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(57) ABSTRACT 
Correspondence Address: 
KELLY LOWRY & KELLEY, LLP An object retaining device includes an expandable loop 
6320 C ANOGA AVENUE, SUITE 1650 having elastic material attached to and disposed Within a 
WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91367 fabric sleeve substantially encasing the elastic material. A 

gripping material is af?xed to an inWardly facing surface of 
the loop. A tether, Which is expandable in length, has a ?rst 

(21) Appl' N05 11/739,879 end attached to the loop. A ?rst fastener is attached adjacent 
to a second end of the tether generally opposite the loop. A 

(22) Filed; Apr, 25, 2007 second fastener is attached to the tether in spaced relation to 
the ?rst fastener, Wherein engaging the ?rst and second 

. . fasteners forms a second loop at a second end of the tether. 
Related U's' Apphcatlon Data Ababy bottle, drinking cup, or the like is removably inserted 

(60) Provisional application No. 60/795,208, ?led on Apr. into the expandable loop, and tethered to an object, such as 
26, 2006. a child’s Wrist, stroller, etc. 
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OBJECT RETAINING DEVICE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention generally relates to retaining 
devices. More particularly, the present invention relates to a 
retaining device in the form of a tether removably attachable 
to an object at one end thereof, and having an expandable 
loop at an opposite end thereof for retaining objects, such as 
a baby bottle or the like. 
[0002] Infants and toddlers often times feed or drink from 
a baby bottle or a drinking cup With a lid of the type 
commonly knoWn as a “sippy cup”. Aside from nourishment 
purposes, drinking from a bottle or a sippy cup can have a 
calming in?uence on the child. 
[0003] A common problem With such cups or bottles is 
that the child either drops or throWs the bottle or sippy cup. 
This can be accidental, in jest, or in anger, or simply to get 
attention. In any event, the bottle or sippy cup drops to the 
ground or ?oor Which is usually unsanitary, and in some 
cases renders the bottle nipple or sippy cup undrinkable. 
This can occur When the child is sitting in a highchair, being 
pushed in a stroller, Walking, or While in a car seat. 
[0004] Dropping or throWing the baby bottle or sippy cup 
in a moving motor vehicle can be dangerous. This is due to 
the fact that the driver can be distracted When the object is 
throWn or dropped. Often times, especially if the bottle or 
sippy cup is accidentally dropped, the child Will Want to 
have the parent immediately retrieve it. When the parent is 
driving, this is not possible and the child often begins to cry. 
[0005] Accordingly, there is a continuing need for a tether 
device Which is attachable to a child’s Wrist, or other object 
adjacent to the child, such as a car seat, stroller, highchair, 
etc., and Which is attachable at an opposite end to the bottle 
or sippy cup such that if the bottle or sippy cup is dropped 
or throWn, it is Within reach of the child. The present 
invention ful?lls these needs and provides other related 
advantages. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] The present invention resides in an object retaining 
device particularly suited for retaining baby bottles, sippy 
cups, children’s toys and the like. The device generally 
comprises an expandable loop having gripping material 
attached to an inWardly facing surface thereof. A tether has 
a ?rst end attached to the loop. Closure means for selectively 
forming a second loop is attached to a second end of the 
tether. 
[0007] The loop is comprised of an elastic material 
attached to and disposed Within a fabric sleeve substantially 
encasing the elastic material. The elastic material is shorter 
in length than the fabric sleeve so as to expand to a greater 
length, such that the loop is adapted to hold objects of 
varying diameters. The gripping material, Which assists in 
retaining the object Within the loop, comprises a rubber or 
synthetic rubber material. In a particularly preferred 
embodiment, the gripping material comprises a strip of 
rubber matte material. 

[0008] The tether is also preferably expandable in length. 
Typically, the tether comprises an elastic material attached to 
and disposed Within an elongated fabric sleeve substantially 
encasing the elastic material. The elastic material is shorter 
in length than the fabric sleeve so as to be adapted to expand 
to a greater length. 
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[0009] The loop and tether fabric sleeves are preferably 
comprised of a soft and visually appealing fabric, such as 
chenille, fur, synthetic fur, silk brocade, silk, or synthetic 
silk. 
[0010] Preferably, a segment of the fabric sleeve generally 
opposite the loop is devoid of elastic material. The closure 
means are attached to the segment in spaced apart relation. 
In one embodiment, the closure means comprise mating 
snap fasteners. In another embodiment, the closure means 
comprise complementary hook and loop fastener sections. 
[0011] Other features and advantages of the present inven 
tion Will become apparent from the folloWing more detailed 
description, taken in conjunction With the accompanying 
draWings, Which illustrate, by Way of example, the prin 
ciples of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0012] The accompanying draWings illustrate the inven 
tion. In such draWings: 
[0013] FIG. 1 is an environmental perspective vieW illus 
trating an object retaining device of the present invention 
retaining a baby bottle to a Wrist of a child, in accordance 
With the present invention; 
[0014] FIG. 2 is an environmental perspective vieW illus 
trating the object retaining device of the present invention 
interconnected betWeen a highchair and a baby bottle, in 
accordance With the present invention; 
[0015] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of the object retaining 
device of the present invention; 
[0016] FIG. 4 is an enlarged vieW of area “4”, illustrating 
snap closure fasteners used in accordance With the present 
invention; 
[0017] FIG. 5 is an enlarged vieW of area “5”, illustrating 
complementary hook and loop strip fasteners, used in accor 
dance With the present invention; 
[0018] FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional vieW taken generally 
along line 6-6, illustrating various component parts of a 
tether and loop section of the retaining device; 
[0019] FIG. 7 is a diagrammatic vieW illustrating a loop 
and tether of the retaining device in a relaxed and non 
expanded state; and 
[0020] FIG. 8 is a diagrammatic vieW similar to FIG. 7, 
illustrating the loop and tether of the device in expanded and 
extended positions, in accordance With the present inven 
tion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0021] As shoWn in the accompanying draWings, for pur 
poses of illustration, the present invention resides in an 
object retaining device, generally referred to by the refer 
ence number 10. As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, and as Will 
be more fully described herein, the object retaining device 
10 selectively and releasably interconnects objects. As illus 
trated in FIGS. 1 and 2, the device 10 is particularly adapted 
for holding a baby bottle, sippy cup, child’s toy, or the like 
and tethering the object 12 to a child, and more particularly 
a child’s Wrist 16, or another object in close proximity to the 
child, such as the illustrated highchair. Of course, the device 
10 could removably and selectively tether the object 12 to 
other objects, such as a stroller, car seat, etc. In any event, 
the device 10 of the present invention keeps the baby bottle 
or other object 12 in close proximity to the child 14 so that 
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the child can retrieve the object 12 and not lose it or have it 
come into contact With the ground. 
[0022] With reference noW to FIG. 3, the device 10 is 
generally comprised of an expandable loop portion 20. An 
elongated tether 22 has a ?rst end 24 thereof attached to and 
extending from the loop 20. A second end thereof 26 can be 
formed into a loop, as illustrated, by the use of closure 
means 28 associated With the second end 26 of the tether 22. 
[0023] As illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 5, the closure means 
28 typically comprise mating snap fasteners 30 and 32, one 
of the snap fasteners 30 being disposed adjacent to a free end 
of the tether 22, and the other snap fastener 32 being spaced 
apart from the ?rst snap fastener 30, such that a loop 26 can 
be formed. As illustrated in FIG. 5, hoWever, other fasteners, 
such as the illustrated complementary hook and loop fas 
tener sections 34 and 36, can be used to selectively and 
removably create the second, typically smaller, loop 26. 
[0024] As mentioned above, this second loop 26 is siZed 
so as to ?t around a child’s Wrist, or other nearby object. The 
loop 26 should be of such a dimension so as to ?t around the 
child’s Wrist 16 comfortably, but Without being easily 
removed. In the event the child drops or attempts to throW 
the bottle or sippy cup 12, it Will dangle from the tether 22 
and the child’s Wrist 16, as illustrated in FIG. 1. Abene?t of 
the snap closure fasteners 30 and 32 is that the child cannot 
easily pull the tether 22 and remove its connection to the 
child’s Wrist, or other object, as can happen With hook and 
loop tape closures 34 and 36. In the event the child inten 
tionally or accidentally drops the bottle 12, or other object, 
in most circumstances the bottle 12 Will not come into 
contact With the ground and Will be Within reach of the child 
as it Will fall no farther than the length of the tether 22. 

[0025] With reference noW to FIGS. 6-8, the loop 20, in a 
particularly preferred embodiment, is comprised of an elas 
tic material 38 Which is attached to and disposed Within a 
fabric sleeve 40 substantially encasing the elastic material. 
The elastic material 38 is shorter in length than the fabric 
sleeve 40 so as to expand to a greater length such that the 
loop 20 is adapted to hold objects of varying diameters. 
[0026] In the construction of a particularly preferred 
retaining device 10, a strip of fabric 40 Which is Wider and 
longer than the elastic material 38 is used. For example, the 
strip of fabric material 40 may be approximately four inches 
in Width and tWelve inches in length. An elastic strip of 
material 38 is approximately tWo inches in Width and eight 
inches in length. The elastic material 38 is stretched to 
tWelve inches, and seWn or otherWise af?xed to the fabric 
material 40. The fabric material is then folded over and 
closed, by seWing or otherWise, so as to create the fabric 
sleeve substantially encasing and surrounding the elastic 
material 38. Of course, the elastic material 38, Which has 
been stretched to tWelve inches in length, contracts back to 
its original eight-inch length, causing the fabric 40 Which is 
attached thereto to also constrict and bunch up. The ends of 
the elastic and fabric material 38 and 40 are seWn together 
to create the loop of the desired Width. 
[0027] As the loop 20 is placed over an object, the loop 20 
can expand someWhat so as to accommodate objects of 
varying diameters, yet still be fairly tightly ?t around the 
object 12. With the dimensions provided above, objects 
having diameters betWeen approximately tWo inches and 
four inches could ?t Within and be held by the loop 20. It has 
been found that such a range accommodates a large number 
of bottles and sippy cups. Of course, if objects of a smaller 
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diameter Were to be retained by the loop 20, then the initial 
length of the elastic and fabric material 38 and 40 Would be 
shorter, and conversely longer if objects of a larger diameter 
Were to be retained by the loop 20. 

[0028] A gripping material 42 is attached to an inWardly 
facing surface of the loop 20. This lining 42 is comprised of 
a material Which has gripping or friction characteristics so as 
to securely hold the object 12 to be retained by the loop 20. 
Typically, the gripping material comprises a rubber or syn 
thetic rubber material. In a particularly preferred embodi 
ment, the gripping material comprises a strip of rubber matte 
material Which is seWn or otherWise affixed to the inWardly 
facing surface of the fabric sleeve 40. Such rubber matte 
material is typically used for lining shelves and draWers. It 
consists of a mesh fabric having rubber or synthetic rubber 
material adhered thereon. 

[0029] A strip of the rubber matte material Which is equal 
to or less than the Width of the loop 20 is typically seWn onto 
the surface of the fabric sleeve 40, Which Will comprise the 
inWardly facing surface of the loop 20. With the example 
and dimensions provided above, the strip of rubber matte 
material is typically ten to tWelve inches in length and Which 
constricts and bunches up When the elastic strip 38 returns 
to its natural length, yet it is capable of being stretched to the 
necessary diameter of the loop 20 as it is placed over various 
objects. 
[0030] With continuing reference to FIGS. 6-8, the tether 
22 is preferably expandable someWhat in length as Well. The 
tether comprises an elastic material 44 attached to and 
disposed Within an elongated fabric sleeve 46. In accordance 
With a particularly preferred embodiment of the invention, a 
length of fabric, such as nineteen inches, is used. An elastic 
strip Which is shorter than the fabric, such as eight inches in 
length, is stretched to a longer length, such as eleven inches. 
In its stretched state, the elastic strip of material 44 is 
attached to the fabric material 46. The fabric material 46 is 
folded over so as to create a sleeve substantially encasing the 
elastic strip of material 44. When released, the elastic 44 
contracts into its natural state, causing the fabric sleeve 46 
to bunch up and constrict in length. HoWever, When an 
object is placed Within loop 20 and alloWed to dangle and 
pull the tether 22, the elastic material 44 stretches, also 
lengthening the fabric sleeve 46, as illustrated in FIG. 8. 
Such an arrangement alloWs the device 10 to be connected 
to an object someWhat close to the child, such as a stroller, 
highchair, car seat, etc. and yet the child can extend and 
expand the tether 22 so as to bring the bottle, sippy cup, or 
other object 12 close to the child 14. 

[0031] Although the tether 22 should be suf?ciently long 
so as to enable the bottle or sippy cup 12 to be brought to the 
child’s mouth When the device 10 is attached to a nearby 
object, for safety purposes, the length of the tether 22 is 
preferably minimiZed. For example, With a nineteen inch 
length of fabric, the maximum diameter circle Which could 
be formed by the tether 22 alone Would only be six inches. 
Of course, the free end 26 of the tether 22 is typically formed 
into a loop, as illustrated in FIGS. 3, 7 and 8, thus effectively 
shortening the tether 22 and the diameter of the circle Which 
it could form, rendering it safe for children. 
[0032] FIGS. 7 and 8 not only illustrate the extension in 
length of the tether 22, but also diagrammatically illustrate 
the expansion of the loop 20, so as to accommodate objects 
of different diameter. 
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[0033] With continuing reference to FIGS. 7 and 8, in a 
particularly preferred embodiment, a segment 48 towards 
the free end 26 of the tether 26 is devoid of elastic material. 
The closure means are attached to this segment 48, in spaced 
apart relation. Typically, as described above, a closure 
fastener is adjacent to the free end of the tether 22. The 
mating or complementary fastener is spaced apart from the 
fastener at the free end so that a loop 26 can be formed at the 
free end of the tether 22. This loop 26 is siZed and con?gured 
so as to comfortably ?t around a child’s Wrist, but yet not be 
able to be easily removed over the open hand or clenched ?st 
of the child. For example, if the distal eight inches of the 
fabric sleeve 46 is devoid of elastic material, a loop 26 
approximately tWo and a half inches in diameter, Which is 
su?iciently large so as to Wrap comfortably around the 
child’s Wrist, but not be easily pulled over the child’s hand. 
Although the distal segment 48 could have elastic material 
therein, it might enable the child to expand the loop 26 and 
pull the device 10 off of his or her Wrist. 
[0034] It Will be appreciated that the fabric sleeves 40 and 
46 can be comprised of a Wide variety of fabric materials to 
suit the aesthetic needs and Wants of the parent. Accordingly, 
the fabric sleeves 40 and 46 can be comprised of materials 
Which Would match the children’s clothing, be comfortable 
to the skin of the child, etc. Such a fabric sleeve material 
could be comprised of chenille, fur, synthetic fur, silk 
brocade, silk, or synthetic silk Which are all aesthetically 
pleasing and soft and comfortable to the skin. 
[0035] Although several embodiments have been 
described in some detail for purposes of illustration, various 
modi?cations may be made Without departing from the 
scope and spirit of the invention. Accordingly, the invention 
is not to be limited, except as by the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An object retaining device, comprising: 
an expandable loop; 
a gripping material attached to an inWardly facing surface 

of the loop; 
a tether having a ?rst end attached to the loop; and 
closure means for selectively forming a second loop at a 

second end of the tether. 
2. The device of claim 1, Wherein the loop is comprised 

of an elastic material attached to and disposed Within a fabric 
sleeve substantially encasing the elastic material. 

3. The device of claim 2, Wherein the elastic material is 
shorter in length than the fabric sleeve so as to expand to a 
greater length such that the loop is adapted to hold objects 
of varying diameters. 

4. The device of claim 1, Wherein the gripping material 
comprises a rubber or synthetic rubber material. 

5. The device of claim 4, Wherein the gripping material 
comprises a strip of rubber matte material. 

6. The device of claim 1, Wherein the tether is expandable 
in length. 

7. The device of claim 6, Wherein the tether comprises an 
elastic material attached to and disposed Within an elongated 
fabric sleeve substantially encasing the elastic material. 
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8. The device of claim 7, Wherein the elastic material is 
shorter in length than the fabric sleeve and adapted to 
expand to a greater length. 

9. The device of claim 8, Wherein a segment of the fabric 
sleeve generally opposite the loop is devoid of elastic 
material, the closure means being attached to the segment in 
spaced apart relation. 

10. The device of claim 9, Wherein the closure means 
comprises mating snap fasteners. 

11. The device of claim 9, Wherein the closure means 
comprises complementary hook and loop fastener sections. 

12. The device of claim 2, Wherein the loop fabric sleeve 
is comprised of a fabric selected from chenille, fur, synthetic 
fur, silk brocade, silk, or synthetic silk. 

13. The device of claim 7, Wherein the tether fabric sleeve 
is comprised of a fabric selected from chenille, fur, synthetic 
fur, silk brocade, silk, or synthetic silk. 

14. An object retaining device, comprising: 
an expandable loop comprised an elastic material attached 

to and disposed Within 
a fabric sleeve substantially encasing the elastic material; 
a gripping material comprising rubber or synthetic rubber 

material attached to an inWardly facing surface of the 
loop; 

a tether having a ?rst end attached to the loop, the tether 
being expandable in length; 

a ?rst fastener attached adjacent to a second end of the 
tether generally opposite the loop; and 

a second fastener attached to the tether in spaced relation 
to the ?rst fastener, Whereby engaging the ?rst and 
second fasteners forms a second loop at a second end 
of the tether. 

15. The device of claim 14, Wherein the elastic material is 
shorter in length than the fabric sleeve so as to expand to a 
greater length such that the loop is adapted to hold objects 
of varying diameters. 

16. The device of claim 14, Wherein the gripping material 
comprises a strip of rubber matte material. 

17. The device of claim 14, Wherein the tether comprises 
an elastic material attached to and disposed Within an 
elongated fabric sleeve substantially encasing the elastic 
material, and Wherein the elastic material is shorter in length 
than the fabric sleeve so as to be adapted to expand to a 
greater length. 

18. The device of claim 17, Wherein a segment of the 
fabric sleeve generally opposite the loop is devoid of elastic 
material, the closure means being attached to the segment in 
spaced apart relation. 

19. The device of claim 14, Wherein the ?rst and second 
fasteners comprise either mating snap fasteners or comple 
mentary hook and loop fastener sections. 

20. The device of claim 17, Wherein the loop and tether 
fabric sleeves are comprised of a fabric selected from 
chenille, fur, synthetic fur, silk brocade, silk, or synthetic 
silk. 


