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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method for forming a conductive thin ?lm includes depos 
iting a metal oxide thin ?lm on a substrate by an atomic layer 
deposition (ALD) process. The method further includes at 
least partially reducing the metal oxide thin ?lm by exposing 
the metal oxide thin ?lm to a reducing agent, thereby forming 
a seed layer. In one arrangement, the reducing agent com 
prises one or more organic compounds that contain at least 
one functional group selected from the group consisting of 
40H, 4CHO, and 4COOH. In another arrangement, the 
reducing agent comprises an electric current. 
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Fig. 1 
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METHOD OF GROWING ELECTRICAL 
CONDUCTORS 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] The present application is a continuation of US. 
patent application Ser. No. 10/394,430, ?led Mar. 20, 2003, 
Which is a continuation-in-part of US. patent application Ser. 
No. 10/300,169, issued May 3, 2005 as US. Pat. No. 6,887, 
795 (Attorney Docket SEPP13.001C1), Which is a continua 
tion of US. patent application Ser. No. 09/858,820, issued 
Nov. 19, 2002 as US. Pat. No. 6,482,740 B2 (Attorney 
Docket No. SEPP13.001AUS), Which claims the bene?t 
under 35 USC §119(a) of Finnish Patent Application No. 
20001163, ?led May 15, 2000, each of Which are incorpo 
rated in their entireties by reference herein. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention 
[0003] The present invention relates generally to the manu 
facturing of integrated circuits (ICs), and particularly to the 
seed layers in damascene and dual damascene processes, gate 
metals of thin ?lm transistors and capacitor electrodes in ICs. 
[0004] More particularly the present invention relates to a 
method of depositing seed layers for a damascene and dual 
damascene structures, gate metals of thin ?lm transistors and 
capacitor electrodes in ICs by an atomic layer deposition 
(ALD) method. 
[0005] 2. Description of the Related Art 
[0006] The atomic layer deposition (ALD) method of 
depositing thin ?lms has several attractive features including 
excellent step coverage, even on large areas, and a dense and 
pinhole-free structure. Therefore, it is of great interest to 
apply ALD to the deposition of metalliZation layers of 
advanced integrated circuits (ICs), Where the continuously 
increasing packing density and aspect ratio set higher and 
higher demands upon the metalliZation layers. Applications 
Where high quality metalliZation is particularly needed are 
dual damascene structures, gates in transistors and capacitors 
in ICs. HoWever, due to the fact that ALD is based on sequen 
tial self-saturating surface reactions of source chemical com 
pounds, depositing high quality elemental metal thin ?lms by 
ALD is very dif?cult. 
[0007] In ALD, the source chemical molecules chemisorb 
on the substrate via active sites on the substrate surface. 
Typical active sites for metal source chemicals are 40H, 
iNHZ and iNH groups. Metal-oxygen-metal bridges on the 
surface may also act as active sites. When a metal source 
chemical molecule reacts With the active site, a strong bond is 
formed betWeen the surface and the ligand of the source 
chemical molecule is simultaneously released as a by-prod 
uct. 

[0008] In ALD, ?lms groW With a constant groWth rate. 
Each deposition cycle produces one molecular layer of the 
deposited material on the substrate surface. Usually the 
groWth rate is Well beloW one molecular layer/ cycle because 
the adsorbed source chemical molecules may be bulky or 
because substrate temperature affects the number of active 
sites (e.g. iOH groups) on the surface. It is Well knoWn that 
metal oxide thin ?lms produced by ALD are uniform, have 
excellent adhesion and thus are ?rmly bonded to the substrate 
surface. 
[0009] Experiments have revealed a draWback of the 
groWth of metal thin ?lms by an ALD type method. In the case 
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of metal deposition it is dif?cult to attach source chemical 
molecules to the surface because essentially no active sites 
exist on the surface. The metal ?lm groWn is often non 
uniform over an area of the substrate and it is easily peeled off 
from the surface, Which indicates very poor adhesion of the 
?lm to the substrate. 

[0010] Several attempts have been made to produce metal 
thin ?lms by ALD type methods. Reproducibility of such an 
ALD metal groWth process has traditionally been poor and 
the reactions do not take place at all on insulating surfaces like 
silicon oxide. There are publications about the ALD deposi 
tion of Cu metal by pulsing a copper compound, e. g. Cu(thd) 
2, on a surface and then reducing the Cu(thd)2 molecules 
bound to the surface into Cu With H2. 
[0011] R. Solanki et al. (Electrochemical and Solid-State 
Letters 3 (2000) 479-480) have deposited copper seed layers 
by ALD. They deposited copper directly from alternate pulses 
of bis(1,1,1,5,5,5-hexa?uoroacetylacetonato)copper(II)hy 
drate and either methanol, ethanol or formalin, i.e. a Water 
solution of formaldehyde. The total pulsing cycle time Was 64 
s, i.e. slightly over one minute. Although the groWth rate Was 
not mentioned in the publication, a typical groWth rate of a 
thin ?lm made by ALD from metal [3-diketonates is 0.03 
nm/cycle due to the steric hindrance of the source chemical 
molecules. Thus, the deposition time for a 10-nm copper seed 
layer Would be over 5 hours, Which is uneconomical for Wafer 
processing. A required minimum throughput of a Wafer reac 
tor is 10-12 Wafers/hour. It is to be noted that according to 
Strem Chemicals, Inc. the decomposition temperature of the 
copper compound used by R. Solanki et al. is 2200 C. R. 
Solanki et al. noticed copper ?lm groWth When the substrate 
temperature was 230-3000 C. Therefore, partial thermal 
decomposition of copper source compound on substrate sur 
face is probable. 
[0012] One of the most advanced IC structures is the dual 
damascene structure Which consists of a silicon substrate With 
transistors (source, gate and drain). Several electrically con 
ducting layers are needed in the structure. The ?rst metalli 
Zation level is done With tungsten plugs and aluminium inter 
connects to prevent the contamination of the gate With copper. 
The remainder of the metalliZation levels are made of copper. 
[0013] There are several Ways of making dual damascene 
structures. An example of the process steps of a dual dama 
scene process is described beloW. 

[0014] Step 1. A silicon nitride etch stop is groWn on the 
previous metalliZation surface. 
[0015] Step 2. A via level dielectric is deposited. 
[0016] Step 3 . Another silicon nitride etch stop is deposited. 
[0017] Step 4. A trench level dielectric is deposited. SiO2 
has been favored as the dielectric material. LoW-k materials 
such as nitrided silicon oxide and polymers have been experi 
mented With as alternative dielectric materials. 

[0018] Step 5. Patterning of dielectric by photolithography. 
[0019] a. A resist layer is deposited on dielectrics surface. 
[0020] b. The resist layer is patterned and the resist is 
removed from the via areas. 

[0021] c. Dielectrics are etched from the via areas With 
directional plasma. Etching terminates at the silicon nitride 
surface. 

[0022] d. Resist is stripped from the surface. 
[0023] Step 6. Patterning of the etch stop layer by photoli 
thography. 
[0024] e. A second resist layer is deposited on the surface. 
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[0025] f. The resist layer is patterned and it is removed from 
the trench areas. 

[0026] g. Silicon nitride is removed With a short plasma 
nitride etch from the bottom of the holes that Were made 
With the ?rst plasma oxide etch. 

[0027] h. The second plasma oxide etch removes silicon 
dioxide from the exposed via and trench areas until the ?rst 
silicon nitride etch stop is reached. 

[0028] i. The ?rst silicon nitride etch stop is removed from 
the via bottom and the second silicon nitride etch stop from 
the trench bottom With a short plasma nitride etch. 

[0029] j. The resist is stripped from the substrate. 
[0030] Step 7. A diffusion barrier layer is grown on all 
exposed surfaces. 
[0031] Step 8. A seed layer for copper deposition is grown 
With CVD or PVD on the diffusion barrier layer. 

[0032] Step 9. Vias and trenches are ?lled With copper by an 
electroplating process. 
[0033] Step 10. The substrate surface is planariZed With 
chemical mechanical polishing (CMP). The surface is pol 
ished until copper and a barrier layer are left only in trenches 
and vias. 

[0034] Step 11. The surface is capped With a silicon nitride 
etch stop layer. 
[0035] Step 12. The metalliZation process is then repeated 
for all the remaining metalliZation levels. 
[0036] Alternatives for copper electroplating (Step 9) are 
electroless plating, physical vapor deposition (PVD) and 
chemical vapor deposition (CVD). A seed layer (c.f. Step 8) is 
typically needed for electroplating processes. Traditionally 
such a seed layer is deposited by chemical vapor deposition 
(CVD) or physical vapor deposition (PVD). In the electro 
plating process the substrate having an electrically conduc 
tive seed layer is immersed in a metal compound solution. 
The electrically conductive surface of the substrate is con 
nected to an external DC poWer supply. A current passes 
through the substrate surface into the solution and metal is 
deposited on the substrate. The seed layer has high conduc 
tivity and it acts as a conduction and nucleation layer for the 
electroplating process. One can envision a seed layer that acts 
as a nucleation layer also for the CVD process. The seed layer 
carries current from the edge of the Wafer to the center of the 
Wafer and from the top surface of the Wafer into the bottom of 
vias and trenches. A uniform and continuous seed layer is 
necessary to get uniform electroplated copper. Electrical con 
tact is made to the seed layer. The quantity of the deposited 
metal is directly proportional to the local current density on 
the substrate. 
[0037] The bene?ts of copper compared to aluminum are 
loWer resistivity and better resistance to electromigration. 
Furthermore, since tighter packing density can be obtained 
With copper, feWer metalliZation levels are needed and the 
manufacturing costs are loWer than With aluminum. With 
increasing aspect ratio it is becoming di?icult to get su?icient 
step coverage for the seed layer With the state of the art 
technology. 
[0038] In dynamic random access memories (DRAM), 
capacitors store data bits in the form of electrical charge. 
These memory capacitors must be recharged frequently due 
to the leaking of electrons. The simplest capacitor consists of 
tWo parallel metallic plates separated With a dielectric mate 
rial. The capacity (C) of this plate capacitor depends accord 
ing to equation (I) on the area (A) of the metallic plate, the 
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distance (d) betWeen the metallic plates and the dielectric 
constant (k) of the dielectric material. 60 is the permittivity of 
space. 

CIkeOA/d (I) 

[0039] Cylindrical capacitors are often used. The conduc 
tors are arranged coaxially. The charge resides on the inner 
Wall of the outer conductor and on the outer surface of the 
inner conductor. In this case the capacitance (C) depends on 
the radius of the outer surface of the inner conductor (a), 
radius of the inner surface of the outer conductor (b), length of 
the cylinder (1) and dielectric constant (k) of the dielectric 
material betWeen the conductors as shoWn in equation (II). 

[0040] The feature siZes in DRAMs are decreasing continu 
ously. The capacitors must be made smaller in successive 
DRAM generation. In order to save surface area, planar 
capacitors are being replaced With vertical coaxial capacitors 
that may have aggressive aspect ratios. Decreasing the charge 
storing area means that the distance betWeen the conductors 
must be decreased and/ or the dielectric constant of the dielec 
tric must be increased in order to keep the capacity suf?cient. 
Decreasing the distance betWeen the conductors causes volt 
age breakdoWn When the insulator thickness is too thin to hold 
the voltage. 
[0041] Using high-k dielectrics, such as TiO2 and Ta2O5, 
resolves the above described problem related to decreasing 
feature siZe. HoWever, high-k dielectrics create neW prob 
lems, since they donate oxygen to the conductor and thus the 
capacitor properties deteriorate. Therefore, inert metals, such 
as platinum group metals, or conductive metal oxides, such as 
RuO2, must be used adjacent to the high-k metal oxides. But 
it is di?icult to deposit thin ?lms With good step coverage on 
neW capacitor structures With small feature siZe and aggres 
sive aspect ratio. As a conclusion, there is an increasing need 
for a method of producing conductive thin ?lms With good 
step coverage and excellent thin properties such as adhesion 
to the substrate. 
[0042] S.-J. Won et al. have presented a metal-insulator 
metal (MIM) capacitor structure for giga-bit DRAMs (Tech 
nical Digest of the 2000 International Electron Devices Meet 
ing (IEDM), San Francisco, Calif., Dec. 10-13, 2000). They 
used Ta2O5 as an insulator While the electrodes consisted of 
ruthenium Which Was deposited by CVD from Ru(EtCp)2 and 
gaseous oxygen at 300-4000 C. Problems related to the 
method included poor step coverage and reaction speed sen 
sitivity. When the nodes Were made With 0.08 pm design 
rules, the step coverage dropped to 60%. The reaction of 
Ru(EtCp)2 With 02 Was adversely affected by the partial pres 
sures of the said compounds. 
[0043] N+ or p+ doped polycrystalline silicon has been used 
as a gate electrode for transistors. HoWever, several problems 
are associated With the use of poly-Si gate electrodes. In the 
case of boron doped p+ poly-Si, the diffusion of boron 
through the gate SiO2 destroys the electrical properties of the 
transistor. Poly-Si is thermodynamically unstable against 
high dielectric constant materials at high processing tempera 
tures. In addition, poly-Si has rather high resistivity compared 
to metals. There is a tendency to replace the SiO2 gate oxide 
With a high dielectric constant metal oxide. A metal With 
appropriate Work function Would enable the tailoring of the 
CMOS threshold voltage. Refractory metals have been sug 
gested for gate metals but the stability of the metal-gate oxide 
interface has been an issue. Platinum group metals are poten 
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tial candidates for gate metals due to their inert nature. HoW 
ever, appropriate methods of depositing high-quality plati 
num group metal thin ?lms for gate electrode applications 
have not yet been developed. 
[0044] M. Utriainen et al. have demonstrated (Appl. Surf. 
Sci. 157 (2000) pp. 151-158) that ALD groWn metal oxides 
can be used as interconnects in ICs after reducing the metal 
oxides into metals. They studied the direct ALD deposition of 
Cu, Ni and Pt and the indirect Ni growth method via reduction 
of NiO. However, they had problems With the quality of the 
nickel ?lm: pinholes Were formed on the thin ?lms during the 
reduction of NiO With hydrogen gas. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0045] Embodiments described herein provide methods of 
producing high quality conductive thin ?lms With excellent 
step coverage, uniform thickness over a large area and excel 
lent adhesion properties. The thin ?lms may be used, for 
example, as seed layers for the electrodeposition of metal 
layers, and gate metals in thin ?lm transistors and capacitors 
of advanced high-density integrated circuits. 
[0046] The present method is applicable to the manufacture 
of conductive thin ?lms, preferably comprising one or more 
of the folloWing elements: rhenium, ruthenium, osmium, 
cobalt, rhodium, iridium, nickel, palladium, platinum, cop 
per, silver and gold. 
[0047] According to one embodiment described herein, a 
method of forming a conductive thin ?lm comprises depos 
iting a metal oxide thin ?lm on a substrate by an atomic layer 
deposition (ALD) process. The method further comprises at 
least partially reducing the metal oxide thin ?lm by exposing 
the metal oxide thin ?lm to an electric current, thereby form 
ing a seed layer. In certain embodiments, the reduction of the 
metal oxide thin ?lm essentially converts the metal oxide into 
an elemental metal seed layer that has suf?cient conductivity 
to be used for subsequent electrochemical deposition. 
[0048] According to another embodiment described herein, 
a method of producing a conductive thin ?lm comprises the 
steps of (A) placing a substrate in a chamber and (B) exposing 
the substrate to a vapor phase ?rst reactant. The ?rst reactant 
adsorbs no more than a monolayer of metal species on the 
substrate. The method further comprises (C) removing excess 
?rst reactant from the chamber and (D) exposing the substrate 
to a second vapor phase reactant comprising a compound that 
is capable of oxidiZing the adsorbed metal species on the 
substrate into metal oxide. The method further comprises (E) 
removing excess second reactant from the chamber and (F) 
repeating the above steps B through E at least three times to 
form a metal oxide ?lm. The method further comprises (G) 
folloWing step F, exposing the substrate to an electric current 
to reduce the metal oxide to metal. 
[0049] According to still another embodiment described 
herein, a method of producing a conductive thin ?lm com 
prises depositing a metal oxide thin ?lm of at least 0.6 nm 
thickness on a substrate. The method further comprises 
reducing said metal oxide thin ?lm to metal by exposing the 
metal oxide thin ?lm to an electric current. 
[0050] According to yet another embodiment described 
herein, a method of producing a conductive thin ?lm com 
prises depositing a metal oxide thin ?lm on a substrate by an 
atomic layer deposition (ALD) process. The method further 
comprises at least partially reducing the metal oxide thin ?lm 
to elemental metal. In certain embodiments, the metal oxide 
thin ?lm is at least partially reduced by exposing the metal 

Jun. 19, 2008 

oxide thin ?lm to an electric current. In other embodiments, 
the metal oxide thin ?lm is at least partially reduced by 
exposing the metal oxide thin ?lm to one or more organic 
compounds that contain at least one functional group selected 
from the group consisting of iOH, 4CHO, and 4COOH. 
[0051] According to another embodiment described herein, 
a method of producing a conductive thin ?lm comprises 
depositing a metal oxide thin ?lm on a substrate by an atomic 
layer deposition (ALD) process. The method further com 
prises at least partially reducing the metal oxide thin ?lm to 
elemental metal in an electrochemical deposition tool. 

[0052] Certain embodiments described herein are espe 
cially bene?cial for making electrically conductive layers in 
structures that have high aspect ratios, like vias, trenches, 
local high elevation areas and other similar surface structures 
that make the surface rough and thin ?lm processing compli 
cated by conventional CVD and PVD methods. An ALD 
metal oxide process combined With a reduction step provides 
excellent step coverage of conductive thin ?lms on all surface 
formations. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0053] FIG. 1 is a schematic vieW of the dual damascene 
structure. 

[0054] FIG. 2 is a schematic vieW of a capacitor structure. 

[0055] FIG. 3 is a schematic vieW of an NMOS transistor 
suitable for CMOS structures. 

[0056] FIG. 4 depicts the electrical resistance of reduced 
copper samples. 
[0057] FIG. 5 schematically illustrates a ?rst cluster tool in 
accordance With embodiments of the present invention. 
[0058] FIG. 6 schematically illustrates a second cluster tool 
in accordance With embodiments of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0059] The dual damascene structure shoWn in FIG. 1 con 
sists of a previous metalliZation layer 2 (e. g., Cu), an insulat 
ing layer 4 (e.g., SiO2), a via etch stop 6 (e.g., Si3N4), a via 
level insulator 8 (e.g., SiO2), a trench etch stop 10 (e.g., 
Si3N4), a trench level insulator 12 (e.g., SiO2), a diffusion 
barrier 14 (e.g., TaN), a seed layer 16 and a via/trench ?ll 
metal 18 (e.g., Cu). 
[0060] The capacitor structure shoWn in FIG. 2 consists of 
a contact plug 30 (e.g., tungsten (W) or polysilicon), an insu 
lator 32, an optional diffusion barrier 34 (e.g., TiN), a loWer 
electrode 36 (e. g., Ru, Pt, or RuO2), a high-k dielectric ?lm 38 
(e.g., barium strontium titanate (BST)), and an upper elec 
trode 40 (e.g., Ru or Pt). 
[0061] The partial transistor structure shoWn in FIG. 3 con 
sists of a substrate 60, an n-type Well 62, a p-type diffusion 
region 64 (right drain, left source), a shalloW trench isolation 
oxide 66, a gate dielectric 68, an optional barrier layer 70, a 
gate metal 72, a gate isolation spacers 74, and contact areas 
for tungsten plugs 76. The contact areas are dotted because 
they are not in the same vertical plane With the other num 
bered parts. A CMOS structure contains both PMOS and 
NMOS transistors. The contact areas against P-type semicon 
ductor can be made of, e.g., Ni, and RuO. The contact areas 
against N-type semiconductor can be made of, e.g., Ru. Plati 
num can also be applied under W plugs. The choice of the 
metal or electrically conductive metal compound depends on 
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the Work function of the underlying layer and the reactivity of 
the surrounding materials With the said metal or electrically 
conductive metal compound. 
[0062] FIG. 4 shoWs the resistance values of reduced cop 
per samples. The values are the average of 10 measurements 
from each sample. ECD stands for copper metal deposited on 
silicon. ECD-1 and ECD-2 indicate pure ECD copper metals 
Without any additional treatments. O-ECD-l and O-ECD-2 
indicate samples that have a copper oxide coating (about 350 
nm). The rest of the samples had a copper oxide coating 
before the reduction experiments. N2 is nitrogen gas With a 
claimed purity of 99.9999%, MeOH is methanol, EtOH is 
ethanol, 2-PrOH is isopropanol, tert-BuOH is tert-butanol, 
PrCHO is butyraldehyde, Me2CO is acetone, HCOOH is 
formic acid, CH3COOH is acetic acid, and H2 is hydrogen. 
The number after the reagent name is the reaction temperature 
in degrees C. The number in parentheses is the reaction time 
in minutes. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0063] A layer of a loW volatility oxide of a metal is groWn 
on a substrate. Preferably the metal oxide is groWn on the 
substrate according to the principles of an ALD process, and 
the folloWing disclosure is directed to this embodiment. HoW 
ever, the skilled artisan Will recogniZe that other methods of 
depositing a metal oxide thin ?lm may be used in the methods 
of the invention. After the ALD process, the thin ?lm consists 
essentially of a metal oxide or a mixture of metal oxides. The 
metal oxides are at least partially converted into a metal in a 
separate process step to increase the conductivity of the 
deposited oxide thin ?lm. The conversion step can be done 
With any reducing agent capable of forming a stronger bond to 
oxygen than the metal to be reduced. Preferably, the reducing 
agent is in the gaseous phase. HoWever, in the case of silver 
and gold oxides, the conversion step can be done simply by 
heating to decompose the oxide into metal and oxygen. In still 
other embodiments described herein, the reducing agent 
comprises an electric current applied to the metal oxide. 
[0064] The folloWing loW volatility metal oxides and mix 
tures and nanolaminates of the folloWing metal oxides are 
examples of compounds that are suitable for conversion into 
a conductive form by the method of certain embodiments: 

ReO2, Re2O5, ReO3, RuO2, OsO2, CoO, C0304, Rh2O3, 
RhO2, IrO2, NiO, PdO, PtO2, CuZO, CuO, Ag2O (decom 
poses thermally at temperatures above 230° C.), Au203 (de 
composes thermally at temperatures above 160° C.). HoW 
ever, a person skilled in the art Will understand that 
embodiments described herein are not limited to these metal 
oxides, in part because the stoichiometry may vary in metal 
oxide ?lms. In addition, the folloWing high-volatility metal 
oxides exist: Re2O7, RuO4 and OsO4. 
[0065] A metal oxide layer is preferably produced by the 
ALD process. A typical ALD process comprises the folloW 
ing steps: 
[0066] 1. placing a substrate into a reaction chamber; 
[0067] 2. feeding into the reaction chamber and contacting 
the substrate With a pulse of at least one ?rst source chemical, 
preferably in the vapor phase, comprising a compound 
capable of adsorbing no more than a monolayer of metal 
species on the substrate; 
[0068] 3. removing gases from the chamber; 
[0069] 4. feeding into the reaction chamber and contacting 
the substrate With a pulse of at least one second source chemi 
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cal, preferably in the vapor phase, comprising a compound 
capable of oxidiZing the metal species on the substrate into a 
metal oxide, and 
[0070] 4. removing gases from the chamber; and 
[0071] 5. repeating steps 2 through 4 until a desired thick 
ness of the groWing thin ?lm is reached. 
[0072] According to the ALD principles, the previous reac 
tant (i.e. previously pulsed source chemical) and the gaseous 
by-products of the surface reaction are removed from the 
reaction chamber before the next pulse of a reactant is intro 
duced into the reaction chamber. The reactants and the by 
products can be removed from the reaction chamber by 
pumping doWn the chamber to a higher vacuum by a vacuum 
pump, by purging the chamber With an inert gas pulse, or by 
a combination of the tWo. 

[0073] In the methods of certain embodiments described 
herein, the ALD cycle described above is preferably repeated 
at least 3 times, more preferably at least 10 times. A metal 
oxide thin ?lm of at least 0.6 nm is preferably formed on the 
substrate. 
[0074] “Metal species” in the context of the present appli 
cation means a separate molecule, atom or ion comprising 
one or more metal atoms. 

[0075] According to one embodiment (FIG. 1), a substrate 
With open trenches and vias is provided into anALD reaction 
chamber. A diffusion barrier layer 14 is on the surfaces of the 
substrate. The pressure of the reaction chamber is adjusted to 
about 5-10 mbar With a vacuum pump and ?oWing nitrogen 
gas. A metal oxide thin ?lm is groWn on the diffusion barrier 
14 from alternate pulses of a metal source chemical and 
oxygen source chemical. Surplus source chemical and reac 
tion by-products are essentially removed from the reaction 
chamber after each source chemical pulse before the next 
source chemical pulse is introduced into the reaction chamber 
and contacted With the substrate surface. The pulsing cycle is 
repeated until the thickness of the metal oxide ?lm is su?i 
cient for seed layer purposes. The metal oxide ?lm is reduced 
into a metal layer and used as a seed layer 16 for an electro 
plating process. 
[0076] According to a second embodiment (FIG. 2), a sub 
strate is provided into a reaction chamber of an ALD reactor. 
The substrate is heated to a deposition temperature of selected 
metal oxide. Alternate gas phase pulses of a metal source 
chemical and an oxygen source chemical are introduced into 
the reaction chamber and contacted With the substrate sur 
face. A metal oxide ?lm is groWn on the surface. The metal 
oxide is used as the ?rst electrode 36 of a capacitor or con 
verted into corresponding metal and used as the ?rst electrode 
36 of the capacitor. Then a thin ?lm of a high-k dielectric 
material 38 is groWn on the ?rst electrode 3 6. The high-k layer 
38 is optionally annealed. A metal oxide thin ?lm is groWn by 
ALD on the high-k layer. The metal oxide ?lm is converted 
into corresponding metal and used as the second electrode 40 
of a capacitor. HoWever, the metal oxide thin ?lm can be used 
as the second electrode of the capacitor if the conductivity of 
the metal oxide thin ?lm is suf?ciently high. In certain 
embodiments, the metal oxide thin ?lm is used as the second 
electrode When its resistivity is preferably less than about 500 
uQ-cm, more preferably less than about 300 uQ-cm, and mo st 
preferably less than about 100 uQ-cm. An example of a suit 
able metal oxide is ruthenium dioxide (RuO2) that has a 
resistivity of about 35 uQ-cm. 
[0077] According to a third embodiment (FIG. 3), a sub 
strate is provided into a reaction chamber of an ALD reactor. 
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The surface may be, for example, a transistor gate oxide 68 or 
doped silicon on source and drain areas 64. The substrate is 
heated to a deposition temperature. Alternate gas phase pulses 
of a metal source chemical and an oxygen source chemical are 

introduced into the reaction chamber and contacted With the 
substrate surface. Metal oxide ?lm is groWn on the surface. 
The metal oxide is used as the gate electrode of a transistor as 
such or converted into the corresponding metal and used as 
the gate electrode of a transistor. The metal is also used as an 
intermediate layer 76 betWeen silicon and tungsten plugs on 
the source and the drain areas of the transistor. 

[0078] According to one embodiment described herein, the 
metal oxide is ruthenium oxide and one deposition cycle of 
ruthenium oxide consists of a ruthenium halide pulse, nitro 
gen purge, a pulse of a reducing agent, nitrogen purge, an 
oxygen source pulse and nitrogen purge. It is knoWn that 
RuF6 and RuF5 can be reduced With iodine into RuF4 (N. N. 
GreenWood andA. EamshaW in “Chemistry of the Elements”, 
Pergamon Press, 1984, p. 1258). When, e.g., RuF5 chemi 
sorbs on a surface, Ru should release at least one F and form 
a bond to the surface. Equation (III) illustrates the reaction. 

[0079] The oxidation state of Ru in RuF5 is +5, Which is too 
high for the formation of RuO2. According to one embodi 
ment described herein, Ru(V) compound that is adsorbed on 
a surface is reduced into Ru(IV) compound With gaseous 
iodine. After the reduction process the oxidation state of 
ruthenium in the adsorbed Ru compound is +4 and results in 
the groWth of RuO2 When a pulse of oxygen source chemical 
is introduced into the reactor and contacts the surface of the 
substrate. Equations (IV) and (V) illustrates the reactions: 

[0080] When an oxygen source chemical is contacted With 
the surface a reaction according to equation (V) takes place: 

[0081] Due to equal oxidation states of Ru in the adsorbed 
Ru source compound and Ru in the resulting ruthenium 
oxide, the removal of F ligands from the surface in the form of 
gaseous HF molecules is a straightforWard procedure. 

[0082] According to one embodiment described herein, the 
metal oxide thin ?lm deposited by ALD consists of metallic 
ruthenium and ruthenium oxide. The groWth of the ruthe 
nium-rich ?lm is based on reduction-oxidation (redox) reac 
tions on the surface. 

[0083] Known oxides of ruthenium are RuO2 and RuO4. 
The vapor pressure of RuO2 is negligible at the reactor tem 
peratures used according to certain embodiments described 
herein. HoWever, RuO4 has such a high vapor pressure, 760 
torr at 40° C., that it can easily be evaporated from an external 
source. 

[0084] One deposition cycle for the groWth of ruthenium 
rich thin ?lm consists of a RuO4 pulse, a nitrogen purge, a 
pulse of vaporiZed organic reducing agent, and a nitrogen 
purge. Therefore, in the beginning of the groWth process 
ruthenium tetra-oxide (RuO4) is adsorbed on the substrate 
surface. Adsorbed ruthenium oxide is reduced to metallic 
ruthenium With an organic reducing agent, ruthenium tetra 
oxide is contacted again With the surface of the substrate 
When RuO2 is formed and then RuO2 is at least partly reduced 
With an organic reducing agent to metallic ruthenium. 
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[0085] Ruthenium metal is in the oxidation state of 0, While 
ruthenium has an oxidation state of VIII in RuO4. On the 
substrate surface there is ruthenium With loW oxidation state. 
High oxidation state ruthenium source chemical is contacted 
With the surface. A reduction-oxidation (redox) reaction 
according to equation (VI) takes place on the substrate sur 
face: 

[0086] In addition, one molecular layer of RuO4 may 
adsorb on the loW-volatility RuO2 surface. 

[0087] 
pulse: 

Then the surface is treated With a reducing agent 

[0088] Suitable reducing agents include alcohols, alde 
hydes, carboxylic acids and hydrogen radicals. 
[0089] Ruthenium metal thin ?lm and/ or ruthenium oxide 
thin ?lm produced thereof can be used as a seed layer and/or 
an electrode. 

[0090] Deposition of ternary ruthenium compounds is also 
possible. For example, SrRuO3, Which is suitable electrode 
material, is groWn by ALD by applying alternate source 
chemical pulses of a Sr compound, Ru compound and oxygen 
compound. 
[0091] According to one embodiment described herein, 
0504 is prepared in situ With a highly reactive oxygen com 
pound from loW volatility Os metal or osmium oxides such as 
OsO2. OsO4 requires careful handling due to its high toxicity 
and volatility (vapour pressure is 760 torr at 130° C.). A 
loW-volatility Os source is placed in a Zone in front of the 
substrate space. The source is heated to about l30-l50° C. 
Then, e.g., oZone is pulsed over Os. 

[0092] Surplus O3 gas is decomposed into O2 before the 
reaction chamber to protect the OsO2 layer that is groWing on 
the substrate surface. O3 is easily decomposed by heating or 
With molecular sieves such as Zeolites. 

[0093] When depositing silver and gold oxides by ALD, 
special attention has to paid to the selection of groWth tem 
peratures, since Ag2O decomposes into Ag and O2 at tem 
peratures above 230° C. and Au2O3 decomposes into Au and 
O2 at temperatures above 160° C. Therefore, the deposition 
temperature of silver oxide is preferably kept beloW 230° C. 
and the deposition temperature of gold oxide is preferably 
beloW 160° C. 

The Source Chemicals 

[0094] The ALD source chemicals must have suf?cient 
volatility at the source temperature. The vapor pressure of the 
source chemical should be at least about 0.02 mbar at the 
source temperature to enable reasonably short pulse times for 
saturating the substrate surfaces. The metal source chemicals 
must be thermally stable at the deposition temperature to 
prevent particle formation in the gas-phase of the reaction 
chamber. 

[0095] Suitable metal source compounds are sold, for 
example, by Strem Chemicals, Inc. (7 Mulliken Way, Dexter 
Industrial Park, NeWburyport, Mass., USA) and Tri Chemical 
Laboratory, Inc. (969 Helena Drive, Sunnyvale, Calif., USA). 
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[0096] Low oxidation state rhenium oxide can be grown by 
ALD for example from following rhenium compounds: rhe 
nium(Vll)oxide (Re2O7), rhenium pentacarbonyl chloride 
(Rercmscl). 
[0097] methyltrioxorhenium(Vll) (CH3ReO3), cyclopen 

tadienylrhenium tricarbonyl ((C5H5)Re(CO)3), pentam 
ethylcyclopentadienylrhenium tricarbonyl ([(CH3)5C5]Re 
(CO)3), and i-propylcyclopentadienylrhenium tricarbonyl 
((C3H7)C5H4Re(CO)3) 

[0098] Low oxidation state ruthenium oxide can be grown 
by ALD for example from following ruthenium compounds: 
[0099] ruthenium(Vlll)oxide (RuO4), bis(cyclopentadi 

enyl)ruthenium ((C5H5)2Ru), bis(pentamethylcyclopenta 
dienyl)ruthenium ([(CH3)5C5]2Ru), cyclopentadienylru 
thenium dicarbonyl ((C5H5)2Ru(CO)2), bis(2,2,6,6 
tetramethyl -3 ,5 -heptanedionato) (1 ,5 -cyclooctadiene) 
ruthenium(ll) (C1lHl9O2)2(C8Hl2)Ru, tris 
(dipivaloylmethanato)ruthenium i.e. tris(2,2,6,6 
tetramethyl-3,5-heptanedionato)ruthenium (Ru(DPM)3 or 
Ru(thd)3), anhydrous rutheniumnitrate (Ru(NO3)3), and 
anhydrous ruthenium (Ill) nitrosyl nitrate (Ru(NO)(NO3) 
3) 

[0100] Low oxidation state osmium oxide is preferably 
grown by ALD for example from following osmium com 
pounds: 
[0101] bis(cyclopentadienyl)osmium ((C5H5)2Os), bis 

(pentamethylcyclopentadienyl)osmium ([(CH3)5C5]2Os), 
and osmium(Vlll)oxide (OsO4). 

[0102] Cobalt oxide is preferably grown by ALD for 
example from following cobalt compounds: 
[0103] bis(cyclopentadienyl)cobalt(ll) ((C5H5)2Co), bis 

(methylcyclopentadienyl)cobalt(ll) ((CH3C5H4)2Co), bis 
(pentamethylcyclopentadienyl)cobalt(ll) ([(CH)3C5]2Co), 
cobalt tricarbonyl nitrosyl (Co(CO)3NO), cyclopentadi 
enylcobalt dicarbonyl C5H5Co(CO)2, cobalt(lll)acetylac 
etonate (Co(CH3COCHCOCH3)3), tris(2,2,6,6-tetram 
ethyl-3,5-heptanedionato)cobalt(lll) i.e. tris 
(dipivaloylmethanato)cobalt (Co(TMHD)3, or Co(DPM)3, 
or Co(thd)3, or Co(C11Hl9O2)3), and anhydrous cobalt 
nitrate (Co(NO3)3), the synthesis of which has been 
described by R. J. Logan et al. in J. Chem. Soc., Chem. 
Commun. (1968) 271. 

[0104] Rhodium oxide is preferably grown by ALD for 
example from following rhodium compounds: 
[0105] 2,4-pentanedionatorhodium(l)dicarbonyl (C5H7Rh 

(CO)2), tris(2,4-pentanedionato)rhodium rhodium(lll) 
acetylacetonate (Rh(C5H7O2)3), and tris(tri?uoro-2,4 
pentanedionato)rhodium. 

[0106] Iridium oxide is preferably grown by ALD for 
example from following iridium compounds: 
[0107] (methylcyclopentadienyl)(1,5-cyclooctadiene)iri 

dium(l) ([(CH3)C5H4](C8H12)lr) and trisallyliridium 
((C3H5)3Ir) 

[0108] Nickel oxide is preferably grown by ALD for 
example from following nickel compounds: 
[0109] nickel carbonyl (N i(CO)4), bis(2,2,6,6-tetramethyl 

3,5-heptanedionato)nickel(ll) (Ni(DPM)2, or Ni(thd)2, or 
Ni(CllH19O2)2), nickel(ll)acetylacetonate, also known as 
bis(2,4-pentanedionato)nickel(ll), nickel(ll)tri?uoro 
acetylacetonate, nickel(Il)hexa?uoroacetylacetonate (Ni 
(CF3COCHCOCF3)2), nickel(ll)dimethylglyoxime (Ni 
(HC4H6N2O2)2), and tetrakis(tri?uorophosphine)nickel 
(0) (Ni(PF3)4) 
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[0110] Palladium oxide is preferably grown by ALD for 
example from following palladium compounds: Pd(thd)2 and 
bis(1 , 1 , 1 ,5 ,5 ,5 -hexa?uoro -2,4-pentanedionato)palladium 
(Pd(CF3COCHCOCF3)2). 
[0111] Platinum oxide is preferably grown by ALD for 
example from following platinum compounds: 
[0112] platinum(ll)hexa?uoroacetylacetonate (Pt 
(CF3COCHCOCF3)2), (trimethyl)methylcyclopentadi 
enylplatinum(lV) ((CH3)3(CH3C5H4)Pt), and allylcyclo 
pentadienylplatinum ((C3H5)(C5H5)Pt) 

[0113] Copper oxide is preferably grown by ALD for 
example from the following copper compounds and their 
derivatives : 

[0114] CuCl, CuBr, Cul, bis(6,6,7,7,8,8,8-hepta?uoro-2,2 
dimethyl-3,5-octanedionato)copper(ll) (Cu(FOD)2), bis 
(2 ,2 , 6 , 6 -tetramethyl-3 ,5 -heptanedionato)copper(ll) (Cu 
(TMHD)2, or Cu(DPM)2, or Cu(thd)2), copper(ll) 
acetylacetonate (Cu(CH3COCHCOCH3)2), also known as 
Cu(acac)2, derivatives of Cu(acac)2 such as alkyl deriva 
tives of Cu(acac)2, copper(ll)tri?uoroacetylacetonate (Cu 
(CF3COCHCOCH3)2), copper(ll)hexa?uoroacetylaceto 
nate (Cu(CF3COCHCOCF3)2), 
hexa?uoroacetylacetonatocopper(l)trimethylphosphine 
adduct (Cu(CF3COCHCOCF3)P(CH3)3), copper(ll)di 
alkylaminoalkoxides such as copper(ll)dimethylaminoet 
hoxide, cyclopentadienylcopper(l)triethylphosphine 
((C5H5)Cu:P(C2H5)3), ethylcyclopentadienylcopper 
triphenylphosphine adduct ((C2H5C5H4)Cu:P(C6H5)3), 
hexa?uoroacetylacetonatocopper(l)triethylphosphine 
adduct ((C5HF6O2)Cu:P(C2H5)3), hexa?uoroacetylaceto 
natocopper(l)2-butyne adduct ((C5HF6O2)Cu: 
CH3 CECCH3), hexa?uoroacetylacetonatocopper(l)1,5 - 
cyclooctadiene adduct ((C5HF6O2)Cu:C8H12), 
hexa?uoropentanedionatocopper(l)vinyltrimethylsilane 
adduct, and anhydrous copper nitrate (Cu(NO3)2), the syn 
thesis of which has been described by C. C. Addison et al. 
(J. Chem. Soc. (1958) pp. 3099-3106). 

[0115] Silver oxide is preferably grown by ALD for 
example from hexa?uoroacetylacetonatosilver trimeth 
ylphosphine adduct ((C5HF6O2)Ag:P(CH3)3). 
[0116] Gold oxide is preferably grown byALD for example 
from following gold compounds: 
[0117] gold(lll)?uoride AuF3, dimethyl(acetylacetonato) 

gold(lll) ((CH3)2(C5H7O2)Au), and dimethylhexa?uoro 
acetylacetonatogold ((CH3)2Au(C5HF6O2)). 

[0118] The oxygen source material used in the method of 
certain embodiments is selected from a group of volatile or 
gaseous compounds that contain oxygen and are capable of 
reacting with an adsorbed metal compound on the substrate 
surface, at the deposition conditions, resulting in growth of 
metal oxide thin ?lm on the substrate surface. 
[0119] It is to be noted that Re, Ru and Os form highly 
volatile oxides when reacting with strong oxidiZing agents. It 
is therefore necessary to exclude strong oxidiZing agents 
from the vicinity of the substrate when growing lower oxida 
tion state oxides of Re, Ru and Os. 
[0120] In the production of a metal oxide thin ?lm on a 
wafer the oxygen source chemical is selected for example 
from a group consisting of water (H2O), hydrogen peroxide 
(HZOZ), oxygen (O2), oZone (O3), singlet oxygen 102, and 
oxygen compounds with unpaired electrons, as well as oxy 
gen radicals and OH radicals. 
[0121] A special group of oxygen source chemicals can be 
used when the metal source chemical is an anhydrous metal 
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nitrate. This group of oxygen chemicals consists of an aque 
ous solution of ammonia (N H3 *H2O or NH4OH), an aqueous 
solution of hydroxylamine (NH2OH*H2O), and an aqueous 
solution of hydrazine (N2H4*H2O). 
[0122] Mixtures of at least tWo oxygen source chemicals 
can also be used for metal oxide deposition. Especially in case 
of oZone, the substrate surface may remain too “dry” (i.e. the 
surface contains too feW iOH groups) and the number of 
active surface sites (especially ‘OH groups) Will drop beloW 
an optimum value. By adding certain amount of Water vapor 
to the oZone pulse, the number of ‘OH groups on the surface 
can be increased and the groWth rate of the metal oxide thin 
?lm can be improved. Also Water vapor can be pulsed after the 
03 pulse to achieve the same result as With the Water-ozone 
pulse. 

Reduction Process 

[0123] According to certain embodiments described 
herein, the metal oxide thin ?lm that is to be reduced into a 
metal thin ?lm consists essentially of a metal oxide or a 
mixture of metal oxides. The method of reducing the metal 
oxide layer plays a very important role in certain embodi 
ments described herein. The metal oxide is reduced in certain 
embodiments by means of volatile organic reducing agents, 
such as organic compounds that contain at least one iOH, 
iCHO and/or 4COOH functional group or gaseous mix 
tures of said organic compounds. Surprisingly, good adhesion 
of the reduced metal oxide thin ?lm is preserved When the 
above mentioned organic reducing agents are used. In com 
parison, the use of very strong reducing agents, such as hydro 
gen plasma, causes damage to the underlying ?lms and may 
result in harmful hydride incorporation in the ?lm at higher 
temperatures and variable adhesion betWeen ?lms. In other 
embodiments, the reducing agent comprises an electric cur 
rent applied to the metal oxide thin ?lm. 

Chemical Reducing Agents 

[0124] In certain embodiments, the conversion step is pref 
erably done With a reducing agent capable of forming a stron 
ger bond to the oxygen of the metal oxide layer than the metal 
in the said oxide layer. In certain embodiments, the reduction 
can be performed by introducing the reducing agent into the 
electrochemical deposition (ECD) tool as is used for subse 
quent metal deposition. In addition, the chemical reducing 
agent can be used in the ECD tool, especially in electroless 
plating tools. In certain other embodiments, the reducing 
agent is in gaseous form. The gaseous reducing agent is 
capable of taking aWay the oxygen that Was bound to the 
metal oxide and thus an elemental metal is left on the sub 
strate surface. For example, primary alcohols react into alde 
hydes and a Water molecule is released as a byproduct. Alde 
hydes take one oxygen atom and react into carboxylic acids, 
Without the formation of a Water molecule. 

[0125] According to one embodiment described herein, 
reducing agents that comprise relatively bulky molecules (al 
cohols, aldehydes and carboxylic acids) are used. Bulky 
source chemical molecules do not easily diffuse inside the 
metal oxide ?lm. Thus the reduction reaction takes place only 
at the surface of the metal oxide layer. During the reduction 
process, oxygen ions diffuse toWards the surface Where oxy 
gen is depleted by the reducing chemicals. Gaseous by-prod 
ucts are thus not formed inside the ?lm, but only on the 

Jun. 19, 2008 

surface. The structural integrity of the forming metal ?lm is 
thereby preserved and the formation of pinholes on the ?lm 
Will be avoided. 

[0126] The reduction process of such embodiments is pref 
erably carried out in a reaction space that enables controlled 
temperature, pressure and gas ?oW conditions. The organic 
reducing agent is preferably vaporiZed and fed to the reaction 
space, optionally With the aid of an inert carrier gas, such as 
nitrogen. The reducing agent is contacted With the substrate, 
Whereby the metal oxide layer is reduced at least partly to 
metal and the reducing agent is oxidiZed. Typically, the reac 
tion space is then purged With an inert carrier gas to remove 
the unreacted organic reducing agent and reaction products. 
[0127] The reduction process according to certain embodi 
ments is preferably carried out at loW temperatures. Theoreti 
cally, the reactions betWeen oxide(s) and the reducing agents 
used in the process of certain embodiments are favorable in a 
Wide temperature range, even as loW as room temperature. 
Kinetic factors and the diffusion rate of oxygen to the thin ?lm 
surface set a loWer limit on the actual process temperatures 
that can be applied successfully. The temperature in the reac 
tion space is preferably in the range of 200° C. to 400° C., 
more preferably 300° C. to 400° C. and even more preferably 
310° C. to 390° C. It is to be noted that in case of very thin 
metal oxide ?lms, the reduction temperature can be even 
loWer than 250° C. If the deposition and reduction tempera 
ture are very loW, thus causing a sloW reduction reaction or 
sloW diffusion of oxygen through the metal oxide layer, the 
deposition of the metal ?lm can be divided into at least tWo 
parts to speed up the total processing time. One layer of the 
metal oxide, preferably comprising more than one mono 
layer, is deposited by ALD, then reduced into a metal layer, 
another layer, preferably comprising more than one mono 
layer of the metal oxide, is deposited by ALD, then reduced 
into a metal layer, et cetera, until a metal ?lm of desired 
thickness is obtained. 

[0128] In case of electrochemical reduction, the reduction 
temperature is preferably betWeen about 0° C. and about 100° 
C., more preferably betWeen about 20° C. and about 80° C. 
and most preferably betWeen about 50° C. and about 60° C. 

[0129] The pressure in the reaction space is preferably 0.01 
to 20 mbar, more preferably 1 to 10 mbar. 

[0130] The processing time varies according to the thick 
ness of the layer to be reduced. A layer of copper oxide having 
a thickness up to 300-400 nm can be reduced in approxi 
mately 3 to 5 minutes. For layers having a thickness of 
approximately 01-10 nm, the processing time is in the order 
of seconds. Preferably the layer to be reduced has a thickness 
of at least 0.6 nm. 

[0131] The organic compounds used in the reduction 
according to certain embodiments described herein prefer 
ably have at least one functional group selected from the 
group consisting of alcohol (40H), aldehyde (iCHO), and 
carboxylic acid (iCOOH). 
[0132] Suitable reducing agents containing at least one 
alcohol group are preferably selected from the group consist 
ing of: 

[0133] primary alcohols Which have an ‘OH group 
attached to a CH3 group (CH3OH) or to a carbon atom 
Which is bonded to one other carbon atom, in particular 
primary alcohols according to the general formula (I) 
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wherein R1 is a linear or branched Cl- C20 alkyl or 
alkenyl group, preferably methyl, ethyl, propyl, butyl, 
pentyl or hexyl, examples of preferred primary alcohols 
being methanol (CH3OH), ethanol (CH3CH2OH), pro 
panol (CH3CH2CH2OH), butanol 
(CH3CH2CH2CH2OH), 2-methyl propanol ((CH3) 
2CHCHZOH) and 2-methyl butanol (CH3CH2CH(CH3) 
CHZOH), 

[0134] secondary alcohols Which have an iOH group 
attached to a carbon atom Which is bonded to tWo other 
carbon atoms, in particular secondary alcohols accord 
ing to formula (II) 

(11) 
OH 

Wherein each R1 is selected independently from the 
group of linear or branched Cl-C2O alkyl and alkenyl 
groups, preferably methyl, ethyl, propyl, butyl, pentyl 
and hexyl, examples of suitable secondary alcohols 
being 2-propanol ((CH3)2CHOH) and 2-butanol 
(CH3CH(OH)CH2CH3), 

[0135] tertiary alcohols Which have an iOH group 
attached to a carbon atom Which is bonded to three other 
carbon atoms, inparticular tertiary alcohols according to 
the general formula (III) 

(III) 
on 

R1—c— R1 

Wherein each R1 is selected independently from the 
group of linear or branched Cl-C2O alkyl and alkenyl 
groups, preferably methyl, ethyl, propyl, butyl, pentyl 
and hexyl, an example of suitable tertiary alcohol being 
tert-butanol ((CH3)3COH), 

[0136] polyhydroxy alcohols, such as diols and triols, 
Which can have primary, secondary and/ or tertiary alco 
hol groups as presented above, for example ethylene 
glycol (HOCZCHZOH) and glycerol (HOCH2CH(OH) 
CHZOH), 

[0137] cyclic alcohols Which have an ‘OH group 
attached to at least one carbon atom Which is part of a 
ring of 1-10, typically 5-6 carbon atoms, 

[0138] aromatic alcohols having at least one ‘OH 
group attached either to the benZene ring or to a carbon 
atom in a side-chain, such as benZyl alcohol 
(C6H5CH2OH), o-, p- and m-cresol and resorcinol, 

[0139] halogenated alcohols, preferably having the gen 
eral formula (IV) 

CHnXHiR24OH (IV) 

Wherein X is F, Cl, Br or I, preferably F or C1, 
[0140] n is an integer from 0 to 2, and 

[0141] R2 is selected from the group of linear or 
branched C l- C2O alkylene and alkenylene groups, 
preferably methylene, ethylene, trimethylene, tet 
ramethylene, pentamethylene and hexamethylene, 
and in particular methylene and ethylene, 
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[0142] an example of a suitable compound is 2,2,2-trif 
luoroethanol (CF3CH2OH), and 

[0143] other derivatives of alcohols, for example amines, 
such as methyl ethanolamine (CH3NHCH2CH2OH). 

[0144] Suitable reducing agents containing at least one 
‘CHO group are preferably selected from the group consist 
ing of 

[0145] 
R34CHO (v) 

compounds having the general formula (V) 

Wherein R3 is hydrogen or linear or branched Cl-C2O 
alkyl or alkenyl group, preferably methyl, ethyl, propyl, 
butyl pentyl or hexyl, in particular methyl or ethyl, 
examples of suitable compounds according to formula 
(V) are formaldehyde (HCHO), asetaldehyde 
(CH3CHO) and butyraldehyde (CH3CH2CH2HO), 

[0146] alkanedial compounds having the general for 
mula (VI) 
OHCiR44CHO (v1) 

Wherein R4 is a linear or branched Cl-C2O saturated or 
unsaturated hydrocarbon, but it is also possible that R4 is 
Zero, i.e., the aldehyde groups are bonded to each other, 

[0147] halogenated aldehydes, and 
[0148] other derivatives of aldehydes. 

[0149] Suitable reducing agents containing at least one 
4COOH group are preferably selected from the group con 
sisting of 

[0150] 
R54COOH (v11) 

compounds having the general formula (VII) 

Wherein R5 is hydrogen or linear or branched Cl-C2O 
alkyl or alkenyl group, preferably methyl, ethyl, propyl, 
butyl, pentyl or hexyl, in particular methyl or ethyl, 
examples of suitable compounds according to formula 
(VI) being formic acid (HCOOH) and acetic acid 
(CH3COOH), 

[0151] polycarboxylic acids, 
[0152] halogenated carboxylic acids, and 
[0153] other derivatives of carboxylic acids. 

[0154] Reactors used for deposition of thin ?lms by ALD 
and/or CVD are preferably used in the methods of certain 
embodiments described herein. HoWever, the deposition of 
the metal oxide thin ?lm and the reduction step in embodi 
ments using chemical reduction agents are preferably carried 
out sequentially in one reactor. The reduction process can also 
be done in a cluster tool Where the substrate arrives from a 
previous process step, the substrate is treated With the reduc 
ing agent and ?nally transported to the folloWing process 
step. In a cluster tool the reaction space temperature can be 
kept constant, Which improves the throughput When com 
pared to a reactor Which is heated to the process temperature 
before each run. 

Electric Current as Reducing Agent 

[0155] In certain embodiments, the deposited metal oxide 
thin ?lm is reduced by exposing it to an electric current. In 
certain such embodiments, the electric current is generated by 
placing the substrate in an electrochemical deposition (ECD) 
or electrochemical mechanical deposition (ECMD) tool, such 
as the NuTool 2000TM tool available from NuTool, Milpitas, 
Calif., USA. Reduction of the metal oxide thin ?lm to a metal 
thin ?lm can create a seed layer for subsequent layer forma 
tion using electrochemical deposition or electroless deposi 
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tion. In certain embodiments, the reduction can be performed 
in the same ECD tool as is used for subsequent metal depo 
sition. 

[0156] In an exemplary embodiment, a conformal copper 
oxide (CuO) ?lm is deposited by ALD on a barrier ?lm. 
Suitable barrier ?lms for copper include, but are not limited 
to, TiN, TaN and WNC. The CuO ?lm has a thickness pref 
erably at least 0.6 nanometers, more preferably betWeen 
approximately 1 nanometer and approximately 20 nanom 
eters, and most preferably betWeen approximately 1 nanom 
eter and approximately 3 nanometers. 

[0157] Electric current can be used as the reducing agent 
for the CuO ?lm by using the following reactions: 

These reactions can be used to normally reduce native CuO in 
ECD tools, and can also be used to reduce theALD-generated 
CuO ?lm Which is deposited on a conductive barrier ?lm 
layer. The resultant Cu ?lm can then be used as a seed layer in 
an ECD tool for subsequent metal layer formation. In certain 
embodiments, the seed layer has a resistivity of preferably 
betWeen about 1 uQ-cm and about 30 uQ-cm, more prefer 
ably betWeen about 1.67 uQ-cm and about 10 uQ-cm, and 
most preferably betWeen about 1.7 uQ-cm and about 3 [1.9 
cm. Resulting structures can be used in microchip metalliZa 
tion such as single and dual damascene processes. 

[0158] In certain embodiments, the electrolyte solution 
preferably comprises Water-soluble metal hydroxide such as 
alkali metal hydroxide, eg sodium hydroxide, dissolved in 
puri?ed Water. Metal hydroxide increases the pH of the solu 
tion so that copper oxide does not dissolve from the surface 
into the solution. Hydroxyl ions act as charge and oxygen 
carriers in the solution. In certain embodiments, the electric 
current is applied at temperatures preferably betWeen about 
0° C. and about 100° C., more preferably betWeen about 20° 
C. and about 80° C., and most preferably betWeen about 50° 
C. and about 60° C. In certain embodiments, the electric 
current is applied for a time period of preferably betWeen 
about 1 second and about 3600 seconds, more preferably 
betWeen about 30 seconds and about 1000 seconds. 

[0159] Preferably, the subsequent metal layer formation is 
performed using the same ECD tool as is used for reducing 
the CuO ?lm. An exemplary ECD tool comprises tWo or more 
ECD modules so that one ECD module contains alkaline 
solution for the copper oxide reduction and one ECD module 
contains acidic solution for the copper metal deposition. An 
example of such a tool is LuminaCuTM system available from 
NuTool, Milpitas, Calif., USA. In addition, prior to the for 
mation of the subsequent metal layer using ECD, the resulting 
Cu seed layer can be repaired using knoWn seed repair tech 
nologies, such as electroless deposition processes (see, e.g., 
Peter Singer, “Progress in Copper: A LookAhead,” Semicon 
ductor International, May 1, 2002, the disclosure of Which is 
incorporated in its entirety by reference herein). The basics of 
electroless deposition, also knoWn as electroless plating, have 
been presented by G. Mallory and J. Hadju in “Electroless 
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Plating: Fundamentals and Applications”, Noyes Publica 
tions, 1990, Which is also included in its entirety by reference 
herein. 
[0160] Using the same ECD tool to reduce the ALD-gen 
erated metal oxide ?lms into seed metal ?lms and to form the 
subsequent metal layers avoids the necessity of an additional 
gas-phase reduction module, thereby saving time and money. 
ECD tools have small footprints, so using ECD tools for 
reduction also saves ?oor space in the clean room for more 
ALD modules for forming the barrier layers and CuO layers 
in the same metalliZation cluster. 
[0161] Nickel oxide (NiO), silver oxide (AgO), cobalt 
oxide (CoO) and ruthenium oxide (RuO2) serve as examples 
of other metal oxides With Which ECD can be used. 
[0162] A surprising ?nding related to certain embodiments 
described herein is that the ?lm has very good adhesion to the 
substrate, even after a reduction step. The structural integrity 
of the metal ?lm is preserved and the formation of pinholes in 
the ?lm is avoided. While the exact nature of the interface 
betWeen the metal ?lm and the substrate is unclear, it is 
obvious that the interface is much stronger than in the case of 
direct deposition of metal ?lms by ALD. 
[0163] ALD-grown metal oxides are denser than PVD- or 
CVD-groWn metal oxides. It Would be logical to assume that 
it is dif?cult to apply any electrochemical reduction or depo 
sition processes on surfaces that have dense structure and 
poor electrical conductivity. A surprising ?nding related to 
certain embodiments described herein is that the electro 
chemical reduction process could successfully be applied to 
the reduction of dense ALD-grown metal oxides that are poor 
electrical conductors before the reduction process. 

EXAMPLES 

Example 1 

ALD of Copper Oxide, Method I 

[0164] The deposition Was carried out in an F-200 
ALCVDTM reactor manufactured by ASM Microchemistry 
Oy, Finland. Cu(thd)2 Was loaded into an external source 
container and heated to 180° C. The How of the 03/02 mixture 
Was set to 120 std~cm3/min. There Was about 15% of O3 in O2. 
A 200 mm silicon Wafer Was loaded through a load lock into 
the reaction chamber of the reactor. The pressure of the reac 
tion chamber Was adjusted to about 5-10 mbar With a vacuum 
pump and ?oWing nitrogen gas. The reaction chamber Was 
then heated to 210° C. One pulsing cycle consisted of 0.5 s 
Cu(thd)2 pulse, 1.0 s N2 purge, 0.5 s O3 pulse and 1.0 s N2 
purge. The pulsing cycle Was repeated 3000 times. The thin 
?lm groWn on the Wafer had a broWnish gray color, high 
resistivity and excellent adhesion. The thin ?lm consisted of 
CuO, Which Was treated With an organic reducing agent to 
create a metallic copper metal ?lm on the Wafer. The reduced 
thin ?lm had good conductivity and shoWed excellent adhe 
sion to the substrate. 

Example 2 

ALD of Copper Oxide, Method II 

[0165] The deposition of copper oxide Was carried out 
according to Example 1, With CuCl used as the copper source 
chemical. Pieces of silicon substrates With and Without a TiN 
coating Were loaded into the reaction chamber of the reactor. 
CuCl Was loaded into a source tube and the reactor Was 

evacuated. The pressure of the reaction chamber Was adjusted 
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to about 3-10 mbar With a vacuum pump and ?owing N2 gas. 
The reaction chamber Was heated to 380° C. and CuCl to 
about 360° C. Copper oxide greW in a controlled manner and 
With excellent adhesion to both of the substrates and had the 
same performance as the CuO ?lm obtained in Example 1. 

Example 3 

ALD of Copper Oxide, Method 111 

[0166] Surprisingly, it Was found that copper oxide (Cu2O) 
can be groWn by ALD using anhydrous copper nitrate 
Cu(NO3)2 and an aqueous solution of NH3 as source chemi 
cals. It turned out that dry gaseous ammonia does not form 
Cu2O With anhydrous copper nitrate. 
[0167] Cu(NO3)2 Was synthesiZed according to the instruc 
tions ofC. C. Addison et al. (J. Chem. Soc. (1958) pp. 3099 
3106). Wet NH3 vapour Was formed by evaporating aqueous 
solution of NH3 at room temperature from an external source 
bottle. The temperature of the Cu(NO3)2 source tube Was set 
to 120° C. Silicon and TiN-coated silicon Were used as sub 
strates. The substrate temperature Was about 150° C. Higher 
substrate temperatures Were also tested. However, it Was 
found that it is dif?cult to control the ?lm uniformity at higher 
groWth temperatures, possibly because of the thermal decom 
position of copper nitrate in gas phase. 
[0168] One pulsing cycle consisted of four steps, in the 
folloWing order: Cu(NO3)2 pulse (1.0 s), N2 purge (2.0 s), 
NH3 *H2O pulse (2.0 s), N2 purge (2.0 s). 
[0169] The thin ?lm groWn at 150° C. on the substrate had 
a groWth rate of 0.2 A/cycle and according to EDS measure 
ments consisted of Cu2O. 

Example 4 

ALD of Copper Oxide, Method IV 

[0170] The deposition Was carried out in an Pulsar® 2000 
ALCVDTM reactor manufactured by ASM America, Inc., 
USA. Cu(acac)2 Was loaded into an external source container 
and heated to a temperature that Was selected from a range of 
130-180° C. The How rate of the 03/02 mixture Was pro 
grammed to 200 std~cm3/min (sccm). There Was about 15% of 
O3 in O2. A 200-mm silicon Wafer Was loaded through a load 
lock into the reaction chamber of the reactor. The pressure of 
the reaction chamber Was adjusted to about 5-10 mbar With a 
vacuum pump and ?oWing nitrogen gas. The reaction cham 
ber Was then heated to a temperature that Was selected from a 
range of 135-1 900 C., preferably to 135° C. One pulsing cycle 
consisted of 0.5 s Cu(acac)2 pulse, 1.0 s N2 purge, 1.0 s O3 
pulse and 1.0 s N2 purge. The pulsing cycle Was repeated 1000 
times. The thin ?lm groWn on the Wafer had a broWnish gray 
color, high resistivity and excellent adhesion. The thin ?lm 
consisted of CuO, Which Was treated With an organic reducing 
agent ethanol to create a metallic copper metal ?lm on the 
Wafer. The reduced thin ?lm had good conductivity and 
shoWed excellent adhesion to the substrate. 

Example 5 

ALD of Cobalt Oxide 

[0171] Co(thd)3 and O3 Were used as source chemicals for 
the cobalt oxide deposition. Co(thd)3 Was heated to 110° C. 
O3 Was prepared from 99.9999% O2 With an external oZone 
generator. The resulting oxygen source gas mixture consisted 
of 10-20 vol.-% O3 in O2. Nitrogen, evaporated from liquid 
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nitrogen, Was used as an inert purging gas. Co(thd)3 pulse 
length varied from 1.5 s to 2.0 s, While O3 pulse (?oW rate 100 
std~cm3/min) length varied from 2.0 s to 4.0 s. Silicon Was 
used as the substrate material. Substrate temperatures 
betWeen 150° C. and 350° C. Were tested. One pulsing cycle 
consisted of four sequential steps: Co(thd)3 pulse, N2 purge, 
O3 pulse, N2 purge. 
[0172] The higher deposition temperature tested resulted in 
uncontrolled ?lm groWth, as Co(thd)3 decomposed thermally 
thus producing a poor thickness pro?le for the thin ?lm. At the 
loWer substrate temperatures, a controlled groWth rate of the 
thin ?lm (0.3 A/cycle) and good adhesion Were obtained. A 
total of 2000 pulsing cycles resulted in a 64 nm thick cobalt 
oxide layer. According to Energy Dispersive X-ray Spectros 
copy (EDS) measurements the thin ?lms consisted of C00. 

Example 6 

ALD of Palladium Oxide 

[0173] Substrates With Si, TiN, WN, W3C and SiO2 sur 
faces Were loaded into an F-120 ALCVDTM reactor manufac 

tured by ASM Microchemistry Ltd., Finland. Pd(thd)3 Was 
loaded to a solid source tube of the reactor. The reactor Was 

pumped to vacuum. The pres sure of the reaction chamber Was 
adjusted to about 5-10 mbar With ?oWing nitrogen gas While 
the pumping of the reactor continued. The Pd(thd)3 Was 
heated to 110° C. and the reaction chamber to 150° C. 

[0174] One pulsing cycle consisted of four steps in the 
folloWing order: Pd(thd)3 pulse (2.0 s), N2 purge (1.0 s), O3 
pulse (4.0 s), N2 purge (2.0 s). 
[0175] The groWth rate of palladium oxide from Pd(thd)3 
and O3 Was 0.15 A/cycle at 150° C. According to EDS the ?lm 
consisted of palladium oxide. The ?lm greW on Si, TiN, WN, 
W3C and SiO2 surfaces and shoWed good adhesion. 

Example 7 

ALD of Ruthenium Oxide 

[0176] Ruthenium oxide Was groWn from alternate pulses 
of bis(ethylcyclopentadienyl)ruthenium (EtCp)2Ru and 
Water. The (EtCp)2Ru source container Was heated to about 
90-95° C. Evaporated (EtCp)2Ru Was introduced into the 
reaction chamber, Which Was heated close to 200° C., and 
contacted With the substrate surface for 1.0 s. The reaction 
chamber Was purged With inert nitrogen gas for 0.5 s to 
remove residual (EtCp)2Ru from the gas phase. After that, 
Water vapor, Which Was evaporated from an external source 
bottle, Was introduced into the reaction chamber and con 
tacted for 2.0 s With the substrate surface, Where H2O mol 
ecules reacted With adsorbed Ru compound molecules. Then 
the reaction chamber Was purged With inert nitrogen gas to 
remove residual H20 and reaction by-products. The set of 
pulses Was repeated until a ruthenium oxide thin ?lm With the 
desired thickness Was groWn on the substrate. Optionally 
some amount of oxygen gas may be added to the H20 How to 
control the oxidation state of Ru. Relatively mild oxidiZing 
agents Were used. Strong oxidiZing agents, eg oZone, have a 
tendency to oxidiZe part of the adsorbed ruthenium into its 
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maximum oxidation state +8 and the resulting RuO4 is highly 
volatile and thus the growth of RuO2 is disturbed because of 
desorbing RuO4. 

Example 8 

Reduction of Copper Oxide Using Chemical Reduc 
ing Agent 

[0177] Oxidized ECD copper oxide samples covered With 
around 350 nm of a copper oxide layer Were reduced in an 
ALD reactor. Several organic compounds Were tested as 
reducing agents. Resistance of non-oxidiZed ECD copper 
samples, oxidiZed ECD samples and reduced ECD copper 
oxide samples Were measured. ECD copper metal samples 
consisted of pure metal deposited on silicon substrate. 
[0178] Nitrogen gas (N2) of a purity of 99.9999% Was used 
as a carrier gas for the reducing agents. Tested reducing agent 
Were MeOH (methanol), EtOH (ethanol), 2-PrOH (isopro 
panol), tert-BuOH (tert-butanol), PrCHO (butyraldehyde), 
Me2CO (acetone), HCOOH (formic acid), CH3COOH (ace 
tic acid), and H2 (hydrogen, for a comparison). 
[0179] The effect of different reducing temperatures is 
shoWn in FIG. 4, Where the number after the reducing agent is 
the reduction temperature in degree C. Also, different reac 
tion times Were tested. The reaction time in minutes is given 
in parenthesis. 
[0180] In FIG. 4 ECD-1 and ECD-2 stands for pure ECD 
copper metals Without any additional treatments. O-ECD-l 
and O-ECD-2 indicates samples that have a copper oxide 
coating (about 350 nm). The resistance values in R (ohm) 
measured from the samples after the reduction step are aver 
ages of 10 measurements. 

Example 9 

Reduction of Copper Oxide Using an Electric Cur 
rent as a Reducing Agent and Integration of the 
Method to the Preceding and Subsequent Process 

Steps 

[0181] FIG. 5 schematically illustrates a ?rst cluster tool 
100 in accordance With embodiments described herein. The 
substrate is cleaned (e.g., sputter-cleaned using nitrogen, 
ammonia, or argon plasma) in the ?rst reaction chamber 110 
of the cluster tool 100. The substrate is then moved to the 
second reaction chamber 120 of the cluster tool 100, in Which 
a diffusion barrier layer, for example tungsten nitride carbide 
(WNC), is deposited by ALD on the substrate. The thickness 
of WNC can be selected, e. g., from the range of 1-6 nm. Then 
the substrate is moved to the third reaction chamber 13 0 of the 
cluster tool 100 in Which copper oxide (CuO and/or Cu2O) is 
deposited by ALD on the diffusion barrier surface (e.g., 
WNC). The thickness of copper oxide can be selected, e.g., 
from a range of 0.6-10 nm. The ?rst cluster tool 100 further 
comprises a vacuum transport module 140 and one or more 
load locks 150 to transfer the substrate to and from the cluster 
tool 100. 
[0182] A barrier processing sequence is also possible in 
Which the diffusion barrier is deposited before sputter-clean 
ing of the vias. The bene?t of this type of processing sequence 
is that copper removed from the via bottom during the clean 
ing step cannot contaminate the via Walls because the side 
Walls are covered With the copper diffusion barrier as the Cu 
at the bottom of the via is cleaned by the directional etch. 
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[0183] After copper oxide deposition, a robot moves the 
substrate to a load lock and the substrate is exposed to clean 
room air. The substrate is then transported to the next pro 
cessing unit, e.g., a second cluster tool 200 or an ECD tool. 
Use of an ECD tool is preferable because such ECD tools are 
typically less costly than a CVD bulk copper cluster tool. 
[0184] FIG. 6 schematically illustrates a second cluster tool 
200 in accordance With embodiments described herein. The 
copper oxide ?lm on the substrate is reduced into copper 
metal With a Wet electrochemical process in the ?rst module 
210 of the second cluster tool 200. The substrate is placed to 
a solution that contains sodium hydroxide or other Water 
soluble metal hydroxide. The solution is preferably kept at 
+500 C.-+60o C. and inert gas (e.g., nitrogen) is bubbled 
through the solution to remove free oxygen gas from the 
solution. A bias voltage of 1.4 V is applied betWeen the 
substrate and the opposing electrode. As a result, deposited 
copper oxide on the substrate is reduced into copper metal and 
oxygen gas forms on the opposing electrode. In other embodi 
ments, copper oxide is reduced into copper metal by using 
hydrogen plasma or alcohol, aldehyde, or carboxylic acid. 
The copper surface can also be exposed to an iodine com 
pound (e.g., ethyl iodide) to activate the copper metal surface. 
The copper metal ?lm is used as a seed layer for subsequent 
bulk copper deposition using the electroplating process to ?ll 
vias and trenches. 
[0185] After rinsing the substrate to remove residual solu 
tion, the substrate is moved to the second module 220 of the 
second cluster tool 200. The copper seed layer is protected 
against re-oxidation during the transport from one module to 
another With an inert gas atmosphere in the vacuum transport 
module 230 that optionally may contain some reducing gas 
such as hydrogen, alcohol, or aldehyde. In the second module 
220, the substrate is placed in an electroplating solution that 
contains a Water-soluble copper compound, some acid to 
loWer the pH of the solution, and standard additives that are 
commonly used to improve the quality of the groWing copper 
?lm. A voltage is applied betWeen the substrate and an oppos 
ing electrode. Copper is deposited from the solution on the 
seed layer, and vias and trenches become ?lled With copper 
metal. The opposing electrode consists of pure copper that 
dissolves to the electroplating solution during the electroplat 
ing process. After the electroplating process, the substrate is 
rinsed to remove residual electroplating solution. The sub 
strate is then ready for chemical mechanical polishing 
(CMP). The second cluster tool 200 further comprises one or 
more load locks 240. 

[0186] According to still another embodiment of the 
present invention metal oxide is ?rst reduced With current in 
a bath into seed layer and then electroless plating is used for 
depositing metal on the seed layer. In case of electroless 
copper plating, the bath can for example consists of Water 
soluble copper compound (eg 12-16 g of copper sulfate/ 
liter), reducing agent (e.g. 10-12 g of formaldehyde/liter), 
chelating agent (e.g. 18-21 g of ethylene diamine tetraacetic 
acid EDTA/liter), complexant (e.g. 10-12 g of sodium potas 
sium tar‘trate/liter), stabiliZer (e.g. 2-mercaptobenZothiaZole) 
and alkali compound (eg 13-17 g of NaOH/ liter) for raising 
pH. Copper oxides do not dissolve in alkaline solutions, so it 
is possible to use the same bath for reducing metal oxide With 
current and for electroless plating. Thus, only one process 
module is needed for bulk copper ?ll. 
[0187] Various embodiments of the present invention have 
been described above. Although this invention has been 
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described With reference to these speci?c embodiments, the 
descriptions are intended to be illustrative of the invention 
and are not intended to be limiting. Various modi?cations and 
applications may occur to those skilled in the art Without 
departing from the true spirit and scope of the invention as 
de?ned in the appended claims. 
We claim: 
1. A method of depositing a noble metal oxide on a sub 

strate in a reaction chamber by a plurality of atomic layer 
deposition (ALD) cycles, each cycle comprising: 

contacting the substrate With a vapor-phase pulse of a ?rst 
noble metal source chemical, Wherein the ?rst source 
chemical adsorbs no more than one monolayer of a 

noble metal species on the substrate; 
purging the reaction chamber of excess ?rst source chemi 

cal; 
contacting the substrate With a vapor-phase pulse of a sec 

ond oxygen source chemical, Wherein the second source 
chemical oxidiZes the noble metal species on the sub 
strate into a noble metal oxide; and 

purging the reaction chamber of excess second source 
chemical. 

2. The method of claim 1, Wherein the second source 
chemical is selected from at least one of the group consisting 
of Water (H2O), hydrogen peroxide (H2O2), oZone (O3), oxy 
gen (OZ), singlet oxygen lO2, oxygen compounds With 
unpaired electrons, and oxygen and OH radicals. 

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising contacting 
the substrate With a vapor-phase pulse of a third oxygen 
source chemical. 

4. The method of claim 3, Wherein the substrate is simul 
taneously contacted With Water vapor (H20) and oZone (O3). 

5. The method of claim 1, Wherein the noble metal species 
is selected from the group consisting of Re, Ru, Os, Rh, lr, Ni, 
Pd, Pt, Ag, and Au. 

6. The method of claim 1, Wherein the metal oxide is 
selected from the group consisting of ReO2, Re2O5, ReO3, 
RuO2, OsO2, Rh2O3, RhO2, lrO2, PdO, PtO2, AgO, Ag2O, 
Au2O3. 

7. The method of claim 1, Wherein the ?rst source chemical 
comprises an anhydrous metal nitrate. 

8. The method of claim 7, Wherein the second source 
chemical is selected from NH3*H2O, NH4OH, 
NH2OH*H2O, and N2H4*H2O. 

9. The method of claim 1, Wherein the metal oxide thin ?lm 
is at least 0.6 nanometers thick. 

10. The method of claim 1, Wherein the metal oxide thin 
?lm has a thickness betWeen approximately 0.1 nanometer 
and approximately 10 nanometers. 

11. The method of claim 1, Wherein the metal oxide thin 
?lm has a thickness betWeen approximately 1 nanometer and 
approximately 20 nanometers. 

12. The method of claim 1, Wherein the metal oxide thin 
?lm has a thickness betWeen approximately 1 nanometer and 
approximately 3 nanometers. 

13. The method of claim 1, Wherein the metal oxide thin 
?lm has a resistivity of less than about 500 uQ-cm. 
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14. The method of claim 1, Wherein the metal oxide thin 
?lm has a resistivity of less than about 300 uQ-cm. 

15. The method of claim 1, Wherein the metal oxide thin 
?lm has a resistivity of less than about 100 uQ-cm. 

16. The method of claim 1, Wherein depositing comprises 
at least three ALD cycles. 

17. The method of claim 1, Wherein the metal oxide is used 
as an electrode. 

18. The method of claim 17, Wherein the electrode is part of 
a capacitor. 

19. The method of claim 17, Wherein the electrode is the 
gate electrode of a transistor. 

20. The method of claim 1, Wherein the metal oxide is 
deposited on a high-k layer. 

21. A method of depositing ruthenium oxide on a substrate 
in a reaction chamber by an atomic layer deposition process 
comprising: 

providing a pulse of a ruthenium halide into the reaction 
chamber; 

purging the reaction chamber of excess ruthenium halide; 
providing a pulse of a reducing agent into the reaction 

chamber; 
purging the reaction chamber of excess reducing agent; 
providing a pulse of an oxygen source into the reaction 

chamber; and 
purging the reaction chamber of excess oxygen source. 

22. The method of claim 21, Wherein the ruthenium oxide 
is selected from RuO2 and RuO4. 

23. The method of claim 22, Wherein the ruthenium oxide 
comprises a ternary ruthenium compound. 

24. The method of claim 22, Wherein the ruthenium oxide 
has a resistivity of about 35 uQ-cm. 

25. The method of claim 21, Wherein the ruthenium halide 
is chosen from a group consisting of RuF5 and RuF6. 

26. The method of claim 21, Wherein the reducing agent 
comprises at least one of alcohols, aldehydes, carboxylic 
acids, and hydrogen radicals. 

27. The method of claim 21, Wherein the oxygen source is 
chosen from a group consisting of Water (H2O), hydrogen 
peroxide (H2O2), oZone (O3), oxygen (O2), singlet oxygen 
lO2, oxygen compounds With unpaired electrons, and oxygen 
and OH radicals. 

28. A method of depositing SrRuO3 by ALD comprising: 
contacting a substrate With alternate vapor phase pulses of 

a Sr compound, a Ru compound and an oxygen com 
pound. 

29. The method of claim 28, Wherein the oxygen com 
pound is chosen from a group consisting of Water (H2O), 
hydrogen peroxide (H2O2), oZone (O3), oxygen (O2), singlet 
oxygen lO2, oxygen compounds With unpaired electrons, and 
oxygen and OH radicals. 

* * * * * 


