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ONLINE MACHINE DATA COLLECTION 
AND ARCHIVING PROCESS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t of priority under 
35 U.S.C. § 119(e) to Us. Provisional PatentApplication No. 
60/209,936 ?led Jun. 7, 2000 and is a continuation of Us. 
patent application Ser. No. 09/873,339, ?led on Jun. 5, 2001, 
the entireties of Which are hereby incorporated herein by 
reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to identity detection 
techniques and, more particularly, to a process for collecting 
and utilizing machine-identifying data of computers and 
other online appliances used in online interactions and trans 
actions and associating the collected machine data With such 
online interactions. 

[0003] The intemet, or global computer netWork, repre 
sents a neW medium for marketing similar to the Way mail 
ordering and telephone ordering did in the past. A doWnside 
of intemet marketing is that it also presents neW opportunities 
for unscrupulous persons to take advantage of the mecha 
nisms of Internet transactions by fraudulent and deceptive 
practices. Merchants and ?nancial institutions bear the initial 
costs of fraud. HoWever, consumers ultimately pay the costs 
in the form of prices and credit rates Which must take into 
account losses from fraud. Internet purchases typically 
involve the use of Web page forms Which are ?lled in by the 
customer With identity, address, purchase, shipping, and pay 
ment information and submitted to the online merchant for 
processing. Internet purchases are most often paid for by Way 
of credit cards. While a merchant’s softWare may be able to 
verify the existence and status of a credit card account number 
and an authorization for a speci?c amount, the merchant is 
often not able to match a credit card number With a speci?c 
purchaser or shipping address. Thus, absent any overt indica 
tion otherWise, a merchant generally assumes that anyone 
using a credit card is authorized to do so and that a customer 
is Who he identi?es himself to be. 
[0004] An important step in combating fraud is accurate 
identi?cation of the computers through Which customers 
make transactions and associating such identities With trans 
actions Which arouse suspicions or Which ultimately turn out 
to be fraudulent. Basic machine identity is essential to the 
manner in Which the intemet operates. We speak in terms of 
“going” to a Web site. In reality, “going” to a Web site involves 
sending a request for a Web page ?le in a directory or folder on 
a computer located at a speci?c internet protocol, or IP, 
address. In order for the Web page ?le to be returned to the 
requesting computer for processing into a displayed “Web 
page”, the request must include return “directions” in the 
form of the basic identity of the requesting computer, includ 
ing its IP address. Some Web sites are implemented With 
softWare Which enables responses to Web page requests to be 
tailored to speci?cs of the requesting machine’s con?gura 
tion, speci?c Web broWser, and the like. For this reason, 
current versions of broWsers usually communicate con?gu 
ration information in addition to a return IP address and return 
path. 
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[0005] The IP address of a page requesting computer can 
give an indication of the speci?c country Where the computer 
is located. Further, identi?cation of a page-requesting com 
puter can also recognize a returning user using the same 
computer as during a previous access. For example, placing 
an HTTP (hypertext transfer protocol) “cookie” on a page 
requesting computer can make it possible to identify the 
computer on a later access. 

[0006] Because direct interaction With a customers com 
puter is essential in detecting fraud, it has been assumed that 
any viable fraud detection softWare must be integrated With a 
merchant’s softWare. As a result, most existing fraud detec 
tion solutions require merchants to either abandon or exten 
sively modify their existing Web-based transaction process 
ing softWare. An additional problem With focusing fraud 
detection at single merchants is that perpetrators of fraud 
often hit many merchants in an attempt to avoid or delay 
detection. Thus, an ideal system for fraud detection in online 
marketing Would only minimally affect the merchant’s exist 
ing software and Would route fraud detection efforts through 
a central, third-party entity serving a large multitude of mer 
chants. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] The present invention provides a process for collect 
ing data associated With a customer’s computer during access 
of a merchant, ?nancial, other host Web site, and associating 
a transaction identi?cation number With the data and With a 
transaction form of the merchant. Generally, the present 
invention captures machine identifying data from a computer 
or other digital appliance accessing a host Web site, sends the 
captured data to a machine data archive along With a unique 
transaction identi?cation string for storage in the archive and 
Writes the same transaction identi?cation string into a trans 
action form through Which transactions With the host Web site 
are conducted. The machine data is, thus, associated With the 
customer identi?cation data Within the transaction form by 
Way of the transaction identi?cation string and can be used 
on-the-?y or at a later time for a variety of purposes including, 
but not limited to, fraud detection. Although the term 
“archive” is used, the machine data collected need not be 
stored permanently. 
[0008] The machine data collection process of the present 
invention is intended to be employed in a variety of applica 
tions including, but not limited to: online purchases and 
orders; online banking, bill payment, and funds transfers; 
online registrations, such as for memberships, product War 
ranties, applications for credit, reneWal of subscriptions and 
licenses; online technical support; and the like. The term 
“transaction” is used in the present invention to describe an 
interaction effected betWeen a digital appliance and a host 
system. HoWever, the term “transaction” is not intended to be 
restricted to only commercial interactions involving pur 
chases. The term “transaction” is intended to apply to an 
interaction of a remote digital appliance With a host system 
using a relatively anonymous type of access process over a 
digital medium in Which some form of self-identi?cation of 
the accessing appliance is inherent in the access process and 
in Which the true identity of the accessing party, the true 
source address of the appliance on the medium, and/or the 
true machine characteristics of the accessing appliance is/ are 
essential or desirable to the interaction. 
[0009] The host entity Which operates the host system 
accessed is intended to encompass a commercial, ?nancial, 
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educational, governmental, associational, or other type of 
entity. The term “merchant” Will be used herein to refer to 
such a host entity Without intent to limit the present invention 
to commercial transactions. The medium of access is 
intended to be interpreted as including a global computer 
network such as the internet or World Wide Web, as Well as 
other types of netWorks Which may be less than global but 
Which are publicly and/ or anonymously accessible. The term 
“intemet” Will be used herein to refer to the medium through 
Which accesses to the host entity are made. The terms “cus 
tomer computer” or “machine” are used herein to refer to a 
device for effecting remote access to a host system over a 
digital medium and are meant to encompass not only conven 
tional types of personal computers, but also additional types 
of “digital appliances” With online access capabilities, such 
as: cell phones, personal digital assistant devices, electronic 
game systems, television sets With online access capabilities, 
Web appliances for vehicles, and any other type of device With 
online access capabilities Whether connected to a Wired com 
munications netWork directly or by a radiant technology. 
[0010] The machine data collection process of the present 
invention contemplates a tWo party process embodiment in 
Which a “merchant” processes and/or stores machine data 
pro?les of customer computers in-house, as Well as a three 
party process embodiment in Which machine data pro?les of 
customer computers are processed and/ or stored for the mer 
chant by a third-party machine data collection and archive 
service. 

[0011] In a tWo party embodiment of the data collection 
process of the present invention, the customer machine data is 
captured by a merchant or host system Which also generates a 
unique transaction identi?cation (ID) string and assigns or 
associates the transaction ID With a machine data pro?le of 
the customer machine data pro?le. In the tWo party process, 
the merchant system captures customer computer data Which 
is inherently passed from the customer computer to the mer 
chant’s Web site, such as an IP address of the customer com 
puter and an HTTP header. Additionally, according to the 
present invention, the merchant Web page code may have 
routines or calls for external routines Which, When processed 
by the customer computer, cause the customer computer to 
further identify itself by collecting and returning certain 
machine and softWare con?guration characteristics, Which 
can be used to identify the particular customer computer. The 
tWo party process may include the generation and setting of 
an HTTP cookie in the customer broWser for recognition 
upon a later access With the merchant Web site. 

[0012] Although the tWo -party embodiment of the machine 
data collection process of the present invention has utility for 
some applications, the three party embodiment is preferred 
for applications in Which analysis of a maximum number of 
customer computer pro?les is desirable, such as certain types 
of marketing processes and fraud detection and control pro 
cesses. In a three embodiment of the present invention, the 
customer machine data of computers accessing the second 
party or merchant Web site is communicated to and stored 
Within a third party system, referred to herein as a machine 
data archive service. In the three party process, the transaction 
ID could be generated by the merchant system, but is prefer 
ably generated by the archive service. The use of the term 
“archive” is not meant to indicate that the customer machine 
data pro?les are stored permanently Within the third party 
system. Permanent storage of such pro?les may not be prac 
tical, as far as yielding bene?cial results to the purposes for 

Jun. 5, 2008 

Which the pro?les are collected. Thus, the term “archive” is 
meant to indicate a central storage facility, such as a database, 
With a selected retention period, With purging of most pro?les 
after a certain length of time. 

[0013] In the three party process a routine or line of code is 
added into the hypertext markup language (HTML) code 
Which de?nes the merchant’s Web page, particularly an order 
or transaction form page. The added routine issues a request 
for a machine data collection (MDC) script to the third-party 
Web site When the form page code is processed by the cus 
tomer’s broWser. When the script request is received by the 
machine data archiving service (MDAS), the archive service 
generates a unique transaction identi?cation (TA/ID) and 
checks for its oWn cookie. If no MDAS cookie is present, the 
archive service sends a cookie to the requesting computer 
along With a machine data collection (MDC) script having the 
transaction ID embedded therein. The MDC script is 
executed by the customer’s broWser, causing collection of 
certain data from the customer’s computer Which is sent back 
to the archive service along With the transaction ID and stored 
in a machine data pro?le in the machine data archive. The 
transaction ID is Written into the transaction form, and When 
the transaction form is submitted to the merchant Web site, the 
transaction ID string becomes a part of the transaction data 
record, along With customer identi?cation, location, and 
?nancial information. 

[0014] The machine data initially collected and stored in 
each pro?le preferably includes the transaction ID, the appar 
ent IP address of the customers computer, a conventional 
HTTP header Which identi?es the customers broWser ver 
sions and certain con?guration aspects of the broWser, and the 
archive service’s cookie. The combination of such informa 
tion, minus the transaction ID, Will be relatively rare but may 
not be unique. Additionally, customers intent on conducting 
fraudulent transactions often hide their IP address behind 
HTTP proxies. In order to further narroW the machine pro?le, 
in a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the MDC 
script performs additional machine pro?ling operations: gen 
eration of a machine “?ngerprint” and a proxy “piercing” 
operation. 
[0015] In the ?ngerprint generation operation, the MDC 
script assembles an attribute string formed by various 
attributes or con?guration settings of the broWser Which can 
be queried by the script. The MDC script then performs a 
conversion process on the attribute string to generate a ?n 
gerprint string having content Which is a function of the 
original content of the attribute string. The conversion pro 
cess is preferably a “hashing” function Which is, in effect, an 
irreversible encryption algorithm. The generation of a con 
ventional checksum is one example of a type of hashing 
function. For example, if the attribute string is formed by 
alphanumeric characters, the conversion process is per 
formed on the string of codes representing the characters. The 
particular conversion process or hashing function used may 
be one of many types of conventional conversion algorithms 
or hashing functions, Which are typically used for data integ 
rity tests. The resulting string from the MDC conversion 
process is a so-called ?ngerprint, Which is returned to the 
archive service along With the transaction ID for storage in the 
machine pro?le. A time value, queried from the customer 
computer time-of-day clock, is returned With the ?ngerprint 
string and stored in conjunction thereWith. 
[0016] An HTTP proxy is one of several types of proxies 
through Which a broWser may be setup to operate. Setting up 
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an HTTP proxy causes HTTP requests to be relayed by a 
primary gateway, through which the computer actually inter 
faces to the internet, to a remote secondary gateway, or proxy, 
with an IP address different from the primary gateway IP 
address. Such redirection hides the true IP address of a com 
puter. The proxy piercing operation of the MDC script queries 
the customer computer for any LAN (local area network) 
address which may be assigned to the computer and reads the 
system time of day clock. Then attempts are made to send the 
LAN address, if any, the time value, and the transaction ID to 
the archive service using a protocol which will not be redi 
rected through the HTTP proxy, for example a lower level 
protocol such as TCP/IP or UDP protocols. If the attempt is 
successful, the message containing the time value, the trans 
action ID, and LAN address arrive at the archive service web 
site with the true return IP address of the customer computer, 
whether an HTTP proxy intervenes or not. The LAN address 
and IP address so derived are stored in the machine pro?le. It 
should be noted that the use of an HTTP proxy is not, of itself, 
an indication of fraud. However, the acquisition of an addi 
tional IP address is one more parameter with which to identify 
a particular computer. 
[0017] When, and if, the customer submits the transaction 
form to the merchant, the transaction ID string is communi 
cated to the merchant, along with other customer information 
such as name, address, credit card number and the like plus 
transaction information. The complete transaction record is 
stored on the merchant’s system and is associated with a 
speci?c machine identity pro?le within the archive service by 
way of the transaction ID string. Thereafter, the stored 
machine identity pro?les and transaction records of large 
numbers of transactions can be analyZed by various fraud 
detection techniques to detect patterns of fraud and fraud 
attempts and, preferably, identify and locate the sources of 
such activity. 
[0018] The machine data pro?les stored in the archive ser 
vice need not be combined with the customer identi?cation 
information for non-suspicious transactions, to thereby pre 
serve the privacy of non-suspicious customers within the 
machine data archive. However, the processes of the present 
invention do not require that the customer identi?cation infor 
mation be kept separated from any associated machine data 
pro?les, and there may be reasons to combine the associated 
records. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0019] FIG. 1 is a simpli?ed block diagram illustrating a 
plurality of customer and merchant computers interfaced to 
the intemet along with a machine data archiving service com 
puter for practicing the machine data collection process of the 
present invention. 
[0020] FIG. 2 is a simpli?ed block diagram illustrating 
connection of a customer computer to the internet, with 
optional components shown in phantom lines. 
[0021] FIG. 3 is a ?ow diagram illustrating principal steps 
of the machine data collection and archiving process accord 
ing to the present invention. 
[0022] FIG. 4 is a ?ow diagram illustrating more detailed 
steps of the machine data collection and archiving process 
according to the present invention. 
[0023] FIG. 5 is a ?ow diagram illustrating a still further 
detailed steps in the machine data collection and archiving 
process of the present invention. 
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[0024] Various objects and advantages of this invention 
will become apparent from the following description taken in 
relation to the accompanying drawings wherein are set forth, 
by way of illustration and example, certain embodiments of 
this invention. 
[0025] The drawings constitute a part of this speci?cation, 
include exemplary embodiments of the present invention, and 
illustrate various objects and features thereof. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0026] As required, detailed embodiments of the present 
invention are disclosed herein; however, it is to be understood 
that the disclosed embodiments are merely exemplary of the 
invention, which may be embodied in various forms. There 
fore, speci?c structural and functional details disclosed 
herein are not to be interpreted as limiting, but merely as a 
basis for the claims and as a representative basis for teaching 
one skilled in the art to variously employ the present invention 
in virtually any appropriately detailed structure. 
[0027] Referring to the drawings in more detail: 
[0028] The reference numeral 1 (FIG. 3) generally desig 
nates a process for online collection of machine identifying or 
pro?ling data of computers involved in commercial transac 
tions and for archiving such data to facilitate analysis for 
fraud detection purposes. The process collects machine iden 
tifying or pro?ling data of computers involved in commercial 
transactions and archives such data in a third-party machine 
data archive service in association with a transaction identi 
?cation string or ID which is also written into a transaction 
form of a merchant with whom the customer is conducting a 
transaction. 

[0029] FIG. 1 illustrates a plurality of host entities or mer 
chants with corresponding merchant computers 2, on which 
are operated merchant web sites 3 which are accessible over 
a global computer network, such as the internet 4, by a plu 
rality of customer computers 5. The merchant computers 2 
execute various programs which enable the sale of products 
or services by way of the intemet 4. The merchant web sites 
3 typically make use of form type web pages with which the 
customers 5 interact by ?lling in various data ?elds, for 
example, name, address, shipping address, telephone num 
ber, credit card type and number and expiration date, and 
description and quantities of products to be ordered. 
[0030] The merchant transaction forms are usually written 
in hypertext markup language (HTML) and may include 
requests for code written in other languages, such as Java and 
the like. When a customer 5 accesses a merchant’s transaction 
form, a transaction form ?le is communicated to the custom 
er’s computer with various data ?elds displayed as ?ll-in 
boxes or the like. The customer ?lls in the appropriate ?elds 
and selects a submit “button” which activates a routine to 
transfer the collected information back to the merchant web 
site 3 for processing. The returned “form” is a data record 6 
which is stored in a merchant transaction database 7 for 
retrieval and processing in due course to cause the ordered 
items to be gathered, packaged and prepared for shipment, 
along with ?nancial processing to debit the customer’s credit 
account. The ?nancial processing may include a validity 
check of the credit account and an authorization check for the 
amount of purchase with the credit card issuer. Additionally, 
inventory management processes are executed based on the 
items withdrawn from stock for shipment. 
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[0031] In a three party embodiment of the present inven 
tion, the process 1 makes use of an entity referred to herein as 
a machine data archiving service, MDAS or archive service, 
Which operates an archive service computer system 15, 
including an archive service Web site 16. The archive service 
system 15 maintains a machine data archive service database 
or archive 17 in Which the machine data collection pro?les 18 
from customer computers 5 of the merchants 2 are stored. The 
archive service Web site 16 is interfaced to the internet 4. The 
archive service 15 is preferably independent of the merchants 
and may be operated by a merchants’ association, a ?nancial 
institution or association thereof, or may be an independent 
contractor. Alternatively, it is conceivable that a merchant 
With a high volume of online sales could operate its oWn 
in-house machine data pro?le collection and archiving ser 
vice 15, for fraud detection or possibly for marketing pur 
poses. 

[0032] Referring to FIG. 2, a customer computer system 5 
includes a customer computer 20 interfaced to the internet 4 
by Way of a primary gateWay 22, as of an internet service 
provider (ISP). The computer 20 might be one of many on a 
local area netWork or LAN 24 Which includes a router or 

sWitch Which routes data from the internet 4 to the computers 
on the network. The computer 20 may communicate through 
the internet 4 by Way of a HTTP (hypertext transfer protocol) 
proxy 26, Which disguises the internet protocol (IP) address 
of the actual gateWay 22. The computer 20 accesses Web sites 
on the internet 4 using a customer Web broWser 28 Which 
processes HTML language and various other standard Web 
oriented languages to display or otherWise render the content 
of Web pages and interact thereWith. The broWser 28 is nor 
mally enabled to accept “cookies” 30 Which are stored in a 
cookie ?le. Cookies 30 are data strings Which are issued by 
Web sites and give an indication of a previous visit to a 
particular Web site and may indicate a particular con?gura 
tion or set of preferences of the customers setup of the com 
puter 20. Typically, the customer computer 20 has a time of 
day clock/calendar 32. 
[0033] The customer computer 20 may have a ?xed IP 
address, depending on the manner in Which it is interfaced to 
the internet. More commonly, the customer computer 20 Will 
have a temporary or dynamically as signed IP address Which is 
determined by the primary router 22. The primary router 22 
has an IP address, as do a router of a LAN 24 or an HTTP 

proxy 26 if either is present in the customers computer system 
5 

[0034] FIG. 3 illustrates the principal actions or steps of a 
general or basic process 34 of the process 1 for collecting 
machine identifying data from customer computers 5. At step 
35, at least one machine identifying pro?le parameter is cap 
tured upon access of a customer computer 5 or other online 
access device With a host or merchant Web site 3. A unique 
transaction identi?er or TA/ID is generated at 36 and associ 
ated at 37 With the captured pro?le parameter. The transaction 
ID is also associated at step 38 With a transaction record 
generated as a result of the interaction or transaction con 
ducted betWeen the customer computer 5 and a merchant Web 
site 3. Although not speci?cally shoWn in FIG. 3, the process 
34 may capture machine pro?le data that is passed from the 
customer computer 5 to the merchant computer 3 as an inher 
ent step of the customer computer 5 accessing the merchant 
computer 3 . Alternatively, the process 34 may pass routines to 
the customer computer 5 to cause it to “self-identify” itself by 
querying certain con?guration parameters and passing such 
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information to a machine pro?le stored either Within the 
merchant’s system 2 or in a third party archive 17. The process 
34, thus, encompasses a tWo-party embodiment or a three 
party embodiment of the machine data collection and 
archiving process 1 of the present invention. 
[0035] Referring particularly to FIG. 4, a more particular 
three party embodiment of the machine data collection and 
archiving process 1 begins at step 40 With the coding of a 
machine data collection (MDC) script request into the Web 
page code for a transaction form of a merchant Web site 3. 
When a customer 5 accesses the merchant transaction form at 
step 42, the customer broWser 28 processes the transaction 
page code, including the MDC script request, Which causes 
the MDC script request to be communicated to the archive 
service Web site 16 at step 44. The script request arrives at the 
archive service 15 With a set of customer machine parameters 
Which principally provide a return path for the MDC script 
from the archive service 15 to the customer 5. The customer 
machine parameter set preferably includes “user agent” infor 
mation, Which is the version of the customer broWser 28. 
[0036] At step 46, the archive service 15 generates a unique 
transaction ID string and associates it With the customer 
machine parameter set in the MDAS archive 17. At step 48, 
the archive service returns the MDC script, With the transac 
tion ID embedded Within it, to the customer broWser 28. At 
step 50, the customer broWser 28 processes the MDC script 
Which, at a minimum, Writes the transaction ID string into the 
merchant’s transaction form. Assuming that the customer 5 
completes the transaction and submits the transaction form to 
the merchant 2 at step 52, the transaction ID string is stored 
With the transaction data record 6 in the merchant transaction 
database 7. The transaction ID, thus, indirectly associates the 
machine data parameter set 18 stored in the MDAS archive 17 
at step 54 With the customer identity information stored With 
the transaction data record 6 in the merchant’s transaction 
database 7. Thereafter, quali?ed parties may access the 
MDAS archive 17 for information related to a transaction ID. 

[0037] The MDAS archive 17 need not contain any infor 
mation Which speci?cally identi?es a particular customer, 
only the machine parameter pro?les 18 With associated trans 
action ID strings. The MDAS archive records 18 can be 
analyZed in conjunction With the merchant transaction 
records for patterns of fraud or for other purposes. The great 
majority of MDAS archive records can be purged from the 
archive 17 after a selected period of time. Any records Which 
are associated With any transaction irregularities or suspi 
cions of actual fraud may be retained longer. 
[0038] FIG. 5 illustrates the principal steps of a preferred 
embodiment 60 of the machine data collection and archiving 
process 1 of the present invention. The process 60 begins With 
the addition at 62 of a machine data collection (MC) script to 
the transaction (TA) form page code of a merchant Web site 3. 
The transaction form page code is processed at 64 by a cus 
tomer broWser 28 When the merchant Web page is accessed to 
thereby request the MDC script at 66 from the Machine data 
archive service (MDAS) Web site 16. When the broWser 28 
accesses the MDAS Web site 16, requesting the MDC script, 
the MDAS Web site checks for the presence of an MDAS 
cookie at step 68. If no MDAS cookie is detected, an MDAS 
cookie is generated at 70 and a unique transaction identi?ca 
tion (TA/ID) string is generated at 72. The MDC script, trans 
action ID, and cookie, if not previously set, are returned at 74 
to the customer broWser 28, the transaction ID being embed 
ded Within the MDC script. 
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[0039] When the MDC script is received by the browser 28, 
it is executed at 76. The cookie is stored in the cookie ?le 30, 
or possibly in the memory of the customer computer 20. 
Execution of a preferred MDC script causes several actions to 
be performed. The MDC script Writes the transaction ID into 
the transaction form at step 78. The script can do this by either 
setting an existing variable of an appropriate name to the 
transaction ID string or by Writing an appropriate variable 
into the transaction form page and setting its value to the 
transaction ID string. Additionally, the preferred MDC script 
generates a “?ngerprint” of the customer computer 20 at step 
80 and attempts to perform a proxy piercing operation at step 
82. 

[0040] In generating the machine ?ngerprint at 80, the 
MDC script queries the broWser 28 for a number of attributes 
and settings and concatenates the results into an attribute 
string at 84. The MDC script then performs a hashing algo 
rithm on the attribute string at 80 to generate a ?ngerprint 
string Which has a high degree of uniqueness. Hashing func 
tions are irreversible encryption processes in Which the result 
is dependent on the original content of the data on Which the 
hashing algorithm is operated. Hashing functions are com 
monly used for data integrity checking. As previously stated, 
a common checksum is the result of a type of hashing func 
tion. The particular hashing function employed preferably 
maximiZes the uniqueness of the resulting ?ngerprint. 
[0041] At step 86, the customer computer clock 32 is que 
ried for a current time value. At step 88, the ?ngerprint, the 
transaction ID, and the time value are communicated to the 
MDAS Web site 16 along With an HTTP header With cookie 
and “apparent” IP address, all of Which are stored as a 
machine data pro?le 18 Within the MDAS archive 17. 
[0042] At step 90, the MDC script adds a proxy piercer 
request to the transaction form Which, When executed by the 
broWser 28 at step 92, sends a request for a proxy piercer 
applet or code to the MDAS Web site 16. When the proxy 
piercer applet/ code is executed by the broWser 28 at 94, a time 
value from the clock 32 is again queried at 96 and any existing 
local area netWork (LAN) address is queried at 98. At step 
100, the proxy piercer applet/code sends the time value, the 
LAN address (if any), and the transaction ID to the MDAS 
Web site 16 by a protocol Which bypasses any existing HTTP 
proxy 26. The protocol used is one Which is at a loWer level 
than HTTP, such as UDP (user datagram protocol) or, pref 
erably, TCP/IP (transmission control protocol/internet proto 
col). 
[0043] Bypassing the HTTP proxy 26 causes the data sent 
in step 100 to arrive at the MDAS Web site 16 With the IP 
address of the primary gateWay 22, Which may be different 
from any apparent IP address previously recorded if an HTTP 
proxy 26 intervenes. If the proxy piercer procedure 82 is 
successful, the primary gateWay IP address is stored at step 
102 Within the machine data pro?le 18 identi?ed by the trans 
action ID. It should be noted that some types of proxies, such 
as some types of ?reWalls, may block all non-HTTP protocol 
packets, so that the proxy piercer procedure 82 might not be 
successful in all cases. 

[0044] If the customer completes the transaction With the 
merchant Web site 3, the transaction form is submitted at step 
104, Which causes the transaction record 6, including the 
transaction IID, to be stored at step 106 in the merchant 
database 7 for processing. 
[0045] Following are examples of code for an MDC script, 
as from steps 40 or 62. Assuming the machine data archiving 
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service or MDAS Web site 16 has the ?ctional URL (uniform 
resource locator) example-url.net and a speci?c merchant has 
a merchant identi?er MMM, a line of HTML code is added at 
step 40 to the transaction form of merchant MMM betWeen 
the <form> and </form> HTML tags Which has the form: 

[0046] <script srcIhttps://WWW.example-url.net/s/ 
?MMM></script>-; 
[0047] When the customer broWser 28 processes the trans 
action form at step 42, it requests a script ?le from the source 
URL: http s : / / WWW. example-url .net/ s/ ?MMM. 

[0048] At step 44, the customer Web broWser 28 requests 
the MDC script by Way of the HTTP protocol. The HTTP 
request includes the merchant ID the user agent (broWser 
version), the IP address of the customer’s HTTP proxy, and 
any HTTP cookies previously sent to the customer by WWW. 
example-url.net. Upon receiving this information, the archive 
service 16 records this information in a machine data record 
Which also includes the transaction ID. 

[0049] Upon receiving the ?le request, the archive service 
16 generates a unique transaction ID (represented beloW as 
ZZZ) at step 46 to be associated With the transaction and the 
machine parameter set. An exemplary transaction ID is a 
string of 24 letters and digits. The ?rst eight digits form a time 
stamp Which is a hexadecimal representation of the seconds 
elapsed since midnight Jan. 1, 1970 UTC (coordinated uni 
versal time). 
[0050] In the preferred embodiment of the process 1, the 
MDC script is Written in an ECMAScript compliant lan 
guage, such as JavaScript, J Script, or VBScript. A JavaScript 
version of the MDC script is as folloWs (linebreaks and inden 
tations added for clarity): 

document.Write(“<input nalne=transactionid type=hidden 
value=ZZZ>; 
d=neW Date( ); 
t=3600*d.getHours( )+60*d.getMi— nutes( )+d.getSeconds( ); 
document.Write(“<img height=l Width=l 

[0051] The exemplary MDC script includes the unique 
transaction ID value in several places. When the script 
executes on the customer computer 20, it Writes HTML code 
into the merchant’s order form. Speci?cally: 
[0052] l) The script adds a hidden variable called “transac 
tion” ID to the merchant’s transaction form and assigns it the 
value of the transaction ID (ZZZ). When the transaction form 
is submitted, the merchant receives the transaction ID and can 
associate it With the transaction data record. 

[0053] 2) The script computes the seconds elapsed since 
midnight on the clock 32 and Writes a request for a 1 pixel by 
1 pixel image. Included in the request is the transaction ID and 
the time value. When the request executes, this data is sent 
back to the archive service 16 and recorded With the transac 
tion ID in the MDAS archive 17. 

[0054] 3) The script adds a request for a program located at 
the archive service Web site 16 Which, in this example, is a 
Java applet. The applet doWnloads to the customer computer 
20 from the archive service 16 and executes, appearing as a 1 
pixel by 1 pixel image on the transaction form. The transac 
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tion ID is passed to the program as a parameter speci?ed in the 
script. The program performs three tasks: 
[0055] a) it calculates TTT, the seconds elapsed since mid 
night on the system clock 32; 
[0056] b) it calculates AAA, the address of the customer 20 
on its oWn local area network 24; and 
[0057] c) it sends this data back to the archive service 16 via 
TCP/IP, by requesting the folloWing URL: 
[0058] http://WWW.example-url.net/d/ 
?i:ZZZ&t:TTT&a:AAA 
[0059] The archive service 16 receives the message Which 
includes the parameters TTT, AAA, and ZZZ. The message 
also includes the IP address of the sender. This address is the 
customer’s actual IP address, Which in some cases is different 
from the HTTP proxy IP address. The archive service 16 
records this information in the MDAS archive 17 and associ 
ates it With the transaction ID ZZZ. 
[0060] The machine data collection and archiving process 1 
of the present invention has been described With a particular 
application in fraud detection. HoWever, it is foreseen that the 
techniques of the present invention have a Wider application, 
as for marketing or computer support purposes, or other func 
tions. While the process 1 has been described With reference 
to the intemet 4 or World Wide Web, it is also conceivable that 
the process 1 could be employed on computer netWorks of 
less than global expanse, such as a large intranet, a national or 
regional netWork, or the like. 
[0061] Therefore, it is to be understood that While certain 
forms of the present invention have been illustrated and 
described herein, the present invention is not intended to be 
limited to the speci?c forms, arrangement of parts, sequence 
of steps, or particular applications described and shoWn. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A process for collecting machine identifying informa 

tion associated With a digital online access device used for 
accessing a host computer system over a digital netWork, said 
host computer system generating an interaction record of an 
access thereWith by said access device, and said process com 
prising: 

capturing a machine ?ngerprint that identi?es said access 
device accessing said host computer system Wherein 
said machine ?ngerprint comprises a hashed attribute 
string that is a concatenation of attributes associated 
With said access device; 

generating an interaction identi?cation string upon said 
access device accessing said host computer system; 

associating said interaction identi?cation string With said 
machine ?ngerprint; and 

associating said interaction identi?cation string With said 
interaction record generated upon said access device 
accessing said host computer system. 

2. A process as set forth in claim 1 further comprising 
capturing a digital address of said access device on said 
digital netWork. 

3. A process as set forth in claim 1 Wherein said hashed 
attribute string comprises a con?guration setting of said 
access device. 

4. A process as set forth in claim 1 further comprising: 
communicating a self-identi?cation routine to said access 

device upon said access device accessing said host com 
puter system; 

said access device executing said self-identi?cation rou 

tine; 
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said self-identi?cation routine querying a con?guration 
setting of said access device to derive said machine 
?ngerprint; and 

said self-identi?cation routine communicating said 
machine ?ngerprint to a remote location for association 
With said interaction identi?cation string. 

5. A process as set forth in claim 1 further comprising: 

said host system operating a host Web site including an 
interaction page generated by interaction page code pro 
cessed by said access device upon accessing said host 
Web site; and 

coding, Within said interaction code, a self-identi?cation 
routine Which causes said access device to communicate 
said machine ?ngerprint When said access device pro 
cesses said interaction page code. 

6. A process as set forth in claim 3 further comprising 
coding said self-identi?cation routine in such a manner that 
said machine ?ngerprint and said interaction identi?cation 
string are communicated to a third party Web site at Which 
said machine ?ngerprint and said interaction identi?cation 
string are stored. 

7. A process for identifying a customer computer involved 
in an online transaction betWeen a customer using a customer 
broWser operating on said customer computer and a merchant 
operating a merchant Web site, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

capturing a machine ?ngerprint of a customer computer 
upon said customer computer accessing said merchant 
Web site Wherein said machine ?ngerprint comprises a 
hashed attribute string associated With one or more 
attributes of said customer computer; 

generating a transaction identi?cation string and associat 
ing said string With said machine ?ngerprint; 

storing said machine ?ngerprint and said transaction iden 
ti?cation string in a machine data archive; 

upon said customer completing a transaction through said 
merchant Web site, storing said transaction identi?cation 
string With a transaction record formed during said 
transaction to thereby associate said machine ?ngerprint 
With said transaction record through said transaction 
identi?cation string. 

8. A process as set forth in claim 7 further comprising 
capturing an IP address of said customer computer. 

9. A process as set forth in claim 7 Wherein said machine 
?ngerprint comprises a con?guration setting of said customer 
computer. 

10. A process as set forth in claim 7 comprising commu 
nicating said machine ?ngerprint and said transaction identi 
?cation string to a third party Web site for storage. 

11. A process as set forth in claim 7 further comprising 
causing said customer computer to communicate said 
machine ?ngerprint and said transaction identi?cation string 
to a third party Web site for storage. 

12. A process as set forth in claim 7 further comprising: 

communicating a self-identi?cation routine to said cus 
tomer computer upon said customer computer accessing 
said merchant Web site; 

said customer computer executing said self-identi?cation 
routine; 

said self-identi?cation routine querying a con?guration 
setting of said customer computer to derive said machine 
?ngerprint; and 
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said self-identi?cation routine communicating said 
machine ?ngerprint to a remote location for association 
With said interaction identi?cation string. 

13. A process as set forth in claim 12 further comprising 
coding said self-identi?cation routine in such a manner that 
said machine ?ngerprint and said interaction identi?cation 
string are communicated to a third party Web site at Which 
said pro?le parameter and said interaction identi?cation 
string are stored. 

14.A process as set forth in claim 12 Wherein said querying 
step further comprises: 

querying said customer broWser for a plurality of con?gu 
ration settings; 
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forming an attribute string from said plurality of con?gu 
ration settings; and 

hashing said attribute string to form said machine ?nger 
print of said customer computer. 

15.A process as set forth in claim 12 Wherein said customer 
computer accesses said merchant Web site by Way of a proxy, 
and said communicating step further comprises communicat 
ing said machine ?ngerprint and said transaction identi?ca 
tion string to said remote location using a protocol Which 
bypasses said proxy. 


