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TWO-WAY MOBILE VIDEO/AUDIO/DATA 
COMPANION (MVIC) SYSTEM 

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a continuation of US. Non 
Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 10/966,320 of the 
same title, ?led on 15 Oct. 2004, Which is incorporated by 
reference herein, and Which claims priority from the disclo 
sure of US. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 60/511, 
760 of the same title, ?led 16 Oct. 2003, Which is also 
incorporated by reference herein 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates, in general, to sys 
tems that transmit tWo-Way video, audio, and data betWeen 
a mobile site and a ?xed site, and in particular to systems 
that further communicate to other ?xed sites via the public 
telecommunications infrastructure (e.g., ISDN, Internet). 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Advances in telecommunication have alloWed 
Wireless data networking to abound. Laptops, cell phones, 
personal digital assistants (PDAs), and other consumer 
electronic devices are increasingly interconnected With pub 
lic telecommunication netWorks such as the Plain Old Tele 
phone System (POTS) or the Internet for sending text 
messages, hypertext data, digital photographs, etc. To a very 
limited extent, these portable devices may transmit and 
receive loW-resolution digital streaming audio and video 
signals, often signi?cantly buffered. The result is generally 
unsatisfactory to those Who need high quality tWo-Way 
video, audio and data communications. 

[0004] While these portable capabilities are satisfactory 
for many purposes, tWo-Way videoconferencing and similar 
high-bandWidth audio and data transmission are not Well 
supported to remote locations. This is in contrast to ?xed 
location capabilities that are ubiquitous in various institu 
tions Where there is a large terrestrial communication infra 
structure of videoconferencing systems, telephone, data net 
Works, etc. Businesses and institutions use these 
communication links for tWo-Way high-resolution audio and 
video transmission, Internet access, presentation visual 
graphics, telephone communication, email, and facsimile 
documents. HoWever, these land-based solutions are limited 
to ?xed locations and require signi?cant amounts of time to 
add neW locations. 

[0005] In the recent past, a truly portable, high-quality 
tWo-Way video/audio/data transmission Was achievable, as 
described in “Mobile Videoconferencing System” to Mark 
CheW et al., Ser. No. 10/339,919, ?led on 10 Jan. 2002, the 
disclosure of Which is incorporated by reference in its 
entirety. Therein, a Technical Operations Center (TOC) 
interfaced a satellite communication channel to the terres 
trial-based communication nodes (e.g., POTS, ISDN lines, 
Internet, etc.). At the other end of the satellite communica 
tion channel, a mobile system in shipping containers or 
installed in a vehicle quickly locked onto the satellite. 
Further portability Was achieved by a Radio Frequency (RF) 
transmission from the mobile system to a portable system. 

[0006] The portable part of the system, a “Video Interac 
tive Companion” (VIC), extended the mobility of the sys 
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tem, alloWing videoconferencing from locations that Were 
not directly accessible to a vehicle. A radio frequency 
communication link from the mobile portion of the system 
successfully traversed a distance such as approximately 200 
feet and into a building. Speci?cally, an access point is set 
up on the mobile system and another access point is incor 
porated into the VIC. The VIC also used static addressing. 
Thereby, a point-to-point solution Was provided by the VIC 
in combination With the mobile system and its satellite 
communication link, albeit With limitations such as one-Way 
video. 

[0007] While the Mobile Videoconferencing System 
readily provided tWo-Way broadband video, audio and data 
to remote locations at a reasonable cost, there are instances 
Where setting up the link betWeen the mobile system and the 
VIC Was problematic. For instance, placement of the VIC is 
dictated by the range of the mobile system, Which has poWer 
transmission limitations. In addition, in many industrial and 
business settings desirable locations for video/audio/data 
communications may be blocked by a signi?cant number of 
structures and interfering signals. Consequently, the VIC 
Was not able to roam While maintaining communication. 

[0008] In addition, there are instances Wherein the location 
is not so remote as to require a satellite communication link. 
In addition, even though the satellite link described is 
relatively inexpensive compared to traditional satellite com 
munication, it Would be desirable to avoid this expense if 
possible. In particular, there are situations Where institutions 
do not have ISDN (Integrated SWitched Digital NetWorks) 
access everyWhere that they Would like to videoconference. 
The cost of installation and maintenance for an ISDN may 
be too high or the existing IP data netWork is insuf?cient in 
bandWidth for quality of service for digital video. Typically, 
such an institution has speci?c conference rooms that are 
Wired for videoconference equipment. Often, it is inconve 
nient to hold all such videoconferences in these limited 
number of locations, or it Would be desirable to have 
additional simultaneous videoconferences. For instance, a 
public attraction such as an aquarium has numerous exhibits 
and marine specimens of interest to many educational insti 
tutions that are not near to a similar facility. Education 
Would be enhanced by having the videoconferences With the 
experts at the exhibits rather than being limited to What can 
be carried into a ?xed conference room. 

[0009] A partial ansWer to such portable videoconferenc 
ing has been available, albeit With a number of signi?cant 
draWbacks. A VRS LIBERTY conferencing system is con 
nected to an ISDN line via a ?xed VTC room. Avideo/audio 
analog signal from a nearby broadcasting location is trans 
mitted via a 2.4 GHZ carrier to the conferencing system. A 
tWo-Way audio communication channel is maintained With 
the broadcasting location via a separate VHF channel. 
Thereby, a camera operator can communicate With a distant 
broadcast recipient Who is participating via the ISDN line. 

[0010] This portable videoconferencing suffers from mul 
tipath signal distortion and other problems related to its 
analog transmission. The conferencing system requires that 
an ISDN line be available, Which is often not the case in 
institutions With only POTS and Internet connectivity. Fur 
thermore, at the broadcast location, only a return audio 
signal is provided, Which disables videoconferencing. Fur 
thermore, communication is poor When roaming. 
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[0011] A signi?cant need exists for a portable tWo-Way 
videoconferencing system that provides high quality audio, 
video and data to a broadcast location that is comparable in 
cost to ?xed location ISDN videoconference systems. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0012] The invention overcomes the above-noted and 
other de?ciencies of the prior art by providing improved 
Wireless digital data access points Which reach various 
locations Within a building or Within a given radius outside 
of the building. A mobile video/audio/data interactive com 
panion (MVIC) system takes advantage of this reliable 
communication channel by integrating tWo-Way audio, 
video and data features at a remote location. Thereby, a 
videoconference With the ?delity similar to a ?xed location 
videoconference site is achieved, even When moving the 
MVIC system to the remote location. 

[0013] In one aspect of the invention, a roaming video 
conferencing system includes a portable videoconferencing 
device that Wirelessly tWo-Way communicates via a client 
bridge to a packet-based, half-duplex access point that has 
enhanced range by utiliZing diversity antennas With transmit 
and receive sWitching to support solid state poWer ampli?ed 
transmission and loW noise ampli?ed reception. Thereby, the 
videoconferencing system may be Widely spaced from a 
terrestrial connection to the Internet and/or Integrated 
SWitched Digital Networks (ISDN). 

[0014] In another aspect of the invention, a roaming 
videoconferencing system includes a directionally tuned 
antenna array to a netWork-coupled access point. A portable 
videoconferencing device includes Wireless connectivity via 
a direct sequence spread spectrum client bridge Which may 
be placed distantly across a Work site yet remain in com 
munication With the system. 

[0015] These and other objects and advantages of the 
present invention shall be made apparent from the accom 
panying draWings and the description thereof. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

[0016] The accompanying draWings, Which are incorpo 
rated in and constitute a part of this speci?cation, illustrate 
embodiments of the invention, and, together With the general 
description of the invention given above, and the detailed 
description of the embodiments given beloW, serve to 
explain the principles of the present invention. 

[0017] FIG. 1 depicts a block diagram of a Mobile Video 
Interactive Companion (MVIC) system Wirelessly linked to 
an enhanced access point. 

[0018] FIG. 2 depicts a block diagram of the MVIC 
system of FIG. 1 Within an institution having a plurality of 
access points to alloW roaming, and including an extended 
range outside the access points linked to an extended range 
MVIC system. 

[0019] FIG. 3 depicts a block diagram of an enhanced 
directional access point linked to an MVIC system placed in 
an austere, obstructed location such as a construction site. 

[0020] FIG. 4 depicts a block diagram of an exemplary 
institution bene?ting from the MVIC system, speci?cally 
healthcare delivery. 
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[0021] FIG. 5 depicts a block diagram of a Wearable Video 
Interactive Companion (WVIC) With enhanced portability 
Which alloWs the system to be carried in a backpack to 
remote locations. 

[0022] FIG. 6 depicts a block diagram ofa MVIC system 
communicating to a ?xed VTC system. 

[0023] FIG. 7 depicts a block diagram of one or more 
MVIC systems used in video arraignment application. 

[0024] FIG. 8 depicts a block diagram of a Wireless 
command center communicating With a plurality of Wireless 
devices and MVIC systems. 

[0025] FIG. 9 depicts a block diagram of a Wireless 
communication center 802.11b in communication With a 
plurality of Wireless devices and MVIC systems. 

[0026] FIG. 10 depicts a block diagram of a legal pro 
ceeding in a courtroom facility incorporating an MVIC 
system and a plurality of dispersed display devices. 

[0027] FIG. 11 depicts in a block diagram the command 
center vehicle of FIG. 8 communicating via satellite With a 
technical operations center to terrestrial netWorks. 

[0028] FIG. 12 is a block diagram of a personal video 
interactive companion (PVIC). 

[0029] FIG. 13 is a block diagram ofa 1.2 Meter Wireless 
command center in communication With a plurality of 
Wireless devices and MVIC systems and With a technical 
operations center via a satellite, and thus terrestrial net 
Works. 

[0030] FIG. 14 is a block diagram of an MVIC system 
used Within a distance education netWork. 

[0031] FIG. 15 is a block diagram of a PVIC of FIG. 12 
in communication With the MVIC system of FIG. 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0032] Turning to the DraWings, Wherein like numerals 
denote like components throughout the several vieWs, FIG. 
1 shoWs a Mobile Video Interactive Companion (MVIC) 
portable unit 10 that maintains high quality videoconferenc 
ing and other digital services While roaming in or around a 
facility by advantageously grouping capabilities into the 
MVIC portable device 10 and by enhancing a facility access 
point assembly 12, thereby achieving a roaming VTC sys 
tem 13. 

[0033] It is generally knoWn to place access points for 
Wireless services. For instance, Symbol Technologies’ Spec 
trum24 ® 4131 Access Point (AP) 14 provides Wireless 
Local Area NetWork (LAN) performance required for 
advanced mobile netWorking and business-critical Wireless 
voice and data application support, including 10/100 Base-T 
Ethernet connectivity, the industry’s most open and 
advanced security. HoWever, the Effective Isotropic Radi 
ated PoWer (EIRP) from the generally-used AP 14 is quite 
limited. For instance, With the transmitter output poWer of 
100 mW (20 dBm) and a 5.1 dBi or 7.5 dBi antenna gain, the 
EIRP is respectively 0.32 W and 0.56 W. Thus, any facility 
needing Wireless netWorking requires numerous APs 14 
spaced in Working spaces. Even With such placement, the 
loW EIRP prevents continuous communication When mov 
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ing through the facility, especially from ?oor to ?oor and 
When moving about the ground outside of such a facility. 
The Wireless networking devices linking through such APs 
14 generally do not have high data rates and need tWo-Way 
synchroniZation to maintain a videoconference. Thus, fur 
ther issues such as distortion from Frequency Modulation 
(FM) multipathing Were not deemed to be a major problem 
for Internet/Intranet communication. 

[0034] APs 14 intended for packet data communication 
may be successfully modi?ed to Work for roaming video 
conferencing, even With their typically loW EIRP and their 
half-duplex broadcasting. Yet, a solution remains Within the 
transmission limits dictated by federal regulation (47 CFR 
15.247 “Operation Within the bands 902-928 MHZ, 2400 
2483.5 MHZ, and 5725-5850 MHZ.”). In a ?rst exemplary 
version, the enhancements include utiliZing tWo diversity 
antennas, each depicted as ceiling mount dipole antennas 16, 
18, Which overcome multipathing to minimiZe video image 
tears and audio drop out. Examples of these antennas 16, 18 
include an omnidirectional CUSHCRAFT antenna model 
S2403BH12NF With 5.1 dBi antenna gain and a directional 
CUSHCRAFT antenna model S2307MP10NF With 7.5 dBi 
antenna gain. This capability is often unused With typical AP 
14 installations. An illustrative implementation includes an 
Access Point 4131 With PoWer supply/(2) Rubber Duckie 
Antennas/Bias-T available from Symbol as model AP-4131 
1050-Z1-WW. 

[0035] A solid state poWer ampli?er (SSPA)/loW noise 
ampli?er (LNA) 20, such as an ANTENNAFIERTM model 
2400 SEU by RF LINX CORP. of Sharonville, Ohio is 
custom designed to receive the 30 mW (14.77 dBm) from 
the AP 14, and to provide a transmit gain of 14 dB. Thus, 
With an antenna 16 With 5.1 or 7.5 dBi gain, an EIRP of 
35.77 dBm is achieved, thereby remaining Within the 4 W 
regulatory limit for direct sequence spread spectrum (DSSS) 
transmissions. The SSPA/LNA 20 rapidly sWitches betWeen 
SSPA for transmit and LNA for receive and has a 20 dB 
receive gain. Connectors 22, 24 for each antenna 16, 18 have 
to be modi?ed to install these modi?cations. The sWitching 
for at least the referenced SSPA/LNA 20 is suf?cient for high 
quality video communication; even prior uses have been 
made only for more timing tolerant packet data communi 
cation With Wireless Internet service providers. 

[0036] A local area netWork (LAN) 26 may be connected 
to IP-base video/data systems, With the LAN 26 coupled to 
an Ethernet sWitch 28 for accessing Internet 30 and to a 
VS4000 videoconferencing (V TC) system 32 that is H.232 
compliant for connecting through an ISDN (Integrated 
SWitched Digital Networks Public SWitched Telephone Net 
Work (PSTN) netWork 34 to other VTC locations. The 
facility access point 14 is connected to the Ethernet sWitch 
28 to enable videoconferencing to these public and private 
netWorks. 

[0037] Long term portable poWer is provided by batteries 
36 that are converted by a DC-AC inverting generator 38 to 
a standard 110 VRMS 60 HZ output. Each component may 
use this poWer directly or convert it to an appropriate DC 
voltage With a number of linear poWer supplies 40. This 
approach has advantages of avoiding an expensive, dedi 
cated DC-DC poWer supply that has to be modi?ed for 
different con?gurations. Instead, economical poWer supplies 
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(“PS”) may be used. Another advantage of the MVIC 
portable unit 10 is that it may use an electrical outlet When 
available. 

[0038] A videoconference (V TC) device 42 With H.320/ 
H.323 connectivity is provided With a POLYCOM® VIEW 
STATION® H.323 or TANDBERG 880 that is connected to 
the access point assembly 12 to a client bridge 46, such as 
the Spectrum 24® CB 1000 Client Bridge from Symbol 
Technologies With diversity antennas 48, 50. 

[0039] Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP) may be 
accomplished for IP telephones 52. As another example, 
Internet access may be provided to general purpose com 
puters, such as a laptop personal computer or personal 
digital assistant (PDA) 54. 

[0040] The MVIC portable device 10 provides a number 
of options for input and output devices. The built-in video 
camera 56 may be augmented With a portable video camera 
58. The portable video camera 58 alloWs for additional 
functionality such as ?ood lights, additional telephoto mag 
ni?cation, loW lux lighting, videostabiliZation, etc. Extended 
distance may be achieved With a balun (balanced to unbal 
anced) device 60 coupled across a length of transmission 
cable 62 (e.g., 2000 feet) to another balun device 64. AWired 
microphone 66 may be used or a Wireless microphone 
receiver 68 and Wireless microphone 70, such a Series 100 
Wireless microphone system from SENNHEISER USA. 

[0041] The portable video camera 58 may advantageously 
comprise a magnifying video scope useful for diagnostic 
imaging (e.g., physiological examinations, troubleshooting 
mechanical devices, etc.) In addition or as an alternative to 
other individually Worn audio devices, a heads-up-display 
(HUD) 71 may be Worn so that the individual at the remote 
site may perform tasks in addition to participating in a 
videoconference. For example, in consulting With a remote 
expert in repair or surgery, the HUD 71 may display infor 
mation for a local individual, such as a checklist, a technical 
draWing, etc. 

[0042] A Wireless tWo-Way headset 72 gives hands free 
advantages, especially When using the portable video cam 
era 58. The headset 72 also alloWs operation in a noisy 
public or industrial setting. In order to achieve advantageous 
reception and distance, a Sennheiser HMD25-1 headset 72 
is modi?ed by replacing a 600 Ohm resistor in the earpiece 
circuit With a 70 Ohm resistor and by placing a 10 HF 
capacitor into the microphone circuit to block DC noise 
signals. At the VTC device 42, a Wireless microphone 
receiver 74, such as a model EW122P by SENNHEISER, is 
coupled to a mixer input. A Wireless transmitter for a headset 
76, such as model EW522P by SENNHEISER, is coupled to 
the VTC device 42. The operator Wears a Wireless micro 
phone transmitter 78, Which is part of model EW122P, and 
Wears a Wireless receiver 80 that are in communication With 
their counterpart receiver 74 and transmitter 76, respec 
tively. 

[0043] It should be appreciated that Wireless communica 
tion channels may advantageously include encryption to 
avoid or to at least reduce the likelihood of interception by 
third parties, enhancing the use for sensitive communica 
tions (e.g., private personnel information, trade secrets, etc.) 

[0044] One or more video monitors 82, such as 6.8 inch 
Thin Film Transistor (TFT) Liquid Crystal Display (LCD) 
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monitor (type 1) CM20-068NP from Century High-Tech 
Corp. (CCHT), are connected to the VTC device 42 so that 
individuals at the MVIC portable device 10 may receive 
videoconferencing. Also, an audio poWer ampli?er 84 poW 
ers a speaker 86. Alternatively or in addition, dual 32 inch 
videomonitor devices 88 may be coupled to the MVIC 
portable device 10. 

[0045] In an illustrative version that supports encryption 
of transmitted data, the MVIC portable device 10 includes a 
3 Dbi dipole Antenna Omni, model ML-2499-HPA1-00; a 
PortaWattZ 400 Watt Xantrex, model 803-0450; an LCD 
Stand, model Anthro 0111-17; a POC Cart Standard, model 
POCCSM/LG; a Cisco 1310 Outdoor AP/BR W/RP-TNC, 
FCC Con?guration model AIR-BR1310G-A-K9-R; a 20" 
LCD Video Monitor by Sharp model LC20S1UB; and a 
Polycom VieWStation H.323 Dual Monitor, model 2200 
11323-001. 

[0046] In another illustrative version With enhanced range 
(e.g., 3x), the MVIC portable device 10 includes Polycom 
VieWStation H.323 Dual Monitor, model 2200-11323-001; 
With a 13" LCD Video Monitor, Sharp model LC13B4US; a 
POC Cart Standard, model POCCSM/LG; a CB1000 With 
tWo external connectors BNC, by Symbol model CB-1000 
0020-US; an LCD Stand, Anthro model 0111-17; a High 
Rate 11 Mbps Wireless LAN Adapter Connectors; an 
MMCX by Symbol model LA-4121-1100-US; and a Porta 
WattZ 400 Watt Xantrex, model 803-0450; and a 3 Dbi dipole 
Antenna by Omni model ML-2499-HPA1-00. 

[0047] In FIG. 2, an MVIC portable device 10 is illus 
trated as part of a roaming VTC system 90 Within a facility 
100, Which may comprise a relatively large building or 
campus. Some areas 102, 104, 106 are close enough (e.g., 
328 feet) to have a respective access point assembly 108, 
110, 112 coupled by conductor 114 to a 10/100BT sWitch 
116. For a more distant area 118, an access point assembly 
120 may include an optical ?ber 122 of about 2 km or less 
in length interposed betWeen a pair of media converters 124, 
126. These lengths of conductor 114 and optical ?ber 122 
have sufficient transmission times to maintain required syn 
chroniZation for high-quality VTC communications. The 
sWitch 116 in turn is coupled to an Asymmetric Digital 
Subscriber Line (ADSL) 128 and hence to Internet 130. 
Alternatively or in addition, the sWitch may be coupled to a 
VTC device 132, such as a VS4000 POLYCOM, to thereby 
communicate via an ISDN PSTN netWork 134 to other VTC 
locations. 

[0048] An example of an application such as depicted in 
FIG. 2 is a courtroom facility With multiple courtrooms, 
judge’s chambers, etc. Conferences are facilitated When 
some of the parties are in other locations. Trial proceedings 
are enabled When an accused must be removed from the 
courtroom for disciplinary infractions. Closed circuit capa 
bilities enhance vieWing of exhibits and other evidence, such 
as recorded testimony and accident reconstruction modeling. 

[0049] Alternatively or in addition to an MVIC portable 
device 10 With the afore-described antenna coupling to an 
access point assembly 108, 110, 112, 120, an increased range 
MVIC portable device 150 achieves a range from the access 
point 108 of about 10-16 km. Such placement may be ideal 
for facilities such as a ZOO or nature preserve that have 
Widely spaced exhibits that Would bene?t from an on-site 
VTC but the expense of hardWiring multiple AP assemblies 
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12 Would be prohibitive. Increased transmission and recep 
tion at the AP 108 is achieved by incorporating a bandpass 
?lter channel selector 152 coupled to a 1-6 programmable 
antenna selector 154 With each selectable channel 1-6 (only 
3 being depicted) having a bandpass ?lter (“BPF”) and 
SSPA/LNA’s 156, 158, 160 tuned to one of the selectable 
BPF channels of BPT channel selector 152. Each BPF LNA 
156, 158, 160 in turn is coupled to an elevated 60 degree 
aZimuth YAGI antenna 162, 164, 166 respectively oriented 
to achieve a 360 degree coverage. The multiple antennas 
enable improved signal-to-noise ratio by directionally dis 
criminating against interference. The enhanced range MVIC 
portable device 150 is depicted as transported on a utility 
vehicle 168 that supports a light-Weight, telescoping antenna 
mast 170 capped With directional YAGI antennas 172. The 
MVIC portable device 150 may then incorporate some or all 
of the options described in FIG. 1, With a Wireless headset 
72 and portable camera 58 being depicted in FIG. 2. The 
roaming VTC system 90 is thus able to determine the best 
antenna 162-166 to communicate With the MVIC portable 
device 150, providing high-quality VTC services thereto 
even across an expansive installation. 

[0050] In FIG. 3, another exemplary version shoWs a 
roaming VTC system 200 that has particular advantages for 
project supervision at a Work site 201 (e.g., building/high 
Way construction) Wherein increased transmission EIRP is 
alloWable and terrestrial AP assemblies 12 are available. For 
illustrative purposes, a VTC device 202 at a central Work site 
location 204 is depicted as a PC 206 given modest VTC 
capabilities by PC-based VTC system 208, such as a VIA 
VIDEO Professional Video Conferencing Appliance from 
POLYCOM. An Ethernet sWitch 210 supports connectivity 
With other elements at the central Work site location 204 or 
a remote location, such as a 384/768 kB connection via an 
ADSL 212 to Internet 214. Alternatively or in addition to a 
VTC device 202, a full VTC device 216 With monitors 218, 
220 may be available at the central Work site location 204. 
The Ethernet sWitch 210 may further provide telephone 
service to the entire Work site 201 by including a VOIP 
device 222 connected to a PSTN 224. 

[0051] An advantageous ability for communicating an 
increased distance or through an additional interfering struc 
ture or emissions Within the Work site 201 is provided by 
remaining Within a 1-to-3 FCC rule. An access point 226 has 
one output coupled through a SSPA LNA 230 custom 
engineered by RF LINX to a 0.5 W gain that in turn is 
coupled to one of tWo diversity YAGI antennas 230, 232 
each having 15 dBi of antenna gain. Thereby, an EIRP of 16 
W is achieved. Thus, the MVIC portable device 10 may be 
advantageously placed some distance aWay or Within a 
partially constructed structure, alloWing increased project 
coordination Without the inconvenience of having to visit the 
speci?c site in question. 

[0052] FIG. 4 further illustrates the utility and ?exibility 
of the present invention by shoWing another exemplary 
roaming VTC system 250 in a therapeutic situation Where 
high quality VTC capabilities are necessary for remote 
caregivers or emergency responders to exchange suf?cient 
resolution diagnostic data When assessing a patient in a rural 
area or in-transit. As another example, a patient, remote from 
family and friends, could bene?t from being in more inti 
mate contact than an audio-only telephone call Would per 
mit. Additionally, in a hospital, it Would be bene?cial not to 
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have to install ISDN lines to every room When only a very 
feW at any given time could bene?t from a VTC connection. 
Moreover, often it is not advisable to move the patient to a 
?xed VTC room. 

[0053] In this illustrative con?guration, the MVIC por 
table device 10 is placed at a patient location Within range 
of an AP assembly 12, and may provide any or all of the 
video/audio/data services as depicted in FIG. 1, such as 
access to Internet 252 to a VOIP device 254, a PC 256, and 
a Web-enabled device such as a Personal Digital Assistant 
(PDA) 258. Diagnostic or therapeutic devices may also be 
communicated therefrom to entities such as a consultant 260 
(e.g., specialist), a diagnostic services provider 262 and an 
interpretative services provider 264 (e.g., foreign language 
translator). A family member or friend may economically 
communicate With the patient via an Intemet-coupled PC 
266 given VTC capability With a VIA VIDEO or similar 
device 268. The patient may also obtain remote communi 
cation With a church 270 and/or a school 272. 

[0054] It should be appreciated that a portable stand in 
various applications may include features such as a pressur 
iZed, telescoping adjustment for raising the display to an 
appropriate height. Further, in some executive style appli 
cations, a Wide base may support tWo large display monitors, 
similar to generally corded VTC systems. 

[0055] In FIG. 5, a reduced siZe Wearable Interactive 
Companion (WVIC) portable unit 300 provides many of the 
features for videoconferencing, yet may be Worn for 
enhanced portability. Speci?cally, the components thereof 
are carried in a backpack 302 to a remote location, Where 
upon a tripod 304 is set up to support a lightWeight display 
(e.g., LCD) 306 and video camera/microphone 308 (e.g., 
SONY MINI DV camcorder). A VTC (e.g., SONY PS1 
video communication system) provides tWo-Way audio to an 
operator via headset 312 and to others at the remote site by 
a speaker 314 poWered by a l W ampli?er 316. The VTC 
310 is connected to the camcorder/microphone 308 and 
display 306 for tWo-Way video communication. A client 
bridge 318, such as previously described, is connected to the 
VTC 310 by an Ethernet to Wirelessly communicate With an 
access point 12. The individual components of the WVIC 
portable unit have AC transformer poWer supplies 320 that 
are poWered by a combination of a poWer interface 322, 
AC/DC converter 324, and batteries 326. 

[0056] By virtue of the foregoing, a videoconferencing 
system is no longer tethered to a group room by the necessity 
of ISDN Wiring and facility scheduling limitations. Thereby, 
support sta? may be connected With customers on their 
product ?oor, reducing the resolution time for perhaps 
complex technical issues. Products and facilities in one part 
of the World may be shoWcased to potential clients in 
another as part of a truly interactive tour. As another 
example, military personnel being deployed may take 
advantage of the ?ight time to interactively brief and debrief 
missions. As yet a further example, distance education, 
telemedicine, construction management and manufacturing, 
among others, are enhanced. Generally-known videoconfer 
encing has enabled, to an extent, organizations to overcome 
time and distance With resultant reduction in hard and soft 
costs associated With collaborations. HoWever, in today’s 
competitive marketplace, organizations are receptive to a 
means to extend their traditional videoconferencing capa 
bilities. 
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[0057] In the computing World, the need to distribute 
computing beyond the “glass house” Where mainframes 
resided resulted in the explosion of client-server netWorks. 
A similar paradigm shift is occurring today in videoconfer 
encing, enabled further by a mobile, Wireless videoconfer 
encing solution that may implemented nearly anyWhere. 
Thereby the bene?ts of collaboration by videoconferencing 
may be realiZed. These bene?ts are breaking doWn barriers 
due to distance, thereby increasing productivity and reduc 
ing costs. All of this builds upon a more modest amount of 
collaboration has hitherto been provided by ?xed equip 
ment. Leaving behind these “islands of cooperation”, no 
longer must collaboration be rationed by a facility schedule 
nor the content constrained by What may be brought into the 
room. Instead, Wireless netWorks emerge as a ?exible, 
robust, and cost effective means to extend data netWorks and 
to connect businesses internally and externally With custom 
ers. The advantageous end-to-end Wireless videoconferenc 
ing solution delivers reliable, high quality video collabora 
tion Without Wires, leveraging the scalability and 
adaptability of a Wireless local area netWork (WLAN) to 
provide superior videoconferencing even for the heavy 
demands of video. Any space then becomes a “collaborative 
Zone” With a minimum of set-up. 

[0058] It should be appreciated that this approach provides 
a product With a focus on mobility, ?exibility and above all 
quality. A robust, Wireless connection ensures excellent 
video and voice quality by integrating “best of breed” group 
room systems onto a mobile chassis. Far end camera con 
trols alloW the user to pan, tilt and Zoom the remote camera. 
Clear audio output is augmented by an ability to connect a 
Wireless lavaliere microphone or headset With a boom 
microphone for noisy production environments. The illus 
trative solution adheres to the 802.1lx standard for Wireless 
local area netWorks. No additional FCC license is required. 

[0059] While the present invention has been illustrated by 
description of several embodiments and While the illustra 
tive embodiments have been described in considerable 
detail, it is not the intention of the applicant to restrict or in 
any Way limit the scope of the appended claims to such 
detail. Additional advantages and modi?cations may readily 
appear to those skilled in the art. Examples of various 
applications are depicted in FIGS. 6-15. 

[0060] As an example, a similar roaming VTC system may 
be employed in a courtroom complex Wherein multiple 
courtrooms and judge’s chambers Would bene?t from VTC. 
For example, certain conferences may be more e?iciently 
conducted With some parties remote to the proceeding (e.g., 
video arraignments). HoWever, many old public facilities 
such as a courtroom complex may ?nd Wiring for all of the 
necessary ISDN connections to be cost prohibitive. 

[0061] Other examples of situations bene?ting from a 
similar roaming VTC system include periodic nursing 
checks of homebound patients, and troubleshooting 
machines remotely to avoid the delay and expense of 
sending an expert technician. 

[0062] It should be appreciated that mobile videoconfer 
encing brings an unprecedented dimension to an organiza 
tion collaborative portfolio. For example, a manufacturer of 
large, complex systems such as aircraft, motor vehicles, and 
die/mold machinery are often confronted With challenges of 
coordinating completion, shipping and assembly of a large 






