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(57) ABSTRACT 

A child Walker is provided that includes a frame having a 
plurality of Wheels. The Walker includes a handle that is 
positionable in a ?rst position and a second position. A seat is 
attached to the frame When the handle is in the ?rst position. 
When the handle is in the second position, it is positioned to 
be gripped by a standing child. 
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CHILD WALKERS 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This patent arises from a continuation of US. patent 
application Ser. No. 11/032,841, ?led Jan. 11, 2005, Which is 
a divisional of US. patent application Ser. No. 10/159,491, 
Which Was ?led on May 31, 2002 and issued as US. Pat. No. 
6,863,287. US. patent application Ser. No. 11/032,841 and 
US. patent application Ser. No. 10/159,491 are herby incor 
porated herein by reference in their entireties. 

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE 

[0002] This speci?cation relates generally to child Walkers 
and, more particularly, to a convertible child Walker for use by 
a child transitioning toWard standing and Walking. 

BACKGROUND 

[0003] Child Walkers are generally suitable for children 
Who have not yet developed the ability to Walk. Typically, a 
Walker has a sling-type seat for supporting a child in an 
upright position such that the child’s feet touch the ground. 
Wheels supporting the Walker alloW easy movement of the 
Walker on the ground. When seated in the Walker, a child 
pushes off the ground in an effort to simulate Walking, thereby 
moving the Walker. 
[0004] When a child develops the ability to Walk, a tradi 
tional baby Walker becomes obsolete because its support 
function is no longer needed by the child. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0005] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of an exemplary Walker 
constructed in accordance With the teachings of the instant 
invention. 
[0006] FIG. 2 is an exploded vieW ofthe Walker of FIG. 1. 
[0007] FIG. 3 is a side vieW of the convertible Walker of 
FIG. 1. 
[0008] FIG. 4 is a rear elevational vieW of the convertible 
Walker of FIG. 1. 
[0009] FIG. 5 is a top vieW of the convertible Walker of FIG. 
1 
[0010] FIG. 6 is an exploded vieW of portions of the con 
vertible Walker of FIG. 1. 
[0011] FIG. 7 is a perspective vieW of another exemplary 
Walker constructed in accordance With the teachings of the 
instant invention. 
[0012] FIG. 8 is a side vieW of the convertible Walker of 
FIG. 7. 
[0013] FIG. 9 is fragmentary side vieW of an exemplary 
braking mechanism constructed in accordance With the teach 
ings of the instant invention. 
[0014] FIG. 10 is a side, exploded vieW ofan example seat 
ring and hook. 
[0015] FIG. 11 is a perspective vieW of the seat ring/hook 
assembly of FIG. 10. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0016] An exemplary convertible Walker 10 constructed in 
accordance With the teachings of the invention is shoWn gen 
erally in FIGS. 1-6. For supporting the Weight of a child, the 
convertible Walker 10 is provided With a frame 12, Which 
includes an upper section 14, a loWer section 16, and a num 
ber of support members 18 joining the upper and loWer sec 
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tions 14, 16. As Will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in 
the art, the frame 12 may be constructed in any shape and 
include any number of support members so as to provide 
stability and support for the convertible Walker 1 0 When being 
used by a child. HoWever, in the preferred example, the frame 
10 is open ended and includes a front support member 20 and 
tWo rear support members 22. In the speci?c example shoWn, 
the upper section 14 and the loWer section 16 of the frame 12 
are generally U-shaped. A child using the convertible Walker 
10, Whether sitting, standing or Walking, may be positioned 
inside the U-shaped portion of the frame 12. Positioning of 
the child Within the U-shaped frame provides enhanced sta 
bility and control for the child. 

[0017] To provide travel of the convertible Walker 10 on a 
surface, the loWer section 16 is supported by a number of 
Wheels 30. It Will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the 
art that at least three Wheels are required to provide balanced 
movement of the convertible Walker 10 on a surface. HoW 

ever, in the preferred example, the loWer section 16 is sup 
ported on four Wheels 30, With each Wheel 16 positioned as far 
as possible from an adjacent Wheel 30 so as to provide a 
highly stable platform for the convertible Walker 10. The 
Wheels 30 are preferably siZed to provide smooth rolling 
thereof on any type of surface. The Wheels 30 are preferably 
covered by portions of the loWer section 16 that are corre 
spondingly contoured to form Wheel covers 32. Preferably, at 
least the rear Wheels are covered in a thin TPR strip to make 
the Walker less susceptible to slipping When exposed to lateral 
forces. 

[0018] To provide height adjustability of the upper section 
14 relative to the loWer section 16, the support members 18 
are adjustably connected to the loWer section 16. A loWer 
portion of each support member 18 includes a button 40 
disposed on a tab 42 (shoWn in FIG. 6). One end of each tab 
42 is attached to a corresponding support member 18. Also, 
each tab 42 is biased aWay from the corresponding support 
member 18. In other Words, the tab 42 resists in a spring-like 
manner from being pressed toWard the corresponding support 
member 18. As Will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in 
the art, the bias in the tab 42 may be produced in many Well 
knoWn Ways. For example, one end of the tab 42 may be 
attached to a corresponding support member 18 With a hinge 
having an internal coil spring. The tab 42 may also be attached 
to a corresponding support member 18 at one end With a hinge 
and include one or more springs disposed betWeen the tab 42 
and the support member 18. HoWever, in the preferred 
example, the tab 42 is constructed from a ?exible material and 
attached to the corresponding support member 18 at an angle. 
Thus, pressing the free end of the tab 42 toWard the support 
member 18 Will ?ex the tab 42, thereby creating a bias in the 
tab 42 to return to the pre-pressed position. 
[0019] The loWer section 16 includes a number of apertures 
44 siZed for receiving the buttons 40 (see FIG. 2). The aper 
tures 44 are disposed on the loWer section 16 Where each 
support member 18 connects to the loWer section 16. The 
apertures 44 are vertically spaced apart by predetermined 
distance(s) (Which may or may not be the same), Which cor 
responds to the height increments by Which the upper section 
14 may be adjusted relative to the loWer section 16. The 
number of apertures 44 determine the number of hei ght incre 
ments by Which the support members 18 can be adjusted 
relative to the loWer section 16. One of ordinary skill in the art 
Will readily appreciate that the number of apertures and the 
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distance between each aperture may be selected to provide 
any desired number of speci?c height adjustments for the 
convertible Walker 10. 
[0020] When a support member 18 is connected to the 
loWer section 16 and a corresponding button 40 becomes 
aligned With an aperture 44, the button 40 snaps into the 
aperture 44 in a locking manner. The snapping of the button 
40 into an aperture 44 is due to the bias in the tab 42, Which 
also prevents the button 40 from coming out of the aperture 
44. A user may adjust the height of the convertible Walker 10 
by pressing the button 40 toWard the support member 18 so as 
to remove the button 40 from the aperture 44. While pressing 
and holding the button 40, the user can adjust the height of the 
support member 18 With respect to the loWer section 16 by 
aligning the button 40 With another aperture 44. Releasing the 
button 40 When nearly aligned With another aperture 44 Will 
cause the button 40 to snap into the aperture 44 to securely 
connect the support member 18 to the loWer section 16. Each 
support member 18 can be accordingly adjusted for height. 
Preferably, each support member 18 is set to the same height. 
[0021] Alternatively, height adjustability can be provided 
by a conventional X-frame height adjustment mechanism 
such as those commonly used on conventional child Walkers. 
[0022] To provide a utility and play area for a child, the 
upper section 18 includes a tray 50 that is accessible to a child 
When using the convertible Walker 10. The tray 50 is attached 
to the support members 18, and it is generally U-shaped to 
provide access thereto for a child Who is either sitting in the 
convertible Walker 10, or standing and being supported by the 
convertible Walker 10. A forward portion of the tray 50 may 
include a ?rst recess 52 for maintaining objects Within the tray 
50, or preventing objects from falling out of the tray 50. The 
tray 50 may also be used as a food serving tray. When used for 
serving food, the tray 50 may prevent food items and liquids 
from falling or spilling on the ?oor, respectively. Addition 
ally, the tray 50 may include a cup holder in the form of a 
second recess 54 Within the ?rst recess 52 to prevent cups 
from easily tipping over When a child is using the convertible 
Walker 10. 

[0023] Referring to FIGS. 7 and 8, the tray 50 may option 
ally include an under mounted basket 56 that is accessible by 
an opening 58 de?ned in the tray 50. The basket 56 provides 
a storage space for toys and other play items. Additionally, the 
opening 58 on the tray 50 alloWs a childto vieW his or her feet, 
or the ground through the basket 56 When using the Walker in 
either of its modes. 

[0024] To support a child When in a seated position, the 
convertible Walker 10 includes a seat 60 that is removably 
attached to the upper section 14. As Will be apparent to those 
of ordinary skill in the art, the seat 60 may be constructed in 
any shape or With any material so long as it provides adequate 
and safe support for a child When seated therein. HoWever, in 
the preferred example, the seat 60 includes a seat ring 62 that 
is removably attached to the upper section 14, and a support 
sling or seat cover 64 that is attached to the seat ring 62. The 
support sling 64 is preferably constructed from any one of the 
Well knoWn natural or synthetic materials typically used for 
clothing, shoes, or the like, such as canvas, leather, vinyl, 
cotton, polyester, etc. The seat ring 62 and the seat sling 64 
cooperatively support the Weight of a child seated in the seat 
60, While the ?exibility of the seat sling 64 alloWs the child 
substantial freedom of movement of the legs to propel the 
convertible Walker 10 in a desired direction. The seat sling 64 
includes tWo leg openings 66, through Which the legs of the 
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child are inserted When being placed in the seat sling 64. The 
seat sling 64 provides support for the Weight of a child, While 
alloWing the child’s feet to touch the ground so that the child 
is seated in a suspended upright seating position. 
[0025] To securely support the seat 60 When a child is 
seated therein, the upper section 14 includes a ledge 70 cor 
responding in siZe to the forWard periphery of the seat ring 62. 
When the seat 60 is placed in the convertible Walker 10, the 
seat ring 62 rests on the ledge 70 and the Weight of the child 
sitting in the seat 60 is supported by the ledge 70. HoWever, to 
secure the seat ring 62 from movement When resting on the 
ledge 70, the seat ring 62 includes tWo locking tabs 72 that 
engage tWo locking members 74 disposed on the upper sec 
tion 14 and a number of parallel ribs 76 that engage a corre 
sponding number of slots 78 disposed on the upper section 14. 
The locking tabs 72 are disposed on opposite lateral sides of 
the seat ring 62, and the corresponding locking members 74 
are disposed on the opposite lateral sides of the upper section 
14. Each locking tab 72 includes a Wedge 80 that engages a 
corresponding locking member 74 and prevents the seat 60 
from upWard movement. The ribs 76 are disposed on the 
forWard portion of the seat ring 62, and the corresponding 
slots 78 are disposed on the forWard portion of the ledge 70. 
The engagement of the ribs 76 With slots 78 prevents the 
forWard portion of the seat ring 62 from movement. Further 
more, engagement of the ribs 76 With the slots 78 assures 
correct placement of the seat ring 62 on the ledge 70 so that 
the locking tabs 72 align With corresponding locking mem 
bers 74. Thus, engagement of the periphery of the seat ring 62 
With the ledge 70, the locking tabs 72 With locking members 
74, and the ribs 76 With slots 78 securely attach the seat 60 to 
the upper section 14 of the convertible Walker 10. Addition 
ally, as shoWn in FIGS. 1, 2, 5 and 7, a support hook 81 is 
mounted to the rear of the seat ring 62 and rests on top of the 
adjustable handle 90 When in its rear position to further sup 
port to the seat As shoWn in FIGS. 10-11, the hook 81 slides 
up into the seat ring 62 Where it is secured in an aperture 83. 

[0026] To support a child When standing, the convertible 
Walker 10 includes a handle/convertible member 90 for a 
child to grip for support. The convertible member 90 may be 
any shape or siZe. HoWever, in the preferred example, the 
convertible member 90 is generally U-shaped to provide a 
plurality of alternate hand grip positions for a child. Addi 
tionally, in the preferred example, the thickness of the con 
vertible member 90 is such that a child can securely grip the 
convertible member 90. The illustrated convertible member 
90 is rotatably attached to the upper section 14 at the open end 
of that section (e.g., betWeen the ends of the “U” de?ned by 
that upper frame 14) and rotates betWeen a rear locking posi 
tion 92 (shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 3-6) and a front locking 
position 94 (shoWn in FIG. 2). Preferably, the convertible 
member 10 is rotatedbetWeen the rear locking position 92 and 
the front locking position 94 Without being detached from the 
frame 12. In the rear locking position 92, the convertible 
member 90 is located behind the seat 60 in a stoWed aWay 
position. Alternatively, in the rear locking position 92, the 
convertible member 90 can be positioned beneath the seat 60 
to provide additional support for the seat 60. In the rear 
locking position 92 of the convertible member 90, the con 
vertible Walker 10 functions as a traditional Walker such that 
a child may be seated in the seat 60 in the pseudo standing 
position. Additionally, in the rear locking position 92, the 
convertible member 90 can be gripped by a child Who is 
Walking behind the convertible Walker 10. In the front locking 
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position 94 shown in FIG. 2, the seat 60 is removed from the 
convertible Walker 10, and the convertible member 90 can be 
gripped by a child to either stand in place or Walk in a desired 
direction. In the illustrated example child gripping the con 
vertible member 90 When in the front locking position 94 Will 
be positioned in the U-shaped portion of the frame 12. When 
the child is positioned Within the U-shaped portion of the 
frame they are surrounded for added stability. 
[0027] To rotate the convertible member 90 from the rear 
locking position 92 to the front locking position 94, the con 
vertible Walker 10 includes a lock and release mechanism 
100. Referring to FIG. 6, the illustrated lock and release 
mechanism 100 includes tWo locking knobs 102 rotatably 
connected at hubs 104 of the rear support members 22, the 
upper section 14, and the convertible member 90. Each lock 
ing knob 102 includes a shaft 106 rotatably positioned in the 
hubs 104, and, optionally, a spring 108 that biases the locking 
knobs 102 outWard. HoWever, in the preferred implementa 
tion, the springs 108 are omitted and the bias force is provided 
by the resilience of the molded plastic convertible member 
90. Each shaft 106 includes a tooth 110 disposed at its end. 
Each side of the convertible member 90 that is rotatably 
connected to a corresponding hub 104 includes a slot 112 
siZed for receiving the tooth 110 of a corresponding locking 
knob 102. Also, each hub 104 includes a rear slot 114 and a 
front slot 116, both siZed for receiving the tooth 110 of a 
corresponding locking knob 102. 
[0028] When the convertible member 90 is in a rear locking 
position 92, the rear slot 114 of each hub 104 is aligned With 
the slot 112 of the convertible member 90, and the tooth 110 
of a corresponding locking knob 102 is disposed in both the 
rear slot 114 of the hub 104 and the slot 112 of the convertible 
member 90. Thus, the hub 104 and the convertible member 90 
are locked together in the rear locking position 92. Addition 
ally, the springs 108, or, preferably, the resiliency of the 
convertible member 90, bias the locking knobs 102 outWard 
to prevent each tooth 110 from being removed from the cor 
responding rear slot 114 and slot 112 of the convertible mem 
ber 90. When the convertible member 90 is in the front lock 
ing position 94, the front slot 116 of each hub 104 is aligned 
With the slot 112 of the convertible member 90, and the tooth 
110 of a corresponding locking knob 102 is disposed in both 
the front slot 116 and the slot 112 of the convertible member 
90. Thus, the hub 104 and the convertible member 90 are 
locked together in the front locking position 94. Additionally, 
the springs 108, or in preferably, the resiliency of the convert 
ible member 90, bias the locking knobs 102 outWard to pre 
vent each tooth 110 from being removed from the corre 
sponding front slot 116 of the hub 104 and slot 112 of the 
convertible member 90. 

[0029] One of ordinary skill in the art Will readily appreci 
ate that the lock and release mechanism 100 is not limited to 
having only tWo locking positions. On the contrary, the hub 
104 may include a plurality of slots similar to the rear slot 114 
and the front slot 116 that can provide a plurality of different 
locking positions for the convertible member 90. One of 
ordinary skill in the art Will also appreciate that the lock and 
release mechanism 100 is not limited to that described in the 
foregoing. On the contrary, any knoWn lock and release 
mechanisms that provides for the convertible member 90 to 
be releasably secured in both a rear locking position 92 and a 
front locking position 94 may be used. For instance, the 
locking knobs 102 may include shafts 106 that are threaded to 
engage a corresponding counter threading in the hubs 104. 
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The convertible member 90 may then be locked to and 
released from the hub 104 by tightening and loosening the 
locking knobs 102, respectively. 
[0030] To convert the illustrated convertible Walker 10 from 
a seating con?guration to a standing con?guration, the seat 60 
is removed from the upper section 14 and the handle 90 is 
rotated from the rear locking position 92 to the front locked 
position 94. The seat 60 may be removed by pressing the 
locking tabs 72 inWard until the locking Wedges 80 disengage 
from the corresponding locking members 74. The rear portion 
of the seat 60 can then be lifted and pulled out of the upper 
section 14, Which also causes the ribs 76 to be pulled out of the 
slots 78 for a complete removal of the seat 60 from the upper 
section 14. To rotate the convertible member 90 from the rear 
locking position 92 to the front locking position 94, the lock 
ing knobs 102 are pressed inWard against the bias force to 
push the teeth 110 out from the corresponding rear slots 114 
of the hubs 104. The teeth 110, hoWever, remain in the cor 
responding slots 112 of the convertible member 90. While 
holding the locking knobs 102 in the pushed-in position, the 
locking knobs 102 are rotated forWard, thereby rotating the 
convertible member 90 toWard the front locking position 94. 
When the convertible member 90 reaches the end of its rota 
tional path (i.e., the convertible member 90 Will not rotate 
forWard anymore), Which corresponds to the front locking 
position 94, the locking knobs 102 are released, thereby caus 
ing the bias force to push the locking knobs 102 outWard to 
insert each tooth 110 in a corresponding front slot 116 of the 
hubs 104. At this point, the convertible member 90 is locked 
in the front locking position 94. 
[0031] To convert the convertible Walker 10 from a standing 
con?guration to a seating con?guration, the handle 90 is 
rotated from the front locking position 94 to the rear locking 
position 92, and the seat 60 is then attached to the upper 
section 14. To rotate the handle/ convertible member 90 from 
the front locking position 94 to the rear locking position 92, 
the locking knobs 102 are pressed inWard against the bias 
force to release the convertible member 90 from the hub 104, 
as described in the foregoing. The locking knobs 102 are then 
rotated from the front locking position 94 to the rear locking 
position 92, thereby rotating the convertible member 90 
accordingly. When the convertible member 90 reaches the 
end of its rearWard rotational path (i.e., the convertible mem 
ber 90 cannot be rotated anymore), Which corresponds to the 
rear locking position 92, the locking knobs 102 are released, 
and the bias force causes insertion of the teeth 110 into the 
rear slots 114 of the hubs 104. Once the convertible member 
90 is locked in the rear locking position 92, the convertible 
Walker 10 can receive the seat 60. The seat 60 is attached to the 
upper section 14 by ?rst inserting the ribs 76 in the slots 78 to 
correctly position the seat 60 on the ledge 70 for alignment of 
the locking tabs 72 With the locking members 74. The seat 60 
is then moved doWnWard toWard the ledge 70. The doWnWard 
movement of the seat 60 causes each locking Wedge 80 to 
slide on a corresponding locking member 74, thereby bending 
the corresponding locking tab 72. When each locking Wedge 
80 slidably moves beloW the corresponding locking member 
74, the ?exing of the locking tab 72 causes the locking Wedge 
80 to snap into a position beloW the locking member 74, 
thereby locking the seat 60 to the upper section 14. 

[0032] Referring to FIG. 9, to provide a braking mechanism 
for the convertible Walker 10 When one or more Wheels 30 go 
beyond the edge of a surface, the loWer section 16 includes 
?oating brake pads 120 on its underside. Each brake pad 120 
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is pivotally attached to a boss 122 that is disposed on the 
underside of the lower section 16. Each brake pad 120 is 
provided With the freedom to move vertically Within a prede 
termined vertical range and to swivel about a corresponding 
boss 122 again about a predetermined angular range. When a 
Wheel 30 goes beyond the edge of a surface, the brake pad(s) 
122 nearest the edge move vertically and/or sWivel to fric 
tionally engage the edge of the surface and stop the convert 
ible Walker 10 from further movement. The ?oating feature 
provides each brake pad 120 With the ability to adapt to the 
shape and angle of an edge of a surface When one or more 
Wheels 30 are not horizontally level With the other Wheels 30 
due to a drop or sudden change in the elevation of a surface. 
[0033] Although the preferred example includes a 
U-shaped Wheeled base 16 and a U-shaped upper frame 14, 
persons of ordinary skill in the art Will appreciate that other 
shapes and con?gurations (including, for example, closed 
con?gurations) are also possible. By Way of example, the 
Wheeled base 16, the upper frame 14, and/ or both can option 
ally include a removable section such that the Wheeled base 
16, the upper frame 14 and/or both the base 16 and the upper 
frame 14 de?ne an enclosure When the removable section(s) 
is/are attached, and become open-sided (e. g., U-shaped) 
When the removable section(s) is/ are removed. This alterna 
tive conversion process is available because the U-shaped 
structure is not needed When the child is using the seat, but is 
preferred When the child is using the Walker Without the seat 
for enhanced stability by alloWing the child to stand Within 
the base footprint. 
[0034] Persons of ordinary skill in the art Will further appre 
ciate that, although in the preferred example, the seat 60 is 
removable, the seat could alternatively be permanently 
secured to the Walker. For example, the seat could be foldable 
or collapsible to a stoWed position When not in use (e. g., When 
the handle 90 is moved to the forWard position). 
[0035] Additionally, persons of ordinary skill in the art Will 
appreciate that, although in the preferred example the handle 
90 is secured to the Walker for pivoting movement, the handle 
may adjust or convert in other fashions (e.g., sliding move 
ment). Further, the handle could alternatively be removable 
from the Walker. For example, the handle may also be attach 
able to the Walker in tWo or more positions. For instance, 
rather than pivoting the handle 90 betWeen the forWard and 
rearWard positions as illustrated above, the handle 90 could 
optionally be removed from the Walker and reattached in 
either of the ?rst and second positions. 
[0036] Alternatively, the Walker may include tWo handles, 
one that is positioned behind, and used to support the seat 60, 
and one that is located forWard of the seat. Then to convert the 
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Walker, the seat and rearmost handle are removed, or the 
rearmost handle is removed and the seat 60 is folded or 
collapsed to a stoWed position. 
[0037] Alternatively, the tray 50 or another portion of the 
upper frame 14 (e. g., the center leg of the “U” formed by the 
upper frame 14) can include an integral handle. In such an 
approach, the handle 90 can optionally be eliminated. Alter 
natively, the handle 90 can be replaced With a removable 
member such that the U-shaped upper frame 14 forms an 
enclosure With the removable member When the removable 
member is attached, but permits access to the integral handle 
When the removable section is removed. 
[0038] Although certain apparatus constructed in accor 
dance With the teachings of the invention have been described 
herein, the scope of coverage of this patent is not limited 
thereto. On the contrary, this patent covers all embodiments 
of the teachings of the invention fairly falling Within the scope 
of the appended claims either literally or under the doctrine of 
equivalents. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A child Walker comprising: 
a Wheeled base; 
an upper frame supported by the Wheeled base; 
a seat carried by the upper frame in a seating area; and 
a convertible member connected to the upper frame for 

sliding movement betWeen a ?rst position behind the 
seating area and a second position in front of the seating 
area to convert the child Walker from a ?rst operating 
mode to a second operating mode. 

2. A child Walker as de?ned in claim 1 Wherein the seat is 
positioned distally to the convertible member. 

3. A child Walker as de?ned in claim 1 Wherein the seat is 
collapsible. 

4. A child Walker as de?ned in claim 1 Wherein the seat is 
folded in a stoWed position When the convertible member is 
moved to the second position. 

5. A child Walker as de?ned in claim 1 Wherein the upper 
frame includes an integral handle. 

6. A child Walker comprising: 
a Wheeled base; 
an upper frame supported by the Wheeled base; 
a seat carried by the upper frame; and 
a convertible member connected to the upper frame for 

sliding movement betWeen a rearWard position and a 
forWard position, Wherein the seat is folded in a stoWed 
position When the convertible member is in the forWard 
position and the upper frame includes an integral handle. 

* * * * * 


