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FIG. 3 (Prior Art) 
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FIG. 6 Graphlcs Multi-Pipe Driver 
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PC-BASED COMPUTING SYSTEM 
EMPLOYING A SILICON CHIP HAVING A 

ROUTING UNIT AND A CONTROL UNIT FOR 
PARALLELIZING MULTIPLE GPU-DRIVEN 
PIPELINE CORES DURING A GRAPHICS 

APPLICATION 

RELATED CASES 

[0001] This application is a Continuation of US. applica 
tion Ser. No. 11/340,402 ?led Jan. 25, 2006; Which is a 
Continuation-in-Part of provisional Application No. 60/647, 
146 ?led Jan. 25, 2005; International Application No. PCT/ 
IL2004/ 000079 ?led Jan. 28, 2004, published as WIPO Pub 
lication No. WO 2004/070652 A2 on Aug. 19, 2004; and 
International Application No. PCT/IL2004/001069 ?led Nov. 
19, 2004, published as WIPO Publication No. WO 2005/ 
050557 A2 on Jun. 2, 2005, and entered in the US. National 
Stage on May 17, 2006 as US. application Ser. No. 10/579, 
682, and based on US. provisional Application Nos. 60/523, 
084 and 60/523,102, both ?led Nov. 19, 2003; each Applica 
tion being commonly oWned by Lucid Information 
Technology Ltd, of Israel, and incorporated fully herein. 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 

[0002] Over the past feW decades, much of the research and 
development in the graphics architecture ?eld has been con 
cerned the Ways to improve the performance of three-dimen 
sional (3D) computer graphics rendering. Graphics architec 
ture is driven by the same advances in semiconductor 
technology that have driven general -purpose computer archi 
tecture. Many of the same acceleration techniques have been 
used in this ?eld, including pipelining and parallelism. The 
graphics rendering application, hoWever, imposes special 
demands and makes available neW opportunities. For 
example, since image display generally involves a large num 
ber of repetitive calculations, it can more easily exploit mas 
sive parallelism than can general-purpose computations. 
[0003] In high-performance graphics systems, the number 
of computations highly exceeds the capabilities of a single 
processing unit, so parallel systems have become the rule of 
graphics architectures. A very high-level of parallelism is 
applied today in silicon-based graphics processing units 
(GPU), to perform graphics computations. 
[0004] Typically these computations are performed by 
graphics pipeline, supported by video memory, Which are part 
of a graphic system. FIG. 1A shoWs a block diagram of a 
conventional graphic system as part of PC architecture, com 
prising of CPU (111), system memory (112), I/O chipset 
(113), high speed CPU-GPU bus (114) (eg PCI express 
16><), video (graphic) card (115) based on a single GPU, and 
display (116). The single GPU graphic pipeline, as shoWn in 
FIG. 1B, decomposes into tWo major parts: a geometry sub 
system for processing 3D graphics primitives (e.g. polygons) 
and a pixel subsystem for computing pixel values. These tWo 
parts are consistently designed for increased parallelism. 
[0005] In the geometry subsystem, the graphics databases 
are regular, typically consisting of a large number of primi 
tives that receive nearly identical processing; therefore the 
natural concurrency is to partition the data into separate 
streams and to process them independently. In the pixel sub 
system, image parallelism has long been an attractive 
approach for high-speed rasteriZation architectures, since 
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pixels can be generated in parallel in many Ways. An example 
of a highly parallel Graphic Processing Unit chip (GPU) in 
prior art is depicted in FIG. 2A (taken from 3D Architecture 
White Paper, byATI). The geometry subsystem consists of six 
(6) parallel pipes While the pixel subsystem has sixteen (16) 
parallel pipes. 
[0006] HoWever, as shoWn in FIG. 2B, the “converge stage” 
221 betWeen these tWo subsystems is very problematic as it 
must handle the full data stream bandWidth. In the pixel 
subsystem, the multiple streams of transformed and clipped 
primitives must be directed to the processors doing rasteriZa 
tion. This can require sorting primitives based on spatial 
information While different processors are assigned to differ 
ent screen regions. A second dif?culty in the parallel pixel 
stage is that ordering of data may change as those data pass 
through parallel processors. For example, one processor may 
transform tWo small primitives before another processor 
transforms a single, large one. Certain global commands, 
such as commands to update one WindoW instead of another, 
or to sWitch betWeen double buffers, require that data be 
synchroniZed before and after command. This converge stage 
betWeen the geometry and pixel stages, restricts the parallel 
ism in a single GPU. 

[0007] A typical technology increasing the level of paral 
lelism employs multiple GPU-cards, or multiple GPU chips 
on a card, Where the rendering performance is additionally 
improved, beyond the converge limitation in a single core 
GPU. This technique is practiced today by several academic 
researches (e.g. Chromium parallel graphics system by Stan 
ford University) and commercial products (eg SLIia dual 
GPU system by Nvidia, Cross?reia dual GPU by ATI). FIG. 
3 shoWs a commercial dual GPU system, Asus A8N-SLI, 
based on Nvidia SLI technology. 

[0008] ParalleliZation is capable of increasing performance 
by releasing bottlenecks in graphic systems. FIG. 2C indi 
cates typical bottlenecks in a graphic pipeline that breaks 
doWn into segmented stages of bus transfer, geometric pro 
cessing and fragment ?ll bound processing. A given pipeline 
is only as strong as the Weakest link of one of the above stages, 
thus the main bottleneck determines overall throughput. As 
indicated in FIG. 2C, pipeline bottlenecks stem from: (231) 
geometry, texture, animation and meta data transfer, (232) 
geometry data memory limits, (233) texture data memory 
limits, (234) geometry transformations, and (235) fragment 
rendering. 
[0009] There are different Ways to paralleliZe the GPUs, 
such as: time-division (each GPU renders the next successive 
frame); image-division (each GPU renders a subset of the 
pixels of each frame); and object-division (each GPU renders 
a subset of the Whole data, including geometry and textures), 
and derivatives and combinations of thereof. Although prom 
ising, this approach of paralleliZing cluster of GPU chips 
suffers from some inherent problems, such as: restricted 

bandWidth of inter-GPU communication; mechanical com 
plexity (e.g. siZe, poWer, and heat); redundancy of compo 
nents; and high cost. 
[0010] Thus, there is a great need in the art for an improved 
method of and apparatus for high-speed graphics processing 
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and display, Which avoids the shortcomings and drawbacks of 
such prior art apparatus and methodologies. 

OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT 
INVENTION 

[0011] Accordingly, a primary object of the present inven 
tion is to provide a novel method of and apparatus for high 
speed graphics processing and display, Which avoid the short 
comings and drawbacks of prior art apparatus and 
methodologies. 
[0012] Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a novel graphics processing and display system having mul 
tiple graphics cores With unlimited graphics parallelism, get 
ting around the inherent converge bottleneck of a single GPU 
system. 
[0013] Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a novel graphics processing and display system Which 
ensures the best graphics performance, eliminating the short 
ages of a multi-chip system, the restricted bandWidth of inter 
GPU communication, mechanical complexity (siZe, poWer, 
and heat), redundancy of components, and high cost. 
[0014] Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a novel graphics processing and display system that has an 
ampli?ed graphics processing and display poWer by parallel 
iZing multiple graphic cores in a single silicon chip. 
[0015] Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a novel graphics processing and display system that is real 
iZed on a silicon chip having a non-restricted number of 
multiple graphic cores. 
[0016] Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a novel graphics processing and display system that is real 
iZed on a silicon chip Which utiliZes a cluster of multiple 
graphic cores. 
[0017] Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a novel graphics processing and display system that is real 
iZed on a silicon chip having multiple graphic cores or pipes 
(i.e. a multiple-pipe system-on-chip, or MP-SOC) and pro 
viding architectural ?exibility to achieve the advanced paral 
lel graphics display performance. 
[0018] Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a novel graphics processing and display system that is real 
iZed on a silicon chip having multiple graphic cores, and 
adaptively supporting different modes of parallelism Within 
both its geometry and pixel processing subsystems. 
[0019] Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a novel graphics processing and display system that is real 
iZed on a silicon chip having multiple GPU cores, and pro 
viding adaptivity for highly advanced graphics processing 
and display performance. 
[0020] Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a novel graphics processing and display system and method, 
Wherein the graphic pipeline bottlenecks of vertex (i.e. 3D 
polygon geometry) processing and fragment processing are 
transparently and intelligently resolved. 
[0021] Another object of the present invention to provide a 
method and system for an intelligent decomposition of data 
and graphic commands, preserving the basic features of 
graphic libraries as state machines and tightly sticking to the 
graphic standard. 
[0022] Another object of the present invention to provide a 
neW PCI graphics card supporting a graphics processing and 
display system realiZed on a silicon chip having multiple 
graphic cores, and providing architectural ?exibility to 
achieve the best parallel performance. 
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[0023] Another object of the present invention to provide a 
computing system having improved graphics processing and 
display capabilities, employing a graphics card having a sili 
con chip With multiple graphic cores, and providing architec 
tural ?exibility to achieve the best parallel performance. 
[0024] Another object of the present invention to provide 
such a computing system having improved graphics process 
ing and display performance required by applications includ 
ing, video-gaming, virtual reality, scienti?c visualiZation, and 
other interactive application requiring or demanding photo 
realistic graphics display capabilities. 
[0025] These and other objects and advantages of the 
present invention Will become apparent hereinafter. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS OF THE 
PRESENT INVENTION 

[0026] For a more complete understanding of hoW to prac 
tice the Objects of the Present Invention, the folloWing 
Detailed Description of the Illustrative Embodiments can be 
read in conjunction With the accompanying DraWings, brie?y 
described beloW, Wherein: 
[0027] FIG. 1A is a schematic representation of a prior art, 
standard PC architecture, in Which its conventional single 
GPU graphic card is shoWn circled; 
[0028] FIG. 1B is a simpli?ed block diagram ofa prior art 
conventional graphics system employing a single GPU, hav 
ing geometry and pixel processing subsystems, Wherein the 
data converge stream therebetWeen presents a serious system 
bottleneck that signi?cantly limits performance; 
[0029] FIG. 2A is a schematic diagram illustrating high 
parallelism in a typical prior art ATI X800 Graphic Process 
ing Unit chip (GPU), Wherein the geometry subsystem con 
sists of 6 parallel pipes and the pixel subsystem consists of 16 
parallel pipes; 
[0030] FIG. 2B is a schematic diagram of the internal por 
tion of a prior art graphic processing unit (GPU) chip (e.g. ATI 
X800) illustrating the bottlenecking converge stage (setup 
engine) betWeen geometric and pixel parallel engines therein; 
[0031] FIG. 2C is a schematic representation of a conven 
tional graphics pipeline, illustrating the data bottleneck prob 
lem existing therein; 
[0032] FIG. 3 is a photograph of a prior art dual GPU 
driven video graphics card; 
[0033] FIG. 4A is a schematic system block diagram rep 
resentation of a computing system employing a printed cir 
cuit graphics card employing the multiple-pipe system-on 
chip (MP-SOC) device in accordance With the principles of 
the present invention, Wherein the system block diagram 
shoWs the CPU, I/O chipset, system memory, graphic card 
based on MP-SOC, and display screen(s); 
[0034] FIG. 4B is schematic representation of the physical 
implementation of the MP-SOC of the present invention, 
mounted on a printed circuit (PC) video graphics board; 
[0035] FIG. 4C is a photograph of a standard PCI express 
graphics slot on a motherboard to Which MP-SOC-based PC 
graphics board of the present invention is interconnected; 
[0036] FIG. 4D is a schematic representation of an exem 
plary MP-SOC silicon-layout including four GPU-driven 
pipeline cores according to the principles of the present 
invention; 
[0037] FIG. 4E is a schematic representation of an exem 
plary packaging of the MP-SOC chip of the present invention; 














