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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method, computer program product and system for facili 
tating inter-digital signal processing (DSP) data communi 
cations. A direct memory access (DMA) controller may be 
con?gured to facilitate transfers of data between a ?rst and 
a second DSP processor core coupled to the DMA controller. 
The DMA controller may read a data structure, referred to as 
a “buifer descriptor block,” to perform the data transfer. The 
buifer descriptor block may store both a source address and 
a destination address indicating Where the data is to be 
retrieved and stored. The buifer descriptor block may further 
store a value, e.g., number of bytes, indicating a siZe of the 
data to be transferred. The DMA controller may then transfer 
the data located at the source address in the ?rst DSP 
processor core, With a siZe, e.g., number of bytes, indicated 
from the buifer descriptor block, to the destination address 
in the second DSP processor core. 
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FACILITATING INTER-DSP DATA 
COMMUNICATIONS 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0001] The present invention relates to the ?eld of digital 
signal processing (DSP), and more particularly to facilitat 
ing inter-DSP data communications betWeen softWare tasks 
located in separate DSP processor cores in a DSP complex. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

[0002] Digital signal processing (DSP) may refer to a 
category of techniques that analyZes signals from sources 
such as sound, Weather satellites and earthquake monitors. 
These signals are converted into digital data and analyZed 
using various algorithms such as the fast fourier transform. 
Once a signal has been reduced to numbers, its components 
can be isolated, analyZed and rearranged more easily than in 
analog form. DSP is used in many ?elds, including biomedi 
cine, sonar, radar, seismology, speech and music processing, 
imaging and communications. 

[0003] One technology that uses DSP is a digital sub 
scriber line (DSL). DSL is a technology that increases the 
digital capacity of ordinary telephone lines (the local loops) 
into the home or of?ce. DSL speeds are tied to the distance 
betWeen the customer and the telco central of?ce. At the 
telco central of?ce, DSL traf?c is aggregated in a unit called 
the DSLAccess Multiplexer (DSLAM) and forWarded to the 
appropriate Internet service provider (ISP) or data netWork. 

[0004] In such DSP systems, a single DSP processor core 
may not have enough processing poWer to handle the 
number of necessary calculations to be made. Hence, such 
systems may implement dedicated hard-Wired functions. 
HoWever, these hard-Wired functions require a longer devel 
opment time and are often not ?exible enough to make 
changes to accommodate evolving international standards. 
Consequently, there may be a desire in such a system 
architecture to implement multiple DSP processor cores 
instead of a single DSP processor core. 

[0005] Each DSP processor core may be con?gured to 
perform operations on real-time and/or asynchronous 
streamed data. The data may include softWare “tasks” to be 
performed by the DSP processor core. A task may refer to 
operations to be performed by a designated DSP processor 
core. An example of a task may be to perform layer 2 error 
correction or perform the fast fourier transform on an 
incoming digital signal. 
[0006] An architecture and technique has been developed 
that alloWs tasks to communicate With other tasks Within a 
single DSP processor core. Each task may communicate 
With another task such as acquiring information from that 
task in order to perform its operation. In such an architec 
ture, each task may have a data structure associated With it, 
referred to as an inter task control block, used to store status 
and control information. Each inter task control block may 
be capable of transmitting its status and control information 
to another inter task control block thereby alloWing each 
task the ability to communicate its status and control infor 
mation to another task. Further, in such an architecture, data 
necessary to perform an operation may be transmitted from 
one task to another task by a stream connector. Additional 
details regarding this architecture are disclosed in US. Pat. 

Jan. 10, 2008 

No. 5,625,845, entitled “System for Facilitating Continuous, 
Real-Time, Unidirectional, and Asynchronous Intertask and 
End-Device Communication in a Multimedia Data Process 
ing System Using Open Architecture Data Communication 
Modules,” Which is hereby incorporated herein by reference 
in its entirety. 

[0007] HoWever, this architecture is limited to tasks com 
municating With another task in a single DSP processor core. 
By limiting such communication to a single DSP processor 
core, DSP systems may be forced to implement a single DSP 
processor core instead of implementing multiple DSP pro 
cessor cores. By limiting a system to implementing a single 
DSP processor core, the system may not have enough 
processing poWer to handle the number of necessary calcu 
lations to be made. 

[0008] Therefore, there is a need in the art to facilitate 
inter-DSP data communications betWeen softWare tasks 
located in separate DSP processor cores in a DSP complex. 

SUMMARY 

[0009] The problems outlined above may at least in part be 
solved in some embodiments by a buffer descriptor block 
associated With each data transfer betWeen a ?rst DSP 
processor core and a second DSP processor core. A direct 
memory access controller coupled to both the ?rst and 
second DSP processor core may be con?gured to read the 
buffer descriptor block in order to perform the data transfer. 
The buffer descriptor block may be con?gured to store both 
a source address and a destination address Where the source 
address indicates Where data is to be retrieved from in the 
local memory of the ?rst DSP processor core and the 
destination address indicates Where data is to be stored in the 
local memory of the second DSP processor core. The buffer 
descriptor block may further be con?gured to store a value 
(“Count”), e. g., number of bytes, indicating a siZe of the data 
to be transferred. The direct memory access controller may 
then transfer data located at the source address in the ?rst 
DSP processor core, With a siZe, e.g., number of bytes, 
indicated from the count value, to the destination address in 
the second DSP processor core using the information 
obtained from the buffer descriptor block. 

[0010] In one embodiment of the present invention, a 
method for facilitating inter-digital signal processing (DSP 
)data communication may comprise the step of reading a 
?rst data structure associated With a block of local memory 
in a ?rst DSP processor core in a complex comprising a 
plurality of DSP processor cores. The ?rst data structure may 
comprise a ?rst source address indicating a ?rst address of 
Where data is stored in the local memory of the ?rst DSP 
processor core. The ?rst data structure may further comprise 
an indication of a siZe of a block of memory. The ?rst data 
structure may further comprise a ?rst destination address 
indicating a second address of Where data is to be stored in 
a local memory of a second DSP processor core. The method 
may further comprise initiating a transfer of moving data the 
siZe of the block of memory located in the ?rst source 
address in the local memory of the ?rst DSP processor core 
to the ?rst destination address in the local memory of the 
second DSP processor core. 

[0011] The foregoing has outlined rather generally the 
features and technical advantages of one or more embodi 
ments of the present invention in order that the detailed 




























