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(57) ABSTRACT 

An adjustable cap or headwear intended for cold weather use 
that includes an ear ?ap that is movable between a retracted 
and an extended position to provide additional protection for 
the ears of the wearer. The adjustable cap or headwear 
includes a pair of expansion Zones formed in the crown por 
tion of the cap that adjust the siZe of the head opening of the 
cap such that the cap can be used by wearers having different 
head siZes. When the ear ?ap is in the retracted position, the 
ear ?ap is positioned along the outer surface of the crown 
portion to conceal the pair of expansion Zones. 
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ADJUSTABLE FIT CAP WITH MOVABLE 
EAR FLAP 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention generally relates to a cap or 
other type of headWear having movable ear ?aps to protect the 
ears of the Wearer. More speci?cally, the present invention 
relates to a cap or other type of headWear that has movable ear 
?aps and is adjustable to compensate for different head siZes 
of the Wearer. 

[0002] Cold Weather caps that include movable ear ?aps to 
protect the ears of the Wearer have been knoWn for many 
years. As an example, US. Pat. No. 1,540,405 shoWs a cap 
including a croWn portion formed form a series of gores or 
panels seWn together including an ear ?ap that is movable 
from a retracted position to an extended position. HoWever, 
the typical cap With ear ?aps shoWn in the ’405 patent is 
formed from Wool gores and is ?tted to the speci?c siZe of the 
Wearer’s head. 
[0003] Although caps having ear ?aps have been available 
for many years, a desire exists for the mass distribution of 
these hats in situations in Which the siZe of the Wearer’s head 
is not knoWn. Although many different hats exist that include 
adjustable headband siZes to compensate for different siZe 
heads of the Wearer, many of these adjustable hats include 
either straps or other types of adjustment mechanisms that 
can be seen from the exterior of the hat. These types of 
adjustment mechanisms detract from the overall appearance 
of the cap and are not deemed acceptable in many applica 
tions. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] The present disclosure relates to an adjustable cap or 
other type of headWear, such as a brimless hat, visor or head 
band, that includes a movable ear ?ap and one or more expan 
sion Zones that alloW the cap or headWear to adjust to the siZe 
of the Wearer’s head. 
[0005] The adjustable cap or headWear generally includes a 
croWn portion that is siZed to ?t over at least a portion of the 
Wearer’s head. The croWn portion includes a front, back and 
opposite sides that combine to create a loWer peripheral edge 
that de?nes a head opening to receive the Wearer’s head. The 
croWn portion can extend over the entire croWn of the Wear 

er’s head in one embodiment of the invention. In another, 
alternate embodiment, the croWn portion extends only over a 
portion of the Wearer’s head, such as in an embodiment in 
Which the cap or headWear is a visor or headband. 

[0006] The cap or headWear includes a movable ear ?ap 
that is positioned along the croWn portion and is movable 
betWeen an extended position and a retracted position. When 
the movable ear ?ap is in the retracted position, the ear ?ap is 
positioned along an exterior surface of the croWn portion. 
When the movable ear ?ap is in the extended position, the ear 
?ap extends over the ears of a Wearer of the cap. 

[0007] The croWn portion of the adjustable cap or headWear 
includes at least one expansion Zone that is formed as part of 
the croWn portion. The expansion Zone preferably includes a 
stretchable material that stretches to adjust the siZe of the head 
openings When the Wearer places the adjustable cap on their 
head. In one embodiment, the adjustable cap includes tWo 
separate expansion Zones each positioned on opposite sides 
of the croWn portion. The pair of expansion Zones, each of 
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Which include the stretchable material, alloWs the siZe of the 
head opening to be adjusted depending upon the siZe of the 
Wearer’s head. 
[0008] When the movable ear ?ap is in its retracted posi 
tion, the movable ear ?ap covers the entire expansion Zone 
and the stretchable material that forms the expansion Zone. In 
this manner, the stretchable material is concealed When the 
ear ?ap is in its retracted position. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] The draWings illustrate the best mode presently con 
templated of carrying out the invention. In the draWings: 
[0010] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of an adjustable cap 
including a movable ear ?ap; 
[0011] FIG. 2 is a side vieW ofthe adjustable cap of FIG. 1 
shoWn positioned on the head of a Wearer With the ear ?ap in 
the retracted position; 
[0012] FIG. 3 is a side vieW similar to FIG. 2, shoWing the 
movement of the ear ?ap to the extended position; 
[0013] FIG. 4 is a top vieW of the adjustable cap With the 
opposite sides of the ear ?ap in an untethered state; 
[0014] FIG. 5 is a section vieW taken along line 5-5 ofFIG. 
2; 
[0015] FIG. 6 is a section vieW similar to FIG. 5 illustrating 
the expansion of the adjustable cap; 
[0016] FIG. 7 is a side vieW illustrating the inclusion of 
textual or graphical information on the ear ?ap; 

[0017] FIG. 8 is a perspective vieW of a brimless cap includ 
ing the pair of expansion Zones; 
[0018] FIG. 9 is a perspective vieW of a headband including 
the pair of expansion Zones; and 
[0019] FIG. 10 is a perspective vieW of a visor including the 
pair of expansion Zones. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0020] FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate an adjustable cap 10 that can 
be used by a Wearer 12. Throughout the remaining portions of 
this description, the term “adjustable cap” Will be used in 
describing the embodiment shoWn in FIGS. 1-7. HoWever, 
various other types of headWear, such as headbands, visors 
and brimless caps are contemplated as being Within the scope 
of the invention and covered by the term “cap”. 
[0021] The adjustable cap 10 includes a croWn portion 14 
that extends over at least a portion of the Wearer’s head to 
provide protection for the Wearer’s head. In the embodiment 
shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2, the croWn portion 14 extends over the 
entire croWn of the Wearer’s head. HoWever, it is contem 
plated that the croWn portion 14 could be truncated and 
extend only over a portion of the Wearer’s head, such as in the 
case of a headband or visor. The croWn portion 14 is shoWn in 
FIGS. 1 and 2 as being formed from a plurality of individual 
gores or panels 16 joined to each other along a series of 
individual seWn seams 18 to de?ne the dome-like appearance 
of the croWn portion 14. In the embodiment shoWn, the cap 
includes six panels or gores 16, each of Which are formed 
from Wool, although other materials are contemplated as 
being Within the scope of the present invention. 
[0022] The croWn portion 14 generally includes a front 20, 
a back 22 and opposite sides 24. The croWn portion 14 termi 
nates at a loWer peripheral edge 26 that de?nes a head opening 
28 (FIG. 5) that receives the head of the Wearer. As shoWn in 
FIGS. 1 and 2, in a ?rst embodiment of the invention, the 
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adjustable cap 10 includes a bill 30 attached to the lower 
peripheral edge 26 at the front 20. 
[0023] Referring back to FIGS. 1 and 2, the adjustable cap 
10 includes a movable ear ?ap 32 that, in the embodiment of 
the invention illustrated, extends around the entire peripheral 
edge of the croWn portion and is joined at the front 20 of the 
cap by a tie 34. The ear ?ap 32 is generally de?ned by a top 
edge 36 and a bottom edge 38 that de?ne the Width of the ear 
?ap 32. As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, the right side 40 and 
the left side 42 of the ear ?ap 32 each include an end 44, 46 
having an eyelet 48 that receives the tie 34 to secure the right 
and left sides 40, 42 ofthe ear ?ap 32. 
[0024] As can be understood in FIGS. 2 and 3, the ear ?ap 
32 is movable betWeen a retracted position (FIG. 2) and an 
extended position (FIG. 3) to provide protection for the Wear 
er’s ears 47 as desired. The movement of the ear ?ap 32 
betWeen the retracted and extended position is carried out 
utiliZing a portion of material, referred to as a slide ?ap (not 
shoWn), that connects the croWn portion 14 to the ear ?ap 32. 
Details of the slide ?ap connecting the ear ?ap 32 to the croWn 
portion 14 are shoWn in detail in Us. Pat. No. 1,540,405, the 
disclosure of Which is incorporated herein by reference. 
[0025] As illustrated in FIG. 4, the right and left sides 40,42 
of the ear ?ap 32 are each secured to the outer surface of the 
croWn portion 14 at a point 49 past the midsection betWeen 
the front 20 and the back 22 of the cap 10. Thus, When the tie 
34 is unfastened, each of the left and right sides 40, 42 can be 
pulled aWay from the exterior surface of the croWnportion 14. 
When the left and right side 40, 42 are pulled aWay from the 
croWn portion, information can be screen printed or embroi 
dered onto each of the right and left sides 40, 42 using con 
ventional screen printing machines and embroidery 
machines. In past caps including a movable ear ?ap, each of 
the right and left sides 40, 42 are secured to the outer surface 
of the croWn portion 14 much closer to the front 20, such that 
embroidery and screen printing on the ear ?ap 32 had to occur 
prior to attachment of the ear ?ap 32 to the croWn portion 14. 
[0026] Referring back to FIGS. 1 and 2, the adjustable cap 
10 includes a pair of expansion Zones 50, 52 formed in the 
croWn portion. Each of the expansion Zones 50, 52 is included 
in one of the gores 16 and functions to alloW for adjustment of 
the siZe of the head opening de?ned by the loWer peripheral 
edge 26. Thus, the pair of expansion Zones 50, 52 alloW the 
siZe of the head opening to change When the adjustable cap 10 
is placed on the head of the Wearer. The adjustable siZe of the 
head opening 28 canbe seen in FIGS. 5 and 6, as illustrated by 
the arroWs 54 in FIG. 6. 

[0027] Although the embodiment of the invention shoWn in 
the Pigs. includes a right expansion Zone 50 and a left expan 
sion Zone 52 each formed in gores 16 formed on opposite 
sides 24 of the croWn portion 14, it is contemplated that only 
a single expansion Zone 50 or 52 could be utiliZed While 
operating Within the scope of the present invention. If only a 
single expansion Zone is formed in the cap 10, it is contem 
plated that the single expansion Zone could be formed in 
either side 24 of the cap or along the back 20. HoWever, the 
use of a pair of expansion Zones 50, 52 alloWs for greater 
differences in the siZe of the head opening, since expansion 
occurs on both sides of the adjustable cap 10. 
[0028] As illustrated in FIG. 2, the expansion Zone 50 
extends upWard into the croWn portion 14 from the loWer 
peripheral edge 26 to a top end 56. Preferably, the expansion 
Zone 50, as Well as the opposite expansion Zone 52, includes 
a stretchable material 58 that is seWn into the side panel or 
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gore 16. As an example, the stretchable material 58 may be an 
elastic, fabric covered section that expands as opposing forces 
are placed on the front and back 20, 22 of the cap When the cap 
is placed on a Wearer’s head. Thus, the stretchable material 58 
alloWs the circumference of the head opening to increase or 
decrease depending upon the siZe of the Wearer’s head. 
[0029] As illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3, each of the expan 
sion Zones 50, 52 is covered by the ear ?ap 32 When the ear 
?ap 32 is in the retracted position of FIG. 2. Speci?cally, the 
top edge 36 of the ear ?ap 32 extends above the top end 56 of 
the stretchable material 58 to conceal the entire stretchable 
material 58 When the ear ?ap 32 is in the retracted position. 
[0030] As illustrated in FIG. 3, When the ear ?ap 32 is 
moved to its extended position, the top end 56 and a portion of 
the stretchable material 58 extends slightly above the top edge 
36 ofthe ear ?ap 32. Thus, only When the ear ?ap 32 is in its 
extended position can the stretchable material 58 of the 
expansion Zone 50 be vieWed. 
[0031] Referring noW to FIGS. 5 and 6, the interior surface 
of the adjustable cap 10 includes a headband 60 that contacts 
the head of the Wearer When the adjustable cap is placed on 
the head of the Wearer. The headband 60 is interrupted by the 
stretchable material 58 of both the expansion Zones 50, 52 
such that the stretchable material 58 contacts the Wearer’s 
head. Since the headband 60 is typically formed form a mate 
rial that does not stretch or expand, the headband 60 is inter 
rupted at each of the expansion Zones 50, 52 to alloW for the 
increase in the head opening 28 depending upon the siZe of 
the Wearer’s head. 
[0032] FIG. 7 illustrates the adjustable cap 10 having adver 
tising or promotional information 62 either screen printed or 
embroidered onto the right side 40 of the ear ?ap 32. As 
described previously, since the right and left sides 40, 42 of 
the ear ?ap 32 are secured to the croWn portion near the back 
of the adjustable cap, the promotional or advertising infor 
mation 62 canbe placed on the adjustable cap after the cap has 
been manufactured. 
[0033] FIG. 8 illustrates an adjustable cap 64 formed in the 
same manner as the cap shoWn in FIGS. 1-2 Without a bill 
attached to the front 20. HoWever, the adjustable cap 64 
includes the movable ear ?ap 32 and the pair of expansion 
Zones 50, 52 such that the adjustable cap 64 can be Worn by 
Wearers having different head siZes. 
[0034] FIG. 9 illustrates an adjustable headband 66 con 
structed in accordance With the present invention. The adjust 
able headband 66 includes an abbreviated croWn portion 68 
that includes the pair of expansion Zones 50, 52. Further, the 
adjustable headband 66 includes the movable ear ?ap 32 that 
covers the expansion Zones 50, 52 in the retracted position 
shoWn. 
[0035] FIG. 10 illustrates an adjustable visor 70 that 
includes the same abbreviated croWn portion 68 and expan 
sion Zones 50, 52 and movable ear ?ap 32, as shoWn in FIG. 
9. HoWever, the visor 70 includes a bill 72 attached near the 
front of the visor 70. 

I claim: 
1. Adjustable headWear, comprising: 
a croWn portion shaped to ?t over at least a portion of the 

Wearer’s head, the croWn portion having a front, a back 
and opposite sides, the croWn portion having a loWer 
peripheral edge de?ning a head opening; 

at least one expansion Zone formed in the croWn portion, 
Wherein the expansion Zone comprises a stretchable 
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material that stretches to adjust the siZe of the head 
opening to ?t Wearers of different head size; and 

a movable ear ?ap positioned along the croWn portion, the 
movable ear ?ap extending along at least the back and 
opposite sides of the croWn portion, the ear ?aps being 
movable betWeen a retracted position and an extended 
position, Wherein the ear ?ap covers the expansion Zone 
in the retracted position. 

2. The adjustable headWear of claim 1 further comprising a 
pair of expansion Zones each formed in one of the sides of the 
croWn portion. 

3. The adjustable headWear of claim 2 Wherein both of the 
pair of expansion Zones are covered by the ear ?ap When the 
ear ?ap is in the retracted position. 

4. The adjustable headWear of claim 3 further comprising a 
brim attached to the front of the croWn portion. 

5. The adjustable headWear of claim 2 Wherein each of the 
expansion Zones extends into the croWn portion from the 
loWer peripheral edge. 

6. The adjustable headWear of claim 5 Wherein the croWn 
portion is shaped to ?t over the entire croWn of a Wearer’s 
head, the croWn portion being formed from a plurality of 
gores seWn together. 

7. The adjustable headWear of claim 6 Wherein each of the 
expansion Zones is formed in one of the gores. 

8. The adjustable headWear of claim 2 further comprising a 
headband attached to an interior surface of the croWn portion 
along the loWer peripheral edge, the headband con?gured to 
contact the Wearer’s head, Wherein the headband is removed 
in the pair of expansion Zones. 
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9. An adjustable cap, comprising: 
a croWn portion shaped to ?t over the croWn of a Wearer’s 

head, the croWn portion having an outer surface, a front, 
a back, opposite sides and a loWer peripheral edge de?n 
ing a head opening; 

a pair of expansion Zones formed in the opposite sides of 
the croWn portion, Wherein the expansion Zones com 
prise a stretchable material that stretches to adjust the 
siZe of the head opening; and 

a movable ear ?ap positioned along the outer surface of the 
croWn portion and extending along the back and the 
opposite sides of the croWn portion, the ear ?aps being 
movable betWeen a retracted position and an extended 
position, Wherein the ear ?ap covers the expansion Zone 
in the retracted position. 

10. The adjustable cap of claim 9 Wherein a bottom edge of 
the ear ?ap is generally aligned With the loWer peripheral edge 
of the croWn portion When the ear ?ap is in the retracted 
position. 

11. The adjustable cap of claim 9 Wherein each of the 
expansion Zones extends into the croWn portion from the 
loWer peripheral edge. 

12. The adjustable cap of claim 11 Wherein the croWn 
portion is formed from a plurality of gores seWn together. 

13. The adjustable cap of claim 12 Wherein each of the 
expansion Zones is formed in one of the gores. 

14. The adjustable cap of claim 9 further comprising a 
headband attached to an inner surface of the croWn portion 
along the loWer peripheral edge, the headband being con?g 
ured to contact the Wearer, Wherein the headband is removed 
in the pair of expansion Zones. 

* * * * * 


