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SMART PAGE PHOTO SIZING, COMPOSING AND 
CROPPING TOOL 

[0001] This application claims priority to Provisional 
Application Ser. No. 60/817,357 ?led on Jun. 30, 2006, the 
contents of Which are incorporated herein in their entirety. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention generally relates to the man 
agement of photos and other images. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] The Internet today includes millions of Web sites 
hosted on servers around the World. Each Website consists of 
various pages, related or not, that are linked together in 
various manners to other pages Within the same site or to 

other sites. Websites are created for distributing information, 
advertising, selling or buying goods and services, and 
expressing ones’ creative nature. 

[0004] Websites include a variety of pages so as to 
improve communication With the vieWer. Websites com 
monly include pages containing graphic displays for attract 
ing the vieWer’s attention, simple text pages for quick and 
effective communication of information, ecommerce pages 
for the selling of goods and services, Web forms and a 
variety of other pages. Photos and other images are com 
monly included Within a Website not only to attract the 
viewers’ attention, but as an effective Way in Which to 
communicate With vieWers. Moreover, individuals and busi 
nesses are increasingly turning to the use of digital photos 
and images often storing and managing them online. As a 
result, Website users and developers are faced With an 
increasing number of neW and complex problems. For 
example, in addition to online storage, users are becoming 
accustomed to providing others With digital copies of their 
photos, Whether via email or other means of communication. 
As a result, more and more Websites and computer programs 
are providing users With photo management capabilities 
including, but not limited to, the ability to upload, store, 
manipulate, tag and forWard photos and other images. Fur 
thermore, as online and of?ine digital photo management 
gains in popularity, the number of features offered to users 
Will only increase. HoWever, as the capabilities of photo 
management systems increase, not only Will the complexity 
of providing such capabilities increase, but users’ expecta 
tions Will also increase With respect to available features and 
their ease of use, especially in the online environment. 

[0005] Nevertheless, traditional Website and photo build 
and management techniques are inconsistent With users’ 
expectations. For example, Websites have been traditionally 
created using simple text editing softWare. This ‘do-it 
yourself’ development environment requires the designer to 
knoW a plethora of hypertext markup language symbols and 
techniques that are beyond the skill and interests of an 
average computer user. The storage, display and manage 
ment of photos and other images only increases the neces 
sary skill level. 

[0006] HoWever, noWadays more sophisticated Web 
designing tools are available for the creation of Websites. 
This component development environment provides the 
professional designer With the ability to create complex 
Websites. These Websites might enable and/or require the 
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integration of modules for ecommerce, data entry, Web 
statistics, site security, video, doWnloads, forms, photo/ 
image management and others. To further complicate mat 
ters, the professional must also deal With Website support 
services such as hosting, domain name, bandWidth, storage 
and email. 

[0007] These tWo Web and photo design/management 
approaches are mastered through lots of training and skill. 
These tools are geared toWards poWer users and fundamen 
tally fail to guide a user through the simplest of tasks. This 
lack of guidance not only makes it dif?cult for the user to 
create, upload and maintain the simplest text pages, but the 
creation and management of more complex pages such as 
those containing digital photo pages is simply beyond the 
capabilities of most users. For instance, for most individuals 
the process of uploading a photo from their digital camera to 
their computer or a Website is a daunting experience. Once 
loaded, hoWever, the complexity only increases. Not only is 
the individual faced With numerous creative and technical 
decisions including, but limited to, photo storage, siZe, 
display and manipulation, but the skill level required to 
implement these decisions remains high. 

[0008] Despite the problems discussed above, little guid 
ance is available to the user regarding photo management. 
Some efforts have been made to provide the user With 
cropping and resiZe capabilities, but such tools are typically 
provided as separate tools Which require the user to learn 
separate sets of skills for each tool. Even if the user is able 
to modify the siZe and look of a photo, the user is still faced 
With the technical problem of hoW to load the modi?ed 
photo onto a desired page. Moreover, once loaded to a page, 
the user must learn hoW to position the photo Within the 
page, Which can be especially daunting if the user desires to 
load multiple photos. Such problems leave the user With 
limited capabilities creativity and control over the manage 
ment of their photos and other images. 

[0009] Accordingly, there is a need for improved photo 
management tools and methods Which alloW the user to 
effectively store, manipulate and display their photos, With 
out overWhelming the user With complexity. Furthermore, as 
users increasingly turn to the Internet, there is a special need 
for improved photo management tools and methods in the 
online environment. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0010] According to a preferred embodiment, the present 
invention generally relates to methods of managing photos, 
comprising: providing a user interface comprising a photo 
manager, the photo manager comprising an image editor, the 
image editor having a de?ned boundary; superimposing the 
image editor over at least a section of a photo; and resiZing 
at least a portion of the photo Within the de?ned boundary 
of the image editor. 

[0011] According to another preferred embodiment, the 
present invention generally relates to photo management 
systems, said photo management system comprising: a 
photo manager comprising an image editor and a resiZe tool; 
the image editor having a de?ned boundary and superim 
posable over a photo; and a resiZe tool providing for resiZing 
at least a section of the photo Within the de?ned boundary of 
the image editor. 



US 2008/0007788 A1 

[0012] According to another preferred embodiment, the 
present invention generally relates to computer readable 
storage medium on Which is embedded one or more com 

puter programs, the one or more computer programs imple 
menting a method for managing photos, the one or more 
computer programs comprising a set of instructions for: 
providing a user interface comprising a photo manager, the 
photo manager comprising an image editor, the image editor 
having a de?ned boundary; superimposing the image editor 
over at least a portion of a photo; and resiZing at least a 
section of the photo Within the de?ned boundary of the 
image editor. 

[0013] According to another preferred embodiment, the 
present invention generally relates to photo management 
systems, said systems comprising: a ?rst user interface for 
providing the user With a layout, Wherein said layout com 
prises at least one photo box for the placement of at least one 
photo; a second user interface for providing the user With a 
photo manager, Wherein said photo manager is accessible 
via said photo box. 

[0014] According to a further preferred embodiment, the 
present invention generally relates to methods of managing 
photos, said methods comprising: providing a user interface 
comprising a layout, Wherein said layout comprises at least 
one photo box for the placement of at least one photo; 
accessing a photo manager via said photo box; and provid 
ing the photo manager Within a user interface. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0015] Examples of the invention are illustrated, Without 
limitation, in the accompanying ?gures in Which like 
numeral references refer to like elements, and Wherein: 

[0016] FIG. 1 shoWs an interface for providing a layout 
With a plurality of photo boxes and text boxes, in accordance 
With a preferred embodiment of the present invention. 

[0017] FIG. 2 shoWs an interface for providing a photo 
manager, in accordance With a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention. 

[0018] FIG. 3 shoWs an interface for providing a photo 
manager, in accordance With a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention. 

[0019] FIG. 4 shoWs an interface for providing a photo 
manager, in accordance With another preferred embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0020] FIG. 5 shoWs an interface for providing a photo 
manager, in accordance With another preferred embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0021] FIG. 6 shoWs an interface for providing photo 
manager, in accordance With another preferred embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0022] FIG. 7 shoWs an interface for providing a layout, in 
accordance With a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[0023] FIG. 8 shoWs an interface for providing photo 
manager, in accordance With a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention. 

[0024] FIG. 9 shoWs an interface for providing photo 
manager, in accordance With another preferred embodiment 
of the present invention. 
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[0025] FIG. 10 shoWs an interface for providing photo 
manager, in accordance With another preferred embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0026] FIG. 11 shoWs an interface for providing a layout, 
in accordance With a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[0027] FIG. 12 shoWs an interface for providing photo 
manager, in accordance With a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention. 

[0028] FIG. 13 shoWs an interface for providing photo 
manager, in accordance With another preferred embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0029] FIG. 14 shoWs an interface for providing a man 
aged photo, in accordance With another preferred embodi 
ment of the present invention. 

[0030] FIG. 15 shoWs a technical design, in accordance 
With a preferred embodiment of the present invention. 

[0031] FIG. 16 shoWs a photo box, in accordance With a 
preferred embodiment of the present invention. 

[0032] FIG. 17 shoWs a block diagram of a computer 
system Wherein preferred embodiments of the present inven 
tion may be implemented. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0033] For simplicity and illustrative purposes, the prin 
ciples are shoWn by Way of examples of systems and 
methods described. In the folloWing description, numerous 
speci?c details are set forth in order to provide a thorough 
understanding of the examples. It Will be apparent hoWever, 
to one of ordinary skill in the art, that the examples may be 
practiced Without limitation to these speci?c details. In other 
instances, Well knoWn methods and structures are not 
described in detail so as not to unnecessarily obscure under 
standing of the examples. 

[0034] The present invention relates to systems, methods, 
and/or computer softWare applications for the management 
of photos and other images, in particular digital photos and 
images. The systems, methods and/or applications of the 
present invention preferably provide the user With at least 
one interface 100 through Which a layout 110 (or design) of 
a page for displaying photos (e.g., Web page) may be 
selected or created by the user. The systems, methods and/or 
applications of the present invention preferably alloW the 
user to provide for at least one photo Within the layout 110. 
The systems, methods and/or applications of the present 
invention preferably alloW a user to manage photos and 
other images via a photo manager 200 comprising photo 
management tools. Preferably, the photo manager 200 com 
prises an image editor 210 having integrated photo compos 
ing, resiZing and cropping functionality. Preferably, the 
photo manager 200 comprises an image editor 210, photo 
resiZe tool 220 and/or photo cropping tool 230. Preferably, 
the image editor 210 comprises a photo resiZe tool 220 
and/or a photo cropping tool 230. As discussed in detail 
beloW, those of ordinary skill in the art Will recogniZe that 
through the use of the present invention, preferably the 
photo manager 200 and/or image editor 210, the user is 
provided With improved and simpli?ed techniques for the 
management of photos and other images. 
















