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(52) 

(57) ABSTRACT 
A vehicle poWer interface includes an adaptive inductive 
poWer supply. The adaptive inductive poWer supply has a 
primary Within a remote device holder. The adaptive induc 
tive poWer supply is capable of providing poWer to remote 
devices placed Within the remote device holder. A commu 
nication interface may be provided Which can enable com 
munication between the remote device and any data bus 
Within the vehicle. 
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VEHICLE INTERFACE 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a continuation-in-part of US. 
application Ser. No. 10/357,932 entitled “Inductively PoW 
ered Apparatus,” Which Was ?led on Feb. 4, 2003, Which is 
a continuation-in-part of US. Pat. No. 6,436,299, entitled 
“Water Treatment System With an Inductively Coupled 
Ballast,” Which Was ?led on Jun. 12, 2000. US. application 
Ser. No.10/357,932 is also a continuation-in-part of US. 
application Ser. No. 10/ 133,860 entitled “Inductively PoW 
ered Lamp Assembly,” Which Was ?led on Apr. 26, 2002. 

[0002] The present application is also a continuation-in 
part of US. application Ser. No. 10/246,155 entitled “Induc 
tively Coupled Ballast Circuit,” Which Was ?led on Sep. 18, 
2002 and is a continuation-in-part of US. application Ser. 
No. 10/ 175,095 entitled “Radio Frequency Identi?cation 
System for a Fluid Treatment System,” now US. Pat. No. 
6,673,250 Which Was ?led on Jun. 18, 2002, Which is a 
continuation-in-part of US. Pat. No. 6,436,299, Which Was 
?led on Jun. 12, 2000. US. Pat. No. 6,436,299 claims 
bene?t under 35 U.S.C. §119(e) of US. Provisional patent 
application Ser. No. 60/140,159 entitled “Water Treatment 
System With an Inductively Coupled Ballast,” Which Was 
?led on Jun. 21, 1999, and US. Provisional patent applica 
tion Ser. No. 60/ 140,090, entitled “Point-of-Use Water 
Treatment System,” Which Was ?led on Jun. 21, 1999. 

[0003] This application incorporates by reference the fol 
loWing applications: “Adaptive Inductive PoWer Supply,” 
Ser. No. 10/689,499; “Inductive Coil Assembly,” Ser. No. 
10/689,224; “Electrostatic Charge Storage Assembly,” Ser. 
No. 10/689,154, and “Adapter,” Ser. No 10/689,375. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] This invention relates to inductive charging and 
communication systems and more speci?cally to inductive 
charging and communication systems Within a vehicle. 

[0005] People may carry a variety of personal portable 
electronic equipment such as PDAs (Personal Data Assis 
tants), portable entertainment devices, such as portable 
music players or portable DVD players, laptop computers, 
and cellular telephones. The portable electronic devices 
provide various functionality such as communication, infor 
mation storage and retrieval, and entertainment. Since the 
devices are portable, they are often carried and used in 
vehicles. The devices are usually battery poWered and thus 
tend to run out of poWer at inconvenient times. 

[0006] PoWer adapters for use in a vehicle are available for 
such devices. HoWever, each device often has a unique 
poWer adapter and chord, requiring that a poWer adapter for 
each device either be carried. The poWer adapter and the 
attendant chords for attachment to the portable devices are 
unsightly and clutter the vehicle. Since the poWer adapter is 
commonly plugged into the 12 volt DC (direct current) 
poWer by Way of a cigarette lighter, it also difficult to charge 
more than one device at a time. Chords and adapters are 
thereby impractical When several portable devices are used 
Within the vehicle. 

[0007] Recently, there have been proposals to interface the 
portable devices to the data netWork Within the vehicle. The 
SAE (Society of Automotive Engineers) has generally rec 
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ogniZed the need for such an interface With an ITS (Intel 
ligent Transportation System) standard. Further, Texas 
Instruments has proposed an ADB-1394 telematics standard 
based on the 1394 “?reWire” communication standard Which 
Would alloW portable devices to interface With the electrical 
systems Within the vehicle. 

[0008] There are problems, hoWever. First, due to the 
numerous types of portable devices, there are many different 
types of data interfaces required for each portable device. 
For example, some devices may have a 1394 interface While 
others have a USB (Universal Serial Bus) interface. Thus, 
for a vehicle to interface With a plethora of devices, it may 
be required to supply a plug for each possible device. 
Second, due to the number of devices, the number of plugs 
for each device could be prohibitive as Well as the volume 
of cables required to attach each portable device to the 
vehicle. 

[0009] The SAE ITS group has suggested that a Wireless 
netWork such as the IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Elec 
tronic Engineers) 802.11b be provided for each vehicle. The 
problem With such a Wireless netWork is that the poWer 
consumed by the Wireless portable device Would increase, 
thereby further increasing the likelihood that the battery 
poWering the portable device Would be discharged. 

[0010] Thus, a system Which Would provide a data inter 
face for the portable device as Well as providing poWer to the 
devices is highly desirable. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] FIG. 1 is a diagram of data netWorks in a vehicle. 

[0012] FIG. 2 shoWs an inductive vehicle adapter Within 
the console of a vehicle. 

[0013] FIG. 3 shoWs a side vieW of the inductive vehicle 
adapter. 
[0014] FIG. 4 shoWs the inductive vehicle adapter ?tted 
Within a Windshield visor. 

[0015] FIG. 5 shoWs an overhead vieW of the inductive 
vehicle adapter. 

[0016] FIG. 6 shoWs a general block diagram of the 
inductive vehicle adapter. 

[0017] FIG. 7 shoWs a more detailed block diagram of the 
inductive vehicle adapter. 

[0018] FIG. 8 shoWs a block diagram of a remote device 
capable of interfacing With the inductive vehicle adapter. 

[0019] FIG. 9 shoWs a How chart of the operation of the 
inductive vehicle adapter. 

[0020] FIG. 10 shoWs a device list. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0021] FIG. 1 shoWs the tWo parallel data netWorks Within 
a vehicle. The ?rst netWork is vehicle data bus 10. Vehicle 
data bus 10 could be a CAN (Controller Automobile Net 
Work) or an OEM (Original Equipment Manufacturers) 
vehicle bus. Vehicle data bus is generally a loW speed data 
bus for enabling communication betWeen the various con 
trollers Within a vehicle. The second netWork is ADB 
(automobile data bus) 12. ADB 12 alloWs communication 
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between the one or more portable data devices and the 
vehicle. For example, ADB 12 could be connected With PDA 
14, cellular phone 16 or portable entertainment device 18. 
GateWay controller 20 manages any communication 
betWeen vehicle data bus 10 and ADB 12. This data can be 
speci?cally for the bus and/ or contain the encoded signals of 
voice and audio information. 

[0022] FIG. 2 shoWs an inductive vehicle adapter 20 
mounted Within console 22 of a vehicle. Cellular telephone 
24 and PDA 26 may be placed Within the inductive vehicle 
adapter 20 in order to recharge and to be interfaced With 
ADB 12. 

[0023] FIG. 3 shoWs a side vieW of inductive vehicle 
adapter 20. Inductive vehicle interface 20 has holder 28, 
Which could be a boWl. Items placed Within holder 28 tend 
to remain Within the boWl due to their Weight. Holder 28 has 
perimeter 30. Within perimeter 30 is a primary. The primary 
contained Within perimeter 30 is coupled to inductive system 
32, Which is, in turn coupled to DC poWer source 34. 
Inductive system 32 is also coupled to ADB 12. Thus, 
electronic devices placed Within holder 28 can be charged by 
adaptive inductive poWer supply 32. A communication link 
could be provided by circuitry Working in concert With 
adaptive inductive poWer supply 32. 

[0024] FIG. 4 is an overhead vieW of inductive vehicle 
interface 20. A remote device, Which could be any portable 
electronic device, is placed Within holder 28. When placed 
Within holder 28, the remote devices could be both charged 
by vehicle interface 20 and they could also be in commu 
nication With ADB 36. 

[0025] FIG. 5 shoWs a vehicle visor 35 Which is a holder 
of the remote devices. Primary 38 is contained Within visor 
35. The remote devices could be placed Within bag 37. The 
remote devices placed Within mesh bag 37 could be charged 
by the inductive vehicle interface and be in communication 
With ADB 36. Any mechanism could be used to hold the 
remote devices Within proximity of primary 38, such as 
Velcro or clips. 

[0026] The location of primary 38 could be in any con 
venient location. For example, primary 38 could be included 
Within a boWl located in the trunk of a vehicle, an overhead 
console, a seat back, a glove compartment or a side door 
stoWage area. 

[0027] FIG. 6 shoWs a basic block diagram of inductive 
vehicle adapter 20. Remote device 40 has been placed Within 
holder 28 and thus is inductively coupled by Way of the 
primary Within the lip of holder 28 to adaptive inductive 
poWer supply 39. Remote device 40 could thus be charged 
by adaptive inductive poWer supply 39. At the same time, 
remote device 40 is coupled to transceiver 68. Transceiver 
68 communicates directly With remote device 40. 

[0028] Communication interface 70 manages communica 
tions betWeen remote device 40 and ADB 36. For example, 
communication interface 70 may assign an IP (Internet 
Protocol) address to remote device 40 or may assign some 
other address to remote device 40 as required by the protocol 
of ADB 68. Communication interface 70 could control, 
establish or monitor the rate of communication betWeen 
ADB 68 and remote device 40 as Well as the various 
protocols and communication layers. 
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[0029] Controller 60 is optional. If present, it could man 
age the communication betWeen remote device 40 and ADB 
36. Alternatively, controller 60 could manage the supply of 
poWer to remote device 40 by adaptive inductive poWer 
supply 39. PoWer regulator 50 regulates the poWer received 
from DC poWer source 34. DC poWer source 34 is supplied 
by the electrical poWer system of the vehicle. 

[0030] Adaptive inductive poWer supply 39 could be 
either digital or analog. One type of adaptive inductive 
poWer supply is described in Us. Pat. No. 6,436,299, Which 
is hereby incorporated by reference. Alternatively, the adap 
tive inductive poWer supply 39 could be of the type 
described hereinafter. 

[0031] FIG. 7 shoWs a block diagram for inductive vehicle 
interface 20. Inductive vehicle interface 20 is shoWn coupled 
to three remote devices 40, 42, 44. 

[0032] PoWer regulator 46 is coupled to external DC 
(direct current) poWer source 48. DC poWer source 48 
provides poWer to inductive vehicle interface 20. DC poWer 
source 48 is supplied by the vehicle, and Would usually be 
around 12 VDC. 

[0033] PoWer regulator 50 controls the voltage and current 
provided by DC poWer source 48 to inverter 52. Inverter 52 
converts the DC poWer to AC (alternating current) poWer. 
Inverter 52 acts as an AC poWer source supplying the AC 
poWer to tank circuit 54. Tank circuit 54 is a resonant circuit. 
Tank circuit 54 is inductively coupled by Way of primary 
Winding 56 to the secondary Windings Within remote devices 
40, 42, 44. Primary Winding 56 and the secondary Windings 
of remote devices 40, 42, 44 are coreless Windings. Dashed 
line 58 indicates an air gap betWeen remote device 40, 42, 
44 and primary Winding 56. Primary Winding 56 is contained 
Within perimeter 30. 

[0034] Circuit sensor 58 is coupled to the output of tank 
circuit 54. Circuit sensor 58 is also coupled to controller 60. 
Circuit sensor 58 provides information regarding the opera 
tion parameters of inverter 52 and tank circuit 54. For 
example, circuit sensor 58 could be a current sensor and 
provide information regarding the phase, frequency and 
amplitude of the current in tank circuit 54. 

[0035] Controller 60 could be any one of a multitude of 
commonly available microcontrollers programmed to per 
form the functions hereinafter described, such as the Intel 
8051 or the Motorola 6811, or any of the many variants of 
those microcontrollers. Controller 60 could have a ROM 
(read only memory) and RAM (random access memory) on 
the chip. Controller 60 could have a series of analog and 
digital outputs for controlling the various functions Within 
the adaptive inductive poWer supply. The functionality of 
controller 60 could also be accomplished With a micropro 
cessor and memory chips. 

[0036] Controller 60 is connected to memory 62. Control 
ler 60 is also coupled to drive circuit 64. Drive circuit 64 
regulates the operation of inverter 52. Drive circuit 64 
regulates the frequency and timing of inverter 52. Controller 
60 is also coupled to poWer regulator 50. Controller 60 can 
manipulate the output voltage of poWer regulator 50. As is 
Well knoWn, by altering the rail voltage of poWer regulator 
50, the amplitude of the output of inverter 52 is also altered. 

[0037] Finally, controller 60 is coupled to variable induc 
tor 66 and variable capacitor 68 of tank circuit 54. Controller 
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60 can modify the inductance of variable inductor 66 or the 
capacitance of variable capacitor 68. By modifying the 
inductance of variable inductor 66 and the capacitance of 
variable capacitor 68, the resonant frequency of tank circuit 
54 can be changed. 

[0038] Tank circuit 54 could have a ?rst resonant fre 
quency and a second resonant frequency. Tank circuit 54 
could also have several resonant frequencies. As used 
herein, the term “resonant frequency” refers to a band of 
frequencies Within Which tank circuit 54 Will resonate. As is 
Well knoWn, a tank circuit Will have a resonant frequency, 
but Will continue to resonate Within a range of frequencies 
near the resonant frequency. Tank circuit 54 has at least one 
variable impedance element having a variable impedance. 
By varying the variable impedance, the resonant frequency 
of the tank circuit Will be varied. The variable impedance 
element could be variable inductor 66, variable capacitor 68, 
or both. 

[0039] Variable inductor 66 could be a thyristor controlled 
variable inductor, a compressible variable inductor, parallel 
laminated core variable inductor, a series of inductors and 
sWitches capable of placing select ?xed inductors into tank 
circuit 54, or any other controllable variable inductor. Vari 
able capacitor 68 could be a sWitched capacitor array, a 
series of ?xed capacitors and sWitches capable of placing 
select ?xed capacitors into tank circuit 54, or any other 
controllable variable capacitor. 

[0040] Tank circuit 54 includes primary Winding 56. Pri 
mary Winding 56 and variable inductor 66 are shoWn sepa 
rate. Alternatively, primary Winding 56 and variable inductor 
66 could be combined into a single element. Tank circuit 54 
is shoWn as a series resonant tank circuit. A parallel resonant 
tank circuit could also be used. 

[0041] PoWer supply transceiver 68 is also coupled to 
controller. Power supply transceiver 68 could be simply a 
receiver for receiving information rather than a device 
enabling tWo-Way communication. PoWer supply trans 
ceiver 68 communicates With various remote devices 40, 42, 
44. Obviously, more or less devices than three could be used 
With the system. 

[0042] Inductive vehicle interface 20 also has communi 
cation interface 70 for connection to ADB 36. Communi 
cation interface 70 manages the communications betWeen 
remote devices 40, 42, 44 and ADB 36. Communication 
interface 70 may need to perform functions such as trans 
lating the communications from one protocol to the next and 
assigning netWork addresses to remote devices 40, 42, 44. 

[0043] Inductive vehicle interface 20 could also have 
communication controller 72. Communication controller 72 
manages data input and output through communication 
interface 70 and interface transceiver 74. Communication 
controller 72 performs necessary control functions such as 
code conversion, protocol conversion, buffering, data com 
pression, error checking, synchronization and route selec 
tion as Well as collects management information. Commu 
nication controller 72 establishes communication sessions 
betWeen remote devices 40, 42, 44 and ADB 36 or any other 
devices coupled to ADB 36. Communication controller 72 
could be a front end communication processor. Depending 
upon the capabilities of controller 60, communication con 
troller 72 could be a softWare module running Within con 
troller 60. 
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[0044] FIG. 8 shoWs a block diagram of remote device 
100. Remote device 100 is exemplary of remote devices 40, 
42, 44. Remote device 100 includes rechargeable battery 
102. Rechargeable battery 102 receives poWer from variable 
secondary 104. Depending upon the type of rechargeable 
battery, further circuiting to support recharging rechargeable 
battery 102 could be included. For example, if a Li-ion 
(Lithium Ion) LiPoly (lithium-polymer) battery Were used, 
an integrated circuit controlling the charging of the battery 
such as the Texas Instrument bq240001 or the Texas Instru 
ment UCC3890 could be incorporated into remote device 
100. If a NiMh (Nickel Metal Hyrdride) battery Were used, 
a Microchip Technology PS402 battery management inte 
grated circuit could be used. 

[0045] Variable secondary 104 is coreless, alloWing vari 
able secondary 104 to operate over a Wider range of fre 
quencies. Variable secondary 104 is shoWn as a variable 
inductor, although other types of devices could be used in 
place of the variable inductor. 

[0046] Variable secondary 104 could include a multidi 
mensional secondary such as the one shoWn in Us. patent 
application Ser. No. 10/689,224, entitled “Coil Assembly” 
and assigned to the assignee of this application. If variable 
secondary included such a multidimensional Winding, 
remote device 40 Would be able to receive poWer from 
primary Winding 56 Without regard to the physical orienta 
tion of remote device 40 relative to primary Winding 56 as 
long as remote device 40 Were proximal to primary Winding 
56. Thus, a user Would be spared the inconvenience of 
positioning remote device 40 in a speci?c orientation in 
order to charge remote device 40. 

[0047] Remote device controller 106 controls the induc 
tance of variable secondary 104 and the operation of load 
108. Remote device controller 106 can alter the inductance 
of variable secondary 104 or tum on or offload 108. Similar 
to controller 60, remote device controller 106 could be any 
one of a multitude of commonly available microcontrollers 
programmed to perform the functions hereinafter described, 
such as the Intel 8051 or the Motorola 6811, or any of the 
many variants of those microcontrollers. Controller 106 
could have a ROM (read only memory) and RAM (random 
access memory) on the chip. Controller 106 could also have 
a series of analog and digital outputs for controlling the 
various functions Within the adaptive inductive poWer sup 
Ply 

[0048] Memory 110 contains, among other things, a 
device ID (identi?cation) number and poWer information 
about remote device 100. PoWer information Would include 
the voltage, current and poWer consumption information for 
remote device 100. Memory 110 might include discharge 
rates and charging rates for battery 102. 

[0049] Remote device 100 also includes remote trans 
ceiver 112. Remote transceiver 112 receives and transmits 
information to and from poWer supply transceiver 68. 
Remote transceiver 112 and poWer supply transceiver 68 
could be linked in a myriad of different Ways, such as WIFI, 
infrared, blue tooth, radio frequency (RF) or cellular. Addi 
tionally, the transceivers could communicate by Way of 
additional coils on the primary or secondary. Or, since poWer 
in being delivered by poWer supply 20 to remote devices 
100, any one of many different poWer line communication 
systems could be used. 
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[0050] Alternatively, remote transceiver 112 could be sim 
ply a Wireless transmitter for sending information to power 
transceiver 68. For example, remote transceiver 112 could 
be an RFID (Radio Frequency Identi?cation) tag. 

[0051] Load 108 represents the functional component of 
remote device 338. For example, if remote device 100 Were 
a digital camera, load 108 could be a microprocessor Within 
the digital camera. If remote device 100 Were an MP3 player, 
load 108 could be a digital signal processor or a micropro 
cessor and related circuitry for converting MP3 ?les into 
sounds. If remote device 100 Were a PDA, then load 108 
Would be a microprocessor and related circuitry providing 
the functionality of a PDA. Load 108 could access memory 
110. 

[0052] Load 108 is also coupled to secondary device 
transceiver 112. Thus, load 108 could communicate through 
secondary device transceiver 112 With inductive vehicle 
interface 20, and thereby could communicate With any other 
devices connected to ADB 36. FIG. 9 shoWs the operation of 
one embodiment of the adaptive contactless energy trans 
mission system With communications capability. 

[0053] After inductive vehicle interface 20 starts (Step 
400), it polls all remote devices by Way of transceiver 68. 
Step 402. Step 402 could be continuous, Where advancement 
to Step 404 occurs only if a remote device is present. 
Alternatively, the folloWing steps could be performed before 
polling is repeated, although the operations Would be per 
formed With reference to a null set. If any remote device is 
present, it receives poWer usage information from the remote 
device. Step 404. 

[0054] The poWer usage information could include actual 
information regarding voltage, current, and poWer require 
ments for remote device 40. Alternatively, poWer usage 
information could be simply an ID number for remote 
device 40. If so, controller 60 Would receive the ID number 
and look up the poWer requirement for remote device 40 
from a table contained in memory 62. 

[0055] After all devices have been polled and the poWer 
information for each device has been received, inductive 
vehicle interface 20 then determines Whether any device is 
no longer present. If so, then a remote device list is updated. 
Step 408. 

[0056] One embodiment of the remote device list main 
tained by controller 60 is shoWn in FIG. 10. The remote 
device list could contain for a device ID, a voltage, a current, 
and a status for each remote device 40, 42, 44. The device 
number can be assigned by controller 60. The device ID is 
received from remote devices 40, 42, 44. If tWo remote 
devices are the same type, then the device ID could be the 
same. The voltage and current are the amount of voltage or 
current required to poWer the device. The voltage and 
current could be transmitted discretely by remote devices 
40, 42, 44, or they could be obtained by using the device ID 
as a key to a database of remote devices maintained in 
memory 62. The status is the current status of the device. For 
example, the device status could be ‘on’, ‘o?", ‘charging’, 
etc. 

[0057] Next, inductive vehicle interface 20 determines 
Whether the status of any device has changed. Step 410. For 
example, remote device 40 could have a rechargeable bat 
tery or other charge storage device. When the rechargeable 
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battery is fully charged, remote device 40 Would no longer 
need poWer. Thus, its status Would change from “Charging” 
to “Off.” If the status of the device changes, then the remote 
device list is updated. Step 412. 

[0058] Inductive vehicle interface 20 then determines if 
any devices are present. Step 414. If so, then the remote 
device list is updated. Step 416. The remote device list is 
then checked. Step 418. If the list Was not updated, the 
system then polls the devices again, and the process restarts. 
Step 402. 

[0059] If the list Was updated, then the poWer usage by the 
remote devices has changed, and thus the poWer supplied by 
inductive vehicle interface 20 must also change. Controller 
60 uses the remote device list to determine the poWer 
requirements of all the remote devices. It then determines if 
the system can be recon?gured to adequately poWer all the 
devices. Step 420. 

[0060] If inductive vehicle interface 20 can supply poWer 
to all of the remote devices, then controller 60 calculates the 
settings for inverter frequency, duty cycle, resonant fre 
quency, and rail voltage. Further, controller 60 determines 
the best setting for the variable impedance of secondary 
Winding 104 of remote device 40. Step 422. It then sets the 
inverter frequency, duty cycle, resonant frequency, and rail 
voltage. Step 424. It also instructs remote device 40 to set 
the variable impedance of secondary Winding 104 to the 
desired level. Step 424. 

[0061] On the other hand, if inductive vehicle interface 20 
cannot supply poWer to all of the remote devices, controller 
60 determines the best possible poWer settings for the entire 
system. Step 426. It may then instruct one or more of remote 
devices 40, 42, 44 to turn off or change its poWer consump 
tion. Controller 60 determines the best setting for the vari 
able impedance of secondary Winding 104 of remote devices 
40, 42, 44. Step 428. It then sets the inverter frequency, duty 
cycle, resonant frequency, and rail voltage for the system. 
Step 430. Controller instructs remote devices 40, 42, 44 to 
set the variable impedance of secondary Winding 104 at the 
desired level. The system then returns to polling the devices, 
and the process repeats. Step 402. 

[0062] The above description is of the preferred embodi 
ment. Various alterations and changes can be made Without 
departing from the spirit and broader aspects of the inven 
tion as de?ned in the appended claims, Which are to be 
interpreted in accordance With the principles of patent laW 
including the doctrine of equivalents. Any references to 
claim elements in the singular, for example, using the 
articles “a ”“an,”“the,” or “said,” is not to be construed as 
limiting the element to the singular. 

The embodiments of the invention in Which an exclusive 
property or privilege is claimed are de?ned as folloWs: 
1. A system for supplying poWer to a battery in a remote 

device comprising: 

a primary for supplying poWer to the battery; and 

a poWer receiving means coupled to the battery, the poWer 
receiving means capable of receiving poWer from the 
primary regardless of the orientation of the poWer 
receiving means. 

2. The system of claim 1 Where the poWer receiving 
means includes a multidimensional secondary. 
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3. A vehicle interface comprising: 

a holder for containing a remote device, and an adaptive 
inductive power supply, the adaptive inductive poWer 
supply having a 

primary, the primary placed proximal to the holder. 
4. The vehicle interface of claim 3 Where the holder is 

con?gured to ?t Within a console of a vehicle. 
5. The vehicle interface of claim 4 Where the holder is 

con?gured to ?t Within a vehicle visor. 
6. The vehicle interface of claim 5 Where the vehicle has 

a data bus, and the vehicle interface is connectable to the 
data bus. 

7. The vehicle interface of claim 6 further comprising a 
transceiver for communicating With a remote device. 

8. The vehicle interface of claim 7 further comprising a 
poWer regulator connectable to the vehicle poWer supply. 

9. A poWer supply and communication system for a 
vehicle, the vehicle having a vehicle poWer supply and a 
vehicle data bus comprising: 

an adaptive inductive poWer supply for inductively sup 
plying poWer to a remote device; 

a poWer interface for connecting the poWer supply and 
communication system to the vehicle poWer supply; 
and 

a communication interface for connecting the poWer 
supply and communication system to the vehicle data 
bus. 

10. The poWer supply and communication system of 
claim 9 further comprising a transceiver for communicating 
With the remote device. 

11. The poWer supply and communication system of claim 
10 further comprising a communication controller for con 
trolling communication betWeen the remote device and the 
vehicle data bus. 

12. The poWer supply and communication system of 
claim 11 Where communication betWeen the remote device 
and the poWer supply and communication system is by Way 
of a poWer line communication protocol using the adaptive 
inductive poWer supply. 

13. The poWer supply and communication system of 
claim 11 Where the transceiver includes an antenna for 
Wireless communication With the remote device. 

14. The poWer supply and communication system of 
claim 13 Where the transceiver communicates With the 
poWer supply and communication system by Way of a 
Wireless protocol. 

15. The poWer supply and communication system of 
claim 14 Where the adaptive inductive poWer supply 
includes an inverter and a primary. 
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16. The poWer supply and communication system of 
claim 15 Where adaptive inductive poWer supply includes a 
drive circuit for driving the inverter. 

17. The poWer supply and communication system of 
claim 16 Where a poWer regulator is coupled to the vehicle 
poWer supply and to the inverter. 

18. The poWer supply and communication system of 
claim 17 further comprising a holder for receiving the 
remote device. 

19. The poWer supply and communication system of 
claim 18 Where the holder has a perimeter, and the primary 
is contained Within the perimeter. 

20. The poWer supply and communication system of 
claim 19 Where the primary is adaptable to supply poWer to 
the remote device regardless of the orientation of the remote 
device. 

21. The poWer supply and communication system of 
claim 20 Where the transceiver can communicate With the 
remote device regardless of the orientation of the remote 
device. 

22. A vehicle comprising: 

a receptacle, the receptacle con?gured to receive a remote 
device; and 

a primary proximal to the receptacle for providing poWer 
to the remote device. 

23. The vehicle of claim 22 Where the primary is a 
component of an adaptive inductive poWer supply. 

24. The vehicle of claim 23 Where the adaptive inductive 
poWer supply includes an inverter. 

25. The vehicle of claim 24 further comprising a com 
munication controller. 

26. The vehicle of claim 25 further comprising an auto 
mobile data bus. 

27. The vehicle of claim 26 further comprising a com 
munication interface for coupling the remote device to the 
automobile data bus. 

28. The vehicle of claim 27 further comprising a trans 
ceiver, the transceiver connected to the communication 
interface, the transceiver for communicating betWeen the 
communication interface and the remote device. 

29. The vehicle of claim 28 Where the adaptive inductive 
poWer supply includes a variable impedance. 

30. The vehicle of claim 29 Where the variable impedance 
is one of a variable capacitor or a variable inductor. 

31. The vehicle of claim 30 further comprising a control 
ler for varying the variable impedance to improve the 
ef?ciency of the adaptive inductive poWer supply. 

* * * * * 


