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ABSTRACT 

A system for processing text captured from rendered docu 
ments is described. The system receives a sequence of one 
or more Words optically or acoustically captured from a 
rendered document by a user. The system identi?es an 
electronic version of the rendered document and associated 
an action. The system then performs the associated action 
With respect to the user. 
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TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0005] The described technology is directed to the ?eld of 
interacting With rendered documents, and more particularly, 
to acting in response to information captured from rendered 
documents. 

BACKGROUND 

[0006] Paper documents have an enduring appeal, as can 
be seen by the proliferation of paper documents in the 
computer age. It has never been easier to print and publish 
paper documents than it is today. Paper documents prevail 
even though electronic documents are easier to duplicate, 
transmit, search and edit. 

[0007] Given the popularity of paper documents and the 
advantages of electronic documents, it Would be useful to 
combine the bene?ts of both. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0008] FIG. 1 is a data How diagram that illustrates the 
How of information in one embodiment of the core system. 

[0009] FIG. 2 is a component diagram of components 
included in a typical implementation of the system in the 
context of a typical operating environment. 

[0010] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a 
scanner. 

[0011] FIG. 4 is a system diagram shoWing a typical 
environment in Which the system operates. 

[0012] FIG. 5 is a How diagram shoWing steps typically 
performed by the system in order to perform an action in 
response to a user’s capturing of a keyWord. 

[0013] FIG. 6 is a table diagram shoWing sample contents 
of the keyWord action table. 

[0014] FIG. 7 is a table diagram shoWing sample contents 
of a document action map for particular document. 

[0015] FIG. 8 is a How diagram shoWing steps typically 
performed by the system in order to perform an action in 
response to a user’s capturing material not related to a 
keyWord. 
[0016] FIG. 9 is a How diagram shoWing steps typically 
performed by the system in order to present advertising in 
response to identifying a document. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0017] Overview 

[0018] A software and/or hardware system for triggering 
actions, such as advertising, in response to optically or 
acoustically capturing keywords from a rendered document 
or in response to identifying a document based on the 
captured keywords is described (“the system”). Keywords as 
used here mean one or more words, icons, symbols, or 
images. While the terms “word” and “words” are often used 
in this application, icons, symbols, or images can be 
employed in some embodiments. Keywords as used here 
also refer to phrases comprised of one or more adjacent 
symbols. Keywords as used here include words relating to 
topics or subjects discussed in a rendered document or a 
portion of a rendered document identi?ed in response to a 
capture. 

[0019] Keywords can be considered to be “overloaded”i 
that is, they have some associated meaning or action beyond 
their common (e.g., visual) meaning to the user as text or 
symbols. In some embodiments the association between 
keywords and meanings or actions is established by means 
of markup processes or data. In some embodiments the 
association between keywords or documents and meanings 
or actions is known to the system at the time the capture or 
identi?cation is made. In some embodiments the association 
between keywords or documents and meanings or actions is 
established after a capture or identi?cation has been made. 
Meanings or actions may optionally include displaying 
associated annotations or related content, visually indicating 
on a dynamic display that certain keywords visible on the 
display have special meaning or are actionable (for example, 
they respond to a mouse click, the system presents a menu 
of possible selections when the cursor hovers over the 
keyword, and so on). 

[0020] In some embodiments, the system identi?es a 
document and uses the content of the document to trigger 
and select advertising to be presented to a user. In some 
cases, the system may analyZe the document and associate 
the content of the document with one or more keywords. In 
some cases, the system chooses the advertising (the actions) 
based on the content of the entire document. In some cases, 
the system chooses the advertising based on a portion of the 
document. In some cases, the system chooses the advertising 
based on content of the document not used when identifying 
the document. 

[0021] Part lilntroduction 

1. Nature of the System 

[0022] For every paper document that has an electronic 
counterpart, there exists a discrete amount of information in 
the paper document that can identify the electronic coun 
terpart. In some embodiments, the system uses a sample of 
text captured from a paper document, for example using a 
handheld scanner, to identify and locate an electronic coun 
terpart of the document. In most cases, the amount of text 
needed by the facility is very small in that a few words of 
text from a document can often function as an identi?er for 

the paper document and as a link to its electronic counter 
part. In addition, the system may use those few words to 
identify not only the document, but also a location within the 
document. 
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[0023] Thus, paper documents and their digital counter 
parts can be associated in many useful ways using the 
system discussed herein. 

[0024] 1.1. A Quick Overview of the Future 

[0025] Once the system has associated a piece of text in a 
paper document with a particular digital entity has been 
established, the system is able to build a huge amount of 
functionality on that association. 

[0026] It is increasingly the case that most paper docu 
ments have an electronic counterpart that is accessible on the 
World Wide Web or from some other online database or 
document corpus, or can be made accessible, such as in 
response to the payment of a fee or subscription. At the 
simplest level, then, when a user scans a few words in a 
paper document, the system can retrieve that electronic 
document or some part of it, or display it, email it to 
somebody, purchase it, print it or post it to a web page. As 
additional examples, scanning a few words of a book that a 
person is reading over breakfast could cause the audio-book 
version in the person’s car to begin reading from that point 
when s/he starts driving to work, or scanning the serial 
number on a printer cartridge could begin the process of 
ordering a replacement. 

[0027] The system implements these and many other 
examples of “paper/digital integration” without requiring 
changes to the current processes of writing, printing and 
publishing documents, giving such conventional rendered 
documents a whole new layer of digital functionality. 

[0028] 1.2. Terminology 

[0029] A typical use of the system begins with using an 
optical scanner to scan text from a paper document, but it is 
important to note that other methods of capture from other 
types of document are equally applicable. The system is 
therefore sometimes described as scanning or capturing text 
from a rendered document, where those terms are de?ned as 
follows: 

[0030] A rendered document is a printed document or a 
document shown on a display or monitor. It is a document 
that is perceptible to a human, whether in permanent form or 
on a transitory display. 

[0031] Scanning or capturing is the process of systematic 
examination to obtain information from a rendered docu 
ment. The process may involve optical capture using a 
scanner or camera (for example a camera in a cellphone), or 
it may involve reading aloud from the document into an 
audio capture device or typing it on a keypad or keyboard. 
In some embodiments, optical capture is achieved by deter 
mining what data is optically visible to a user (e.g., ren 
dered) on all or part of a dynamic display. This optical 
capture of visible data may be accomplished by analyZing a 
storage buffer of the display (for example, by performing 
optical character recognition or other image analysis on an 
image stored in the display buffer), by intercepting and 
analyZing changes being made to a dynamic display (for 
example by analyZing new data being written to a display 
when the user changes the data being viewed by scrolling 
within a window), by requesting information about the 
displayed data from the application or operating system 
components responsible for generating the displayed data or 
having access to the displayed data, or by otherwise deter 
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mining What keywords and other content are currently in 
vieW of the user. In some embodiments text rendered on a 

dynamic display is converted to a sequence of signatures 
(for example by taking successive groups of 100 characters 
in a sliding WindoW), and a database is consulted to deter 
mine Whether there are associated actions or content for any 
of these signatures. For more examples of scanning and 
capturing, see Section 15. 

2. Introduction to the System 

[0032] This section describes some of the devices, pro 
cesses and systems that constitute a system for paper/ digital 
integration. In various embodiments, the system builds a 
Wide variety of services and applications on this underlying 
core that provides the basic functionality. 

[0033] 2.1. The Processes 

[0034] FIG. 1 is a data How diagram that illustrates the 
How of information in one embodiment of the core system. 
Other embodiments may not use all of the stages or elements 
illustrated here, While some Will use many more. 

[0035] Text from a rendered document is captured 100, 
typically in optical form by an optical scanner or audio form 
by a voice recorder, and this image or sound data is then 
processed 102, for example to remove artifacts of the 
capture process or to improve the signal-to-noise ratio. A 
recognition process 104 such as OCR, speech recognition, or 
autocorrelation then optionally converts the data into one or 
more signatures, comprised in some embodiments of text, 
text offsets, or other symbols. Alternatively, the system 
performs an alternate form of extracting document signature 
from the rendered document. The signature represents a set 
of possible text transcriptions in some embodiments. This 
process may be in?uenced by feedback from other stages, 
for example, if the search process and context analysis 110 
have identi?ed some candidate documents from Which the 
capture may originate, thus narroWing the possible interpre 
tations of the original capture. 

[0036] A post-processing 106 stage may take the output of 
the recognition process and ?lter it or perform such other 
operations upon it as may be useful. Depending upon the 
embodiment implemented, it may be possible at this stage to 
deduce some direct actions 107 to be taken immediately 
Without reference to the later stages, such as Where a phrase 
or symbol has been captured Which contains suf?cient 
information in itself to convey the user’s intent. In these 
cases no digital counterpart document need be referenced, or 
even knoWn to the system. 

[0037] Typically, hoWever, the next stage Will be to con 
struct a query 108 or a set of queries for use in searching. 
Some aspects of the query construction may depend on the 
search process used and so cannot be performed until the 
next stage, but there Will typically be some operations, such 
as the removal of obviously misrecogniZed or irrelevant 
characters, Which can be performed in advance. 

[0038] The query or queries are then passed to the search 
and context analysis stage 110. Here, the system optionally 
attempts to identify the document from Which the original 
data Was captured. To do so, the system typically uses search 
indices and search engines 112, knowledge about the user 
114 and knoWledge about the user’s context or the context 
in Which the capture occurred 116. Search engine 112 may 
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employ and/ or index information speci?cally about rendered 
documents, about their digital counterpart documents, and 
about documents that have a Web (intemet) presence). It may 
Write to, as Well as read from, many of these sources and, as 
has been mentioned, it may feed information into other 
stages of the process, for example by giving the recognition 
system 104 information about the language, font, rendering 
and likely next Words based on its knoWledge of the candi 
date documents. 

[0039] In some circumstances the next stage Will be to 
retrieve 120 a copy of the document or documents that have 
been identi?ed. The sources of the documents 124 may be 
directly accessible, for example from a local ?ling system or 
database or a Web server, or they may need to be contacted 
via some access service 122 Which might enforce authenti 
cation, security or payment or may provide other services 
such as conversion of the document into a desired format. 

[0040] Applications of the system may take advantage of 
the association of extra functionality or data With part or all 
of a document. For example, advertising applications dis 
cussed in Section 10.4 may use an association of particular 
advertising messages or subjects With portions of a docu 
ment. This extra associated functionality or data can be 
thought of as one or more overlays on the document, and is 
referred to herein as “markup.” The next stage of the process 
130, then, is to identify any markup relevant to the captured 
data. Such markup may be provided by the user, the origi 
nator, or publisher of the document, or some other party, and 
may be directly accessible from some source 132 or may be 
generated by some service 134. In various embodiments, 
markup can be associated With, and apply to, a rendered 
document and/or the digital counterpart to a rendered docu 
ment, or to groups of either or both of these documents. 

[0041] Lastly, as a result of the earlier stages, some actions 
may be taken 140. These may be default actions such as 
simply recording the information found, they may be depen 
dent on the data or document, or they may be derived from 
the markup analysis. Sometimes the action Will simply be to 
pass the data to another system. In some cases the various 
possible actions appropriate to a capture at a speci?c point 
in a rendered document Will be presented to the user as a 
menu on an associated display, for example on a local 
display 332, on a computer display 212 or a mobile phone 
or PDA display 216. If the user doesn’t respond to the menu, 
the default actions can be taken. 

[0042] 2.2. The Components 

[0043] FIG. 2 is a component diagram of components 
included in a typical implementation of the system in the 
context of a typical operating environment. As illustrated, 
the operating environment includes one or more optical 
scanning capture devices 202 or voice capture devices 204. 
In some embodiments, the same device performs both 
functions. Each capture device is able to communicate With 
other parts of the system such as a computer 212 and a 
mobile station 216 (e.g., a mobile phone or PDA) using 
either a direct Wired or Wireless connection, or through the 
netWork 220, With Which it can communicate using a Wired 
or Wireless connection, the latter typically involving a Wire 
less base station 214. In some embodiments, the capture 
device is integrated in the mobile station, and optionally 
shares some of the audio and/or optical components used in 
the device for voice communications and picture-taking. 
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[0044] Computer 212 may include a memory containing 
computer executable instructions for processing an order 
from scanning devices 202 and 204. As an example, an order 
can include an identi?er (such as a serial number of the 
scanning device 202/204 or an identi?er that partially or 
uniquely identi?es the user of the scanner), scanning context 
information (e.g., time of scan, location of scan, etc.) and/or 
scanned information (such as a text string) that is used to 
uniquely identify the document being scanned. In alternative 
embodiments, the operating environment may include more 
or less components. 

[0045] Also available on the netWork 220 are search 
engines 232, document sources 234, user account services 
236, markup services 238 and other netWork services 239. 
The netWork 220 may be a corporate intranet, the public 
Internet, a mobile phone netWork or some other netWork, or 
any interconnection of the above. 

[0046] Regardless of the manner by Which the devices are 
coupled to each other, they may all may be operable in 
accordance With Well-knoWn commercial transaction and 
communication protocols (e.g., Internet Protocol (IP)). In 
various embodiments, the functions and capabilities of scan 
ning device 202, computer 212, and mobile station 216 may 
be Wholly or partially integrated into one device. Thus, the 
terms scanning device, computer, and mobile station can 
refer to the same device depending upon Whether the device 
incorporates functions or capabilities of the scanning device 
202, computer 212 and mobile station 216. In addition, some 
or all of the ?lnctions of the search engines 232, document 
sources 234, user account services 236, markup services 238 
and other netWork services 239 may be implemented on any 
of the devices and/or other devices not shoWn. 

[0047] 2.3. The Capture Device 

[0048] As described above, the capture device may cap 
ture text using an optical scanner that captures image data 
from the rendered document, or using an audio recording 
device that captures a user’s spoken reading of the text, or 
other methods. Some embodiments of the capture device 
may also capture images, graphical symbols and icons, etc., 
including machine readable codes such as barcodes. The 
device may be exceedingly simple, consisting of little more 
than the transducer, some storage, and a data interface, 
relying on other functionality residing elseWhere in the 
system, or it may be a more full-featured device. For 
illustration, this section describes a device based around an 
optical scanner and With a reasonable number of features. 

[0049] Scanners are Well knoWn devices that capture and 
digitiZe images. An offshoot of the photocopier industry, the 
?rst scanners Were relatively large devices that captured an 
entire document page at once. Recently, portable optical 
scanners have been introduced in convenient form factors, 
such as a penshaped handheld device. 

[0050] In some embodiments, the portable scanner is used 
to scan text, graphics, or symbols from rendered documents. 
The portable scanner has a scanning element that captures 
text, symbols, graphics, etc, from rendered documents. In 
addition to documents that have been printed on paper, in 
some embodiments, rendered documents include documents 
that have been displayed on a screen such as a CRT monitor 
or LCD display. 

[0051] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a 
scanner 302. The scanner 302 comprises an optical scanning 
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head 308 to scan information from rendered documents and 
convert it to machine-compatible data, and an optical path 
306, typically a lens, an aperture or an image conduit to 
convey the image from the rendered document to the scan 
ning head. The scanning head 308 may incorporate a 
Charge-Coupled Device (CCD), a Complementary Metal 
Oxide Semiconductor (CMOS) imaging device, or an opti 
cal sensor of another type. 

[0052] Amicrophone 310 and associated circuitry convert 
the sound of the environment (including spoken Words) into 
machine-compatible signals, and other input facilities exist 
in the form of buttons, scroll-Wheels or other tactile sensors 
such as touch-pads 314. 

[0053] Feedback to the user is possible through a visual 
display or indicator lights 332, through a loudspeaker or 
other audio transducer 334 and through a vibrate module 
336. 

[0054] The scanner 302 comprises logic 326 to interact 
With the various other components, possibly processing the 
received signals into different formats and/ or interpretations. 
Logic 326 may be operable to read and Write data and 
program instructions stored in associated storage 330 such 
as RAM, ROM, ?ash, or other suitable memory. It may read 
a time signal from the clock unit 328. The scanner 302 also 
includes an interface 316 to communicate scanned informa 
tion and other signals to a netWork and/or an associated 
computing device. In some embodiments, the scanner 302 
may have an on-board poWer supply 332. In other embodi 
ments, the scanner 302 may be poWered from a tethered 
connection to another device, such as a Universal Serial Bus 
(U SB) connection. 

[0055] As an example of one use of scanner 302, a reader 
may scan some text from a neWspaper article With scanner 

302. The text is scanned as a bit-mapped image via the 
scanning head 308. Logic 326 causes the bit-mapped image 
to be stored in memory 330 With an associated time-stamp 
read from the clock unit 328. Logic 326 may also perform 
optical character recognition (OCR) or other post-scan pro 
cessing on the bit-mapped image to convert it to text. Logic 
326 may optionally extract a signature from the image, for 
example by performing a convolution-like process to locate 
repeating occurrences of characters, symbols or objects, and 
determine the distance or number of other characters, sym 
bols, or objects betWeen these repeated elements. The reader 
may then upload the bit-mapped image (or text or other 
signature, if post-scan processing has been performed by 
logic 326) to an associated computer via interface 316. 

[0056] As an example of another use of scanner 302, a 
reader may capture some text from an article as an audio ?le 
by using microphone 310 as an acoustic capture port. Logic 
326 causes audio ?le to be stored in memory 328. Logic 326 
may also perform voice recognition or other post-scan 
processing on the audio ?le to convert it to text. As above, 
the reader may then upload the audio ?le (or text produced 
by post-scan processing performed by logic 326) to an 
associated computer via interface 316. 

[0057] Part II4OvervieW of the Areas of the Core System 

[0058] As paper-digital integration becomes more com 
mon, there are many aspects of existing technologies that 
can be changed to take better advantage of this integration, 



US 2007/0300142 A1 

or to enable it to be implemented more effectively. This 
section highlights some of those issues. 

3. Search 

[0059] Searching a corpus of documents, even so large a 
corpus as the World Wide Web, has become commonplace 
for ordinary users, Who use a keyboard to construct a search 
query Which is sent to a search engine. This section and the 
next discuss the aspects of both the construction of a query 
originated by a capture from a rendered document, and the 
search engine that handles such a query. 

[0060] 3.1. Scan/Speak/Type as Search Query 

[0061] Use of the described system typically starts With a 
feW Words being captured from a rendered document using 
any of several methods, including those mentioned in Sec 
tion 1.2 above. Where the input needs some interpretation to 
convert it to text, for example in the case of OCR or speech 
input, there may be end-to-end feedback in the system so 
that the document corpus can be used to enhance the 
recognition process. End-to-end feedback can be applied by 
performing an approximation of the recognition or interpre 
tation, identifying a set of one or more candidate matching 
documents, and then using information from the possible 
matches in the candidate documents to further re?ne or 
restrict the recognition or interpretation. Candidate docu 
ments can be Weighted according to their probable relevance 
(for example, based on then number of other users Who have 
scanned in these documents, or their popularity on the 
Internet), and these Weights can be applied in this iterative 
recognition process. 

[0062] 3.2. Short Phrase Searching 

[0063] Because the selective poWer of a search query 
based on a feW Words is greatly enhanced When the relative 
positions of these Words are knoWn, only a small amount of 
text need be captured for the system to identify the text’s 
location in a corpus. Most commonly, the input text Will be 
a contiguous sequence of Words, such as a short phrase. 

[0064] 3.2.1. Finding Document and Location in Docu 
ment from Short Capture 

[0065] In addition to locating the document from Which a 
phrase originates, the system can identify the location in that 
document and can take action based on this knoWledge. 

[0066] 3.2.2. Other Methods of Finding Location 

[0067] The system may also employ other methods of 
discovering the document and location, such as by using 
Watermarks or other special markings on the rendered docu 
ment. 

[0068] 3.3. Incorporation of Other Factors in Search 
Query 

[0069] In addition to the captured text, other factors (i.e., 
information about user identity, pro?le, and context) may 
form part of the search query, such as the time of the capture, 
the identity and geographical location of the user, knoWl 
edge of the user’s habits and recent activities, etc. 

[0070] The document identity and other information 
related to previous captures, especially if they Were quite 
recent, may form part of a search query. 
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[0071] The identity of the user may be determined from a 
unique identi?er associated With a capturing device, and/or 
biometric or other supplemental information (speech pat 
terns, ?ngerprints, etc.). 

[0072] 3.4. Knowledge of Nature of Unreliability in 
Search Query (OCR Errors etc) 

[0073] The search query can be constructed taking into 
account the types of errors likely to occur in the particular 
capture method used. One example of this is an indication of 
suspected errors in the recognition of speci?c characters; in 
this instance a search engine may treat these characters as 
Wildcards, or assign them a loWer priority. 

[0074] 3.5. Local Caching of Index for Performance/ 
O?line use 

[0075] Sometimes the capturing device may not be in 
communication With the search engine or corpus at the time 
of the data capture. For this reason, information helpful to 
the offline use of the device may be doWnloaded to the 
device in advance, or to some entity With Which the device 
can communicate. In some cases, all or a substantial part of 
an index associated With a corpus may be doWnloaded. This 
topic is discussed further in Section 15.3. 

[0076] 3.6. Queries, in Whatever Form, may be Recorded 
and Acted on Later 

[0077] If there are likely to be delays or cost associated 
With communicating a query or receiving the results, this 
pre-loaded information can improve the performance of the 
local device, reduce communication costs, and provide 
helpful and timely user feedback. 

[0078] In the situation Where no communication is avail 
able (the local device is “ol?ine”), the queries may be saved 
and transmitted to the rest of the system at such a time as 
communication is restored. 

[0079] In these cases it may be important to transmit a 
timestamp With each query. The time of the capture can be 
a signi?cant factor in the interpretation of the query. For 
example, Section 13.1 discusses the importance of the time 
of capture in relation to earlier captures. It is important to 
note that the time of capture Will not alWays be the same as 
the time that the query is executed. 

[0080] 3.7. Parallel Searching 

[0081] For performance reasons, multiple queries may be 
launched in response to a single capture, either in sequence 
or in parallel. Several queries may be sent in response to a 
single capture, for example as neW Words are added to the 
capture, or to query multiple search engines in parallel. 

[0082] For example, in some embodiments, the system 
sends queries to a special index for the current document, to 
a search engine on a local machine, to a search engine on the 
corporate netWork, and to remote search engines on the 
Internet. 

[0083] The results of particular searches may be given 
higher priority than those from others. 

[0084] The response to a given query may indicate that 
other pending queries are super?uous; these may be can 
celled before completion. 
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4. Paper and Search Engines 

[0085] Often it is desirable for a search engine that handles 
traditional online queries also to handle those originating 
from rendered documents. Conventional search engines may 
be enhanced or modi?ed in a number of ways to make them 
more suitable for use with the described system. 

[0086] The search engine and/or other components of the 
system may create and maintain indices that have different 
or extra features. The system may modify an incoming 
paper-originated query or change the way the query is 
handled in the resulting search, thus distinguishing these 
paper-originated queries from those coming from queries 
typed into web browsers and other sources. And the system 
may take different actions or offer different options when the 
results are returned by the searches originated from paper as 
compared to those from other sources. Each of these 
approaches is discussed below. 

[0087] 4.1. Indexing 

[0088] Often, the same index can be searched using either 
paper-originated or traditional queries, but the index may be 
enhanced for use in the current system in a variety of ways. 

[0089] 4.1.1. Knowledge about the Paper Form 

[0090] Extra ?elds can be added to such an index that will 
help in the case of a paper-based search. 

Index Entry Indicating Document Availability in Paper Form 

[0091] The ?rst example is a ?eld indicating that the 
document is known to exist or be distributed in paper form. 
The system may give such documents higher priority if the 
query comes from paper. 

Knowledge of Popularity Paper Form 

[0092] In this example statistical data concerning the 
popularity of paper documents (and, optionally, concerning 
sub-regions within these documents)ifor example the 
amount of scanning activity, circulation numbers provided 
by the publisher or other sources, etciis used to give such 
documents higher priority, to boost the priority of digital 
counterpart documents (for example, for browser-based que 
ries or web searches), etc. 

Knowledge of Rendered Format 

[0093] Another important example may be recording 
information about the layout of a speci?c rendering of a 
document. 

[0094] For a particular edition of a book, for example, the 
index may include information about where the line breaks 
and page breaks occur, which fonts were used, any unusual 
capitaliZation. 

[0095] The index may also include information about the 
proximity of other items on the page, such as images, text 
boxes, tables and advertisements. 

Use of Semantic Information in Original 

[0096] Lastly, semantic information that can be deduced 
from the source markup but is not apparent in the paper 
document, such as the fact that a particular piece of text 
refers to an item offered for sale, or that a certain paragraph 
contains program code, may also be recorded in the index. 
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[0097] 4.1.2. Indexing in the Knowledge of the Capture 
Method 

[0098] A second factor that may modify the nature of the 
index is the knowledge of the type of capture likely to be 
used. A search initiated by an optical scan may bene?t if the 
index takes into account characters that are easily confused 
in the OCR process, or includes some knowledge of the 
fonts used in the document. Similarly, if the query is from 
speech recognition, an index based on similar-sounding 
phonemes may be much more ef?ciently searched. An 
additional factor that may affect the use of the index in the 
described model is the importance of iterative feedback 
during the recognition process. If the search engine is able 
to provide feedback from the index as the text is being 
captured, it can greatly increase the accuracy of the capture. 

Indexing Using Offsets 

[0099] If the index is likely to be searched using the 
olfset-based/autocorrelation OCR methods described in Sec 
tion 9, in some embodiments, the system stores the appro 
priate offset or signature information in an index. 

[0100] 4.1.3. Multiple Indices 

[0101] Lastly, in the described system, it may be common 
to conduct searches on many indices. Indices may be main 
tained on several machines on a corporate network. Partial 
indices may be downloaded to the capture device, or to a 
machine close to the capture device. Separate indices may be 
created for users or groups of users with particular interests, 
habits or permissions. An index may exist for each ?lesys 
tem, each directory, even each ?le on a user’s hard disk. 
Indexes are published and subscribed to by users and by 
systems. It will be important, then, to construct indices that 
can be distributed, updated, merged and separated effi 
ciently. 

[0102] 4.2. Handling the Queries 

[0103] 4.2.1. Knowing the Capture is from Paper 

[0104] A search engine may take different actions when it 
recogniZes that a search query originated from a paper 
document. The engine might handle the query in a way that 
is more tolerant to the types of errors likely to appear in 
certain capture methods, for example. 

[0105] It may be able to deduce this from some indicator 
included in the query (for example a ?ag indicating the 
nature of the capture), or it may deduce this from the query 
itself (for example, it may recogniZe errors or uncertainties 
typical of the OCR process). 

[0106] Alternatively, queries from a capture device can 
reach the engine by a different channel or port or type of 
connection than those from other sources, and can be 
distinguished in that way. For example, some embodiments 
of the system will route queries to the search engine by way 
of a dedicated gateway. Thus, the search engine knows that 
all queries passing through the dedicated gateway were 
originated from a paper document. 

[0107] 4.2.2. Use of Context 

[0108] Section 13 below describes a variety of different 
factors which are external to the captured text itself, yet 
which can be a signi?cant aid in identifying a document. 
These include such things as the history of recent scans, the 
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longer-term reading habits of a particular user, the geo 
graphic location of a user and the user’s recent use of 
particular electronic documents. Such factors are referred to 
herein as “context.” 

[0109] Some of the context may be handled by the search 
engine itself, and be re?ected in the search results. For 
example, the search engine may keep track of a user’s 
scanning history, and may also cross-reference this scanning 
history to conventional keyboard-based queries. In such 
cases, the search engine maintains and uses more state 
information about each individual user than do most con 
ventional search engines, and each interaction With a search 
engine may be considered to extend over several searches 
and a longer period of time than is typical today. 

[0110] Some of the context may be transmitted to the 
search engine in the search query (Section 3.3), and may 
possibly be stored at the engine so as to play a part in future 
queries. Lastly, some of the context Will best be handled 
elseWhere, and so becomes a ?lter or secondary search 
applied to the results from the search engine. 

Data-Stream Input to Search 

[0111] An important input into the search process is the 
broader context of hoW the community of users is interacting 
With the rendered version of the documentifor example, 
Which documents are mo st Widely read and by Whom. There 
are analogies With a Web search returning the pages that are 
most frequently linked to, or those that are most frequently 
selected from past search results. For further discussion of 
this topic, see Sections 13.4 and 14.2. 

[0112] 4.2.3. Document Sub-Regions 

[0113] The described system can emit and use not only 
information about documents as a Whole, but also informa 
tion about sub-regions of documents, even doWn to indi 
vidual Words. Many existing search engines concentrate 
simply on locating a document or ?le that is relevant to a 
particular query. Those that can Work on a ?ner grain and 
identify a location Within a document Will provide a signi? 
cant bene?t for the described system. 

[0114] 4.3. Returning the Results 

[0115] The search engine may use some of the further 
information it noW maintains to affect the results returned. 

[0116] The system may also return certain documents to 
Which the user has access only as a result of being in 
possession of the paper copy (Section 7.4). 

[0117] The search engine may also offer neW actions or 
options appropriate to the described system, beyond simple 
retrieval of the text. 

5. Markup, Annotations and Metadata 

[0118] In addition to performing the capture-search-re 
trieve process, the described system also associates extra 
functionality With a document, and in particular With spe 
ci?c locations or segments of text Within a document. This 
extra functionality is often, though not exclusively, associ 
ated With the rendered document by being associated With its 
electronic counterpart. As an example, hyperlinks in a Web 
page could have the same functionality When a printout of 
that Web page is scanned. In some cases, the functionality is 
not de?ned in the electronic document, but is stored or 
generated elseWhere. 
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[0119] This layer of added functionality is referred to 
herein as “markup.” 

[0120] 5.1. Overlays, Static and Dynamic 

[0121] One Way to think of the markup is as an “overlay” 
on the document, Which provides further information 
aboutiand may specify actions associated Withithe docu 
ment or some portion of it. The markup may include 
human-readable content, but is often invisible to a user 
and/or intended for machine use. Examples include options 
to be displayed in a popup-menu on a nearby display When 
a user captures text from a particular area in a rendered 

document, or audio samples that illustrate the pronunciation 
of a particular phrase. 

[0122] 5.1.1. Several Layers, Possibly from Several 
Sources 

[0123] Any document may have multiple overlays simul 
taneously, and these may be sourced from a variety of 
locations. Markup data may be created or supplied by the 
author of the document, or by the user, or by some other 
party 

[0124] Markup data may be attached to the electronic 
document or embedded in it. It may be found in a conven 
tional location (for example, in the same place as the 
document but With a different ?lename su?ix). Markup data 
may be included in the search results of the query that 
located the original document, or may be found by a separate 
query to the same or another search engine. Markup data 
may be found using the original captured text and other 
capture information or contextual information, or it may be 
found using already-deduced information about the docu 
ment and location of the capture. Markup data may be found 
in a location speci?ed in the document, even if the markup 
itself is not included in the document. 

[0125] The markup may be largely static and speci?c to 
the document, similar to the Way links on a traditional html 
Web page are often embedded as static data Within the html 
document, but markup may also be dynamically generated 
and/or applied to a large number of documents. An example 
of dynamic markup is information attached to a document 
that includes the up-to-date share price of companies men 
tioned in that document. An example of broadly applied 
markup is translation information that is automatically avail 
able on multiple documents or sections of documents in a 
particular language. 

[0126] 5.1.2. Personal “Plug-In” Layers 

[0127] Users may also install, or subscribe to particular 
sources of, markup data, thus personaliZing the system’s 
response to particular captures. 

[0128] 5.2. Keywords and Phrases, Trademarks and Logos 

[0129] Some elements in documents may have particular 
“markup” or functionality associated With them based on 
their oWn characteristics rather than their location in a 
particular document. Examples include special marks that 
are printed in the document purely for the purpose of being 
scanned, as Well as logos and trademarks that can link the 
user to further information about the organiZation con 
cerned. The same applies to “keyWords” or “key phrases” in 
the text. Organizations might register particular phrases With 
Which they are associated, or With Which they Would like to 
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be associated, and attach certain markup to them that Would 
be available Wherever that phrase Was scanned. 

[0130] Any Word, phrase, etc. may have associated 
markup. For example, the system may add certain items to 
a pop-up menu (e. g., a link to an online bookstore) Whenever 
the user captures the Word “book,” or the title of a book, or 
a topic related to books. In some embodiments, of the 
system, digital counterpart documents or indices are con 
sulted to determine Whether a capture occurred near the 
Word “book,” or the title of a book, or a topic related to 
booksiand the system behavior is modi?ed in accordance 
With this proximity to keyWord elements. In the preceding 
example, note that markup enables data captured from 
non-commercial text or documents to trigger a commercial 
transaction. 

[0131] 5.3. User-Supplied Content 

[0132] 5.3.1. User Comments and Annotations, Including 
Multimedia 

[0133] Annotations are another type of electronic infor 
mation that may be associated With a document. For 
example, a user can attach an audio ?le of his/her thoughts 
about a particular document for later retrieval as voice 
annotations. As another example of a multimedia annotation, 
a user may attach photographs of places referred to in the 
document. The user generally supplies annotations for the 
document but the system can associate annotations from 
other sources (for example, other users in a Work group may 
share annotations). 

[0134] 5.3.2. Notes from Proof-Reading 

[0135] An important example of user-sourced markup is 
the annotation of paper documents as part of a proofreading, 
editing or revieWing process. 

[0136] 5.4. Third-party Content 

[0137] As mentioned earlier, markup data may often be 
supplied by third parties, such as by other readers of the 
document. Online discussions and revieWs are a good 
example, as are community-managed information relating to 
particular Works, volunteer-contributed translations and 
explanations. 

[0138] Another example of third-party markup is that 
provided by advertisers. 

[0139] 5.5. Dynamic Markup Based on Other Users’ Data 
Streams 

[0140] By analyZing the data captured from documents by 
several or all users of the system, markup can be generated 
based on the activities and interests of a community. An 
example might be an online bookstore that creates markup 
or annotations that tell the user, in effect, “People Who 
enjoyed this book also enjoyed . . . .” The markup may be 
less anonymous, and may tell the user Which of the people 
in his/her contact list have also read this document recently. 
Other examples of datastream analysis are included in 
Section 14. 

[0141] 5.6. Markup Based on External Events and Data 
Sources 

[0142] Markup Will often be based on external events and 
data sources, such as input from a corporate database, 
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information from the public Internet, or statistics gathered 
by the local operating system. 

[0143] Data sources may also be more local, and in 
particular may provide information about the user’s con 
textihis/her identity, location and activities. For example, 
the system might communicate With the user’ s mobile phone 
and offer a markup layer that gives the user the option to 
send a document to somebody that the user has recently 
spoken to on the phone. 

6. Authentication, Personalization and Security 

[0144] In many situations, the identity of the user Will be 
knoWn. Sometimes this Will be an “anonymous identity,” 
Where the user is identi?ed only by the serial number of the 
capture device, for example. Typically, hoWever, it is 
expected that the system Will have a much more detailed 
knoWledge of the user, Which can be used for personaliZing 
the system and to alloW activities and transactions to be 
performed in the user’s name. 

[0145] 6.1. User History and “Life Library” 

[0146] One of the simplest and yet most useful functions 
that the system can perform is to keep a record for a user of 
the text that s/he has captured and any further information 
related to that capture, including the details of any docu 
ments found, the location Within that document and any 
actions taken as a result. 

[0147] This stored history is bene?cial for both the user 
and the system. 

[0148] 6.1.1. For the User 

[0149] The user can be presented With a “Life Library,” a 
record of everything s/he has read and captured. This may be 
simply for personal interest, but may be used, for example, 
in a library by an academic Who is gathering material for the 
bibliography of his next paper. 

[0150] In some circumstances, the user may Wish to make 
the library public, such as by publishing it on the Web in a 
similar manner to a Weblog, so that others may see What s/he 
is reading and ?nds of interest. 

[0151] Lastly, in situations Where the user captures some 
text and the system cannot immediately act upon the capture 
(for example, because an electronic version of the document 
is not yet available) the capture can be stored in the library 
and can be processed later, either automatically or in 
response to a user request. A user can also subscribe to neW 
markup services and apply them to previously captured 
scans. 

[0152] 6.1.2. For the System 

[0153] A record ofa user’s past captures is also useful for 
the system. Many aspects of the system operation can be 
enhanced by knoWing the user’s reading habits and history. 
The simplest example is that any scan made by a user is 
more likely to come from a document that the user has 
scanned in the recent past, and in particular if the previous 
scan Was Within the last feW minutes it is very likely to be 
from the same document. Similarly, it is more likely that a 
document is being read in start-to-?nish order. Thus, for 
English documents, it is also more likely that later scans Will 
occur farther doWn in the document. Such factors can help 



US 2007/0300142 Al 

the system establish the location of the capture in cases of 
ambiguity, and can also reduce the amount of text that needs 
to be captured. 

[0154] 6.2. Scanner as Payment, Identity and Authentica 
tion Device 

[0155] Because the capture process generally begins With 
a device of some sort, typically an optical scanner or voice 
recorder, this device may be used as a key that identi?es the 
user and authorizes certain actions. 

[0156] 6.2.1. Associate Scanner With Phone or Other 
Account 

[0157] The device may be embedded in a mobile phone or 
in some other Way associated With a mobile phone account. 
For example, a scanner may be associated With a mobile 
phone account by inserting a SIM card associated With the 
account into the scanner. Similarly, the device may be 
embedded in a credit card or other payment card, or have the 
facility for such a card to be connected to it. The device may 
therefore be used as a payment token, and ?nancial trans 
actions may be initiated by the capture from the rendered 
document. 

[0158] 6.2.2. Using Scanner Input for Authentication 

[0159] The scanner may also be associated With a particu 
lar user or account through the process of scanning some 
token, symbol or text associated With that user or account. In 
addition, scanner may be used for biometric identi?cation, 
for example by scanning the ?ngerprint of the user. In the 
case of an audio-based capture device, the system may 
identify the user by matching the voice pattern of the user or 
by requiring the user to speak a certain passWord or phrase. 

[0160] For example, Where a user scans a quote from a 
book and is offered the option to buy the book from an online 
retailer, the user can select this option, and is then prompted 
to scan his/her ?ngerprint to con?rm the transaction. 

[0161] See also Sections 15.5 and 15.6. 

[0162] 6.2.3. Secure Scanning Device 

[0163] When the capture device is used to identify and 
authenticate the user, and to initiate transactions on behalf of 
the user, it is important that communications betWeen the 
device and other parts of the system are secure. It is also 
important to guard against such situations as another device 
impersonating a scanner, and so-called “man in the middle” 
attacks Where communications betWeen the device and other 
components are intercepted. 

[0164] Techniques for providing such security are Well 
understood in the art; in various embodiments, the hardWare 
and softWare in the device and elseWhere in the system are 
con?gured to implement such techniques. 

7. Publishing Models and Elements 

[0165] An advantage of the described system is that there 
is no need to alter the traditional processes of creating, 
printing or publishing documents in order to gain many of 
the system’s bene?ts. There are reasons, though, that the 
creators or publishers of a documentihereafter simply 
referred to as the “publishers”imay Wish to create func 
tionality to support the described system. 
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[0166] This section is primarily concerned With the pub 
lished documents themselves. For information about other 
related commercial transactions, such as advertising, see 
Section 10 entitled “P-Commerce.” 

[0167] 7.1. Electronic Companions to Printed Documents 

[0168] The system alloWs for printed documents to have 
an associated electronic presence. Conventionally publish 
ers often ship a CD-ROM With a book that contains further 
digital information, tutorial movies and other multimedia 
data, sample code or documents, or further reference mate 
rials. In addition, some publishers maintain Web sites asso 
ciated With particular publications Which provide such mate 
rials, as Well as information Which may be updated after the 
time of publishing, such as errata, further comments, 
updated reference materials, bibliographies and further 
sources of relevant data, and translations into other lan 
guages. Online forums alloW readers to contribute their 
comments about the publication. 

[0169] The described system alloWs such materials to be 
much more closely tied to the rendered document than ever 
before, and alloWs the discovery of and interaction With 
them to be much easier for the user. By capturing a portion 
of text from the document, the system can automatically 
connect the user to digital materials associated With the 
document, and more particularly associated With that spe 
ci?c part of the document. Similarly, the user can be 
connected to online communities that discuss that section of 
the text, or to annotations and commentaries by other 
readers. In the past, such information Would typically need 
to be found by searching for a particular page number or 
chapter. 

[0170] An example application of this is in the area of 
academic textbooks (Section 17.5). 

[0171] 7.2. “Subscriptions” to Printed Documents 

[0172] Some publishers may have mailing lists to Which 
readers can subscribe if they Wish to be noti?ed of neW 
relevant matter or When a neW edition of the book is 
published. With the described system, the user can register 
an interest in particular documents or parts of documents 
more easily, in some cases even before the publisher has 
considered providing any such functionality. The reader’s 
interest can be fed to the publisher, possibly affecting their 
decision about When and Where to provide updates, further 
information, neW editions or even completely neW publica 
tions on topics that have proved to be of interest in existing 
books. 

[0173] 7.3. Printed Marks With Special Meaning or Con 
taining Special Data 

[0174] Many aspects of the system are enabled simply 
through the use of the text already existing in a document. 
If the document is produced in the knoWledge that it may be 
used in conjunction With the system, hoWever, extra func 
tionality can be added by printing extra information in the 
form of special marks, Which may be used to identify the text 
or a required action more closely, or otherWise enhance the 
document’s interaction With the system. The simplest and 
most important example is an indication to the reader that 
the document is de?nitely accessible through the system. A 
special icon might be used, for example, to indicate that this 
document has an online discussion forum associated With it. 
























































