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REMOVABLE DIVIDER FOR FOOD 
CONTAINER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Technical Field of the Invention 
[0002] The present invention relates to disposable food 
containers constructed from paperboard materials. More 
particularly, the present invention related to disposable food 
containers constructed from paperboard materials, Wherein a 
food container is provided With a removable divider for 
de?ning a plurality of discreet compartments Within an 
interior space of the container. 
[0003] 2. Brief Description of the Related Art 
[0004] Food containers constructed from paperboard 
materials are common and typically include a tray having a 
bottom Wall, upstanding sideWalls and a removable lid for 
selectively enclosing hot or cold food therein. For example, 
fast-food take-out fried chicken restaurants typically pack 
age a plurality of hot chicken food products Within a 
“bucket”, Which is constructed from coated paperboard. 
Although the paperboard is not su?icient for long-term 
storage of the food stored therein, it is su?icient to keep the 
food hot and to protect it from outside contamination during 
the short period of time during Which an end-user transports 
the food to his/her home. 
[0005] It is becoming more common to purchase indi 
vidual-siZed complete meals, Which might include meat, 
potatoes, vegetable and dessert. Similarly, it is becoming 
common for an end-user to purchase a variety of similar 
food products, rather than a large quantity of only one type 
of food product. For example, an end-user may Wish to 
purchase a half order of standard fried chicken and a half 
order of barbeque chicken. To conserve packaging materials 
and to provide a simple package for the end-user to transport 
the individual half-orders to his/her ?nal destination, the 
restaurant may Wish to package both half-orders Within a 
single package, yet While at the same time, keeping the 
half-orders separate from one another so that they do not 
commingle Within the package. 
[0006] It also is desirable to include Within the package a 
separate container adapted for holding sauces, gravies, liq 
uid or liquid-type food products, for use With the food 
products otherWise stored Within the package. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] The present invention is for a divider for use With 
a food package, Wherein the divider is manufactured from 
inexpensive coated paperboard and is of a simple one-piece 
construction. More particularly, a divider according to a 
preferred embodiment of the present invention is formed 
from a one-piece, foldable blank of paperboard material, 
Which is folded in half and secured onto itself so as to form 
a tWo-ply, reasonably stiff construction. The divider is 
shaped and dimensioned to ?t Within a food container, Which 
may preferably have a circular cylindrical shape, so as to 
bisect same and de?ne tWo separate interior regions thereof. 
In addition, the divider includes a center portion Wherein the 
paperboard material is not adhered onto itself, so as to alloW 
the formation of a ring-shaped, cup-holding portion suitable 
for positioning and retaining a separate container Within the 
package. 
[0008] It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
food container, preferably in the form of a truncated (i.e., 
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“shor‘t”) bucket for single-serve take-out meals. A food 
container according to the present invention alloWs different 
food items to be carried in separate compartments Within a 
single package for single meal offerings or for variety pack 
offerings. According to one aspect of the present invention, 
a removable internal divider is provided Within the package 
to hold securely in an upright position a secondary container, 
such as a sauce cup, etc., in a generally-?xed position Within 
the package. Either square, circular, oval, or any other 
shaped, con?guration of package may be used. 
[0009] According to another aspect of the present inven 
tion, a divider according to a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention separates an interior space of the package 
into tWo equal siZed primary food compartments and an 
additional center area Which is adapted to support a second 
ary food container, such as a sauce cup, drink cup or the like. 
The divider centers the secondary food container and ver 
tically stabiliZes it Within the primary package, to reduce or 
eliminate the tendency of the secondary food container to 
spill its liquid contents. The functional aspects of the present 
invention are achieved at least in part by a single scored and 
die-cut blank of coated or uncoated paperboard or polymeric 
material, folded and sealed to itself. Since the main divider 
portions are folded back upon themselves and sealed, the 
sheet thickness of the base material can be reduced. The 
divider lays ?at after folding and sealing are complete, so it 
can be economically packed for storage or shipment. 
[0010] These and other objects, features and advantages of 
the present invention become apparent to those of ordinary 
skill in the art from the description Which folloWs, and may 
be realiZed by means of the instrumentalities and combina 
tions particularly pointed out therein, as Well as by those 
instrumentalities, combinations and improvements thereof 
Which are not described expressly therein, but Which Would 
be obvious to those of ordinary and reasonable skill in the 
art. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] A better understanding of the invention Will be had 
upon reference to the folloWing description in conjunction 
With the accompanying draWings in Which like reference 
numerals represent like parts, and Wherein: 
[0012] FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective vieW of a food 
container With Which a divider according to a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention is shoWn in spaced 
relation to the components thereof; 
[0013] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the food container 
shoWn in FIG. 1, Wherein the divider of FIG. 1 is shoWn 
positioned Within an interior space of the container; 
[0014] FIG. 3 is a plan vieW of a blank used to form the 
divider shoWn in FIG. 1; 
[0015] FIG. 4 is a perspective vieW of the blank shoWn in 
FIG. 3, shoWn partially folded for forming the divider of 
FIG. 1; 
[0016] FIG. 5 is a front vieW of the divider of FIG. 1, 
formed by folding the blank of FIG. 3, as shoWn; 
[0017] FIG. 6 is an end section vieW of the divider of FIG. 
5, shoWn along section line 6-6 of FIG. 5; 
[0018] FIG. 7 is an end section vieW of the divider of FIG. 
5, shoWn along section line 7-7 of FIG. 5; 
[0019] FIG. 8 is a perspective vieW of the divider of FIG. 
1, Wherein a center portion thereof is shoWn in a ?at 

orientation; 
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[0020] FIG. 9 is a perspective vieW ofthe divider of FIG. 
1, Wherein a center portion thereof is shoWn in an arcuate 

orientation; and, 
[0021] FIG. 10 is a front vieW of the divider of FIG. 1, 
Wherein a center portion thereof is shoWn in an arcuate 
orientation, and Wherein a cup is shoWn positioned Within a 
circular opening de?ned by the arcuately-oriented center 
portion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0022] With reference to FIG. 1, there is shoWn a divider 
10 according to a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention for use With an open-top container 40, Which may 
take the form of a generally-circular tray de?ned by an 
annular sideWall 42 and a circular bottom Wall 44. Both the 
sideWall 42 and the bottom Wall 44 are formed from a 
?exible material, such as coated or uncoated paperboard, 
Which may be cut into blanks and then shaped using con 
ventional container-forming equipment. For example, the 
sideWall 42 may be formed from a sheet of coated paper 
board, Which is die cut to de?ne a generally ?at (but 
arcuately shaped) blank (not shoWn) Wrapped around a 
cylindrical mandrel (not shoWn) and then sealed onto itself 
to de?ne a generally-continuous arcuate shape. Conven 
tional forming and sealing equipment may be used, Which 
might result in the formation of a longitudinal seam (not 
shoWn) extending lengthWise along the sideWall 42. 
[0023] The sidewall 42 may take any form. For example, 
the sideWall 42 may be formed from a single blank of 
paperboard material such that a l-ply, so-called “single 
Wall”, construction is provided. An outer surface of the 
sideWall 42 may be coated so as to provide a surface suitable 
for printing, for example, to provide informational graphics, 
advertising or other promotional information to the end-user. 
Alternatively, a separate sheet, sometimes referred-to as a 
“Wrap” (not shoWn), may be Wrapped around the outer 
surface of the sideWall 42 and a?ixed thereto (such as, by use 
of an adhesive), in Which case, the sideWall 42 itself need not 
have a surface suitable for printing. 
[0024] Alternatively, the sideWall 42 may be formed from 
tWo separate blanks of paperboard material such that a 2-ply, 
so-called “double Wall”, construction is provided. Both 
single and double Wall constructions are knoWn, as Well as 
methods for forming same, and the divider 10 according to 
a preferred embodiment of the present invention is suitable 
for use With either. If a double Wall construction is used, 
spacing or other thermal insulation devices may be posi 
tioned betWeen the individual Walls so as to sloW the rate at 
Which heat enters/leaves the container 40. An upper end 41 
of the sideWall 42 may include a rolled lip (not shoWn), for 
example, to provide a ?nished surface, to provide a means 
for securing a lid thereto or to provide a mechanism by 
Which multiple Walls of the sideWall 41 may be joined 
together. 
[0025] The bottom Wall 44 preferably has a simple disc 
like, circular, ?at shape siZed to cover a loWer end of the 
sideWall 42, Which (as described above) has been formed 
into a generally-cylindrical shape. A peripheral edge (not 
shoWn) of the bottom Wall 44 is a?ixed the loWer end of the 
sideWall 42, preferably to form a seal therebetWeen su?icient 
to prevent the leakage of liquids from Within the container 
40. For example, the bottom Wall 44 may include a doWn 
turned annular leg (not shoWn) Which is pinched betWeen an 
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up-tumed loWer end (not shoWn) of the sideWall 42, using 
conventional constructions and forming techniques. As 
shoWn, the sideWall 42 preferably has a modest inWard taper 
top-to-bottom, such that a diameter of container 40 at the 
open upper end thereof is slightly larger than a diameter of 
the container at the closed loWer end thereof. 

[0026] The container 40 further may include a generally 
circular lid 46, Which is con?gured to de?ne a removable 
cover for the tray (de?ned by the sideWall 42 and the bottom 
Wall 44) so as to enclose food (not shoWn) Within an interior 
space 45 de?ned by the sideWall 42, bottom Wall 44 and lid 
46. Lid 46 may include a conventional ?ange (not shoWn) 
Which is siZed to snap-?t over the open upper end of the 
sideWall 42. Alternatively (and preferably), lid 46 is siZed to 
?t Within the sideWall and to be frictionally engaged there 
With so as to inhibit the lid 46 from inadvertently falling 
therefrom. The sideWall taper assists in this regard, as the 
diameter of the sideWall 42 decreases from top-to-bottom 
such that the lid 46 is inserted into the open upper end of the 
sideWall 42 until the lid 46 frictionally engages same. A 
small groove (not shoWn) may be provided in the inner 
surface of the sideWall 42, into Which the outer peripheral 
edge of the lid 46 is seated and retained thereby. Separate 
devices, such as clips, tape, elastic bands or other fastening 
devices may be used to retain the lid 46 onto the upper end 
of the sideWall 42 for the purposes described herein. 

[0027] Lid 46 may include one or more cutouts 47 in the 
peripheral edge thereof. Cutouts 47 provide vent holes, for 
example, if heated food is held Within the container 40. In 
addition, cutouts 47 provide “thumb holes” into Which the 
end-user may insert his thumbs (or another object) for the 
purpose of removing the lid 46 from the sideWall 42. 

[0028] Cup 50 may be provided for positioning Within the 
interior space 45 of the container 40. Cup 50 preferably is of 
a conventional construction, formed from coated or 
uncoated paperboard material, as described above With 
respect to container 40. Obviously, cup 50 is smaller (both 
in diameter and in height) than container 40 so as to ?t 
Within the interior space 45 of the container 40, and is 
adapted for containing therein sauces or other liquids or 
liquid-type foodstuffs. Cup lid 52 is provided to sealingly ?t 
over an open upper end of the cup 50. Any conventional 
construction to form a sealed cup With a removable lid may 
be used. Alternatively, cup lid 52 may be incorporated into 
container lid 46 such that ?tting container lid 46 over the 
open upper end of the container 40 simultaneously ?ts cup 
lid 52 over the open upper end of the cup 50. 

[0029] Divider 10 according to a preferred embodiment of 
the present invention includes a center, ring-shaped portion 
12 adapted to hold cup 50 therein and upstanding Wing 
portions 14, 18 Which extend from ring-shaped portion 12 
and is adapted to divide the interior space 45 of the container 
40 into tWo or more interior regions, as described in greater 
detail beloW. Divider 10 preferably is formed from a one 
piece blank of foldable material, such as coated or uncoated 
paperboard. Divider 10 can be seen to be a cylinder (de?ned 
by the ring-shaped portion 12) bisected by a generally-?at, 
generally-planer rectangular sheet (de?ned by the Wing 
portions 14, 18, Which are generally co-planar). Outermost 
edged 14a, 18a of the Wing portions 14, 18 are taped 
top-to-bottom so as to folloW the generally-tapered inner 
surface of the container sideWall 42, When positioned 
therein, as Will be described in greater detail beloW. 
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[0030] Referring noW also to FIG. 2, divider 10 is sized to 
?t Within the interior space 45 of the container 40 so as to 
bisect the interior space 45, thereby de?ning ?rst and second 
interior regions 45a, 45b, respectively. Preferably, Wings 14, 
18 extend the full depth of the interior space 45, although 
Wings 14, 18 may extend only over a portion (preferably 
nearer the bottom Wall 44) of the depth of the interior space 
45. The height of the Wings 14, 18, then, can be used to 
determine Whether ?rst and second regions 45a, 45b are 
either completely separate from one another or only partially 
separate from one another. Divider 10, hoWever, preferably 
extends across the entire interior space 45, betWeen oppos 
ing inner surfaces of the sideWall 42, along a diameter 
thereof. 

[0031] Alternatively, divider 10 may be con?gured to 
form a chord With respect to the generally-circular interior 
space 45 of the container 40, in Which case, divider 10 does 
not bisect the interior space 45, rather, divider 10 creates tWo 
or more regions of unequal siZe, area and/ or volume. Cup 50 
can be seen to ?t Within the ring-shaped portion 12 such that 
cup lid 52 is accessible to the end-user and may be removed 
from the cup 50 Without removing the cup 50 from it 
position Within the ring-shaped portion 12 of the divider 10 
or Without removing (or otherWise moving, recon?guring or 
adjusting) the divider 10 from Within the interior space 45 of 
the container 40. 

[0032] Referring noW to FIG. 3, a blank B for forming the 
divider 10 (FIG. 1) is constructed from single- or multiple 
ply, coated or uncoated paperboard material having sul? 
cient thickness, stiffness and physical properties to permit to 
perform as described herein. Although the blank B is formed 
preferably from die-cutting same from a larger paperboard 
sheet, blank B may be formed from any material and through 
any forming or manufacturing technique that results in a 
divider 10 product as described herein. Preferably, blank B 
is of a generally-rectangular shape having a main foldline 60 
extending along one direction Which may be, as shoWn, 
along a longer, lengthWise, direction of the blank B. Foldline 
60 separates blank B into ?rst and second panels 62, 64, 
respectively, Which may be folded one-over-the-other such 
that ?rst panel 62 lies over second panel 64 and is secured 
thereto, such as, for example, by an adhesive or other 
fastening device, such as staples, clips or the like. 
[0033] End edges 62a, 64a and 62b, 64b preferably are 
tapered inWardly from foldline 60 to side edges 62c, 640, 
respectively, such that a lengthWise dimension of the blank 
B is greater along the foldline 60 than along either side edge 
62c, 640. The purpose of the taper in end edges 62a, 64a and 
62b, 64b is to form tapered ends 14a, 18a of the divider 
Wings 14, 18, respectively, When the ?rst and second panels 
62, 64, respectively, are folded one-over-the-other, as 
described above and for the purposes described herein. 
[0034] Rectangular cutout 70 is provided in the center of 
the blank B, interrupting foldline 60, and is generally 
symmetrical about foldline 60. Lines of Weakening 72, 
preferably in the form of scorelines, or alternatively in the 
form of embossed lines, perforation lines, full cutlines or 
partial cutlines. Lines of Weakening 72 extend from cutout 
70, on either side thereof, toWards the side edges 62c, 740 of 
the blank B and may be continuous therebetWeen or extend 
only over a portion of the space betWeen the cutout 70 and 
the respective side edges 62c, 640 of the blank B. As shoWn, 
lines of Weakening 72 are generally perpendicular to the 
foldline 60 and are generally parallel to one another, 
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although lines of Weakening 72 may form acute or obtuse 
angles With one another, or With foldline 60. 
[0035] Referring noW to FIGS. 4-7, blank B is shoWn in 
partially-folded (FIG. 4) and fully-folded (FIG. 5) con?gu 
rations so as to de?ne divider 10. Speci?cally referring noW 
to FIG. 4, blank B is folded about foldline 60 such that 
second panel 64 is made to lie over ?rst panel 62, and 
preferably adhesively secured thereto. Because panels 62, 64 
preferably are symmetric about foldline 60, end edges 62a, 
64a, end edges 62b, 64b and side edges 62c, 64c generally 
line up adjacently With one another. In this manner, When 
panels 62, 64 are in an overlying relationship relative to one 
another, adjacent edges 62a, 64a of blank B de?ne end 1811 
of divider 10 and adjacent edges 62b, 64b of blank B de?ne 
end 1411 of divider 10. Similarly, opposing edges of cutout 
70 are made to overlie one another When panels 62, 64 are 
in overlying relationship to one another so as to de?ne a 
step-shaped cutout recess 75 projecting inWardly into the 
divider 10 from foldline 60. Step-shaped cutout recess 75 is 
siZed to permit cup lid 52 to be positioned therein When the 
cup 50 is positioned Within the ring-shaped portion 12, as 
Will be described in greater detail beloW. 
[0036] Panels 62, 64 are secured to one another generally 
in regions designated by reference numeral 76, but not in the 
region over Which lines of Weakening 72 are provided. 
Referring noW more speci?cally to FIGS. 8 and 9, it can be 
seen that because panels 62, 64 (FIG. 4) are not adhered to 
one another Within the ring-shaped portion 12, the individual 
panels 62, 64 can be separated from one another so as to 
form a generally annular shape, Wherein lines of Weakening 
72 are provided for the purpose of assisting the bending of 
the panels 62, 64 so that they can assume a generally circular 
(or annular) shape, as shoWn clearly in FIG. 9. Because 
panels 62, 64 are adhered to one another Within regions 76, 
panels 62, 64 remain af?xed to one another, even When the 
portions thereof Within the lines of Weakening 72 are sepa 
rated to form ring-shaped portion 12. 
[0037] While the invention has been described and illus 
trated With reference to one or more preferred embodiments 
thereof, it is not the intention of the applicants that the 
invention be restricted to such detail. Rather, it is the 
intention of the applicants that the invention be de?ned by 
all equivalents, both suggested hereby and knoWn to those of 
ordinary skill in the art, of the preferred embodiments falling 
Within the scope hereof. 

I claim: 
1. A divider for use With a container, comprising: 
a ?rst panel; 
a second panel foldably connected to said ?rst panel; 
said ?rst and second panels each having one or more lines 

of Weakness Within a central region thereof; 
said ?rst and second panels being secured to one another 

at one or more regions outside said central regions 

thererof; and, 
said ?rst and second panels each having a cutout Within 

said central region thereof. 
2. The divider according to claim 1, Wherein said one or 

more lines of Weakness are approximately parallel With one 
another. 

3. The divider according to claim 1, Wherein said ?rst and 
second panels are foldably connected by at least one mem 
ber selected from the group consisting of a fold line, a score 
line, a perforated line, a full cut line, a partial cut line, and 
an embossed line. 
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4. The divider according to claim 1, wherein said ?rst and 
second panels are secured by an adhesive at one or more 
regions outside said central regions thererof. 

5. The divider according to claim 1, Wherein 
said ?rst and second panels are foldably connected by at 

least one member selected from the group consisting of 
a fold line, a score line, a perforated line, a full cut line, 
a partial cut line, and an embossed line; and 

each of said ?rst and second panels comprise end edges 
that are tapered inWardly toWards the central region 
from at least one member selected from the group 
consisting of a fold line, a score line, a perforated line, 
a full cut line, a partial cut line, and an embossed line. 

6. The divider according to claim 1, further comprising a 
step-shaped cutout recess located in a top edge of said 
divider. 

7. A container, comprising the divider according to claim 
1. 

8. The container according to claim 7, further comprising 
at least one side Wall to de?ne an interior space; and 

at least one bottom Wall. 

9. The container according to claim 8, further comprising 
a lid. 

10. The container according to claim 8, Wherein 
said divider is positioned Within said interior space of said 

container such that said interior space is separated into 
at least tWo portions, one of said portions being an 
article-receiving portion; and 

each of said ?rst and second panels comprise end edges 
that are pushed inWardly toWards said central region 
such that said one or more lines of Weakness Within said 
central region bulge outWardly toWards said at least one 
sideWall thereby providing said article-receiving por 
tion. 
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11. The container according to claim 10, Wherein said 
article-receiving portion is shaped to receive a cup. 

12. The container according to claim 10, Wherein 
said divider comprises a top edge and said each of said 

?rst and second panels comprise end edges that are 
tapered inWardly toWards said central region from said 
top edge. 

13. The container according to claim 10, Wherein said one 
or more lines of Weakness are approximately parallel With 
one another. 

14. The container according to claim 10, Wherein said ?rst 
and second panels are foldably connected by at least one 
member selected from the group consisting of a fold like, a 
score line, and a cut line. 

15. The container according to claim 14, Wherein 
said divider comprises a top edge ; and 
said at least one member selected from the group con 

sisting of a fold like, a score line, and a cut line is 
positioned along said top edge. 

16. The container according to claim 10, Wherein 
said ?rst and second panels are secured by an adhesive at 

one or more regions outside said central regions ther 
erof. 

17. The container according to claim 10, further compris 
ing a cutout recess located in a top edge of said divider. 

18. The container according to claim 17, Wherein said 
step-shaped cutout recess is positioned at the top edge of 
said central portion of said divider. 

19. The container according to claim 17, Wherein said 
cutout recess is step-shaped. 

20. The container according to claim 1, Wherein said one 
or more lines of Weakening are in form of at least one 
member selected from the group consisting of a fold line, a 
score line, a perforated line, a full cut line, a partial cut line, 
and an embossed line. 

* * * * * 


