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(57) ABSTRACT 

A protective cover is provided for vehicle remote control 
device comprising a housing and a plurality of buttons on the 
surface of the housing Which can be pressed for activating 
predetermined vehicle functions. The protective cover com 
prises an inner plastic sheath for ?ttingly surrounding the 
housing, the inner plastic sheath being comprised a relatively 
soft and pliable plastic material and having an opening therein 
through Which the remote control device can be inserted. 
Further, an outer sheath substantially surrounds the inner 
plastic sheath. The outer sheath is comprised of a material 
selected for its ability to protect the remote control device. 
The outer sheath has an opening therein Which substantially 
corresponds to the opening in the innerplastic sheath, and has 
at least one WindoW therein, the WindoW being located on the 
outer sheath so that the buttons can be seen through the 
WindoW When the remote control device is inserted in the 
protective cover. 
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AUTOMOBILE REMOTE AND KEY COVER 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t of US. Provi 
sional Patent Application No. 60/872,087 ?led Dec. 1, 2006, 
Which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. 

FIELD AND BACKGROUND OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to automobile remotes 
and key covers. The invention may be considered automotive 
and fashion accessories. More speci?cally, the invention is a 
cover for device that transmits commands from the key held 
by an oWner to a vehicle associated With that key and initiates, 
amongst other things, the lock and unlock functions of the 
doors, the panic alarm. The device is typically mounted on the 
driver’s key ring and is sometimes knoWn as a “key fob” or car 
remote. It is a fashion driven protective cover that serves to 
shield the key and remote against normal damage, Wear and 
tear resulting from the use of the device, or inadvertent drop 
ping of the remote on the ground. 
[0003] The remote device conventionally comprises a 
small housing and a number of buttons on the housing Which 
may be pressed by the user to activate a particular function. 
For example, one button may unlock the doors of the vehicle 
While another Will lock the doors. These buttons and other 
visible features of these remotes are may often become Worn 
by use and constant handling. The graphic icons or text on the 
remote may become unrecogniZable from such Wear making 
it increasingly dif?cult for a user to ?nd the relevant button. 
[0004] The remote devices may often utiliZe a plastic loop 
or ring to attach to the key chain of the vehicle oWner. These 
plastic loops may be easily broken during the course of nor 
mal use thereby separating the remote device from the key 
chain and alloWing it to become easily lost or further dam 
aged. 
[0005] The remote devices are conventionally offered in 
one color: black. This may becomes an inherent problem 
When trying to quickly differentiate one set of vehicle keys 
from another such as in instances of valet parking, large ?eets 
such as rental cars, and group congregations. 
[0006] Furthermore, keys often are not easily located in a 
purse, locker, or in the home, gym, or Workplace. Relying 
solely on human memory to locate the vehicle keys have 
made evident a need for a duplicate system of easily locating 
the key ring. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] Accordingly, it is an aspect of the present invention 
to provide a protective cover Which can be customiZed and 
easily attached to the vehicle remote device. This cover may 
provide a unique and fashionable look for the individual’s 
keys, a form of protection against damage, and alloW the keys 
to be more easily located. 
[0008] The protective cover of the invention Will, in one 
form, consist of a custom molded plastic cover serving as an 
inner layer, and one textile or other material cover serving as 
an outer layer that may be offered in various forms and con 
?gurations for fashion appeal. 
[0009] The folloWing versions of a protective cover are 
Within the scope of the invention, and are offered as examples 
only of the scope and range of the invention: separate key fob 

Jun. 19, 2008 

(key not incorporated); ?xed key protruding from key fob; 
Euro and/ or German version Where the key ?ips out of the key 
fob by depressing a button; and a keyless version Where the 
bottom portion of the key fob is inserted into the vehicle 
ignition. 
[0010] In one aspect of the invention, soft plastic is custom 
molded to a key fob to obtain a precise basic mold for each 
type of vehicle manufacturer key fob. This basic mold may be 
reproduced and Will serve as the protective inner layer of the 
key cover of the invention. 

[0011] The outer layer may consist of leather, a man made 
or synthetic textile or a chemical compound such as silicone, 
ABS plastic, neoprene and/or animal hide. The buttons on the 
key fob remote are preferably covered only With the soft inner 
plastic layer, making vieWing and use thereof easy. 
[0012] Each cover, both inner and outer portions thereof, is 
custom molded for a selected key remote device to alloW full 
and unimpeded use of every feature of the key fob remote. 
Where there is an additional button on the rear or side of the 
key fob, this button may also be covered by the plastic inner 
layer only to provide easy vieWing and use of the button. 
[0013] A gloW in the dark thread may be a part of the 
protective cover and may be used to assist in locating the key 
fob When in a dark environment such as a room, car interior, 
purse, or in luggage. 
[0014] The cover device of the invention preferably com 
prises a closure member for releasably securing the cover to 
the remote device. The closure member of the cover may 
consist of a Watch band type of device, Where one side of the 
cover has a protruding strap designed to attach to the opposite 
side by means of a buckle, snap, Velcro, or metal, to name 
some examples only. 
[0015] In another embodiment of the invention, the protec 
tive cover of the invention may attach by means of one or tWo 
straps, or material protruding from the top of the cover, 
attaching to the rear of the cover via a snap, Velcro, or magnet, 
for example. The positioning of the selected type of closure 
member Will depend to some extent on the position of the key 
ring loop on the key fob device it is covering. 
[0016] A further embodiment of the invention may incor 
porate a Zipper, for example, on either the side of or around 
the circumference of the protective cover. 

[0017] The rear of the protective cover of the invention may 
incorporate any one or more of the folloWing attachments or 
devices: a Watch; a digital measurement instrument such as 
pedometer, altimeter, or calorie meter; a ?ip open book type 
cover shoWing tWo or more pictures; a clear plastic WindoW 
open at the top or sides, to facilitate placement of a photo, 
design, Media chip, or graphic; slits Which may be horiZontal 
or vertical to facilitate the placement of a band or other clip for 
connection of the cover to additional items; letters; a brand 
logo; embroidery; a belt, Wristband or armband clip or con 
necting device; a metal logo or shape for product identi?ca 
tion or personalization; snaps, Velcro or magnets; and a hook 
that Would fold out serving to connect to one’s purse, bag, or 
luggage. 
[0018] Further, a clip may be attached to the side of the 
cover to facilitate a connection to the folloWing examples of 
accessories: a purse; a cell phone; a cell phone cover; and a 
card holder. 

[0019] In one preferred embodiment, the cover of the 
invention is made of ?ve custom shaped and assembled pan 
els, and each or some of the ?ve panels may use different man 
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made, animal hide or synthetic textile or chemical compound 
such as silicone, orABS plastic as a part of the product design. 
[0020] In one form of the invention, additional space may 
be built into the cover increasing either its height or Width to 
provide the space required for a Bluetooth chip, RFID, light, 
or video screen Within the cover. 

[0021] The folloWing additional versions of the cover of the 
invention may be provided: 
[0022] (a) Separate key fob (key not incorporated): gener 
ally formed and constructed as described above. 
[0023] (b) Fixed key protruding from key fob: In such a 
version, a hole or other opening may be placed in the bottom 
of the cover to facilitate insertion of the ?xed key into the 
cover. 

[0024] (c) German version Where the key ?ips out of the key 
fob by depressing a button: In this arrangement, one side of 
the cover remains open or unattached to facilitate operation of 
the ?ip out key device. Material may be added for support of 
the key fob in the cover so as to ensure a snug ?t. 

[0025] (d) Keyless version Where the bottom portion of the 
key fob is inserted into the vehicle ignition: In this arrange 
ment, the bottom portion of the key fob is left uncovered so 
that the bottom portion of the key fob can be inserted into the 
vehicle ignition. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0026] The accompanying draWings and photographs illus 
trate various aspects and embodiments of the invention and 
are intended as examples of the Wide range and scope of 
different protective covers Which may be constructed in 
accordance With the invention. 
[0027] In the draWings: 
[0028] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a protective cover in 
accordance With one embodiment of the invention; 
[0029] FIG. 2 is a front vieW of the protective cover shoWn 
in FIG. 1 of the draWings; 
[0030] FIG. 3 is a rear vieW of protective cover shoWn in 
FIG. 1 of the draWings; 
[0031] FIG. 4 is a perspective vieW of the protective cover 
shoWn in FIG. 1, in the open position, With a remote control 
device about to be inserted therein; 
[0032] FIG. 5 is a rear vieW of a protective device in accor 
dance With one embodiment of the invention, including a 
photograph pocket on the rear surface of the protective cover, 
the pocket being in the closed position; 
[0033] FIG. 6 is a vieW of the protective cover shoWn in 
FIG. 5 of the draWings With the photograph pocket in the open 
position; 
[0034] FIG. 7 shoWs yet another embodiment of the pro 
tective cover of the invention including a translucent photo 
pocket; 
[0035] FIG. 8 is a rear vieW of a protective cover in accor 
dance With one aspect of the invention, including a clamp or 
fastening means; 
[0036] FIG. 9 is a perspective vieW of a further embodiment 
of a protective cover in accordance With the invention; 
[0037] FIG. 10 is a front vieW of the protective cover shoWn 
in FIG. 9; 
[0038] FIG. 11 is a rear vieW of the protective cover shoWn 
in FIG. 9 of the draWings; 
[0039] FIG. 12 is an exploded vieW of a protective cover 
shoWn in FIG. 9 of the draWings, shoWing the various com 
ponents thereof; 
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[0040] FIG. 13 is an almost fully assembled protective 
cover as shoWn in FIG. 12 of the draWings; 
[0041] FIG. 14 is a cross-section through a protective cover 
shoWn in FIG. 13, through lines 14-14 thereof; 
[0042] FIG. 15 is a protective cover in accordance With yet 
a further embodiment of the invention; 
[0043] FIG. 16 is a front vieW of the protective cover shoWn 
in FIG. 15; 
[0044] FIG. 16A is a bottom vieW of the protective cover 
shoWn in FIG. 15 of the draWings; 
[0045] FIG. 17 is a rear vieW of the protective cover shoWn 
in FIG. 1 of the draWings; 
[0046] FIG. 18 is a front perspective vieW of a protective 
cover in accordance With yet a further embodiment of the 

invention; 
[0047] FIG. 19 is a front vieW of the protective cover shoWn 
in FIG. 18 of the draWings; 
[0048] FIG. 19A is a bottom vieW of the protective cover 
shoWn in FIG. 18 of the draWings; 
[0049] FIG. 20 is a front perspective vieW of a protective 
cover in accordance With a further aspect of the invention, 
Wherein a key forms part of the remote control device; 
[0050] FIG. 21 is a perspective vieW of the protective cover 
shoWn in FIG. 20, from a different angle shoWing in more 
detail the opening for the key; and 
[0051] FIG. 22 is a bottom vieW of the protective cover 
shoWn in FIG. 20 of the draWings. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0052] The present invention is a protective cover, prefer 
ably one Which can be easily attached to the vehicle remote 
device to protect and locate the vehicle remote device as 
further described herein from being damaged from events 
such as by Water exposure, impact, or normal Wear and tear. 
The remote cover also facilitates the vehicle remote and/or 
keys being easily located in the home, of?ce, baggage, or such 
businesses Where they may move, park, or handle numerous 
vehicles in the course of the normal business activities. The 
cover device of the invention is preferably made of leather, 
vinyl, or neoprene material thus enhancing the level of pro 
tection from the above-mentioned circumstances. Further, the 
invention facilitates readily locating the protective device by 
the use of a ?uorescent strip of material, thread, or embroi 
dered design Which Will have the effect of differentiating the 
invention from other standard vehicle remote devices. 
[0053] With reference to FIG. 1 of the draWings, there is 
shoWn one embodiment of a protective cover 10 shoWing one 
embodiment of the invention. In FIGS. 1-3 it Will be seen that 
the protective cover has a front panel 12, a rear panel 14, and 
a opening 16 forming a WindoW in Which a transparent plastic 
WindoW 18 is inserted. At the upper end of the protective 
cover, there is an opening 20 through Which a remote control 
device can be inserted. 

[0054] The front cover 12 incorporates a closure member 
22 Which folds over the top of the protective cover 10, covers 
the opening 20, and engages the rear panel 14, as best seen in 
FIG. 3 of the draWings. 
[0055] The protective cover has side edges 24 and 26, and 
bottom edge 28. A u-shaped connector 30 extends around the 
side edges 24 and 26 and bottom end 28, and functions so as 
to hold the front panel 12 and rear panel 14 together. The ends 
of the u-shaped connector 30 folds over from the outer side of 
the protective cover 10 to the inner portion thereof, as can be 
seen at reference numeral 32. 
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[0056] The front panel 12, rear panel 14 and u-shaped con 
nector 30 all ?t together so that the protective cover 10 de?nes 
an internal space 34 in Which the protective cover is received. 
As Will be seen in FIG. 4 of the drawings, a remote control 
device 36 can be inserted into the interior spec 34 through the 
opening 14. The closure member 22 is unfolded so as to alloW 
access through the opening 14, and once the remote control 
device 36 is inserted Within the interior space 34, the closure 
member 22 can once more be closed. The closure member 22 
may be secured in the closed position using a snap, Velcro® 
or any other suitable means. 

[0057] It Will be seen that the remote control device 36 has 
four buttons, the buttons each having reference numeral 40, 
and When the remote control device 36 is constrained Within 
the cover, all of the buttons 40 shoW through the WindoW 18. 
The WindoW 18 is made of a soft plastic material, so that the 
function of the buttons Will not in any Way be compromised, 
and they can be easily pressed through the plastic sheath 
Which covers the WindoW. 

[0058] It Will also be noted that the closure ?ap 22 includes 
an elongate slot 42. When the closure member 22 is in the 
closed position, a unshaped opening 44 is provided. It Will be 
seen that an aperture 46 in the remote control device 36 Will 
shoW through this unshaped opening 44, so that a metal ring, 
or other connector piece can continue to be attached to the 
remote control through the opening 46 due to the provision of 
the unshaped slot 42. 
[0059] With reference to FIGS. 5 and 6 of the draWings, 
there is shoWn a protective cover 50, Which in many material 
respects is identical to that shoWn in FIGS. 1-4 of the draW 
ings. HoWever, it Will seen in FIG. 5 that the rear panel 14 has 
a pocket 52, secured by a hinge 54, to the backpanel 14. When 
the pocket is opened by pivoting about the hinge 54, it Will be 
seen that a space is provided for tWo photographs 56. The 
pocket can be opened and closed, as desired, and held in the 
closed position by means of a tab 58, engaging a handle 60. 
[0060] FIG. 7 of the draWings shoWs an embodiment of a 
protective cover 60 Which is in most respects identical to that 
shoWn in FIG. 1, but it Will be seen that the rear panel 62 
thereof includes a transparent pocket 64 having an open top 
end 66 through Which a photograph 68 can be releasably 
inserted. 
[0061] FIG. 8 of the draWings shoWs yet a further embodi 
ment of a protective cover 70 of the invention, shoWing a rear 
panel 72 upon Which is mounted a clamp 74 including a 
tapering engagement piece 76 Which can be used to attach the 
protective cover 70 to a belt, other item of clothing, briefcase, 
luggage or other object, as desired. 
[0062] Reference is noW made to FIGS. 9, 10 and 11 of the 
draWings shoWing a different embodiment of the invention. In 
these Figures, there is shoWn a protective cover 80 having a 
front panel 82, a rear panel 84, and a u-shaped connector piece 
86. The connector piece 86 holds the front panel 82 and rear 
panel 84 attached to each other in spaced relationship to 
create an internal space 88, designed to accommodate a 
remote control device, as has been described. 
[0063] The front panel 82 includes a triangular-shaped 
opening 90 and a transparent WindoW 92 Which ?ts therein. 
The shape of the opening 90 is of course con?gured based on 
the positions of the buttons located on the remote control 
device Which Will be inserted into the protective cover 80. 
[0064] The protective cover 80 has an opening 94 at the top 
thereof through Which the remote control device can be 
inserted, and a closing ?ap 96, including an elongate slot 98, 
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can be moved over the opening 94 and engage the rear panel 
84. As seen in FIG. 11, a pair ofsnaps 100 and 102 releasably 
fasten, in the appropriate position, the closure ?ap 96 to the 
rear panel 84. 

[0065] FIG. 12 of the draWings shoWs the various compo 
nents and means of construction of a protective cover of the 
invention, including one that is illustrated in FIGS. 9-11 of the 
draWings. In FIG. 12, as Well as FIGS. 13 and 14 Which shoW 
the same structure, a protective cover 110 has a front panel 
member 112, a rear panel member 114, an internal spacer 116 
and an external connector 118. 

[0066] The front panel member 112 has a front panel 120, 
sides 122 and 124, andbottom 126. The sides 122 and 124 and 
bottom 126 depend from the front panel 120 at approximately 
90° or perpendicular thereto. The front panel further com 
prises a closure ?ap 128 With snaps 130 and an aperture 32 in 
the closure ?ap 128. In the front panel 120 itself, there is a 
triangular cut-out WindoW 134, and a transparent panel 136 
attaches to the inside surface of the front panel so as to seal off 
the WindoW. HoWever, the transparent panel 136 alloWs the 
user to vieW and press buttons on a remote control device 
Which is inserted in the protective cover 110. Further, a rear 
internal and preferably transparent sheet 137 is provided. 
[0067] The rear panel member 114 comprises a rear panel 
140, sides Walls 142 and 144, and bottom Wall 146. The sides 
Walls 142 and 144, and bottom Wall 146 extend or depend 
outWardly from the rear panel 140 at approximately right 
angles, or perpendicularly thereto. 
[0068] The internal spacer 116 Will, as the name implies, be 
located inside the space created betWeen the front panel mem 
ber 112 and 1 the rear panel member 114, and Will help keep 
these tWo components apart, so as to retain the space. The 
internal spacer 116 is of a substantially rigid material. 
[0069] The front panel member 112 and the rear panel 
member 114 are assembled by moving them toWards each 
other such that the side Walls 142 and 144, and bottom Wall 
146 of the rear panel member ?t Within, in a fairly tight 
tolerance, the side Walls 122 and 124, and bottom Wall 126 
respectively of the front panel. The internal spacer ?ts inside 
of these tWo panel members, and overlies the various side 
Walls and bottom Wall. 

[0070] The construction is completed by locating the exte 
rior connector 118 on the outside of the protective cover, over 
the side Walls 122 and 124, and bottom Wall 126 of the front 
panel member 112. The external connector 118 may either be 
secured in position by gluing, sonic Welding, stitching, a 
combination of any of the above, or such other method as may 
be useful and effective in the circumstances. 

[0071] FIGS. 15, 16 and 17 shoW yet a further embodiment 
of the invention, having the same basic structure, but a differ 
ent shape, designed to ?ttingly accommodate a different 
remote control, With different dimensions and button posi 
tioning. The protective cover 160 has a front panel 162, a rear 
panel 164, a closure ?ap 166 attached as a portion of the front 
panel, and an external connector 168 for holding the front and 
rear panels 162 and 164 together. A large WindoW 170 is 
formed in the front panel so as to provide a clear vieW, and 
access to buttons on a remote control device installed Within 
the protective cover 160. The protective cover 160 has an 
opening 172 at the top thereof, through Which the remote 
control device can be installed When the closure ?ap 166 is 
removed, so as to provide the necessary access. In FIG. 16A, 
a bottom vieW of the protective cover 160, there is also shoWn 
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a slot 171 through Which a key attached to the remote can pass 
so the remote itself is in the protective cover 160 but the key 
projects outwardly therefrom. 
[0072] With reference to FIGS. 18 and 19, a further 
embodiment is shoWn of a protective cover 180, having a 
front panel 182, a rear panel 184 and an external connector 
186. The WindoW 188 is shoWn, as Well as an opening 190 at 
the top of the protective cover 180. In this particular embodi 
ment, a closure ?ap 192 is an extension of the external con 
nector on the one side, as shoWn in FIG. 19, so as to cover the 
opening 190 and connect to the external connector 186 on the 
opposing side, preferably by means of a snap 194, although 
any other connector may be used. In FIG. 19A, a bottom vieW 
of the protective cover 180, there is also shoWn a slot 191 
through Which a key attached to the remote can pass so the 
remote itself is in the protective cover 180 but the key projects 
outWardly therefrom. 
[0073] With reference to FIGS. 20 and 21, a different 
embodiment of a protective cover 200 is illustrated. In this 
particular instance, the remote control device to be inserted 
Within the protective cover 200 also has an ignition key for the 
vehicle, and the key is one Which is pivotable betWeen a 
WithdraWn position in the remote control device, and an 
extended position in Which it projects aWay from the remote 
control device When it can be used to insert into the ignition 
slot to activate the vehicle. The protective cover 200 shoWn in 
FIGS. 20 and 21 of the draWings is designed for such a remote 
control device. As such, the protective cover 200 comprises a 
front panel 202, a rear panel 204, and an external connector 
206. The front and rear panels de?ne an interior space 208 in 
Which the combination remote control device and key can be 
installed. It Will be seen that the embodiment in FIGS. 21 and 
22 de?nes a protective cover 200 Which has an upper opening 
210 and a lateral opening 212, the upper and lateral openings 
210 and 212 being continuous With each other. A closure strap 
214 extends from the rear panel 204 to the front panel 202. 
The protective cover 200 thus has a side Wall 21 6 and a bottom 
Wall 218 extending most of the Way across the base of the 
protective cover 200. With the closure strap 214 discon 
nected, the combination remote-and-key can be installed With 
the key in the WithdraWn position. The WindoW 220, protected 
by a plastic sheath 222, provides vieWing access to buttons 
Which can be easily pressed. When it is desired to move the 
key into the extended position, the closure ?ap 214 is 
unsnapped so that the openings 210 and 212 are accessible 
and the key moved from the WithdraWn to the extended posi 
tion. The closure strap 214 is then closed again so as to ensure 
that the remote control device remains securely Within the 
protective cover 200. 
[0074] FIG. 22 is a bottom vieW of the protective cover 200 
as shoWn in FIGS. 20 and 21. 

[0075] Often, the keys in such combination devices are 
spring-loaded so that pressing a trigger on the outside of the 
remote control device causes the key to spring from the With 
draWn to the extended position. In the protective cover 200, 
there is an aperture 226 Which corresponds to the position of 
the trigger or activating sWitch for moving the key from the 
WithdraWn to the extended position. The key is then reloaded 
Within the device by manually moving it against the action of 
the spring. 
[0076] In all, the vehicle remote protective cover of the 
invention incorporates custom designs for more than 37 dif 
ferent remote types and over 400 different button con?gura 
tions Which can be found on these remote types. 
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[0077] The invention preferably incorporates a design com 
prised of a leather, vinyl, silicone, or neoprene material to 
cover those parts of the vehicle remote, most typically a 
plastic type housing, that serve as a case for the inner elec 
tronics of the vehicle remote. Additionally, a clear or acrylic, 
plastic, or rubber “Window” alloWs for the buttons on the 
vehicle device 1 to be clearly vieWed and this easily utiliZed 
by the vehicle driver While providing the protective cover. 
Thus the cover of the invention protects the remote device 
from impact, Water and normal Wear and tear While at the 
same time providing access to all operational components of 
the remote device so as not to impair or inhibit its functioning 
in any Way. 

[0078] The cover of the invention is designed so as to easily 
attach to the remote device by simply slipping the vehicle 
remote inside the protective cover of the invention. The inven 
tion can optionally attach to the person’s belt, baggage, purse, 
or clothing via a metal clip covered by the same material that 
comprises the invention, or such other form of connection that 
may be suitable. 

[0079] To facilitate the standardiZation of the invention to 
all or many types, designs, and con?gurations of the manu 
facturers’ vehicle remote, the protective cover of the invention 
utiliZes a large WindoW comprised of a clear or colored 
acrylic, plastic, or rubber material. 
[0080] The protective cover of the invention may be custom 
engineered to past, current, and future vehicle manufacturers ’ 
remotes by patterning the cover of the invention to the remote 
case or housing, and accounting for variations of button con 
?gurations utiliZed in these cases. The cover of the invention 
may be designed so as to accommodate an integrated 
mechanical key Which forms part of the remote device. 

[0081] Other features of the cover of the invention may 
relate to the presence of a clamp or buckle, snaps or a closure 
device for securing the cover, and decorative stones may be 
placed on the remote cover of the invention. 

[0082] The invention as shoWn in the draWings is preferably 
designed and constructed to cover the key integrated remote 
device thus protecting the it from the damage suffered during 
impact or multiple uses. This damage includes but is not 
limited to: cracks and breaks in the remote housing, and 
Wearing of the operation depicting graphics to the pont that 
are dif?cult to see. 

[0083] The invention is manufactured to custom ?t each 
vehicle manufacturers key fob. The production process incor 
porates molding an inner plastic shell over the remote or fob, 
and then constructing the leather, vinyl, neoprene, carbon 
?ber or other textile outer shell over the inner plastic shell. 
This inner shell is then directly seWn into, or applied With 
adhesive, to connect it to the outer textile shell. 

[0084] The tWo stage process produces a custom form ?t 
ting cover for the remote or key integrated fob. In fact, an 
additional feature of the invention is the rigidity and strength 
provided to the cover of the invention that increases protec 
tion to the remote or key integrated fob. 

[0085] In one embodiment, a small hole speci?c to the key 
designed to be inserted through it is drilled into the protective 
cover of the invention thus providing a further custom ?t and 
form of attachment for the key fob. A WindoW custom siZed 
and shaped to the particular button con?guration of the 
remote or key fob is cut from the outer shell thus exposing the 
inner shell Which provides the transparent cover for the but 
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tons. To reduce roll back or fraying edges of the outer shell, a 
stitch may be applied to the outside perimeter of the WindoW 
of the invention. 
[0086] Closure of the top of the invention is achieved via at 
least tWo different options. The ?rst option comprises the use 
of buckle and integrated strap. This strap and buckle system is 
either constructed as one piece of the outer shell or attached to 
the outer shell of the invention via a metal fastener, seWn in or 
applied directly to the outer shell via adhesive. The buckle is 
attached directly to the outer shell via rivet, stitching to the 
outer shell, or by adhesive. This con?guration may also be 
used as a design Where the strap and buckle attachment is 
utiliZed for appearance only. This unit Will be closed via the 
buckle and strap assembly attaching to the side of the outer 
shell of the invention via a snap, hook, Velcro or other adhe 
sive. 

[0087] The second option is to close the top of the cover of 
the invention via folding one or tWo ?aps over the top of the 
invention, thereby securing it to the front and rear side of the 
cover by using snaps, Velcro, magnet, or latches. 
[0088] Beads or jeWels may be attached to the cover by 
adhesive forming patterned designs on one or all sides of the 
protective cover of the invention. Additionally, a small picture 
pocket seWn in or attached to the outer textile shell of the 
invention may operate as a small picture holder designed to 
accept photographs. 
[0089] Additional embodiments may provide a space inte 
grated into the custom shell increasing the overall length or 
Width of the cover to accommodate an RFID, GPS or Blue 
tooth device. These alloW communication betWeen the pro 
tective cover of the invention and anti theft devices, GPS 
locators used in vehicle recovery, missing item location, and 
real time communications With a device alloWing the con 
sumer to change the graphics or photo via a 1.1 TFT or LCD 
screen a?ixed in the same space on the rear of the invention as 
the photo WindoW. 
[0090] Additional attachments to the cover of the invention 
may be in the form of a belt clip constructed of a plastic, 
aluminum, or similar light metal. This Will alloW the user to 
securely locate the cover in a purse, baggage or other storage 
item. The user may also attach the invention to a belt, Waist 
band or a pocket of clothing. 

[0091] The protective cover of the invention may offer 
assistance in ?nding lost keys utiliZing a ?uorescent or phos 
phorescent thread seWn therein that Will alloW the invention to 
be easily located in a dim light, such as in a handbag or purse. 

[0092] One embodiment of the cover of the invention is 
designed to cover the key integrated fob device Wherein the 
remote and the key and con?gured as a single entity) thus 
protecting the device from the damage suffered during impact 
or other uses. 

[0093] The cover of the invention is preferably manufac 
tured to custom ?t each vehicle manufacturer’s key fob. The 
production process incorporates molding a plastic inner shell 
over the entire or a portion of the fob and then constructing the 
leather, vinyl, neoprene, carbon ?ber or other textile outer 
shell over the plastic mold. This inner mold then is directly 
seWn into, or applied With adhesive to the outer textile shell. 
The tWo stage process produces a custom form ?tting cover 
for the key integrated fob. 
[0094] The side of the outer shell of the invention speci?c to 
the sWitchblade con?guration of the key fob is open alloWing 
for free use of the key Without removing the invention. 
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[0095] A WindoW dimensioned to the button con?guration 
of the key fob is cut from the outer shell thus exposing the 
inner shell providing a transparent cover for the buttons. To 
reduce roll back or fraying edges of the outer shell, a stitch is 
applied to the outside perimeter of the WindoW of the inven 
tion. 
[0096] The remote device or key fob is easily inserted into 
the cover of the invention by simply sliding the device into an 
opening in the cover and maneuvering the fob to secure it 
therein. 

PRODUCTION PROCESS OF EMBODIMENT OF 
INVENTION 

[0097] (1) A plastic mold is taken of the individual key fob. 
The mold is heated forming the seams for an inner shell. 
[0098] (2) The inner shell is then marked With the WindoW 
Any given manufacturer’s key fob may have betWeen three 
and four or more buttons. The WindoW of the cover is 
designed to ?t over the a button con?guration Which Where 
possible alloWs for the same WindoW to Work With several 
button con?gurations. 
[0099] (3) The outer textile shell is then patterned off the 
plastic mold custom ?tted to the remote. 
[0100] (4) A front panel is seWn in around the perimeter of 
the WindoW cut out to prevent fraying of the edges. 
[0101] (5) The outer shell is then assembled by seWing or 
adding adhesive and tested to ?t. Patterns are kept to facilitate 
mass production process for the same key fob. 
[0102] (6) The plastic mold or inner layer is then inserted 
into the assembled outer layer and adhesive is added to keep 
the inner layer in place in addition to adding structural rigid 
ity. 
[0103] (7) Fabric inserts may be inserted into the plastic 
cover adhering to the sides to provide a snug ?t for the key 
fob, and help prevent stretching of the plastic mold during 
continuous use. 

[0104] (8) Closing hardWare is then added to the top or 
other convenient portion of the key fob cover alloWing for 
different models to be created. Fastener variations include the 
folloWing: 

[0105] (a) Buckle or Watchband type; 
[0106] (b) Snaps attached to ?aps being seWn in to the 

outer shell; and 
[0107] (c) Velcro® closure being utiliZed on the same 

?aps. 
[0108] (9) A slice is applied to the outer layer to alloW for 
different accessories to be attached by inserting the accessory 
betWeen the inner and outer layers. Such accessories may 
include a photo frame or belt clip Where a ?ap is connected to 
the accessory via adhesive or metal fastener. This ?ap can 
then be inserted betWeen the inner and outer layer as previ 
ously mentioned, and seWn or adhesive applied to hold the 
accessory in place. 
[0109] (10) The present invention may utiliZe technology 
for key location. Using digital photos and the like, the Width 
or height of the outer shell can be increased to facilitate 
incorporation of a computer or Bluetooth chip into the cover. 
The outer shell may be extended over the Width or height of 
the plastic mold. This alloWs the plastic mold to still grip the 
key fob for Which it Was designed. The chip may be inserted 
?rst into the outer shell folloWed by the plastic mold or inner 
layer. 

1. A protective cover for a vehicle remote control device 
comprising a housing and a plurality of buttons on the surface 
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of the housing Which can be pressed for activating predeter 
mined vehicle functions, the protective cover comprising: 

an inner plastic sheath for ?ttingly surrounding the hous 
ing, the inner plastic sheath being comprised a relatively 
soft and pliable plastic material and having an opening 
therein through Which the remote control device can be 
inserted; and 

an outer sheath substantially surrounding the inner plastic 
sheath, the outer sheath being comprised of a material 
selected for its ability to protect the remote control 
device, the outer sheath having an opening therein Which 
substantially corresponds to the opening in the inner 
plastic sheath, the outer sheath having a least one Win 
doW therein, the WindoW being located on the outer 
sheath so that the buttons can be seen through the Win 
doW When the remote control device is inserted in the 
protective cover. 

2. A protective cover as claimed in claim 1 further com 
prising a closure member for at least partially selectively 
closing the openings in the inner plastic sheath and the outer 
sheath. 

3. A protective cover as claimed in claim 1 Wherein the 
outer sheath has an upper surface and a loWer surface and a 
pocket overlay is formed in the loWer surface for receiving a 
photograph vieWable through the pocket overlay. 

4. A protective cover as claimed in claim 1 Wherein the 
outer sheath has a clamp attached thereto, the clamp for 
fastening the protective cover to a substrate. 

5. A protective cover as claimed in claim 1 Wherein the 
outer sheath has an upper surface, a loWer surface and side 
edges and further comprises a substantially rigid insert 
against the side edges to maintain a spaced relationship 
betWeen at least a portion of the upper and loWer surfaces of 
the outer sheath. 

6. A protective cover as claimed in claim 1 further com 
prising a luminescent threaded piece. 

7. A protective cover as claimed in claim 1 Wherein the 
remote control device incorporates a vehicle key movable 
betWeen a WithdraWn position in or against the remote control 
device and an extended position aWay from the remote control 
device, and the protective cover member has an additional 
opening therein to alloW free passage of the movable vehicle 
key as it moves betWeen the WithdraWn and extended posi 
tions. 

8. A protective cover as claimed in claim 7 further com 
prising a closure member for releasably opening and closing 
the additional opening. 

9. A protective cover for a vehicle remote control device 
comprising a housing having upper and loWer surfaces and 
side edges and a plurality of buttons on the upper surface of 
the housing Which can be pressed for activating predeter 
mined vehicle functions, the protective cover comprising: 

a front panel member having a front panel With dimensions 
substantially the same as the upper surface of the hous 
ing, at lease three side edges depending from edges of 
the front panel and extending someWhat normal to the 
front panel and able to cover at least a portion of the side 
edges of the housing, the front panel member further 
comprising a WindoW therein through Which the buttons 
on the housing can be vieWed; 

a rear panel member having a rear panel With dimensions 
substantially the same as the loWer surface of the hous 
ing, at lease three side edges depending from edges of 
the rear panel and extending someWhat normal to the 
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rear panel and able to cover at least a portion of the side 
edges of the housing, the three side edges of the rear 
panel member overlapping the three side edges of the 
front panel member; and 

a rigid U-shaped member adjacent the three side edges of 
the front and rear panels respectively. 

10. A protective cover as claimed in claim 9 further com 
prising a plastic sheath in the WindoW of the front panel 
member. 

11. A protective cover as claimed in claim 9 Wherein one 
side thereof has an opening through Which the remote control 
device can be inserted in the protective cover, and a closure 
member is provided over a portion of the opening for selec 
tively opening and closing the opening. 

12. A protective cover as claimed in claim 9 Wherein the 
rigid member fastens the three side edges of the front panel 
member to the three side edges of the rear panel member. 

13. A protective cover as claimed in claim 9 Wherein the 
remote control device incorporates a vehicle key movable 
betWeen a WithdraWn position in or against the remote control 
device and an extended position aWay from the remote control 
device, and the protective cover member has an additional 
opening therein to alloW free passage of the movable vehicle 
key as it moves betWeen the WithdraWn and extended posi 
tions. 

14. A protective cover as claimed in claim 9 further com 
prising accessories for securing to the protective cover, the 
accessories being selected from the group consisting of: 
Bluetooth chip, GPS chip, precious stones, semi-precious 
stones, simulated plastic stones resembling precious or semi 
precious stones, color panel inlays or overlays, metal rings, 
carry straps, handles, identi?cation tags, photograph pocket, 
advertising indicia, religious indicia, jeWelry items. 

15. A protective cover as claimed in claim 9 further com 
prising a space betWeen the remote control device and the 
front or rear panel members Which operates as a compartment 
for holding accessories attached to the protective cover. 

16. A method of forming a protective cover for a vehicle 
remote control device comprising a housing and a plurality of 
buttons on the surface of the housing Which can be pressed for 
activating predetermined vehicle functions, the method com 
prising: 

?rst locating an inner plastic sheath ?ttingly about the 
housing, the inner plastic sheath being comprised a rela 
tively soft and pliable plastic material, and forming an 
opening therein through Which the remote control 
device can be inserted; and 

second Wrapping an outer sheath substantially about the 
inner plastic sheath, the outer sheath being comprised of 
a material selected for its ability to protect the remote 
control device, the outer sheath having an opening 
formed therein Which substantially corresponds to the 
opening in the inner plastic sheath, the outer sheath 
having a least one WindoW inserted therein, the WindoW 
being located on the outer sheath so that the buttons can 
be seen through the WindoW When the remote control 
device is inserted in the protective cover. 

17. A method for making aq protective cover for a vehicle 
remote control device comprising a housing having upper and 
loWer surfaces and side edges and a plurality of buttons on the 
upper surface of the housing Which can be pressed for acti 
vating predetermined vehicle functions, the method compris 
1ng: 
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locating a front panel member on the housing, the front 
panel member having a front panel With dimensions 
substantially the same as the upper surface of the hous 
ing, at least three side edges depending from edges of the 
front panel and extending someWhat normal to the front 
panel and able to cover at least a portion of the side edges 
of the housing, the front panel member having a WindoW 
formed therein through Which the buttons on the housing 
can be vieWed; 

locating a rear panel member on the housing, the rear panel 
member having a rear panel With dimensions substan 
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tially the same as the loWer surface of the housing, at 
least three side edges depending from edges of the rear 
panel and extending someWhat normal to the rear panel 
and able to cover at least a portion of the side edges of the 
housing, the three side edges of the rear panel member 
overlapping the three side edges of the front panel mem 
ber; and 

inserting a rigid U-shaped member adjacent the three side 
edges of the front and rear panels respectively. 

* * * * * 


