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(57) ABSTRACT 

An apparatus for determining a position of a subject’s 
cornea, comprising a camera, a ?rst illumination apparatus 
adapted to provide a ?rst beam of light and a ?rst di?‘use 
portion of light that are coincident, and a second illumina 
tion apparatus adapted to provide a second beam of light and 
a second di?‘use portion of light, that are coincident. In some 
embodiments, the ?rst, second, third and fourth images are 
disposed on the midpoints of a square, When a cornea is 
located along an optical axis of camera. 
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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR 
DETERMINING A POSITION OF AN EYE 

FIELD OF INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to methods and appa 
ratus for determining a position of a subject’s eye, and more 
particularly to optical methods and optical apparatus for 
determining a position of a subject’s eye. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The desire to accurately determine a position of a 
subject’s eye manifests itself in many ?elds of endeavor. For 
example, in opthalmic applications, knowledge of a position 
of an eye is desirable to make eye measurements or to 
perform refractive surgery. 
[0003] Various apparatus for determining a position of a 
subject’s eye are knoWn. FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of 
a ?rst conventional apparatus for determining a position of 
a subject’s eye. A ?rst laser 10 and a second laser 20 are 
aligned so that the beams from the lasers intersect at a 
location L. The subject’s eye is brought to a longitudinal 
location L (in the y-direction) by observing an image of the 
light in the beams that is scattered by the subject’s comea C 
using a camera 50. When tWo spots R1 and R2 are observed 
by the camera, the subj ect’s eye is either in front of or behind 
location L; and When a single spot is observed the subject’s 
eye is at the location. Such an arrangement is not sensitive 
to lateral displacement of the eye (i.e., in the x-direction or 
the Z-direction). 
[0004] FIG. 2 is a schematic illustration of another appa 
ratus for determining a position of a subject’s eye. Using the 
apparatus of FIG. 2, a ?rst point source 60 and second point 
source 70 are arranged to project light onto a subject’s eye. 
A camera is positioned to image light re?ected from the 
subject’s cornea. 
[0005] Because the cornea operates as a convex mirror 
surface, the camera 75 observes virtual images S1‘ and S3‘ of 
the point sources. The eye can be brought to a knoWn 
location by moving the eye so that images S1 and S3 are 
positioned symmetrically about a centerline corresponding 
to optical axis OA. The apparatus in FIG. 2 determines a 
lateral position (i.e., in the x-direction and the Z-direction) of 
the eye. HoWever, the technique is not sensitive to displace 
ment along the longitudinal axis (i.e., in the y-direction). 
[0006] While the above apparatus provide some knoWl 
edge of eye position, What is needed is a device that can 
provide more accurate position information of an eye and/or 
a more facile technique of determining position. 

SUMMARY 

[0007] A ?rst aspect of the present invention is directed to 
an apparatus for determining a position of a subject’s cornea, 
comprising a ?rst illumination apparatus adapted to provide 
a ?rst beam of light and a ?rst di?fuse portion of light, the 
?rst di?fuse portion emanating from a point coincident With 
the ?rst beam; and a camera, the ?rst illumination apparatus 
and the camera being con?gured and arranged to form a ?rst 
image of a scattering point of the ?rst beam at the cornea, 
and to form a second image of the ?rst di?fuse portion 
re?ected from the cornea. 

[0008] In some embodiments, the ?rst illumination appa 
ratus comprises a ?rst laser adapted to provide the ?rst beam 
of light, and a ?rst aperture disposed in the ?rst beam and 
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adapted to generate the ?rst di?‘use portion of light. In some 
embodiments, the apparatus further comprises a structure to 
maintain the subject’s head in a selected position, the ?rst 
illumination apparatus being directed to project the ?rst 
beam and the ?rst di?fuse portion toWard a position corre 
sponding to the subject’s cornea. The structure to maintain 
the subject’s head may comprise a chin rest to position the 
subject’s cornea. In some embodiments, the ?rst illumina 
tion apparatus comprises a ?rst pinhole con?gured and 
arranged to determine a shape of the ?rst beam and to 
di?fract a portion of the light from the ?rst beam to form the 
?rst di?‘use portion. 
[0009] The apparatus may further comprise a second illu 
mination apparatus adapted to provide a second beam of 
light and a second diffuse portion of light, the second di?‘use 
portion emanating from a point coincident With the second 
beam. In such embodiments, the second illumination appa 
ratus and the camera may be con?gured and arranged to 
form a third image of a scattering point of the second beam 
at the cornea, and to form a fourth image of the second 
di?fuse portion re?ected from the cornea. In some such 
embodiments, the camera has an optical axis, and the ?rst 
and third images are symmetrically disposed about the 
optical axis, When the cornea is located along an optical axis 
of the camera. The second and fourth images may be 
symmetrically disposed about the optical axis, When a 
cornea is located along the optical axis of the camera. The 
?rst, second, third and fourth images may be disposed on the 
midpoints of a rectangle, When a cornea is located along the 
optical axis of the camera. The ?rst, second, third and fourth 
images may be disposed on the midpoints of a square, When 
a cornea is located along the optical axis of the camera. In 
other embodiments, the ?rst, second, third and fourth images 
may be disposed on a straight line, When a cornea is located 
along the optical axis of the camera. 
[0010] In some embodiments, the apparatus comprises a 
processor electrically coupled to the camera and pro 
grammed to calculate a position of the eye using the image 
of a scattering point of the ?rst beam at the cornea, and the 
image of the ?rst di?‘use portion re?ected from the cornea. 
[0011] The apparatus may be in a combination With a 
pachymetric device adapted to acquire a plurality of images 
of the subject’s eye, Wherein the apparatus is adapted to 
provide a position of the eye for each of the plurality of 
images. In other embodiments, the apparatus is in a combi 
nation With a refractive surgery device adapted to perform a 
course of treatment, Wherein the apparatus is adapted to 
provide position data of the eye to the surgery device and the 
refractive surgery device is adapted to modify the course of 
treatment in response to position data. 
[0012] Another aspect of the invention is directed to an 
apparatus for determining a position of a subject’s eye, 
comprising a ?rst illumination apparatus adapted to provide 
a ?rst beam of light; a second illumination apparatus adapted 
to provide a second beam of light; a ?rst point source 
illumination apparatus; and a second point source illumina 
tion apparatus. The apparatus also comprises a camera 
having an optical axis, In the apparatus, the camera, the ?rst 
and second illumination apparatus and the ?rst and second 
point source illumination apparatus being con?gured and 
arranged such that, When the eye is located at a given 
position, (i) light from the ?rst beam and light from the 
second beam scatter from a cornea of the eye to form ?rst 
and second images at the camera respectively, the ?rst and 
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second images being disposed about a ?rst point that is a ?rst 
predetermined distance from a point at the camera corre 
sponding to the apex of the cornea of the eye, and (ii) light 
from the ?rst point source and light from the second point 
source re?ect from the cornea to form third and fourth 
images respectively, the third and fourth images being 
disposed about a second point that is a second predetermined 
distance from the point at the camera corresponding to the 
apex of the cornea of the eye. 

[0013] The ?rst point and the second point may be coin 
cident With one another. In some embodiments, each of the 
?rst image, second image, third image and the fourth image 
are disposed on a corresponding midpoint of a side of square 
that is centered about a point corresponding to the optical 
axis of the camera. 

[0014] Another aspect of the invention is directed to an 
apparatus for determining a position of a subject’s cornea, 
comprising (A.) a ?rst illumination apparatus comprising (i.) 
a ?rst laser adapted to provide a ?rst beam of light, and (ii.) 
a ?rst aperture disposed in a path of the ?rst beam and 
adapted to generate a ?rst di?‘use portion emanating from a 
point coincident With the ?rst beam; (B.) a second illumi 
nation apparatus comprising (i.) a second laser adapted to 
provide a second beam of light, and (ii.) a second aperture 
disposed in a path of the second beam and adapted to 
generate a second di?‘use portion emanating from a point 
coincident With the second beam; and (C.) a camera. In the 
apparatus, the ?rst laser, the second laser, the ?rst aperture, 
the second aperture, and the camera being con?gured and 
arranged to form at the camera (i) an image of a scattering 
point of the ?rst beam at the cornea, (ii) an image of the ?rst 
di?‘use portion re?ected from the cornea, (iii) an image of a 
scattering point of the second beam at the cornea, and (iv) 
an image of the second di?‘use portion re?ected from the 
cornea. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0015] Illustrative, non-limiting embodiments of the 
present invention Will be described by Way of example With 
reference to the accompanying draWings, in Which the same 
reference number is used to designate the same or similar 
components in different ?gures, and in Which: 
[0016] FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of a prior art 
apparatus for determining a position of an eye; 
[0017] FIG. 2 is a schematic illustration of another prior 
art apparatus for determining a position of an eye; 
[0018] FIG. 3Ais a schematic illustration ofa side vieW of 
an example of an apparatus for determining a position of a 
subject’s eye, illustrating the paths of beams of light incident 
on the eye; 

[0019] FIG. 3B is a schematic illustration of the same side 
vieW as illustrated in FIG. 3A, illustrating the paths of light 
from point sources, each of the point sources being coinci 
dent With a corresponding one of the incident beams of light 
shoWn in FIG. 3A; 
[0020] FIG. 4 is a schematic illustration of the apparatus 
of FIG. 3A as vieWed along line 4-4; 

[0021] FIG. 5 is a schematic illustration of the apparatus 
of FIG. 3A as vieWed along line 5-5; 

[0022] FIG. 6A is a schematic illustration of the images 
generated by the camera in FIG. 3A When the subject’s eye 
is properly aligned With the apparatus; 
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[0023] FIGS. 6B and 6C are schematic illustrations of the 
images generated by the apparatus in FIG. 3A When the eye 
is improperly aligned With the apparatus; 
[0024] FIG. 7 is a schematic illustration of a side vieW of 
another example of an embodiment of an apparatus for 
determining a position of a subject’s eye; 
[0025] FIG. 8 is a schematic illustration of the apparatus 
of FIG. 7 as vieWed along line 8-8; 
[0026] FIG. 9 is a schematic illustration of the apparatus 
of FIG. 7 as vieWed along line 9-9; 
[0027] FIG. 10 is a schematic illustration of the images 
generated by the camera in FIG. 7; 
[0028] FIG. 11 is a schematic illustration of a side vieW of 
another example of an embodiment of an apparatus for 
determining a position of a subject’s eye, using four separate 
sources; 
[0029] FIG. 12 is a schematic illustration of the apparatus 
of FIG. 11 as vieWed along line 12-12; 
[0030] FIG. 13 is a schematic illustration of an apparatus 
for determining a position of a subject’s eye in a combina 
tion With another ophthalmic instrument; 
[0031] FIG. 14A is a schematic illustration of a cross 
sectional vieW of a portion of a subj ect’s eye shoWing image 
slices corresponding to images taken for pachymetric analy 
sis of the eye; and 
[0032] FIG. 14B is a schematic illustration of a plan vieW 
of a subject’s eye shoWing the image slices of FIG. 14A. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0033] FIGS. 3A, 3B, 4 and 5 are schematic illustrations 
of an example of an embodiment of an apparatus 300 for 
determining a position of a subject’s eye according to 
aspects of the invention. The apparatus comprises a ?rst 
illumination apparatus 310, a second illumination apparatus 
320, and a camera 330. 
[0034] The ?rst illumination apparatus is adapted to pro 
vide a ?rst beam of light B 1 (shoWn in FIG. 3A) and a ?rst 
di?‘use portion of light D 1 (shoWn in FIG. 3B). Similar to the 
?rst illumination apparatus, the second illumination appa 
ratus is adapted to provide a ?rst beam of light B2 and a ?rst 
di?‘use portion of light D2. 
[0035] The ?rst illumination apparatus and the second 
illumination apparatus may comprise any suitable structure 
to provide the, respective, beams and diffuse portions. For 
example, as illustrated in FIG. 3A, the illumination appara 
tus may comprise a laser light source and a pinhole (i.e., a 
small aperture) placed in the path of the beam generated by 
the laser. The pinhole generates the diffuse portion by 
diffraction of a portion of the beam. The di?fracted portion 
of the light forms Wavefronts in the manner of a point 
source, and a portion of the beam generated by the laser 
continues to propagate as a beam. It Will be appreciated that, 
as a result, the diffuse portion emanates from a point P 1 that 
is coincident With beam B 1. 

[0036] In an alternative embodiment, the illumination 
apparatus comprises a laser and a scattering device placed in 
the path of the beam. The scattering device generates a 
diffuse portion by scattering a portion of the beam generated 
by the laser. The scattered portion of the light forms Wave 
fronts in the manner of a point source, and a portion of the 
beam generated by the laser continues to propagate as a 
beam. It Will be appreciated that the diffuse portion emanates 
from a point that is coincident With the beam. In some 
embodiments, a diffractive optical element (DOE) can be 
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used to generate Wavefronts in the manner of a point source. 
In some embodiments, an LED may constitute the light 
source that generates the beam and coincident point source. 
In the above embodiments, it Will be appreciated that a 
single light source provides light to generate both a beam 
and a diffuse portion. The term “light source” refers to an 
apparatus that creates light energy. 
[0037] As illustrated in FIG. 5, the camera 330 is con?g 
ured and arranged to form an image from a portion of the 
?rst beam Bl scattered by the cornea eye. The image 
corresponding to the ?rst beam is illustrated as spot S4 in 
FIG. 6A. As is illustrated in FIG. 3B, the camera is also 
arranged to form an image of the ?rst di?‘use portion Dl 
re?ected from the cornea. The image corresponding to the 
?rst di?‘use portion is illustrated as spot S1 in FIG. 6A. FIGS. 
6A-6C correspond to images on sensor 332 of camera 320. 
In some embodiments, a display 350 is connected directly to 
the camera; and in other embodiments, the output of the 
camera is processed by a processor 340 prior to reaching the 
display. 
[0038] Additionally, camera 330 is con?gured and 
arranged to form an image from a portion of the second 
beam B2 scattered by the cornea. The image corresponding 
to the second beam is illustrated as spot S2 in FIG. 6A. The 
camera is also arranged to form an image of the second 
di?fuse portion D2 re?ected from the cornea. The image 
corresponding to the second di?fuse portion is illustrated as 
spot S3 in FIG. 6A. It Will, of course, be understood that all 
of beams B1 and B2, and diffuse portions D1 and D2 Will 
typically be generated contemporaneously. 
[0039] In some embodiments, it is preferable that the 
structure to provide the diffuse portion (i.e., the pinhole or 
scattering element) is selected to direct a substantial portion 
of the light from the input beam, such that spot S 1 and spot 
S3 have brightness that permit easy vieWing on display 350. 
In some embodiments, the spots have substantially the same 
brightness as spots S2 and S4. HoWever, aspects of the 
invention are not so limited, and the spots can have any 
brightness such that they are detectable by the camera and 
visible on display 350. In some embodiments, at least 2% of 
the beam poWer is provided in the diffuse portion. In other 
embodiments, at least 5% is provided, and in still other 
embodiments at least 10% is provided in the diffuse portion. 
[0040] FIG. 3B illustrates that the light in di?fuse portion 
D1 is re?ected from the cornea of the eye, and the part of 
light in the diffuse portion D 1 forms spot S1 is determined by 
the angle of incidence on the cornea C (i.e., for the light 
forming image S1, the angle of incidence on the cornea 
equals the angle of re?ection). Diffuse portion D2 is only 
shoWn in part in FIG. 3B to avoid obfuscation. 
[0041] FIG. 5 illustrates that the light in beam B1 is 
scattered by the cornea of the eye, and the scattered light of 
the ?rst beam B 1 forms image S4. Beam B2 is omitted from 
FIG. 5 to avoid obfuscation. In some embodiments, it is 
preferable that the illumination apparatus and the camera are 
arranged such that the specularly re?ected portions of beams 
B 1 and B2 do not impinge on the camera. 

[0042] Also as illustrated in FIGS. 3A, 3B, 4, and 5, in the 
example embodiment, the illumination apparatus are 
arranged such that the point source is disposed on plane X-Y, 
on a line LX that is parallel to the X-axis. The beams are 
projected such that they intersect the Z-axis at equal but 
opposite distances from plane X-Y. Such an arrangement is 
suitable for generating a symmetric pattern (i.e., in FIG. 6A, 
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images S2 and S4 are symmetric about the y-axis (Which 
corresponds to the optical axis of the camera), and images S1 
and S3 are symmetric about the y-axis) When an eye is 
properly positioned relative to the apparatus 300. An 
arrangement that generates such symmetry is advantageous 
in some embodiments of the invention, but is not necessary. 
In some embodiments, spots S2 and S4 are symmetrical 
about a ?rst point that is a predetermined distance from the 
y-axis; and spots S1 and S3 are symmetrical about a second 
point that is a predetermined distance from the y-axis. In 
some embodiments, as described above, both the ?rst point 
and the second point coincide With the optical axis of the 
camera. 

[0043] As illustrated in FIG. 6A, the con?guration and 
arrangement of the light sources in the manner discussed 
above With reference FIGS. 3A, 3B, 4 and 5 results in points 
S1, S2, S3, and S4 being disposed on the midpoints of a 
rectangle if the apex of a subject’s eye is disposed at a 
predetermined point (eg the apex is aligned along the 
y-axis and is disposed a predetermined distance in front of 
the camera). It Will be appreciated that by appropriately 
locating the pinhole and appropriately angling the laser, the 
apparatus may be con?gured such that images S 1 S2 S3 and 
S4 are disposed on the midpoints of a square When the apex 
is at the predetermined point. 
[0044] Referring to FIGS. 3A and 3B, it Will be appreci 
ated that if the subject’s eye is moved transversely from the 
predetermined point (i.e., along axis X and/or Z) that spots 
S1, S3 Will be displaced by a relatively larger amount, as 
compared to spots S2, S4. As shoWn in FIG. 6B, the resulting 
images Will be arranged such that spots S2, S4 Will no longer 
be symmetric about the y-axis. 
[0045] Further, it Will be appreciated that if the subject’s 
eye is moved longitudinally from the predetermined point 
(i.e., along axis Y) the spots S2, S4 Will be displaced by a 
relatively larger amount, as compared to spots S1, S3. As 
shoWn in FIG. 6C, the resulting images Will be arranged 
such that S2, S4 deviate from the vertical line V. 
[0046] Accordingly, it can be seen that a determination of 
Whether an eye is disposed in a proper location can be 
achieved by observing the location of spots S1, S2, S3, and 
S4. Furthermore, it Will be appreciated that, it is relatively 
easy for an observer of the spots on a display 350 to identify 
Whether a subject’s eye is properly located, and to move a 
subject’s head appropriately to locate the eye at the prede 
termined position by observing a spot pattern. 
[0047] Although the spots are illustrated as being disposed 
on the midpoints of the sides of a square that is centered 
about the y-axis (i.e., the optical axis of the camera), the 
scope of the present aspect of the invention is not so limited, 
and any appropriate pattern of spots may be used. The 
observer can properly locate a subject’s eye by observing the 
spot pattern and moving the subject’s head to achieve an 
appropriate pattern. 
[0048] A structure (not shoWn) to maintain the subject’s 
head such that the diffuse portion of light and the beam of 
light impinge on a patient’s comea may be provided in 
apparatus 300. For example, the structure may include a chin 
rest and/or a forehead rest. Also, apparatus 300 may include 
a device (not shoWn) to move the optical components (e.g., 
the lasers, lenses and camera) With respect to the subject’s 
head. 
[0049] It is also to be understood that, although the 
embodiments discussed above include ?rst and second 
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beams, and ?rst and second point sources, in other embodi 
ments, only a single beam and a single point source (that is 
coincident With the beam) may be provided. In such embodi 
ments, if the location of the optical axis of the camera is 
known, by observing only points S l and S4 and their posi 
tions relative to the optical axis, it is possible to determine 
if the apex of the cornea is appropriately positioned. 

[0050] In some embodiments, beams B l and B2 have 
diameters from 100-500 microns. For example, the diam 
eters may be approximately 300 microns. In some embodi 
ments, illumination apparatus 310 and 320 and the camera 
are con?gured and arranged such that spots S1 and S3 are 
separated from one another by about 1-4 mm; and spots S2 
and S4 are separated from one another by about 1-4 mm. For 
example the separation of spots S1 and S3 may be 2 mm and 
the separation of spots S2 and S4 may be 2 mm. In some 
embodiments, the camera is approximately 180 mm from 
the cornea and the illumination sources are approximately 
150 mm from the cornea. In some embodiments, it is 
advantageous that the light that generates the spots S1_4 is 
invisible (e.g., infrared or ultraviolet). 
[0051] FIGS. 7-9 are schematic illustrations of another 
example of an apparatus 700 for determining a position of a 
subject’s eye. Apparatus 700 is the same as apparatus 300 
except that, as illustrated in FIGS. 8 and 9, illumination 
apparatus 310 and 320 are aligned such that beams of light 
are projected along the x-axis (i.e., Without offset in the 
Z-direction). Similar to the apparatus of FIG. 3A, four spots 
are generated by apparatus 700. HoWever, as illustrated in 
FIG. 10, the images of the four spots are aligned along a 
single direction x' on the camera, When the apex of the 
cornea is positioned at a predetermined point. 

[0052] FIGS. 11 and 12 are schematic illustrations of 
another example of an apparatus 1100 for determining a 
position of a subject’s eye. Apparatus 1100 comprises four 
separate light sources 312, 315, 322 and 325. Light sources 
312 and 322 produce beams B1 and B2, respectively, and 
light sources 315 and 322 produce light from point sources 
P1 and P2, respectively. For example, light sources 312 and 
322 are laser light sources, and light sources 315 and 325 are 
LED light sources. 

[0053] As is apparent from FIGS. 11 and 12, the pattern of 
spots generated by apparatus 1100 is substantially similar to 
the pattern generated by apparatus 300 (shoWn in FIGS. 6A, 
6B, 6C). HoWever, it is to be appreciated that a pattern as 
generated by apparatus 700 (shoWn in FIG. 10) could be 
generated by realigning light sources 312 and 322. It is to be 
further appreciated that other suitable patterns could be 
generated by appropriately realigning light sources 312 and 
322, and rearranging light sources 315 and 325. It Will be 
appreciated that advantages of a device as illustrated in FIG. 
3A over a device as illustrated in FIG. 11 is the reduced 
number of optical components for achieving four spots and 
the reduced amount of aligning of optical components to 
achieve a particular pattern (i.e., the point source and the 
beam are inherently aligned With one another). 
[0054] According to another aspect of the invention, an 
apparatus for determining a position of a subject’s eye (e.g., 
apparatus 300, 700 or 1100) can be used to determine a 
location of an arbitrarily positioned eye. For example, at a 
selected time, the deviation of the spot S1, S2, S3, S4 from a 
predetermined pattern can be used to determine the actual 
position of a subject’s eye in three-dimensional space. To 
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perform such calculations, processor 340 is programmed to 
calculate a position of the eye as described beloW. 
[0055] Matrix Equation 1 describes the relationship 
betWeen deviations of the spots from a predetermined pat 
tern and deviations of the eye from a predetermined position. 

UIH m Equation 1 

Where U is a matrix populated With data that indicates the 
deviations of spots S1, S2, S3 and S4 from their predeter 
mined positions in each of the X and Y directions. Matrix m 
contains the deviations in the position of the eye in each of 
direction X and Y. Matrix H is a sensitivity matrix. 
[0056] It Will be apparent from Equation 2 that by invert 
ing sensitivity matrix H and multiplying the inverted matrix 
(H_l) With matrix U, it is possible to calculate the x, y and 
Z positions of the eye relative to the predetermined position 
of the eye (i.e., matrix m). 

H’1 UIm Equation 2 

Equation 3 illustrates further detail of the matrix equation. 

[0057] 

ASlx Equation 3 

Where AS” x and AS” y are the deviations of a spot n from 
a corresponding spot in a predetermined pattern of spots; the 
deviations AS” x and AS” y are in the x and y directions, 
respectively; and mx, my and mZ describe the deviation of 
the apex of the eye from the predetermined point in the x, y 
and Z directions, respectively. 
[0058] Sensitivity matrix H can be populated by projecting 
light onto an eye While the eye is located at each of three 
locations that are a knoWn distance from the predetermined 
position and observing the deviations of spots S1, S2, S3, and 
S4 in the x and y directions. Alternatively, the sensitivity 
matrix can be calculated assuming a particular shape of the 
eye. Regardless of hoW matrix H is obtained, it Will be 
appreciated that the an actual position of a subj ect’s eye can 
be determined using the deviation of the spot pattern (e.g., 
the pattern illustrated in FIG. 6A) from a predetermined 
pattern. 
[0059] According to yet another aspect of the invention, as 
illustrated in FIG. 13, an apparatus for determining a posi 
tion ofa subject’s eye (e.g., an apparatus 300, 700 or 1100) 
may be combined With another ophthalmic instrument. For 
example, a particular advantage is achieved When the oph 
thalmic device requires that an eye position be knoWn over 
a period of time or at discrete moments in time during a 
period of time. 
[0060] In one embodiment of such a combination, com 
ponents 800 and 900 constitute a pachymetric device. For 
example, component 800 is an illumination device that 
projects a slit image, and component 900 receives light from 
a cross section of the eye corresponding to the slit image. 
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Such pachymetric devices acquire a set of slit images (e.g., 
40 images across the pupil of an eye) over a period of time. 
After acquiring such images, the data of the images are 
combined to achieve a representation of the eye (e.g., a 
surface contour or a thickness map or a density map). 
Examples of such conventional devices for determining an 
eye structure using a plurality of images are given in Us. 
Pat. Nos. 5,512,965 and 5,512,966, both issued on Apr. 30, 
1966 to Snook. The substance of both of said patents is 
hereby incorporated by reference. 
[0061] Conventional pachymetry devices acquire a set of 
slit images. Each image is acquired after moving the camera 
a ?xed amount. Such devices are con?gured to combine the 
images of a set assuming that the subject’s eye has remained 
stationary during acquisition of each of the images (i.e., the 
data is recombined assuming equal spacing betWeen the 
images). 
[0062] It Will be appreciated that, by calculating the eye 
position at the time of the acquisition of each slit images and 
combining the data in a manner consistent With the knoWl 
edge of the position of the eye, the data can be more 
accurately combined and a more accurate representation of 
the eye provided. According to aspects of the present inven 
tion, an eye position is obtained at the time of acquisition of 
each of the slit images. For example, as illustrated in FIGS. 
14A and 14B, data corresponding to the four images is 
illustrated as DA], DA2, DA3 and DA4. Using information 
regarding the position of the eye during the acquisition of 
each image (e.g., Axl, Ayl, A21, Axz, Ay3, A23, etc.) (cal 
culated as described above), the information in each image 
can be appropriately o?fset, before the images are combined, 
thereby achieving a more accurate representation of an 
subject’s eye than a conventional pachymetry device. 
[0063] Another example of a type of ophthalmic device 
With Which embodiments of the present invention may be 
used is refractive eye surgery devices. For example, com 
ponents 800 and/or 900 in FIG. 13 may constitute one or 
more lasers for ablating portions of a subject’s eye to 
achieve optical correction. Conventional surgery devices 
calculate a refractive course of treatment and control one or 

more lasers to direct the laser and provide a suitable laser 
intensity. While such devices have included conventional 
positioning devices, it Will be appreciated that by controlling 
the laser using three-dimensional position information (ob 
tained as described above), the accuracy With Which the 
course of treatment is executed can be improved. 

[0064] In addition to ophthalmic instruments, an apparatus 
as described herein may ?nd use With other devices Where 
knowledge of the position of a subject’s eye is desirable. 
[0065] For example, such devices include video game 
devices, virtual reality machines or display devices. 
[0066] Having thus described the inventive concepts and a 
number of exemplary embodiments, it Will be apparent to 
those skilled in the art that the invention may be imple 
mented in various Ways, and that modi?cations and 
improvements Will readily occur to such persons. Thus, the 
embodiments are not intended to be limiting and presented 
by Way of example only. The invention is limited only as 
required by the folloWing claims and equivalents thereto. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An apparatus for determining a position of a subject’s 

cornea, comprising: 
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a ?rst illumination apparatus adapted to provide a ?rst 
beam of light and a ?rst di?fuse portion of light, the ?rst 
di?‘use portion emanating from a point coincident With 
the ?rst beam; and 

a camera, 
the ?rst illumination apparatus and the camera being 

con?gured and arranged such that the camera forms a 
?rst image of a scattering point of the ?rst beam using 
light scattered from the cornea, and a second image of 
the ?rst di?‘use portion re?ected from the cornea. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein the ?rst illumination 
apparatus comprises: 

a ?rst laser adapted to provide the ?rst beam of light, and 
a ?rst aperture disposed in the ?rst beam and adapted to 

generate the ?rst di?‘use portion of light. 
3. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a structure 

to maintain the subj ect’s head in a selected position, the ?rst 
illumination apparatus being directed to project the ?rst 
beam and the ?rst di?fuse portion toWard a position corre 
sponding to the subject’s cornea. 

4. The apparatus of claim 3, Wherein the structure to 
maintain the subject’s head comprises a chin rest to position 
the subject’s cornea. 

5. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein the ?rst illumination 
apparatus comprises a ?rst pinhole con?gured and arranged 
to determine a shape of the ?rst beam and to di?fract a 
portion of the light from the ?rst beam to form the ?rst 
di?fuse portion. 

6. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a second 
illumination apparatus adapted to provide a second beam of 
light and a second di?fuse portion of light, the second di?‘use 
portion emanating from a point coincident With the second 
beam. 

7. The apparatus of claim 6, Wherein the second illumi 
nation apparatus and the camera are con?gured and arranged 
to form a third image of a scattering point of the second 
beam at the cornea, and to form a fourth image of the second 
di?fuse portion re?ected from the cornea 

8. The apparatus of claim 7, Wherein the camera has an 
optical axis, and Wherein the ?rst and third images are 
symmetrically disposed about the optical axis, When the 
cornea is located along an optical axis of the camera. 

9. The apparatus of claim 8, Wherein the second and 
fourth images are symmetrically disposed about the optical 
axis, When a cornea is located along the optical axis of the 
camera. 

10. The apparatus of claim 9, Wherein the ?rst, second, 
third and fourth images are disposed on the midpoints of a 
rectangle, When a cornea is located along the optical axis of 
the camera. 

11. The apparatus of claim 10, Wherein the ?rst, second, 
third and fourth images are disposed on the midpoints of a 
square, When a cornea is located along the optical axis of the 
camera. 

12. The apparatus of claim 7, Wherein the ?rst, second, 
third and fourth images are disposed on a straight line, When 
a cornea is located along the optical axis of the camera. 

13. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a pro 
cessor electrically coupled to the camera and programmed to 
calculate a position of the eye using the image of a scattering 
point of the ?rst beam at the cornea, and the image of the ?rst 
di?fuse portion re?ected from the cornea. 

14. The apparatus of claim 13, in a combination With a 
pachymetric device adapted to acquire a plurality of images 



US 2008/0074615 A1 

of the subject’s eye, Wherein the apparatus is adapted to 
provide a position of the eye for each of the plurality of 
images. 

15. The apparatus of claim 13, in a combination With a 
refractive surgery device adapted to perform a course of 
treatment, Wherein the apparatus is adapted to provide 
position data of the eye to the surgery device and the 
refractive surgery device is adapted to modify the course of 
treatment in response to position data. 

16. An apparatus for determining a position of a subj ect’s 
eye, comprising: 

a ?rst illumination apparatus adapted to provide a ?rst 
beam of light; 

a second illumination apparatus adapted to provide a 
second beam of light; 

a ?rst point source illumination apparatus; 
a second point source illumination apparatus; and 
a camera having an optical axis, 
the camera, the ?rst and second illumination apparatus 

and the ?rst and second point source illumination 
apparatus being con?gured and arranged such that, 
When the eye is located at a given position, (i) light 
from the ?rst beam and light from the second beam 
scatter from a comea of the eye to form ?rst and second 
images at the camera respectively, the ?rst and second 
images being disposed about a ?rst point that is a ?rst 
predetermined distance from a point at the camera 
corresponding to the apex of the cornea of the eye, and 
(ii) light from the ?rst point source and light from the 
second point source re?ect from the cornea to form 
third and fourth images at the camera respectively, the 
third and fourth images being disposed about a second 
point that is a second predetermined distance from the 
point at the camera corresponding to the apex of the 
cornea of the eye. 
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17. The apparatus of claim 16, Wherein the ?rst point and 
the second point are coincident. 

18. The apparatus of claim 16, Wherein each of the ?rst 
image, second image, third image and the fourth image are 
disposed on a corresponding midpoint of a side of square 
that is centered about a point corresponding to the optical 
axis of the camera. 

19. An apparatus for determining a position of a subject’s 
cornea, comprising: 

(A.) a ?rst illumination apparatus comprising 
(i.) a ?rst laser adapted to provide a ?rst beam of light, 
and 

(ii.) a ?rst aperture disposed in a path of the ?rst beam 
and adapted to generate a ?rst di?‘use portion ema 
nating from a point coincident With the ?rst beam; 

(B.) a second illumination apparatus comprising 
(i.) a second laser adapted to provide a second beam of 

light, and 
(ii.) a second aperture disposed in a path of the second 
beam and adapted to generate a second di?‘use 
portion emanating from a point coincident With the 
second beam; and 

(C.) a camera, 
the ?rst laser, the second laser, the ?rst aperture, the 

second aperture, and the camera being con?gured and 
arranged to form at the camera 
(i) an image of a scattered portion of the ?rst beam 

scattered from the cornea, 
(ii) an image of the ?rst di?fuse portion re?ected from 

the cornea, 
(iii) an image of a scattered portion of the second beam 

scattered from the cornea, and 
(iv) an image of the second di?‘use portion re?ected 
from the cornea. 

* * * * * 


