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(57) ABSTRACT 

Techniques are provided for broadcasting history or coarse 
representations or both of stroke media and other media. 
Levels are created for media, and the levels are periodically 
broadcast. The levels segment the media and alloW the 
media to be examined With details that range from coarse to 
?ne or examined With varying importance or both. The 
periodic broadcast of the levels provides history of the 
media. In particular, for stroke data, levels of detail are 
determined through a certain method. Each level of detail is 
periodically broadcast The levels of detail may be shoWn by 
themselves or combined at a receiver to create segmented 
vieWs of the stroke data. A user can select a coarse vieW of 
the stroke data to quickly see the stroke history. Additionally, 
techniques are provided for quickly and repeatedly access 
ing data elements in already existing data structures Gener 
ally, a description is created that describes data elements in 
a preexisting data structure One or more links are created, 
from the description, Which alloW a user to directly access 
particular data elements for the preexisting data structure. 
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<!-- ############################################## ~-> 
<!-- Definition of SceneGraphMask D --> 

< ! #################=############################# - -> 

<complexType name="SceneGraphMaskType"> 
<complexContent> 

<extension base="mpeg7:DType"> 
<sequence> 

<element name="SubGraph" ="uriReference" 
minOccur's="1" maxOccurs="unbouncled"/> 

<lsequence> 
<lextension> 

<lcomplexContent> 
<lccimplexType> 

FIG. 11 
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<SceneGraphMask> 
<SubGraph> h?pj/WWW" .‘ H/N0deld1 </SubGraph> 
<SubGraph> http://Www‘. ...U./N0deId1O </SubGr'aph> 

</SceneGraphMask> 
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PERIODIC BROADCAST AND LOCATION OF 
EVOLVING MEDIA CONTENT WITH 

APPLICATION TO SEMINAR AND STROKE 
MEDIA 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a divisional of US. patent 
application Ser. No. 09/881,323, ?led on Jun. 14, 2001 
incorporated by reference herein. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to multimedia and, 
more particularly, relates to the periodic broadcast location 
of evolving media content With application to seminar and 
stroke media. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Most media today is either static or temporal. Static 
media does not change With playing or vieWing time, and is 
exempli?ed by images, three-dimensional objects and text. 
Unlike static media, temporal media changes With playing or 
vieWing time. Examples of temporal media are audio, video 
and three-dimensional animation. One problem With static 
and temporal media is that there is no history. For example, 
if a person comes late to a meeting, the person Will have no 
Way to determine What previously occurred in the meeting. 
Similarly, in a seminar Where slides are used, a person Who 
arrives late to the seminar cannot determine What slides have 
been seen. While it is possible, if the meeting or seminar has 
been electronically saved, for the person to revieW the 
missed portions at some other time, there is no Way for a 
person to quickly catch up on What Was missed. Thus, no 
history and no coarse representation of the meeting are 
available 

[0004] One area Where this has particular relevance is in 
the area of Whiteboard collaboration. Recently, Whiteboard 
collaboration has been speci?ed as a standard collaboration 
application, and there are commercial products that have 
been Widely installed in personal computers and that have 
been implemented as part of collaborative infrastructures. 
With the latest advance of the electronic pen and Whiteboard 
technologies, more human-friendly Whiteboard input 
devices have become available for capturing Whiteboard 
strokes Instead of traditional and aWkWard mouse draWing, 
these technologies provide freehand Writing directly on 
physical Whiteboards or pads. As such, they dramatically 
enhance the importance of the Whiteboard in a collaborative 
infrastructure. In a traditional Whiteboard collaboration ses 
sion, strokes generated by mouse draWing events are mainly 
used for annotations on existing draWings. The amount of 
stroke data generated is therefore rather small With the neW 
“friendly” stroke input devices, it is expected that the strokes 
Will not only be used for annotations, but also as the main 
input to generate draWings. Therefore, the amount of stroke 
data of a Whiteboard collaboration session is increasing 
dramatically. 
[0005] It is Well knoWn that information redundancy exists 
in the stroke data. Stroke data, thus, has the characteristics 
of large amounts of data and ?le siZe, dynamic changes of 
content over time, and information redundancy. These char 
acteristics make stroke data similar to continuous media 
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streams such as audio and video, Which exhibit similar 
characteristics Stroke data, like these other continuous 
media streams, does not contain history and cannot be 
quickly revieWed. 

[0006] There have been many studies concerning reducing 
the number of points required to represent a stroke line. 
HoWever, these studies Were mainly designed to preserve the 
features of a line for cartography or handWriting recognition 
applications. There Were additional efforts in the design of 
true type fonts to make use of spline curves to compress the 
number of points used to display characters. This is 
explained in more detail in “True type 1.0 font ?les,” a 
Microsoft technical speci?cation, revision 1.66, 1995, and in 
“The compact font format speci?cation,” Version 1.0, 
Adobe, 1998, the disclosures of Which are incorporated 
herein by reference Therefore, While stroke data can be 
compressed, there is still no Way to determine any type of 
history of the stroke data. There is also no Way for a person 
to vieW only a coarse representation of the stroke data. 
Instead, the entire stroke data must be vieWed. 

[0007] Another problem occurs because of the Way media 
is stored. Generally, media is stored in some type of data 
structure. For instance, digital video is usually stored in a 
hierarchical data structure, also knoWn as a scene graph. In 
this format, data elements are stored in nodes, and a hier 
archical data structure is similar to a tree in the sense that it 
starts at a “root” node and continues onWard until it ends at 
“leaf” nodes Hierarchical data structures are very good for 
video, because video is normally transmitted by transmitting 
each frame, starting at the ?rst frame and ending at the last 
frame 

[0008] HoWever, if a user Wishes to access this frame 
sequence out of order, then a hierarchical data structure is 
less advantageous because it is not really designed for this 
purpose. Moreover, there is no “guide” or “map” that 
describes What the data in the hierarchical data structure is, 
Where it is, and hoW it is stored. There is no simple Way to 
access one node of a large hierarchical data structure, 
Without starting at the root node and traversing the graph 
until the required data is retrieved. 

[0009] There are other Ways to store video and other 
media HoWever, these methods have similar problems in 
that there is currently no techniques for quickly and repeat 
edly accessing data elements in a currently existing data 
structure. 

[0010] Consequently, techniques are needed for determin 
ing and transmitting history or coarse representations or both 
of stroke media and other media, and techniques are needed 
to be able to quickly and repeatedly access data elements in 
these media. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] The present invention provides techniques for 
broadcasting history or coarse representations or both of 
stroke media and other media. In general, levels are created 
for media, and the levels are periodically broadcast. The 
levels segment the media and alloW the media to be exam 
ined With details that range from coarse to ?ne or examined 
With varying importance or both. The periodic broadcast of 
the levels provides history of the media to any user Who 
Wishes to vieW the history. 
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[0012] In particular, for stroke data, levels of detail are 
determined through a certain method Each level of detail is 
periodically broadcast The levels of detail may be shoWn by 
themselves or combined at a receiver to create segmented 
vieWs of the stroke data. A user can select a coarse vieW of 
the stroke data to quickly see the stroke history. 

[0013] Additionally, embodiments of the present inven 
tion provide techniques for quickly and repeatedly accessing 
data elements in already existing data structures. Generally, 
a description is created that describes data elements in a 
preexisting data structure One or more links are created, 
from the description, Which alloW a user to directly access 
particular data elements for the preexisting data structure. 

[0014] A more complete understanding of the present 
invention, as Well as further features and advantages of the 
present invention, Will be obtained by reference to the 
folloWing detailed description and draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0015] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a system for trans 
mitting and receiving level of detail information for media, 
in accordance With one embodiment of the present inven 
tion; 
[0016] FIGS. 2 and 3 are illustrations of possible level of 
detail creation for media content, in accordance With tWo 
embodiments of the present invention; 

[0017] FIG. 4 is an illustration of a possible level of 
importance creation for media content, in accordance With 
one embodiment of the present invention; 

[0018] FIG. 5 is a block diagram ofa transmission system 
for broadcasting level of detail for stroke media, in accor 
dance With one embodiment of the present invention; 

[0019] FIG. 6 is a stroke used to illustrate a method to 
determine levels of detail for stroke data, in accordance With 
one embodiment of the present invention; 

[0020] FIG. 7 shoWs an original stroke and three seg 
ments, each comprising at least one level of detail, in 
accordance With one embodiment of the present invention; 

[0021] FIGS. 8 and 9 are tables used to illustrate examples 
of tWo possible broadcasting methods in accordance With 
tWo embodiments of the present invention; 

[0022] FIG. 10 is a diagram of a graph data structure, in 
accordance With one embodiment of the present invention; 

[0023] FIG. 11 is a de?nition for a graph mask that 
describes the graph data structure of FIG. 10, in accordance 
With one embodiment of the present invention; 

[0024] FIG. 12 is a de?nition that contains links to data 
elements in the graph data structure of FIG. 10, in accor 
dance With one embodiment of the present invention; 

[0025] FIG. 13 is a diagram of a serial data structure, in 
accordance With one embodiment of the present invention; 

[0026] FIG. 14 is a de?nition for a serial mask that 
describes the serial data structure of FIG. 13, in accordance 
With one embodiment of the present invention; 

[0027] FIG. 15 is a de?nition that contains links to data 
elements in the serial data structure of FIG. 13, in accor 
dance With one embodiment of the present invention; 
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[0028] FIG. 16 is a diagram of an ordered group data 
structure, in accordance With one embodiment of the present 
invention; 
[0029] FIG. 17 is a de?nition for an ordered group mask 
that describes the ordered group data structure of FIG. 16, in 
accordance With one embodiment of the present invention; 

[0030] FIG. 18 is a de?nition that contains links to data 
elements in the ordered group data structure of FIG. 16, in 
accordance With one embodiment of the present invention; 
and 

[0031] FIG. 19 is a block diagram of an exemplary com 
puter system suitable for carrying out embodiments of the 
present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0032] Embodiments of the present invention create levels 
from evolving media. Evolving media is media that com 
prise history or comprise coarse vieWs of the media. One 
Way to determine coarse vieWs of media is to determine 
levels of detail or levels of importance in the media. Levels 
of detail provide a user With mechanisms to vieW coarse or 
?ne detail of the media. For instance, a coarse level of detail 
for a video can contain the frames of video that shoW large 
scene changes A user could select a coarse level of detail to 
vieW a synopsis of What happened during a certain portion 
of the movie. Levels of importance are similar to levels of 
detail. Instead of being based on the amount of detail, 
hoWever, levels of importance are based on signi?cance. For 
instance, in seminar media, Which is generally made of a 
series of slides in a presentation, a detailed slide may be 
considered less signi?cant than another, less detailed slide. 
The more important slide Will be part of a higher level of 
importance Similarly for video, the most important scenes of 
a video, Which contain the most signi?cant information 
useful for a vieWer to understand the video, Will be con 
tained in a higher level of importance 

[0033] A vieW of multiple levels of detail or importance 
can contain all of the original detail in the media or contain 
enough of the detail to be very similar to the original media. 
Generally, the amount of data that represents each level of 
detail Will monotonically increase because of the increasing 
detail. LoWer levels of detail usually contain less data than 
do higher levels of detail For levels of importance, the 
highest level of importance generally contains less data than 
does the loWest level of importance. 

[0034] Periodically broadcasting the levels of detail or 
importance provides the history to any user Who desires it. 
This can be bene?cial, for example, if a user enters a 
meeting late and Would like to see an overvieW of What 
transpired in the meeting. It is helpful to determine particular 
bandWidths for each level of detail or importance, such that 
certain latency requirements are met. This ensures that 
remote users can vieW coarse or ?ne levels of detail Within 

predetermined periods or certain levels of importance Within 
these periods. It should be noted that even ?ne levels of 
detail are “coarse” in the sense that they contain less 
information than does the original media. 

[0035] To be able to repeatedly and quickly access a 
preexisting data structure, techniques are provided that 
describe the preexisting data structure and that use links, 
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based on the description, to directly access data elements in 
the data structure. For instance, stroke points that are part of 
stroke data may be easily, quickly, and repeatedly accessed 
using these techniques. 

[0036] The present invention Will ?rst be discussed in the 
context of the periodic broadcasting of evolving media 
content. Then, the techniques for accessing preexisting data 
structures, Which alloWs data elements in the evolving media 
content to be quickly accessed, Will be discussed 

[0037] Referring noW to FIG. 1, this ?gure shoWs a system 
100 for determining, broadcasting, receiving and displaying 
evolving media content System 100 comprises a transmis 
sion section 105, a netWork 150, and a reception section 170. 
Transmission section 105 comprises media 110, a media 
capture device 120, a level determination method 130, and 
a level of detail broadcasting method 140. Reception section 
170 comprises a level receiving and reconstruction method 
155 and a display 158. 

[0038] Media 110 is any type of information that can be 
subsequently captured by a computer system. Media capture 
device 120 captures the media 110 in a form that can be 
operated on by a computer system. Generally this form Will 
be a digital signal, but it is possible for computers to Work 
With analog signals. Media capture device 120 converts the 
media 110 into electronic media signal 125. Electronic 
media signal 125 is any data from Which levels may be 
created. For instance, if media 110 is a motion picture, media 
capture device 120 is a device that digitiZes the motion 
picture 110 into pixels and assembles the pixels into frames. 
The frames are then processed into electronic media signal 
125, from Which levels may be created This is discussed in 
more detail beloW. If media 110 are strokes on a Whiteboard, 
the strokes are converted by an ink capture device 120 into 
stroke data 125. Levels may be created from stroke data 125 
through methods discussed beloW. 

[0039] Level determination method 130 accepts the elec 
tronic media signal 125 and creates level information 135. 
Level information 135 comprises a number of levels. Each 
level contains an amount of information that is less than the 
amount of information in electronic media signal 125. For 
example, With stroke media, electronic media signal 125 Will 
contain a number of points and other information to connect 
the points. Level information 135 Will contain a number of 
levels of detail for this stroke data. Each level of detail Will 
contain feWer points and yet permit a rendering of an 
original stroke, and this rendering can vary from crude to 
?ne depending on the levels of detail being examined As 
another example, media 110 could be seminar media, such 
as a slides of a presentation Media capture device 120 
digitally captures each slide to create electronic media signal 
125 Electronic media signal 125 is a representation of each 
slide, and signal 125 could be an image, such as a Graphics 
Interchange Format (GIF) image, for each slide or the actual 
?le information used to display a slide. Level determination 
130 then decides the importance of each slide and level 
information 135 contains levels of importance Each level of 
importance contains one or more slides. 

[0040] Generally, levels of detail contain monotonically 
increasing amounts of data as the detail increases In other 
Words, coarse levels of detail generally contain less data than 
do ?ne levels of detail. For levels of importance, more 
signi?cant levels of importance generally contain less data 
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than do less signi?cant levels of importance Each level of 
detail or importance Will usually not contain data contained 
in another level of detail or importance For instance, Level 
0 is the loWest level of detail, and Level 1 Would not contain 
data that exists in Level 0. Creating the levels of detail and 
importance in this Way saves bandWidth. Alternatively, a 
?ner level could include all points from one or more 
previous levels For example, Level 3 could contain data 
from levels Level 2, Level 1 and Level 0 

[0041] Level broadcasting method 140 assigns bandWidth 
to each level and periodically transmits each level to create 
interleaved levels 145. Interleaving the levels is described in 
more detail beloW Periodic broadcasting of all the levels 
alloWs users to vieW the history for electronic media signal 
125 at any time. Moreover, because there are multiple levels, 
the user can choose What level or levels to vieW. In general, 
Level 0 (L0 in FIG. 1) Will contain the smallest amount of 
data, as it Will contain the least detail or most important 
material; Level 1 (L1 in FIG. 1) Will contain more data than 
Level 0; Level 2 (L2 in FIG. 1) Will contain more data than 
Level 1; and Level 3 (L3 in FIG. 1) Will contain the most 
data, as it Will contain the most detail or the least important 
material Level broadcasting method 140 could broadcast all 
L0 data, folloWed by L1 data, then by L2 data, and ?nally 
by L3 data. HoWever, for large media types, this type of 
broadcasting scheme means that the Level 0 data, generally 
the coarsest representation of media 110, Will be broadcast 
infrequently. This means that a user could Wait a long time 
before being able to vieW Level 0, Which can be undesirable 

[0042] Consequently, the level broadcasting method 140 is 
generally assigned a minimum latency during Which a level 
should be broadcast. For example, Level 0 is broadcast 
every period 148. Period 148 should meet or be smaller than 
the minimum latency speci?ed for this level. Level 3 Will be 
assigned a minimum latency, Which Will usually be signi? 
cantly longer than the latency assigned to Level 0 Period 149 
illustrates the period during Which Level 3 is broadcast, and 
period 149 should meet or be smaller than the latency 
required for Level 3. Because of the data amounts associated 
With the various levels, Level 0 Will generally be broadcast 
in one period (such as period 148), While higher levels Will 
be broadcast over many such periods. 

[0043] This means that, after the interleaved levels 145 
pass through netWork 150, level receiving and reconstruc 
tion method 155 Will reconstruct the various levels for 
display 158. Method 155 also alloWs the various levels to be 
displayed in accordance With the Wishes of a user. For 
instance, FIG. 1 shoWs four possible scenarios from Which 
a user can choose: segment 160, Which comprises L0; 
segment 163, Which comprises levels L0 and L1; segment 
165, Which comprises levels L0, L1 and L2; and segment 
167, Which comprises all levels L0, L1, L2 and L3 Thus, a 
user can choose a very coarse representation, as Would be 
shoWn by segment 160, of media 110 This is a selection that 
provides the user With a good overvieW of the history of 
media 110. Alternatively, the user can select more detailed 
representations of media 110, up to and including very 
detailed representations of the media 110. 

[0044] It should be noted that, While a user could select a 
particular set of levels to vieW, some or all of the levels may 
not be available at the precise time that the user selects the 
levels For instance, a user may select levels L0 and L1 to 




















