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(Us) (57) ABSTRACT 

Correspondence Addressi An article of clothing includes a clothing product, a display 
ELLIOT FURMAN portion attached to the clothing product, and a plurality of 
15 WEST 815T STREET #llJ display items. The display portion has a suppleness and soft 
NEW YORK, NY 10024 ness substantially the same as that of the clothing product. 

The display portion includes at least some of a top layer of 
(21) APP1- NOJ 11/674,762 loop fabric, a middle layer of foam, and a bottom layer of 

_ lining material. The display portion may be laminated 
(22) Flled: Feb‘ 14’ 2007 together, and may be attached to the clothing by at least one of 

_ _ _ _ a stitch other than a single stitch, and a heat fusible layer. The 
Pubhcatlon Classl?catlon display portion is attached onto the clothing product at a 

(51) Int, Cl, position for displaying at least one of the plurality of display 
A41D 27/08 (200601) items. The display items are attached to the display portion 
A41D 27/02 (200601) using hook-and-loop fastener system. Each of the plurality of 
B65D 85/18 display items are die-cut from a hook material. 
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CLOTHING WITH DETACHABLE SYMBOLS 

BACKGROUND 

[0001] Clothing such as t-shirts With messages printed on 
them are very common. The printed messages may be ideo 
logical, social or political statements, catchy phrases to draW 
attention, motivational statements, proverbs, or any type of 
message or image. Further, the printed messages may help 
persons to express their feelings, their mood, their identity, or 
their membership to a group. A printed message may become 
too often used, uninteresting, or obsolete With time and the 
person may Want clothing having a message that suits a dif 
ferent or current situation. 

[0002] In the prior art, the use of detachable and rearrange 
able insignia that include alphabets, pictures, symbols, and 
the like enables the person to create and display a desired 
message on the clothing, and vary the message With time. In 
the prior art, the insignia contains a hook portion on its back 
portion and a printed area on its front portion. The clothing 
includes a loop portion. The insignia are attached to the cloth 
ing using a hook-and-loop fastener system. 
[0003] HoWever, prior art clothing With detachable insignia 
suffer from many limitations. For example, the loop portion is 
less soft and less ?exible as compared to fabric of the cloth 
ing. Also, the loop portion does not blend easily With the 
fabric of the clothing, thereby making the clothing less com 
fortable to Wear and less appealing to sight. Additionally, the 
loop portion is seWn onto the fabric of the clothing With 
simple stitching causing the loop portion to display stiff and 
pointed edges that are both uncomfortable and unsightly. 
And, the loop portion becomes susceptible to breaking due to 
the repeated application and removal of the insignia. Further, 
the ink of the printed area on the front portion of the insignia 
can rub off or fade over time With repeated use. 
[0004] Thus, there is need for an improved article of cloth 
ing With detachable symbols. 

SUMMARY 

[0005] An article of clothing includes a clothing product, a 
display portion, and a plurality of display items. The article of 
clothing may also include a bag to carry the plurality of 
display items. The display portion is attached onto the cloth 
ing product. The display portion may be attached using a 
stitch other than a single stitch. The display portion may also 
be attached by melting a heat fusible layer betWeen the cloth 
ing product and the display portion. Display items are remov 
ably attached to the display portion using a hook-and-loop 
fastener. The hook-and-loop fastener includes a plurality of 
loops on the outer surface of the display portion facing aWay 
from the clothing product, and a plurality of hooks on a 
display item. The display portion includes a top layer of loop 
fabric, a middle layer of foam, and a bottom layer of lining 
material. The top layer 202 may include a nylon loop fabric, 
the middle layer may include a polyester foam, and the bot 
tom layer may include a tricot knit fabric. The three layers 
may be laminated together. The display portion has a supple 
ness and softness substantially the same as that of the clothing 
product. Each display item is die-cut from a hook material. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0006] FIG. 1A illustrates a clothing product, a display 
portion, and display items of an article of clothing. 
[0007] FIG. 1B illustrates a bag to carry the display items. 
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[0008] FIG. 1C illustrates a front vieW of an exemplary 
display item. 
[0009] FIG. 1D illustrates a back vieW of the exemplary 
display item. 
[0010] FIG. 1E illustrates an exemplary arrangement of 
display items. 
[0011] FIG. 1F illustrates an exemplary rearrangement of 
the display items. 
[0012] FIG. 2 illustrates a cross sectional vieW of the dis 
play portion of the article of clothing. 
[0013] FIG. 3A illustrates double stitching to attach the 
display portion onto the clothing product. 
[0014] FIG. 3B illustrates Zig-Zag stitching to attach the 
display portion onto the clothing product. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0015] FIGS. 1A-1F shoW an article of clothing 100. The 
article of clothing 100 includes a clothing product 102, a 
display portion 104, and a plurality of display items 106. The 
article of clothing 100 may also include a bag 108 to carry the 
plurality of display items 106. The display portion 104 is 
attached onto the clothing product 102 and display items 106 
are removably attached to the display portion 104 using a 
hook-and-loop fastener. A display item includes a front por 
tion 112 (FIG. 1C) and a back portion 114 (FIG. 1D). The 
hook-and-loop fastener includes a plurality of loops 110 on 
the outer surface of the display portion 104 facing aWay from 
the clothing product 102, and plurality of hooks 116 on the 
back portion 114. FIG. 2 shoWs a cross sectional vieW of the 
display portion 104. The display portion 104 includes a top 
layer of loop fabric 202, a middle layer of foam 204, and a 
bottom layer of lining material 206. FIGS. 3A and 3B shoW 
double stitching 302 and Zig-Zag stitching 304 respectively to 
attach the display portion 104 onto the clothing product 102. 
The display portion 104 may also be attached using a heat 
fusible layer. 
[0016] FIGS. 1A and 1B illustrate various components of 
an exemplary article of clothing 100. The article of clothing 
100 includes the clothing product 102, the display portion 
104, and the plurality of display items 106. The article of 
clothing 100 may include the bag 108. The bag 108 is used to 
carry the plurality of display items 106. 
[0017] The clothing product 102 may be one of, but not 
limited to, caps, jackets, shirts, t-shirts, trousers, overalls, 
hats, long sleeve shirts, sWeatshirts, sWeatpants, and pants. 
The clothing product 102 may be made of a material that 
includes at least one of cotton, nylon, polyester, and other 
fabrics and blends of fabrics. The clothing product 102 may 
also include decorations such as straps, printed image, and the 
like. 
[0018] The display portion 104 includes a plurality of loops 
110. The shape of the display portion 104 is at least one of, but 
not limited to, rectangular, circular, elliptical, polygonal, 
curved, arcuate, curvilinear, rectilinear, and arched. For 
example, the display portion 104 may be large and round to 
alloW more space for placement of more display items 106 
With a greater variety of messages. 
[0019] The display portion 104 is attached onto the clothing 
product 102 using a stitch other than single stitch. Altema 
tively, or in combination, the display portion 104 may be 
attached by heat transfer, for example, by melting a heat 
fusible layer betWeen the clothing product 102 and the dis 
play portion 104. The heat fusible layer is melted under heat 
or pressure, or a combination of heat and pressure. Fusing 
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layers of fabric is Well understood by those having ordinary 
skill in the art. The heat fusible layer may be a heat activated 
adhesive. The heat fusible may be a fabric or mesh that melts 
under heat or pres sure, or a combination of heat and pressure. 
Heat activated adhesives, fabrics, and meshes are Well under 
stood by those having ordinary skill in the art. 
[0020] The display portion 104 is attached such that there 
are substantially no excess edges and margins. The absence of 
excess edges and margins results in improving the aesthetic 
appearance of the combination of the clothing product 102 
and the display portion 104, as Well as greatly reducing or 
eliminating the chance that the display portion can catch or 
snag on other clothing items, or be pulled loose during use or 
Washing. The display portion 104 is attached onto the cloth 
ing product 102 at a position for displaying at least one of the 
plurality of display items 106. For example, the display por 
tion 104 may be attached at the chest portion of a t-shir‘t, 
and/ or the back portion of a t-shirt. 

[0021] Each display item, for example, a display item 10611, 
is die-cut from a hook material. The hook material may 
include hook-and-loop type material such as a material sold 
under the trademark VELCRO. The display item 1 0611 may be 
one of a letter or an alphabet such as A, B, C, a number such 
as l, 2, 3, a symbol, a picture, a picture of a cartoon character, 
a Word, a badge, a slogan, a text, an indicium, an insignia, a 
character, a logo, and combinations thereof. 
[0022] FIGS. 1C and 1D illustrate a front vieW and back 
vieW of an exemplary display item 10611. The display item 
106a includes a front portion 112 and a back portion 114. The 
back portion 114 includes a plurality of hooks 116. The dis 
play item 10611 is removably attached to the display portion 
104 by pressing the plurality of hooks 116 onto the plurality 
ofloops 110. The front portion 112 is visible on the display 
portion 104 While the back portion 114 is attached to the 
display portion 104. The hook-and-loop fastening enables 
?rm but easily removable fastening betWeen the plurality of 
hooks 116 and the plurality of loops 110. The color of the 
display item 10611 is chosen based on the color of the display 
portion 104 and the available colors of the hook material. The 
color of the hook material may be selected based on the color 
of the display portion 104 to obtain desired brightness and 
contrast for better display. For example, the display portion 
104 may be black in color and the color of the hook material 
selected may be a light color such as White. The display item 
10611 is die-cut to provide it With an aesthetic look by provid 
ing the display item 10611 With sharp edges and smooth sides, 
and also to ensure the edges of the display item Withstand 
repeated and prolonged use. The display items 106 may be 
provided With a decorative pattern by printing. The display 
items 106 may have decorative layers seWn or glued onto 
them. The display items 106 may be provided With a ?uores 
cent paint or dye that gloWs in dark. 
[0023] The display item 106a along With other display 
items may be detached and rearranged to form a desired 
message. For example, the display items 106 such as ‘A’, ‘B’, 
‘l’, ‘2’, ‘C’, ‘3’, and ‘l’ are arranged on the display portion 
104 ofa t-shirt 102 as shoWn in FIG. 1A. The t-shirt 102 has 
the display portion 104 attached at a chest portion. A user can 
select the display items 106 and customiZe the t-shirt 102 as 
desired. The arrangement of the display items 106 can be 
changed to create different messages, phrases, etc. For exem 
plary purposes, FIGS. 1E and IF depict one such rearrange 
ment of the display items 106 on the display portion 104. FIG. 
1E shoWs the formation of Word ‘LOOP’, While FIG. 1F 
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depicts the rearrangement of the same display items 106 to 
form a neW Word ‘POOL’. Further, the orientation of this 
rearrangement of the display items 106 can also be changed 
on the surface of the display portion 104. As shoWn in FIG. 
1E, ‘LOOP’ is displayed in a horizontal direction, While in 
FIG. 1F ‘POOL’ is displayed in a vertical direction. It Would 
be apparent to a person skilled in the art, that similar rear 
rangement could be done With numerals, symbols, characters, 
and any combination thereof. Further, the rearrangement can 
be used to create different messages, phrases, etc. 
[0024] During attachment and rearrangement of display 
items 106, the display portion 104 is comfortable to a user 
While connecting With the plurality of hooks 116 due to the 
composition of the display portion 104. 
[0025] FIG. 2 shoWs a sectional side vieW of the display 
portion 104. The display portion 104 includes three layers. 
The display portion 104 includes a top layer of loop fabric 
202, a middle layer of foam 204, and a bottom layer of lining 
material 206. The top layer 202 may include a nylon loop 
fabric, the middle layer may include a polyester foam, and the 
bottom layer may include a tricot knit fabric. Further, the top 
layer of loop fabric 202 may include 100% nylon loop fabric, 
and the bottom layer of lining material 206 may include a 
nylon tricot fabric. The three layers 202, 204, and 206 may be 
laminated together. Alternatively, the three layers 202, 204, 
and 206 may be Weaved together. An example of the display 
portion 104 is a cloth sold under the trademark VELCLOTH. 
[0026] The top layer of loop fabric 202 includes the plural 
ity of loops 110 facing aWay from the clothing product 102. 
The bottom layer of lining material 206 is soft and silk-like. 
The display portion 104 is soft, ?exible, and comfortable to a 
user While connecting With the plurality of hooks 116 present 
on the display item 10611. The display portion 104 has a 
suppleness and softness substantially the same as that of the 
clothing product 102. The display portion 104 may be less 
than 1/s of an inch thick. Another type of display portion 104 
may include only the top layer of loop fabric 202 and the 
bottom layer of lining material 206, and still have a supple 
ness and softness substantially the same as that of the clothing 
product 102. Yet another type of display portion 104 may 
include only the top layer of loop fabric 202 attached to the 
clothing product 102 using the heat fusible layer. 
[0027] Since the display portion 104 has a suppleness and 
softness substantially the same as that of the clothing product 
102, the display portion 104 may be attached at any part of the 
clothing product 102. Further, the clothing product 102 may 
include more than one display portions. For example, a t-shirt 
With tWo display portions, one at the back of the t-shirt and 
one at the front of the t-shirt to display tWo different mes 
sages. The display portion 104 may be used on other portions 
of the clothing product 102. For example, the display portion 
104 may be any shape and may be attached to the sleeves or 
back of a t-shirt. The clothing product 102 may be available in 
a variety of colors. The color of the display portion 104 may 
be selected to improve the overall appearance of the clothing 
product 102 and the display portion 104. A user may Wear the 
clothing product Without the display items 106. A decorative 
stitching and piping may be used at the positions Where the 
display portion 104 is attached onto the clothing product 102. 
In addition, the color of the decorative stitching may be dif 
ferent from the color of the display portion 104. 
[0028] A type of stitching other than single stitching may 
be used to attach the display portion 104 onto the clothing 
product 102. For example, the type of stitching may be one of 
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double stitching or Zig-Zag stitching. FIG. 3A illustrates 
double stitching 302 to attach the display portion 104 onto the 
clothing product 102. FIG. 3B illustrates Zig-Zag stitching 
304 to attach the display portion 104 onto the clothing product 
102. Double stitching 302 or the zigzag stitching 304 results 
in substantially no excess edges and margins of the display 
portion 104. 
[0029] A display item may be used to display a logo of a 
company. A display item may also be used to display at least 
one of a person’s name, the name of a company, group, 
school, college, and the like. Further, the plurality of display 
items 106 may form a picture. The picture may be at least one 
of a movie actor, a historic monument, a cartoon character, 
and the like. 
[0030] The display portion 104 along With the plurality of 
display items 106 may form a playable puZZle or, equiva 
lently, a game. The puZZle may include a combination of 
different display portions having different shapes and/ or col 
ors. The display portion 104 may comprise a plurality of 
sections, and each section may comprise a different shape 
and/or color. The display portion 104 may also comprise 
colored stitching, dyes, paints, and printing to further de?ne 
the puZZle. 
[0031] In one use, a celebrity may use the article of clothing 
100 that includes a t-shir‘t, the display portion 104, and the 
plurality of display items 106 to attract and interact With a 
croWd by displaying different messages. The article of cloth 
ing 100 may be used to display promotional materials or to 
advertise products. 
[0032] The foregoing detailed description has set forth a 
feW of the many forms that this invention can take. It is 
intended that the foregoing detailed description be under 
stood as an illustration of selected forms that the invention can 
take and not as a limitation to the de?nition of the invention. 
It is only the folloWing claims, including all equivalents that 
are intended to de?ne the scope of this invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An article of clothing With detachable and rearrangeable 

display items comprising: 
a clothing product; 
a display portion attached onto the clothing product, the 

display portion comprising, 
a top layer of loop fabric; 
a middle layer of foam; 
a bottom layer of lining material; and 

a plurality of display items; 
Wherein the display portion has a suppleness and softness 

substantially the same as that of the clothing product, 
Wherein the display portion is attached onto the clothing 
product at a position for displaying at least one of the 
plurality of display items, Wherein the display portion 
comprises an outer surface having a plurality of loops 
facing aWay from the clothing product; 

Wherein each of the plurality of display items are die-cut 
from a hook material, Wherein each of the plurality of 
display items comprise a front portion to be displayed 
and a back portion having a plurality of hooks, Wherein 
each of the plurality of display items are detachable and 
rearrangeable by joining the plurality of hooks With the 
plurality of loops. 

2. The article of clothing according to claim 1 Wherein the 
display portion is less than 1/s of an inch thick. 
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3. The article of clothing according to claim 1 Wherein the 
display portion is attached such that there are substantially no 
excess edges and margins. 

4. The article of clothing according to claim 1 Wherein the 
display portion is attached using a stitch other than a single 
stitch. 

5. The article of clothing according to claim 1 Wherein the 
display portion is attached using one of a double stitch or a 
Zig-Zag stitch. 

6. The article of clothing according to claim 1 further 
comprising a heat fusible layer betWeen the clothing product 
and the display portion, Wherein the display portion is 
attached by melting the heat fusible. 

7. The article of clothing according to claim 6 Wherein the 
heat fusible layer comprises heat activated adhesive. 

8. The article of clothing according to claim 1 Wherein the 
top layer, the middle layer, and the bottom layer are laminated 
together. 

9. The article of clothing according to claim 1 Wherein the 
top layer of loop fabric comprises a nylon loop fabric, the 
middle layer of foam comprises polyester foam, and the bot 
tom layer of lining material comprises a tricot knit fabric. 

10. The article of clothing according to claim 1 Wherein the 
bottom layer of lining material comprises a nylon tricot fab 
nc. 

11. The article of clothing according to claim 1 Wherein the 
layer of loop fabric comprises 100% nylon loop fabric. 

12. The article of clothing according to claim 1 Wherein the 
hook material comprises hook-and-loop type material. 

13. The article of clothing according to claim 1 further 
comprising a bag to carry the plurality of display items. 

14. The article of clothing according to claim 1 Wherein the 
clothing product is one of caps, jackets, shirts, t-shirts, trou 
sers, overalls, hat, sWeatshirt, or pants. 

15. The article of clothing according to claim 1 Wherein the 
plurality of display items form letters, numbers, symbols, 
Words, badges, slogans, text, indicia, insignia, characters, 
logos, or cartoons. 

16. The article of clothing according to claim 1 Wherein the 
display portion is attached to at least one of a chest portion 
and a back portion of a t-shir‘t. 

17. The article of clothing according to claim 1 Wherein the 
shape of the display portion is at least one of rectangular, 
circular, or elliptical, polygonal, curved, arcuate, curvilinear, 
rectilinear, and arched. 

18. The article of clothing according to claim 1 further 
comprising decorations on the clothing product. 

19. The article of clothing according to claim 1 Wherein the 
plurality of display items comprise decorations. 

20. The article of clothing according to claim 1 Wherein the 
plurality of display items form a picture. 

21. The article of clothing according to claim 20 Wherein 
the display portion along With the plurality of display items 
form a playable puZZle. 

22. An article of clothing With detachable and rearrange 
able display items comprising: 

a clothing product; 
one or more display portions attached onto the clothing 

product, the one or more display portions each compris 
111%, 
a top layer of nylon loop fabric; 
a middle layer of polyester foam; 
a bottom layer of tricot knit fabric; and 

a plurality of display items; 
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wherein each display portion is less than i/s of an inch thick, 
Wherein each display portion has a suppleness and soft 
ness substantially the same as that of the clothing prod 
uct, Wherein each display portion is attached onto the 
clothing product at a position for displaying at least one 
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display items comprise a front portion to be displayed 
and a back portion having a plurality of hooks, Wherein 
each of the plurality of display items are detachable and 
rearrangeable by joining the plurality of hooks With the 
plurality of loops. 

of the plurality of display items, Wherein each display 25 aitieie of eiethihg With detaehahie and rearrange‘ 
portion comprises an outer surface having a plurality of able dlspiay 1tems Comprising: 
loops facing aWay from the clothing product, Wherein a clpthmg product; _ 
each display portion is attached such that there are sub- a dtsplay pompn attached. Onto the Clothmg product’ the 
stantially no excess edges and margins, Wherein the top dlsplay pomon compnsmg’ 

. -_ a layer ofloop fabric; 
13235225511533‘? layer’ and the bottom layer are laml a heat fusible layer betWeen the clothing product and the 

Wherein each of the plurality of display items is die-cut dlsplay port1on’ the heat fus.lble layer anachmg the dls 
- - - play port1on onto the clothing product by melt1ng the 

from a hook material, wherein each of the plurality of . 
- - - - - heat fus1ble layer under at least one of heat and pressure; d1splay 1tems compr1se a front port1on to be displayed 

and a back portion having a plurality of hooks, Wherein 21nd 1. f d. 1 .t _ 
each of the plurality of display items are detachable and a p um.‘ lty O . 15p ay 1 ems’ 
rearrangeable by joining the plurality ofhooks With the wherein the display port1on has a suppleness and softness 
plurality ofloops substantially the same as that of the clothing product, 

23. The article of clothing according to claim 22 further wherein the display Pom“? is attached to the Clothing 
Comprising a bag to Carry the plurality of display items‘ product at a pos1t1on for d1splay1ng at least one of the 

24. An article of clothing With detachable and rearrange- plurah-ty of dlsplay 1tems’ Wher-em the dlsp-lay port1on 
. . . . compnses an outer surface having a plural1ty of loops 

able d1splay 1tems comprising: 
1 hi d _ facing aWay from the clothing product, Wherein the dis 

a C 0t ng pro Pct’ _ _ play portion is attached such that there are substantially 
one or more d1splay portions attached onto the clothing 

_ _ _ no excess edges and margins; 

Product’ the one or more dlsplay pomons each Compr 15' Wherein each of the plurality of display items are die-cut 
ihg, _ from a hook material, Wherein each of the plurality of 
a top layer of ny1On_1OOP fabric; _ display items comprise a front portion to be displayed 
a bottom layer of tnCOt knit fabi 1C; and and a back portion having a plurality of hooks, Wherein 

a Phiiaiity of disPiay items; each of the plurality of display items are detachable and 
Wheieih the eaeh disPiay Peitioh is iess than 1/8 Of an iheh rearrangeable by joining the plurality of hooks With the 

thick, Wherein each display portion has a suppleness and plurality Of1OOpS_ 
sefthess siihstahtiaiiy the same as that Of the Clothing 26. The article of clothing according to claim 25 Wherein 
Piedhet, Wheieih eaeh disPiay Poitieh is attaehed Onto the display portion further comprises a layer of foam betWeen 
the clothing product at a position for displaying at least the layer of loop fabric and the Clothing product~ 
one of the Phiiaiity of disPiay iteihs: Wheieih eaeh dis- 27. The article of clothing according to claim 25 Wherein 
Piay Poitieh eeihPiises ah Outer shifaee having a Phiiai- the display portion further comprises a layer of lining mate 
ity of ieePs faeihg aWay from the eiethihg Piediiet, rial betWeen the layer of loop fabric and the clothing product. 
Wheieih eaeh disPiay portion is attached such that there 28. The article of clothing according to claim 25 further 
are substantially no excess edges and margins, Wherein _ comprising a bag to carry the plurality of display items. 
the top layer and the bottom layer are lamlnated 29. The article of clothing according to claim 25 Wherein 
together; the heat fusible layer comprises heat activated adhesive. 

Wherein each of the plurality of display items is die-cut 
from a hook material, Wherein each of the plurality of * * * * * 


