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SACHNOFF & WEAVER LTD A carrying dev1ce for carrying small ammalsmcorporates a 
10 SOUTH W ACKER DR’IVE pouch. The pouch may be closed by a drawstring or a Zipper. 

A harness assembly secures the device around the carrier’s 
CHICAGO’ IL 60606-7507 shoulders. A Zipper unit may be included to fold the pet 

pocket into a smaller Waist pack. Another Zipper unit may be 
included With an expansion panel to provide an expandable 

(21) APP1- NOJ 11/614,686 pet pocket by elongating the pouch. A comfort pocket is 
provided to provide comfort to a pet enclosed Within the 
pouch and Who may become frightened by the surrounding 
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CARRYING DEVICE 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims priority of the provisional 
application No. 60/752,516 ?led on Dec. 2 l, 2005 in the name 
of OWen Slater, Michael Thompson, Troy Peifer, and Marty 
Crandall and entitled “Carrying Device for a Small Animal,” 
Which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. 

FIELD 

[0002] This patent generally relates to the ?eld of carrying 
devices and speci?cally to carrying devices for carrying items 
by individuals. 

BACKGROUND 

[0003] The present invention relates to animal carriers, and 
more particularly, to a small animal or pet carrier provided 
With a harness for maintaining the carried animal in front or 
back of the carrier’s torso, leaving the carrier’s hands free. 
[0004] Carrying devices are generally rigid structures hav 
ing a frame and a handle that can be engaged by the hand of 
the carrier in much the same Way a suitcase is carried. There 
are some soft carriers that are available, but these carriers are 
usually designed to be carried in one position, usually on the 
back or over one shoulder. Since continuously carrying a 
small animal in a ?xed position, such as on the back, can 
eventually become tiresome for the person carrying the pet, 
there is a need for a carrying device that can be supported in 
multiple positions With even Weight distribution. 

SUMMARY 

[0005] In one embodiment, a carrying device for a small 
animal is a hands-free, vest-style carrier that has a pouch, a 
harness With adjustable straps and a Zipper unit that retains the 
carrying device in a compact siZe When the device is folded 
upon itself, providing a small pack. It is easily ?tted When it 
is Worn and can be Worn by a person on the front or back of the 
torso. 

[0006] In another embodiment, a carrying device for small 
animals has a pouch that includes an extension panel for 
enlarging the pouch to accommodate a large animal. A Zipper 
unit unZips, releasing the extension panel and enlarging the 
pouch. When the Zipper unit is Zipped, the extension panel is 
retracted and the depth of the pouch is reduced. 
[0007] In a further embodiment, a carrying device for small 
animals provides comfort panels. The comfort panels may 
each include a comfort pocket that alloWs a person carrying 
the small animal to provide a comforting hand or other 
manual contact to the pet through the comfort pocket. The 
comfort pocket may have a soft liner that is comforting to the 
pet. The liner of the pocket may be omitted so that an access 
opening provides direct contact to the pet. 
[0008] Other aspects of the invention Will become apparent 
by consideration of the detailed description and accompany 
ing draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] While the appended claims set forth the features of 
the present patent With particularity, the patent, together With 
its objects and advantages, may be best understood from the 
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folloWing detailed description taken in conjunction With the 
accompanying draWings, of Which: 
[0010] FIG. 1A is a perspective vieW of a front of a carrying 
device; 
[0011] FIG. 1B is a perspective vieW ofa rear portion ofa 
carrying device; 
[0012] FIG. 2A is a rear vieW of a carrying device With the 
harness disconnected; 
[0013] FIG. 2B is a rear vieW of a carrying device With a 
harness folded inside a pouch; 
[0014] FIG. 2C is a vieW of a carrying device folded upon 
itself; 
[0015] FIG. 2D is a vieW of a carrying device With a Zipper 
unit partially Zipped; 
[0016] FIG. 2E is a vieW of a carrying device With a Zipper 
unit fully Zipped; 
[0017] FIGS. 2F-G are perspective vieWs of the shoulder 
straps attached to the front of rear panel of the carrying 
device; 
[0018] FIGS. 2H-J are perspective vieWs of a carrying 
device With a mesh front; 
[0019] FIGS. 2K-T of an alternative method for folding the 
carrying device; 
[0020] FIG. 3A is a perspective vieW of an expanded car 
rying device; 
[0021] FIG. 3B is a vieW of the straps on the carrying device 
of FIG. 3A; 
[0022] FIG. 4 is a vieW of a Zipper unit and an expansion 
panel; 
[0023] FIG. 5A is a vieW of an expandable carrying device 
in an unexpanded con?guration; 
[0024] FIG. 5B is a vieW of an expandable carrying device 
in early stages of expansion; 
[0025] FIG. 5C is a vieW of a carrying device being 
unZipped While Worn; 
[0026] FIG. 5D is a vieW of a carrying device When fully 
expanded; 
[0027] FIG. 6A is a perspective vieW of a carrying device 
With a comfort pocket; 
[0028] FIG. 6B is a perspective vieW of a carrying device 
With a comfort pocket and a snap fasteners; and 
[0029] FIG. 7 is a vieW of a carrying device With a comfort 
pocket in use. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0030] Before any embodiments of the carrier are 
explained in detail, it is to be understood that the carrier is not 
limited in its application to the details of construction and the 
arrangement of components set forth in the folloWing descrip 
tion or illustrated in the folloWing draWings. The carrying 
device is capable of other embodiments and of being prac 
ticed or of being carried out in various Ways. The carrying 
device may carry items other than pets and may be used to 
carry books or groceries and the like. Thus, it is to be under 
stood that the phraseology and terminology used herein is for 
the purpose of the description and should not be regarded as 
limiting. 
[0031] Referring to the draWings and particularly to FIGS. 
1A and 1B, a carrying device 100 has a front panel 120 and a 
rear panel 116 that are stitched together along the edges 118 
of the panels 112, 116 to form a pouch 120 With a closed 
bottom and open top. A folded over top 122 may be included 
to house a draWstring 24 encircling the top of the bag and 
making it possible to tighten the top of the bag around the 
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animal carried inside. An upper rear panel or bib 126 connects 
to carrying straps 128 and provides a rear support for the 
pouch 120. The bottom panel 142 of the pouch 120 is secured 
to the front panel 112 and the rear panel 116 along a seam or 
edge 143. A Zipper coil 156 ofa Zipper unit 150 (FIG. 2E) is 
placed adjacent to the edge 143. The bottom panel 142 may 
include reinforcement and padding along the interior surface 
for the animal’s comfort. A pocket 130 may be af?xed to one 
side of the pouch 120 and includes an elastic closure 132 
Within its upper folded edge to hold the pocket 130 closed. 
[0032] As shoWn in FIG. 1B, a shoulder harness for the 
carrying device 100 may be formed by crossing straps 128 
that connect midWay along the back at a slip ring 134. The 
straps 128 may be padded over the shoulder area for comfort 
during use. The straps 128 are joined to the pouch 120 along 
the connected edges 118 of front panel 112 and rear panel 116 
on the inside of the pouch 120. The straps 128 extend through 
a latching member 136 and may be shortened or lengthened 
by adjustment of member 136. 
[0033] A girth belt 144 isjoined to the pouch at edges 118. 
The ends of the girth strap 144 are engageable With a latching 
member 146 and adjustable in length through the latching 
member 146. A loop (not shoWn) may be added to hold the 
extra length of strap tight against the girth strap 144. The girth 
belt 144 secures the pouch 120 around the Waist of the person 
Wearing the carrier and provides stabiliZation to the pouch 
120. 

[0034] An inside safety strap and ring 140 may be included 
on the inside of the pouch 120 and provides additional secu 
rity for and control of the pet since the safety strap and ring 
140 can be connected to a leash or a collar (not shoWn) on the 
animal being carried. 
[0035] As shoWn in FIGS. 2A-2E, an embodiment of a 
carrying device 100 includes the Zipper unit 150 that retains 
the carrying device 100 in a compact siZe When the carrying 
device 100 is folded upon itself. The carrying device 100 may 
include a loWer rear panel 166 that is formed in the rear panel 
116. The outer periphery of the loWer rear panel 166 may be 
de?ned by a Zipper coil 155 (one side of a Zipper). Along and 
adjacent to the loWer edge 143 of the pouch 120 is another 
Zipper coil 156. This Zipper coil 156 extends all the Way 
around the bottom panel 142. The Zipper coils 155, 156 are of 
the same length. A slider 157 for the Zipper unit 150 rides 
along the Zipper coils 156, 157 and is located Where the loWer 
edge 143 connects to the bottom of the loWer rear panel 166. 
FIGS. 2F-G shoW an alternative carrying device 100 With the 
carrying straps 128 attached to the front of the rear panel 126. 
FIGS. 2H-J shoW a carrying device With a front panel 112 
With a mesh front. 

[0036] When the carrying device 100 is not in use, it may be 
folded in the folloWing manner. Referring ?rst to FIG. 2A, the 
shoulder straps 128 are released and disconnected from the 
sides of the carrying device 100 at the latching members 136. 
In FIG. 2B, the shoulder straps 128 are folded and stoWed 
inside the pouch 120. The carrying device 100 is then col 
lapsed toWard the bottom panel 142, folding the front panel 
112 and the rear panel 116 upon themselves (See FIG. 2C). 
Once the carrying device 100 is completely collapsed, the 
slider 157 is moved along the Zippers coils 155, 156 connect 
ing the teeth of the Zipper coils 155, 156 together as illustrated 
in FIG. 2D. When the slider 157 has joined the Zipper coils 
155, 156 together, the carrier device 100 resembles the form 
of a Waist pack 160 as illustrated in FIG. 2E and the pack 160 
may be Worn around the Waist or over the shoulder using the 
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girth belt 144 Which remains outside the carrying device 100. 
FIGS. 2K-2T shoW most of the above steps being performed 
While the carrying device 100 is being Worn. 
[0037] To extract the carrying device 100 from the Waist 
pack 160, the above steps are reversed. The slider 157 is 
moved in a direction that releases the Zipper coils 155, 156 
from one another and the carrying device 1 00 is unfolded. The 
shoulder straps 128 are removed from the pouch 120 and 
connected to the side of the carrier With the latching members 
136. 

[0038] In another embodiment, a carrying device 300 has a 
pouch that can be expanded and enlarged. FIGS. 3A and 3B 
illustrate the carrying device 300 in an expanded con?gura 
tion. The carrying device 300 may ?nd applications for a 
small animal that may be groWing. The carrying device 300 
may include a front panel 312 and a rear panel 316 that are 
stitched or otherWise secured together along the edges 318 to 
form a pouch 320. A folded over top 322 may be provided 
along the top edge of the pouch 320 for housing a draWstring 
324 and making it possible to tighten the top of the pouch 320 
around the neck of an animal carried inside. The shoulder 
straps 328 may be connected to the top edge of the rear panel 
316. 
[0039] An expansion panel 314 is attached to a bottom edge 
327 of the tWo upper panels, front panel 312 and rear panel 
316. These panels 312, 316 de?ne the circumference of the 
pet pouch 320. A bottom panel 342 is attached to the loWer 
edge 343 of the expansion panel 314. A Zipper unit 350 (see 
FIG. 5A) is connected in parallel to the expansion panel 
betWeen the bottom edge 324 of the upper panels 312, 314 
and the loWer edge 343 of the expansion panel. The Zipper 
unit 350 includes at least tWo Zipper coils 355, 356 and a slider 
357. The loWer Zipper coil 356 is adjacent to the loWer edge 
343. The Zipper coil 356 extends all the Way around the pouch 
320 and overlaps an end point 358 of the Zipper coil 356 as the 
Zipper coil 356 continues around the pouch 320 (See FIG. 4). 
[0040] At the end point 358 of the Zipper coil 356 adjacent 
to the loWer edge 343, the overlapping portion of the Zipper 
coil 356 may be attached to a fabric tape 455 that gradually 
Widens as the Zipper coil 356 continues around the pouch 320 
to a distance halfWay across the back of the pouch 320, 
placing the other end 361 of the Zipper coil 356 near the center 
of the expansion panel 414. Alternatively, the fabric tape 455 
may remain at a constant Width, but is seWn into the expansion 
panel 414 gradually moving toWards the middle of the expan 
sion panel 414 Where the end 361 of the Zipper coil 356 is 
placed. At the back of the pouch 320 may be a seam 460 that 
is formed Where the longitudinal ends of the extension panel 
314 meet. The end 361 ofthe Zipper coil 356 may be located 
about half-Way up the seam 460. 
[0041] Adjacent to the bottom edge 324 of the upper panels 
312, 314 (and the upper edge of the expansion panel 314) is 
the other Zipper coil 355. The Zipper coil 355 extends all the 
Way around the pouch 320 and overlaps an end point 359 of 
the Zipper coil 355. The end point 359 of Zipper coil 355 
coincides With the position of the end point 358 of Zipper coil 
356. The endpoints 358, 359 may be located at any point 
around the circumference of the pouch 320. Preferably 
though, the endpoints 358, 359 are located at a position 
approximately 90 degrees from the beginning of the Zipper 
unit (approximately 450 degrees in rotational travel from the 
beginning of the Zipper to the end points 355, 356). 
[0042] At the end point 359 of the Zipper coil 355, the 
overlapping portion of the Zipper coil 355 is attached to a 




