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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR FACILITATING 
SOCIAL PAYMENT OR COMMERCIAL 

TRANSACTIONS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] The present application claims priority from co 
pending provisional application Ser. No. 60/853,829, ?led 
Oct. 23, 2006, entitled “Method and System for Facilitating 
Social Payment or Commercial Transactions”, and from co 
pending provisional application Ser. No. 60/854,018, ?led 
Oct. 23, 2006, entitled “Method and System for Facilitating 
Social Payment or Commercial Transactions”, both assigned 
to the assignee of the present application. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The World Wide Web has matured into an integral 
part of daily life for users around the World. The Internet may 
be used for commerce, social transactions, and sharing of 
multimedia content. For example, electronic commerce has 
groWn signi?cantly in recent years. Consumer commercial 
transactions that occur over the World Wide Web or use pro 

tocols that leverage the Internet such as SMTP (email) are 
collectively knoWn as “electronic commerce.” The current 
model for electronic commercial transactions typically 
involves one merchant and one consumer engaging in a one 
to-one transaction in Which a consumer selects a set of goods 
and/or services and pays for those goods and/or services 
through the merchant, and the merchant ful?ls the order. The 
Internet may also be used to facilitate merchants’ ability to 
target potential consumers for commercial transactions. A 
merchant may customize advertisements and provide the 
advertisements to selected users. In GoogleTM AdWords, for 
example, the merchants’ customized content may be selec 
tively displayed based upon search terms users provide to 
GoogleTM. The content provided also provides a mechanism 
for users to access the merchants’ site and, therefore, make 
purchases. Similarly, af?liate marketing alloWs a promoter to 
serve up a static text/image link to a visitor that alloWs for a 
click through to a page set by an Organizer. If the visitor takes 
action as set by the Organizer (visit a page, complete a form, 
conduct a transaction, etc.) an a?iliate marketing ?rm tracks 
this action that takes place on the Organizer’s server and 
completes a transaction based on the agreement betWeen the 
Organizer and Promoter. After an action is taken by a Visitor, 
the Promoter’ s text/image link is in no Way modi?ed to re?ect 
this incremental action or changes in form, function, and 
content based on this incremental action. Such commercial 
mechanisms may be considered to be one-to-many, alloWing 
a single merchant to reach a large number of consumers. 

[0003] The World Wide Web has also experienced tremen 
dous groWth as a social media. As a social media, the World 
Wide Web provides a vehicle for sharing user generated con 
tent, such as through blogs, personal pro?les, videos, pod 
casts, and the like. Platforms for sharing user generated con 
tent, such as Blogger, MySpace, YouTube, and Facebook 
have been developed and bene?ted from this groWth. Other 
mechanisms for facilitating social interactions, such as eVite, 
have also groWn. Using eVite, for example, an organizer may 
set up an event, sent invitation emails to potential participants, 
manage RSVPs, estimate budgets, and perform other func 
tions related to the event via dedicated pages on eVite. More 
over, social media and fundraising combine in social pay 
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ments to raise money for a variety of causes. Social media 
may be used to provide “Blogathons” that raise money for 
charities, political campaigns, alloW musicians to appeal 
directly to their audience to underWrite albums, raise money 
for schools, parties, clubs and sports teams, or other causes. In 
such social payment transactions, organizers may solicit 
funds from other individuals visiting blogs or sites. 

[0004] In order to display media for a variety of purposes, 
conventional Widgets may be used. The conventional Widgets 
are often used to display content from a Widget oWner to a 
user. For example, a user may load a page, or site, containing 
the conventional Widget and vieW content, such as video, 
provided by the conventional Widget. Conventional Widgets 
are generally embeddable, portable applications that often 
run Without access to a user’s ?le system. The conventional 
Widget may be copyable by users. Thus, a user may copy a 
Widget from a site to a location of the user’s choosing, for 
example the user’s oWn blog. Conventional Widgets are also 
generally small in size and less complex than typical appli 
cations, such as email or Word processing applications. HoW 
ever, there is typically no agreed upon limitation in size or 
complexity for conventional Widgets. Such Widgets may be 
used, for example, by bloggers to share 

[0005] Although electronic commerce and social transac 
tions are possible via the World Wide Web, there are draW 
backs. Many social and electronic commerce transactions 
involve many-to-many relationships. Such relationships are 
not Well supported by current electronic commerce and social 
media platforms. In addition, the ability of tools, such as 
Widgets, to re?ect individual users’ tastes may be limited. 
Consequently, users’ ability to engage in social, commercial, 
and other transactions including sharing of multimedia con 
tent may be limited. 

[0006] Accordingly, What is needed is a method and system 
for marketing transactions, such as af?liate marketing. The 
present invention addresses such a need. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] A system and computer implemented method for 
providing a Widget are described. The Widget is embeddable, 
copyable and for dynamically displaying multimedia content. 
The method and system include receiving a campaign con 
?guration for a campaign and a con?guration of the Widget. 
The campaign includes at least one goal related to at least one 
user action. The Widget dynamically displays multimedia 
content related to the campaign. The con?guration includes 
the campaign With Which the Widget is associated. The Widget 
is capable of receiving at least one user input related to the 
action. The input indicates that the at least one action has bee 
performed. The method and system further include rendering 
the Widget on a site, receiving input related to the action, 
tracking the action, and updating the Widget if the action 
indicates that the at least one goal has been ful?lled. The 
Widget may then be re-rendered on the site. 

[0008] According to the method and system disclosed 
herein, social and other transactions via the Internet may be 
facilitated. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SEVERAL VIEWS OF 
THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] FIG. 1 depicts one embodiment of a group payment 
system. 



US 2008/0104496 A1 

[0010] FIG. 2 depictes an exemplary embodiment of neW 
account creation and organizer veri?cation from the provider. 

[0011] FIG. 3 depicts an exemplary embodiment of neW 
event setup and event management. 

[0012] FIG. 4 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a Wid 
get. 

[0013] FIG. 5 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a Wid 
get. 

[0014] FIG. 6 depicts an exemplary embodiment of Widget 
overvieW and rendering. 

[0015] FIG. 7 depicts exemplary embodiments of Widgets. 

[0016] FIG. 8 depicts another exemplary embodiment of a 
Widget. 
[0017] FIG. 9 depicts an exemplary embodiment of authen 
tication of a Widget. 

[0018] FIG. 10 depicts another exemplary embodiment of a 
method for authenticating Widgets. 

[0019] FIG. 11 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a sys 
tem utilizing a proxy server. 

[0020] FIG. 12 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a 
method for moderating Widgets. 

[0021] FIG. 13 depicts a comparison of an exemplary 
embodiment of the method and system as applied to a?iliate 
marketing and conventional, traditional af?liate marketing. 

[0022] FIGS. 14-15 depict exemplary embodiments of the 
method and system as utilized in af?liate marketing applica 
tions. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0023] The present invention relates to a method and sys 
tem for providing a Widget. The folloWing description is 
presented to enable one of ordinary skill in the art to make and 
use the invention and is provided in the context of a patent 
application and its requirements. Various modi?cations to the 
embodiments and the generic principles and features 
described herein Will be readily apparent to those skilled in 
the art. Thus, the present invention is not intended to be 
limited to the embodiments shoWn, but is to be accorded the 
Widest scope consistent With the principles and features 
described herein. 

[0024] A method and system for facilitating social payment 
and commercial transactions is described. The method and 
system utilize an embeddable application, or Widget. The 
Widget is part of a payment system that alloWs organizers to 
offer a variety of individuals to participate in activities such as 
fundraising. The Widget is customizable for a particular orga 
nizer, preferably through a Widget panel. The Widget may 
provide rich media to users and alloW for the success of an 
event, campaign, and/or sub-campaign to be tracked. The 
Widget alloWs for threaded text and rich media discussions/ 
comments to be accessed through, recorded from, and 
uploaded through the Widget itself. These discussions/com 
ments can be published in real time throughout all Widgets 
that relate to a speci?ed campaign regardless of Where the 
Widget is being hosted from. That is, a comment can be made 
by a Web site visitor on a Widget on one site set up by one 
Organizer and vieWed in near real time by a different Web site 

May 1, 2008 

visitor on another Widget hosted by another Organizer on a 
completely different Web site. Similarly, discussion/com 
ments as Well as other data may be published throughout only 
a selected portion of the Widgets relating to a speci?ed cam 
paign. The Widget alloWs not only for direct, individual dona 
tions, to a campaign but also for sub-campaigns, or group 
payments, as options for fundraising, commercial transac 
tions, and/or other analogous applications. In order to reach 
potential contributors, the Widget may be posted on an orga 
nizer’s site or blog, posted on a dedicated Website, embedded 
into an email, embedded into an XML feed such as RSS, or 
pushed to particular sites. The Widget may also be viral in 
nature, alloWing for copying of the Widget, for example to 
other sites orblogs. In the act of copying, a code for the source 
Widget is transferred alloWing for the tracking and data min 
ing of generations of Widgets. This copying is preferably 
performed through the Widget itself. The copied Widget may 
also be customized. HoWever, the Widget may still be mod 
erated by an organizer, alloWing organizer control over sites 
on Which the Widget may function. Contributors may still 
make donations through the copied Widget. Moreover, a 
tracking mechanism may be provided for the Widget. For 
example, the effectiveness for content providers that carry 
such Widgets may also be used to determine the ef?ciency of 
content providers in fundraising. In addition to alloWing pay 
ment through the Widget, the Widget may also be authenti 
cated. Moreover, Widgets may be reused for other content. 
The Widget may also re?ect local data for the site hosting the 
Widget. The Widget may also be integrated With merchants or 
other organizers, for example through a button. 

[0025] In particular applications, such as af?liate market 
ing and personal Widgets, the method and system described 
herein may serve visitors dynamic Widgets based on settings 
triggered by cumulative visitor actions. Such an application 
may have a variety of features including, but not limited to, 
one or more of the features described beloW. In such an 
application, the visitor is presented not With a text link but 
rather an image/Widget that dynamically displays form, con 
tent, and functionality based on the cumulative actions taken 
by previous visitors during the life of the campaign and based 
on the rules, logic, and settings de?ned by both the promoter 
hosting the Widget and the organizer. That is, for each action 
taken the Widget may be dynamically modi?ed if either the 
promoter or organizer set up a rule to modify the Widget. In 
such an application the Widget may self update in near real 
time based on the cumulative actions taken as a result of click 
throughs by visitors and/ or other actions as determined by the 
multiple parties that have input in the organizer of that cam 
paign. The form, features, content, options, offers, design, 
and state of the Widget may be changed based on the rules 
applied to the cumulative actions and current state. Thus, the 
changes may be applied to all of the Widgets hosted by all 
promoters, the organizer, provider, or other content provider, 
or a selected subset of the Widgets. In addition, the service 
provider, promoter, and organizer may have real time controls 
to modify parameters and business logic of the campaign 
Where those changes may be re?ected in all live Widgets in 
near real time. The parameters of the Widget may also be 
changed directly from the Widget and/or from a click through 
from the Widget to a Web Page of the provider Where these 
parameters can be set. In either modi?cation case, the provid 
er’s database and systems are updated securely in real time. 
The Widget may be further con?gured by a Promoter based on 
options authorized by the organizer. A promoter may be 
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allowed to create a sub-campaign of an organizer’s campaign 
Where the data presented in the Widget is updated in real time 
and speci?c just to the click through actions taken as a result 
of the sub-campaign While allowing the Widget to optionally 
display data about the master campaign of the organizer. 
Some or all of the system including but not limited to the 
Widget and its customizations, payment or other action page, 
and actions desired, may be set up to be potentially 100% self 
service With no intervention necessary by the provider. Thus, 
the transaction, from account creation all the Way through all 
actions such as settling ?nancial transactions, may be per 
formed at any time by organizers and/ or promoters. Tracking 
code embedded by an organizer may be used not only for 
tracking purposes only but to send data to a central repository 
to Which all live Widget(s) are tied. All or a selected subset of 
live Widget(s) may thus get live data feeds, thereby providing 
real time updates to all or a selected subset of live connected 
Widgets based on actions taken by Widget clickthoughs. An 
organizer may also embed code snippets that may push live 
transactional data after an action has taken place to a business 
process system that can determine, based on rules set by the 
organizer, Whether automated business actions need to be 
taken. For instance Whenever click through numbers reach 
increments of 100, the Widgets may turn a darker shade of 
gray until the Widget is black. Individual Widgets, as part of a 
campaign or as an individual person’s Widget, may gain value 
based on predetermined conditional data such as Widget 
vieWs, Widget clickthroughs, and Widget actions. The ability 
to edit/modify a custom individual Widget by logging in 
directly to the Widget and having the modi?ed parameters 
securely sent over to a provider’s central repository over the 
Internet or other netWork systems may also be achieved. The 
providers, organizers, and/or the promoters may have the 
ability to grant other users selective access/permissions to 
modify individual Widgets, Where permissioned users have 
access as stated directly through the Widget or via a secured 
Web page clicked through from the Widget. Promoters and/or 
other content providers may be given the ability to either 
redeem points or buy points to redeem to unlock/add/edit/ 
additional information including tabs on an individual Widget 
Which can also includes additional Widget features, content, 
links, themes, sizes and functions. The Widget may be cus 
tomized by using either an html sidebar selection or a drag 
and drop feature, including a Widget that is itself a Widget 
maker. Moreover, the organizer or other entity may be pro 
vided With reporting of number of Widgets in circulation, 
number of Widget vieWs, number of Widget tab vieWs, number 
of Widget actions taken per Widget, number of Widget click 
throughs, number of Widget signups. A unique effectiveness 
rating per promoter may also be made available to the orga 
nizer and optionally to a promoter, potential promoters, the 
general public, and/ or other entities. This effectiveness rating 
is preferably a mathematical score based on a promoter’s 
Widget, a promoter’s recorded actions, Widget vieWs, average 
Widgets/actions/vieWs per day, length of time Widget is live, 
number of direct children Widgets created, the cumulative 
results of the children Widget, the number of grandchildren 
Widgets spaWned from the children Widget out With no limits 
to degrees, and the cumulative results of the grandchildren 
Widgets. This effectiveness rating provides an Organizer With 
a unique metric to judge the value of an individual Widget 
taking into consideration all desired direct and indirect activ 
ity. An organizer may move a parent Widget (created by the 
organizer) to any Web page and instantly set all children 
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Widgets to point to a neW landing pageieither the neW page 
of the parent Widget or any landing page set by the organizer. 
This dynamic setting can be automated based on pas sWords or 
done manually through the Widget, through a Web page via a 
click through on the Widget, through an online Control Panel, 
or another mechanism selected by the organizer. A visitor of 
a child Widget (eg a copy of another Widget) may instantly 
join the netWork by creating a next generation Widget. Thus, 
a virtually unlimited number of generations might be 
spaWned off by a Widget With all generations tied to detailed 
reporting that includes all degrees of separation information. 

[0026] A system and computer implemented method for 
providing a Widget are described. The Widget is embeddable, 
copyable and for dynamically displaying multimedia content. 
The method and system include receiving a campaign con 
?guration for a campaign and a con?guration of the Widget. 
The campaign includes at least one goal related to at least one 
user action. The Widget dynamically displays multimedia 
content related to the campaign. The con?guration includes 
the campaign With Which the Widget is associated. The Widget 
is capable of receiving at least one user input related to the 
action. The input indicates that the at least one action has bee 
performed. The method and system further include rendering 
the Widget on a site, receiving input related to the action, 
tracking the action, and updating the Widget if the action 
indicates that the at least one goal has been ful?lled. The 
Widget may then be re-rendered on the site. 

[0027] In one embodiment, a method and system for facili 
tating social payment and commercial transactions is 
described. The method and system utilize an embeddable 
application, or Widget. The Widget is part of a payment system 
that alloWs organizers to offer a variety of individuals to 
participate in activities such as fundraising. The Widget is 
customizable for a particular organizer, in one embodiment 
through a Widget panel. The Widget may provide rich media to 
users and alloW for the success of an event, campaign, and/or 
sub-campaign to be tracked. The Widget alloWs for threaded 
text and rich media discussions/comments to be accessed 
through, recorded from, and uploaded through the Widget 
itself. These discussions/ comments may be published in real 
time throughout all Widgets that relate to a speci?ed cam 
paign regardless of Where the Widget is being hosted from. 
That is, a comment can be made by a Web site visitor on a 
Widget on one site set up by one Organizer and vieWed in near 
real time by a different Web site visitor on another Widget 
hosted by another Organizer on a completely different Web 
site. Similarly, discussion/comments as Well as other data 
may be published throughout only a selected portion of the 
Widgets relating to a speci?ed campaign. The Widget may 
alloW not only for direct, individual donations, to a campaign 
but also for sub-campaigns, or group payments, as options for 
fundraising, commercial transactions, and/ or other analogous 
applications. In order to reach potential contributors, the Wid 
get may be posted on an organizer’s site or blog, posted on a 
dedicated Website, embedded into an email, embedded into 
an XML feed such as RSS, or pushed to particular sites. The 
Widget may also be viral in nature, alloWing for copying of the 
Widget, for example to other sites or blogs. In the act of 
copying, a code for the source Widget is transferred alloWing 
for the tracking and data mining of generations of Widgets. 
This copying is may be performed through the Widget itself. 
The copied Widget may also be customized. HoWever, the 
Widget may still be moderated by an organizer, alloWing 
organizer control over sites on Which the Widget may func 
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tion. Contributors may still make donations through the cop 
ied Widget. Moreover, a tracking mechanism may be provided 
for the Widget. For example, the effectiveness for content 
providers that carry such Widgets may also be used to deter 
mine the ef?ciency of content providers in fundraising. In 
addition to allowing payment through the Widget, the Widget 
may also be authenticated. Moreover, Widgets may be reused 
for other content. The Widget may also re?ect local data for 
the site hosting the Widget. The Widget may also be integrated 
With merchants or other organizers, for example through a 
button. 

[0028] The method and system are mainly described in 
terms of particular systems provided in particular implemen 
tations. HoWever, one of ordinary skill in the art Will readily 
recognize that this method and system operate effectively in 
other implementations. For example, the systems, devices, 
and netWorks usable With the present invention can take a 
number of different forms. For example, the method and 
system may not be limited to the Internet, but instead may be 
usable With other netWorks and/or devices, such as cellular 
telephones and other hand-held devices. The method and 
system are also described in the context of particular transac 
tions being performed. One of ordinary skill in the art Will 
recognize, hoWever, that the method and system may be used 
in other transactions. The method and system Will also be 
described in the context of particular methods having certain 
steps. HoWever, the method and system operate effectively 
for other methods having different and/ or additional steps not 
inconsistent With the present invention. 

[0029] A method and system for facilitating social payment 
and commercial transactions is described. The method and 
system Will be described in terms of particular components 
including a Widget and payment system having speci?c com 
ponents and features. HoWever, one of ordinary skill in the art 
Will realize that the Widget and payment system may have 
other and/ or different features and components not inconsis 
tent With the method and system. In addition, the method and 
system primarily are described in the context of fundraising 
and social payment transactions. HoWever, one of ordinary 
skill in the art Will recognize that the method and system can 
be extended to other transactions including commercial trans 
actions. 

[0030] FIG. 1 depicts one embodiment of a system 100 in 
accordance With the method and system. The system 100 may 
be used for social payment transactions (i.e. fundraising). For 
example, an organizer such as a particular cause or charity 
may desire to use the system 100 for a variety of events. Such 
events might include a campaign based only on Internet con 
tributions, blograising performed in conjunction With a tradi 
tional (non-Internet based) fundraising campaign, campaigns 
that Want to drive and track tra?ic to a particular Web site, 
campaigns that Want to drive and track visitor actions, cam 
paigns based on the occurrence of a particular event, as an 
ongoing fundraising campaign, in a campaign of limited 
duration, or for other purposes. The system 100 alloWs an 
organizer to con?gure a Widget for event(s), alloWs the Widget 
to be disseminated, and manages payments or other data 
transmitted through the Widget. The system 100 may include 
at least payment subsystem 104, Widget maker 102, organizer 
data 106, Widget(s) 122A, 122B, 122C, 132A, 132B, 132C, 
132D, 132E,142A, 142B, 142C, and 142D on sites 120, 130, 
140, 150, 120A, 120B, 120C, 130A, 130B, 130C, 130D, 
130E, 140A, 140B, 140C, and 140D, and, optionally, a proxy 
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server 106. The system 100 may also utilize a Widget panel 
112 that alloWs an organizer to customize the Widget and a 
payment page 110 through Which the contributor actually 
makes a payment. The payment subsystem, Widget maker, 
Widget panel, and organizer data may be controlled by and 
accessed via a provider. The provider may, for example, 
charge a ?xed fee or a percentage of donations for use of and 
services provided in connection With the system 100. 

[0031] In operation, the organizer utilizes the Widget maker 
102 in order to customize a Widget. In one embodiment, the 
Widget maker provides a Widget panel, Which is a user inter 
face that alloWs an organizer to provide input to the system 
used in customizing the Widget. In one embodiment, the 
Widget panel is a page presented to the organizer that alloWs 
the organizer to select features of the Widget. For example, 
based on the organizer’s elections in the Widget panel, the 
Widget maker sets the color, shape, event(s)/campaign(s) rep 
resented, rich media, level of detail and other aspects of the 
Widget. The organizer may also specify that the Widget is to be 
associated With speci?c event(s) and/or provide a pro?le for 
the type of events With Which the Widget is to be associated or 
content played on the Widget. Thus, a single Widget may be 
con?gured to display information related to multiple events. 
FIGS. 2-3 depict embodiments of methods 160 and 170, 
respectively, for creation and management of neW accounts 
and/or events for Which the Widget may be generated. 

[0032] The organizer’s selections for the Widget, as Well as 
other data related to the organizer are stored in the organizer 
data 106. Thus, the organizer data includes organizer selected 
Widget features, payment features, and event features. For 
example, Widget features may include the content such as rich 
media displayed on the Widget, thermometers or other mecha 
nisms selected for tracking the progress of the campaign, 
colors, speci?c content providers authorized to host the Wid 
get, pro?les of content providers authorized to host the Wid 
get, parameters related to updating the Widget, and other data 
used in customizing the Widget. The payment features may 
include alloWed forms of payment, event tracking, rules for 
extracting funds, the look and feel of the payment page, and 
other data relating to payment. The event features may 
include event data such as the fundraising goal, event start 
time and duration, and the type of output for each event. 

[0033] The payment subsystem 104 is utilized in managing 
the payments made and the payment page 110. Thus, the 
payment subsystem 104 may authenticate users and/or forms 
of payment, track payments, validate extraction of funds, 
validate and track payments and forms of payment made to 
content providers, and otherWise manage the actual funds 
provided to the event or paid out from the event. In one 
embodiment, the payments may be validated and held by the 
provider or other designated third party (not shoWn) during 
the event. In such an embodiment, an organizer may be 
alloWed to extract some or all of the funds. In an alternate 
embodiment, payments may not be considered made and 
extraction of funds may not be alloWed until the event closes. 
Further, the payment subsystem may alloW payments to con 
tent providers, organizers, and/ or other designated entities in 
a variety of forms including but not limited to cash or the 
equivalent, gift cards, or other items. 

[0034] The Widget 122, 132, 142, 152, 122A, 122B, 122C, 
132A, 132B, 132C, 132D, 132E, 142A, 142B, 142C, and/or 
142D is an embeddable code snippet, for example a Flash, 
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HTML, XML, XHTML, SBML, .NET, Java, JavaScript, J SP, 
VisualBasic Applet or analogous application. The Widget 
may be embeddable in a multitude of architectures, for 
example Web pages, mobile phones, PDAs, and/ or provided 
via email. In addition, because the Widget is embeddable, the 
Widget is self-replicating in nature. Although the original 
code from the Widget maker resides With the provider, the 
Widget may be copied to multiple sites. In addition, the pro 
vider may be able to push data to Widgets existing on other site 
as Well as copies of the Widget to neW sites. Data may be 
pushed to all of the Widgets or a selected portion of the 
Widgets. Data may also be encrypted by the data source 
provider and decrypted by the Widget based on private/public 
key cryptography, encryption, DES variants, passWords, or 
other secure means. Each Widget also has identi?ers, for 
example in a header, that may associate the Widget With 
particular event(s), organizer(s), and/or content provider(s), 
indicate from Which Widget it Was replicated (parent-child 
relationships), and alloW the provider to validate and control 
the Widget. When a potential contributor accesses the site, the 
provider may render the Widget based upon the con?guration 
selected by the organizer and/ or content provider, accept con 
tent from Widgets, alloW and track payments via the Widget, 
push content to the Widget, and perform other tasks using the 
Widget, as described beloW. FIGS. 4-5, and 7-8 depict various 
embodiments and features of the Widget. Note that not all 
features of the Widget are depicted in all embodiments of the 
Widget. FIG. 6 depicts an exemplary embodiment 199 of an 
overvieW and corresponding real time for Widget rendering. 

[0035] Once con?gured, the Widget 122, 132, 142, 152, 
122A, 122B, 122C, 132A, 132B, 132C, 132D, 132E, 142A, 
142B, 142C, and 142D may be placed in the organizer’s page 
120 and/or in a hosted page or blog 120,130,140,150,120A, 
120B, 120C, 130A, 130B, 130C, 130D, 130E, 140A, 140B, 
140C, and 140D. In one embodiment, the provider hosts a 
blog speci?cally for the event(s) associated With the Widget. 
As a result, every event may have its oWn special URL. This 
unique address is tied to an organizer or individual that sym 
bolizes a particular event or campaign. Further, the Widget 
may be pushed to selected content providers (otherwise 
knoWn as promoters) based upon the organizer’s preferences 
and characteristics of the content providers. For example, 
suppose the organizer Wishes to obtain contributions for a 
political campaign. The organizer may indicate that certain 
sites having compatible political vieWs, that are knoWn to 
reach a particular audience, that relate to a particular geo 
graphic area, and/ or that have a requisite level of effectiveness 
in obtaining contributions are desired. Such sites may be Blog 
3 and Blog 4 in FIG. 1. Further, the content providers of Blogs 
3 and 4 may agree to host Widgets for particular causes. If 
there is a match betWeen the preferences of the organizer and 
the content providers of Blogs 3 and 4, the provider may push 
the Widget for the political campaign to Blogs 3 and 4. In 
return, the content providers may receive payment for ho sting 
the Widget. Thus, because the Widget has both many-to-one 
and one-to-many capabilities. Stated differently, a single Wid 
get may be associated With multiple events, organizers, or 
campaigns. In addition, a single fundraising event/ campaign 
or events for a single organizer may be displayed on multiple 
Widgets. 
[0036] In addition to providing input to and receiving data 
from the provider, the Widget may include several compo 
nents for each event With Which the Widget is associated. 
These items may include as event progress tracking mecha 
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nisms, rich media, comments, payment buttons, status but 
tons, copying ?elds, sub-campaigns, and other features. 
These components, as Well as the look and feel of the Widget 
may be customized by the organizer. Further, the Widget may 
be customized to change depending upon the status of the 
event or other input. For example, the rich media provided or 
comments displayed may change based upon hoW close an 
event is to terminating or the closing of a fundraising cam 
paign. Examples of customized Widgets are depicted in FIGS. 
4, 5, and 7-8. FIG. 4 depicts a Widget 180. FIG. 5 depicts a 
netWork of Widgets 180', 180", 180'", and 180"". In FIG. 5, 
various examples of Widgets 200, 200', 200", and 200'" are 
shoWn. FIG. 6 depicts an exemplary embodiment 199 of the 
overvieW and event rendering. FIG. 7 depictes Widget 200, 
200', 200", and 200"‘. FIG. 8 depicts a Widget 220 and pos 
sible ?elds 222, 224, 226, 228, 230, 232, 234, 236, 238, 240, 
242, 244, and 256. 

[0037] The event progress tracking mechanisms, such as a 
thermometer, status bar, and/or count doWn clock, provide 
real time vieWs of the event. Upon a refresh request and/or 
periodically based upon organizer and/ or provider set prefer 
ences, the event progress tracking mechanisms may be 
updated by the provider to re?ect any changes in the event. 
For example, upon donation from any of the Widgets depicted 
in FIG. 1, the provider may push data to all (or some subset of) 
the Widgets to re?ect the change in the amount received. Thus, 
the level of a thermometer or status bar may change based 
upon real-time events. The event progress tracking mecha 
nisms can be provided for the campaign(s) associated With the 
event or provider, as Well as sub-campaigns, described beloW. 

[0038] The Widget may also include rich media customized 
by an organizer or other content provider. For example from 
an organizer can choose to include images as Well as audio 
and/or video messages to encourage potential contributors to 
make a donation. Content providers might also be alloWed 
add their oWn content to the Widget on their site and copies 
thereof. The provider renders such rich media When the site 
hosting the Widget is accessed by a potential contributor. 
Stated differently, the rich media discussions/ comments can 
be published in real time throughout all Widgets that relate to 
a speci?ed campaign regardless of Where the Widget is being 
hosted from. Thus, threaded text and rich media discussions/ 
comments may be provided via the Widgets themselves. 

[0039] The Widget may also display and accept comments 
via the comments section. The comments provided by the 
organizer may appear in the comments sections. In addition, 
comments provided via one of the Widgets of FIG. 1 may be 
disseminated by the provider to all or a subset of the Widgets 
upon a refresh request and/or periodically based upon orga 
nizer and/or provider set preferences. The status buttons pro 
vide a mechanism for vieWing further details relating to the 
event and/or organizer. Comments may be in textual or rich 
media format including video and audio. 

[0040] The payment buttons alloW contributors to make 
payments through the Widget Without leaving the site hosting 
the Widget. In one embodiment, selection of a payment button 
by a contributor results in the corresponding organizer-con 
?gured payment page being accessed. The contributor may 
then make a payment that is managed by the payment sub 
system. In addition, the Widget may be authenticated, Which 
facilitates payment through the Widget. For example, a user 
may click on an authentication button in the Widget. The 














