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LIGHT GUIDE 

[0001] The invention relates to a light guide, particularly 
for laser applicators. 
[0002] Laser applicators facilitate, for example, the treat 
ment of biological tissue With laser radiation in the medical 
area. For example, in laser-induced thermotherapy (LITT), 
With the help of a catheter a glass ?bre for guiding the laser 
radiation is placed directly on or in a tissue area that is to be 
treated. The laser light radiated through the applicator and 
into the surrounding tissue is absorbed and leads to a local 
temperature increase, Which produces coagulative and hyper 
therrnic effects. This in return results in immediate or delayed 
tissue necrosis. 
[0003] Optical ?bres or optical Waveguide ?bres such as are 
used for laser applicators normally consist of mineral glass or 
organic glass (plastic). A core is surrounded by a cladding and 
a coating, Whereby the cladding has an optical refractive 
index that is loWer than that of the core, so that there is total 
re?ection at the boundary layer betWeen the core and clad 
ding, and therefore guidance of the radiation in the core. 
[0004] The ?bre core is, for example, suitably abraded at 
certain points for the release or decoupling of the laser radia 
tion from the ?bre, so that homogeneous radiation is achieved 
in these areas. In this Way, the laser radiation is given off by 
the applicator divergently, so that the energy density is great 
est at the catheter surface and falls off strongly as the distance 
to the applicator increases. As a result, the laser radiation has 
the strongest effect in the area close to the applicator, Which 
brings With it the risk of overheating or burning at the appli 
cator surface. 
[0005] In the state of the art, an aZimuthal asymmetry is 
achieved by applying a one-sided re?ective coating on the 
catheter. As an alternative to this, catheters are used that have 
movable mirrors arranged in their interior, Whereby these 
mirrors can be moved during a movement of the catheter so 
that the laser beams hit the same spot in a chronological order. 
With this arrangement, an azimuthal asymmetry can be 
achieved by restricting the motion range of a movable mirror. 
During the movement of the catheter or the movable mirror, 
hoWever, thermal energy is lost due to heat conduction, so that 
the ef?cacy of this type of treatment is impaired. Further 
more, the mirror con?guration is complex and subject to 
failure. 
[0006] In light of this state of the art, it is an object of the 
present invention to provide a light guide that is easy to 
manufacture and reliable, particularly for laser applications 
in, for example, the medical area, Whereby With this light 
guide, coupled radiation can be decoupled and shaped in the 
required and e?icient manner. At the same time, local over 
heating at the catheter surface or at the ?bre surface should be 
avoided. 
[0007] This object is achieved by means of a light guide in 
accordance With Patent Claim 1. 

[0008] According to the invention, a light guide With at 
least one photorefractive area is provided, Whereby a volume 
hologram is formed in the photorefractive area in such a Way 
that coupled light in the light guide can be decoupled by the 
volume hologram at a predetermined angle and/or With a 
predetermined focus. 
[0009] It has surprisingly turned out that the use of such 
volume holograms reliably alloWs the decoupling of light in 
the desired manner. Such a light guide does not have a com 
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plicated con?guration, and is therefore not subject to failure. 
Depending on the desired application, it is consequently pos 
sible to provide a corresponding light guide With Which 
decoupling of the light can be achieved at a certain angle 
and/or at a certain focus. 

[0010] Photorefractive means that the refractive index con 
tinually changes under the light in?uence. A photorefractive 
material is consequently photosensitive. A volume hologram, 
in particular a volume phase hologram, can be produced in a 
simple manner by using photorefractive materials. A volume 
hologram is a holographic grid that has not-too-insigni?cant 
expansion in three dimensions, Which means also particularly 
in the direction of the propagation of the light beams. 
[0011] The photorefractive area can be provided at an end 
of the light guide. This alloWs light to be decoupled, particu 
larly at points that are hard to access. 
[0012] The photorefractive area can comprise a material 
that is different from the material in the rest of the light guide. 
This makes it possible to select the materials appropriately for 
the light guide, depending on the area. Consequently, for 
example, a material With optic characteristics that are particu 
larly advantageous for the volume hologram can be selected 
for the photorefractive area and a material that, ?rstly, has the 
characteristics needed for the light guiding characteristic and, 
Where necessary, a high level of ?exibility, can be selected for 
the rest of the light guide. 
[0013] The photorefractive area can be formed in a section 
of the light guide that is connected to the rest of the light guide 
in such a Way that it can be detached, either Without destruc 
tion or With destruction. The section With the photorefractive 
area can, in particular, be fused With the rest of the light guide. 
[0014] Alternatively, the photorefractive area can be pro 
vided along the entire length of the light guide. In particular, 
this makes it possible to form one or more volume holograms 
at any desired points on the light guide. 
[0015] The photorefractive area can be formed in the core 
of the light guide. In particular, the core of the entire light 
guide can comprise a photorefractive material. 
[0016] The photorefractive area can comprise a very Wide 
range of inorganic and organic materials. In particular, it can 
comprise a germanium-doped glass. The photorefractive area 
can additionally or alternatively have a doping of hydrogen, 
particularly in the form of a hydrogen-doped glass. Further 
suitable materials are cited, for example, in E. Mecher, “Erho 
hung der Sensitivitat photorefraktiver holographischer Spei 
chermedien auf Basis von amorphen organischen Materi 
alien” (Increase in the sensitivity of photorefractive 
holographic storage media on the basis of amorphous organic 
materials”), Dissertation, LMU (LudWig Maximilian Univer 
sity) Munich, 2001. 
[0017] The light guide can be formed as optical ?bres. 
Optical ?bres, Which consequently comprise a photorefrac 
tive area With a volume hologram, are particularly suitable for 
use in, for example, medicine for minimally invasive proce 
dures. Such optical ?bres furthermore also simplify the pro 
cessing of inorganic materials, particularly in holloW spaces. 
[0018] In the case of the previously described light guides, 
the predetermined focus can comprise a point focus, line 
focus, ring focus or triangle focus. Furthermore, the prede 
termined focus can take the form of a combination of a point, 
line, ring and/ or triangle. The focus can consequently be 
adjusted to the type of desired use of the light guide. 
[0019] In particular, the predetermined focus can comprise 
a ring focus With the optical axis of the light guide as the axis 
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of symmetry. To be understood as the optical axis of a light 
guide is the axis along Which the light is guided in the light 
guide. In an optical ?bre, the ?bre itself forms the axis of 
symmetry. 
[0020] The light guide can be developed to guide laser 
radiation, particularly in the infrared range. Infrared laser 
radiation is particularly suitable for laser-induced thermo 
therapy. 
[0021] The invention furthermore provides a laser applica 
tor for the treatment of biological tissue With laser radiation, 
comprising one of the previously described light guides. Fur 
thermore, a laser applicator for the processing of inorganic 
materials comprising one of the previously described light 
guides is also provided. 
[0022] In these cases, the photorefractive area can particu 
larly be provided at the distal end of the laser applicator. 
[0023] The invention furthermore provides a method for 
producing a light guide, particularly as previously described, 
With the steps: 

[0024] Provision of a light guide With a photorefractive 
area, and 

[0025] Development of a volume hologram in the pho 
torefractive area, so that light coupled into the light 
guide can be decoupled by the volume hologram at a 
predetermined angle and/ or With a predetermined focus. 

[0026] The provision can comprise the steps: 
[0027] Provision of a light guide element and an element 

comprising the photorefractive area, and 
[0028] Connection of the element to the light guide ele 

ment, 
[0029] Whereby the volume hologram is formed before 

or after the connecting. 

[0030] Particularly in the case of an optical ?bre, the pro 
vision of an element With the photorefractive area can com 
prise provision of a further light guide element, particularly 
With the photorefractive ?bre core. 

[0031] Connecting the light guide element and the photo 
refractive element can comprise a fusing. Other forms of 
connection, particularly also for destruction-free, detachable 
connecting, are likeWise possible, hoWever. 
[0032] The development of a volume hologram can com 
prise irradiation With tWo partial beams of UV laser light, 
Whereby one partial beam is modi?ed in accordance With the 
volume hologram to be developed. 
[0033] Further characteristics and advantages of the inven 
tion are described in the folloWing on the basis of the ?gures. 
The ?gures illustrate: 
[0034] FIG. 1 schematically, a method for producing a light 
guide With a volume hologram, 
[0035] FIG. 2 schematically, the application of an example 
of a light guide With a volume hologram, 
[0036] FIG. 3 schematically, a method for producing a light 
guide With a volume hologram. 
[0037] FIG. 1 illustrates the production of a volume holo 
gram at the distal end of an optical ?bre by Way of example. 
In this process, an optical ?bre 1 is provided With a section 2 
With a photorefractive area. 

[0038] For example, the optical ?bre can be a glass ?bre 
With a ?bre core made of glass. It is photosensitiZed at its 
distal end, section 2. This section With the photorefractive 
area can, for example, be a piece of optical ?bre With a ?bre 
core made of germanium-doped glass. The ?bre core can 
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furthermore be doped With hydrogen. This section is then 
connected to the rest of the optical ?bre, for example, by 
fusing. 
[0039] A volume hologram is produced in the photorefrac 
tive area by means of irradiation With tWo UV partial laser 
beams. Provided for this purpose is a UV light source (3) that 
emits a laser beam in the UV range. 
[0040] Possible for use as the UV light source are, for 
example, pulsed excimer lasers With Wavelengths of 193 nm 
or 248 nm, a frequency-doubled argon ion laser (5 00 mW, cW) 
With a Wavelength of 244 nm or a frequency-quadrupled 
Nd:YVO4 laser (100 mW, cW) With a Wavelength of 266 nm. 
[0041] With the help ofa beam splitter 4, the laser beam is 
split into tWo partial beam paths (5) and (6). The one partial 
beam 5 is coupled into the optical ?bre With an approximately 
level Wave front on the distal end. 

[0042] The other partial beam 6 is modi?ed according to 
the volume hologram to be developed or according to the 
desired decoupling characteristic by means of lens and/or 
mirrors. In the example shoWn, the second partial beam 6 is 
focused at a point some predetermined distance from the 
optical ?bre by means of a lens 7. A point focus is conse 
quently produced. The laser beam subsequently falls onto the 
photorefractive area 2. 
[0043] In the photorefractive area of section 2, the tWo 
partial beams 5 and 6 interfere and produce a volume phase 
hologram. Both partial beam paths must have the same optical 
path length from the laser 3 to the overlap area. 
[0044] If the entire ?bre core is photorefractive, this Writing 
of the volume hologram into the section 2 can basically take 
place both after and during the pulling process of the optical 
?bre. When a light guide element Without photorefractive 
?bre core and an additional ?bre element With photorefractive 
core are used, both connected to each other, the Writing can 
fundamentally accordingly be carried out before or after the 
connecting. Preferably it takes place after the connecting, 
hoWever, because the tWo light guide elements have then been 
?xed in place in the relative arrangement. 
[0045] In the production of a volume hologram that is, 
during a subsequent use of the optical ?bre, intended to 
decouple the light at a different angle or With a different focus 
than that shoWn in the ?gure, the second partial beam 6 must 
be modi?ed accordingly. Instead of a point focus, a line focus, 
ring focus or triangle focus, for example, can consequently be 
produced. Furthermore, overlap of a number of these foci is 
also possible. 
[0046] FIG. 2 schematically illustrates the operation of a 
light guide on the distal end of Which is formed a volume 
hologram. ShoWn is a light guide 1 that has resulted from the 
method in accordance With FIG. 1, said light guide 1 having 
a section 2 With a photorefractive area in Which a volume 
hologram is formed for a point focus. 
[0047] In the application use, the beam of a laser 8 is 
coupled into the ?bre 1 proximally, consequently reaching the 
area of the volume hologram from the direction opposite to 
the direction of insertion of the holographic grid according to 
FIG. 1. 
[0048] Depending on the desired application, an Nd:YAG 
laser With a Wavelength of 1064 nm or a diode laser With a 
Wavelength betWeen 800 and 1000 nm, for example, can be 
used as the laser 8. Suitable laser poWers can, for example, be 
betWeen 5 and 100 W. 
[0049] When the coupled beam reaches the dispersion area 
located at the distal end, it is bent by the volume hologram in 
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such a Way that the beam path of the second partial beam 6 of 
FIG. 1 is obtained in the reverse direction. In this Way, the 
coupled light is decoupled from the optical ?bre in the section 
of the photorefractive area and has a point focus 9. The 
ef?ciency of the beam deformation in the volume hologram 
here depends particularly on the coherence characteristics of 
the laser 8 used. 
[0050] FIG. 3 schematically shoWs an example of an opti 
cal con?guration for producing a volume hologram that can 
produce a ring-shaped focus during the reconstruction. The 
beam of an ultraviolet laser 1 is split into tWo partial beams 3 
and 4 by the mirror 9. This case requires that the laser beam of 
laser 1 has suf?ciently good spatial coherence. The mirror 9 
has the shape of a cone With a central hole. The radiation is 
de?ected to the side by 90 degrees, rotationally symmetri 
cally, by the mirror 9. The likeWise rotationally symmetrical 
mirror 10 diverts the laser radiation by 90 degrees again, so 
that it again runs parallel to the optical axis. 
[0051] The laser radiation is focused by the rotationally 
symmetrical concave mirror 11 in a ring shape 90 degrees 
toWards the optical ?bre. After the passage through the focus, 
the radiation is again divergent and ?nally reaches the overlap 
area 6 at the distal end of the ?bre 7. 
[0052] The partial beam 3 that runs through the central hole 
of the mirror 9 is directed via an arrangement of 4 plane 
mirrors, Which are identi?ed With the number 12. This mirror 
arrangement 12 serves the optical path length compensation. 
The path lengths of the partial beams 3 and 4 are adjusted to 
the same length in this Way. The partial beam 3 then meets the 
practically ?at Wave fronts at the overlap area 6 at the distal 
?bre end. There the partial beams 3 and 4 interfere and pro 
duce a volume hologram. 
[0053] Light guides of this kind, particularly optical ?bres, 
can be used in a very Wide range of areas. In medical appli 
cations, for example, an optical ?bre can be introduced into a 
natural body opening or can be brought to the treatment point 
With the help of an endoscope or catheter. Tissue in areas that 
are dif?cult to reach can be ablated or coagulated by the laser 
radiation that is decoupled at any selected angle and With any 
selected focus. Consequently, a light guide of this type is 
particularly suited for interstitial treatments, gastroenterol 
ogy, urology or angioplasty. 
[0054] In addition to medical applications, hoWever, it is 
also possible to process inorganic materials, for example, 
With such a light guide. Because light guides can be particu 
larly easily guided into holloW spaces, an ablation and/or 
hardening of inner cylinder Walls in motors, for example, can 
be performed With such a light guide. 

1. A light guide, comprising: 
at least one photorefractive area comprising a volume holo 

gram, the volume hologram being con?gured to 
decouple light that has been coupled into the light guide, 
the decoupled light having at least one of a predeter 
mined angle and a predetermined focus. 

2. The light guide according to claim 1, Wherein the at least 
one photorefractive area is disposed at one end of the light 
guide. 

3. The light guide according to claim 1, Wherein a remain 
der of the light guide comprises a non-photorefractive area, 
and 

Wherein the at least one photorefractive area comprises a 
material different than a material of the remainder. 
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4. The light guide according to claim 1, Wherein the pho 
torefractive area is disposed along an entire length of the light 
guide. 

5. The light guide according to claim 1, Wherein the pho 
torefractive area comprises a germanium-doped glass. 

6. The light guide according to claim 1, Wherein the pho 
torefractive area comprises a hydrogen-doped glass. 

7. The light guide according to claim 1, Wherein the light 
guide is formed as an optical ?bre. 

8. The light guide according to claim 1, Wherein the pre 
determined focus comprises a point focus. 

9. The light guide according to claim 1, Wherein the pre 
determined focus comprises a line focus. 

10. The light guide according to claim 1, Wherein the 
predetermined focus comprises a triangle focus. 

11. The light guide according to claim 1, Wherein the 
predetermined focus comprises at least one of a point, a line, 
a ring, and a triangle. 

12. The light guide according to claim 1, Wherein the 
predetermined focus comprises a ring focus having an axis of 
symmetry along an optical axis of the light guide. 

13. The light guide according to claim 1, Wherein the light 
guide is con?gured to guide infrared laser radiation. 

14. A laser applicator, comprising: 
a light guide comprising at least one photorefractive area, 

the at least one photorefractive area comprising a holo 
gram con?gured to decouple light that has been coupled 
into the light guide, the decoupled light having at least 
one of a predetermined angle and a predetermined focus. 

15. The laser applicator according to claim 14, Wherein the 
laser applicator is con?gured to be used to treat inorganic 
materials. 

16. A method for producing a light guide, comprising the 
steps of: 

providing a light guide With a photorefractive area; and 
creating a volume hologram in the photorefractive area, the 

volume hologram being con?gured to decouple light 
that has been coupled into the light guide, the decoupled 
light having at least one of a predetermined angle and a 
predetermined focus. 

17. The method according to claim 16, Wherein the step of 
providing the light guide comprises the steps of: 

providing a light guide element and a second element com 
prising the photorefractive area; and 

connecting the second element to the light guide element, 
Wherein the step of creating the volume hologram occurs 

before the connecting step or after the connecting step. 
18. The method according to claim 17, Wherein the step of 

connecting the second element to the light guide element 
comprises the step of fusing the second element to the light 
guide element. 

19. The method according to claim 16, Wherein the step of 
creating the volume hologram comprises the step of irradiat 
ing tWo partial beams of UV laser light, at least one of the 
partial beams being modi?ed by at least one of a lens and a 
mirror based on at least one characteristic of the volume 
hologram being created. 

20. The laser applicator according to claim 14, Wherein the 
laser applicator is con?gured to be used to treat biological 
tissue using laser radiation. 

* * * * * 


