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A medical instrument includes a sound card or an internal 
capability for generating sounds from a digital music or 
sound ?le. The medical instrument is one Which generates 
unwanted noise and is constantly in the presence of a patient 
or an operator, and may be in a home, a clinic, a laboratory, or 
other intimate setting. For instance, a patient may be typically 
connected for hours to a hemodialysis machine that has a 
noisy pump. A blood-plasma Volunteer may be hooked to a 
noisy blood separation machine for a period of time. A labo 
ratory technician may Work in close proximity to a sample 
preparation machine that constantly gurgles and Whirrs. In 
each instance, a sound card and a speaker can generate pre 
Viously-recorded masking noises that make that the presence 
and operation of the machine more tolerable. 
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USER SELECTABLE MASKING SOUNDS FOR 
MEDICAL INSTRUMENTS 

BACKGROUND 

[0001] The ?eld is that of medical instruments, including 
instruments for direct patient care at home, for laboratory use, 
and for clinical or hospital use in conjunction With patient 
care. 

[0002] Patients and operators of medical machines and 
instruments may be under a good deal of stress, caused by 
health concerns and the need for using the medical instru 
ments. These may include dialysis machines, blood separa 
tors, sample preparation machines, drug dose preparation 
devices, and so forth. The stress may be exacerbated by the 
need for close proximity to the machine for hours on end, 
such as an overnight peritoneal dialysis procedure. The con 
stant noise made by such machines may be very aggravating 
and annoying to patients Who must remain connected to the 
machine for hours on end. Other medical instruments that 
reside in close quarters With operating personnel, such as 
laboratory sample preparation machines With centrifuges, 
may also emit annoying sounds. 
[0003] One Way to avoid these sounds is to enclose the 
medical device or instrument in a separate room or enclosure. 
This Will isolate the annoying sounds from the patient or user. 
HoWever, some machines, such as blood separators or dialy 
sis machines are better used With short runs of tubing to the 
patient, and separate enclosures may not be practical. Another 
Way is to provide a separate sound system to generate mask 
ing sounds or to play music. This method, hoWever, Would 
require a separate sound system for each medical device, and 
Would be both expensive and cumbersome. 
[0004] Some medical instruments have artifacts by Which 
they generate their oWn “masking sounds.” For example, a 
compressor that operates a dialysis system generates a con 
stant hum that masks other sounds from the instrument, such 
as the venting of air or the clicking of valves. While the hum 
itself is not annoying, the hum Will change pitch depending on 
its load and also depending on the portion of the dialysis 
cycle. This change in pitch, sometimes also accompanied by 
a change in volume, is noticeable to the patient. Other tech 
niques in general use include efforts to reduce overall 
machine noise. When a particular noise is eliminated, hoW 
ever, other noises may then become apparent. An example is 
using a housing or baf?es to enclose and silence the above 
mentioned compressor. Once the compressor is silenced, the 
clicking of the valves, the creaking of the dialysis door assem 
bly, and even the sWishing of ?uid Within the dialysis dispos 
able portion become relatively louder and more noticeable. 
[0005] What is needed is a Way to reduce or mask noise of 
medical instruments so that the instrument is less noticeable 
to a user or an operator of the instrument. The method used 
should not interfere With operation of the machine, should be 
economical, and not require any further separation of the 
medical instrument from the patient or user. It Would also be 
desirable if the method could be retro?tted onto existing 
medical instruments. 

SUMMARY 

[0006] One embodiment is a medical instrument. The 
embodiment includes a medical instrument for patient care, 
laboratory use, or pharmaceutical use, a computer, the com 
puter forming a part of the medical instrument and con?gured 
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for controlling and operating the medical instrument. The 
embodiment also includes a sound capability comprising a 
sound card Within the computer or the sound capability form 
ing a portion of the computer, a speaker for generating sounds 
from the sound capability, and a control panel for selecting 
the sounds, Wherein the medical instrument generates a plu 
rality of undesirable noises and Wherein the computer, the 
control panel, the sound capability and the speaker are con 
?gured for processing digital ?les and to generate music or 
sounds to mask the noises or to mask perception of the noises, 
and optionally to alloW a user or operator of the medical 
instrument to select the music or sounds. 
[0007] Another embodiment is a medical instrument. The 
medical instrument includes a medical instrument for patient 
care, laboratory use, or pharmaceutical use, and also includes 
a computer, the computer forming a part of the medical instru 
ment. The medical instrument also includes a sound card 
connected Within the computer or a sound capability forming 
part of the computer, a speaker for generating sounds from the 
sound card, and a control panel for selecting sounds and 
adjusting a volume of the speaker, Wherein the computer, the 
control panel, and the sound card or sound capability are 
con?gured for generating a plurality of sounds from a digital 
?le and are con?gured to optionally alloW a user or operator 
of the medical instrument to select the sounds to mask noises 
from the medical instrument. 
[0008] Another embodiment is a medical instrument, the 
medical instrument selected from the group consisting of a 
blood separation machine, a peritoneal dialysis machine, a 
hemodialysis machine, an automated drug preparation 
machine, an automated sample preparation machine, and a 
machine for pumping or mixing medical ?uids. The medical 
instrument also includes a computer, the computer forming a 
part of the medical instrument and con?gured for operating 
and controlling the medical instrument, a sound card operably 
connected to the computer or a sound capability forming part 
of the computer, a speaker for generating sounds from the 
sound card or sound capability, a control panel for selecting 
sounds and adjusting a volume of the speaker, Wherein the 
sound card or sound capability is con?gured for generating a 
plurality of sounds from a digital ?le and Wherein the com 
puter, control panel, sound card or sound capability, and the 
speaker are con?gured for optionally alloWing a user or 
operator of the medical instrument to select and generate 
sounds from the digital ?le to mask noises from the medical 
instrument. 
[0009] Another embodiment is a method for masking 
noises from a medical instrument. The method includes 
selecting a medical instrument that makes undesirable noises, 
operating and controlling the medical instrument With a com 
puter having an internal sound capability and a speaker, 
selecting at least one digital ?le for masking the undesirable 
noises, the medical instrument optionally programmed for 
making a default selection, and playing the sound using the 
internal sound capability and the speaker, Wherein noises 
from the medical instrument are at least partially masked by 
sounds from the internal sound capability and the speaker. 
[0010] Additional features and advantages are described 
herein, and Will be apparent from, the folloWing Detailed 
Description and the ?gures. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

[0011] FIG. 1 is a chart depicting one test of consumer 
preferences for methods of masking noise; 
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[0012] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a ?rst embodiment 
of a medical instrument that generates masking sounds; 
[0013] FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a portion of a 
medical instrument that generates undesirable noise; 
[0014] FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of a sound card useful 
in embodiments; 
[0015] FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of a motherboard With 
a built-in sound capability useful in embodiments; 
[0016] FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of an external sound 
controller that may be used in embodiments; 
[0017] FIGS. 7-8 are graphs of desired distributions of 
sound pressure (noise) levels at frequencies of human hear 
111%; 
[0018] FIGS. 9-10 are ?oWcharts for methods of using 
masking sounds or music to provide a more comfortable 
environment for patients or users; 
[0019] FIG. 11 depicts another embodiment of a signal 
processing for improving the masking of medical instru 
ments. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0020] Embodiments of the present invention may form 
part of a medical instrument. Any device that generates unde 
sirable noise Will receive the most attention When it is used or 
operated over a period of time in close proximity to an opera 
tor or user of the device. Thus, if a noisy testing machine or 
compressor can be located far aWay in a sound-proof room, it 
Will not generate its noise near people and thus Will not draW 
complaints. Many machines, including medical instruments, 
must operate in close proximity to one or more people for one 
reason or another. If these machines or instruments are used in 
close proximity for a longer period of time, perhaps hours, the 
person or persons in close proximity Will see the need for a 
measure of noise control. 

[0021] There are many Ways to conceal or disguise the 
noise coming from such a machine. Of course, a ?rst option is 
to do nothing to reduce the noise from the machine. The users 
or operators may be left to fend for themselves, and could 
presumably use self-help techniques, such as ear-plugs, or 
perhaps a personal device, such as a portable radio, CD, or 
MP3 or other player, preferably With ear buds or headphones. 
A minimal step to assist in patient comfort Would be to add 
muf?ing or baf?es Within the machine to reduce the overall 
level or noise. Another step Would be to add noise, e.g., a 
pleasing sound that Would droWn out annoying noise made by 
an mechanical component. Another example Would be to run 
continuously a noise that otherWise Would cycle on and off, 
perhaps in an unpleasant or screeching manner. Of course, 
one could do both of these latter steps, i.e., an overall noise 
reduction or baf?ing effort combined With certain added 
noises to make the overall experience more pleasing to the 
patient. The inventors have noW added another option, adding 
a level of digitally-generated noise to reduce perception of at 
least some of more objectionable noises emanating from the 
medical instrument. This may also be combined With a reduc 
tion in the amount of noise generated by the instrument. 
[0022] A consumer preference test Was conducted among 
17 dialysis patients and 57 employees of the assignee of the 
present patent to see Which method Would be preferred. The 
test Was thus conducted among 74 panelists divided into tWo 
panels. The ?rst panel tests Were conducted in Waukegan, III, 
in October, 2006, and a second panel in Pinellas Park, Fla., 
also in October, 2006. Panelists Were asked to listen to various 
types of machine noises, consisting of existing and prototype 
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instruments, as Well as digitally modi?ed sounds. Various 
sample noises Were presented that employed noise reduction 
techniques as discussed above. The data obtained from the 
panelists ranked the sounds in order of preference. 
[0023] The normaliZed results of the survey are depicted in 
FIG. 1. Reduced noise levels Were strongly preferred, With 
either mechanical masking or digital noise added. Most pre 
ferred Was an overall reduction in machine noise combined 
With digital noise masking. The digital sounds that Were 
added included “White noise,” as Well as the extracted 
mechanical masking noises from actual instruments. The per 
ceptions and preferences of the panelists Were consistent With 
each other, With no signi?cant difference in the rankings of 
the sounds betWeen the employee and patient groups. Based 
on these tests, the inventors concluded that people Who use 
dialysis machines Would appreciate an improved medical 
instrument With masking sounds to reduce the perception of 
noise generated by the dialysis machine. The inventors also 
concluded that this concept could be extended to other medi 
cal instruments and devices With high noise levels and close 
contact With the people Who operate them or use them. 

[0024] An example of such an instrument is disclosed in 
FIG. 2. Medical instrument 10 may be any medical instru 
ment that generates undesirable noise. If the medical instru 
ment is a dialysis device, such as a peritoneal or hemodialysis 
device, it may generate noise such as the hum from the con 
stant pumping or compressing of air. A sporadic clicking 
noise may be generated by opening and closing pneumatic 
valves. A hissing noise may be generated from the in?ow of 
air to the pump or compressor, and a rush may be generated 
from the exhaust of air from the instrument. 

[0025] Medical instrument 10 includes an operating por 
tion 11, including ?uid lines 12 for connection to a patient. An 
operating section 11 may perform a dialysis or other function 
for the patient under the supervision of a control section or 
computer 13. Computer 13 Will preferably have at least an 
input keypad 14, control panel 14a, Which may be a touch 
screen, input number pad 14b, and mouse 140. The computer 
Will also include input drive 1511, Which may be suitable for a 
?oppy drive or for a CD drive. The computer Will preferably 
be con?gured With a port for Internet access 15b, as Well as 
additional inputs and outputs, including ports 16. The addi 
tional input ports may be any combination of serial ports, 
such as USB ports, or parallel ports. In some embodiments, 
the computer Will be adapted to receive commands from a 
remote control unit, and Will include an IR receiver 150 for a 
hand-held remote. Inputs/outputs may include an optical 
input or output 15d and other digital or analog inputs. Control 
portion 15e includes a series of controls knobs or sWitches for 
adjusting sound level output by frequency. There is preferably 
an overall volume control 15f In order to mask noises made 
by the medical instrument, the instrument noW includes at 
least one speaker 1711 (or headphones 17b or earbuds 17c) and 
preferably also includes a microphone 18, and an antenna 19 
for receiving at least remote commands or information. The 
antenna may be used for Wireless (WiFi) intemet access or 
may be used for remote, but closer, commands. 
[0026] In operation, the medical instrument, such as a 
dialysis instrument, is connected to a patient for a procedure, 
such as a dialysis treatment. When the machine is activated, 
the annoying sounds begin. The machine may automatically 
begin to play music or a masking noise, or an operator or user 
may enter a command to activate the music or masking noise. 
The command Will be entered through the keypad, a key 
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board, the control panel of the computer, or from a remote 
control unit. The computer Will begin to play a digital sound 
or music ?le that has been entered into the computer. The 
music may be any music that is pleasing to the patient or to the 
clinic or hospital operating the medical instrument. If a mask 
ing sound is preferred, White noise or pink noise (less high 
frequency content) may be used. Other types of shaped ran 
dom noise may be speci?cally engineered to effectively mask 
particular instrument sounds, and Would be included as 
appropriate for that device. Other sounds may include sooth 
ing environmental sounds, such as Water sounds, Wind sounds 
or others. Such sounds typically have a theme, even a repeti 
tive theme, but With suf?cient variation that the sounds are 
both interesting and soothing. A variety of recordings of such 
sounds, including air conditioner hums, air puri?er noise, fan 
or dryer noise, rainfall, running Water, babbling brook, ocean 
Wave sounds, and so forth, are available from PureWhit 
eNoise.com, Tallahassee, Fla., USA. 
[0027] The computer Will preferably have a suf?cient vari 
ety of music or sound ?les to last for at least as long as the 
period of treatment. It should alloW for looping of sounds or 
music playlists, or for setting a speci?c sequence of sounds 
for the course of the therapy. The computer should also have 
suf?cient variety so that the same recording(s) are not 
repeated every time the patient returns for treatment. Besides 
environmental sounds, music may also be used. Music is 
available from a variety of sources, and a patient may even 
have his or her oWn copies of preferred music, so the ability to 
upload neW content to the instrument is desired. 

[0028] In addition to one or more speakers, Which may be 
integral With the computer or the medical instrument, or may 
be separate, it is preferable, but not necessary, to use a micro 
phone in embodiments described herein. The microphone 
may be used to detect sound levels and frequencies resulting 
from operation of the medical instrument and from playing 
the masking noise or music. The user or operator of the 
medical instrument may prefer to adjust the volume of the 
masking sounds simply by ear. Alternately, the user may 
program the computer to adjust the sound level based on the 
noises made by the medical instrument. 
[0029] If the computer is programmed to adjust sound lev 
els based on the noise generated by the medical portion of the 
instrument, the programmer should be careful to avoid any 
“siren” effect. A siren effect is a monotonous rise and fall of 
frequency, and typically volume, mimicking the noise made 
by an ambulance or police car. This is not a soothing sound, 
and may be avoided by selecting a constant noise or by 
damping variations in the sound. For instance, a program for 
moderating the masking noise may use a threshold volume of 
50% or 75% of the maximum volume of the annoying noises, 
and may also use a faster reaction for increasing volume than 
for loWering volume. That is, the masking sounds or music 
may vary, but Will not loWer the volume suf?ciently so that the 
annoying sounds are heard. In addition to “siren” effect 
changes in frequency, other transient noises that arise during 
the operation of the instrument may need to be obscured or 
masked. Masking sounds may be pre-programmed to change 
as needed prior to, or coincident With, such transients. Control 
algorithms may additionally respond in real time to detect 
deviations in noise. 

[0030] Medical Instruments 
[0031] The medical instrument Which requires masking 
noises or sounds may be any of a great variety of medical 
instruments or machines. One example of a pneumatic por 
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tion of a renal care machine that requires masking is depicted 
in FIG. 3. Peritoneal dialysis (PD) machine 20 typically 
includes a compressor or pump 210 for compressing air to 
operate the dialysis machine 25. The pump may also be used 
to pump air from a tank 23, creating a partial vacuum. Noises 
include those made by the pump 210, its motor 21d, and 
noises from each valve in the system, as Well as the rush of 
incoming air from an ambient air intake 2111, Which may be 
muf?ed, and the exhaust of air, preferably into a sound enclo 
sure 21b. The noise from the pump generally depends on the 
pressure differential being generated by the pump, and can be 
very noisy at a high pressure differential, such as 7 psid. Of 
course, the noise level also depends on the How rate of the air, 
With higher ?oW rates generating higher noise levels. Enclo 
sures help to suppress the sounds of the air ?oWs and the 
compressor or pump noises, much as a muffler helps to mini 
miZe the noise of a car engine. These measures are effective, 
but by analogy, When a person must sit beside a quiet machine 
for hours, even these muf?ed noises Will become annoying. 

[0032] Other noises Will include clicks or bangs as three 
Way inlet valves 22 open or close to admit compressed air into 
the positive pressure air tank 24 or to admit small amounts of 
pressurized air into the PD machine 25. Noises Will also be 
generated by operating valves 26 to admit air to or from 
vacuum tank 23 or to exhaust the air, preferably into a sound 
enclosure 21b. A baf?e or ori?ce 27 in the exhaust line Will 
create a back pressure When three-Way outlet valve(s) 26 open 
to exhaust air from the PD machine. This Will minimize the 
noise of the air rushing through the lines, With minimal effect 
on the timing of the internal Workings of the PD machine. 
Restrictive baf?es or ori?ces may be placed at other points in 
the air path to create a back pressure, enabling the system to 
pump at a constant, if higher, pressure and generate less noise. 
As noted, this can be minimiZed by exhausting into a muf?ed 
enclosure 21b. In addition to in-line muf?ing technologies, 
enclosing sub systems in sound reducing enclosure can help to 
reduce noise levels. 

[0033] The task of masking noises from the machine 
described above is made dif?cult because the machine itself, 
like most medical machines or instruments, is already highly 
engineered. The components and subsystems of the machine 
have typically been made as quiet as possible, and steps taken 
to reduce noise at their source. Sound absorbing and re?ect 
ing materials are used in conjunction With enclosures and 
baf?es, as discussed above, to trap and dissipate sound 
energy. The machine may even use control schemes and algo 
rithms to reduce noticeable and offensive transient noises, 
With special attention paid to the intake and exhaust systems. 
Manufacturers are aWare of the need to enhance the quality of 
life for the patients using their machines. Obvious steps, such 
as minimiZing air noise, Will likely have already been taken. 
The air pressure differentials may be loW, e.g., about 4-5 psi 
(about 40-50 kPa) above atmospheric for the positive pres sure 
air tank, and about 4-5 psi (about 40-50 kPa) beloW atmo 
spheric for the “vacuum” tank. Thus, When air is compressed, 
stored, used and exhausted, the quantities and pressures are 
minimal, even When compared to pressures used to in?ate a 
tire (30-35 psig, about 205-240 kPa). 
[0034] At the pressures used in the medical instrument, the 
obvious noises are likely already minimiZed, and further 
improvements in one area, e.g., quieting the pump, may sim 
ply make other noises more obvious, e.g., the rush of the air or 
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the clicking of the valves. As pointed out, masking the noises, 
rather than further noise reduction, may be the more desirable 
option. 
[0035] A variety of other medical instruments may bene?t 
from the use of masking noises or music. For example, blood 
separation machines are used to separate red blood cells from 
Whole blood of volunteers. The donated red blood cells are 
then used to treat victims of trauma, persons With certain 
types of cancer, or persons With sickle cell anemia. An 
example is the Alyx centrifugal blood separation machine 
made by FenWal, Inc., of Round Lake, 111., USA. This 
machine includes pumps, clamps and valves that move the 
volunteer’s blood through the machine. Blood separators are 
typically found in municipal or regional blood centers. Even 
though a patient is typically connected to the machine for less 
than one-half hour, the blood separator Would bene?t from 
soothing music or distracting White noise to mask the sound 
of the centrifugal Whirring, the clicking of the valves, and the 
hiccupping sound of the clamps opening and closing. The 
bene?cial effects Would also be noticed by the nurses super 
vising the volunteers, Who are in contact all day With the 
separator. 
[0036] There are many other examples. For instance, many 
laboratories or preparation facilities use centrifugal machines 
or mixers for to prepare samples for analysis. Other machines 
are used to prepare doses of a medicine for immediate con 
sumption. Such machines are made by PerkinElmer Life and 
Analytical Systems, Inc., Shelton, Conn., USA and Parata 
Systems, Inc., of Durham, NC, USA, among others. While 
not meaning to speci?cally point out these manufacturers or 
their machines, they may be typical of medical instruments or 
devices that generate noise. They may bene?t, among many 
others, from a noise masking system that is used With and 
controlled by the machine itself. 
[0037] HardWare to Generate Music or Masking Sounds 
[0038] The hardWare used to play the masking sounds or 
music may include any of the devices depicted in FIGS. 4-6. 
The options for the computer typically include, but are not 
limited to, a sound card, a sound capability built into the 
computer motherboard, or an external sound control. These 
are options that may be used, but any other suitable hardWare 
may be used instead or in addition to these. As shoWn in FIG. 
4, a sound card 30 is typically mounted on a printed circuit 
board (PCB) and includes digital signal processor (DSP) 31 
and a memory 32, along With its oWn microprocessor com 
puter 33, a digital to analog converter (DAC) 34, an analog to 
digital converter (ADC) 35, and a PCI (peripheral compo 
nent) interface 35 to the instrument computer. Some embodi 
ments use a coder/decoder (codec) chip 36 to perform the 
functions of the ADC and DAC converters. The sound card 
also includes numerous input/output lines 38, at least for 
connection to the instrument computer and one or more 
speakers, such as output 37. It is possible that the user may 
desire to send the output to a separate player, such as a digital 
audio player, also knoWn as a DAT player. It is desirable to 
include an input connection for a microphone or an output 
connection for headphones. Sound cards are available from 
many manufacturers and typically have excellent perfor 
mance. If a medical instrument or device can accept and 
utiliZe a sound card, this Would be a preferred Way to adapt the 
instrument. 

[0039] Rather than adding a separate sound card, a com 
puter may be equipped With an integral sound capability 
residing it its motherboard or other circuitry, as shoWn in FIG. 
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5. Circuit board 40 may include a central microprocessor 
controller computer 44, and numerous other hardWare for 
storing and reading digital ?les and generating music or 
sound. These include a digital signal processor 41, a digital to 
analog converter 42, an analog to digital converter 43, a 
memory chip 45, and optionally, a codec chip (not shoWn). 
The board Will have numerous input/ output lines 46, prefer 
ably including separate outputs 47 for one or more speakers 
and an inlet line 48 for a microphone. In order to use this 
option, the medical instrument or device Would likely be 
designed from the start to include the sound capability. Alter 
natively, the system might require extensive modi?cation to 
add such a sound capability. 
[0040] Another hardWare option is to add an external sound 
capability to the computer that operates the medical instru 
ment. An external sound control includes all the components 
discussed above that are necessary to read a digital ?le and 
play music or sound from the ?le. External sound controls, 
such as “Sound Blaster,” are available from Creative Labs of 
Milpitas, Calif., USA. External sound controls are also avail 
able from Gri?in Technology, Nashville, Tenn., USA. As 
shoWn in FIG. 6, the external sound controller 50 may include 
controls 51, 52, such as for volume and frequency mix (bass/ 
treble). The sound controller includes numerous input/ output 
lines 53, and preferably includes separate lines 54 for output 
speakers 54 and for a microphone 55. External sound controls 
may also include a remote capability, using a remote WindoW 
56. An audio output 57 for headphones or earbuds may also be 
used. 

[0041] It is possible to use other players to input digital 
?les, such as a mini-disc player using an optical medium (eg 
a Sony MD Walkman) or an MP3 player (such as an MP3 
Walkman or an Apple iPod), or other devices, such as stan 
dard CD players. It is also possible to output converted ?les to 
a separate player, such as an optical output to a mini-disc 
player or a DAT player, rather than to the usual speaker(s) or 
headphones. Not shoWn are the internal components, Which 
are typically similar to those used for sound cards and an 
integral sound capability, such as a microprocessor, a digital 
signal processor, memory, anADC, a DAC, and so forth. If an 
existing medical instrument or device cannot accommodate a 
sound card, it may be simpler to connect an external sound 
capability. 
[0042] Methods for Using Masking Sounds and Music 
[0043] Embodiments may use the hardWare described 
above, and the medical instrument or device may also include 
programming to insure satisfactory performance. It has been 
found that the frequency distribution of noise, such as White 
noise, can have a profound effect on the sound pressure levels 
necessary to achieve masking that is not unduly annoying. 
One example is US. Pat. Appl. Publ. 2003/0144847, pub 
lished on Jul. 31, 2003, and Which is incorporated herein by 
reference in its entirety, as though each Word and draWing 
Were appended hereto. This publication teaches the effective 
ness of masking noise With a frequency having a substantially 
constant negative slope over the frequency range of the 
human voice, from about 200 HZ to about 5000 HZ. The slope 
is desirably about —4 db per octave, and may be betWeen 
about —2 to —6 db per octave. With this distribution, the 
overall dB level of masking sounds needed to mask at least 
voices is signi?cantly reduced. More generally, masking 
sounds should have a spectrum that is a close match to the 
spectrum of noise that is to be masked. Embodiments of the 
present invention, hoWever, are not limited to these ranges. 
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[0044] Accordingly, When the frequency and sound pres 
sure (noise) levels of a medical instrument are documented, 
the masking noise or music may be tailored so that the sound 
pressure level or decibel level of the music or noise may be 
used to just exceed the dB level of the medical instrument. 
The tailoring or variation in the masking noise, hoWever, 
should not be so abrupt that it rises to the level of a “siren” 
effect, Which is typically much more annoying than normal 
instrument or machine noises. Of course, masking sounds 
should be used primarily in the range of human hearing capa 
bility, from about 20 HZ to about 20 kHZ (20,000 HZ). A table 
of the octaves used in studying hearing is listed in Table 1. 

TABLE 1 

Octave Band Frequency Range, HZ Central Frequency 

1 20410 30 
2 40*80 60 
3 80*l 60 120 
4 l60i320 240 
5 320*640 480 
6 640*l280 960 
7 l280i2560 1920 
8 25605120 3840 

9 5l20il0,240 7680 
10 l0,240i20,480 15,360 

Source: EURASIP Journal on Applied Signal Processing 2005: 18 
30l5i3025, “A LoW Power TWo-Digit Multi-Dimensional Logarithmic 
Number System Filterbank Architecture for a Digital Hearing Aid,” by Rob 
erto Muscedere, Vassil Dimitrov, Graham Jullien and William Miller, 
Research Center for Integrated Microsystems (RCIM), University of Wind 
sor, ON, Canada. 

[0045] The masking noise Will desirably have a frequency 
distribution With a substantially constant negative slope from 
about —2 to about —6 dB per octave, preferably about —4 dB 
per octave, as noted. An example is depicted in FIG. 7, With a 
slope of —4 dB per octave. Error bars on the vertical axis are 
set for :2 dB, to demonstrate the preferred range of slope. 
LoW frequency machine noises, especially those at the 60 HZ 
and its harmonics, 120 HZ, 180 HZ, and so forth, Will be very 
noticeable to persons close by. HoWever, if they are distracted 
by noise at higher frequencies, but not at higher sound pres 
sure levels (dBs), the absolute level of the noise needed to 
mask the medical instrument may be loWer than otherWise 
expected. Typical noise criteria curves Will drop off more 
steeply at loWer frequencies, generating less sound at loW 
frequencies, and Will drop off less steeply at higher frequen 
cies, generating more sound than may be necessary. It appears 
that it is more important that the slope of the distribution is 
constant, rather than the precise value of the slope, Within 
these limits. This Will help to minimize the total level of 
sounds needed to mask the noise of the medical machine. 
FIG. 8 depicts frequency and noise levels at constant slopes of 
—2, —4 and —6 dB, With —2 dB being the ?attest curve While —6 
dB has most dramatic sound level drop-off. 
[0046] Audio playback equipment may include a graphic 
analyZer or equaliZer, or less frequently, a parametric equal 
iZer. This equipment may be used in accordance With the 
principles discussed above to tailor the playback for greater 
?ltering or cut-off at progressively higher frequency bands. 
Some equipment uses only 5 frequency bands for the entire 
audio range, While others use at least octaves, and Will have 9 
or 10 bands, each of Which may be assigned a dB value for 
ampli?cation or attenuation. As discussed, a substantially 
constant slope of —4 dB octave is preferred. Some equipment 
may have bands for each 1/2 octave, so that 18 to 20 bands (and 
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settings) are possible, While the best equipment has bands for 
each 1/3 octave, With 30 or 31 bands and settings possible. 
[0047] A particular digital ?le may be analyZed and settings 
on a graphic equaliZer, or preferably a parametric equaliZer, 
may be optimiZed for maximum masking effect. The settings 
may be chosen on the basis of consumer preference, analysis 
of feedback from executing the ?le, or simply entering set 
tings corresponding to a desired slope of amplitude or volume 
versus frequency. It should be noted that this procedure 
amounts primarily to shaping and ?ltering a particular signal, 
and does not affect the signal ?le (recording) itself. For 
instance, if the digital ?le has very loW volume or amplitude 
at loW frequencies (bass), 5 to 10 decibels of ampli?cation at 
that frequency may not be suf?cient to achieve the desired 
optimal output sound level at that frequency, and it may be 
necessary to boost the ampli?cation at that or surrounding 
frequencies. In a similar manner, if the high frequencies 
(treble) have very high volume or sound level, a feW decibels 
of attenuation may not be suf?cient to loWer the sound level to 
match that area of the preferred slope. Particular recordings or 
digital ?les may require different adjustments. Ultimately, 
user or operator perception of masking should decide the 
particular settings and output volume of the masking equip 
ment. 

[0048] Embodiments include methods of using sounds and 
music to mask the noises made by medical instruments and 
machines. TWo methods of the many methods possible are 
depicted in FIGS. 9-10. A ?rst step 81 is to measure absolute 
noise levels of the instruments in question. This step may be 
avoided and a measure of the output sound taken “by ear” for 
comparison, but overall noise and music levels may be mini 
miZed by careful attention to feedback from such details. It is 
clearly desirable, but not absolutely necessary, to obtain an 
analysis of the frequency and sound pressure level distribu 
tion of the instrument before beginning. A masking sound or 
music selection may then optionally be made 82. A test run 
may then be made, playing 83 the sound or music, and mea 
suring the level of sound or music against the instrument or 
machine noise, preferably in several portions of the frequency 
spectrum. The test may be run With sound-measuring instru 
ments, or may be run With a test panel of persons. 

[0049] After the ?rst test is run, and using feedback from 
the ?rst test, the level of masking sound or music may be 
adjusted 84 and again compared 85 With instrument noise for 
absolute noise level comparison or for comparison by human 
perception. The sound or music may then be adjusted if nec 
essary 86. The testing should include a check 87 that the 
generated masking sounds do not yield a siren effect, or other 
objectionable effects or sounds from a sound-quality perspec 
tive. For example, checks on sound roughness, amplitude 
modulation, and so forth, may also be used to ensure that 
sounds generated are pleasing and soothing to the patients or 
users of the devices. The program for generating masking 
sounds of music may be concluded 88 When the particular 
procedure is completed. Other methods of masking sounds 
may also be used. 

[0050] In another embodiment, the equipment used to gen 
erate masking sounds may be programmed to keep the slope 
of the frequency/ sound level distribution, as discussed above, 
to a substantially constant negative slope, preferably —4 dB 
per octave, but also possibly including slopes from —2 to —6 
dB per octave. This embodiment uses a method similar to that 
discussed above for FIG. 9, but also paying attention to the 
slope. It is easier to folloW this method When using generated 
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noise, such as White noise or pink noise, or soothing environ 
mental sounds as discussed above, rather than recorded 
music. The method of FIG. 10 includes using a substantially 
constant slope of a frequency/sound pressure level logarith 
mic graph. The ?rst step 91 is to measure the sound level of 
noises generated by the medical instrument, over the appro 
priate frequency range. Appropriate masking sounds or 
music, preferably having a frequency pro?le With the poten 
tial to mask the machine noise, are then optionally selected 
92. 

[0051] The masking sound or music is then played and the 
sound levels over the frequency range are measured and com 
pared 93 to the machine noise. The level of the masking noise 
or music is then adjusted 94 for a substantially constant slope 
of sound level versus frequency. The test may then be run 
again, checking the altered sound levels 95 at frequency to see 
if the machine noises are indeed masked. The comparison is 
preferably accomplished With both technical data and con 
sumer perception. Any adjustments, such as the output for a 
particular frequency range, may then be made 96, With par 
ticular emphasis put on the constant slope of the curve. When 
this has been accomplished, a test may be run 97 to insure that 
any siren effect is not noticeable. The masking program may 
then be concluded 98 When the medical, laboratory, and clini 
cal procedure has been accomplished. 
[0052] The appropriate sound level distribution over fre 
quencies may be achieved With an apparatus as described in 
FIG. 11. A signal processor 100 is preferably a sound card, 
With a DSP 10011, a DAC 100b, an ADC 1000 and memory 
100d. A PCI interface (not shoWn) may also be desirable. The 
digital signals from a digital music or sound ?le are sent to a 
sound mixer 101, Where the signals are segregated into 
octaves, of more preferably 1/2 octave bands, or even more 
preferably into 1/3 octave bands and then sent to a series of 
?lters or “equalizers” 103. In one embodiment, there may be 
10 “equalizers,” or sound level adjusters, for the 10 octave 
bands. In other embodiments, there may be about numerous 
1/2 octave bands or even more numerous 1/3 octave sound level 
adjusters, such as 28 to 31 bands and ?lters. 

[0053] In this instance, the “equalizers” are not used merely 
to equalize the output sound levels, but rather to apply a bias 
to the frequency distribution, as discussed above. The equal 
izers are thus used as sound level output adjusters that adjust 
the slope of the sound level/ frequency distribution. The slope 
should be substantially constant and should be from about —2 
dB per octave to about —6 dB per octave. Other output slopes 
may also be used, hoWever. The outputs of the ?lters are then 
combined into output 105. The outputs are preferably analog 
outputs to be sent to the speaker(s) of the masking system. 
The outputs could be digital outputs and could be sent to an 
ampli?er, if neces sary, if the noise levels require, before being 
played through a speaker, but this should not be necessary for 
a single medical instrument. Adjusting the dB levels of the 
?lters or “equalizers” alloWs a user or operator to select the 
sounds output by the medical instrument. 
[0054] The equalizers may also be used to specify changes 
in overall sound level, dB per frequency or frequency band, 
and adjustments to the nature or dimension of the sound With 
respect to parameters of sound perception. These dimensions 
may include sharpness, roughness, modulation, or any other 
desired measure of sound quality. In some embodiments, 
operators and users may select Which particular sounds or 
music to play. In other embodiments, the medical instrument 
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may be programmed in advance to play one or more tracks or 
recordings, or to mix tracks or recordings in a pre-set or 
random manner. 

[0055] It is also possible to simultaneously use more than 
one sound track or digital ?le to generate masking sounds. 
The ?les may be mixed and played at selected volumes, 
perhaps a higher level of a White noise ?le and a loWer level of 
a soothing environmental sound, such as ocean Wave noises. 
Such techniques are Well knoWn and are described in U. S. Pat. 
Appl. Publ. 2003/ 0144847, discussed above. Other tech 
niques may also be used. For instance, a music ?le or ?le that 
generates soothing sounds may be played and ?ltered or 
biased so that the output sound level decreases With frequency 
as discussed above. This recording may be done on-line and 
used, or may be created off-line and then stored in the medical 
instrument computer or memory for later use. Recordings 
With higher levels of sound output at frequencies at Which the 
medical instrument generates noise may also be created and 
recorded for future use. Finally, the computer may be pro 
grammed to change recordings or ?les periodically, perhaps 
With gradual transitions, so that a variety of music or sounds 
is used, including silence or a turnoff after one or tWo hours. 
In some applications, such as overnight dialysis, the user may 
prefer to go to sleep With a little help from masking sounds or 
music. In other applications, such as a half-hour blood dona 
tion/ separation, or a several hour day-time dialysis, a more 
lively and interesting variation in music may make the time 
pass more easily. 
[0056] It should be understood that various changes and 
modi?cations to the embodiments described herein Will be 
apparent to those skilled in the art. Such changes and modi 
?cations can be made Without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the present subject matter and Without diminishing 
its intended advantages. It is therefore intended that such 
changes and modi?cations be covered by the appended 
claims. 

The invention is claimed as folloWs: 
1. A medical instrument, comprising: 
a medical instrument for patient care, laboratory use, or 

pharmaceutical use; 
a computer, the computer forming a part of the medical 

instrument and con?gured for controlling and operating 
the medical instrument; 

a sound capability comprising a sound card Within the 
computer or the sound capability forming a portion of 
the computer; 

a speaker for generating sounds from the sound capability; 
and 

a control panel for selecting the sounds, 
Wherein the medical instrument generates a plurality of 

undesirable noises and Wherein the computer, the con 
trol panel, the sound capability and the speaker are con 
?gured for processing digital ?les and to generate music 
or sounds to mask the noises or to mask perception of the 
noises, and optionally to alloW a user or operator of the 
medical instrument to select the music or sounds. 

2. The medical instrument of claim 1, further comprising 
an input port con?gured for inputting the digital ?le. 

3. The medical instrument of claim 1, further comprising 
an input con?gured for inputting the digital ?le, the input 
selected from the group consisting of an Internet connection, 
a USB port, a ?oppy drive, and a CD-drive. 

4. The medical instrument of claim 1, Wherein the digital 
?le has a format selected from the group consisting of CD, 
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CD-DA, CD-ROM, MP3, lTunes, WAV, WMA, AIFF, 
MPEG-4, AAC, a digital radio format, Vorbis and Speex. 

5. The medical instrument of claim 1, further comprising a 
microphone con?gured for feedback from an area outside the 
medical instrument. 

6. The medical instrument of claim 1, further comprising a 
sound level control on the control panel. 

7. The medical instrument of claim 1, further comprising a 
plurality of ?lters selectable by a user or operator for shaping 
the music or sounds. 

8. The medical instrument of claim 1, Wherein the digital 
?le is a digital music ?le or a noise masking ?le selected from 
the group consisting of White noise, pink noise and soothing 
noise. 

9. A medical instrument, comprising: 
a medical instrument for patient care, laboratory use, or 

pharmaceutical use; 
a computer, the computer forming a part of the medical 

instrument; 
a sound card connected Within the computer or a sound 

capability forming part of the computer; 
a speaker for generating sounds from the sound card; and 
a control panel for selecting sounds and adjusting a volume 

of the speaker, 
Wherein the computer, the control panel, and the sound 

card or sound capability are con?gured for generating a 
plurality of sounds from a digital ?le and are con?gured 
to optionally alloW a user or operator of the medical 
instrument to select the sounds to mask noises from the 
medical instrument. 

10. The medical instrument of claim 9, Wherein the digital 
?le is a music ?le and has a format selected from the group 

consisting of CD-DA, CD-ROM, MP3, lTunes, WAV, AIFF, 
MPEG-4, AAC, a digital radio format, Vorbis and Speex. 

11. The medical instrument of claim 9, further comprising 
a microphone con?gured for feedback from an area near a 
patient using the medical instrument. 

12. The medical instrument of claim 9, further comprising 
a graphical analyZer con?gured for visually outputting infor 
mation concerning at least a volume and optionally a fre 
quency of the noise or the sounds generated. 

13. A medical instrument, comprising: 
a medical instrument, the medical instrument selected 

from the group consisting of a blood separation 
machine, a peritoneal dialysis machine, a hemodialysis 
machine, an automated drug preparation machine, an 
automated sample preparation machine, and a machine 
for pumping or mixing medical ?uids; 

a computer, the computer forming a part of the medical 
instrument and con?gured for operating and controlling 
the medical instrument; 

a sound card operably connected to the computer or a 
sound capability forming part of the computer; 

a speaker for generating sounds from the sound card or 
sound capability; and 

a control panel for selecting sounds and adjusting a volume 
of the speaker, Wherein the sound card or sound capa 
bility are con?gured for generating a plurality of sounds 
from a digital ?le and Wherein the computer, control 
panel, sound card or sound capability, and the speaker 
are con?gured to optionally alloW a user or operator of 
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the medical instrument to select and generate sounds 
from the digital ?le to mask noises from the medical 
instrument. 

14. The medical instrument of claim 13, further comprising 
an input con?gured for inputting the digital ?le, the input 
selected from the group consisting of an Internet connection, 
a USB port, an optical input, a ?oppy drive, and a CD-dr‘ive. 

15. The medical instrument of claim 13, further comprising 
at least one of a microphone con?gured for feedback from an 
area outside the medical instrument and a graphical analyZer 
con?gured for visually outputting information concerning at 
least a volume and optionally a frequency of the noise or the 
sounds generated. 

16. The medical instrument of claim 13, further comprising 
a graphic equalizer or parametric equalizer operably con 
nected to the medical instrument and con?gured for alloWing 
a user or operator to shape the sounds output by the speaker. 

17. A method for masking noises from a medical instru 
ment, the method comprising: 

selecting a medical instrument that makes undesirable 
noises; 

operating and controlling the medical instrument With a 
computer having an internal sound capability and a 
speaker; 

selecting at least one digital ?le for masking the undesir 
able noises, the medical instrument optionally pro 
grammed for making a default selection; and 

playing the sound using the internal sound capability and 
the speaker, Wherein noises from the medical instrument 
are at least partially masked by sounds from the internal 
sound capability and the speaker. 

18. The method of claim 17, Wherein the sound capability 
resides on a sound card or a printed circuit board forming a 
part of the computer or connected to the computer. 

19. The method of claim 17, further comprising adjusting a 
sound level output of the digital ?le With respect to frequency 
of the sound level output so that a slope of the sound level 
output versus frequency is substantially constant and is from 
about —2 dB per octave to about —6 dB per octave, and option 
ally about —4 dB per octave. 

20. The method of claim 17, Wherein a sound level output 
of the digital ?le With respect to frequency of the sound level 
output is adjusted using the internal sound capability or 
another sound capability, so that a slope of the sound level 
output versus frequency is substantially constant and is from 
about —2 dB per octave to about —6 dB per octave, and option 
ally about —4 dB per octave, and further comprising recording 
the digital ?le With adjusted sound level output for further use 
in masking noises. 

21. The method of claim 17, further comprising program 
ming the medical instrument to play a variety of selected 
sounds over a period of time. 

22. The method of claim 17, Wherein the medical instru 
ment further comprises a microphone con?gured for feed 
back and further comprising automatically or manually 
adjusting an output level of the speaker in response to the 
feedback. 

23. The method of claim 17, further comprising selecting a 
sound for masking or minimiZing an impact of a particular 
noise from the medical instrument. 

24. The method of claim 17, Wherein tWo or more digital 
?les are played simultaneously to generate masking sounds. 

* * * * * 


