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(57) ABSTRACT 

An electronic camera includes: an image-capturing device 
that captures an image of a subject and generates image data; 
a ?rst bus to Which the image data generated by the image 
capturing device are output; an image memory that is 
connected to the ?rst bus and temporarily stores the image 
data on the ?rst bus; a plurality of image data conversion 
devices connected to the ?rst bus that individually convert 
the image data on the ?rst bus; a second bus through Which 
conversion outputs from the plurality of image data conver 
sion devices are provided to individual output destinations; 
and an adjustment device that performs timing adjustment or 
multiplexing of a plurality of conversion outputs to ensure 
that the plurality of conversion outputs do not collide on the 
second bus. 
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ELECTRONIC CAMERA THAT REDUCES 
PROCESSING TIME BY PERFORMING 
DIFFERENT PROCESSES IN PARALLEL 

[0001] This application is a Divisional of US. patent 
application Ser. No. 11/333,243 ?led on Jan. 18, 2006, 
Which is a Divisional of US. patent application Ser. No. 
09/505,281 ?led on Feb. 16, 2000. This application claims 
priority to Japanese Patent Application No. 11-275232, ?led 
Sep. 28, 1999 and Japanese Patent Application No. 
11-334586, ?led Nov. 25, 1999. The entire disclosure of the 
prior applications is hereby incorporated by reference in 
their entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 
[0003] The present invention relates to a technology that 
my be adopted to reduce the required length of processing 
time in an electronic camera 

[0004] 2. Description of the Related Art 

1. Field of the Invention 

STRUCTURAL EXAMPLE OF PRIOR ART 

[0005] FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating the structure 
of an electronic camera 60 in the prior art. 

[0006] In FIG. 6, a taking lens 61 is mounted at the 
electronic camera 60. An image-capturing element 62 is 
provided in the image space of the taking lens 61. An image 
output of the image-capturing element 62 is connected to a 
bus 65 via an A/D conversion circuit 63 and an image 
processing unit 64. 

[0007] In addition, the folloWing components are con 
nected to the bus 65: 

[0008] 1 MPU 75 for system control 

[0009] 2 memory 66 that temporarily stores image data 
and also stores system data managed by the MPU 75 

[0010] 3 JPEG compression/decompression unit 67 that 
performs compression/decompression of image data 

[0011] 4 thumbnail generating unit 68 that generates 
thumbnail images 

[0012] 5 image plane (or screen) siZe conversion unit 69 
that generates images for monitor display 

[0013] 6 monitor display circuit 72 

[0014] 7 removable memory 74 for recording image data 

OPERATION ACHIEVED THE EXAMPLE OF 
THE PRIOR ART 

[0015] The folloWing is an explanation of the operation 
performed in the electronic camera 60. 

[0016] First, image data obtained through image-capturing 
performed at the image-capturing element 62 undergo linear 
quantization via the A/D conversion circuit 63 and then are 
provided to the image processing unit 64. The image pro 
cessing unit 64 performs image processing such as defective 
pixel correction, black level clamping, White balance adjust 
ment, gamma correction, color interpolation processing 
(tWo-dimensional image processing under normal circum 
stances), color space conversion, space ?lter processing 

Mar. 13, 2008 

(tWo-dimensional image processing such as edge emphasis 
under normal circumstances) and the like on the image data, 
and the image data having undergone the image processing 
are temporarily recorded in the memory 66 via the bus 65. 

[0017] Next, the image plane siZe conversion unit 69 reads 
out the image data having undergone image processing by 
accessing the memory 66 via the bus 65. The image plane 
siZe conversion unit 69 reduces the image plane (or screen) 
siZe of the image data to the correct siZe for monitor display 
and records them in the memory 66 again via the bus 65. The 
image data having undergone image plane siZe conversion 
are again read out from the memory 66 by the monitor 
display circuit 72 Which then displays the image data on the 
monitor screen. 

[0018] The thumbnail generating unit 68 accesses the 
memory 66 via the bus 65 to read out the image data having 
undergone the image processing. After generating a thumb 
nail image by reducing the image plane siZe of the image 
data, the thumbnail generating unit 68 temporarily records 
the resulting thumbnail in the memory 66 via the bus 65. 

[0019] In addition, the JPEG compression/decompression 
unit 67 reads out the image data having undergone image 
processing by accessing the memory 66 via the bus 65. The 
JPEG compression/decompression unit 67 performs a trial 
compression on the image data and noti?es the MPU 75 of 
the compressed code volume. Based upon a plurality of 
compressed code volumes provided in this manner, the MPU 
75 calculates the correct scale factor (an adjustable param 
eter that determines the compressed code volume) and issues 
an instruction to the JPEG compression/decompression unit 
67. The J PEG compression/ decompression unit 67 reads out 
the image data having undergone image processing again 
from the memory 66 via the bus 65 and executes a main 
compression using the speci?ed scale factor. The com 
pressed data resulting from the main compression are then 
temporarily recorded in the memory 66 via the bus 65. 

[0020] Next, the JPEG compression/decompression unit 
67 reads out the thumbnail image from the memory 66 via 
the bus 65 and compresses the thumbnail image. The JPEG 
compression/decompression unit 67 temporarily records the 
compressed thumbnail image in the memory 66. Then, the 
MPU 75 reads out the compressed data from the memory 66 
via the bus 65, and generates an image ?le by combining the 
compressed data With the compressed thumbnail image. The 
MPU 75 records this image ?le in the removable memory 74 
via the bus 65. 

[0021] Through the series of operations described above, 
image data obtained by capturing images of a subject are 
sequentially recorded in the removable memory 74. 

[0022] It is to be noted that While the image plane siZe 
conversion, the thumbnail generation and the JPEG com 
pression/decompression are executed by dedicated hardWare 
in the explanation given above, these operations may be 
achieved through softWare processing by the MPU 75 if the 
length of the processing time is not a critical issue. 

[0023] In this example of the prior art, great volumes of 
data are repeatedly exchanged via the bus 65 as described 
above. For this reason, the timing adjustment implemented 
to avoid data collisions becomes extremely complicated. 
Furthermore, if the bus 65 cannot assume a suf?ciently Wide 
band, the individual processing operations must be executed 
sequentially. 
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[0024] Thus, a problem arises in that the processing per 
formed in the electronic camera 60 consumes a great deal of 
time. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0025] An object of the present invention is to provide an 
electronic camera in Which the length of processing time can 
be reduced. 

[0026] In order to attain the above object, the ?rst elec 
tronic camera according to the present invention comprises: 
an image-capturing device that captures an image of a 
subject and generates image data; a ?rst bus to Which the 
image data generated by the image-capturing device are 
output; an image memory that is connected to the ?rst bus 
and temporarily stores the image data on the ?rst bus; a 
plurality of image data conversion devices connected to the 
?rst bus that individually convert the image data on the ?rst 
bus; a second bus through Which conversion outputs from 
the plurality of image data conversion devices are provided 
to individual output destinations; and an adjustment device 
that performs timing adjustment or multiplexing of a plu 
rality of conversion outputs to ensure that the plurality of 
conversion outputs do not collide on the second bus. 

[0027] In the electronic camera structured described 
above, the ?rst bus and the second bus are separated from 
each other With a high degree of reliability by the plurality 
of image data conversion devices provided betWeen them. 
As a result, the plurality of image data conversion devices 
take in pre-conversion image data from the ?rst bus (similar 
to a Water supply pipe as a metaphor) and release converted 
image data to the second bus (similar to a Water drainage 
system as a metaphor). As a result, the pre-conversion image 
data and the converted image data do not collide on a single 
bus, to enable smooth execution of image data conversion 
processing. Consequently, the length of time required for the 
processing from image-capturing through recording can be 
reduced With a high degree of reliability. 

[0028] The second electronic camera according to the 
present invention is achieved by that in the ?rst electronic 
camera the plurality of image data conversion devices are an 
image processing device that performs tWo-dimensional 
image processing on the image data, a compression conver 
sion device that compresses the image data and a siZe 
conversion device that converts the image plane siZe of the 
image data. 

[0029] The contents of the individual image data conver 
sions performed at the image processing device, the com 
pression conversion device and the siZe conversion device 
above are different from one another and, thus, the indi 
vidual image data conversions can be executed indepen 
dently of one another. As a result, in the electronic camera 
structured as described above, the image data conversions 
can be executed in parallel by these devices to achieve a 
further reduction in the length of time required for the 
processing from image-capturing through recording. 
[0030] In addition, by providing the image processing 
device halfWay betWeen the ?rst bus and the second bus, it 
becomes possible to output uncompressed image data that 
have undergone only tWo-dimensional image processing 
directly to the second bus. In such a case, operations to 
record uncompressed image data at an external device and 
output the uncompressed image to the outside via the second 
bus are enabled. 
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[0031] The third electronic camera according to the 
present invention is achieved by that in the ?rst or the second 
electric camera at least one of the plurality of image data 
conversion devices has an output destination setting device 
s that sets the ?rst bus and/or the second bus as an output 
destination for a conversion output. 

[0032] For instance, if an output destination setting device 
is provided at the image processing device, it becomes 
possible to ?rst return image data having undergone tWo 
dimensional image processing to the ?rst bus and then 
provide them to the compression conversion device or the 
siZe conversion device. In such a case, the tWo-dimensional 
image processing and the compression processing or the like 
can be executed continuously. In particular, the compression 
conversion device is expected to execute a plurality of 
compression conversions including trial compressions. To 
facilitate the execution of a plurality of compression con 
versions, the image data returned to the ?rst bus may be 
temporarily stored in an image memory. Since image data 
can be provided from the image memory to the image 
compression device in the second compression conversion 
processing and in subsequent compression conversion pro 
cessing, an advantage is achieved in that the need for 
repeatedly executing the image processing by the image 
processing device is eliminated. 

[0033] If, on the other hand, an output destination setting 
device is provided at the siZe conversion device, image data 
having undergone siZe conversion can be ?rst returned to the 
?rst bus and then provided to the compression conversion 
device. In this case, operations to perform compression 
conversion on image data (e.g., a thumbnail image) having 
undergone siZe conversion and the like are enabled. 

[0034] In addition, if an output destination setting device 
is provided at the siZe conversion device, image data having 
undergone image plane siZe conversion for monitor display 
can be output to a monitor display device or the like via the 
?rst bus. In such a case, since the monitor display image data 
are not provided to the second bus, the load on the second 
bus is greatly reduced. As a result, the heavy processing 
(e.g., monitor display of dynamic images) implemented via 
the ?rst bus and the heavy processing (e.g., recording of 
image ?les obtained through image-capturing) implemented 
via the second bus can be separately and smoothly executed 
in parallel. 

[0035] If an output destination setting device is provided 
at the compression conversion device, image data having 
undergone image compression can be ?rst returned to the 
?rst bus and then provided to a device that prepares image 
?les or the like. In this case, operations to create image ?les 
by adding pertinent information to the compressed image 
data and the like are enabled. 

[0036] By providing an output destination setting device 
at an image data conversion device and sWitching the 
destination of a conversion output betWeen the ?rst bus and 
the second bus in this manner, various types of signal 
processing are enabled. In particular, by selectively retum 
ing a speci?c conversion output to the ?rst bus by employing 
the output destination setting device, the order in Which 
conversion outputs are provided to the second bus can be 
changed as necessary or the loads on the ?rst bus and the 
second bus can be adjusted in a ?exible manner in corre 
spondence to the processing statuses. 
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[0037] The fourth electronic camera according to the 
present invention is preferably achieved by that in the ?rst 
or the second electronic camera a transmission device that 
directly transmits a conversion output Without engaging the 
?rst bus or the second bus is provided among, at least, a pair 
of the plurality of image data conversion devices. 

[0038] By adopting the structure of the ?rst electronic 
camera as the basic structural foundation and adding a 
transmission device among the plurality of image data 
conversion devices, selection of various signal routes is 
enabled so that diverse types of signal processing can be 
achieved. In addition, by providing a transmission device, 
the loads on the ?rst bus and the second bus can be reduced 
to realiZe even smoother processing. 

[0039] The ?fth electronic camera according to the present 
invention comprises: an image-capturing device that cap 
tures an image of a subject and generates image data; an 
image-capturing preparation device that executes prepara 
tion for image-capturing to be performed by the image 
capturing device, the preparation being at least one of focus 
control, photometering and White balance detection; and a 
recording device that records the image data generated by 
the image-capturing device in a removable memory. And 
processing time during an image-capturing preparation stage 
in the electronic camera is reduced by implementing in 
parallel the preparation for image-capturing executed by the 
image-capturing preparation device and an operation to 
check the removable memory performed by the recording 
device. 

[0040] The sixth electronic camera according to the 
present invention comprises: an image-capturing device that 
captures an image of a subject and generates image data; an 
image-capturing preparation device that executes prepara 
tion for image-capturing to be performed by the image 
capturing device, the preparation being at least one of focus 
control, photometering and White balance detection; and a 
recording device that records the image data generated by 
the image-capturing device in a removable memory. And 
processing time during an image-capturing stage in the 
electronic camera is reduced by implementing in parallel at 
least tWo of an operation to ?naliZe the preparation for 
image-capturing by the image-capturing preparation device, 
an operation to activate the image-capturing device and an 
operation to activate the recording device, the operation to 
?naliZe the preparation being at least one of AF lock, an 
operation to hold exposure calculation results and an opera 
tion to hold White balance calculation results. 

[0041] The seventh electronic camera according to the 
present invention comprises: an image-capturing device that 
captures an image of a subject and generates image data; and 
a recording device that records the image data generated by 
the image-capturing device in combination With photo 
graphic is information, Which is at least one type of infor 
mation related to photographing such as a photographing 
date, in a removable memory. And, during an image-cap 
turing stage in the electronic camera, processing time elaps 
ing from image-capturing through recording is reduced by 
implementing in parallel an image-capturing operation by 
the image-capturing device and an editing operation of the 
photographic information performed by the recording 
device. 

[0042] The eighth electronic camera according to the 
present invention comprises: an image-capturing device that 
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captures an image of a subject and generates image data; a 
recording device that records the image data generated by 
the image-capturing device in a removable memory. And, 
during an image-capturing stage in the electronic camera, 
processing time elapsing from image-capturing through 
recording is reduced by implementing in parallel an image 
capturing operation by the image-capturing device and a 
preparing operation for data recording in the removable 
memory performed by the recording device. 

[0043] The ninth electronic camera according to the 
present invention comprises: an image-capturing device that 
captures an image of a subject and generates image data; and 
an image processing device that performs tWo-dimensional 
image processing on the image data generated by the image 
capturing device. And, processing time during an image 
capturing stage in the electronic camera is reduced by 
implementing in parallel a scanning read of the image data 
from the image-capturing device and the tWo-dimensional 
image processing performed by the image processing 
device. 

[0044] It is to be noted that the image data read out from 
the image-capturing device through scanning are sequen 
tially recorded in the image memory. During this process, 
some of the image data that are held on the ?rst bus over a 
speci?c length of time before they are Written into the image 
memory may be taken in by the image processing device. 
Through such an operation, the number of times image data 
need to be read out from the image memory by the image 
processing device is reduced, so that the length of time 
required for the processing performed during the image 
capturing stage can be further reduced. 

[0045] The tenth electronic camera according to the 
present invention comprises: an image-capturing device that 
captures an image of a subject and generates image data; an 
image processing device that performs tWo-dimensional 
image processing on the image data generated by the image 
capturing device; and a compression conversion device that 
performs image compression on the image data having 
undergone tWo-dimensional image processing at the image 
processing device. And, processing time during an image 
capturing stage in the electronic camera is reduced by 
implementing in parallel the tWo-dimensional image pro 
cessing performed by the image processing device and the 
image compression by the compression conversion device. 

[0046] The eleventh electronic camera according to the 
present invention comprises: an image-capturing device that 
captures an image of a subject and generates image data; an 
image processing device that performs tWo-dimensional 
image processing on the image data generated by the image 
capturing device; and a siZe conversion device that converts 
an image plane siZe of image data having undergone tWo 
dimensional image processing at the image processing 
device. And, processing time during an image-capturing 
stage in the electronic camera is reduced by implementing in 
parallel the tWo-dimensional image processing performed 
by the image processing device and an image plane siZe 
conversion by the siZe conversion device. 

[0047] The tWelfth electronic camera according to the 
present invention is preferably achieved by that in the ninth 
electronic camera a thumbnail compression device that 
performs image compression processing on the image data 
having undergone image plane siZe conversion performed 
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by the size conversion device is further provided, and 
processing time during an image-capturing stage in the 
electronic camera is reduced by implementing in parallel the 
image plane siZe conversion performed by the siZe conver 
sion device and the image compression processing per 
formed by the thumbnail compression device. 

[0048] The thirteenth electronic camera according to the 
present invention comprises: an image-capturing device that 
captures an image of a subject and generates image data; a 
compression conversion device that performs image com 
pression on the image data generated by the image-capturing 
device; and a recording device that records compressed data 
resulting from compression performed by the compression 
conversion device in a removable memory. And, during an 
image-capturing stage in the electronic camera, processing 
time elapsing from image-capturing through recording is 
reduced by implementing in parallel the image compression 
performed by the compression conversion device and 
recording of the compressed data by the recording device. 

[0049] The fourteenth electronic camera according to the 
present invention comprises: an image-capturing device that 
captures an image of a subject and generates image data; a 
recording device that records the image data resulting from 
image-capturing by the image-capturing device in a remov 
able memory; a reproduction device that reads out the image 
data from the removable memory; and an information man 
agement device that saves and retrieves management infor 
mation necessary in an operation to reproduce the image 
data from the removable memory in response to a power off 
and on. And, processing time during a reproduction prepa 
ration stage is reduced by implementing in parallel an 
operation to activate the removable memory performed by 
the reproduction device and retrieving of the management 
information by the information management device. 

[0050] The ?fteenth electronic camera according to the 
present invention comprises: an image-capturing device that 
captures an image of a subject and generates image data; a 
compression conversion device that performs image com 
pression on the image data resulting from image-capturing 
by the image-capturing device; a recording device that 
records compressed data resulting from the image compres 
sion by the compression conversion device in a removable 
memory; a reproduction device that reads out the com 
pressed data from the removable memory; and a decom 
pression conversion device that performs image decompres 
sion on the compressed data read out from the removable 
memory. And, processing time during an image reproduction 
stage in the electronic camera is reduced by implementing in 
parallel a read of the compressed data from the removable 
memory performed by the reproduction device and decom 
pression conversion of compressed data performed by the 
decompression conversion device. 

[0051] The sixteenth electronic camera according to the 
present invention is achieved by that in the ?fteenth camera 
a siZe conversion device that converts an image plane siZe of 
the image data having undergone the decompression con 
version performed by the decompression conversion device 
to an image plane siZe for monitor display is further pro 
vided, and processing time during an image reproduction 
stage in the electronic camera is reduced by implementing in 
parallel the decompression conversion of the compressed 
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data performed by the decompression conversion device and 
image plane siZe conversion performed by the siZe conver 
sion device. 

[0052] The seventeenth electronic camera according to the 
present invention comprises: an image-capturing device that 
captures an image of a subject and generates image data; a 
recording device that records the image data resulting from 
image-capturing by the image-capturing device in a remov 
able memory; a reproduction device that reads out the image 
data from the removable memory; and a siZe conversion 
device that converts an image plane siZe of the image data 
read out by the reproduction device to an image plane siZe 
for monitor display. And, processing time during an image 
reproduction stage in the electronic camera is reduced by 
implementing in parallel a read of the image data from the 
removable memory performed by the reproduction device 
and the image plane siZe conversion performed by the siZe 
conversion device. 

[0053] The eighteenth electronic camera according to the 
present invention is achieved by that in either one of the ?rst 
through the third electronic cameras, at least one of the 
plurality of image data conversion devices has an input 
source setting device that sets the ?rst bus and/or the second 
bus as an input source of image data. 

[0054] For instance, if an input source setting device is 
provided at the siZe conversion device, uncompressed image 
data read out from the removable memory or the like onto 
the second bus in the reproduction mode can be directly 
provided to the siZe conversion device. In this case, it 
becomes possible to quickly generate monitor display image 
data by bypassing any unnecessary routing. In addition, 
since the image data in the reproduction system hardly ever 
?oW through the ?rst bus, the load on the ?rst bus is greatly 
reduced. 

[0055] If, on the other hand, an input source setting device 
is provided at the compression conversion device, uncom 
pressed image data read out from the removable memory or 
the like onto the second bus in the reproduction mode can be 
directly provided to the compression conversion device. In 
this case, processing such as re-compressing reproduction 
data can be executed quickly by bypassing any unnecessary 
routing. 

[0056] In addition, if an input source setting device is 
provided at the image processing device, uncompressed 
image data read out from the removable memory or the like 
onto the second bus in the reproduction mode can be directly 
provided to the image processing device. In this case, 
processing such as tWo-dimensional image processing per 
formed again on the reproduction data can be executed 
quickly by bypassing any unnecessary routing. 

[0057] Furthermore, When image data before undergoing 
tWo-dimensional image processing are recorded in the 
removable memory, for instance, the image data can be 
directly provided to the image processing device to realiZe 
quick reproduction/display at the camera. 

[0058] By adding an input source setting device at an 
image data conversion device in this manner, selection of 
various signal processing routes is enabled. 

[0059] In particular, if both an input source setting device 
and an output destination setting device are provided at an 
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image data conversion device, it becomes possible to tem 
porarily reverse the How of image data, to the How directed 
from the second bus to the ?rst bus. In this case, the loads 
on the tWo buses can be adjusted in a ?exible manner by, for 
instance, switching the roles of the ?rst bus and the second 
bus in correspondence to the processing statuses. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0060] FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating the structure 
of the electronic camera 10; 

[0061] FIG. 2 illustrates the operating timing (compres 
sion mode) for an image-capturing operation; 

[0062] FIGS. 3A~3E each illustrate an image processing 
unit block; 

[0063] FIG. 4 illustrates the operating timing (non-com 
pression mode) for an image-capturing operation; 

[0064] FIG. 5 illustrates the operating timing for an repro 
duction operation; and 

[0065] FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating the structure 
of the electronic camera 60 in the prior art. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0066] The folloWing is an explanation of an embodiment 
of the present invention, given in reference to the draWings. 

[0067] FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating the structure 
of an electronic camera 10 in the embodiment. 

[0068] In FIG. 1, a taking lens 11 is mounted at the 
electronic camera 10. An image-capturing element 12 is 
provided in the image space of the taking lens 11. An image 
output of the image-capturing element 12 is input to a 
real-time processing unit 14 via an A/D conversion circuit 
13. An output port of the real-time processing unit 14 is 
connected to a ?rst bus 15. 

[0069] A ?rst input/output port of a tWo-dimensional pro 
cessing unit 14A, an input/output port of an image memory 
16, an input port of a J PEG compression unit 17A, an output 
port of a JPEG decompression unit 17B, an input port of a 
thumbnail generating unit 18 and an input port of an image 
plane siZe conversion unit 19 are connected to the ?rst bus 
15. 

[0070] In addition, the electronic camera 10 is provided 
With a second bus 21 Which is independent of the ?rst bus 
15. A second output port of the tWo-dimensional processing 
unit 14A, an output port of the J PEG compression unit 17A, 
an input port of the JPEG decompression unit 17B, an output 
port of the thumbnail generating unit 18, an output port of 
the image plane siZe conversion unit 19 and the ?rst bus 15 
are connected to the second bus 21 via a buffer circuit 20. 

[0071] It is to be noted that the buffer circuit 20 in this 
structure is constituted of a plurality of FIFOs (?rst-in/ 
?rst-out memories) and their control circuits, and performs 
timing adjustment or multiplexing for individual sets of data 
to ensure that data collisions do not occur on the second bus 
21. 

[0072] In addition, the tWo-dimensional processing unit 
14A is internally provided With an output destination setting 
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circuit 14B that selects the ?rst bus 15 and/ or the second bus 
21 as an output destination of conversion output. 

[0073] A monitor display circuit 23, a removable memory 
24, an MPU 25, a system memory 26 and a non-volatile 
memory 26A are also connected to the second bus 21. 

[0074] A photometering mechanism 28 for AE (automatic 
exposure) and AWB (automatic White balance adjustment) 
and an autofocus control mechanism 29 for AF (autofocus 
control) are connected to the MPU 25. 

[0075] Furthermore, as illustrated in FIG. 1, a data transfer 
path 30, through Which the MPU 25 inputs/outputs data 
from/to the image memory 16 is provided. 

[0076] The folloWing is an explanation of operations per 
formed in the embodiment of the present invention. 

(Operation Performed During Image-Capturing in Compres 
sion Mode) 

[0077] FIG. 2 illustrates the operating timing achieved 
When compressing and recording image data. The folloWing 
is an explanation of the operating timing for an image 
capturing operation, given in reference to FIG. 2. 

l. Pressing the shutter release button halfWay doWn 

[0078] First, When the shutter release button (not shoWn) 
of the electronic camera 10 is pressed halfWay doWn, the 
MPU 25 issues a command for photographing preparation. 
In response to this command, the photometering mechanism 
28 starts a “photometering operation/White balance detec 
tion.”At the same time, the autofocus control mechanism 29 
starts to implement focus control. 

[0079] In parallel With these operations performed to 
prepare for a photographing operation, the MPU 25 turns on 
the poWer to the recording system (the removable memory 
24), and starts to “check the removable memory 24.” It is to 
be noted that at this point, operations such as decision 
making as to Whether or not the removable memory 24 is 
present, decision-making as to Whether or not the removable 
memory 24 is usable, collection of attribute information 
With respect to the removable memory 24, decision-making 
as to Whether or not the removable memory 24 is formatted 
and initial setting for the driver are executed. 

[0080] When these checking operations are completed, the 
MPU 25 ?rst stores the check data in the non-volatile 
memory 26A and then turns off the poWer to the recording 
system. 

2. Release Operation (Pressing the Shutter Release Button 
All the Way DoWn 

[0081] When the shutter release button of the electronic 
camera 10 is pressed all the Way doWn, the MPU 25 issues 
a command to ?naliZe the photographing preparation. In 
response to this command, the photometering mechanism 
28“holds the results of exposure calculation performed 
based upon the photometering value/the results of White 
balance calculation.” In the mean time, the autofocus control 
mechanism 29 executes an AF lock. 

[0082] In parallel With these operations to ?naliZe the 
photographing preparation, the MPU 25 turns on the poWer 
to the image-capturing element 12, the removable memory 
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24 and related circuits (operation to activate the means for 
image-capturing, operation to activate the means for record 
ing). 
[0083] It is to be noted that While the electronic camera in 
the embodiment is provided With a dedicated photometering 
mechanism 28 and a dedicated autofocus control mechanism 
29, there are electronic cameras that execute AE/AWB/AF 
operations by using the image-capturing element 12. In such 
a camera, the image-capturing element and the related 
circuits are turned on When the shutter release button is 
pressed halfway doWn. In this case, the operation to activate 
the means for image-capturing corresponds to an operation 
performed to sWitch from the AE/AWB/AF operations to a 
still photographing state. During the sWitching operation, the 
read mode for the image-capturing element 12 is reset, the 
mechanical shutter is closed (if the camera is provided With 
a mechanical shutter) and unnecessary electrical charges are 
cleared from the image-capturing element 12 and so forth. 

3. Exposure Operation at the Image-Capturing Element 12 

[0084] When the operation to activate the means for 
image-capturing is completed, the image-capturing element 
12 starts an exposure operation. 

[0085] In parallel With the exposure operation, the MPU 
25 sequentially executes the folloWing operations. 

[0086] The check data obtained by checking the remov 
able memory 24 are retrieved from the non-volatile memory 
26A. 

[0087] Information such as the photographing date is 
obtained from the internal timer and is edited as photo 
graphic information (operation to edit photographic infor 
mation). The photographic information resulting from the 
editing operation is temporarily recorded in the system 
memory 26. 

[0088] A FAT (?le allocation table) is read out from the 
removable memory 24 and placed on the system memory 26 

(Operation to Prepare for Data Recording in the Removable 
Memory 24). 

[0089] It is to be noted that if the exposure time is long and 
there is some processing idle time, the directory entry and 
the FAT entry required for recording the photographed 
image should be detected as Well, by referencing the check 
data. 

4. Image Data Scan/Read Operation and TWo-Dimensional 
Image Processing 

[0090] When a speci?c length of exposure time elapses, 
image data (CCD raW data) are sequentially read out from 
the image-capturing element 12. After undergoing A/D 
conversion, the image data are sequentially output to the 
real-time processing unit 14. The real-time processing unit 
14 performs real-time processing such as defective pixel 
correction, black level clamping, White balance adjustment 
and gamma correction on the image data and sequentially 
records the processed image data in the image memory 16 
via the ?rst bus 15. 

[0091] In order to perform tWo-dimensional image pro 
cessing in units of (N ><M) pixels, the tWo-dimensional 
processing unit 14A starts tWo-dimensional image process 
ing (such as color interpolation processing) in parallel at the 
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point in time at Which image data corresponding to M lines 
have been accumulated in the image memory 16 (see FIG. 
3A). 
[0092] It is to be noted that if a line memory corresponding 
to M lines is provided inside the tWo-dimensional processing 
unit 14A, the output from the real-time processing unit 14 
can be directly provided to the tWo-dimensional processing 
unit 14A Without temporarily recording it in the image 
memory 16. HoWever, since the capacity of such a line 
memory must increase if the number of pixels at the image 
capturing element 12 is large or the block siZe (N><M) is 
large, it is often dif?cult to provide the line memory inside 
the tWo-dimensional processing unit 14A. In addition, since 
other processing units cannot access the line memory, it 
becomes necessary to provide a dedicated line memory at 
each processing unit. This tends to lead to problems such as 
an increase in poWer consumption and the structures of the 
individual processing units becoming more complicated. 

[0093] The embodiment, in Which the problems described 
above are eliminated by making the plurality of processing 
units share the image memory (it is particularly desirable to 
employ a highspeed memory), achieves a structure that 
enables parallel execution of a plurality of types of process 
ing in a ?exible manner. 

[0094] It is to be noted that the output destination setting 
circuit 14B sets the ?rst bus 15 as the destination of the 
output from the tWo-dimensional processing unit 14A in the 
compression mode. Thus, image data having been processed 
at the tWo-dimensional processing unit 14A are sequentially 
output to the ?rst bus 15 and sequentially recorded in the 
image memory 16. 

5. JPEG Compression Processing 

[0095] Next, the JPEG compression unit 17A starts a trial 
compression on the image data having undergone the tWo 
dimensional image processing. 

[0096] In JPEG compression processing, an image com 
pression calculation is executed on the individual color 
components (e.g., a Y Cb Cr color image) in units of 8x8 
pixels block. Thus, the J PEG compression unit 17A starts the 
trial compression in parallel at a point in time at Which an 
8x8 pixels block is output from the tWo-dimensional pro 
cessing unit 14A. Since the tWo-dimensional processing unit 
14A prepares a single 8x8 pixels block for each color 
component based upon image data corresponding to (N+7)>< 
(M+7) pixels, parallel execution of the image processing by 
the tWo-dimensional processing unit 14A and the trial com 
pression proceeds from this time point (see FIG. 3B). 

[0097] For instance, When processing a 4:4:4 color image, 
the image compression calculation is executed by handling 
8x8 pixels blocks, each block corresponding to one of the 
three colors, i.e., Y, Cb and Cr, as one unit. Thus, the JPEG 
compression unit 17A starts the execution of trial compres 
sion in parallel When the three 8x8 pixels blocks have been 
output from the tWo-dimensional processing unit 14A. In 
other Words, parallel execution of the image processing by 
the tWo-dimensional processing unit 14A and the trial com 
pression proceeds from the time point at Which the tWo 
dimensional processing unit 14A has created the three 8x8 
pixels blocks (one each of Y, Cb and Cr) based upon the 
image data corresponding to (N +7)><(M+7) pixels (see FIG. 
3C). 



US 2008/0062272 A1 

[0098] In addition, When processing a 422 color image, 
the image compression calculation is executed by handling 
tWo 8x8 pixels blocks corresponding to the Y component 
and one each of 8x8 pixels blocks corresponding to the Cb 
and Cr components as one unit. Thus, the J PEG compression 
unit 17A starts the execution of trial compression in parallel 
When the four 8x8 pixels blocks (tWo 8x8 pixels blocks 
corresponding to the Y component, and one each of 8x8 
pixels blocks corresponding to the Cb and Cr components) 
have been output from the tWo-dimensional processing unit 
14A. In other Words, parallel execution of the image pro 
cessing by the tWo-dimensional processing unit 14A and the 
trial compression proceeds from the time point at Which the 
tWo-dimensional processing unit 14A has created the four 
8x8 pixels blocks (tWo 8x8 pixels blocks corresponding to 
the Y component, and one each of 8x8 pixels blocks 
corresponding to the Cb and Cr, components) based upon the 
image data corresponding to (N +l5)><(M+7) pixels (see FIG. 
3D). 
[0099] When processing a 420 color image, the image 
compression calculation is executed by handling four 8x8 
pixels blocks corresponding to the Y component and one 
each of 8x8 pixels blocks corresponding to the Cb and Cr 
components as one unit. Thus, the JPEG compression unit 
17A starts the execution of trial compression in parallel 
When the six 8x8 pixels blocks (four 8x8 pixels blocks 
corresponding to the Y component, and one each of 8x8 
pixels blocks corresponding to the Cb and Cr components) 
have been output from the two-dimensional processing unit 
14A. In other Words, parallel execution of the image pro 
cessing by the tWo-dimensional processing unit 14A and the 
trial compression proceeds from the time point at Which the 
tWo-dimensional processing unit 14A has created the six 8x8 
pixels blocks based upon the image data corresponding to 
(N+l5)><(M+l5) pixels (see FIG. 3E). 
[0100] It is to be noted that in the trial compression 
described above, the JPEG compression unit 17A does not 
output compressed data and instead noti?es the MPU 25 of 
only the code volume of the compressed data. For this 
reason, during this trial compression period, the ef?ciency of 
utiliZation of the second bus 21 by the JPEG compression 
unit 17A becomes extremely loW. Thus, in order to utiliZe 
the second bus 21 e?iciently during the trial compression 
period, the folloWing processing (processing 6~7 beloW) is 
executed in parallel. 

6. Image Plane SiZe Conversion for Display 

[0101] When a sufficient volume of pixel blocks required 
for image plane siZe conversion are accumulated in the 
image memory 16 by the tWo-dimensional processing unit 
14A, the image plane siZe conversion unit 19 sequentially 
takes in the image data via the ?rst bus 15 and executes 
image plane siZe conversion for display. As a result, the 
image processing by the tWo-dimensional processing unit 
14A and the image plane siZe conversion processing proceed 
in parallel. 

[0102] The image plane siZe conversion unit 19 sequen 
tially outputs the display image data prepared in this manner 
to the buffer circuit 20. 

7. Thumbnail Generation Processing 

[0103] When a sufficient volume of pixel blocks required 
for thumbnail generation are accumulated in the image 
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memory 16 by the tWo-dimensional processing unit 14A, the 
thumbnail generating unit 18 sequentially takes in the image 
data via the ?rst bus 15 and executes thumbnail generation 
processing. As a result, the image processing by the tWo 
dimensional processing unit 14A and the thumbnail genera 
tion processing (a type of image plane siZe conversion) 
proceed in parallel. 

[0104] The thumbnail generating unit 18 sequentially out 
puts the thumbnail image data thus created to the buffer 
circuit 20. 

8. Timing Adjustment by the Buffer Circuit 20 

[0105] The buffer circuit 20 alternately outputs the display 
image data and the thumbnail image data onto the second 
bus 21 to ensure that its internal FIFOs do not over?oW. The 
MPU 25 sequentially records the display image data and the 
thumbnail image data on the second bus 21 in respective 
areas on the system memory 26. 

[0106] The monitor display circuit 23 sequentially reads 
out the display image data from the system memory 26 and 
executes monitor display. It is to be noted that if a video 
memory is provided Within the monitor display circuit 23, 
the display image data may be directly Written in the video 
memory Without engaging the system memory 26 (it is to be 
noted that the structure achieved by providing the monitor 
display circuit 23 on the side Where the ?rst bus 15 is present 
is described in the summary of the invention). 

[0107] If a video memory is provided Within the monitor 
display circuit 23, by directly providing an output from the 
image plane siZe conversion unit 19 to the monitor display 
circuit 23, it becomes unnecessary to engage either the ?rst 
bus 15 or the second bus 21, so that the loads on the buses 
are further reduced. 

9. Thumbnail Compression Processing by the MPU 25 

[0108] When a sufficient volume of pixel blocks required 
to perform JPEG compression processing on the thumbnail 
image data are accumulated in the system memory 26, the 
MPU 25 sequentially takes in the thumbnail image data from 
image memory 16 via the second bus 21 and executes 
compression processing on the thumbnail image data (soft 
Ware processing). As a result, the thumbnail generation 
processing (a type of image plane siZe conversion) by the 
thumbnail generating unit 18 and the thumbnail compres 
sion processing by the MPU 25 proceed in parallel. 

[0109] In this case, the output of the thumbnail image data 
is completed after the tWo-dimensional image processing is 
completed. As a result, the thumbnail image data requiring 
is a relatively small capacity are output onto the second bus 
sloWly. Thus, the image compression calculation can be 
performed at the MPU 25 side by alloWing a sufficient 
margin in correspondence to the speed at Which the thumb 
nail image data are output so that it becomes possible to 
complete the thumbnail compression Without letting a great 
length of time elapse after the completion of the processing 
by the tWo-dimensional processing unit 14A. 

[0110] The thumbnail image data that have been com 
pressed in this manner (hereafter referred to as “thumbnail 
compressed data”) are sequentially recorded in the system 
memory 26. 
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10. JPEG Compression (Main Compression) 

[0111] At the time point at Which the trial compression 
ends, the JPEG compression unit 17A noti?es the MPU 25 
of the compressed code volume. Based upon the compressed 
code volume, the MPU 25 determines a correct scale factor 
for achieving a target compression rate and noti?es the J PEG 
compression unit 17A of the determined scale factor. 

[0112] In conformance to the scale factor, the JPEG com 
pression unit 17A executes JPEG compression (main com 
pression), sequentially outputs the compressed data to the 
buffer circuit 20 and temporarily records them in the system 
memory 26. Since the processing 6~9 described above is 
almost completed at this time point, the buffer circuit 20 can 
output the compressed data from the J PEG compression unit 
17A onto the second bus 21 almost in real time. 

11. Recording into the Removable Memory 24 

[0113] The MPU 25 creates the header portion of an image 
?le by combining the thumbnail compressed data and the 
photographic information on the system memory 26, and 
records the header portion thus created in the removable 
memory 24. Then, the MPU 25 sequentially reads out the 
compressed data from the system memory 26 via the second 
bus 21 and sequentially records the compressed data thus 
read out in the removable memory 24 as the data portion of 
the image ?le. At this time, the system memory 26 functions 
as a buffer memory for the compressed data. The image 
compression processing by the JPEG compression unit 17A 
and the recording of the compressed data proceed in parallel 
in this manner. 

[0114] It is to be noted that the MPU 25 may sequentially 
record compressed data output onto the second bus 21 in the 
removable memory 24 Without engaging the system memory 
26. In such a case, pipeline type parallel processing of the 
compression operation and the recording operation is imple 
mented. 

[0115] Through the series of operations described above, 
compressed image data are recorded in the removable 
memory 24. 

[0116] Next, the operation performed When image data are 
recorded in an uncompressed state is explained. 

(Operation Performed During Image-Capturing in the Non 
Compression Mode) 
[0117] FIG. 4 illustrates the operation timing achieved 
When recording image data in a non-compressed state. The 
folloWing is an explanation of the features that characteriZe 
the operation performed in the non-compression mode. 

[0118] First, the output destination setting circuit 14B sets 
both the ?rst bus 15 and the second bus 21 as destinations 
of an output resulting from conversion processing in the 
non-compression mode. As a result, image data having 
undergone the tWo-dimensional image processing by the 
tWo-dimensional processing unit 14A are simultaneously 
output to the ?rst bus 15 and the second bus 21. 

[0119] It is to be noted that in this situation, the image data 
output by the tWo-dimensional processing unit 14A may be 
directly provided to the thumbnail generating unit 18 and the 
image plane siZe conversion unit 19 via a transmission path 
42 shoWn in FIG. 1 for the execution of thumbnail genera 
tion and image plane siZe conversion. 
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[0120] The image data output to the ?rst bus 15 are taken 
in by the thumbnail generating unit 18 and the image plane 
siZe conversion unit 19, as in the operation in the compres 
sion mode explained earlier. 

[0121] The image data output to the second bus 21, on the 
other hand, undergo timing adjustment via the buffer circuit 
20, are sequentially output to the second bus 21 and are 
temporarily recorded in the system memory 26. The MPU 
25 reads out the uncompressed image data from the system 
memory 26 and sequentially records them in the removable 
memory 24 as the data portion of the image ?le. The image 
processing by the tWo-dimensional processing unit 14A and 
the recording of the uncompressed image data proceed in 
parallel in this manner. It is to be noted that if the recording 
speed at the removable memory 24 is loW, idle time is 
created at the second bus 21. In order to utiliZe this idle time 
ef?ciently, the folloWing processing 1 and 2 is inserted in 
parallel. 

[0122] l. The thumbnail image data output by the thumb 
nail generating unit 18 ?rst undergo timing adjustment via 
the buffer circuit 20, are sequentially output onto the second 
bus 21 and are temporarily recorded in the system memory 
26. 

[0123] 2. The display image data output by the image 
plane siZe conversion unit 19 ?rst undergo timing adjust 
ment via the bulfer circuit 20, are sequentially output onto 
the second bus 21 and are temporarily recorded in the system 
memory 26. The monitor display circuit 23 reads out the 
display image data from the system memory 26 and executes 
monitor display (the display image data may be directly 
Written in the video memory Within the monitor display 
circuit 23 Without engaging the system memory 26). 

[0124] When the recording of the data portion of the 
image ?le is completed, the MPU 25 creates the header 
portion of the image ?le by combining the thumbnail image 
(in the non-compression mode, the thumbnail image, too, is 
often recorded in an uncompressed state) and the photo 
graphic information on the system memory 26 and records 
the header portion thus created in the removable memory 24. 

[0125] It is to be noted that if the thumbnail image is 
uncompressed, the ?le header has a ?xed length. Thus, a 
memory area for the ?le header may be secured in advance 
When recording the data portion of the image ?le earlier. 

[0126] In addition, if the MPU 25 compresses the thumb 
nail image, the compression may be executed in parallel 
With the thumbnail generation processing. 

[0127] Through the operations described above, recording 
of uncompressed image data is completed. 

[0128] Next, the operation performed When reproducing 
an image is explained. 

(Operation During Image Reproduction) 

[0129] FIG. 5 illustrates the operating timing achieved 
When reproducing image data in the removable memory 24. 
The folloWing is an explanation of the image reproduction 
operation given in reference to FIG. S. 
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1. “Operation to Activate the Removable Memory 24” and 
“Retrieve of Management Information” 

[0130] When the electronic camera 10 is set in the repro 
duction mode, the MPU 25 turns on poWer to the removable 
memory 24 (operation to activate the removable memory 
24). 
[0131] In parallel With this operation, the MPU 25 reads 
out the check data obtained by checking the removable 
memory 24 from the non-volatile memory 26A. The check 
data include information necessary to retrieve management 
information such as the name of the directory in Which the 
image ?le to be reproduced ?rst is contained, the name of the 
image ?le and information related to the ?le system Which 
may be DOS FAT or the like. Based upon the check data, the 
MPU 25 retrieves the management information necessary 
for the execution of the reproduction operation onto the 
system memory 26. 

[0132] The operation to activate the removable memory 
24 and the retrieve of the management information proceed 
in parallel in this manner. 

2. “DOS FAT Read,”“Compressed Data Read” and “JPEG 
Decompression Processing” 

[0133] When the removable memory 24 is started up and 
a data read is enabled, the FAT and the directory area Which 
is to be reproduced ?rst are read out onto the system memory 
26. During this operation, the management information 
related to the ?le system retrieved in 1 above is utiliZed. 

[0134] The MPU 25 sequentially reads out compressed 
data from the removable memory 24 onto the second bus 21 
and sequentially records them in the system memory 26. The 
JPEG decompression unit 17B sequentially takes in the 
compressed data from the system memory 26 via the buffer 
circuit 20 and sequentially executes JPEG decompression 
processing. 

[0135] “Compressed data read” and “compressed data 
decompression conversion” proceed in parallel in this man 
ner. 

[0136] It is to be noted that the MPU 25 may send the 
compressed data on the second bus 21 to the buffer circuit 
20 Without engaging the system memory 26. In this case, the 
J PEG decompression unit 17B receives the compressed data 
Without engaging the system memory 26, and pipeline type 
parallel processing of the “compressed data read processing” 
and the “JPEG decompression processing” is executed. 

3. Image Plane SiZe Conversion for Display 

[0137] The image data that have been decompressed by 
the JPEG decompression unit 17B are sequentially output to 
the ?rst bus 15 and are temporarily recorded in the image 
memory 16. The image plane siZe conversion unit 19 
converts the image plane siZe of the image data by sequen 
tially taking in the image data from image memory 16 to 
generate display image data. The display image data are 
sequentially output onto the second bus 21 via the buffer 
circuit 20 and are sequentially recorded in the system 
memory 26. The monitor display circuit 23 reads out the 
display image data from the system memory 26 and executes 
monitor display. It is to be noted that this operation may be 
performed by employing the video memory Within the 
monitor display circuit 23, and in such a case, since the band 
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of the second bus 21 is not used unnecessarily, the ef?ciency 
of the processing performed using the second bus 21 is 
further improved. 

[0138] “Compressed data decompression conversion” and 
“image plane siZe conversion” proceed in parallel in this 
manner. 

4. Operation to Reproduce an Uncompressed Image 

[0139] If the image data read out from the removable 
memory 24 are in an uncompressed state, the image data are 
sequentially passed through the second bus 21, the buffer 
circuit 20 and the ?rst bus 15 and are ?nally taken in by the 
image plane siZe conversion unit 19. The image plane siZe 
conversion unit 19 converts the image plane siZe of the 
image data and creates display image data. The display 
image data are Written in the video memory Within the 
monitor display circuit 23 or the system memory 26 via the 
buffer circuit 20 and are displayed at the monitor. 

[0140] “Image read” and “image plane siZe conversion” 
proceed in parallel in this manner. 

Advantages of the Embodiment 

[0141] In the embodiment, the ?rst bus 15 and the second 
bus 21 are separated from each other With a high degree of 
reliability. Consequently, data collisions on the buses are 
effectively prevented, While enabling smooth execution of a 
plurality of types of image conversion processing. In addi 
tion, as explained in reference to FIGS. 2, 4 and 5, parallel 
execution of processing in various operations is enabled in 
the embodiment. Furthermore, by using the buffer circuit 20, 
data collisions are effectively prevented from occurring 
Within the electronic camera 10. Moreover, as explained 
earlier, the softWare processing by the MPU 25 and the 
hardWare processing performed by the JPEG compression 
unit 17A, the thumbnail generating unit 18, the image plane 
siZe conversion unit 19 and the JPEG decompression unit 
17B are executed in concert With each other in an effective 
manner. 

[0142] Through the synergistic effect achieved by the 
combination of the above, the embodiment achieves a great 
reduction in processing time in the electronic camera 10. 

Complementary Notes on the Embodiment 

[0143] It is to be noted that a means for transmission may 
be provided among the means for image data conversion. 
For instance, as illustrated in FIG. 1, the transmission path 
42 for transmitting 8x8 pixels blocks may be provided 
betWeen the tWo-dimensional processing unit 14A and the 
JPEG compression unit 17A. In an electronic camera struc 
tured as described above, it becomes possible for the JPEG 
compression unit 17A to execute compression processing by 
directly taking in 8x8 pixels blocks via the transmission path 
42. In this case, since no 8x8 pixels block data How on the 
?rst bus 15, the ?rst bus 15 can be utiliZed ef?ciently for 
other processing. 

[0144] In addition, by providing the transmission path 42 
to directly transmit the output from the tWo-dimensional 
processing unit 14A to the thumbnail generating unit 18 and 
the image plane siZe conversion unit 19, availability of the 
?rst bus 15 can be assured in an ef?cient manner. 
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[0145] It is to be noted that if the thumbnail compression 
is achieved through hardware, a transmission path 41 for 
directly transmitting a thumbnail image from the thumbnail 
generating unit 18 to the JPEG compression unit 17A, as 
illustrated in FIG. 1, may be provided. 

[0146] Furthermore, a transmission path 43 for directly 
transmitting decompressed image data from the J PEG 
decompression unit 17B to the image plane siZe conversion 
unit 19 may be provided, as illustrated in FIG. 1. In this case, 
it becomes possible to assure availability of the ?rst bus 15 
in the reproduction mode in an ef?cient manner. 

[0147] Moreover, by providing an output destination set 
ting circuit at both the JPEG compression unit 17A and the 
thumbnail generating unit 18, compressed data and thumb 
nail compressed data (or thumbnail image data) can be 
returned to the ?rst bus side and then recorded in the image 
memory 16, Which, in turn, makes it possible to increase the 
number of frames over Which photographing is enabled in 
highspeed continuous shooting. 

[0148] It is to be noted that a means for input source 
setting may be provided at a means for image data conver 
sion. For instance, as illustrated in FIG. 1, an input source 
setting circuit 19A may be provided at the image plane siZe 
conversion unit 19. By adopting this structure, image data in 
an uncompressed state read out from the removable memory 
can be directly provided to the image plane siZe conversion 
unit 19 sequentially via the second bus 21 and a transmission 
path 44. In this situation, the image data having undergone 
siZe conversion at the image plane siZe conversion unit 19 
then undergo timing adjustment at the buffer circuit 20, are 
returned to the second bus 21 and are ?nally provided to the 
monitor display circuit 23. 

[0149] In addition, an output destination setting circuit 
may be added at the image plane siZe conversion unit 19 
structured as described above. In such a case, the destination 
of an output from the image plane siZe conversion unit 19 
can be temporarily sWitched to image memory 16 on the side 
Where the ?rst bus 15 is present to avoid an over?oW at the 
buffer circuit 20 When, for instance, the load on the second 
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bus 21 has increased excessively (e.g., When a reproduction 
frame feed has been repeatedly performed). 

[0150] Furthermore, While the explanation is given in 
reference to the embodiment on an example in Which the 
?rst bus 15 is directly connected to the plurality of means for 
image data conversion (14A, 17A, 18 and 19), the present 
invention is not limited to this example. Input buffers such 
as line memories may be individually provided betWeen the 
?rst bus 15 and the plurality of means for image data 
conversion (14A, 17A, 18 and 19). Since the image output 
from the real-time processing unit 14 can be directly taken 
into the individual input buffers by adopting such a structure, 
the image memory 16 is accessed less frequently so that the 
length of processing time is further reduced. 

What is claimed: 
1. An electronic camera comprising: 

an image-capturing device that captures an image of a 
subject and generates image data; 

an image processing device that performs tWo-dimen 
sional image processing on the image data generated by 
the image-capturing device; and 

a compression conversion device that performs image 
compression on the image data having undergone the 
tWo-dimensional image processing at the image pro 
cessing device, Wherein: 

processing time during an image-capturing stage in the 
electronic camera is reduced by implementing in par 
allel the tWo-dimensional image processing on the 
image data performed by the image processing device 
and the image compression on the same image data 
performed by the compression conversion device. 

2. An electronic camera according to claim 1, Wherein 
When the image processing device has performed the tWo 
dimensional image processing on a part of the image data, 
the compression conversion device starts the image com 
pression on the image data having undergone the tWo 
dimensional image processing. 

* * * * * 


