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(57) ABSTRACT 

A carrier for a portable electronic device is con?gured With 
a body deformable to be coupled to a support and having at 
least one pocket for removably receiving the electronic 
device. The body of the carrier is con?gured With at least 
tWo sheets coupled together along respective continuous 
peripheral edges so that the surfaces of the respective sheets 
opposing one another de?ne the at least one pocket ther 
ebetWeen. 
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CARRYING POCKET APPARATUS 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] The present application claims priority to US. 
Design application Ser. No. 29/246,604 ?led Mar. 26, 2006, 
US. Design application Ser. No. 29/249,148 ?led Sep. 22, 
2006, US. Design application Ser. No. 29/249,151 ?led Sep. 
22, 2006 and US. Design application Ser. No. 29/249,149 
?led Sep. 22, 2006, the contents of each of Which are herein 
fully incorporated by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention 
[0003] The invention relates to a carrying accessory and, 
in particular to a carrying pocket for transporting and storing 
portable electronic devices. 
[0004] 2. Description of the Related Art 
[0005] It is often desirable that portable electronic appli 
ances be conveniently stored by a user so as to become 
immediately available to the user if a need arises. For 
example, a commuter, often burdened With numerous pieces 
of luggage, typically keeps a cell phone, palm device and/or 
other electronic portable devices stored in his/her pockets or 
on a belt-loop. If a need arises for using the stored electronic 
device, the user may experience quite an inconvenience 
While reaching for the device. Frequently, the user antici 
pating an urgent call or email message chooses to hold an 
electronic device in one of his/her hands While steering 
heavy pieces of luggage through large croWds by the other 
hand. As a result, the user/commuter experiences dif?culties 
With both handling the luggage and using the electronic 
device. 
[0006] A feW con?gurations of carriers for portable elec 
tronic devices have been offered to address this problem. For 
example, as shoWn in FIG. 6A, a carrier 1 that may be used 
for carrying a pager/beeper has a body 2 and a cover 3 
coupleable to body 2 by means of a closure or fastening 
device 4. Typically, the rear side of carrier 1 has a hook-like 
unit (not shoWn) con?gured to engage a narroW edge of 
pocket of the user’s Wardrobe or the belt of a bag carried by 
the user. HoWever, such an engagement is not reliable, and 
carrier 1 can be easily dislodged. 
[0007] FIG. 6B illustrates a further example of a carrier 5 
con?gured to store a cell phone. Provided With a body 6 and 
a cover 7, carrier 5 can be suspended on a belt 8 by means 
of a hooking unit 9 Which is located on the rear side of body 
6. Similar to the structure shoWn in FIG. 6A, carrier 5 can 
be easily displaced oif belt 8 and lost. These and other 
examples of carriers for electronic portable devices can be 
seen, for example, at WWW.uscav.com/productinfo. 
aspx?productid:5 827&tabID:137 advertising 
BlackHaWk@products. 
[0008] A need, therefore, exists for a carrier for electronic 
portable devices that has a structure capable of reliably and 
releasably attaching itself to a support. 
[0009] A further need exists for a carrier for electronic 
portable devices that has a structure facilitating the use of 
stored electronic portable devices by a commuter or user. 
[0010] A yet further need exits for a carrier that readily 
adapts to the shape of variable siZed portable electronic 
devices so as to alloW a user to choose dilfering devices to 
carry over time While not requiring a purchase of a custom 
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made carrying device4often an additional expense When 
acquiring a neW cell phone, PDA, or other device. As a 
consequence, a related need exists to for a carrier that hugs 
or secures a carrying device While alloWing ready removal. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] These above-noted needs are satis?ed by a carrier 
for electronic devices con?gured in accordance With at least 
one of the embodiments noted in the present disclosure. The 
disclosed carrier has a ?exible body provided With an 
opening at one of opposite ends of the body and con?gured 
to be traversed by the rest of the body so that the body is 
Wrapped about a support in a manner substantially minimiZ 
ing accidental dislodging of the carrier. 
[0012] The body of the disclosed carrier includes tWo 
substantially identically con?gured sheets of ?exible mate 
rial coupled to one another along a continuous peripheral 
edge. One or more of the sheets is provided With a slit 
closable by, for example, a Zipper, Velcro, and an elasto 
meric urging providing the access into the interior of the 
bounded body Which is, thus, de?ned betWeen the opposing 
surfaces of the respective bounding sheets. As a conse 
quence, the interior of the body is con?gured as a pocket 
shaped and dimensioned to receive various electronic 
devices after the disclosed carrier has been attached to a 
support. The support can include, as an example, the handle 
of a suitcase or any other piece of luggage. 
[0013] In accordance With a further aspect of the disclo 
sure, a carrier for electronic portable devices is con?gured 
With three substantially identical sheets of material. The 
outer sheets of material are coupled to the inner sheet of 
material along opposing peripheral edges of the respective 
sheets. The outer sheets each have a slit closable by a Zipper 
and de?ning the access into the interior of the carrier. As a 
consequence, the carrier has tWo isolated pockets each 
con?gured to receive a portable electronic device. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0014] The above and other features and advantages Will 
become more readily apparent from the folloWing descrip 
tion explained in conjunction With the accompanying draW 
ings, in Which: 
[0015] FIG. 1 is a front perspective vieW of a carrying 
pocket con?gured With an embodiment of the present dis 
closure. 
[0016] FIG. 2 is a top elevational vieW of the carrying 
pocket of FIG. 1. 
[0017] FIG. 3 is a side elevational vieW of the carrying 
pocket of FIG. 1. 
[0018] FIG. 4 is a bottom plan vieW of the carrying pocket 
of FIG. 1. 
[0019] FIG. 5 is an exploded perspective vieW of a car 
rying pocket con?gured in accordance With a further 
embodiment of the invention and having a three-sheet 
structure provided With a plurality of pockets. 
[0020] FIGS. 6A and 6B illustrate various con?gurations 
of carriers for electronic devices con?gured in accordance 
With the knoWn prior art. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0021] Reference Will noW be made in detail to several 
vieWs of the invention that are illustrated in the accompa 
nying draWings. Wherever possible, same or similar refer 
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ence numerals are used in the drawings and the descriptions 
to refer to the same or like parts or steps. The drawings are 
in simpli?ed form and are not to precise scale. For purposes 
of convenience and clarity only, directional terms, such as 
top, bottom, rear and front may be used With respect to the 
draWings. These and similar directional terms should not be 
construed to limit the scope of the invention in any manner. 
The Words “connect,” “couple,” or “a?ix” and similar terms 
With their in?ectional morphemes do not necessarily denote 
direct and immediate connections, but also include connec 
tions through mediate elements or devices. The Words 
“carrying pocket” and ‘“‘carrier” are used interchangeably. 
[0022] FIGS. 1-4 illustrate a carrier 10 having an optional 
body 12 shaped and dimensioned to releasably receive and 
store en electronic device (not shoWn). The electronic device 
is not limited to any particular functionality and may be 
con?gured as, among others, a cellular phone, tape recorder, 
IPOD, portable computer, palm device and any other elec 
tronic gadget ?tting the inner space of body 12, as Will be 
explained beloW. The body 12 is formed from tWo variously 
shaped sheets of ?exible (in this case elastomeric) material 
including, but, of course, not limited to, durable neoprene or 
NytaneonTM nylon material or other like materials such as 
SBR. This and other like materials provide body 12 With a 
high degree of ?exibility that, in turn, provides for a small 
storage space for carrier 10 When the latter is not in use. On 
the other hand, When carrier 10 is in use, for example, When 
the user is traveling, carrier 10 can be securely coupled to 
any item, such as a suitcase, and be at hand for the user’s 
disposal Whenever a need arises. Coupling carrier 10 to an 
item can be realiZed by initially compressing a bottom 18 
portion (FIG. 4) of body 12 so that it assumes a state in 
Which the user can pass compressed bottom 18 through an 
opening 22 formed in a top 20 (FIG. 2) of body 12. For 
example, if carrier 10 is to be mounted to the handle of a 
suitcase, the user can bring, for example, top 20 of body 12 
in the vicinity of the handle, Wrap body 12 about the handle 
by pushing bottom 18 through opening 22 and, ?nally, 
tighten up the looped carrier 10 about the handle. Having 
securely attached carrier 10 to the item, the user may further 
open a closure 30, submerge the desired electronic device 
inside a pocket 50 formed in bottom 18 of body 12 and 
secure the device in pocket 50 by releasing closure 30. As a 
consequence, While the user’s hands or the pockets of the 
user’s Wardrobe are free or empty, respectively, the carried 
electronic device can be immediately retrieved from carrier 
10 in a convenient manner if a need arises. The carrier 10 
does not have to be necessarily coupled to a piece of 
luggage, but cant be attached to any other support including 
appropriate locations at the user. 

[0023] In the present embodiment shoWn, the body 12 has 
tWo sheets of ?exible material 14 and 16 (FIGS. 1, 2), 
respectively, coupled to one another along respective periph 
eral regions so that body 12 has a continuous or endless 
peripheral edge 24. A?ixing sheets 14 and 16 to one another 
may be realiZed by a variety of methods including, but not 
limited to, stitching the sheets’ peripheral regions together, 
as shoWn by a numeral reference 26, gluing the sheets 
together or fusing them to one another along the respective 
peripheral regions. The carrier 10, as illustrated by FIG. 1, 
has a substantially bottle-neck shaped cross-section in this 
embodiment to facilitate ?exible use. HoWever, it is clear 
that the functionality of carrier 10 is completely divorced 
from its shape Which, thus, can include variously shaped 
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cross sections such as polygonal, circular, egg-shaped, ovoi 
dal, and other regular or irregular cross-sections. The only 
requirement carrier 10 must meet is that pocket 50 is shaped 
and dimensioned to receive an electronic device so that the 
latter completely submerges in the pocket to alloW closure 
30 to close pocket 50. 
[0024] Based on the forgoing, pocket 50 is, thus, de?ned 
by opposing inner surfaces of respective sheets 14 and 16 
(provided for a bounded inner region) and generally expands 
from a slit 32 to a location proximate the segment of 
peripheral edge 24 running along bottom 18 of body 12. The 
slit 32, thus, may be formed in one of or both sheets 14 and 
16 and be dimensioned to substantially correspond to the 
dimension of closure 30 to provide an electronic device With 
access into and removal from pocket 50. One of ordinary 
skill can readily realiZe that pocket 50 may have a variety of 
con?gurations. The boundaries of pocket 50 are de?ned by 
the coupled regions of respective sheets 14 and 16. 
[0025] The closure 30 located along the opposite edges of 
slit 32 may have different con?gurations. Advantageously, 
closure 30 includes a Zipper. Alternatively, Velcro® strips 
can be provided along the edges of slit 30. Furthermore, a 
snap unit including buttons and respective holes or knobs 
and respective sockets can be used as Well. 

[0026] Optionally, body 12 includes a reinforcing layer 28 
advantageously overlaying at least a region of bottom 18 
and, thus, covering at least a part of pocket 50. Made from 
material having a structured outer surface, layer 28 functions 
as a gripping region for the user and reinforces one of sheets 
14, 16 formed With slit 32 to minimiZe voluntary displace 
ment of an electronic device in pocket 50 and minimiZe 
abrasion to the edges of slit 32. Preferably, layer 28 is silk 
screened as a liquid formulation of elastomeric material, but 
it may be coupled to body 12 by any other suitable method 
including, Without any limitation, stitching and gluing. The 
reinforcing layer 28 may have its top region coupled to body 
12 betWeen closure 30 and top 20 to de?ne the ceiling of 
pocket 50. Con?guration of reinforcing layer may vary as 
long as the functionality including the improved grip, pocket 
reinforcement and added ornamental value is maintained. 

[0027] Turning noW FIG. 5, a carrier 100 is con?gured 
With three sheets 110, 120 and 130, respectively coupled 
together along peripheral edge 241. The outer sheets 110 and 
130 are con?gured identically to one another and each have 
slit 32, closure 30, Which is operative to close slit 32, and 
reinforcing layer 28, as disclosed in reference to FIG. 1. As 
a result of coupling outer sheets 110 and 130 to respective 
opposite surfaces of inner sheet 120, carrier 100 has a 
tWo-pocket structure. The pockets 50 each are formed by the 
opposing surfaces of respective inner and outer sheets 120 
and 110, 130. The tWo-pocket structure alloWs the user to 
conveniently store multiple electronic devices. The method 
of using carrier 100 is substantially the same as the one 
disclosed in reference to FIGS. 1-4 and includes coupling 
the body of carrier 100 to a support and then inserting 
electronic devices into respective pockets 50. The pockets 
50 may be uniformly con?gured or have different shapes and 
dimensions. Accordingly, carrier 100 can be used as an 
organizer having one pocket 50 con?gured, for example, to 
store a cell phone, and other pocket 50 shaped and dimen 
sioned to carry, for example, a pager. 

[0028] In the claims, means- or step-plus-function clauses 
are intended to cover the structures described or suggested 
herein as performing the recited function and not only 
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structural equivalents but also equivalent structures. Thus, 
for example, although a nail, a screW, and a bolt may not be 
structural equivalents in that a nail relies on friction betWeen 
a Wooden part and a cylindrical surface, a screW’s helical 
surface positively engages the Wooden part, and a bolt’s 
head and nut compress opposite sides of a Wooden part, in 
the environment of fastening Wooden parts, a nail, a screW, 
and a bolt may be readily understood by those skilled in the 
art as equivalent structures. 
[0029] Many additional modi?cations, Which are not 
designed-oriented, are intended in the foregoing disclosure, 
and it Will be appreciated by those of ordinary skill in the art 
that in some instances some features of the invention Will be 
employed in the absence of a corresponding use of other 
features. The illustrative examples therefore do not de?ne 
the metes and bounds of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A carrier for receiving a portable item, comprising: 
a ?exible body provided With an endless peripheral edge 

and having a pocket con?gured to securely receive the 
item; and 

means for securing said ?exible body to an external item. 
2. The carrier of claim 1, Wherein: the body includes at 

least tWo sheets of ?exible material shaped and dimensioned 
substantially identically to one another and coupled to one 
another to de?ne the endless peripheral edge. 

3. The carrier of claim 1, Wherein: the means for securing 
includes at least a through opening provided in one portion 
of the body and con?gured to be treaded by another portion 
of the body for releasably coupling the body to a support. 

4. The carrier of claim 2, Wherein: the sheets of ?exible 
material each have a hole, the holes of the respective sheets 
being aligned upon coupling of the sheets so as to de?ne the 
through opening provided in the one portion of the body. 

5. The carrier of claim 3, Wherein the sheets of ?exible 
material each have a region surrounding the hole, the regions 
of the respective sheets being coupled to one another to 
de?ne the one portion of the body surrounding the through 
going opening. 

6. The carrier of claim 2, Wherein the other portion of the 
body is provided With the pocket, the other portion being 
compressible to be treaded through the opening before 
receiving the item and restorable to an initial con?guration 
thereof upon being treaded. 

7. The carrier of claim 5, Wherein one of the sheets has a 
slit opening at opposite faces thereof and de?ning an 
entrance into the pocket, the pocket being de?ned betWeen 
opposing inner faces of the sheets upon coupling the sheets 
together. 

8. The carrier of claim 6, further comprising a closure 
con?gured to close the slit so as to prevent voluntary 
displacement of the item from the pocket. 

9. The carrier of claim 7, Wherein the closure includes a 
Zipper. 

10. The carrier of claim 8, Wherein the closure includes 
one of a hooking unit, snap unit, Velcro@ unit. 

11. The carrier of claim 6, Wherein one of the opposite 
faces of the one sheet has a reinforcing layer surrounding the 
slit end and extending along the other portion of the body to 
reinforce the pocket. 
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12. The carrier of claim 1, Wherein the pocket is isolated 
from the one portion of the body. 

13. The carrier of claim 1, Wherein the pocket is con?g 
ured to fully receive the portable item, the portable item 
being a portable electronic device. 

14. A carrier for a plurality of portable items, comprising: 
an inner sheet; and 

a pair of outer sheets ?anking the inner sheet and coupled 
thereto so as to de?ne a bounding body having an 
endless peripheral edge, the body being con?gured 
With ?rst and second isolated pockets each de?ned 
betWeen the inner sheet and a respective one of the 
outer sheets upon coupling the sheets together and 
con?gured to receive the portable item. 

15. The carrier of claim 14, Wherein the inner and outer 
sheets are made from ?exible material and each have a hole, 
the holes of the respective inner an outer sheets being 
aligned With one another to de?ne an opening in the body 
upon coupling the sheets together. 

16. The carrier of claim 14, Wherein the body has one 
portion provided With the opening and another portion 
adjacent to the one portion, the opening being con?gured to 
be treaded by the other portion of the body to form a loop 
around a support for releasably coupling the body to the 
support, inner surfaces of the outer sheets each opposing to 
a respective one of opposite surfaces of the inner sheet and 
de?ning thereWith the pocket. 

17. The carrier of claim 16, Wherein the outer sheets each 
have a slit provided in the other portion of the body and 
de?ning an entrance into the pocket, the plurality of portable 
items comprising portable electronic devices each submer 
geable in the pocket. 

18. The carrier of claim 17, further comprising a pair of 
Zippers each con?gured to close the slit. 

19. The carrier of claims 16, further comprising reinforc 
ing elements each provided on the outer sheet along the 
other portion of the body and surrounding the slit, Wherein 
the reinforcing elements each have a rubberized surface 
con?gured to provide a grabbing area for a user overlaying 
at least a region of the pocket. 

20. A method of using a carrier for portable electronic 
device, comprising the steps of: 

looping a body of the carrier about a support; 

threading one portion of the body through an opening 
provided in another portion the body; and 

using a pocket located betWeen the one and other portions 
of the body to removably receive and store the elec 
tronic device. 

21. The method of claim 20, Wherein the pocket has a 
closable entrance betWeen the one and other portions of the 
body and con?gured to be traversed by the electronic device, 
the body comprising at least tWo sheets of ?exible material 
coupled together to de?ne a continuous peripheral edge of 
the body and having opposing surfaces of the sheets de?ne 
therebetWeen the pocket. 


