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INITIAL IMPRESSION ANALYSIS TOOL FOR 
AN ONLINE DATING SERVICE 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0001] The present invention relates generally to online 
search services, and more particularly, but not exclusively, to 
various embodiments for enabling selection and display of 
initial impression attributes of online search results, such as 
an online dating search. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] Dating services are noW so popular that by at least 
one study for the given year, over tWenty-six percent of all 
Internet users in the United States have visited a personals 
Website. Part of the reason may be that online dating may 
appear to be a natural extension of Where people are at this 
point in time. That is, many people today, have personal 
computers, or at least access to a personal computer. More 
over, virtually everyone Wants to fall in love. Thus, it is natural 
to merge these tWo things. As such, online dating services 
may appear as the World’s biggest singles bar. Except that it 
can be done in the privacy of one’ s oWn home Where time may 
be taken to read about another person and get to knoW them 
through email, phone, and the like, before ever going on an 
actual date. 
[0003] While online dating has made it much easier to 
‘screen’ potential partners, it remains a complicated and 
sometimes overwhelming activity. A user of such online dat 
ing services must often revieW large quantities of information 
about the assets, interests, and background material for 
numerous candidates. Much of this information may be orga 
niZed based on general Web standards, or hoW the online 
dating service might prefer to display it. HoWever, just as each 
potential partner may be different, so too, is What a user might 
Want to knoW about the potential partner. Therefore, it is With 
respect to these considerations and others that the present 
invention has been made. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0004] Non-limiting and non-exhaustive embodiments of 
the present invention are described With reference to the fol 
loWing draWings. In the draWings, like reference numerals 
refer to like parts throughout the various ?gures unless oth 
erWise speci?ed. 
[0005] For a better understanding of the present invention, 
reference Will be made to the folloWing Detailed Description 
of the Invention, Which is to be read in association With the 
accompanying draWings, Wherein: 
[0006] FIG. 1 shoWs a block diagram illustrating one 
embodiment of an environment for practicing the invention; 
[0007] FIG. 2 shoWs one embodiment of a server device 
that may be included in a system implementing the invention; 
[0008] FIG. 3 illustrates a logical ?oW diagram generally 
shoWing one embodiment of a process for managing a selec 
tion and display of initial impression attributes for a search 
result; 
[0009] FIG. 4 illustrates a logical ?oW diagram shoWing 
one embodiment of a process for selecting for display initial 
impression attributes for use in providing an initial ?rst 
impression of a search result; 
[0010] FIG. 5 illustrate one embodiment of a screen shot of 
an online dating pro?le With initial impression attributes; and 

May 22, 2008 

[0011] FIGS. 6 and 7A-7B illustrate various embodiments 
of screen shots for use in modifying the set of initial attributes 
for use in providing an initial ?rst impression of a search 
result. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0012] The present invention noW Will be described more 
fully hereinafter With reference to the accompanying draW 
ings, Which form a part hereof, and Which shoW, by Way of 
illustration, speci?c embodiments by Which the invention 
may be practiced. This invention may, hoWever, be embodied 
in many different forms and should not be construed as lim 
ited to the embodiments set forth herein; rather, these embodi 
ments are provided so that this disclosure Will be thorough 
and complete, and Will fully convey the scope of the invention 
to those skilled in the art. Among other things, the present 
invention may be embodied as methods or devices. Accord 
ingly, the present invention may take the form of an entirely 
hardWare embodiment, an entirely softWare embodiment or 
an embodiment combining softWare and hardWare aspects. 
The folloWing detailed description is, therefore, not to be 
taken in a limiting sense. 
[0013] Throughout the speci?cation and claims, the fol 
loWing terms take the meanings explicitly associated herein, 
unless the context clearly dictates otherWise. The phrase “in 
one embodiment” as used herein does not necessarily refer to 
the same embodiment, though it may. As used herein, the term 
“or” is an inclusive “or” operator, and is equivalent to the term 
“and/or,” unless the context clearly dictates otherwise. The 
term “based on” is not exclusive and alloWs for being based 
on additional factors not described, unless the context clearly 
dictates otherWise. In addition, throughout the speci?cation, 
the meaning of “a,” “an,” and “the” include plural references. 
The meaning of “in” includes “in” and “on.” 
[0014] Brie?y stated, the present invention is directed 
toWards managing a display of initial impression attributes, 
sometimes called ?rst impression attributes. In one embodi 
ment, the initial impression attributes may be employed 
Within a search context. For example, a user may be presented 
With search criteria from Which to perform the search. In one 
embodiment, the search is performed Within a context of 
online dating services. HoWever, the invention is not so lim 
ited, and other types of contexts may be employed. For 
example, a display of initial impression attributes during a 
broWsing context for merchandise, social netWorking groups 
to join, employment, or any of a variety of other contexts 
Where a user may Want to perform a quick comparison of a 
result’s attributes. 
[0015] The user may select to perform a search, perform 
broWsing, or modify the set of initial impression attributes to 
be displayed. If the user does not select a set of initial impres 
sion attributes, a default set may be provided. In one embodi 
ment, the user may, at virtually any time, modify the dis 
played set of initial impression attributes. In one 
embodiment, the set of initial impression attributes may be 
persistent, that is, until the user selects to modify them. In one 
embodiment, the set of initial impression attributes is a subset 
of attributes selected from Within the search criteria, or other 
analysis criteria. In one embodiment, When a result of the 
search (or other analysis, or broWsing) is displayed, the set of 
initial impression attributes may be displayed in a prominent 
location such that the user may quickly revieW the initial 
impression attributes and make a decision based, in part, on 
the initial impression attributes, rather than having to examine 



US 2008/0120277 A1 

additional details about the displayed results or open another 
page for more detail. In another embodiment, a mechanism 
may be provided to enable selectively displaying of the initial 
impression attributes. 
[0016] In one embodiment, the set of initial impression 
attributes may be also be provided to the user through a 
variety of contexts, including in close proximity to an email 
thread, Within an email that may include potential search 
results, or any of a variety of other contexts. Thus, for 
example, in one embodiment, When a user is participating in 
a threaded online conversation, the set of initial impression 
attributes may be displayed or made readily available for 
display to the user, such as through a hyperlink to the set of 
initial impression attributes. 

Illustrative Operating Environment 

[0017] FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of an environ 
ment in Which the present invention may operate. HoWever, 
not all of these components may be required to practice the 
invention, and variations in the arrangement and type of the 
components may be made Without departing from the spirit or 
scope of the invention. 
[0018] As shoWn in the ?gure, system 100 includes client 
devices 102-104, netWork 105, Wireless netWork 110, and 
online search server (OSS) 106. Network 105 is in commu 
nication With and enables communication betWeen each of 
client devices 102-103 and OSS 106. Wireless netWork 110 is 
in communication With netWork 105 and enables communi 
cation betWeen client device 104 and, by Way of netWork 105, 
client devices 102-103 and OSS 106. 
[0019] Generally, client devices 102-104 may include vir 
tually any computing device capable of receiving and sending 
a message over a netWork, such as netWork 105, Wireless 
netWork 110, or the like, to and from another computing 
device, such as OSS 106, each other, or the like. The set of 
such devices may include devices that typically connect using 
a Wired communications medium such as personal comput 
ers, multiprocessor systems, microprocessor-based or pro 
grammable consumer electronics, netWork PCs, and the like. 
The set of such devices may also include devices that typi 
cally connect using a Wireless communications medium such 
as cell phones, smart phones, pagers, Walkie talkies, radio 
frequency (RF) devices, infrared (IR) devices, CBs, inte 
grated devices combining one or more of the preceding 
devices, or virtually any mobile device, and the like. Simi 
larly, client devices 102-104 also may be any computing 
device that is capable of connecting using a Wired or Wireless 
communication medium such as a PDA, POCKET PC, laptop 
computer, Wearable computer, mobile phone and any other 
device that is equipped to communicate over a Wired and/or 
Wireless communication medium. 
[0020] Client devices 102-104 may include a broWser 
application that is con?gured to receive and to send Web 
pages, Web-based messages, and the like. The broWser appli 
cation may be con?gured to receive and display graphics, 
text, multimedia, and the like, employing virtually any Web 
based language, including Standard Generalized Markup 
Language (SMGL), HyperText Markup Language (HTML), 
eXtensible Markup Language (XML), and so forth. 
[0021] Client devices 102-104 may further include a client 
application that enables it to perform a variety of other 
actions, including, communicating a message, such as 
through a Short Message Service (SMS), Multimedia Mes 
sage Service (MMS), instant messaging (IM), internet relay 
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chat (IRC), Mardam-Bey’s IRC (mIRC), Jabber, and the like, 
betWeen itself and another computing device. The broWser 
application, and/or another application, such as the client 
application, a plug-in application, and the like, may enable 
client devices 102-104 to communicate content to another 
computing device. 
[0022] Client device 104 represents one embodiment of a 
computing device that is con?gured to be portable. Thus, 
client device 104 may include virtually any portable comput 
ing device capable of connecting to another computing device 
and receiving information. Such devices include portable 
devices such as, cellular telephones, smart phones, display 
pagers, radio frequency (RF) devices, infrared (IR) devices, 
Personal Digital Assistants (PDAs), handheld computers, 
laptop computers, Wearable computers, tablet computers, 
integrated devices combining one or more of the preceding 
devices, and the like. As such, client device 104 typically 
ranges Widely in terms of capabilities and features. For 
example, a cell phone may have a numeric keypad and a feW 
lines of monochrome LCD display on Which only text may be 
displayed. In another example, a Web-enabled remote device 
may have a touch sensitive screen, a stylus, and several lines 
of color LCD display in Which both text and graphics may be 
displayed. Moreover, the Web-enabled remote device may 
include a broWser application enabled to receive and to send 
Wireless application protocol messages (WAP), and the like. 
In one embodiment, the broWser application is enabled to 
employ a Handheld Device Markup Language (HDML), 
Wireless Markup Language (WML), WMLScript, JavaS 
cript, XML, and the like, to display and send a message. 
[0023] Client device 104 also may include at least one 
client application that is con?gured to receive content from 
another computing device. The client application may 
include a capability to provide and receive textual content, 
graphical content, audio content, and the like. The client 
application may further provide information that identi?es 
itself, including a type, capability, name, and the like. In one 
embodiment, client device 104 may uniquely identify itself 
through any of a variety of mechanisms, including a phone 
number, Mobile Identi?cation Number (MIN), an electronic 
serial number (ESN), Mobile Subscriber Integrated Services 
Digital NetWork (MS-ISDN), or other mobile device identi 
?er. 

[0024] Client device 104 may also be con?gured to com 
municate a message, such as through a SMS, MMS, IM, IRC, 
mIRC, Jabber, and the like, betWeen itself and another com 
puting device, such as OSS 106, or the like. HoWever, the 
present invention is not limited to these message protocols, 
and virtually any other message protocol may be employed. 
[0025] Client devices 102-104 may be further con?gured to 
enable a user to participate in an online dating service, man 
age personal user information associated With the online dat 
ing service, and the like, Which may in turn be saved at a 
location, such as OSS 106, and the like. Client devices 102 
104 may also be con?gured to enable a user to perform any of 
a variety of other searches, beyond online dating searches. As 
such, client devices 102-104 may further include a client 
application that is con?gured to manage various actions on 
behalf of the client device. For example, the client application 
may enable a user to interact With the broWser application, 
email application, and the like, to manage their online dating 
information, or other search information. For example, Within 
online dating search contexts, the user may employ the client 
application, in part, to create a user pro?le, participate in an 
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online dating personality analysis, such as a personality type 
and love styles test, a relationship test, and the like. The client 
application may further enable the user to receive and interact 
With results of a search that is based, at least in part, on the 
user’ s input to the online dating service. Moreover, the client 
application further enables the user to interact With the online 
dating service results of the search, and to provide actions that 
may then be used to automatically revise the search results. 
Such interactions may include skipping various candidate 
pro?les, selecting for viewing a candidate’s pro?le, saving a 
candidate’s pro?le, or other personaliZed actions. 
[0026] The client application may also enable the user to 
receive and modify a set of initial impression attributes or ?rst 
impression attributes associated With the search. Such initial 
impression attributes may then be displayed in conjunction 
With a search results. By enabling the user to select and vieW 
those initial impression attributes of particular interest to the 
user, the user is enabled to quickly determine Whether the 
search result is of interest. The set of initial impression 
attributes may be selectively displayed, such that they may be 
alWays visible With the search results, visible after the user 
specially selects to vieW it, visible only on a search result 
having a prede?ned relevancy rating, or even any combina 
tion of these factors. Others selection criteria may also be 
employed to determine When to display the initial impression 
attributes, Without departing from the scope of the invention. 
[0027] Wireless netWork 110 is con?gured to couple client 
device 104 and its components With netWork 105. Wireless 
netWork 1 10 may include any of a variety of Wireless sub 
netWorks that may further overlay stand-alone ad-hoc net 
Works, and the like, to provide an infrastructure-oriented con 
nection for client device 104. Such sub-netWorks may include 
mesh netWorks, Wireless LAN (WLAN) netWorks, cellular 
netWorks, and the like. 
[0028] Wireless netWork 110 may further include an 
autonomous system of terminals, gateWays, routers, and the 
like connected by Wireless radio links, and the like. These 
connectors may be con?gured to move freely and randomly 
and organiZe themselves arbitrarily, such that the topology of 
Wireless netWork 110 may change rapidly. 
[0029] Wireless netWork 110 may further employ a plural 
ity of access technologies including 2nd (2G), 2.5G, 3rd (3G) 
generation radio access for cellular systems, WLAN, Wire 
less Router (WR) mesh, and the like. Access technologies 
such as 2G, 2.5G, 3G, and future access netWorks may enable 
Wide area coverage for mobile devices, such as client device 
104 With various degrees of mobility. For example, Wireless 
netWork 110 may enable a radio connection through a radio 
netWork access such as Global System for Mobil communi 
cation (GSM), General Packet Radio Services (GPRS), 
Enhanced Data GSM Environment (EDGE), Wideband Code 
Division Multiple Access (WCDMA), and the like. In 
essence, Wireless netWork 110 may include virtually any 
Wireless communication mechanism by Which information 
may travel betWeen client device 104 and another computing 
device, netWork, and the like. 
[0030] NetWork 105 is con?gured to couple OSS 106 and 
its components With other computing devices, including, cli 
ent devices 102-103, and through Wireless netWork 110, cli 
ent device 104. NetWork 105 is enabled to employ any form of 
computer readable media for communicating information 
from one electronic device to another. Also, netWork 105 can 
include the Internet in addition to local area netWorks 
(LANs), Wide area netWorks (WANs), direct connections, 
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such as through a universal serial bus (U SB) port, other forms 
of computer-readable media, or any combination thereof. On 
an interconnected set of LANs, including those based on 
differing architectures and protocols, a router acts as a link 
betWeen LANs, enabling messages to be sent from one to 
another. Also, communication links Within LANs typically 
include tWisted Wire pair or coaxial cable, While communi 
cation links betWeen netWorks may utiliZe analog telephone 
lines, full or fractional dedicated digital lines including T1, 
T2, T3, and T4, Integrated Services Digital NetWorks (IS 
DNs), Digital Subscriber Lines (DSLs), Wireless links includ 
ing satellite links, or other communications links knoWn to 
those skilled in the art. Furthermore, remote computers and 
other related electronic devices could be remotely connected 
to either LANs or WANs via a modem and temporary tele 
phone link. In essence, netWork 105 includes any communi 
cation method by Which information may travel betWeen 
computing devices. 
[0031] Additionally, communication media typically 
embodies computer-readable instructions, data structures, 
program modules, or other data in a modulated data signal 
such as a carrier Wave, data signal, or other transport mecha 
nism and includes any information delivery media. The terms 
“modulated data signal,” and “carrier-Wave signal” includes a 
signal that has one or more of its characteristics set or changed 
in such a manner as to encode information, instructions, data, 
and the like, in the signal. By Way of example, communica 
tion media includes Wired media such as tWisted pair, coaxial 
cable, ?ber optics, Wave guides, and other Wired media and 
Wireless media such as acoustic, RF, infrared, and other Wire 
less media. 
[0032] One embodiment of OSS 106 is described in more 
detail beloW in conjunction With FIG. 2. Brie?y, hoWever, 
OSS 106 may include any computing device capable of con 
necting to netWork 105 to enable a user of at least one of client 
devices 102-104 to manage their searching activities and 
related set of initial impression attributes. Devices that may 
operate as OSS 106 include personal computers desktop com 
puters, multiprocessor systems, microprocessor-based or 
programmable consumer electronics, netWork PCs, servers, 
and the like. 
[0033] It is noted that While FIG. 1 illustrates a single 
computing device operable as OSS 106, the invention is not so 
limited. For example, the actions attributable to OSS 106 may 
be distributed across multiple computing devices, such as a 
group of servers, a netWork cluster, and the like, Without 
departing from the scope or spirit of the invention. 

Illustrative Server Environment 

[0034] FIG. 2 shoWs one embodiment of a server device, 
according to one embodiment of the invention. Server device 
200 may include many more components than those shoWn. 
The components shoWn, hoWever, are su?icient to disclose an 
illustrative embodiment for practicing the invention. Server 
device 200 may be employed as one embodiment of OSS 106 
of FIG. 1. 
[0035] Server device 200 includes processing unit 212, and 
a mass memory, all in communication With each other via bus 
222. The mass memory generally includes RAM 216, ROM 
232, and one or more permanent mass storage devices, such 
as hard disk drive 228, tape drive, optical drive, and/or ?oppy 
disk drive. The mass memory stores operating system 220 for 
controlling the operation of server 102. Any general-purpose 
operating system may be employed. Basic input/output sys 
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tem (“BIOS”) 218 is also provided for controlling the loW 
level operation of server 102. As illustrated in FIG. 2, server 
device 200 also can communicate With the Internet, or some 
other communications network, such as netWork 105 in FIG. 
1, via netWork interface unit 210, Which is constructed for use 
With various communication protocols including the TCP/IP 
protocol. Network interface unit 210 is sometimes knoWn as 
a transceiver, transceiving device, netWork interface card 
(NIC), and the like. 
[0036] Server device 200 may also include an SMTP han 
dler application for transmitting and receiving email. Server 
device 200 may also include an HTTP handler application for 
receiving and handing HTTP requests, and an HTTPS han 
dler application for handling secure connections. The HTTPS 
handler application may initiate communication With an 
external application in a secure fashion. 

[0037] Server device 200 also includes input/output inter 
face 224 for communicating With external devices, such as a 
mouse, keyboard, scanner, or other input devices not shoWn in 
FIG. 2. LikeWise, server device 200 may further include addi 
tional mass storage facilities such as hard disk drive 228. Hard 
disk drive 228 is utiliZed by server 102 to store, among other 
things, application programs, databases, and the like. 
[0038] The mass memory as described above illustrates 
another type of computer-readable media, namely computer 
storage media. Computer storage media may include volatile, 
nonvolatile, removable, and non-removable media imple 
mented in any method or technology for storage of informa 
tion, such as computer readable instructions, data structures, 
program modules, or other data. Examples of computer stor 
age media include RAM, ROM, EEPROM, ?ash memory or 
other memory technology, CD-ROM, digital versatile disks 
(DVD) or other optical storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic 
tape, magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, 
or any other medium Which can be used to store the desired 
information and Which can be accessed by a computing 
device. 
[0039] The mass memory also stores program code and 
data. One or more applications 250 are loaded into mass 
memory and run on operating system 220. Examples ofappli 
cation programs include email programs, schedulers, calen 
dars, Web services, transcoders, database programs, Word 
processing programs, spreadsheet programs, and so forth. 
Mass storage may further include applications such as Online 
Search & initial Attribute Manager (OSAM) 252. 
[0040] OSAM 252 enables a user to manage their online 
search information, communicate With other users, and non 
users, and to generally pursue online search activities. OSAM 
252 provides a variety of features to enable a user of a client 
device to participate in the online search experience. In one 
embodiment, OSAM 252 is con?gured to automatically 
modify, for example, an online service’s search results based 
on personaliZation inputs. 
[0041] For example, in an online dating service context, 
OSAM 252 may enable a user to provide information about 
him/her self by ansWering a series of questions, including 
questions about their personality and relationship compat 
ibilities, and optionally other social aspects associated With 
the user. In one embodiment, OSAM 252 may enable the user 
to take various tests. The results of these tests may be 
employed in the search for candidates of a potentially long 
term relationship With the user. For example, OSAM 252 may 
alloW the user to participate in a personality type and love 
style test or in a relationship test. HoWever, the invention is 
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not so limited, and other tests may be employed Without 
departing from the scope or spirit of the invention. Moreover, 
in different search contexts, such as, for example, employ 
ment searches, similar types of information, questions, test 
ing, or the like, may also be provided by OSAM 252. In 
addition, OSAM 252 may employ additional information 
about the user, user’s activities, relationships, or the like, to 
perform the search for the user. 

[0042] OSAM 252 may further alloW the user to select from 
a list of various criteria from Which to perform a search. For 
example, Within the online dating search contexts, the list of 
various criteria may include various features the user may 
prefer, such as height, Weight, hair color, a smoking prefer 
ence, a drinking preference, interests, political interests, reli 
gious interests, education, employment, or virtually any of a 
number of other possible online dating criteria. In one 
embodiment, OSAM 252 may alloW the user to identify one 
or more of the various criteria as “must have” criteria. Thus, 
for example, the user may decide that the results of the search 
must include only non-smokers, or the like. 
[0043] OSAM 252 may employ the results of the selected 
search criteria and, if available, testing inputs, to generate a 
set of uni?ed search criteria. The uni?ed search criteria may 
then be employed to perform a search on one or more data 
stores to identify possible results matching, or most closely 
matching the provided uni?ed search criteria. 
[0044] Because there may a large number of criteria 
employed by OSAM 252 in performing the search, OSAM 
252 further provides the user With a subset of the search 
criteria from Which the user may display as a set of initial 
impression attributes. In one embodiment, the set of initial 
impression attributes may be determined for the user by 
OSAM 252, as described in more detail beloW. In one 
embodiment, the user may select the set of initial impression 
attributes. Such attributes may then be selectively displayed 
in conjunction With each search result, be selectively dis 
played by the user for a given search result, or the like, based 
on any of a variety of criteria. Embodiments of screen shots of 
interfaces useable in customizing the set of initial impression 
attributes to be selectively displayed are described in more 
detail beloW in conjunction With FIGS. 6, and 7A-7B. 

[0045] In some searches, a resulting pro?le may be associ 
ated With its oWn search criteria. For example, With respect to 
online dating searches, the potential candidate may have pref 
erences that that person seeks. For example, the potential 
candidate may be seeking a person that loves children, loves 
pets, or any of a variety of other preferences, must haves, or 
the like. Thus, in one embodiment, OSAM 252 enables a 
selective display of the initial impression attributes to also 
include a corresponding set of attribute criteria for the search 
result. Thus, in one embodiment, OSAM 252 may display 
tWo dimensions of information about each topic, information 
describing the search result (sometimes called the poster), 
and information associated With that Which the poster seeks. 
By displaying both perspectives, the search user is provided 
With the ?exibility to simultaneously check the attributes the 
user seeks and at the same time, assure that they ?t the 
expectations of the search result (poster). One example of 
displaying a tWo dimensional set of initial impression 
attributes With the search results is described in more detail 
beloW in conjunction With FIG. 5. Moreover, OSAM 252 may 
employ processes such as described beloW in conjunction 
With FIGS. 3-4 to perform at least some of its actions. 



US 2008/0120277 A1 

[0046] Although the above describes OSAM 252 as a single 
application, con?gured to perform searches and manage ini 
tial impression attributes, the invention is not so limited. For 
example, in another embodiment, such functions may be 
distributed across multiple applications. Moreover, these 
functions may also be distributed across multiple computing 
devices, Without departing from the scope of the invention. 

Generalized Operation 

[0047] The operation of certain aspects of the invention Will 
noW be described With respect to FIGS. 3-4. FIG. 3 illustrates 
a logical ?oW diagram generally shoWing one embodiment of 
a process for managing a selection and selective display of 
initial impression attributes for comparisons. 
[0048] Process 300 of FIG. 3 may be implemented, for 
example, Within OSS 106 of FIG. 1. In one embodiment, a 
user of a client device, such as client devices 102-104 may 
interact With OSS 106 to select and modify initial impression 
attributes for comparisons. As described beloW, a search 
result may be organized into one or more pro?les, one 
embodiment of Which is illustrated in FIG. 5 for an online 
dating search. HoWever, the invention is not limited to access 
ing an interface for use in modifying initial impression 
attributes through a pro?le screen, and other mechanisms 
may also be used. For example, the interface for use in modi 
fying initial impression attributes may also be accessed 
through an icon, pull-doWn menu, push button, or any of a 
variety of other selection mechanisms. 
[0049] As shoWn, hoWever, process 300 begins, after a start 
block, at block 302 Where a pro?le may be selected. Included 
With the pro?le, or otherWise associated With the pro?le is a 
selective display of initial impression attributes. In one 
embodiment, the initial impression attributes may be dis 
played in a prominent position over, on Within the pro?le. In 
one embodiment, a hyperlink, or other selectable mechanism 
may be included that enables the user to select and display the 
initial impression attributes. 
[0050] Processing proceeds to block 304, Where the initial 
impression attributes may be displayed. In one embodiment, 
the displayed attributes may be selected for display based on 
a variety of criteria, such as described in more detail beloW in 
conjunction With FIG. 4. In any event, upon display of an 
interface of initial impression attributes, the process ?oWs to 
decision block 306, Where the user may select to modify one 
or more of the attributes that are to be selectively displayed. If 
the user so selects to modify the set of initial impression 
attributes, processing ?oWs to block 314; otherWise, process 
ing ?oWs to decision block 308. 
[0051] At block 314, the user may be presented With any of 
a variety of mechanisms useable to select and modify the 
initial impression attributes. Embodiments of different inter 
face mechanisms for selecting/modifying the initial impres 
sion attributes are described in more detail beloW in conjunc 
tion With FIGS. 7A-7B. In any event, the user may modify the 
initial impression attributes by selecting those that the user 
Wants selectively displayed, and/or deselecting others. In one 
embodiment, the user may reorder the set of initial impression 
attributes. Processing ?oWs next to block 312 Where the 
modi?cations may be displayed to the user. The process loops 
through decision block 306, and blocks 314 and 312, until the 
user indicates that no more initial impression attributes are to 
be modi?ed. 
[0052] Process 300 then ?oWs to decision block 308, Where 
the user may select another pro?le. If the user selects another 
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pro?le to vieW, processing ?oWs to block 302, Where the 
selected pro?le is displayed; otherWise, processing returns to 
a calling process to perform other actions. 
[0053] FIG. 4 illustrates a logical ?oW diagram shoWing 
one embodiment of a process for selecting for display the 
initial attributes for use in providing an initial ?rst impression 
of a search result. In one embodiment, process 400 of FIG. 4 
may be called at block 304 of FIG. 3. 
[0054] As shoWn, process 400 begins, after a start block, at 
decision block 402, Where a determination is made Whether 
the user is signed into an account, or other mechanism that 
enables recognition of the user. Such signing in may or may 
not employ a passWord mechanism. Thus, any of a variety of 
mechanisms may be employed that enables recognition of the 
user, including, for example, employing a mobile device 
identi?er, a netWork identi?er, or the like, that may be asso 
ciated With the user. In any event, if the user is not signed in, 
or otherWise, recogniZed, processing ?oWs to block 412. 
HoWever, if the user is recogniZed, either by signing in, or 
otherWise providing a recognition identi?er, processing ?oWs 
to decision block 404. 

[0055] At block 412, a default set of initial impression 
attributes may be displayed, or otherWise made available, to 
the user. In one embodiment, the default set of initial impres 
sion attributes may be made available to the user through a 
hyperlink, icon, or other selectable mechanism. Any of a 
variety of default set of initial impression attributes may be 
provided. For example, in one embodiment, a default set may 
be determined based on a statistical analysis of one or more 

users. Based on the statistical analysis, a set of common or 
more often selected set of initial ?rst impression attributes 
may be determined. This set may then be provided to the user. 
[0056] In another embodiment, the default set of initial 
impression attributes may be determined based on a dynami 
cally changing set of determined criteria re?ecting a set of 
most often employed criteria, over a time period, for a par 
ticular gender, a de?ned product, or the like. 
[0057] In still another embodiment, the default set of initial 
impression attributes may be determined based on a set of 
initial impression attributes provided by one or more posters 
of the attributes. For example, in the online dating example, 
the set of initial impression attributes may be based on What 
one or more poster’s of a pro?le indicates as their initial 

impression attributes, must have criteria, or the like. Thus, as 
noted, the set of initial impression attributes may be based on 
any of a variety of criteria, Without departing from the scope 
of the invention. In any event, processing then ?oWs from 
block 412, to return to a calling process to perform other 
actions. 
[0058] At decision block 404, hoWever, Where the user is 
recogniZed, such as through a sign in mechanism, a determi 
nation is made Whether the user has already selected a set of 
initial impression attributes. This may arise, for example, 
Where the user has already employed a process such as 
described above, in FIG. 3, or the like. In any event, if the user 
has already selected a set of initial impression attributes, 
processing proceeds to block 414; otherWise, processing 
?oWs to decision block 406. 

[0059] At block 414, the user’s selected initial impression 
attributes may have been stored in a data store, or the like. As 
such, the stored initial impression attributes may be retrieved 
using, for example, the user’s recognition identi?er, or the 
like. Processing may then return to the calling process to 
perform other actions. 
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[0060] At decision block 406, however, a determination is 
made whether the user has provided analysis criteria. Such 
analysis criteria may include, for example, online search cri 
teria, product browsing criteria, job analysis criteria, or the 
like. If so, processing may proceed to block 408; otherwise, 
processing may branch to block 413, to select a set of initial 
impression attributes. For example, in one embodiment, the 
set of initial impression attributes may include a default set of 
initial impression attributes, such as described above in con 
junction with block 412. However, the set of initial impres 
sion attributes may also be selected from a variety of other 
mechanisms. For example, in one embodiment, the set may 
be selected by observing preference patterns from browsing 
or searching activities by the user, or other users, and employ 
ing a set of initial impression attributes based on the obser 
vations. In another embodiment, the set of initial impression 
attributes may be selected based on a combination of user’s 

known demographic information, derived from a pro?le of 
the user, or programmatically traced from an address location 
and/or cookies, or the like, stored on the user’s computer. 
However, the invention is not limited to these selection 
mechanisms, and others may also be employed. In any event, 
upon completion of block 413, processing returns to a calling 
process to perform other actions. 

[0061] At block 408, the user’s search criteria may be 
employed to determine a set of initial impression attributes 
for the user. For example, in one embodiment, if the user has 
provided ‘must have’ type of search attributes in their search 
criteria, such ‘must have’ attributes may be used, in whole or 
in part, to determine the user’s set of initial impression 
attributes. Where the user has provided few or no ‘must have’ 
search criteria, in one embodiment, the user’s selected pref 
erences for the search criteria, if any, may be used to deter 
mine the user’s set of initial impression attributes. Thus, for 
example, in the online dating example, the user may have 
identi?ed no smoking is preferred, but not a ‘must have’ 
criteria. Such preferences may then be used to determine the 
user’ s set of initial impression attributes. A user’s set of initial 
impression attributes may also be determined, in whole or in 
part, by analysis of browsing, or communication habits. If a 
user, for example, tends to primarily contact non-smokers, a 
determination may be made that smoking habits are impor 
tant. Moreover, thus it may be indicated that non-smokers are 
more preferred. However, the invention is not constrained to 
these mechanisms, and virtually any other mechanism may be 
used to determine the user’ s set of initial impression attributes 
based, in part, on provided search criteria by the user. In any 
event, upon determining the set of initial impression 
attributes, processing ?ows to block 410, where the set may 
be displayed or otherwise made available for display. Pro 
cessing then returns to the calling process to perform other 
actions. 

[0062] It will be understood that each block of the ?owchart 
illustration, and combinations of blocks in the ?owchart illus 
tration, can be implemented by computer program instruc 
tions. These program instructions may be provided to a pro 
ces sor to produce a machine, such that the instructions, which 
execute on the processor, create means for implementing the 
actions speci?ed in the ?owchart block or blocks. The com 
puter program instructions may be executed by a processor to 
cause a series of operational steps to be performed by the 
processor to produce a computer implemented process such 
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that the instructions, which execute on the processor to pro 
vide steps for implementing the actions speci?ed in the ?ow 
chart block or blocks. 

[0063] Accordingly, blocks of the ?owchart illustration 
support combinations of means for performing the speci?ed 
actions, combinations of steps for performing the speci?ed 
actions and program instruction means for performing the 
speci?ed actions. It will also be understood that each block of 
the ?owchart illustration, and combinations of blocks in the 
?owchart illustration, can be implemented by special purpose 
hardware-based systems which perform the speci?ed actions 
or steps, or combinations of special purpose hardware and 
computer instructions. 
[0064] FIG. 5 illustrates one embodiment of a screen shot 
of an online dating pro?le with initial impression attributes, 
while FIGS. 6 and 7A-7B illustrate various embodiments of 
screen shots for use in modifying the set of initial impression 
attributes for use in providing a ?rst impression of a search 
result. Although the FIGURES refer to online dating search 
results, the invention is clearly not so limited. Online dating is 
employed herein merely to readily demonstrate embodiments 
using and/or modifying the set of initial impression attributes. 
[0065] Thus, as illustrated in FIG. 5, screen shot 500 rep 
resents one embodiment of an online dating pro?le. Within 
screen shot 500 is a frame 502 showing initial impression 
attributes 504. As shown, two sets of attribute criteria may be 
displayed side by side for the initial impression attributes 504, 
or in virtually any other arrangement. The two sets include 
result’s attributes 505 and the results attribute criteria 506. 
Thus, for example, the searcher may have selected for display 
smoking, height, hair, body type, and political leaning, as the 
initial impression attributes. The result’s attributes 505 rep 
resent the results associated with the currently displayed pro 
?le, in this example, whether the pro?led results (for a can 
didate date) smokes, their height, hair color, body type, and 
political leaning. Moreover, the result’s attribute criteria 506 
represent what the candidate date is looking for (e.g., their 
search criteria) for the initial impression attributes 504. By 
displaying such information, the searcher may more quickly 
make a determination whether the pro?led candidate war 
rants a more extensive evaluation. Where the searcher so 

determines to examine the pro?led candidate, the search may 
read, more about what the pro?led candidate may have to say, 
read the pro?led candidates search criteria 520 more exten 
sively, or even, listen to a voice greeting 510, watch a video 
511 by the pro?led candidate, read a quick response to a 
predetermined question 512, or the like. However, ques 
tion512 may be composed of prose, images, and/or any other 
element that helps convey the essence of the candidate nature 
clearer than a closed-ended response may convey. Thus, ques 
tion 512 may be replaced or complemented by a variety of 
other elements, without departing from the scope of the 
invention. 
[0066] As noted above, the set of initial impression 
attributes 504, and side by side comparisons of result’s 
attributes 505 and the result’s attribute criteria 506 may be 
displayed with a selected pro?le, or selectable using a hyper 
link, an icon, or other mechanism. 

[0067] Also illustrated, should the searcher so decide, they 
may select to modify the set of initial impression attributes. 
This may be performed, for example, by selecting a link 508, 
or employing any of a variety of other selection mechanisms. 
[0068] In one embodiment, when the searcher selects to 
modify the set of initial impression attributes, a menu 600 of 
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FIG. 6, or similar screen, may be displayed. In one embodi 
ment, menu 600 may be displayed over another WindoW, such 
as a pro?le illustrated in screen shot 500 of FIG. 5. 

[0069] As shown in FIG. 6, in one embodiment, menu 600 
enables the searcher to select from a variety of initial impres 
sion attributes 602, by selecting a pull doWn an arroW 608. For 
example, as shoWn in FIG. 7A, selection of pull doWn arroW 
608 on FIG. 6, may provide a menu 700A of selectable initial 
impression attributes 704, from Which the searcher may 
select. 
[0070] FIG. 7B illustrates another embodiment of a mecha 
nism 700B useable to select and/or modify the set of initial 
impression attributes.As shoWn, the searcher may select from 
a list 706 and drag, click, or otherWise select an attribute as an 
initial impression attribute 708. Moreover, the searcher may 
be permitted to rank order the set of initial impression 
attributes using a mechanism such as move up/doWn icons 
710, or the like. Thus, as FIGS. 6, 7A, and 7B indicate, any of 
a variety of mechanisms may be employed to enable the 
searcher to select and/or modify the set of initial impression 
attributes. 
[0071] Although the above discussions have been directed 
to search result examples, displayed to the searcher, display 
of set of initial impression attributes may also be provided in 
any of a variety of other situations. Thus, for example, a 
search tool may be con?gured to provide search results to the 
searcher using a mailing mechanism, such as email, or the 
like. In this embodiment, the set of initial impression 
attributes may also be provided or otherwise made accessible 
in the email. 
[0072] In another example, a participant to a threaded con 
versation may be provided a set of initial impression 
attributes associated With another participant to the threaded 
conversation. Thus, in one embodiment, the set of initial 
impression attributes may be displayed in close proximity to 
a pro?le abstraction, or the like, so that messages With the 
threaded conversation from other participants can be evalu 
ated based not only on the content of the message, but hoW 
Well the set of initial impression attribute topics meet a par 
ticipant’s expectations. Again, the set of initial impression 
attributes may be made alWays visible, visible after the par 
ticipant selects them for display, visible based on the other 
participant’ s criteria meeting a de?ned relevancy rating to the 
participant, or any of a variety of other factors. 
[0073] The above speci?cation, examples, and data provide 
a complete description of the manufacture and use of the 
composition of the invention. Since many embodiments of 
the invention can be made Without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention, the invention resides in the claims 
hereinafter appended. 

What is claimed as neW and desired to be protected by 
Letters Patent of the United States is: 

1. A method for use in managing an online comparison, 
comprising: 

determining a user’s criteria for an online candidate; 
determining at least one attribute from the user’s criteria; 
displaying at least one candidate pro?le using the user’s 

criteria; and 
selectively displaying the at least one attribute With the 

displayed at least one candidate pro?le such that the user 
is enabled to assess the candidate based, in part, on the at 
least one attribute. 
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2. The method of claim 1, Wherein determining the at least 
one attribute further comprises providing a default set of 
attributes based on an analysis of other user’s selections of 
attributes. 

3. The method of claim 1, Wherein determining the at least 
one attribute further comprises providing a default attribute 
based, in part, on the user specifying at least one of a must 
have user’s criteria, or a preferred user’s criteria. 

4. The method of claim 1, Wherein determining the at least 
one attribute further comprises providing a default set of 
attributes based on analysis of the user’ s communication and 
broWsing behavior. 

5. The method of claim 1, Wherein selectively displaying 
the at least one attribute further comprises providing a user 
selection mechanism With the displayed at least one candidate 
pro?le. 

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising: enabling the 
user to modify the at least one attribute by, in part, enabling 
the user to select another attribute from the user’ s criteria for 
display, or to deselect at least one attribute currently selected 
for display. 

7. A modulated data signal con?gured to include program 
instructions for performing the method of claim 1. 

8. The method of claim 1, Wherein the candidate pro?le is 
further associated With at least one of an online search result, 
or a Webpage broWsing. 

9. A client device that is con?gured for use in displaying 
search results, comprising: 

a display; and 
a processor in communication With the display and that 

includes instructions that causes the processor to per 
form a plurality of operations, including: 

enabling a user to provide search criteria for a candidate for 
an online search; 

enabling the user to select at least one attribute from the 
search criteria; 

initiating a search for a list of candidates employing the 
search criteria; 

displaying at least one candidate pro?le for the candidate 
from the list of candidates; and 

selectively displaying the at least one attribute With the 
displayed at least one candidate pro?le such that the user 
is enabled to assess the candidate based, in part, on the at 
least one attribute. 

10. The client device of claim 9, Wherein displaying the at 
least one candidate pro?le further comprises displaying the at 
least one candidate pro?le Within an email. 

11. The client device of claim 9, Wherein the candidate 
further comprises a candidate from an online dating service, 
a product, an interest or community group, real estate or an 
employment position. 

12. The client device of claim 9, Wherein selectively dis 
playing the at least one attribute further comprises at least one 
of displaying the at least one attribute for each candidate 
pro?le, providing a selection mechanism for selectively dis 
playing the at least one attribute for the at least one candidate 
pro?le, or displaying the at least one attribute based on a 
search result for each candidate in the list of candidates 
exceeding a prede?ned relevancy rating. 

13. The client device of claim 9, Wherein displaying at least 
one candidate pro?le from the list of candidates further com 
prises displaying the at least one candidate pro?le Within a 
threaded conversation, and Wherein selectively displaying the 
at least one attribute further comprises enabling the user to 
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display the at least one attribute With the at least one candidate 
pro?le Within the threaded conversation. 

14. A server device that is con?gured for use in managing 
online search results, comprising: 

a transceiver for receiving and sending information to 
another computing device; 

a processor in communication With the transceiver; and 
a memory in communication With the processor for storing 

data and machine instructions that cause the processor to 
perform a plurality of operations, including: 

determining at least one initial impression attribute from a 
search criteria; 

performing a search for a list of candidates employing the 
search criteria; 

displaying a candidate pro?le for a candidate Within the list 
of candidates; and 

selectively displaying the at least one initial impression 
attribute With the displayed candidate pro?le such that 
the user is enabled to evaluate the candidate based, in 
part, on the at least one initial impression attribute. 

15. The server device of claim 14, Wherein displaying the 
candidate pro?le further comprises displaying the candidate 
pro?le Within at least one of a threaded conversation, a one or 
a plurality of candidate pro?les Within the list of candidates, 
or an email. 

16. The server device of claim 14, Wherein selectively 
displaying the at least one initial impression attribute further 
comprises displaying a side by side display of the at least one 
initial impression attribute, Wherein the side by side display 
comprises at least one result of the candidate pro?le, and one 
search criteria associated With the candidate of the candidate 
pro?le. 

17. The server device of claim 14, Wherein determining the 
at least one initial impression attribute further comprises: 

if the user is unrecognized, providing a default initial 
impression attribute, Wherein the default initial impres 
sion attribute is selected based on at least one of a pre 
determined set of initial impression attributes, a dynami 
cally changing set of initial impression attributes, a set of 

May 22, 2008 

initial impression attributes determined from behavioral 
analysis of the user, or a set of initial impression 
attributes determined from an analysis of other users. 

18. The server device of claim 14, Wherein determining the 
at least one initial impression attribute further comprises 
receiving a request from the user to modify the at least one 
initial impression attribute. 

19. The server device of claim 14, Wherein selectively 
displaying the at least one initial impression attribute further 
comprises providing a selection mechanism that enables the 
user to determine Whether to display the at least one initial 
impression attribute. 
20.A system for managing an online comparison, compris 

ing: 
a server device con?gured to perform actions, including: 

determining at least one initial impression attribute; 
providing a candidate pro?le for a candidate from a 
Webpage broWsing or an online search; and 

a client device con?gured to perform actions, including: 
performing at least one of the Webpage broWsing or the 

online search; 
providing, in part, the analysis criteria; 
displaying the candidate pro?le; and 
selectively displaying the at least one initial impression 

attribute With the displayed candidate pro?le such that 
the user is enabled to evaluate the candidate based, in 
part, on the at least one initial impression attribute. 

21. The system of claim 20, Wherein determining the at 
least one initial impression attribute further comprises at least 
one of determining a default initial impression attribute from 
the search criteria, or receiving a selection of the at least one 
initial impression attribute from the client device. 

22. The system of claim 20, Wherein selectively displaying 
the at least one initial impression attribute further comprises 
enabling the user to select Whether to display the at least one 
initial impression attribute from Within a threaded conversa 
tion, an email, or a display of a list of candidate pro?les. 

* * * * * 


