
US 20080216946A1 

(19) United States 
(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2008/0216946 A1 

White (43) Pub. Date: Sep. 11, 2008 

(54) ADHESIVE TAPE Publication Classi?cation 

_ . (51) Int. Cl. 
(76) Inventor. $215k White, McDonough, GA 3653 11/00 (200601) 

(52) US. Cl. ....................................... .. 156/230; 156/391 

Correspondence Address: (57) ABSTRACT 
PAPARELLA & ASSOCIATES, PLC 
3878 CASCADE RD, SE An adhesive tape comprises a tape portion including a ?rst 
GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49546 (US) side and a second side, Wherein the ?rst side includes an 

adhesive layer disposed thereon. The adhesive tape further 
(21) Appl, No.1 11/681,841 includes a handle portion comprising a ?rst edge, Wherein the 

?rst edge of the handle portion is longitudinally disposed 
(22) Filed; Mar, 5, 2007 adjacent the ?rst side of the tape portion. 

2 



Patent Application Publication Sep. 11, 2008 Sheet 1 0f 5 US 2008/0216946 A1 

34 



Patent Application Publication Sep. 11, 2008 Sheet 2 0f 5 US 2008/0216946 A1 

111~§ ‘. i 

FIG‘ 3A 

2 _ 2A“ 

30 30A 

17A 

20Av 

FIG. 3B FIG. 3C 



Patent Application Publication Sep. 11, 2008 Sheet 3 0f 5 US 2008/0216946 A1 

. 40‘ ~ 2 

44 

42 

FIG. 4 



Patent Application Publication 

30B 

10B - 

10C 

Sep. 11, 2008 Sheet40f5 US 2008/0216946 A1 

2B 

,- 38 

FIG. 5 

- 2C 

‘ 30C 



Patent Application Publication Sep. 11, 2008 Sheet 5 0f 5 US 2008/0216946 A1 

Providing an opening disposed between a pair of > 0 
adjacent panels; 

Pruviding an adhcsivc [ape comprising 
a tape pnrtion, tha- tapc purtiun including a ?rst sidt: and a second 

sick; 
wherein the first side 'inciudes an adhesive iayer disposed theme-n; E 

a handle portion, the handle portion cumprising a first ec'ige; ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ ~ wherein the: ?rst edge {if tbs handle portion is iongitudinaiiy ‘ 

dispqsad 
adiacent the ‘?rst side of ‘the tape pmtion such that the tape porticn is 

divided mm at ieast a ?rst and. a‘ second pm-tion; 

positioning the ?rst and the seccnd portions singularly with respect ; 

to the handie portion, wherein the width of the tape portion is wider than: the width of the opening; 

inserting the tape portion into the upening, wherein the tape 
portion COHIPWSSES as the tape portion 

comes in contact with the opening and is; inserted thcreth'ruugh, n and expands when the tape pardon inserted. therein; 

Pulling the handle pardon, ihareby inducing cuniaci between the 
adhesive layer ofthe ?rst side of ~ 5 8 

this tape portion in an Unti?l‘?id? Qf at ieast one of the adjacent panda 

FIG. 7 
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ADHESIVE TAPE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to adhesive tape, and 
more speci?cally to an improved adhesive tape system and 
method of application thereof. 
[0002] Adhesive tape, and more particularly masking tape, 
is used for numerous and varied purposes, as Well as in 
numerous applications. One such purpose is to demarcate a 
surface into a Zone Which requires painting, from another 
Zone that does not. In this application, typically, a removable 
masking tape is used to demarcate these Zones such that after 
the painting process is complete, the masking tape is 
removed, and the painting process is thereby con?ned to the 
desired area. 

[0003] For example, in the ?eld of automotive re?nishing, 
the masking operation is critical to protect the areas of the 
vehicle that are not to be painted, from those that are to be. 
Additionally, the masking operation can be quite extensive, 
costly, and time consuming. Further, the masking operation 
must be done by a relatively skilled Worker, as if it is improp 
erly done, costly and time consuming mistakes may occur. As 
such, one of the most time consuming steps in automotive 
re?nishing is in the preparation that takes place before the 
actual ?nishes are applied. 
[0004] Normally the ?nishing process begins by spraying 
one or more layers of primer over the panel that is to be 
?nished. For example, consider a repair that has been done 
Where the rear of a fender meets the front of the driver’s door. 
When primer is sprayed over this area, some primer enters the 
gap betWeen the panels, also called a “jamb” area. This “over 
spray” can be seen by looking at the hinge area of the door 
after opening the driver’s door. Because the front door edge 
moves in relation to the fender When the door is opened, it is 
extremely dif?cult to tape this gap from the inside. In this 
situation, technicians typically folloW several procedures to 
prevent this area from receiving overspray. 
[0005] One common procedure is to alloW the sprayed 
material to overspray areas behind the gap, and then to clean 
the overspray from the hinge area using a solvent. HoWever, 
this procedure is dif?cult and time consuming, and therefore 
costly. 
[0006] An alternative procedure is to overspray the areas 
behind the gap, and then spray the proper matching color of 
the automobile over the overspray. In addition to being time 
consuming, this procedure is generally unsatisfactory due to 
the hinge area not being properly prepared (clean or prepared 
for painting). Thus, the paint tends to ?ake or peel over time. 
[0007] A third procedure is to overspray the area behind the 
gap and leave the area discolored. This “do nothing” proce 
dure is certainly the mo st time e?icient procedure, hoWever, it 
is generally not considered a proper repair. 
[0008] Finally, this jamb area can be masked off in order to 
prevent the overspray from entering the areas altogether. 
[0009] Generally, the accepted proper procedure is to 
either: 1) prep and paint the jamb area. This procedure typi 
cally involves removing one or more of the automobile panels 
and then thoroughly cleaning and preparing the surface to 
accept the applied ?nishes; or 2) to mask the area in an 
attempt to keep the overspray from entering and adhering to 
the jamb area. HoWever, both of these approaches require an 
investment of a signi?cant amount of time and effort. 
[0010] Accordingly, a need exists for novel systems and 
methods Which have, among other advantages, ease of use, 
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decreased application time, While increasing productivity. 
Therefore, an adhesive tape that solves the aforementioned 
disadvantages and having the aforementioned advantages is 
desired. 

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 

[001 1] The aforementioned draWbacks and disadvantage of 
prior art adhesive tapes have been identi?ed and a solution is 
set forth herein by the inventive adhesive tape Which com 
prises a tape portion, Wherein the tape portion includes a ?rst 
side and a second side, Wherein the ?rst side includes an 
adhesive layer disposed thereon. The tape also includes a 
handle portion, Wherein the handle portion comprises a ?rst 
edge. Further, the ?rst edge of the handle portion is longitu 
dinally disposed adjacent the ?rst side of the tape portion. 
[0012] Another aspect of the present invention includes an 
adhesive tape Which comprises a tape portion including a ?rst 
side and a second side, Wherein at least the ?rst side includes 
an adhesive layer disposed thereon. The adhesive tape also 
includes a handle portion comprising a ?rst edge, Wherein the 
?rst edge of the handle portion is longitudinally disposed 
adjacent the ?rst side of the tape portion. Further, the tape 
portion is positionable, longitudinally, along the ?rst edge of 
the handle portion. 
[0013] In another aspect of the present invention an adhe 
sive tape comprises a tape portion including a ?rst side and a 
second side, Wherein at least the ?rst side includes an adhe 
sive layer disposed thereon. The adhesive tape also includes a 
handle portion comprising a releasable liner, and including a 
?rst edge, Wherein the ?rst edge of the handle portion is 
longitudinally and centrally disposed adjacent the ?rst side of 
the tape portion. Further, the tape portion is adapted to be 
positionable, longitudinally, along the ?rst edge of the handle 
portion, such that the tape portion may be angularly con?g 
ured to be disposed less than 180 degrees With respect to the 
handle portion. 
[0014] In another aspect of the present invention, a method 
of applying an adhesive tape includes providing an opening 
disposed betWeen a pair of adjacent panels; providing an 
adhesive tape comprising: a tape portion, the tape portion 
including a ?rst side and a second side, Wherein the ?rst side 
includes an adhesive layer disposed thereon; a handle portion, 
the handle portion comprising a ?rst edge; Wherein the ?rst 
edge of the handle portion is longitudinally disposed adjacent 
the ?rst side of the tape portion such that the tape portion is 
divided into at least a ?rst and a second portion; positioning 
the ?rst and the second portion angularly With respect to the 
handle portion, Wherein the Width of the tape portion is Wider 
than the Width of the opening; inserting the tape portion into 
the opening, Wherein the tape portion compresses as the tape 
portion comes in contact With the opening and is inserted 
therethrough, and expands When the tape portion is inserted 
therein; and pulling the handle portion, thereby inducing 
contact betWeen the adhesive layer of the ?rst side of the tape 
portion to an underside of at least one of the adjacent panels. 
[0015] In yet another aspect of the present invention, a 
method of applying an adhesive tape includes: providing an 
opening disposed betWeen a pair of adjacent panels; provid 
ing an adhesive tape; positioning the tape portion such that the 
tape portion is angularly disposed less than 90 degrees With 
respect to the handle portion and the Width of the tape portion 
is Wider than the Width of the opening; inserting the tape 
portion into the opening, Wherein the tape portion compresses 
as the tape portion comes in contact With the opening and is 
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inserted therethrough, and expands When the tape portion is 
inserted therein; and pulling the handle portion, thereby 
inducing contact betWeen the adhesive layer of the ?rst side of 
the tape portion to an underside of at least one of the adjacent 
panels. 
[0016] In still another aspect of the present invention, an 
adhesive tape includes a tape portion, the tape portion includ 
ing a ?rst side and a second side, Wherein at least the ?rst side 
includes an adhesive layer disposed thereon. The adhesive 
tape also includes a handle portion comprising a ?rst edge, 
Wherein the ?rst edge of the handle portion is longitudinally 
disposed adjacent the ?rst side of the tape portion such that 
the tape portion is divided into at least tWo portions. Further, 
the tWo tape portions are adapted to be positionable, longitu 
dinally, along the ?rst edge of the handle portion. 
[0017] Other objects, advantages, and features of the inven 
tion Will become apparent upon consideration of the folloW 
ing detailed description, When taken in conjunction With the 
accompanying draWings. The above brief description sets 
forth rather broadly the more important features of the present 
disclosure so that the detailed description that folloWs may be 
better understood, and so that the present contributions to the 
art may be better appreciated. There are, of course, additional 
features of the disclosures that Will be described hereinafter 
Which Will form the subject matter of the claims. 

[0018] In this respect, before explaining the preferred 
embodiment of the disclosure in detail, it is to be understood 
that the disclosure is not limited in its application to the details 
of the construction and the arrangement set forth in the fol 
loWing description or illustrated in the draWings. The adhe 
sive tape of the present disclosure is capable of other embodi 
ments and of being practiced and carried out in various Ways. 
Also, it is to be understood that the phraseology and termi 
nology employed herein are for description and not limita 
tion. Where speci?c dimensional and material speci?cations 
have been included or omitted from the speci?cation or the 
claims, or both, it is to be understood that the same are not to 
be incorporated into the claims. 
[0019] As such, those skilled in the art Will appreciate that 
the conception, upon Which this disclosure is based, may 
readily be used as a basis for designing other structures, 
methods, and systems for carrying out the several purposes of 
the present invention. It is important, therefore, that the 
claims are regarded as including such equivalent construc 
tions as far as they do not depart from the spirit and scope of 
the present invention. 
[0020] Further, the purpose of the Abstract is to enable the 
US. Patent and Trademark O?ice and the public generally, 
and especially the scientists, engineers, and practitioners in 
the art Who are not familiar With the patent or legal terms of 
phraseology, to learn quickly, from a cursory inspection, the 
nature of the technical disclosure of the application. Accord 
ingly, the Abstract is intended to de?ne neither the invention 
nor the application, Which is only measured by the claims, nor 
is it intended to be limiting as to the scope of the invention in 
any Way. 

[0021] These and other objects, along With the various fea 
tures, and structures that characteriZe the invention, are 
pointed out With particularity in the claims annexed to and 
forming a part of this disclosure. For a better understanding of 
the adhesive tape of the present disclosure, its advantages, and 
the speci?c objects attained by its uses, reference should be 
made to the accompanying draWings and descriptive matter in 
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Which there are illustrated and described the preferred 
embodiments of the invention. 
[0022] As such, While embodiments of the adhesive tape 
are herein illustrated and described, it is to be appreciated that 
various changes, rearrangements and modi?cations may be 
made therein, Without departing from the scope of the inven 
tion as de?ned by the claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0023] As a compliment to the description and for better 
understanding of the speci?cation presented herein, 7 pages 
of draWings are disclosed With an informative, but not limit 
ing, intention. 
[0024] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of one embodiment of 
the adhesive tape of the present invention; 
[0025] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the adhesive tape of 
FIG. 1 With the tape portion folded and ready for application; 
[0026] FIG. 3A is a perspective vieW of the adhesive tape of 
FIG. 1 in one embodiment of a manufactured state for strip 
goods; 
[0027] FIG. 3B is a cross sectional vieW of the adhesive 
tape of FIG. 3A; 
[0028] FIG. 3C is an end vieW ofthe adhesive tape ofFIG. 
1 in a second embodiment of a manufactured state for rolled 
goods; 
[0029] FIG. 4 is a perspective vieW of the adhesive tape of 
FIG. 2 being applied; 
[0030] FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of another embodiment 
of the adhesive tape of the present invention; 
[0031] FIG. 6 is a perspective vieW of yet another embodi 
ment of the adhesive tape of the present invention; and 
[0032] FIG. 7 is a How chart of a method of installing the 
adhesive tape of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0033] The best mode for carrying out the invention is 
presented in terms of the preferred embodiment, Wherein 
similar referenced characters designate corresponding fea 
tures throughout the several ?gures of the draWings. 
[0034] For purposes of description herein, the terms 
“upper”, “loWer”, “right”, “left”, “rear”, “front”, “vertical”, 
“horizontal”, and derivatives thereof, shall relate to the inven 
tion as oriented in FIG. 1. HoWever, it is to be understood that 
the invention may assume various alternative orientations, 
except Where expressly speci?ed to the contrary. It is also to 
be understood that the speci?c devices and processes illus 
trated in the attached draWings and described in the folloWing 
speci?cation are exemplary embodiments of the inventive 
concepts de?ned in the appended claims. Hence, speci?c 
dimensions and other physical characteristics relating to the 
embodiments disclosed herein are not to be considered as 
limiting, unless the claims expressly state otherWise. 
[0035] Reference Will noW be made in detail to the present 
preferred embodiments of the invention, examples of Which 
are illustrated in the accompanying draWings. Wherever pos 
sible, these same referenced numerals Will be used through 
out the draWings to refer to the same or like parts. Like 
features betWeen the various embodiments utiliZe similar 
numerical designations. Where appropriate, the various simi 
lar features have been further differentiated by an alphanu 
meric designation, Wherein the corresponding alphabetic des 
ignator has been changed. Further, the dimensions illustrated 
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in the drawings (if provided) are included for purposes of 
example only and are not intended to limit the scope of the 
present invention. Additionally, particular details in the draW 
ings Which are illustrated in hidden or dashed lines are to be 
considered as forming no part of the present invention. 
[0036] As used herein, the term adhesive is meant to be 
used and de?ned in its general and ordinary sense. That is to 
say any substance, material or compound that unites or bonds 
surfaces together, Whether it be physically or chemically and 
may include, for example, pressure sensitive adhesives, liquid 
adhesives, resin adhesives, sealants, glues, gums, and any 
otherbinders regardless of Whether they are liquid, tape, solid 
or any other form. Additionally, the bond strength, ease of 
release, amount of residual adhesive, etc., are all factors that 
can be varied to suit the particular requirements of the end 
user. Of course, this is not meant to be limiting in any manner 
and these adhesives may take on numerous con?gurations, 
forms and chemical compositions. 
[0037] The present invention relates to adhesive tape, and 
more speci?cally to an improved adhesive tape system and 
method of application. 
[0038] Adhesive tape, and more particularly masking tape, 
is used for numerous and varied purposes, as Well as in 
numerous applications. One such purpose is to demarcate a 
surface into a Zone Which requires painting, from another 
Zone that does not. In this application, typically, a removable 
masking tape is used to demarcate these Zones such that after 
the painting process is complete, the masking tape is 
removed, and the painting process is thereby con?ned to the 
desired area. For example, in the ?eld of automotive re?nish 
ing, the masking operation is critical to protect the areas of the 
vehicle that are not to be painted, from those that are to be. 
Additionally, the masking operation can be quite extensive, 
costly, and time consuming. Further, the masking operation 
must be done by a relatively skilled Worker, as if it is improp 
erly done, costly and time consuming mistakes may occur. As 
such, one of the most time consuming steps in automotive 
re?nishing is in the preparation that takes place before the 
actual ?nishes are applied. 

[0039] Normally the ?nishing process begins by spraying 
one or more layers of primer over the panel that is to be 
?nished. For example, consider a repair that has been done 
Where the rear of a fender meets the front of the driver’s door. 
When the primer is sprayed over this area, some primer enters 
the gap betWeen the panels, also called a “jamb” area. This 
“overspray” can be seen by looking at the hinge area of the 
door after opening the driver’s door. Because the front door 
edge moves in relation to the fender When the door is opened, 
it is extremely dif?cult to tape this gap from the inside. In this 
situation, technicians typically folloW several procedures to 
prevent this area from receiving overspray. 
[0040] One common procedure is to alloW the sprayed 
material to overspray areas behind the gap, and then to clean 
the overspray from the hinge area using a solvent. HoWever, 
this procedure is dif?cult and time consuming, and therefore 
costly. An alternative procedure is to overspray the areas 
behind the gap, and then spray the proper matching color of 
the automobile over the overspray. In addition to being time 
consuming, this procedure is generally unsatisfactory due to 
the hinge area not being properly prepared (clean or prepared 
for painting). Thus, the paint tends to ?ake or peel over time. 
A third procedure is to overspray the area behind the gap and 
leave the area discolored. This “do nothing” procedure is 
certainly the most time e?icient procedure, hoWever, it is 
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generally not considered a proper repair. Finally, this jamb 
area can be masked off in order to prevent the overspray from 
entering the areas altogether. 
[0041] Generally, the accepted proper procedure is to 
either: 1) prep and paint the jamb area. This procedure typi 
cally involves removing one or more of the automobile panels 
and then thoroughly cleaning and preparing the surface to 
accept the applied ?nishes; or 2) to mask the area in an 
attempt to keep the overspray from entering and adhering to 
the jamb area. HoWever, both of these approached require an 
investment of a signi?cant amount of time and effort. 
[0042] Accordingly, a need exists for novel systems and 
methods Which have, among other advantages, ease of use, 
decreased application time, While increasing productivity. 
Therefore, an adhesive tape that solves the aforementioned 
disadvantages and having the aforementioned advantages is 
desired. 
[0043] The disadvantages and draWbacks of the prior art are 
overcome through the adhesive tape of the present invention, 
Wherein one preferred embodiment is disclosed in FIGS. 1-3. 
Referring noW to FIG. 1, there is shoWn a ?rst embodiment of 
the adhesive tape 2 Which comprises a tape portion 10, 
Wherein the tape portion includes a ?rst side 12 and a second 
side 14. First side 12 includes an adhesive layer 20 disposed 
thereon. A handle portion 30 is also included Which com 
prises a ?rst edge 32, Wherein the ?rst edge of handle portion 
30 is longitudinally disposed adjacent the ?rst side 12 of tape 
portion 10. 
[0044] In one preferred embodiment, tape portion 10 com 
prises a relatively thin and longitudinally ?at material and 
includes a ?rst side 12 and a second side 14.Adhered, layered, 
laid doWn, or otherWise disposed on ?rst side 12 is an adhe 
sive layer 20. For example, tape portion 10 may be similar in 
characteristics and composition to a masking tape. In this 
particular embodiment, second side 14 Will not contain an 
adhesive and as such, Will be non-adhering. Of course, this is 
not meant to be limiting in any manner and second side 14 
may comprise one or more adhesives as the particular require 
ments dictate. 

[0045] Adhesive layer 20 may be any adhesive substance, 
material or compound that unites or bonds With a surface, 
regardless of its reaction mechanics and may adhere physi 
cally, chemically, or by any other process. For example, adhe 
sive layer 20 may include, for example, one or more of the 
folloWing: pressure sensitive adhesives; liquid adhesives; 
resin adhesives; sealants; glues; gums; or any other binders 
regardless of Whether they are liquid, tape, solid or any other 
forms. Additionally, the bond strength, ease of release, 
amount of residual adhesive, etc., are all factors that can be 
varied to suit the particular requirements of the end user. Of 
course, this is not meant to be limiting in any manner and 
these adhesives may take on numerous con?gurations, forms 
and chemical compositions. 
[0046] The speci?c con?gurations and features of tape por 
tion 10 may vary according to speci?c requirements. In the 
preferred embodiment, tape portion 10 is generally thin and 
longitudinally ?at paper material With a non-permanent, or 
releasable, adhesive disposed on ?rst side 12. For example, a 
rubber adhesive disposed on a paper backing. HoWever, the 
shape of tape portion 10 may vary according to speci?c 
requirements and further, other materials and adhesives may 
be used. For example, tape portion 10 may comprise a plastic 
material either replacing or in combination With a paper mate 
rial and any adhesive may be used as the requirements dictate. 
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[0047] In one preferred embodiment, handle portion 30 
also comprises a relatively thin and longitudinally ?at mate 
rial and includes a ?rst edge 32. For example, handle portion 
30 may be similar in characteristics and composition to a 
release liner. Release liners and/or ?lms are generally knoWn 
in the art and comprise a backing material such as paper or 
plastic that is coated, layered, or otherWise has disposed on 
one or more surfaces a coating that does not adhere to the 

adhesive, or at least adheres less in order to permit the release 
liner to be easily removed from the adhesive, and typically 
serves to protect the adhesive until ready for use. These mate 
rials may include paper or plastic materials Which are coated, 
layered, or otherWise have disposed on them non-stick coat 
ings such as silicones, Waxes, and the like. In one preferred 
embodiment, handle portion 30 comprises a releasable liner 
coated With silicone material such that adhesive layer 20 of 
?rst side 12 is easily removed from one or more sides 34 and 

35 of handle portion 30. In addition, one or more chemicals, 
features, or other systems may be added to improve the grip of 
handle portion 30. Of course, this is not meant to be limiting 
in any manner and handle portion 30 may comprise any 
material composition and further, if the requirements dictate, 
may comprise one or more adhesives. 

[0048] Tape portion 10 is fabricated, adhered, positioned or 
otherWise disposed on handle 30 such that the ?rst edge 32 of 
handle 30 is longitudinally positioned along the ?rst side 12 
of tape portion 1 0. For example, in one preferred embodiment 
?rst edge 32 is centrally disposed longitudinally along ?rst 
side 10, dividing ?rst side 10 into ?rst and second portions or 
areas 16 and 17, as depicted in FIG. 1 and, as depicted in FIG. 
2, is positionable, foldable, or otherWise movable such that 
angle 0t and angle [3 may be varied. In other Words, in this 
particular embodiment, ?rst and second portions or areas 16 
and 17, respectively, of tape portion 10 may be folded or bent. 
In this manner, the adhesive layer 20 of ?rst portion 16 may be 
folded onto ?rst side 34 of handle 30, and second portion 17 
may be folded onto second side 35 as depicted in FIG. 3. In 
this manner tape 2, and more particularly adhesive layer or 
surface 20 may be protected until ready for use. In this con 
?guration tape 2 could be supplied in either rolled goods or 
strips. An alternative form of adhesive tape 2A as illustrated in 
FIG. 3C, Wherein ?rst portion 16A is disposed relatively 
in-line With handle portion 30A and second portion 17A is 
disposed as described above With respect to the ?rst embodi 
ment. This manner facilitates providing tape 2A in the forms 
of rolled goods, as adhesive surfaces 20A Will adhere to 
second side 14A of second portion 17A When rolled. For 
example, When rolled around a core (not shoWn) as contem 
porary masking tape is typically distributed. 
[0049] In use then, adhesive surface 20 of ?rst portion 16 
and second portion 17 are peeled, removed or otherWise 
released from ?rst and second sides 34 and 35, respectively, of 
handle portion 30. In one preferred embodiment, ?rst and 
second portions 16 and 17, respectively, of tape portion 10 are 
fabricated form a single piece of material. As such, one 
released, ?rst portion 16 and second portion 17 Will naturally 
tend to return to the original ?at state of tape portion 10 and in 
this manner portions 16 and 17 Will become angularly dis 
posed With respect to handle portion 30 as illustrated in FIG. 
2. Of course, tape portion 10 need not be fabricated form a 
single piece of material and further, ?rst and second portions 
16 and 17 may be angled or bent manually by the user to 
numerous con?gurations. First and second portions 16 and 
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17, respectively, are then either automatically or manually 
bent or angled to a desired Width “W.” 

[0050] For descriptive purposes only, and in no Way desir 
ing to be limited to the folloWing steps, procedures, or appli 
cation, the application of tape 10 Will be described With 
references to the tape as: l) a masking tape; 2) as applied to an 
automobile; and 3) applied for the purpose of preventing 
overspray betWeen a pair of panels on the automobile. In use 
then, Width “W” should be larger than the Width of the gap 42 
betWeen panels 40 and 41. Tape 10 is ?rst inserted into gap 42, 
Wherein the non-adhesive side 14 is the ?rst to be inserted into 
gap 42. Portions 16 and/or 17 may then compress inWardly 
(toWards handle portion 30) When passing through gap 42. 
Once inserted, portions 16 and 17 may re-expand (FIG. 4) 
once on the other side of (or through) the gap. Then, as handle 
portion 30 is pulled upWardly (opposite of the insertion direc 
tion), the adhesive surface 20 of portions 16 and/or 17 Will be 
a?ixed or adhered to the underside surface(s) 44 and/or 45 of 
panels 40 and 41, respectively. For example, on one preferred 
embodiment Wherein portions 16 and 17 are approximately 
equal in siZe, portions 16 and 17 Will be af?xed or adhered to 
the underside surfaces 44 and 45 of panels 40 and 41, respec 
tively, thereby masking the (gap) jamb area and preventing 
overspray from entering the jamb area. Of course, portions 16 
and/or 17 may have numerous other shapes, con?gurations, 
lengths, Width, and may vary by speci?cation. 
[0051] Additionally, handle portion 30 may be provided 
With perforations 36 such that handle 30 may be removed or 
torn off as may be required for, for example, a subsequent 
painting operation. HoWever, this is not meant to be limiting 
in any manner and handle portion 30 need not be perforated, 
but may be detachable in any manner knoWn in the art. Of 
course, handle 30 may be permanently attached if so desired. 
An alternate embodiment is illustrated in FIG. 5 Wherein 
handle 30 also includes an adhesive portion 38 of one or both 
sides 34 and/ or 35. In this manner, handle portion 30 can be 
used in the masking effort to cover a speci?c area that is not to 
be painted. For example, referring back to FIG. 4, if panel 40 
Was to be repaired and painted, but panel 41 did not require 
painting, the application described previously Would be car 
ried out. HoWever, instead of removing handle 30, a release 
liner (not shoWn) Would be removed from an adhesive strip 
disposed on second side 35 of handle 30, and handle 30 Would 
be positioned over and adhered to panel 41 and Would then act 
as a cover and protect panel 41, as Well as the gap therebe 
tWeen. 

[0052] The speci?c con?gurations and features of tape 2 
may vary according to speci?c requirements. In the preferred 
embodiment, tape 2 is generally T-shaped and is fabricated in 
a detachable one-piece con?guration from a paper backing 
and a rubberiZed adhesive. HoWever, the shape of tape 2 or 
any component thereof may vary according to the speci?c 
requirements of the end user. Further, although one preferred 
embodiment of tape 2 is fabricated from a paper backing and 
a rubberized adhesive, it is not to be so limited and many other 
material and adhesives may be used. In addition, although this 
particular embodiment of tape 2 is fabricated into a one-piece 
con?guration, multiple pieces can be utiliZed, and assembled 
by various techniques knoWn in the art. 
[0053] Referring noW to FIG. 6, yet another embodiment of 
tape 2B is shoWn Wherein handle portion 30B is disposed 
along an edge of tape portion 10B as illustrated. 
[0054] Referring noW to FIG. 7, a How chart illustrating a 
method for applying adhesive tape 10 is provided and com 
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prises: providing an opening Which is disposedbetWeen a pair 
of adjacent panels (50). For example, a pair of automotive 
panels; providing an adhesive tape Which comprises: a tape 
portion, Wherein the tape portion includes a ?rst side and a 
second side, and the ?rst side includes an adhesive layer 
disposed thereon; a handle portion, the handle portion com 
prising a ?rst edge, Wherein the ?rst edge of the handle 
portion is longitudinally disposed adjacent the ?rst side of the 
tape portion such that the tape portion is divided into at least 
a ?rst and a second portion (52); the ?rst and the second 
portions are angularly positioned With respect to the handle 
portion, Wherein the Width of the tape portion is Wider than 
the Width of the opening (54); the tape portion is then inserted 
into the opening, Wherein the tape portion compresses as the 
tape portion comes in contact With the opening and is inserted 
therethrough, and expands When the tape portion is inserted 
therein (5 6); the handle portion is then pulled, thereby induc 
ing contact betWeen the adhesive layer of the ?rst side of the 
tape portion to an underside of at least one of the adjacent 
panels (58). Typically, the ?rst and the second portions Will be 
bent to an angle of less than 90 degrees With respect to the 
handle portion. Further, the handle portion may be removed if 
desired or folded over adjacent panels if desired. 

[0055] The method of applying an adhesive tape is 
described in a step sequence. HoWever, many steps may be 
accomplished either before, after or simultaneously, as such, 
the method does not necessarily have a linear sequence of 
events. It is also to be understood that various modi?cations 
may be made to invention, it sequences, methods, orienta 
tions, and the like Without departing from the inventive con 
cept and that the description contained herein is merely a 
preferred embodiment and hence, not meant to be limiting 
unless stated otherWise. 

[0056] The speci?c con?gurations and features of adhesive 
tape 2 may vary according to speci?c requirements. In one 
described and preferred embodiment, adhesive tape 2 is gen 
erally T-shaped and handle portion 30 is disposed longitudi 
nally along a center line of ?rst edge 12, forming equal Width 
portion 16 and 17. HoWever, the longitudinal disposition of 
handle portion 30 may vary according to speci?c require 
ments, and need not form equal con?gurations. Further, 
although one preferred embodiment of masking adhesive tape 
2 includes a handle portion 30 coated With a silicone material, 
other releasable materials and fabrication techniques may be 
used. 

[0057] Advantageously, the adhesive tape of the present 
invention is e?iciently fabricated and elegantly designed. 
Consequently, the embodiments of the preferred invention 
disclosed herein reveal an adhesive tape and method of appli 
cation that has reduced the time and effort Which required of 
a user for proper masking. 

[0058] The solutions offered by the invention disclosed 
herein have thus been attained in an economical, practical, 
and facile manner. To Whit, a novel adhesive tape that is cost 
effective, easily installed, and easily removed has been 
invented. While preferred embodiments and example con 
?gurations of the inventions have been herein illustrated, 
shoWn, and described, it is to be appreciated that various 
changes, rearrangements, and modi?cations may be made 
therein, Without departing from the scope of the invention as 
de?ned by the claims. It is intended that the speci?c embodi 
ments and con?gurations disclosed herein are illustrative of 
the preferred and best modes for practicing the invention, and 
should not be interpreted as limitations on the scope of the 
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invention as de?ned by the claims, and it is to be appreciated 
that various changes, rearrangements, and modi?cations may 
be made therein, Without departing from the scope of the 
invention as de?ned by the claims. 

The invention claimed is: 
1. An adhesive tape comprising: 
a tape portion, the tape portion including a ?rst side and a 

second side, Wherein the ?rst side includes an adhesive 
layer disposed thereon; 

a handle portion, the handle portion comprising a ?rst 
edge; 

Wherein the ?rst edge of the handle portion is longitudi 
nally adjacent the ?rst side of the tape portion. 

2. a masking tape supply of claim 1: 
Wherein the tape portion is positionable, longitudinally, 

along the ?rst edge of the handle portion. 
3. a masking tape supply of claim 1: 
Wherein the handle portion segments the tape portion into 

at least tWo areas, and each area of the tape portion is 
positionable, longitudinally, along the ?rst edge of the 
handle portion, such that the tape portion may be angu 
larly con?gured With respect to the handle portion. 

4. a masking tape supply of claim 3: 
Wherein the tape portion is divided into at least tWo areas. 
5. The adhesive tape of claim 1, Wherein: 
the handle portion is detachably disposed on the tape por 

tion. 
6. The adhesive tape of claim 5, Wherein: 
the handle portion is perforated along the ?rst edge. 
7. The adhesive tape of claim 1, Wherein: 
the ?rst edge of the handle portion is centrally disposed 

adjacent the ?rst side of the tape portion. 
8. The adhesive tape of claim 1, Wherein: 
the handle portion comprises a releasable liner. 
9. The adhesive tape of claim 1, Wherein: 
the handle portion further comprises a third and a fourth 

side, Wherein a second adhesive layer is disposed on one 
or more of the ?rst or the second side. 

10. An adhesive tape comprising: 
a tape portion, the tape portion including a ?rst side and a 

second side, Wherein at least the ?rst side includes an 
adhesive layer disposed thereon; 

a handle portion, the handle portion comprising a ?rst 
edge; 

Wherein the ?rst edge of the handle portion is longitudi 
nally disposed adjacent the ?rst side of the tape portion; 

Wherein further, the tape portion is positionable, longitu 
dinally, along the ?rst edge of the handle portion. 

11. a masking tape supply of claim 10: 
Wherein the handle portion segments the tape portion into 

at least tWo areas, and each area of the tape portion is 
positionable, longitudinally, along the ?rst edge of the 
handle portion, such that the tape portion may be angu 
larly con?gured to be disposed less than 180 degrees 
With respect to the handle portion. 

12. The adhesive tape of claim 10, Wherein: 
the handle portion is detachably disposed on the tape por 

tion. 
13. The adhesive tape of claim 12, Wherein: 
the handle portion is perforated along the ?rst edge. 
14. The adhesive tape of claim 10, Wherein: 
the ?rst edge of the handle portion is centrally disposed 

adjacent the ?rst side of the tape portion. 
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15. The adhesive tape of claim 10, wherein: 
the handle portion comprises a releasable liner. 
16. The adhesive tape of claim 10, Wherein: 
the handle portion further comprises a third and a fourth 

side, Wherein a second adhesive layer is disposed on one 
or more of the ?rst or the second side. 

17. An adhesive tape comprising: 
a tape portion, the tape portion including a ?rst side and a 

second side, Wherein at least the ?rst side includes an 
adhesive layer disposed thereon; 

a handle portion, the handle portion comprising a releas 
able liner, and including a ?rst edge; 

Wherein the ?rst edge of the handle portion is longitudi 
nally and centrally disposed adjacent the ?rst side of the 
tape portion; 

Wherein the handle portion segments the tape portion into 
at least tWo areas, and each area of the tape portion is 
positionable, longitudinally, along the ?rst edge of the 
handle portion, such that the tape portion may be angu 
larly con?gured With respect to the handle portion. 

18. The adhesive tape of claim 17 Wherein: 
the handle portion is detachably disposed on the tape por 

tion. 
19. a method of applying an adhesive tape comprising: 
providing an opening disposed betWeen a pair of adjacent 

panels; 
providing an adhesive tape comprising: 

a tape portion, the tape portion including a ?rst side and 
a second side, Wherein the ?rst side includes an adhe 
sive layer disposed thereon; 
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a handle portion, the handle portion comprising a ?rst 
edge; 

Wherein the ?rst edge of the handle portion is longitudi 
nally disposed adjacent the ?rst side of the tape por 
tion such that the tape portion is divided into at least a 
?rst and a second portion; 

positioning the ?rst and the second portions angularly With 
respect to the handle portion, Wherein the Width of the 
tape portion is Wider than the Width of the opening; 

inserting the tape portion into the opening, Wherein the tape 
portion compresses as the tape portion comes in contact 
With the opening and is inserted therethrough, and 
expands When the tape portion is inserted therein; 

pulling the handle portion, thereby inducing contact 
betWeen the adhesive layer of the ?rst side of the tape 
portion to an underside of at least one of the adjacent 
panels. 

20. The method of claim 19 further comprising: 
positioning the ?rst and the second portions at an angle of 

less than 90 degrees With respect to the handle portion. 
21. The method of claim 19 further comprising: 
Removing the handle portion. 
22. The method of claim 19 further comprising: 
Folding the handle portion over one of the adjacent panels. 
23. The method of claim 22 further comprising: 

Adhering the handle portion to the adjacent panel. 

* * * * * 


