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(57) ABSTRACT 

A garment comprising different portions having di?ferent 
performance characteristics. A preferred embodiment is a 
?shing shirt comprising: a body portion, said body portion 
being fabricated from a breathable, knitted fabric having a 
Wicking ?nish; a collar portion and a yoke portion, said 
collar portion and said yoke portion being fabricated from a 
four-Way stretch fabric having a Wicking ?nish; a pair of 
loWer sleeve portions, each of said loWer sleeve portions 
being fabricated from a non-Wicking, hydrophobic fabric; 
and an optional pair of underarm portions, each of said 
underarm portions being fabricated from a knit, anti-micro 
bial fabric. 
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GARMENT WITH HYDROPHOBIC FOREARMS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This application is a continuation-in-part of Us. 
patent application Ser. No. 10/936,334 ?led on Sep. 8, 2004. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] This invention relates to a garment that comprises 
a plurality of fabric types having different performance 
characteristics in different areas of the garment. In particular, 
the invention relates to a garment having a hydrophobic 
forearm. 

[0003] Fishing, and particularly ?y ?shing, imposes a 
Wide variety of performance requirements on the garments 
of the ?sherman. For example, a ?y ?shing shirt is most 
comfortable When moisture does not accumulate on the skin 
of the ?sherman, When the shirt does not impede the 
movement of the ?sherman’s upper body and arms, When 
the shirt does not support the groWth of odor-producing 
microorganisms, and When dipping a forearm into the Water 
(e.g., to release a ?sh) does not result in the other parts of the 
garment becoming Wet. Background art ?y ?shing garments 
have not adequately addressed these requirements. 

[0004] The background art is characterized by U.S. Pat. 
Nos. 3,922,723; 5,416,929; 5,453,268; 5,631,074; 5,453, 
268; 6,041,446; 5,946,726; 6,000,057; 6,040,251; 6,155, 
084; 6,194,332; 6,427,242; 6,438,755; and 6,499,320; and 
Us. Patent Applications Nos. 2002/0023283; 2002/ 
0124293; 2002/0146950; 2002/0162161; and 2003/ 
0106130; the disclosures of Which patents and patent appli 
cations are incorporated by reference as if fully set forth 
herein. 

[0005] Popper in Us. Pat. No. 3,922,723 discloses meth 
ods and articles for deodoriZing using ion exchange cotton. 
This invention is limited in that a garment must be treated 
With a Weak base anion exchange material. 

[0006] Braunstein in Us. Pat. No. 5,416,929 discloses a 
garment having an antimicrobial treated crotch. This inven 
tion is limited in that an open knit construction that is formed 
of both treated and untreated yarn must be used, With the 
treated yarn being treated With a chlorinated phenoxy anti 
microbial compound. 

[0007] Ueno et al. in Us. Pat. No. 5,453,268 discloses an 
antimicrobial and deodorant-?nished product. This inven 
tion is limited in that it requires use of an antimicrobial 
Schilf base derivative of an aminoglycoside as the active 
ingredient and a polyoxy-ethylenepolyalkylsiloxane for 
improving resistance to Washing. 

[0008] Herlihy, Jr. in Us. Pat. No. 5,631,074 discloses a 
Waterproof breathable fabric for outdoor athletic apparel. 
This invention is limited in that it is a laminated fabric that 
has uniform performance characteristics. 

[0009] Green in Us. Pat. No. 5,946,726 discloses a sport 
top With interior bust support. This invention is limited in 
that it requires incorporation of a bust support structure into 
a garment. 

[0010] NeWman in Us. Pat. No. 6,000,057 discloses odor 
preventing hunting apparel. This invention is limited in that 
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it requires the use of an inner layer of antimicrobial fabric 
and an outer layer of an odor absorbing material. 

[0011] CaldWell in Us. Pat. No. 6,040,251 discloses gar 
ments of barrier Webs. This invention is limited in that it is 
a fabric comprising a Web that has been treated With a 
curable shear thinned thixotropic polymer composition. 

[0012] Braunstein in Us. Pat. No. 6,041,446 discloses a 
panty With an integrated treated crotch. This invention is 
limited in that it comprises a garment having a portion that 
is treated With a chlorinated phenoxy antimicrobial compo 
sition. 

[0013] AndreWs et al. in Us. Pat. No. 6,155,084 disclose 
a protective article made of a composite fabric. This inven 
tion is limited in that use of yarns or materials having 
different mechanical properties is required. 

[0014] Bush et al. in Us. Pat. No. 6,427,242 disclose a 
Winter-sports garment lining system characterized by local 
iZed climate control characteristics. At col. 4, lines 2-6, this 
reference teaches that “the sleeves of the garment lining may 
include a nylon or other Water-resistant fabric, as may be an 
area of the garment lining adjacent to the Zipper or other 
principal closure mechanism of the garment; here again to 
prevent Wetting of the lining and any underlying apparel.” 
The invention is limited, hoWever, in that the disclosed 
structure does not prevent Water into Which a loWer sleeve 
of the garment is immersed (e.g., during ?y ?shing opera 
tions) from being transported into adjacent portions of the 
garment. At col. 1, lines 31-34, the reference discloses “a 
garment lining system that is speci?cally con?gured to 
provide desired performance properties at predetermined 
anatomical locations rather than universally throughout the 
garment lining.” The reference does not teach the fabric 
type/location combinations disclosed herein. Moreover, the 
requirement that a stretchable open mesh sheet be used in the 
armpit region (col. 4, lines 40-43) teaches aWay from the 
invention disclosed herein. 

[0015] MacDonald et al. in Us. Pat. No. 6,438,755 dis 
close an aerodynamic garment for improved athletic perfor 
mance. This invention is limited in that requires the use of 
fabrics appropriate for the Reynolds numbers of body seg 
ments. 

[0016] Bernhardt in Us. Pat. No. 6,499,320 discloses a 
garment having antimicrobial properties. This invention is 
limited in that the presence of yarns With the active antimi 
crobial agent on the interior of the garment is required. 
Moreover, a fabric that has uniform performance character 
istics is disclosed. 

[0017] Kania et al. in Us. Patent Application No. 2002/ 
0023283 disclose apparel designed to be Worn in or under 
Water. This invention is limited in that molding of the article 
of apparel is required. 

[0018] Zeiler in Us. Patent Application No. 2002/ 
0124293 discloses an insect barrier garment. This invention 
is limited in that a base fabric, a spacer layer and a cover 
fabric are required. 

[0019] Reich in Us. Patent Application No. 2002/ 
0146950 discloses antimicrobial materials. This invention is 
limited in a fabric having uniform performance character 
istics is required. 
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[0020] Zeiler in Us. Patent Application No. 2002/ 
0162161 discloses an insect barrier garment. This invention 
is limited in that a base fabric, a spacer layer and a cover 
fabric are required. 

[0021] Reynolds in Us. Patent Application 2003/0106130 
discloses a body form-?tting rainWear. This invention is 
limited in a layered fabric having uniform performance 
characteristics is required. 

[0022] From the above, it is apparent that What is needed 
is a garment that is speci?cally designed for ?shing in 
general and for ?y ?shing in particular. A garment is needed 
that comprises different portions having different perfor 
mance characteristics that meet the performance require 
ments of ?y ?shing. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0023] The purpose of the invention is to provide a com 
fortable garment to Wear While ?shing. One advantage of a 
preferred embodiment of the invention is that the body 
portion is breathable, Wicks the ?y ?sherman’s perspiration 
aWay from his or her torso and is capable of stretching in tWo 
directions to alloW unimpeded movement during ?shing. Yet 
another advantage of preferred embodiments of the inven 
tion is that the collar portion and the yoke portion are 
stretchable in tWo dimensions and Wick the ?sherman’s 
perspiration aWay from his/her shoulders, upper arms and 
neck. Another advantage of preferred embodiments of the 
invention is that loWer sleeve portions of the garment resist 
absorption of Water to Which they are exposed and resist 
transmission of any Water that they do absorb to adjacent 
portions of the garment. Yet another advantage of preferred 
embodiments of the invention is that the material from 
Which the underarm portions are fabricated Wicks the ?sh 
erman’s perspiration aWay from his/her underar'ms and 
neutraliZes odor-causing bacteria to Which it is exposed. 

[0024] One object of preferred embodiments of the inven 
tion is to facilitate the movements of ?y ?shing. Another 
object of preferred embodiments of the invention is to 
prevent Water into Which the loWer sleeves of the garment 
may be dipped from accumulating in the garment and being 
transmitted to other portions of the garment. Yet another 
object of preferred embodiments of the invention is to kill 
bacteria to Which the underarm portions of the garment are 
exposed. 

[0025] The invention is a garment comprising different 
portions having different performance characteristics. In a 
preferred embodiment, the garment comprises a body por 
tion, a collar portion having a neck opening, a yoke portion, 
a pair of loWer sleeve portions, a pair of underarm portions 
and a Zipper. Preferably, the portions of the garment are 
joined by seWing or other conventional processes. In use, the 
invention is operated by simply by Wearing it. 

[0026] In a preferred embodiment, the invention is a 
?shing shirt comprising: a body portion, said body portion 
being fabricated from a breathable, knitted fabric compris 
ing polyester ?bers and having a Wicking ?nish; a collar 
portion and a yoke portion, said collar portion and said yoke 
portion being fabricated from a four-Way stretch fabric 
having a Wicking ?nish; a pair of loWer sleeve portions, each 
of said loWer sleeve portions being fabricated from a non 
Wicking, hydrophobic fabric comprising about 88 percent 
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polypropylene ?bers and about 12 percent elastane ?bers; 
and a pair of underarm portions, each of said underarm 
portions being fabricated from a knit, anti-microbial fabric 
that comprises polyester ?bers and silver-plated nylon 
?bers. 

[0027] In another preferred embodiment, the invention is 
a garment comprising: a body portion, said body portion 
being fabricated from a breathable fabric having a Wicking 
?nish; a yoke portion, said yoke portion being fabricated 
from a four-Way stretch fabric having a Wicking ?nish; a pair 
of loWer sleeve portions, each of said loWer sleeve portions 
being fabricated from a non-Wicking, hydrophobic fabric; 
and a pair of underarm portions, each of said underarm 
portions being fabricated from an anti-microbial fabric. 
Preferably, each of said fabrics is a knitted fabric or a Woven 
fabric. Preferably, said breathable fabric comprises polyester 
?bers. Preferably, said non-Wicking, hydrophobic fabric 
comprises polypropylene ?bers and elastane ?bers. Prefer 
ably, said anti-microbial fabric comprises a ?rst, inner layer 
that is hydrophilic combined in a plaited construction With 
a second, outer layer that is moisture absorbent in a plaited 
construction, said second, outer layer preferably comprising 
?bers that are either embedded With silver or copper sul?de 
or coated With silver or copper sul?de. Altematively, said 
anti-microbial fabric comprises an anti-microbial agent that 
is applied to the fabric as a ?nish. 

[0028] In another preferred embodiment, the invention is 
a garment comprising: a torso portion having a neck open 
ing, said torso portion being fabricated from a knitted fabric, 
a Woven fabric or a non-Woven fabric; a pair of sleeve 
portions, each of said sleeve portions comprising an upper 
arm portion and a forearm portion, said forearm portion 
being fabricated from a non-Wicking, hydrophobic fabric; 
and a pair of underarm portions, each of said underarm 
portions being fabricated from a knit fabric that comprises 
silver-bonded ?bers. 

[0029] In yet another preferred embodiment, the invention 
is a composite garment comprising: a body portion having a 
neck opening, said body portion being fabricated from a 
fabric that is capable of stretching in tWo directions; a pair 
of sleeve portions, each of said sleeve portions comprising 
an upper arm portion and a culf portion, said upper arm 
portion being capable of stretching along its length and said 
culf portion being fabricated from a non-Wicking, Water 
resistant fabric; and a pair of underarm portions, each of said 
underarm portions being fabricated from a bi-component 
knit fabric that comprises silver-bonded ?bers. Preferably, 
the non-Wicking, Water-resistant fabric is comprised of 
polypropylene ?bers and elastane ?bers. 

[0030] In another preferred embodiment, the invention is 
a shirt for a ?sherman, said shirt comprising: means for 
covering the torso of the ?sherman (e.g., a body portion), 
said means for covering the torso of the ?sherman being 
breathable and Wicking the ?sherman’s perspiration aWay 
from his torso; means for covering the shoulders, upper arms 
and a portion of the neck of the ?sherman (e.g., yoke portion 
and shoulder-upper arm portions), said means for covering 
the shoulders, upper arms and a portion of the neck of the 
?sherman being stretchable in tWo dimensions and Wicking 
the ?sherman’s perspiration aWay from his shoulders upper 
arms and the portion of his neck; and means for covering the 
loWer arms of the ?sherman (e.g., loWer sleeve portions), 
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said means for covering the lower aims of the ?sherman 
being hydrophobic and preventing Water to Which it is 
exposed from Wicking into said means for covering the 
shoulders, upper arms and a portion of the neck of the 
?sherman; and means for covering the underarms of the 
?sherman (e.g., underarm portions), said means for covering 
the underarms of the ?sherman Wicking the ?sherman’s 
perspiration aWay from his underarms and neutralizing 
odor-causing bacteria to Which it is exposed. Preferably, said 
means for covering the torso of the ?sherman comprises a 
breathable, knitted fabric comprising polyester ?bers and 
having a Wicking ?nish. Preferably, said means for covering 
the shoulders, upper arms and a portion of the neck of the 
?sherman comprises a four-Way stretch fabric having a 
Wicking ?nish. Preferably, said means for covering the 
underarms of the ?sherman comprises a non-Wicking, quick 
drying hydrophobic fabric comprising about 88 percent 
polypropylene ?bers and about 12 percent elastane ?bers. 
Alternatively, said means for covering the underarms of the 
?sherman comprises a fabric comprising a ?ber selected 
from the group consisting of: a polyester ?ber, a nylon ?ber 
and a natural ?ber treated With a durable Water repellant. 
Preferably, said means for covering the underarms of the 
?sherman comprises an anti-microbial fabric. Preferably, 
said anti-microbial fabric comprises a ?rst, inner layer that 
is hydrophilic combined in a plaited construction With a 
second, outer layer that is moisture absorbent in a plaited 
construction, said second, outer layer preferably comprising 
?bers that are either embedded With silver or copper sul?de 
or coated With silver or copper sul?de. 

[0031] In another preferred embodiment, the invention is 
a garment comprising: a body portion, said body portion 
being fabricated from a breathable fabric; a yoke portion, 
said yoke portion being fabricated from a stretch fabric; a 
pair of loWer sleeve portions, each of said loWer sleeve 
portions being fabricated from a hydrophobic fabric; and a 
pair of underarm portions, each of said underarm portions 
being fabricated from an anti-microbial fabric. Preferably, 
each of said fabrics is a knitted fabric. Preferably said 
breathable fabric comprises polyester ?bers. Preferably, said 
hydrophobic fabric comprises polypropylene ?bers and elas 
tane ?bers. Preferably, said anti-microbial fabric comprises 
a ?rst, inner layer and a second, outer layer that is moisture 
absorbent, said second, outer layer preferably comprising 
?bers that are either embedded With silver or copper sul?de 
or coated With silver or copper sul?de. Alternatively, said 
anti-microbial fabric comprises an anti-microbial agent that 
is applied to the fabric as a ?nish. 

[0032] In an alternate embodiment, the invention com 
prises the features discussed above, With the exception of the 
underarm portions. 

[0033] Further aspects of the invention Will become appar 
ent from consideration of the draWings and the ensuing 
description of preferred embodiments of the invention. A 
person skilled in the art Will realiZe that other embodiments 
of the invention are possible and that the details of the 
invention can be modi?ed in a number of respects, all 
Without departing from the concept. Thus, the folloWing 
draWings and description are to be regarded as illustrative in 
nature and not restrictive. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0034] The features of the invention Will be better under 
stood by reference to the accompanying draWings Which 
illustrate presently preferred embodiments of the invention. 
In the draWings: 

[0035] FIG. 1 is a front elevation vieW of a preferred 
embodiment of the invention. 

[0036] FIG. 2 is a back elevation vieW of the preferred 
embodiment of the invention also illustrated in FIG. 1. 

[0037] The folloWing reference numerals are used to indi 
cate the parts and environment of the invention on the 
draWings: 

[0038] 10 ?shing shirt, garment 

[0039] 12 body portion, torso portion, body 

[0040] 14 collar portion, collar 

[0041] 15 neck opening 

[0042] 16 yoke portion 

[0043] 18 loWer sleeve portions, culfs 

[0044] 20 underarm portions, armpit gussets 

[0045] 22 Zipper 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0046] Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, a preferred embodi 
ment of ?shing shirt 10 is illustrated. In this embodiment, 
?shing shirt 10 comprises body portion 12, collar portion 14 
having neck opening 15, yoke portion 16, a pair of loWer 
sleeve portions 18, a pair of underarm portions 20 and Zipper 
22. Preferably, portions 12-20 are joined by seWing or other 
conventional processes. Any one or more of said portions is 
preferably fabricated from a knitted fabric or a Woven fabric. 

[0047] In a preferred embodiment body portion 12 is 
fabricated from a breathable, knitted fabric comprising poly 
ester ?bers and having a Wicking ?nish. More preferably, 
body portion 12 is fabricated from Style No. 7319 fabric 
from Malden Mills of LaWrence, Mass. Alternative fabrics 
from Which body portion could be fabricated include fabrics 
comprised of the folloWing materials or combinations of 
materials: polyester/LYCRA®, nylon, nylon/LYCRA®, cot 
ton, cotton/LYCRA®, polyester/nylon, polyester/nylon/LY 
CRA®, cotton/nylon, cotton/nylon/LYCRA®, polyester/ 
cotton, polyester/cotton/LYCRA®, Wool, Wool/nylon, Wool/ 
nylon/LYCRA®, Wool/polyester, Wool/polyester/LYCRA®, 
Wool/LYCRA®, polypropylene, polypropylene/LYCRA®, 
polypropylene/Wool, polypropylene/Wool/LYCRA®, 
acetate, acetate/nylon, acetate/nylon/LYCRA®, acetate/ 
polyester, acetate/polyester/LYCRA®, acetate/Wool, 
acetate/Wool/LYCRA®, silk, Poly/Lactic/Acid (PLA) from 
DoW/Cargill, Which forms a polyester-like ?ber and is 
derived from the corn plant, and variations in construction of 
the above mentioned textiles including stretch and non 
stretch fabrics, and Woven constructions. 

[0048] In a preferred embodiment, collar portion 14 and 
yoke portion 16 are fabricated from a four-Way stretch fabric 
having a Wicking ?nish, e.g., Style No. 7304 fabric from 
Maiden Mills of LaWrence, Mass. Alternative fabrics from 
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Which collar portion 14 and yoke portion 16 could be 
fabricated include fabrics comprised of the following mate 
rials or combinations of materials: polyester/LYCRA®, 
nylon, nylon/LYCRA®, cotton, cotton/LYCRA®, polyester/ 
nylon, polyester/nylon/LYCRA®, cotton/nylon, cotton/ny 
lon/LYCRA®, polyester/cotton, polyester/cotton/LYCRA®, 
Wool, Wool/nylon, Wool/nylon/LYCRA®, Wool/polyester, 
Wool/polyester/LYCRA®, Wool/LYCRA®, polypropylene, 
polypropylene/LYCRA®, polypropylene/Wool, polypropy 
lene/Wool/LYCRA®, acetate, acetate/nylon, acetate/nylon/ 
LYCRA®, acetate/polyester, acetate/polyester/LYCRA®, 
acetate/Wool, acetate/Wool/LYCRA®, silk, PLA, and varia 
tions in construction of the above mentioned textiles includ 
ing stretch and non-stretch fabrics, and Woven constructions. 

[0049] In a preferred embodiment, loWer sleeve portions 
18 are fabricated from a non-Wicking, hydrophobic fabric 
comprising about 88 percent polypropylene ?bers and about 
12 percent elastane ?bers, e.g., Style No. 3077-22 fabric 
from Deer Creek of Stamford, Conn. Preferred elastane 
?bers are LYCRA® brand stretch ?bers from INVISTA of 
Wilmington, Del. Alternative fabrics from Which loWer 
sleeve portions 18 could be fabricated include fabrics com 
prised of the folloWing materials or combinations of mate 
rials: polyester/LYCRA®, nylon, nylon/LYCRA®, cotton, 
cotton/LYCRA®, polyester/nylon, polyester/nylon/LY 
CRA®, cotton/nylon, cotton/nylon/LYCRA®, polyester/ 
cotton, polyester/cotton/LYCRA®, Wool, Wool/nylon, Wool/ 
nylon/LYCRA®, Wool/polyester, Wool/polyester/LYCRA®, 
Wool/LYCRA®, polypropylene, polypropylene/LYCRA®, 
polypropylene/Wool, polypropylene/Wool/LYCRA®, 
acetate, acetate/nylon, acetate/nylon/LYCRA®, acetate/ 
polyester, acetate/polyester/LYCRA®, acetate/Wool, 
acetate/Wool/LYCRA®, silk, PLA, and variations in con 
struction of the above mentioned textiles including stretch 
and non-stretch fabrics, and Woven constructions, specially 
those treated for a durable and high level of Water-repel 
lancy. Alternative ?bers from Which loWer sleeve portions 
18 could be fabricated include PLA, polyester, nylon and 
natural ?bers treated With Durable Water Repellant from 
Dupont, 3M, Grangers, Mitsubishi Chemical, or another 
manufacturer. Another Water-repellancy product appropriate 
for use in fabricating loWer sleeve portion 18 is REVIVEX® 
Water repellent Which once Was sold by W. L. Gore, and is 
noW manufactured and sold by the McNett Corp. 

[0050] In a preferred embodiment, underarm portions 20 
are fabricated from a knit, anti-microbial fabric that com 
prises polyester ?bers and silver-plated nylon ?bers. A 
preferred fabric for underarm portions 20 is POLARTEC® 
POWDER DRY® brand fabric With X-STATIC® brand 
?ber (Style No. 9011) from Maiden Mills Industries, Inc. of 
LaWrence, Mass. POLARTEC® POWDER DRY® brand 
fabric With X-STATIC® brand ?ber embodies the invention 
disclosed in US. Pat. No. 6,194,332, Which disclosure is 
incorporated herein as if fully set forth. US. Pat. No. 
6,194,332 teaches that preferred embodiments of fabrics that 
could be used for loWer sleeves portions 18 comprise a ?rst, 
inner layer that is hydrophilic that is combined With a 
second, outer layer that is moisture absorbent in a plaited 
construction. The second, outer layer preferably comprises 
?bers that are either embedded With silver or copper sul?de 
or coated With silver or copper sul?de. 

[0051] Alternative fabrics that contain silver from Which 
from Which underarm portions 20 could be fabricated 
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include VISAENDURANCETM brand fabric by Milliken & 
Company of Spartanburg, SC. and fabric fabricated from 
A.M.Y.TM brand yarn from Uni? Inc. of Greensboro, NC. 
Other alternative fabrics from Which underarm portions 20 
could be fabricated comprise other metallic products., e.g., 
copper. Alternatively, the fabric from Which underarm por 
tions 20 is fabricated is treated With IEgis antimicrobial 
fabric ?nish from AEGIS Environmental Management, Inc. 
of Midland, Mich. triclosan (Cl2H7Cl3O2) applied as a fabric 
?nish; or another anti-microbial agent that is knoWn in the 
art. 

[0052] Polymers are the foundation of all synthetic ?bers. 
Fishing shirt 10 is preferably made of 100 percent synthetic 
polymers (e.g., polyester, polypropylene, nylon and 
LYCRA® polymers). The physical properties of these mate 
rials, such as strength, light Weight, quick drying, moisture 
Wicking, etc., are superior to those of natural ?bers. 

[0053] Fiber is the loWest common denominator of all 
fabrics. Fibers are short lengths of ?ber that are either 
naturally occurring (e.g., cotton, Wool), partially synthesiZed 
(e.g., rayon, acetate) or derived from polymers (e.g., nylon, 
polyester, polypropylene). Fibers are chosen for their physi 
cal properties that translate into functional characteristics of 
the ?nished fabric. The primary factors in ?ber selection are 
determined by the end use requirements of the ?nished 
product. Polypropylene is preferably incorporated into ?sh 
ing shirt 10 because of its extremely loW moisture retaining 
property. Color in polypropylene is imparted When the ?ber 
is manufactured. 

[0054] Fibers are spun into yarn via different spinning 
processes such as ring spinning, air jet spinning, open end 
spinning, etc. Filament yarns are made from continuous 
strands of synthetic polymer and can be left in a ?at or hard 
con?guration or can be textured via various processes to 
provide bulk and/or stretch. Fishing shirt 10 preferably 
incorporates a combination of spun and ?lament yarns. 

[0055] Fabrics may be Woven, knitted or non-Woven. 
Woven and knitted fabrics use yarn in various manufactur 
ing processes to form fabric. Non-Woven fabrics use ?ber to 
form fabric, thereby omitting the yarn stage. Knitted fabrics 
are preferably exclusively incorporated into ?shing shirt 10, 
primarily because of their stretchability, softness, drapeabil 
ity, Warmth and breathability. 

[0056] The ?nal stages of fabric preparation are dyeing 
and ?nishing. Dyeing is the step in Which color is imparted 
onto the cloth Where it does not already exist. Finishing is 
the step in Which chemicals and processes are used to impart 
aesthetic and functional attributes to a fabric that are not 
inherently present via the raW materials being used. The 
polyester incorporated into preferred embodiments of ?sh 
ing shirt 10 is preferably dyed using disperse dyes, While the 
polypropylene incorporated into preferred embodiments of 
?shing shirt 10 is preferably dyed at the ?ber formation 
stage. LYCRA® ?ber does not accept dye. The fabric 
preferably used in underarms portions 20 of ?shing shirt 10 
has a proprietary ?nish that inhibits the groWth of odor 
causing bacteria. The fabric preferably used in body portion 
12 and underarms portions 20 of ?shing shirt 10 have a 
special ?nish that makes it hydrophilic (Water-loving). 

[0057] The material preferably used to fabricate in culfs 
18 of ?shing shirt 10 is a knitted fabric made from about 88 
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percent polypropylene ?ber and about 12 percent LYCRA® 
?ber. Polypropylene is an ideal polymer for this application 
and is especially preferred because of its inherently loW 
moisture regain and quick drying properties. LYCRA® ?ber 
Was chosen because of its stretch and recovery characteris 
tics. 

[0058] Additional synthetic polymers that may be incor 
porated into the fabrics of ?shing shirt 10 include PLA 
polyester/LYCRA®, nylon, nylon/LYCRA®, cotton, cotton/ 
LYCRA®, polyester/nylon, polyester/nylon/LYCRA®, cot 
ton/nylon, cotton/nylon/LYCRA®, polyester/cotton, polyes 
ter/cotton/LYCRA®, Wool, Wool/nylon, Wool/nylon/ 
LYCRA®, Wool/polyester, Wool/polyester/LYCRA®, Wool/ 
LYCRA®, polypropylene, polypropylene/LYCRA®, 
polypropylene/Wool, polypropylene/Wool/LYCRA®, 
acetate, acetate/nylon, acetate/nylon/LYCRA®, acetate/ 
polyester, acetate/polyester/LYCRA®, acetate/Wool, 
acetate/Wool/LYCRA®, silk, PLA, and variations in con 
striction of the above mentioned textiles including stretch 
and non-stretch fabrics, and Woven constructions, specially 
those treated for a durable and high level of Water-repel 
lancy, and polyester. Natural ?bers may also be used. While 
these ?bers are not as preferred as polypropylene, they could 
be altered With special ?nishes such as a Durable Water 
Repellant to increase their hydrophobicity. Cotton could be 
?nished in such a Way as to perform in this application 
although the economics, durability and aesthetic values 
Would reduced. 

[0059] LYCRA® is an elastomeric yarn that is preferably 
incorporated into ?shing some of the fabrics used in garment 
10 because of an end-use application requirement that 
garment 10 ?t snugly against the Wrist While at the same 
time expanding When needed to ?t over the hand or around 
the forearm When the sleeves are pulled up. Other yarns may 
be used instead, such as XLA from DoW Chemical Com 
pany, Re?ex from Uni?, or even a standard textured poly 
ester. LYCRA® provides the most stretch and poWer of 
recovery, but other, lesser-performing stretch yarns could 
also be used (or, yarn With no stretch at all). 

[0060] The preferred embodiment of ?shing shirt 10 uses 
a knitted fabric in culfs 18 because knitted fabrics inherently 
provide more stretch than Woven fabrics, non-Woven fabrics 
or any variations thereof. HoWever, fabric structures and/or 
constructions other than knits could be utiliZed if properly 
engineered. 

[0061] The material preferably used in underarm portions 
20 of ?shing shirt 10 is a knitted fabric made from about 100 
percent polyester ?ber and less than 5 percent nylon ?ber. 
The nylon ?ber is preferably X-STATIC® ?ber Which is 
silver plated for microbial control. This ?nish is applied to 
the yarn before knitting. Silver ions from this coating are 
emitted by the fabric and disrupt the reproductive cycle of 
naturally occurring microbes. This in turn prevents the 
groWth of additional microbes, resulting in a signi?cant 
decrease in the amount of body odor caught in the fabric 
While Wearing garment 10. It should be noted that the 
underarm portions of the invention are optional, and the 
invention also covers a garment With the features described 
herein but Without anti-microbial or odor-reducing underarm 
portions. 

[0062] X-STATIC® ?ber is preferred because it is 
believed to be the highest performing ?ber for this particular 
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end use application; hoWever, alternate technologies could 
be utiliZed that Would produce similar results. For example, 
VISAENDURANCETM ?ber contains silver ions delivered 
as a fabric coating to produce the same effect. A.M.Y.TM ?ber 
from Uni? is a polyester ?ber/yam combination that uses 
embedded silver ions and therefore performs similarly. 
Methods employing technologies other than silver ions (or 
other metallic products) are also commercially available. 
For example, AEgis is a fabric ?nish that uses a silicone 
based compound to puncture the cell Walls of bacteria, 
thereby disrupting their reproductive cycle. Triclosan is a 
common chemical that is often added to fabric ?nishes to 
provide antimicrobial functions. 

[0063] A person having ordinary skill in the art Will 
recogniZe that there are many alternate fabric ?nishing 
technologies that could be employed in fabricating portions 
of ?shing shirt 10. One object is to reduce to amount of odor 
being held by and/or emitted by preferred embodiments of 
garment 10. Killing microbes is one Way to reduce odor, and 
the above-mentioned compounds are effective in this regard. 
Another approach is to use a scented fabric to mask the odor. 
Yet another approach is to use a compound similar to 
charcoal (e.g., activated carbon) to absorb odor. Yet another 
approach is to include chemicals that Would actually break 
doWn or neutraliZe the odor itself. 

[0064] While the preferred embodiment of garment 10 
uses knitted fabric in armpit gussets 20, it is possible to use 
other fabric constructions as Well, such as Woven fabrics or 
non-Woven fabrics. Furthermore, nylon or other synthetic 
polymers as Well as natural ?bers such as cotton could be 
substituted for the polyester ?ber. 

[0065] Body portion 12 of garment 10 incorporates knitted 
fabrics because of their ability to ?t close to the body, 
insulate, transport moisture off of the skin, provide unre 
stricted movement (important for ?y ?shing) and dry 
quickly. While knitted fabrics are the most preferred fabrics 
for garment 10, it is possible to construct garment 10 made 
from primarily Woven fabrics or even non-Woven fabrics 
and provide the same bene?ts to the user. An alternative 
embodiment of ?shing shirt 10 made from light, tightly 
Woven fabrics designed to be Worn as outerWear in the 
summer may also have underarm portions that reduce odor 
and have tightly ?tting Water-resistant culfs 18. 

[0066] Shirt 10 is advantageously Worn by a ?y ?sherman. 
Shirt 10 is comfortable to Wear for a number of reasons. 
Body portion 10 is breathable and Wicks the ?y ?sherman’s 
perspiration aWay from his/her torso. Collar portion 14 and 
yoke portion 16 are stretchable in tWo dimensions and Wick 
the ?y ?sherman’s perspiration aWay from his/her shoulders, 
upper arms and neck. LoWer sleeve portions 18 are hydro 
phobic and prevent Water to Which they are exposed from 
Wicking into yoke portion 16. Underarm portions 20 Wick 
the ?y ?sherman’s perspiration aWay from his/her under 
arms and neutraliZe odor-causing bacteria to Which they are 
exposed. 

[0067] From the above, it is apparent that using fabrics 
With different performance characteristics to fabricate dif 
ferent portions of ?shing shirt 10 can produce many bene?ts. 
For example, using a four-Way stretch fabric in yoke portion 
16 (e.g., especially across the shoulders) can provide opti 
mum ?exibility and range of motion. Use of a Wicking ?nish 
for yoke portion 16 and body portion 12 can add to the 
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comfort of the wearer. Use of anti-microbial treated fabric in 
armpit gussets 20 is advantageous for odor control. Use of 
a non-Wicking, quick-drying fabric in loWer sleeve portions 
18 provides for improved comfort because loWer sleeves 
portions 18 can be dipped in Water (to release a ?sh) and they 
Will not Wick Water up into the upper sleeves as background 
art shirts Will. 

[0068] Many variations of the invention Will occur to 
those skilled in the art. Some variations include garment 
portions (e.g., underarm portions and/or loWer sleeve por 
tions) that cover limited areas of the garment. Other varia 
tions call for garment portions that cover larger areas of the 
garment than are illustrated herein. All such variations are 
intended to be Within the scope and spirit of the invention. 

[0069] Although some embodiments are shoWn to include 
certain features, the applicants speci?cally contemplate that 
any feature disclosed herein may be used together or in 
combination With any other feature on any embodiment of 
the invention. It is also contemplated that any feature may be 
speci?cally excluded from any embodiment of an invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A ?shing shirt comprising: 

a body portion, said body portion being fabricated from a 
breathable, knitted fabric comprising polyester ?bers 
and having a Wicking ?nish; 

a collar portion and a yoke portion, said collar portion and 
said yoke portion being fabricated from a four-Way 
stretch fabric having a Wicking ?nish; and 

a pair of loWer sleeve portions, each of said loWer sleeve 
portions being fabricated from a non-Wicking, quick 
drying hydrophobic fabric comprising about 88 percent 
polypropylene ?bers and about 12 percent elastane 
?bers. 

2. A garment comprising: 

a body portion, said body portion being fabricated from a 
breathable fabric having a Wicking ?nish; 

a yoke portion, said yoke portion being fabricated from a 
four-Way stretch fabric having a Wicking ?nish; and 

a pair of loWer sleeve portions, each of said loWer sleeve 
portions being fabricated from a non-Wicking, hydro 
phobic fabric. 
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3. The garment of claim 2 Wherein each of said fabrics is 
a knitted fabric or a Woven fabric. 

4. The garment of claim 3 Wherein said breathable fabric 
comprises polyester ?bers. 

5. The garment of claim 3 Wherein said non-Wicking, 
hydrophobic fabric comprises polypropylene ?bers and elas 
tane ?bers. 

6. A shirt for a ?sherman, said shirt comprising: 

means for covering the torso of the ?sherman, said means 
for covering the torso of the ?sherman being breathable 
and Wicking the ?sherman’s perspiration aWay from his 
torso; 

means for covering the shoulders, upper arms and a 
portion of the neck of the ?sherman, said means for 
covering the shoulders, upper arms and a portion of the 
neck of the ?sherman being stretchable in tWo dimen 
sions and Wicking the ?sherman’s perspiration aWay 
from his shoulders upper aims and the portion of his 
neck; and 

means for covering the loWer aims of the ?sherman, said 
means for covering the loWer arms of the ?sherman 
being hydrophobic and preventing Water to Which it is 
exposed from Wicking into said means for covering the 
shoulders, upper arms and a portion of the neck of the 
?sherman. 

7. The shirt of claim 6 Wherein said means for covering 
the torso of the ?sherman comprises a breathable, knitted 
fabric comprising polyester ?bers and having a Wicking 
?nish. 

8. The shirt of claim 6 Wherein said means for covering 
the shoulders, upper arms and a portion of the neck of the 
?sherman comprises a four-Way stretch fabric having a 
Wicking ?nish. 

9. A garment comprising: 

a body portion, said body portion being fabricated from a 
breathable fabric; 

a yoke portion, said yoke portion being fabricated from a 
stretch fabric; and 

a pair of loWer sleeve portions, each of said loWer sleeve 
portions being fabricated from a hydrophobic fabric, 

Wherein each of said fabrics is a knitted fabric. 

* * * * * 


