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(57) ABSTRACT 

A beverage tray holder for holding disposable moulded pulp 
beverage trays and for use in automobiles comprises a base 
and a tray-holding member. A spill guard may optionally be 
included. The tray-holding member is adapted to securely 
hold a disposable beverage tray for holding four or more 
beverages, and comprises a bottom surface for holding the 
beverage tray and a continuous side Wall for supporting the 
side surface of the beverage tray. 
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AUTOMOTIVE BEVERAGE TRAY HOLDER 

RELATED APPLICATION 

[0001] The present application claims priority to Canadian 
Application No. 2,530,091 ?led Dec. 14, 2005, Which is 
incorporated herein in its entirety by reference. 

[0002] The invention relates to the ?eld of beverage tray 
holders for use in automobiles. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] When tWo or more beverages are purchased at a 
take-out restaurant or co?ee shop, a disposable moulded 
pulp tray holding up to four beverages is often provided. 
Often the tray is placed in an automobile for consumption of 
the beverages While driving or for transportation of the 
beverages to another location. The tray may be placed on a 
seat or on the ?oor of the automobile, but since the tray is 
mainly intended to facilitate carrying the beverages, and is 
not designed to be particularly stable When placed on an 
uneven surface such as an automobile seat, the beverages 
may spill if the automobile comes to an abrupt stop or turns 
a comer. In addition, the bottom surface of the tray may slide 
on certain surfaces, increasing the likelihood of spillage. The 
tray is often made from ?imsy paper material that Will 
disintegrate When Wet. Thus, if the tray is accidentally 
exposed to moisture, either by spillage of the beverage, rain 
or snoW, or Water on the ?oor of the car, it Will lose strength. 

[0004] The prior art discloses various cup holders for 
holding tWo or more beverage containers. 

[0005] US. Pat. No. 4,718,555 to Amberg discloses a 
carrying tray for holding cups or beverage containers. It is 
adapted to hold ?at-bottomed or so-called “chime”-bot 
tomed containers, but not to hold a tray of the sort described 
above. The Amberg carrying tray may be unstable When 
placed in an automobile. 

[0006] US. Pat. No. 5,713,619 to DuBois discloses a 
beverage cup carrier With multiple pockets for containing 
beverage cups, the pockets being interconnected With Web 
bing to strengthen the cup carrier. The carrier is adapted to 
hold individual cups rather than an entire tray. The DuBois 
carrier may be unstable When placed in an automobile. 

[0007] What is needed, therefore, is a beverage tray holder 
for use in an automobile that Will hold common beverage 
trays described above in a stable manner Without risk of 
tipping or sliding, and that is easily and conveniently mov 
able Within the automobile. Further, a beverage tray holder 
that can Withstand moisture is also needed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] An object of the present invention is to provide a 
beverage tray holder for use in an automobile that provides 
a stable platform for a beverage tray so that the tray does not 
tip or slide When the automobile is in motion. 

[0009] A further object of the present invention is to 
provide a beverage tray holder that is easily and conve 
niently movable. 

[0010] A further object of the present invention is to 
provide a beverage tray holder that Will remain strong even 
When Wet. 
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[0011] The beverage tray holder comprises a base, a 
tray-holding member and a spill guard. The base has a 
contoured bottom surface that prevents slipping of the 
beverage tray holder along the surface it is resting on. The 
tray-holding member is shaped to accommodate a dispos 
able moulded pulp beverage tray such as one designed to 
hold four beverage containers. A spill guard surrounds the 
tray-holding member to collect small amounts of spilled 
liquid that may escape from the beverage containers. 

[0012] The beverage tray holder is su?iciently light to 
alloW for portability, but also heavy enough so that it does 
not tip or slide. The beverage tray holder is su?iciently rigid 
to hold a full beverage tray Without bending or folding. The 
beverage tray holder is made from a material that does not 
disintegrate When Wet. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0013] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of the beverage tray 
holder. 

[0014] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of an the underside of 
the tray holder of FIG. 1. 

[0015] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of a second embodi 
ment of the beverage tray holder, formed in an automobile 
?oor mat. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0016] Referring noW to the draWings, FIGS. 1 and 2 shoW 
top and bottom vieWs of the tray holder of the present 
invention. The tray holder 1 is molded in one piece, pref 
erably from a Water and stain-resistant material. The tray 
holder is preferably made from a ?exible and resilient 
material such as rubber or vinyl. The selection of an appro 
priate material that is ?exible, Waterproof and stain-resistant 
Will be a matter of choice to one skilled in the art. 

[0017] The tray holder of the present invention includes a 
central compartment 2 dimensioned and con?gured to 
receive a molded pulp beverage tray. Compartment 2 
includes four individual Wells 3 dimensioned to accommo 
date the four cup-holding compartments of a beverage tray. 
Each of the Wells is provided With three ?exible pads 4, 
aligned With the cut-outs of a tray that ?ex inWardly to hold 
a cup in place. It Will be understood that it is Within the scope 
of the present invention to provide a different number, or 
con?guration, of ?exible pads 4, to accommodate any bev 
erage tray being marketed. Moreover, it Will be understood 
that since the pads 4 are ?exible, even if they do not align 
With cutouts on a tray (because of tray design) they Will still 
?ex inWardly to grip the tray. 

[0018] Each pad 4 is formed as a thin-Walled convex 
(When vieWed from above) bulge in the Wall of a Well 3. A 
small slip 5 is preferably provided at the base of each pad, 
to permit it to ?ex easily. 

[0019] Each Well 3 is deep enough to accommodate an 
individual cup-holding compartment of a beverage tray, and 
prevent it from slipping. The central area of the central 
compartment is recessed to accommodate the recessed cen 
tral portion common in beverage trays. It Will be understood, 
hoWever, that the central portion may be raised or recessed, 
as a matter of design choice, if a tray Without a centrally 
recessed portion is to be accommodated. 
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[0020] The central compartment of the tray includes a 
substantially ?at upper surface. Along each edge of the 
upper surface is formed a groove or notch 8 to accommodate 
the ?ngers of a person, and thereby simplify the act of 
removing a beverage tray from the tray holder. 

[0021] The entire central compartment is surrounded by a 
spill-containing Well molded into the tray holder. OutWard 
of the spill-containing Well is formed a base or skirt that goes 
around the entire beverage tray holder. 

[0022] As can be seen from FIG. 2, the base is provided 
With ribs 11 around its entire perimeter to give it structural 
strength, and to assist in grip. In this regard, the loWer 
surface of the Wells 3 and optionally on the other loWer 
surfaces are also provided With short protrusions 12, also for 
grip. When the tray holder is placed on a surface, then, such 
as the ?oor of a vehicle or the upholstered cargo area of an 
SUV, it Will grip the surface, and not slide around. A tray 
loaded With cups of coffee or another beverage Will be ?rmly 
gripped in the Wells 3 by pads 4, and if any liquid Were to 
spill from a cup, it Would be caught in the spill Well 9. 

[0023] Referring to FIG. 3, it Will be seen that the tray 
holder may, for instance, be molded into a rubber or vinyl 
?oor mat 13. 

I claim: 
1. A beverage tray holder for holding a disposable moul 

ded pulp beverage tray having a bottom surface and at least 
one side surface, for use in an automobile, comprising: 

a tray-holding member; and 

a base. 

Jan. 17, 2008 

2. A beverage tray holder as claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising a spill guard. 

3. A beverage tray holder as claimed in claim 1, Wherein 
the tray-holding member comprises a bottom surface for 
supporting the bottom surface of the beverage tray and a 
continuous side Wall for supporting and surrounding at least 
a portion of the at least one side surface of the beverage tray. 

4. A beverage tray holder as claimed in claim 3, Wherein 
the continuous side Wall supports and surrounds a loWer 
portion of the at least one side surface of the beverage tray. 

5. A beverage tray holder as claimed in claim 4, Wherein 
the beverage tray holder holds a beverage tray for up to four 
beverage containers in a square formation. 

6. A beverage tray holder as claimed in claim 3, Wherein 
the base has a bottom surface that is contoured to provide 
grip betWeen the base and a surface on Which the beverage 
tray holder is resting. 

7. A beverage tray holder as claimed in claim 3, con 
structed from a relatively hard material. 

8. A beverage tray holder as claimed in claim 3, con 
structed from a relatively dense material. 

9. A beverage tray holder as claimed in claim 3, further 
comprising dividers that separate the tray-holding member 
into at least tWo portions, said dividers supporting and 
surrounding at least a portion of the at least one side surface 
of the beverage tray. 

10. A beverage tray holder as claimed in claim 3, further 
comprising an automotive ?oor mat, the automotive ?oor 
mat extending outWardly from and in the same plane as the 
beverage tray holder base. 

* * * * * 


