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(57) ABSTRACT 

The present invention provides a resin composition having 
an oxygen scavenging function. The resin composition com 
prises 70 to 99.9 Wt % of a polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) and 
0.1 to 30 Wt % of a thermoplastic resin (B) other than the 
polyvinyl alcohol resin (A), Wherein the thermoplastic resin 
(B) has a carbon-carbon double bond and a functional group 
including a hetero atom, and an oxygen absorption rate of 
the resin composition is 0.001 ml/m2~day or more. 
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POLYVINYL ALCOHOL RESIN COMPOSITION 
AND MULTILAYER PACKAGES 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0001] The present invention relates to a resin composition 
having an oxygen scavenging function. The present inven 
tion also relates to a resin composition having good gas 
barrier properties, moisture-resistance, aroma retentivity, 
and ?avor barrier properties, in addition to the oxygen 
scavenging function, and a multilayered container made of 
such a resin composition. 

BACKGROUND ART 

[0002] Ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer (hereinafter also 
abbreviated as EVOH) can be melt-molded, and has excel 
lent gas barrier properties against oxygen or carbon dioxide 
gas. For this reason, a multilayered structure including a 
layer made of EVOH and a layer made of a thermoplastic 
resin having excellent moisture-resistance, mechanical 
properties or the like (e.g., thermoplastic polyester; herein 
after thermoplastic polyester may be abbreviated as PES) is 
utiliZed for various molded products (e.g., ?lms, sheets, 
bottles, containers, etc.) that require gas barrier properties. 
For example, such multilayered structures are used in vari 
ous ?elds as a multilayered container, in particular, in the 
form of bags, bottles, cups, pouches, etc. For example, they 
are Widely used in such ?elds as foods, cosmetics, medi 
cines, toiletries and the like. 

[0003] Such a multilayered container has good barrier 
properties against oxygen, carbon dioxide gas, and the like. 
HoWever, its permeability of gases such as oxygen is not 
exactly Zero, unlike metals used for cans, etc. and glass used 
for bottles, etc. but still permits transmission of gas in an 
amount that cannot be neglected. In particular, for containers 
of foods, the degradation of food contents due to oxidation 
When the food is preserved for a long time is of great 
concern. Therefore, improvement of the oxygen barrier 
properties is strongly desired. 

[0004] Furthermore, When ?lling the contents into a con 
tainer, oxygen may be mixed in the container together With 
the contents. When the contents are susceptible to oxidiZa 
tion, even a trace amount of oxygen may degrade the quality 
of the contents. In order to prevent this, providing a material 
of the container With an oxygen scavenging function has 
been proposed. In this case, oxygen that might enter the 
container from the outside can be scavenged, so that the gas 
barrier properties of a packaging material also can be 
improved. 
[0005] For example, as the method of providing the oxy 
gen scavenging function to the EVOH that constitutes a 
packaging material, the folloWing methods are known: (1) 
An oxidation catalyst such as a transition metal is added to 
the EVOH to make the EVOH susceptible to oxidation, 
thereby providing the EVOH With the oxygen scavenging 
function (Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication (Tokkai) 
No. 4-211444); (2) A resin composition mainly comprising 
polyole?n and an oxidation catalyst, that is, polyole?n in a 
state susceptible to oxidation, is dispersed in the EVOH, 
thereby providing the EVOH With the oxygen scavenging 
function (Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication (Tokkai) 
No. 5-156095); and (3) EVOH, polyole?n, and an oxidation 
catalyst are blended to make the EVOH and polyole?n 
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susceptible to oxidation, thereby providing the oxygen scav 
enging function (Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication 
(Tokkai) No. 5-170980). HoWever, method (1) fails to 
provide suf?ciently improved oxygen barrier properties. 
Methods (2) and (3) have the disadvantage that the trans 
parency is impaired signi?cantly. 

[0006] Furthermore, in multilayered containers, especially 
When no adhesive resin layer is provided betWeen the layers 
and the container ?lled With a drink or food is subjected to 
an impact caused by, for example, being dropped, delami 
nation betWeen the thermoplastic resin layer (e.g., PES 
layer) and the EVOH layer is likely to occur, Which causes 
a large problem in the appearance. 

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION 

[0007] It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
composition having an oxygen scavenging function. It is 
another object of the present invention to provide a resin 
composition having good gas barrier properties, transpar 
ency, moisture-resistance, aroma retentivity, and ?avor bar 
rier properties, in addition to the oxygen scavenging func 
tion. It is still another object of the present invention to 
provide a multilayered container including a layer made of 
the resin composition having a good impact delamination 
resistance and good appearance, in particular, satisfactory 
transparency. 

[0008] A ?rst resin composition of the present invention 
comprises 70 to 99.9 Wt % of a polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) 
and 0.1 to 30 Wt % of a thermoplastic resin (B) other than 
the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A), Wherein the thermoplastic 
resin (B) has a carbon-carbon double bond and a functional 

group including a hetero atom, and an oxygen absorption 
rate of the resin composition is 0.001 ml/m2~day or more. 

[0009] In a preferred embodiment, the ?rst resin compo 
sition further comprises a transition metal salt (C). 

[0010] A second resin composition of the present inven 
tion comprises 70 to 99.9 Wt % of a polyvinyl alcohol resin 
(A), 0.1 to 30 Wt % of a thermoplastic resin (B) other than 
the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A), and a transition metal salt 
(C), Wherein the thermoplastic resin (B) has a carbon-carbon 
double bond and a functional group including a hetero atom. 

[0011] In a preferred embodiment, the amount of the 
transition metal salt (C) contained in the ?rst or second resin 
composition (When the ?rst resin composition comprises the 
transition metal salt (C)) is l to 5000 ppm in terms of a metal 
element, based on a total Weight of the polyvinyl alcohol 
resin (A) d the thermoplastic resin (B). 

[0012] In a preferred embodiment, the transition metal salt 
(C) comprises at least one transition metal selected from the 
group consisting of iron, nickel, copper, manganese, and 
cobalt. 

[0013] In a preferred embodiment, the thermoplastic resin 
(B) comprises a carbon-carbon double bond in a ratio of 
0.0001 eq/g or more. 
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[0014] In a preferred embodiment, the thermoplastic resin 
(B) comprises a unit represented by formula (I) 

(1) 

[0015] wherein R1 is a hydrogen atom or an alkyl group 
having 1 to 5 carbon atoms, R2 is a hydrogen atom, an alkyl 
group having 1 to 10 carbon atoms, an aryl group, an 
alkylaryl group, an arylalkyl group or an alkoxy group, R3 
and R4 are each independently a hydrogen atom, an alkyl 
group having 1 to 10 carbon atoms, an aryl group that can 
be substituted, 4COOR5, iOCOR6, a cyano group or a 
halogen atom, and R5 and R6 are each independently an alkyl 
group having 1 to 10 carbon atoms, an aryl group, an 
alkylaryl group, an arylalkyl group or an alkoxy group. 

[0016] In a preferred embodiment, a number average 
molecular Weight of the thermoplastic resin (B) is 1000 to 
500000. 

[0017] In a preferred embodiment, the polyvinyl alcohol 
resin (A) is an ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer having an 
ethylene content of 5 to 60 mol % and a degree of saponi 
?cation of 90% or more. 

[0018] In a preferred embodiment, a difference in refrac 
tive index betWeen the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) and the 
thermoplastic resin (B) is 0.01 or less. 

[0019] In a preferred embodiment, in the above-mentioned 
resin compositions, particles of the thermoplastic resin (B) 
are dispersed in a matrix of the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A). 

[0020] A third resin composition of the present invention 
comprises a thermoplastic resin (B), Wherein the thermo 
plastic resin (B) comprises a unit represented by formula (I) 

(1) 

(wherein R1 is a hydrogen atom or an alkyl group having 1 
to 5 carbon atoms, R2 is a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group 
having 1 to 10 carbon atoms, an aryl group, an alkylaryl 
group, an arylalkyl group or an alkoxy group, R3 and R4 are 
each independently a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group having 
1 to 10 carbon atoms, an aryl group that can be substituted, 
iCOORS, iOCOR6, a cyano group or a halogen atom, and 
R5 and R6 are each independently an alkyl group having 1 to 
10 carbon atoms, an aryl group, an alkylaryl group, an 
arylalkyl group or an alkoxy group); the thermoplastic resin 
(B) has a carbon-carbon double bond in a ratio of 0.0001 
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eq/ g or more, and further has a functional group including a 
hetero atom; a number average molecular Weight of the 
thermoplastic resin (B) is 1000 to 500000; and an oxygen 
absorption rate of the resin composition is 0.1 ml/m2~day or 
more. 

[0021] In a preferred embodiment, the third resin compo 
sition further comprises a transition metal salt (C) in a ratio 
of 1 to 50000 ppm in terms of a metal element, based on a 
Weight of the thermoplastic resin (B). 

[0022] A fourth resin composition of the present invention 
comprises a thermoplastic resin (B) and a transition metal 
salt (C); Wherein the thermoplastic resin (B) comprises a 
unit represented by formula (I) 

(wherein R1 is a hydrogen atom or an alkyl group having 1 
to 5 carbon atoms, R2 is a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group 
having 1 to 10 carbon atoms, an aryl group, an alkylaryl 
group, an arylalkyl group or an alkoxy group, R3 and R4 are 
each independently a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group having 
1 to 10 carbon atoms, an aryl group that can be substituted, 
4COOR5, 4OCOR6, a cyano group or a halogen atom, and 
R5 and R6 are each independently an alkyl group having 1 to 
10 carbon atoms, an aryl group, an alkylaryl group, an 
arylalkyl group or an alkoxy group); the thermoplastic resin 
(B) has a carbon-carbon double bond in a ratio of 0.0001 
eq/ g or more, and further has a functional group including a 
hetero atom; a number average molecular Weight of the 
thermoplastic resin (B) is 1000 to 500000; and the transition 
metal salt (C) is contained in a ratio of 1 to 50000 ppm in 
terms of a metal element, based on a Weight of the thermo 
plastic resin (B). 

[0023] In a preferred embodiment, the transition metal salt 
(C) contained in the third or fourth resin composition (When 
the third resin composition comprises the transition metal 
salt (C)) comprises at least one transition metal selected 
from the group consisting of iron, nickel, copper, manga 
nese, and cobalt. 

[0024] In a preferred embodiment, the functional group 
including a hetero atom contained in the thermoplastic resin 
(B) is at least one functional group selected from the group 
consisting of a hydroxyl group, a carbonyl group, a trialkox 
ysilyl group and a boron-containing polar group. 

[0025] In a preferred embodiment, the thermoplastic resin 
(B) comprises an aromatic vinyl compound unit and a diene 
compound unit. 

[0026] In a preferred embodiment, the diene compound 
unit is at least one of an isoprene unit and a butadiene unit. 

[0027] In a preferred embodiment, the aromatic vinyl 
compound unit is a styrene unit. 

[0028] In a preferred embodiment, the thermoplastic resin 
(B) is a block copolymer. 
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[0029] A multilayered structure of the present invention 
comprises at least one layer made of any one of the ?rst to 
fourth resin compositions. 

[0030] A multilayered container of the present invention 
comprises at least one layer made of any one of the ?rst to 
fourth resin compositions and at least one thermoplastic 
polyester layer. 

[0031] In a preferred embodiment, in the above-mentioned 
multilayered container of the present invention, tWo ther 
moplastic polyester layers are arranged so as to be in direct 
contact With both surfaces of the layer made of the resin 
composition. 

[0032] In a preferred embodiment, the multilayered con 
tainer is obtained by coinjection bloW molding. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

[0033] FIG. 1 is a graph in Which the oxygen absorption 
amount of each of the single layer ?lms obtained in 
Examples 1 to 6 and Comparative Examples 1 and 2 is 
plotted With respect to time. For Example 2, the graph shoWs 
the results of the second single layer ?lm. 

[0034] FIG. 2 is a graph in Which the oxygen transmission 
rate of each of the multilayered ?lms obtained in Examples 
1 to 6 and Comparative Examples 1 and 2 is plotted With 
respect to time. 

[0035] FIG. 3 is a graph in Which the oxygen absorption 
amount of the ?rst single layer ?lm obtained in Example 2 
is plotted With respect to time. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE 
INVENTION 

[0036] Hereinafter, the present invention Will be described 
in detail. 

[0037] In this speci?cation, “scavenging oxygen” means 
absorbing and consuming oxygen or reducing the amount of 
oxygen from a given environment. 

(Polyvinyl Alcohol Resin (A)) 

[0038] The polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) contained in the 
?rst resin composition and the second resin composition of 
the present invention can be obtained by saponifying a 
homopolymer of a vinylester or a copolymer of a vinylester 
and other monomers (especially a copolymer of a vinylester 
and ethylene) With an alkali catalyst or the like. A typical 
compound as the vinylester can be vinyl acetate, but other 
fatty acid vinylesters (e.g., vinyl propionate, vinyl pivalate, 
etc.) also can be used. 

[0039] The degree of saponi?cation of the vinyl ester 
component of the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) is preferably 
90% or more, more preferably 95% or more, and even more 
preferably 96% or more. When the degree of saponi?cation 
is less than 90%, the gas barrier properties are degraded 
under high humidity, and if the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) 
is EVOH, the thermal stability is insu?icient and gel or 
aggregates can easily be generated in a molded article. 

[0040] When the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) is a blend of 
at least tWo kinds of polyvinyl alcohol resins (A) having 
different degrees of saponi?cation, the average calculated 
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based on the blend Weight ratio is determined as the degree 
of saponi?cation of the blend. 

[0041] Among the polyvinyl alcohol resins (A) as 
described above, EVOH is preferable because melt-molding 
is possible and its gas barrier properties under high humidity 
are good. 

[0042] The ethylene content of EVOH is preferably 5 to 
60 mol %. If the ethylene content is less than 5 mol %, the 
gas barrier properties under high humidity may be degraded 
and the melt moldability may deteriorate. The ethylene 
content of EVOH is preferably 10 mol % or more, more 
preferably 15 mol % or more, most preferably 20 mol % or 
more. If the ethylene content exceeds 60 mol %, suf?ciently 
good gas barrier properties may not be obtained. The eth 
ylene content is preferably 55 mol % or less, more prefer 
ably 50 mol % or less. 

[0043] When the EVOH is a blend of at least tWo kinds of 
EVOH having different ethylene contents, the average cal 
culated based on the blend Weight ratio is determined as the 
ethylene content of the blend. In this case, it is preferable 
that the difference in the ethylene contents betWeen the tWo 
kinds of EVOH having the largest difference from each other 
is 30 mol % or less and that the difference in the degree of 
saponi?cation is 10% or less. If these conditions are not 
satis?ed, the transparency of the resultant resin composition 
layer may be inadequate. The difference in the ethylene 
content is preferably 20 mol % or less, more preferably 15 
mol % or less. The difference in the degree of saponi?cation 
is preferably 7% or less, more preferably 5% or less. 

[0044] The ethylene content and the degree of saponi? 
cation of EVOH can be measured by nuclear magnetic 
resonance (NMR). 

[0045] The EVOH can contain a small amount of a 
monomer other than ethylene and vinyl alcohol as a copoly 
mer component (the monomer is contained in EVOH as a 
copolymer unit) Within a range not interfering With the 
objects of the present invention. Examples of such a mono 
mer include: ot-ole?ns such as propylene, l-butene, 
isobutene, 4-methyl-l-pentene, l-hexene, and l-octene; 
unsaturated carboxylic acids such as itaconic acid, meth 
acrylic acid, acrylic acid, and maleic anhydride, and their 
salts, their partial or complete esters, their nitrites, their 
amides, and their anhydrides; vinylsilane compounds such 
as vinyltrimethoxysilane, vinyltriethoxysilane, vinyltri([3 
methoxy-ethoxy)silane, y-methacryloxypropyltrimethoxy 
silane; unsaturated sulfonic acids and their salts; alkylthiols; 
and vinylpyrrolidones. 

[0046] Among the above, if a vinylsilane compound is 
contained in EVOH as a copolymer component in an amount 
of 0.0002 to 0.2 mol % and the composition of the present 
invention containing the EVOH is formed into a multilay 
ered structure together With a resin (e.g., PES) as a base resin 
by coextrusion molding or coinjection molding, the consis 
tency in the melt viscosity of the EVOH With the base resin 
is improved, so that a uniformly molded article can be 
produced. As the vinylsilane compound, vinyltrimethoxysi 
lane and vinyltriethoxysilane can be used preferably. 

[0047] Furthermore, EVOH containing a boron compound 
is also effective in improving the melt viscosity of the 
EVOH, so that articles uniformly molded by coextrusion or 
coinj ection molding can be obtained. Examples of the boron 
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compound include boric acids, boric acid esters, borates, and 
boron hydrides. Speci?cally, examples of the boric acids 
include orthoboric acid (hereinafter may be referred to as 
“boric acid”), metaboric acid, and tetraboric acid. Examples 
of the boric acid esters include triethyl borate and trimethyl 
borate. Examples of the borates include alkali metal salts, 
alkaline-earth metal salts of the boric acids, borax, and the 
like. Among these compounds, orthoboric acid is preferable. 

[0048] The content of the boron compound, if contained, 
is preferably in the range of 20 to 2000 ppm, and more 
preferably 50 to 1000 ppm, in terms of the boron element. 
With the addition of boron Within this range, torque variation 
in EVOH during melting by heating is suppressed. If the 
boron content is less than 20 ppm, this effect of adding the 
boron compound may be insuf?cient. If it exceeds 2000 
ppm, gelation tends to occur, resulting in poor moldability. 

[0049] It is also effective to add an alkali metal salt to the 
EVOH in an amount of 5 to 5000 ppm in terms of the alkali 
metal element in order to improve interlayer adhesions and 
compatibility. The added amount of the alkali metal salt is 
preferably in the range of 20 to 1000 ppm, and more 
preferably 30 to 500 ppm, in terms of the alkali metal 
element. Examples of the alkali metal include lithium, 
sodium, potassium, and the like. Examples of the alkali 
metal salt include aliphatic carboxylates, aromatic carboxy 
lates, phosphates, and metal complexes of alkali metals. 
Speci?cally, they include sodium acetate, potassium acetate, 
sodium phosphate, lithium phosphate, sodium stearate, 
potassium stearate, a sodium salt of ethylenediaminetet 
raacetic acid, and the like. Among these, sodium acetate, 
potassium acetate, and sodium phosphate are preferable. 

[0050] It is also preferable to add a phosphorus compound 
to the EVOH in an amount of 20 to 500 ppm, more 
preferably 30 to 300 ppm, and most preferably 50 to 200 
ppm, in terms of the phosphoric acid radicals. When a 
phosphorus compound is blended With the EVOH in the 
above range, the thermal stability of the EVOH can be 
improved. In particular, generation of gelled aggregates and 
coloring during long-duration melt molding can be sup 
pressed. 
[0051] There is no particular limitation regarding the kind 
of phosphorus compound added to the EVOH, and various 
kinds of acids such as phosphoric acid and phosphorous acid 
and salts thereof may be used. Phosphates may be in the 
form of primary phosphates, secondary phosphates, or ter 
tiary phosphates, and there is no particular limitation regard 
ing the cationic species of the phosphates. The phosphates 
are preferably alkali metal salts and alkaline-earth metal 
salts. Among these, it is preferable to add the phosphorus 
compound in the form of sodium dihydrogenphosphate, 
potassium dihydrogenphosphate, disodium hydrogenphos 
phate, or dipotassium hydrogenphosphate. 

[0052] The melt ?oW rate (MFR) of the EVOH used in the 
present invention (2100 C., 2160 g load; according to JIS 
K7210) is in the range of 0.1 to 100 g/10 min, more 
preferably 0.5 to 50 g/ 10 min, and even more preferably 1 
to 30 g/ 10 min. 

[0053] In the present invention, it is also possible to blend 
to the EVOH a thermal stabiliZer, an ultraviolet absorber, an 
antioxidant, a coloring agent, a ?ller, and other resins (e.g., 
polyamides and polyole?ns) Within a range not interfering 
With the objects of the present invention. 
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(Thermoplastic Resin (B)) 

[0054] The thermoplastic resin (B) contained in the resin 
composition of the present invention is characteriZed by 
having a carbon-carbon double bond and a functional group 
including a hetero atom. For the ?rst and the second resin 
compositions of the present invention, there is no limitation 
regarding the kind of the thermoplastic resin (B), as long as 
it has the above-described characteristics and is a resin other 
than the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A). For the third and the 
fourth resin compositions of the present invention, there is 
no limitation regarding the kind of the thermoplastic resin 
(B), as long as it has the above-described characteristics. 

[0055] The thermoplastic resin (B) contained in the resin 
composition of the present invention contains a carbon 
carbon double bond, as described above. Since the carbon 
carbon double bond reacts With oxygen ef?ciently, such a 
thermoplastic resin (B) has the oxygen scavenging function. 
In the present invention, the carbon-carbon double bond 
encompasses conjugated double bonds, but does not encom 
pass multiple bonds contained in aromatic rings. 

[0056] For the third and the fourth resin compositions of 
the present invention, the thermoplastic resin (B) should 
contain the carbon-carbon double bond in an amount of 
00.001 eq/g (equivalents/g) or more, preferably 0.0005 eq/g 
or more, and more preferably 0.001 eq/g or more. If the 
content of the carbon-carbon double bond is less than 0.0001 
eq/ g, the oxygen scavenging function of the resultant resin 
composition may not be suf?cient. Also for the ?rst and the 
second resin compositions of the present invention, it is 
preferable that the content of the carbon-carbon double bond 
is the above values or more. 

[0057] The carbon-carbon-double bonds may be contained 
either in the main chain or the side chain of the thermoplastic 
resin (B), but it is preferable that the amount of the double 
bonds present in the side chains is larger than the amount of 
the double bonds present in the main chain (in other Words, 
a larger number of groups having carbon-carbon double 
bonds exist in the side chains), because of the e?iciency of 
reaction With oxygen. A double bond contained in a struc 
tural unit represented by formula (I) is preferable for the 
carbon-carbon double bond present in the side chains: 

(1) 

[0058] (wherein R1 is a hydrogen atom or an alkyl group 
having 1 to 5 carbon atoms, R2 is a hydrogen atom, an alkyl 
group having 1 to 10 carbon atoms, an aryl group, an 
alkylaryl group, an arylalkyl group or an alkoxy group, R3 
and R4 are each independently a hydrogen atom, an alkyl 
group having 1 to 10 carbon atoms, an aryl group that may 
be substituted, 4COOR5, 4OCOR6, a cyano group or a 
halogen atom, R5 and R6 are each independently an alkyl 
group having 1 to 10 carbon atoms, an aryl group, an 
alkylaryl group, an arylalkyl group or an alkoxy group). The 
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number of carbon atoms of the aryl group is preferably 6 to 
10. The number of carbon atoms of the alkylaryl group and 
the arylalkyl group is preferably 7 to 11. The number of 
carbon atoms of the alkoxy group is preferably 1 to 10. 
Examples of the alkyl group include a methyl group, an 
ethyl group, a propyl group, and a butyl group. Examples of 
the aryl group include a phenyl group. Examples of the 
alkylaryl group include a tolyl group. Examples of the 
arylalkyl group include a benZyl group. Examples of the 
alkoxy group include a methoxy group and an ethoxy group. 
Examples of the halogen atom include chlorine. 

[0059] Among the structural units represented by formula 
(I), a structural unit derived from a diene compound is 
preferable. This is because the thermoplastic resin having 
that structure can be easily produced. Examples of such a 
diene compound include isoprene, butadiene, 2-ethylbuta 
diene, and 2-butylbutadiene. One of these can be used, or 
tWo or more can be used in combination. Table 1 shoWs the 
relationship betWeen an example of a diene compound and 
a kind of a group in the formula (I) derived from the diene 
compound. 

TABLE 1 

R1 R2 R3 R4 

Isoprene CH3 H H H 
H CH3 H H 

Butadiene H H H H 
2-Ethyl butadiene C2H5 H H H 

H C2H5 H H 
2-Butyl butadiene C4Hg H H H 

H C4H9 H H 

[0060] Among these, a structural unit containing an alkyl 
group having 1 to 5 carbon atoms as R2 is preferable because 
of the ef?ciency of reaction With oxygen, and a structural 
unit containing a methyl group (i.e., a structural unit derived 
from isoprene) as R2 is more preferable. Isoprene is easily 
available and can be copolymeriZed With other monomers, 
so that this is preferable also in vieW of the production cost 
for the thermoplastic resin (B). Furthermore, butadiene is 
also preferable in that it is easy available and can be 
copolymeriZed With other monomers. 

[0061] When the structural unit represented by formula (I) 
is derived from a diene compound, the ratio of the structural 
unit represented by formula (I) to all the structural units 
derived from the diene compound is preferably 10% or 
more, more preferably 20% or more, and even more pref 
erably 30% or more. This ratio is made 10% or more by a 
generally knoWn method in the art of causing anionic 
polymeriZation of the diene compound in an inactive organic 
solvent using a LeWis base as a cocatalyst. 

[0062] In order to obtain the thermoplastic resin (B) 
having the structural unit represented by formula (I), When 
polymerizing monomers containing the diene compound, it 
is preferable to use a LeWis base as a cocatalyst. Examples 
of the LeWis base include ethers such as dimethyl ether, 
diethyl ether, methyl ethyl ether, and tetrahydrofran; glycol 
ethers such as ethylene glycol diethyl ether, and ethylene 
glycol dimethyl ether; tertiary amines such as N,N,N',N' 
tetramethylethylenediamine (TMEDA) and triethylenedi 
amine; ether-containing amines such as N-methyl morpho 
line and N-ethyl morpholine. The LeWis base is generally 
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used in an amount 0.1 to 400 parts by Weight With respect 
to 100 parts by Weight of an initiator that Will be described 
later. 

[0063] The thermoplastic resin (B) used for the resin 
composition of the present invention is preferably a copoly 
mer of an aromatic vinyl compound and the diene com 
pound. When the thermoplastic resin (B) is such a copoly 
mer, the carbon-carbon double bond moiety derived from 
the diene compound easily reacts With oxygen, so that the 
oxygen barrier properties and the oxygen scavenging func 
tion of the resultant resin composition can be improved. 
Furthermore, by adjusting the copolymeriZation ratio 
betWeen the aromatic vinyl compound and the diene com 
pound, the refractive index of the thermoplastic resin (B) can 
be made a desired value. Therefore it is possible to reduce 
the difference in the refractive index betWeen the polyvinyl 
alcohol resin (A) and the thermoplastic resin (B), and 
therefore a product having excellent transparency can be 
obtained. 

[0064] Examples of the aromatic vinyl compound include 
styrene, 1-vinylnaphthalene, 2-vinylnaphthalene, 3-vinyl 
naphthalene, 2-methylstyrene, 3-methylstyrene, 4-methyl 
styrene, 4-propylstyrene, 4-cyclohexylstyrene, 4-dodecyl 
styrene, 2-ethyl-4-benZylstyrene, and 
4-(phenylbutyl)styrene. Among these, styrene is the most 
preferable in vieW of cost and ease of polymerization. As the 
diene compound, the above-described compounds can be 
used, for example. 

[0065] The copolymer of the aromatic vinyl compound 
and the diene compound may be in any form of a random 
copolymer, a block copolymer, a graft copolymer, or a 
composite thereof. A block copolymer is preferable in vieW 
of the ease of production and the mechanical properties of 
the resultant thermoplastic resin (B), the ease of handling, 
and the oxygen scavenging function. 

[0066] In the block copolymer, the molecular Weight of 
the aromatic vinyl compound block is preferably 300 to 
100000, more preferably 1000 to 50000, even more prefer 
ably 3000 to 50000. When the molecular Weight of the 
aromatic vinyl compound block is less than 300, the melt 
viscosity of the thermoplastic resin (B) is loW, and the 
moldability, the processability and the handling properties of 
the resultant resin composition may be degraded. Further 
more, the mechanical properties of a molded article that is 
formed from the resin composition may be poor. In addition, 
the dispersibility of the thermoplastic resin (B) to the 
polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) is degraded, and the transpar 
ency, the gas barrier properties and the oxygen scavenging 
function may be degraded. On the other hand, When the 
molecular Weight of the aromatic vinyl compound block 
exceeds 100000, the melt viscosity of the thermoplastic 
resin (B) is high, so that the thermoplastisity is impaired. 
Therefore, the moldability and the processability of the 
resultant resin composition may be degraded. In addition, 
the dispersibility of the thermoplastic resin (B) to the 
polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) is degraded as above, and the 
transparency, the gas barrier properties and the oxygen 
scavenging function may be degraded. 

[0067] The block form of the block copolymer is for 
example, X(YX)n, @(Y)n or the like, Wherein X is an 
aromatic vinyl compound block, Y is a diene compound 
block, and n is an integer of 1 or more. Among these, a 
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diblock copolymer and a triblock copolymer are preferable, 
and a triblock copolymer is more preferable in vieW of its 
mechanical properties. In particular, it is preferable that the 
aromatic vinyl compound block is a polystyrene block, and 
the diene compound block is a polyisopropylene block in 
vieW of cost and ease of polymerization. 

[0068] There is no particular limitation regarding the 
method for producing the block copolymer, but anionic 
polymeriZation is preferable. Speci?cally, the folloWing 
methods, but not limited to, can be used. The aromatic vinyl 
compound and the diene compound are copolymeriZed With 
an alkyl lithium compound as an initiator, and coupled by a 
coupling agent. Alternatively, the diene compound and the 
aromatic vinyl compound are sequentially polymeriZed With 
a dilithium compound as an initiator. As the alkyl lithium 
compound, alkyl lithium compounds With an alkyl group 
having 1 to 10 carbon atoms, such as methyl lithium, ethyl 
lithium, benZyl lithium, n-butyl lithium, sec-butyl lithium, 
tert-butyl lithium and the like are preferable. 

[0069] As the coupling agent, dichloromethane, dibro 
momethane, dichloroethane, dibromoethane, and the like 
can be used. Examples of the dilithium compound include 
naphthalenedilithium, oligostyryldilithium and dilithiohexy 
lbenZene. The initiator and the coupling agent can be used 
preferably in an amount of 0.01 to 0.2 parts by Weight and 
0.04 to 0.8 parts by Weight With respect to 100 parts by 
Weight of all the monomers used for polymerization. 

[0070] As the solvent for production of the thermoplastic 
resin (B), organic solvents that are inactive With respect to 
the above-described initiators, coupling agents and the 
LeWis base can be used. Among these, a saturated hydro 
carbon, a saturated cyclic hydrocarbon, and an aromatic 
hydrocarbon that have 6 to 12 carbon atoms are preferable. 
For example, hexane, heptane, octane, decane, cyclohexane, 
toluene, benZene, xylene, and the like can be used. The 
polymeriZation reaction of the monomer for production of 
the thermoplastic resin (B) is generally performed at a 
temperature range of —20 to 80° C. for l to 50 hours. Thus, 
the thermoplastic resin having a carbon-carbon double bond 
can be obtained. 

[0071] The thermoplastic resin (B) used in the resin com 
position of the present invention has a functional group 
including a hetero atom, in addition to the carbon-carbon 
double bond, as described above. Since the present invention 
has a functional group including a hetero atom, the interface 
delamination strength can be improved, Which Will be 
described beloW. 

[0072] In general, if different kinds of resins are forced to 
be blended by, for example, melt kneading, the adhesion at 
the interface (interface delamination strength) of the resins 
is loW because these resins have no compatibility to each 
other. Therefore, it is an important object to improve the 
interface delamination strength of the different kinds of 
resins. As a result of the in-depth research carried out by the 
present inventors to accomplish this object, it Was found that 
When the thermoplastic resin (B) having a functional group 
including a hetero atom is blended With another resin, for 
example, a polyvinyl alcohol resin (A), the interface delami 
nation strength of these resins can be improved and thus the 
compatibility of the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) and the 
thermoplastic resin (B) can be improved signi?cantly. 
[0073] From the above point of vieW, in the present 
invention, the thermoplastic resin (B) has a carbon-carbon 
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double bond, Which contributes to the oxygen scavenging 
function, and a functional group including a hetero atom, 
Which contributes to the compatibility of the resins. The 
reason Why the interface delamination strength of the poly 
vinyl alcohol resin (A) and the thermoplastic resin (B) is 
improved by using the thermoplastic resin (B) having a 
functional group including a hetero atom is not clear, but it 
seems that the functional group including a hetero atom 
contained in the thermoplastic resin (B) reacts or interacts 
With a hydroxyl group contained in the polyvinyl alcohol 
resin (A), so that a graft copolymer or a similar structure is 
formed and this structure contributes to the improvement of 
the compatibility of the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) and the 
thermoplastic resin (B). 

[0074] A multilayered container such as a bottle including 
a layer made of a resin composition that contains the 
polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) and the thermoplastic resin (B) 
and a layer made of a thermoplastic polyester, in Which the 
layers are in direct contact With each other, exhibits a high 
impact delamination resistance. The reason Why the high 
impact delamination resistance of the multilayered container 
is improved by using such a resin composition is not clear. 
But, it seems that in addition to the improved compatibility 
of the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) and the thermoplastic 
resin (B), a reaction or an interaction betWeen the thermo 
plastic polyester and the functional group including a hetero 
atom contained in the thermoplastic resin (B) improves the 
impact delamination resistance. 

[0075] As the hetero atom of the functional group con 
tained in the thermoplastic resin (B), atoms that are selected 
from Groups IV, V and VI of the periodic table and have an 
electronegativity in the folloWing range are preferred: 

[0076] Where Xp is the electronegativity of the atom and 
refers to Pauling’s electronegativity (refer to e.g., Chemical 
Manual, Basics, modi?ed second edition, p. 1288, published 
by MaruZen) in the present invention, and N refers to the 
number of the group in the periodic table for the atom. 

[0077] Examples of such a hetero atom include nitrogen, 
oxygen, silicon, phosphorus, sulfur, germanium, tin, and 
lead. Among these, nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, tin and lead are 
preferable, and oxygen and sulfur are more preferable. 
Boron is also preferable, although it is not included in the 
above-described atom groups. 

[0078] The folloWing groups can be employed as the 
functional group including a hetero atom contained in the 
thermoplastic resin (B) of the present invention: 

<l> Active Hydrogen-Containing Polar Groups 

[0079] iSO3H, isozn, iSOH, iNHZ, iNHR, 
>C=NH, %ONH2, iCONHR, iCONHi, ADH, and 
iSH 

<2> Nitrogen-Containing and Active Hydrogen-Free Polar 
Groups 

[0080] iNRZ, iNRi, >C=Ni, %N, iNCO, 
ADCN, iSCN, iNO, iNOZiNCS, %ONR2 and 
%ONRi 
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<3> Epoxy Group or Thioepoxy Group-Containing Polar 
Groups 

<4> Carbonyl group or thiocarbonyl group-containing polar 
groups 4CHO, iCOOH, 4COOR, iCOR, >C=O, 
>C=S, %HS, %SOR, and %SOH 

<5> Phosphorus-Containing Polar Groups 

[0081] iP(OR)2iP(SR)2iPO(OR)2, iPO(SR)2, 
iPS(OR)2iPS(SR)2, iPO(SR)(OR), and iPS(SR)(OR) 
<6> M-Containing Polar Groups (M is any One of Si, Ge, 
Sn, and Pb) 

[0082] -MX3, -MX2R, -MXR2, and -MR3 
<7> Boron-Containing Polar Groups 

[0083] Boronic acid group or boron-containing groups 
that can be converted to a boronic acid group in the presence 
of Water 

[0084] (In the above general formulae, R is an alkyl group, 
a phenyl group or an alkoxy group, and X is a halogen atom.) 

[0085] The thermoplastic resin (B) can contain one kind of 
these functional groups or can contain tWo or more. Among 
these functional groups, a hydroxyl group of the active 
hydrogen-containing polar groups <l>, a carbonyl group of 
<4>, a trialkoxysilyl group, Which is an M-containing polar 
group <6> (M is any one of Si, Ge, Sn and Pb), and a 
boron-containing polar group <7> are preferable. 

[0086] Among these, the groups of <l> to <6> can be 
present either in the main chain, a side chain or the terminal 
of the thermoplastic resin (B). In vieW of the compatibility 
of the thermoplastic resin (B) With another resin, for 
example, the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A), the effect on the 
interface delamination strength, and the ease of production, 
it is preferable that the functional group is present at the 
terminal of the thermoplastic resin (B). The boron-contain 
ing polar group of <7> is preferably present in a side chain 
of the thermoplastic resin (B) in vieW of the compatibility of 
the thermoplastic resin (B) With another resin (e.g., the 
polyvinyl alcohol resin (A)). 

[0087] When the functional group including the hetero 
atom is a boron-containing polar group <7>, the boron 
containing polar group is preferably a boronic acid group or 
a boron-containing group that can be converted to a boronic 
acid group in the presence of Water, as described above. The 
boronic acid group is the residue of boric acid, in Which an 
OH group of the boric acid is removed, and expressed by 
formula (II) below. 

(11) 
OH 

OH 

[0088] “Boron-containing group that can be converted to 
a boronic acid group in the presence of Water” refers to a 
boron-containing group that can be converted to the boronic 
acid group expressed by formula (II) by being hydrolyZed in 
the presence of Water. More speci?cally, it means a func 
tional group that can be converted to a boronic acid group 
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When a hydrolysis is conducted using Water alone or a 
mixture of Water and an organic solvent (toluene, xylene, 
acetone, etc.) as a solvent at 25 to 150° C. for 10 minutes to 
2 hours. Typical examples of such a functional group include 
a boronic acid ester group expressed by formula (III), a 
boronic anhydride group expressed by formula (IV), and a 
boronate group expressed by formula (V). 

(III) 

(IV) 

(V) 

[0089] Where X1 and X2 are a hydrogen atom, aliphatic 
hydrocarbon groups (e. g., linear or branched alkyl groups or 
alkenyl groups having 1 to 20 carbon atoms), alicyclic 
hydrocarbon groups (e.g., cycloalkyl groups or cycloalkenyl 
groups), or aromatic hydrocarbon groups (e.g., phenyl group 
or biphenyl group), and X1 and X2 can be the same or 
different from each other. HoWever, X1 and X2 are not both 
hydrogen atoms at the same time. X 1 and X2 can be bonded 
to each other. R7, R8, and R9 are a hydrogen atom, aliphatic 
hydrocarbon groups, alicyclic hydrocarbon groups, or aro 
matic hydrocarbon groups as employed for X1 and X2, and 
can be the same or different from each other. Mt represents 
an alkali metal. X1, X2, R7, R8, and R9 can include other 
groups, for example, a carboxyl group, a halogen atom or the 
like. 

[0090] Speci?c examples of the boronic acid ester group 
expressed by formula (III) include boronic acid dimethyl 
ester group, boronic acid diethyl ester group, boronic acid 
dipropyl ester group, boronic acid diisopropyl ester group, 
boronic acid dibutyl ester group, boronic acid dihexyl ester 
group, boronic acid dicyclohexyl ester group, boronic acid 
ethylene glycol ester group, boronic acid propylene glycol 
ester group, boronic acid 1,3-propane diol ester group, 
boronic acid 1,3-butane diol ester group, boronic acid neo 
pentyl glycol ester group, boronic acid catechol ester group, 
boronic acid glycerin ester group, and boronic acid trim 
ethylolethane ester group. 

[0091] As the boronate group expressed by the general 
formula (V) above, alkali metal boronate groups can be 
used. Speci?c examples thereof include sodium boronate 
groups and potassium boronate groups. 

[0092] There is no limitation regarding the method for 
producing the thermoplastic resin (B) having the carbon 
carbon double bond as described above and the functional 
group as described above. For example, the folloWing meth 
ods can be employed: 1) adding a monomer having the 
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functional group (or a monomer that can form the functional 
group) as a copolymerizable component When polymerizing 
monomers that can form the carbon-carbon double bond in 

a molecule; 2) utilizing an initiator having the functional 
group (or an initiator that can form the functional group) 
When polymerizing monomers that can form the carbon 
carbon double bond in a molecule; 3) subjecting monomers 
that can form the carbon-carbon double bond in a molecule 
to living polymerization and utilizing a monomer having the 
functional group (or a monomer that can form the functional 
group) as a terminator; and 4) polymerizing monomers that 
can form the carbon-carbon double bond in a molecule to 
provide a polymer, and bonding a monomer having the 
functional group (or a monomer that can form the functional 
group) to the polymer by a reaction. Among these methods, 
in particular, the methods 3) and 4) are preferably employed. 

[0093] For example, the thermoplastic resin (B) can be 
prepared by the method 3) as folloWs: First, one or tWo or 
more kinds of monomers that can anionically polymerizable 
and can form the carbon-carbon double bond in a molecule 
are polymerized using an organic alkali metal as an initiator 
so that a polymer having an alkali metal at its terminal is 
formed, and then a monomer that can react With the alkali 
metal and has the functional group (or a monomer that can 
form the functional group) is reacted thereWith as a termi 
nator (i.e., an end treatment agent). 

[0094] As the terminal treatment agent that can be used in 
such a method, the folloWing compounds can be exempli 
?ed: (i) compounds having a carbonyl group; (ii) com 
pounds having a thiocarbonyl group; (iii) compounds having 
an aldehyde group; (iv) compounds having a thioaldehyde 
group; (v) compounds having a carboxylic acid ester group; 
(vi) compounds having an acid anhydride group; (vii) com 
pounds having an acid halide group; (viii) compounds 
having an amide group; (ix) compounds having a sulfonic 
acid group; (x) compounds having a sulfonic acid ester 
group; (xi) compounds having a phosphoric acid group; (xii) 
compounds having a phosphoric acid ester group; (xiii) 
compounds having an amino group; (xiv) compounds hav 
ing an imino group; (xv) compounds having a carbodiimide 
group; (xvi) compounds having a nitrile group; (xvii) com 
pounds having a pyridyl group; (xviii) compounds having a 
quinoline ring; (xix) compounds having an epoxy group; 
(xx) compounds having a thioepoxy group; (xxi) com 
pounds having an isocyanato group; (xxii) compounds hav 
ing an isothiocyanato group; (xxiii) cyanamides; (xxiv) 
aziridine derivatives; (xxv) compounds other than the above 
compounds and having a tertiary amino group or a substi 
tuted imino group; (xxvi) silicon compounds; (xxvii) tin 
compounds and the like. Furthermore, carbon dioxide (car 
bonic acid gas) also can be used preferably as the end 
treatment agent. 

[0095] As the compounds having a carbonyl group (i), 
Which is one of the above-described end treatment agents, 
the folloWing compounds can be used: acetone, methyl ethyl 
ketone, diethyl ketone, methyl propyl ketone, isopropyl 
methyl ketone, dipropyl ketone, acetophenone, benzophe 
none, 4,4'-dimethoxybenzophenone, acetylcyclohexane, 
cyclopentyl ketone, l-cyclooctyl-2 -methyl- 1 -butanone, 
l-phenyl-5-cyclohexyl-3-pentanone, 3-decanone, 2,4-dim 
ethyl-3-heptanone, cyclohexanone, cylcodecanone, 3-phe 
nylcyclooctanone, cyclopentanone and the like. 
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[0096] Examples of the compounds having a thiocarbonyl 
group (ii) include 4,4'-dimethoxythiobenzophenone and 
4,4'-bis(dimethylamino)thiobenzophenone. 
[0097] Examples of the compounds having an aldehyde 
group (iii) include monoaldehydes such as acetaldehyde, 
propionaldehyde, isobutyrylaldehyde, n-caproaldehyde, val 
eraldehyde, benzaldehyde, decanal, eicosanal, 2-phenylbu 
tanal, 3-methyl benzaldehyde, 4-cyclohexyl benzaldehyde, 
cyclohexanecarboxyaldehyde, and 3-phenylcyclohexan 
ecarboxyaldehyde; and polyaldehydes such as 1,4,7-naph 
thenetricarboxyaldehyde, l,7,9-anthracenetricarboxyalde 
hyde, and l,l,5-pentanetricarboxyaldehyde. 

[0098] Examples of the compounds having a thioaldehyde 
group (iv) include acetothioaldehyde, propionthioaldehyde, 
isobutylthioaldehyde, and n-caprothioaldehyde. 

[0099] Examples of the compounds having a carboxylic 
acid ester group (v) include an ester of a monobasic acid or 
a dibasic acid and an alcohol, and a lactone. Examples of the 
monobasic acid constituting the ester include acetic acid, 
butyric acid, caproic acid, lauric acid, palmitic acid, stearic 
acid, cyclohexylpropionic acid, cyclohexylcaproic acid, 
benzoic acid, and phenylbutyric acid. Examples of the 
dibasic acids include oxalic acid, maleic acid, malonic acid, 
fumaric acid, succinic acid, glutaric acid, adipic acid, 
pimelic acid, suberic acid, sebacic acid, itaconic acid, 
phthalic acid, isophthalic acid, terephthalic acid, naphthalic 
acid, and diphenic acid. Examples of the alcohol constituting 
the ester include methyl alcohol, ethyl alcohol, n-propyl 
alcohol, isopropyl alcohol, sec-butyl alcohol, tert-butyl alco 
hol, amyl alcohol, hexyl alcohol, octyl alcohol, phenol, and 
cresol. 

[0100] Examples of the lactone include [3-propiolactone, 
o-valerolactone, e-caprolactone, and lactones corresponding 
to the folloWing acids: 2-methyl-3-hydroxypropionic acid, 
3-hydroxypelargonic acid, 2-dodecyl-3-hydroxypropionic 
acid, 2-cyclopentyl-3-hydroxypropionic acid, 3-phenyl-3 
hydroxypropionic acid, 2-naphthyl-3-hydroxypropionic 
acid, 2-(n-butylcyclohexyl)-3-hydroxypropionic acid, 
2-phenyl-3-hydroxy tridecanoic acid, 2-(2-methylcyclopen 
tyl)-3-hydroxypropionic acid, 2-methylphenyl-3-hydrox 
ypropionic acid, 3-benzyl-3-hydroxypropionic acid, 2,2 
dimethyl-3-hydroxypropionic acid, 2-methyl-5 
hydroxyvaleric acid, 3-cyclohexyl-5-hydroxyvaleric acid, 
4-phenyl-5-hydroxyvaleric acid, 2-heptyl-4-cyclopentyl-5 
hydroxyvaleric acid, 2-methyl-3-phenyl-5-hydroxyvaleric 
acid, 3-(2-cyclohexylethyl)-5-hydroxyvaleric acid, 2-(2 
phenylethyl)-4-(4-cyclohexylbenzyl)-5-hydroxyvaleric 
acid, benzyl-5-hydroxyvaleric acid, 3-ethyl-5-isopropyl-6 
hydroxycaproic acid, 2-cyclopentyl-4-hexyl-6-hydroxycap 
roic acid, 3-phenyl-6-hydroxycaproic acid, 3-(3,5-diethyl 
cyclohexyl)-5-ethyl-6-hydroxycaproic acid, 4-(3 
phenylpropyl)-6-hydroxycaproic acid, 2-benzyl-5-isobutyl 
6-hydroxycaproic acid, 7-phenyl-6-hydroxy-6-octenoic 
acid, 2,2-di(l-cyclohexenyl)-5-hydroxy-5-heptenoic acid, 
2,2-dipropenyl-5-hydroxy-5-heptenoic acid, and 2,2-dim 
ethyl -4 -propenyl-3 -hydroxy-3 ,5 -heptadienoic acid. 

[0101] Examples of the compounds having an acid anhy 
dride group (vi) include an anhydride of saturated or unsat 
urated aliphatic, aromatic, or alicyclic polycarboxylic acid. 
Speci?c examples of the polycarboxylic acid include ali 
phatic polycarboxylic acids such as maleic acid and succinic 
acid; aromatic polycarboxylic acids such as phthalic acid, 
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isophthalic acid, terephthalic acid, pyromellitic acid, 1,2,5, 
6-naphthalenetetracarboxylic acid, 2,3,6,7-naphthalenetetra 
carboxylic acid, 2,2',3,3'-diphenyltetracarboxylic acid, 3,4, 
9,10-perylenetetracarboxylic acid, 3 ,3,'4,4' 
diphenyltetracarboxylic acid, 3 ,3',4,4' 
benZophenonetetracarboxylic acid, and 2,3-bis(3,4 
dicarboxyphenyl)propane, bis(3,4 
dicarboxyphenyl)sulfone, bis(3,4-dicarboxyphenyl)ether; 
and alicyclic polyearboxylic acids such as tetrahydro 
phthalic acid and nadic acid. As the anhydride, either 
monoanhydrides or dianhydrides can be used. 

[0102] Examples of the compounds having an acid halide 
group (vii) include a halide of the monobasic acid and the 
dibasic acid described in the above item (V). 

[0103] Examples of the compounds having an amide 
group (viii) include compounds having at least one iCOi 
N< bond or 4CSiN< bond in their molecule. Examples of 
such a compound include a linear compound having the 
above-described bond or a cyclic compound in Which the 
above-described bond is incorporated into the cyclic struc 
ture. Speci?c examples of the linear compound having the 
above-described bond include amides such as N,N-dimeth 
ylformamide, N,N-dimethylthioforrnamide, N,N-dimethyl 
N',N'-(p-dimethylamino)benZamide, N-ethyl-N-methyl-8 
quinolinecarboxyamide, N,N'-dimethylnicotinamide, N,N 
dimethylmethacrylamide, N-methylphthalimide, 
N-phenylphthalimide, N-acetyl-e-caprolactam, N-methyl-e 
caprolactam, N,N,N' ,N' -tetramethylphthalamide, 
1 O-acetylphenoxazine, 3 ,7-bis(diethylamino)- 1 O-ben 
ZoylphenothiaZine, 1 O-acetylphenothiazine, 3 ,7-bis(dim 
ethylamino)-10-benZoylphenothiaZine, and N-ethyl-N-me 
thyl-8-quinolinecarboxamide; and linear urea compounds 
such as N,N'-dimethylurea, N,N'-diethylurea, N,N'-dimeth 
ylethyleneurea, N,N,N',N'-tetramethylurea, NiN,N'N'-tet 
ramethylthiourea, N,N-dimethyl-N,N'-diethylurea, and 
N,N-dimethyl-N',N'-diphenylurea. Among these, N,N-dim 
ethylformamide, N,N-dimethylthioformamide, N,N,N',N' 
tetramethylurea, N,N,N',N'-tetramethylthiourea, N,N'-dim 
ethylnicotinamide, N,N-dimethyl-N',N'-(p 
dimethylamino )b enZamide, 3 , 7-bis (dimethylamino)- 1 0 
benZoylphenothiaZine and N-ethyl-N-methyl-8 
quinolinecarboxamide are preferable. 

[0104] Examples of the latter, that is, the cyclic compound 
in Which the above-described bond is incorporated into the 
cyclic structure, include cyclic urea compounds and N 
substituted lactams. Examples of cyclic urea compounds 
include l,3-dimethyl-2-imidaZolidinone, l,3-diethyl-2-imi 
daZolidinone, l,3-dipropyl-2-imidaZolidinone, l-methyl-3 
ethyl-2-imidaZolidinone, l-methyl-3-(2-methoxyethyl)-2 
imidaZolidinone, l,3-di(2-ethoxyethyl)-2-imidaZolidinone 
l,3-dimethylethylenethiourea, N,N,N',N" 
trimethylisocyanuric acid, and N,N',N"-triethylisocyanuric 
acid. 

[0105] Examples of the N-substituted lactams include 
N-methylpyrrolidone, N-ethylpyrrolidone, N-phenylpyrroli 
done, N-methyl-e-caprolactam, N-ethyl-e-caprolactam, 
N-acetyl-e-caprolactam, caffeine, l-phenyl-3-methyl pyra 
Zolone, antipyrine, N-dimethylaminoantipyrine, N-phe 
nylpyraZolone, N,N'-diphenyl indigo, cryptopine, and tropi 
none. 

[0106] Among the cyclic compounds in Which the above 
described bond is incorporated into the cyclic structure, 
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N-methylpyrrolidone, N-ethylpyrrolidone, l,3-dimethyl-2 
imidaZolidinone, l,3-diethyl-2-imidaZolidinone, N-methyl 
e-caprolactam, N-acetyl-e-caprolactam, and N,N',N"-trim 
ethylisocyanuric acid are preferable. 

[0107] Examples of the compounds having a sulfonic acid 
group (ix) include benZenesulfonic acid, toluenesulfonic 
acid, and anthraquinonesulfonic acid. 

[0108] Examples of the compounds having a sulfonic acid 
ester group (x) include esters of the compounds having a 
sulfonic acid group (ix) as above and alcohols. 

[0109] Examples of the compounds having a phosphoric 
acid group (xi) include methylphosphonic acids and eth 
ylphosphonic acid. 

[0110] Examples of the compounds having a phosphoric 
acid ester group (xii) include trialkyl or triaryl phosphite 
expressed by the general formula (RO)3P, trialkyl or triaryl 
phosphate expressed by the general formula (RO)3P—>O, 
trialkyl or triaryl thiophosphite expressed by the general 
formula (RS)3R and trialkyl or triaryl thiophosphate 
expressed by the general formula (RO)3P—>S. In the above 
formulae, R is an alkyl group such as a methyl group, an 
ethyl group, a butyl group, a hexyl group, a 2-ethylhexyl 
group, a cyclohexyl group, a nonyl group, a decyl group, a 
lauryl group, a tridecyl group, and a stearyl group; a phenyl 
group; or a substituted phenyl group having the above 
described alkyl group. 

[0111] Examples of the compounds having an amino 
group (xiii) include methylamine, ethylamine and aniline. 

[0112] Examples of the compounds having an imino group 
(xiv) include benZylideneaniline, anisalaniline, 4-methoxy 
benZylidene-4-n-butylaniline, 4-methoxybenZylidene-4-ac 
etoxyaniline, benZylidene ethylamine, benZylideneaZine, 
N-trimethylsilylbenZylideneamine, N-triphenylsilyl ben 
Zylideneamine, N-trimethylsilyl-(l -phenylbenZylidene)am 
ine, N-butylidenebenZenesulfenamide, N-isopropy 
lidenebenZenesulfenamide, 
N-benZylidenebenZenesulfenamide, N-ethylidenebenZene 
sulfenamide, N-(a phenylbenZylidene)benZenesu?enamide, 
N-(a methylbenZylidene)benZenesulfenamide, and N-cylco 
hexyl-2-benZothiaZylsulfenamide. Among these, benZylide 
neaniline, anisalaniline, 4-methoxybenZylidene-4-n-butyla 
niline, 4-methoxybenZylidene-4-acetoxyaniline, and 
N-cylcohexyl-2-benZothiaZylsulfenamide are preferable. 

[0113] Examples of the compounds having a carbodiimide 
group (xv) include dimethylcarbodimide, diethylcarbodiim 
ide, dipropylcarbodiimide, dibutylcarbodiimide, dihexylcar 
bodiimide, N,N'-dicyclohexylcarbodiimide, dibenZylcarbo 
diimide, N,N'-diphenylcarbodiimide, methylpropyl 
carbodiimide, butylcyclohexylcarbodiimide, ethylbenZyl 
carbodiimide, propylphenylcarbodiimide, and phenylben 
Zylcarbodiimide. Among these, N,N'-dicyclohexylcarbodi 
imide and N,N'-diphenylcarbodiimide are preferable. 

[0114] Examples of the compounds having a nitrile group 
(xvi) include acetonitrile, propionitrile, benZonitrile, pheny 
lacetonitrile, adiponitrile, N,N-dimethylaminobenZonitrile, 
and N,N-dimethylaminophenylacetonitrile. 

[0115] Examples of the compounds having a pyridyl 
group (xvii) include 2-vinylpyridine, 4-vinylpyridine, 
4-benZoylpyridine, 2-acetylpyridine, and 4-pyridinecar 
boxylic acid methyl ester. 
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[0116] Examples of the compounds having a quinoline 
ring (xviii) include methyl quinoline and quinolinecarboxy 
lic acid. 

[0117] Examples of the compounds having an epoxy 
group (xix) include epoxy compounds such as ethylene 
oxide, propylene oxide, butadiene oxide, butene oxide, 
cyclohexene oxide, vinylcyclohexene oxide, styrene oxide, 
allyl glycidyl ether, epichlorohydrin, and epibromohydrin; 
epoxidiZed hydrocarbon polymers such as epoxidiZed 
polybutadiene; and epoxidiZed vegetable oil such as epoxi 
diZed soybean oil and epoxidiZed linseed oil. Among these, 
ethylene oxide, propylene oxide, butadiene oxide, and 
butene oxide are preferable. 

[0118] Examples of the compounds having a thioepoxy 
group (xx) include thioepoxy compounds that correspond to 
the above-listed epoxy compounds in Which the oxygen 
atom of the compound is substituted With a sulfur atom. 

[0119] Examples of the compounds having an isocyanato 
group (xxi) include ethyl isocyanato, n-butyl isocyanate, 
n-decyl isocyanate, 2-(4-methylcyclohexyl)ethyl isocyan 
ate, methyl isocyanate, propyl isocyanate, phenyl isocyan 
ate, benZyl isocyanate, p-tolyl isocyanate, n-pentyl isocyan 
ate, 2-hexyl isocyanate, xylyl isocyanate, diphenyl ether 
isocyanate, triphenylmethane triisocyanate, benzene-1,2,4 
triisocyanate, naphthalene-l,3,7-triisocyanate, m- or p-phe 
nylenediisocyanate, diphenylmethane diisocyanate, dianisi 
dine diisocyanate, isophorone diisocyanate, tolylene 
diisocyanate, hexamethylene diisocyanate, and pentameth 
ylene diisocyanate. 
[0120] Examples of the compounds having an isothiocy 
anato group (xxii) include isothiocyanate compounds that 
correspond to the above-listed isocyanate compounds, in 
Which the oxygen atom of the compounds is substituted With 
a sulfur atom. 

[0121] The cyanamides (xxiii) have at least one >NiCEN 
bond in its molecule. Speci?c examples thereof include 
dimethyl cyanamide, diethyl cianamide, dipropyl cyana 
mide, dibutyl cyanamide, dihexyl cyanamide, dicyclohexyl 
cyanamide, dibenZyl cyanamide, diphenyl cyanamide, 
methyl propyl cyanamide, butylcyclohexyl cyanamide, eth 
ylbenZyl cyanamide, propylphenyl cyanamide, and phenyl 
benZyl cyanamide. Among these, dicyclohexyl cyanamide 
and diphenyl cyanamide are preferable. 

[0122] Examples of the aZiridine derivatives (xxiv) 
include tri(l -aZiridinyl)phosphine oxide, tri(2-methyl-l - 
aZiridinyl)phosphine oxide, tri(2-ethyl-3-decyl-l -aZiridi 
nyl)phosphine sul?de, tri(2-phenyl-l -aZiridinyl)phosphine 
oxide, tri (2 -methyl-3-cyclohexyl- l -aZiridinyl)pho sphine 
sul?de, 2,4,6-tri(aZiridinyl)l,3,5-triaZine, 2,4,6-tri(2-me 
thyl- l -aZiridinyl) l ,3 ,5 -triaZine, 2,4,6-tri(l -aZiridinyl)2,4,6 
triphospha-l,3,5-triaZine, and 2,4,6-tri(2-methyl-n-butyl 
aZiridinyl)2,4,6-triphospha-l,3,5-triaZine. Among these, 
di(2-methyl-l -aZiridinyl)phenylphosphine oxide, tri(2-me 
thyl- l -aZiridinyl)phenylphosphine oxide, and 2,4,6-tri(aZiri 
dinyl)l,3,5-triaZine are preferable. 

[0123] The compounds other than the above compounds 
and having a tertiary amino group or a substituted imino 
group (xxv) contain at least one speci?c functional group 
having a reactivity With an alkali metal at the terminal of the 
polymer obtained by the above-mentioned anionic polymer 
iZation and at least one tertiary amino group or substituted 
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imino group. These compounds can react With the alkali 
metal at the terminal of the polymer so that the residue of the 
compounds binds to the terminal of the polymer. The tertiary 
amino group is a functional group expressed by the general 
formula (V 1) below: 

(VI) 
R5 

— N 

\ 
Rs 

[0124] Where R5 and R6 are each independently an alkyl 
group having 1 to 22 carbon atoms, a cycloalkyl group 
having 4 to 22 carbon atoms, an aryl group having 6 to 22 
carbon atoms, a substituted aryl group, or an arylalkyl group. 
The substituted imino group is a functional group expressed 
by the general formula >NiR5, Where R5 is the same as 
above. 

[0125] The speci?c functional group having a reactivity 
With an alkali metal at the terminal of the polymer is a 
functional group expressed by either one of the folloWing 
general formulae: 

[0126] Where R is hydrogen, an alkyl group having 1 to 22 
carbon atoms, a cycloalkyl group having 4 to 22 carbon 
atoms, an aryl group having 6 to 22 carbon atoms, a 
substituted aryl group, or an arylalkyl group, R' is hydrogen, 
an alkyl group having 1 to 22 carbon atoms, a cycloalkyl 
group having 4 to 22 carbon atoms, an aryl group having 6 
to 22 carbon atoms, a substituted aryl group, or an arylalkyl 
group or an alkoxy group, M is a silicon atom or a tin atom, 
X is a halogen atom, Y is an oxygen atom or a sulfur atom, 
and n is an integer of l to 3. Among these, a carbonyl group, 
a thiocarbonyl group, ester groups, thioester groups, a 
formyl group, a thioformyl group, an epoxy group, a thioe 
poxy group, a sul?nyl group, a sulfonyl group, a phosphite 
group, a thiophosphite group, a phosphate group, and a 
thiophosphate group are preferable. 

[0127] Speci?c examples of the above compounds include 
4,4'-bis(dimethylamino)benZophenone, 4,4'-bis(diethylami 
no)benZophenone, 4,4'-bis(dibutylamino)benZophenone, 
4-dimethylaminobenZophenone, 4,4'-bis(dimethylami 
no)thiobenZophenone, 4,4'-bis(diethylamino)thiobenZophe 
none, 4,4'-bis(dibutylamino)thiobenZophenone, 4-dimethy 
laminothiobenZophenone, 
p-dimethylaminobenZalacetophenone, l ,3 -bis(4'-dimethy 
laminobenZal)acetone, malachite green lactone, crystal vio 
let lactone, 3-diethylamino-6-methyl?uoran, 3-diethy 
lamino-6-methyl-7-anis?uoran, tropinone, cryptopine, 
hygrine, hydrastine, lobelanine, tetraglycidyl metaxylenedi 
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amine, tetraglycidyl-1,3-bisaminomethylcyclohexane, tetra 
glycidylaminodiphenylmethane, triglycidyl-p-aminophenol, 
triglycidyl-m-aminophenol, diglycidylaniline, diglycidy 
lorthotoluidine, 2-dimethylaminopropanesultone, 2-diethy 
laminobutanesultone, triethoxy-(4-dimethylaminobutyl)si 
lane, dimethylaminoethyl acrylate, diethylaminoethyl 
acrylate, and dioctylaminoethyl acrylate. Furthermore, com 
pounds shown by the general formula (VII) below can be 
used preferably. 

[0128] Where R" is an alkyl group having 1 to 22 carbon 
atoms, a cycloalkyl group, an arylalkyl group, an aryl group 
or a substituted aryl group, and n is an integer of 0 to 6. 
Examples of such a compound include m- or p-(2-dimethy 
laminoethyl)styrene, m- or p-(2-diethylaminoethyl)styrene, 
dibutylaminoethylstyrene, dioctylaminoethylstyrene, di(2 
ethylhexyl)aminoethyl styrene, and dioctadecylaminoethyl 
styrene. 

(v11) 

[0129] As the compound having a tertiary amino group of 
(xxv) as described above, the folloWing compounds are 
preferable: 4,4'-bis(dimethylamino)benZophenone, 4,4'-bis 
(diethylamino)benZophenone, 4,4'-bis(diethylami 
no)thiobenZophenone, p-dimethylaminobenZalacetophe 
none, 1,3-bis(4'-dimethylaminobenZal)acetone, p-(2 
dimethylaminoethyl)styrene, m- (2 
dimethylaminoethyl)styrene, p-(2 
diethylaminoethyl) styrene and m- (2 
diethylaminoethyl) styrene. 

[0130] As the silicon compounds (xxvi), compounds hav 
ing a hydrolysable organic functional group other than 
halogen are preferable. Examples thereof include tetraethox 
ysilane, trimethoxymonochlorosilane, triethoxymonochlo 
rosilane, triethoxymonobromosilane, diethoxymonochlo 
romonomethylsilane, triethoxymonomethylsilane, 
trimethoxymonomethylsilane, diethoxydimethylsilane, 
dimethoxydimethylsilane, methyltriacetoxysilane, chlorom 
ethyltriethoxysilane, 3-chloropropyltriethoxysilane, 3-tri 
methoxysilylpropyl chloride, [3-(3,4-epoxycyclohexyl)eth 
yltrimethoxysilane, y-glycidoxypropyltrimethoxysilane, 
y-glycidoxypropylmethyldiethoxysilane, y-glycidoxypropy 
ltriethoxysilane, 3-iodopropyltrimethoxysilane, and 3-isocy 
anatopropyltriethoxysilane. Among these, trialkoxysilane 
compounds such as triethoxymonochlorosilane, trimethoxy 
monochlorosilane, triethoxymonobromosilane, y-glycidox 
ypropyltrimethoxysilane, y-glycidoxypropyltriethoxysilane, 
3-iodopropyltrimethoxysilane, 3-isocyanatopropyltriethox 
ysilane, and 3-trimethoxysilylpropyl chloride are preferable. 

[0131] Examples of the tin compounds (xxvii) include tin 
tetrachloride, monobutyltin trichloride, tin tetramethoxide, 
trimethyltin chloride, tributyltin chloride, trioctyltin chlo 
ride, tributyltin bromide, dibutyltin bromide, dioctyltin bro 
mide, phenyl tributyl tin, tributyltin methoxide, benZyl tribu 
tyl tin, diphenyl dibutyl tin, dibutyltin dimethoxide, dibenZyl 
dibutyl tin, tributyltin phenoxide, dibutyltin diphenoxide, 
tricyclohexyltin chloride, dicyclohexyltin dichloride, and 
tridecyltin chloride. 
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[0132] As described above, among the functional groups 
including the hetero atom contained in the thermoplastic 
resin (B), a hydroxyl group, a trialkoxysilyl group and a 
carbonyl group are preferable. In order to introduce such a 
functional group, it is preferable to use at least one selected 
from the group consisting of the compounds having an 
epoxy group (xix), trialkoxysilane compounds of the silicon 
compounds (xxvi) and carbon dioxide as the end treatment 
agent. A treatment With such an end treatment agent can 
provide a polymer that contains a desired functional group 
having a hetero atom at its molecular terminal. 

[0133] The end treatment agent is used generally in a ratio 
of 0.5 to 2 mols, preferably 0.7 to 1.5 mols, and more 
preferably 0.9 to 1.3 mols, With respect to one mol of the 
alkali metal located at the terminal of the polymer. 

[0134] Thus, employing the above-mentioned method 3), 
the thermoplastic resin (B) having the functional group 
including the hetero atom at its terminal and having the 
carbon-carbon double bond can be obtained. In order to 
exhibit the effect of the compatibility as described above, the 
thermoplastic resin (B) preferably contains at least 0.15 
functional groups per molecule of the thermoplastic resin 
(B), more preferably at least 0.3 functional groups, and even 
more preferably 0.5 functional groups. During the above 
described reaction, a coupling reaction may occur betWeen 
polymer molecules, depending on the conditions such as the 
type of the end treatment agent, the structure of the polymer, 
the solvent used for polymerization, the reaction tempera 
ture, and the reaction apparatus. In this case, the functional 
group contained in the end treatment agent is introduced to 
the main chain of the polymer molecule. 

[0135] The method 4) of polymerizing monomers that can 
form the carbon-carbon double bond in a molecule to 
provide a polymer, and bonding a monomer having the 
functional group (or a monomer that can form the functional 
group) to the polymer by a reaction is useful, for example, 
as a method for producing the thermoplastic resin (B) having 
a boron-containing polar group <7>. 

[0136] For example, a thermoplastic resin having a car 
bon-carbon double bond is prepared beforehand, and is 
reacted With a borane complex and a boric acid trialkyl ester 
in a nitrogen atmosphere so that a thermoplastic resin having 
a boronic acid dialkyl ester group is obtained. Then, Water 
or an alcohol is reacted thereWith, if necessary, so that the 
boron-containing functional group is introduced to the car 
bon-carbon double bond of the thermoplastic resin by an 
addition reaction. Thus, the thermoplastic resin (B) having 
the boron-containing polar group can be obtained. In this 
production method, if a thermoplastic resin having a double 
bond at its terminal is used as a raW material, a thermoplastic 
resin having a boron-containing polar group at its terminal 
can be obtained. If a thermoplastic resin having a double 
bond at its side chain or main chain is used as a raW material, 
a thermoplastic resin having a boron-containing polar group 
at its side chain can be obtained. 

[0137] Preferable examples of the borane complex used 
for the above reaction include borane-tetrahydrofuran com 
plex, borane-dimethyl sul?de complex, borane-pyridine 
complex, borane-trimethylamine complex, and borane-tri 
ethylamine complex. Among those, borane-trimethylamine 
complex and borane-triethylamine complex are more pref 
erable. The amount of the borane complex to be employed 
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is preferably 1/3 mols to 10 mols With respect to one mol of 
the carbon-carbon double bond of the thermoplastic resin. 

[0138] Preferable examples of the boric acid trialkyl ester 
include boric acid loWer alkyl esters such as trimethyl 
borate, triethyl borate, tripropyl borate, and tributyl borate. 
The amount of boric acid trialkyl ester to be used is 
preferably 1 mol to 100 mols With respect to one mol of the 
carbon-carbon double bond of the thermoplastic resin. It is 
not necessary to use a solvent, but if a solvent is used, a 
saturated hydrocarbon solvent such as hexane, heptane, 
octane, decane, dodecane, cyclohexane, ethylcyclohexane, 
and decalin are preferable. 

[0139] The reaction temperature is generally in the range 
from 25 to 3000 C., preferably 100 to 2500 C., and the 
reaction is performed at a temperature in this range for 1 min 
to 10 hours, preferably 5 min to 5 hours. 

[0140] The boronic acid dialkyl ester group introduced to 
the thermoplastic resin by the above-described reaction can 
be converted to a boronic acid group by hydrolysis by a 
method generally utiliZed in the art. Alternatively, the 
boronic acid dialkyl ester group can be converted to a 
desired boronic acid ester group by transesteri?cation With 
an alcohol by a regular method. Furthermore, the boronic 
acid dialkyl ester group can be converted to a boronic 
anhydride group by heating for dehydration, or converted to 
a boronate group by being reacted With a metal hydroxide or 
a metal alcoholate by a regular method. 

[0141] The conversion of the boron-containing functional 
group as described above is performed, in general, using an 
organic solvent such as toluene, xylene, acetone and ethyl 
acetate. Examples of the alcohol include monohydric alco 
hols such as methanol, ethanol, and butanol; polyhydric 
alcohols such as ethylene glycol, propylene glycol, 1,3 
propanediol, 1,3-butanediol, neopentyl glycol, glycerin, tri 
methylolethane, pentaerythritol, and dipentaerythritol. 
Examples of the metal hydroxide include hydroxides of 
alkali metals such as sodium and potassium. Examples of the 
metal alcoholate include metal alcoholate formed from a 
metal and the above-listed alcohol. These substances are not 
limited to those listed above. Their amounts are generally 1 
to 100 mols With respect to one mol of the boronic acid 
dialkyl ester group. 

[0142] Thus, the thermoplastic resin (B) having the boron 
containing polar group as the functional group including the 
hetero atom can be obtained. There is no limitation regard 
ing the content of the boron-containing polar group in the 
thermoplastic resin (B) that has a boron-containing polar 
group as the functional group including the hetero atom, but 
it is preferably 0.0001 to 1 meq/g (milliequivalent/g), in 
particular, preferably 0.001 to 0.1 meq lg. 

[0143] The thermoplastic resin (B) having the carbon 
carbon double bond and the functional group including the 
hetero atom in its molecule is formed by either one of the 
above-described reactions. For example, the thermoplastic 
resin (B) can be obtained by the process of adding a 
polymeriZation reaction mixture dropWise into a poor sol 
vent such as methanol, causing precipitation, and then 
heating or drying the recovered precipitate under reduced 
pressure. Alternatively, the thermoplastic resin (B) can be 
obtained by the process of adding a polymerization reaction 
mixture into boiling Water dropWise to cause aZeotrope to 
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remove the solvent, and then heating or drying the resultant 
residue under reduced pressure. The double bonds present 
after polymeriZation can be partly reduced With hydrogen 
Within a range not interfering With the effects of the resin 
composition of the present invention. 

[0144] The molecular Weight of the thermoplastic resin 
(B) is preferably 1000 to 500000, more preferably 10000 to 
250000, even more preferably 40000 to 200000. When the 
molecular Weight of the thermoplastic resin (B) is less than 
1000, the dispersibility thereof to the polyvinyl alcohol resin 
(A) may be reduced, so that the transparency, the gas barrier 
properties and the oxygen scavenging function may dete 
riorate. When the molecular Weight of the thermoplastic 
resin (B) exceeds 500000, in addition to the above-described 
problems, the processability of the resin composition may 
deteriorate. 

[0145] The thermoplastic resin (B) may be a single resin 
or a mixture of a plurality of resins. 

[0146] In the ?rst and the second resin compositions of the 
present invention, it is preferable that the difference in the 
refractive index betWeen the thermoplastic resin (B) and the 
polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) is 0.01 or less. When the 
difference in the refractive index betWeen the polyvinyl 
alcohol resin (A) and the thermoplastic resin (B) exceeds 
0.01, the transparency of the obtained resin composition 
may deteriorate. The difference in the refractive index is 
more preferably 0.007 or less, and even more preferably 
0.005 or less. When the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) includes 
tWo or more polyvinyl alcohol resins (e.g., different tWo 
kinds of EVOH), the average of the refractive indices is 
calculated based on the refractive indices and the blend 
Weight ratio of the tWo or more polyvinyl alcohol resins, and 
this average is determined as the refractive index of the 
blend. 

[0147] The thermoplastic resin (B) can contain an anti 
oxidant. As the antioxidant, for example, the folloWing 
compounds can be used: 2,5-di-tert-butylhydroquinone, 2,6 
di-ter‘t-butyl-p-cresol, 4,4,'-thiobis(6-tert-butylphenol), 2,2‘ 
methylene-bis(4-methyl-6-tert-butylphenol), octadecyl-3 
(3',5'-di-ter‘t-butyl-4'-hydroxyphenyl)propionate, 4,4‘ 
thiobis(6-tert-butylphenol), 2-tert-butyl-6-(3-tert-butyl-2 
hydroxy-5-methylbenZyl)-4-methylphenylacrylate, 
pentaerythritoltetrakis(3-laurylthiopropionate) and the like. 
[0148] The amount of the antioxidant to be added is 
determined as appropriate, in vieW of the kinds and the 
contents of components of the resin composition, and the use 
and the storage conditions of the resin composition, and the 
like. In general, the amount of the antioxidant contained in 
the thermoplastic resin (B) is preferably 0.01 to 1% by 
Weight, more preferably 0.02 to 0.5% by Weight, based on 
the total Weight of the thermoplastic resin (B) and the 
antioxidant. If a large amount of antioxidant is added, 
reaction of the thermoplastic resin (B) and oxygen is 
blocked, so that the oxygen barrier properties and the 
oxygen scavenging function of the resin composition of the 
present invention may be insuf?cient. On the other hand, if 
the amount of the antioxidant is too small, the reaction With 
oxygen proceeds during storage or melt-kneading of the 
thermoplastic resin (B), so that the oxygen scavenging 
function may be loWered before the resin composition of the 
present invention is actually put to use. 

[0149] For example, in the case Where the thermoplastic 
resin (B) is stored at a comparatively loW temperature or 
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under an inactive gas atmosphere, or the resin composition 
is produced by melt-kneading in a nitrogen-sealed state, the 
amount of the antioxidant can be small. In the case Where an 
oxidation catalyst is added at melt mixing to facilitate 
oxidation, even though the thermoplastic resin (B) contains 
a certain amount of an antioxidant, a resin composition 
having good oxygen scavenging function can be obtained. 

(Transition Metal Salt (C)) 

[0150] The second resin composition and the fourth resin 
composition of the present invention should contain a tran 
sition metal salt (C). It is preferable that the ?rst resin 
composition and the third resin composition of the present 
invention contain a transition metal salt (C). The transition 
metal salt (C) has an effect of improving the oxygen scav 
enging function of the resin composition by facilitating the 
oxidation reaction of the thermoplastic resin (B). For 
example, the transition metal salt (C) facilitates a reaction of 
the thermoplastic resin (B) and oxygen present inside a 
packaging material obtained from the resin composition of 
the present invention as Well as a reaction of the thermo 
plastic resin (B) and oxygen that passes through the pack 
aging material, so that the oxygen barrier properties and the 
oxygen scavenging function of the packaging material can 
be improved. 

[0151] In the second resin composition of the present 
invention, the transition metal salt (C) is contained in an 
amount of 1 to 5000 ppm in terms of the metal element. In 
other Words, the transition metal salt (C) is contained in a 
ratio of 1 to 5000 parts by Weight in terms of the metal 
element With respect to the total amount of the polyvinyl 
alcohol resin (A) and the thermoplastic resin (B) of 1,000, 
000 parts by Weight. More preferably, the transition metal 
salt (C) is contained in the range of 5 to 1000 ppm, and even 
more preferably 10 to 500 ppm. If the content of the 
transition metal salt (C) is less than 1 ppm, the effect of the 
addition is insuf?cient. On the other hand, if the content of 
the transition metal salt (C) is more than 5000 ppm, the 
thermal stability of the resin composition of the present 
invention may be degraded, and decomposed gas, gels or 
aggregates may be generated signi?cantly. In the ?rst resin 
composition, if the transition metal salt (C) is contained, it 
is preferable that the transition metal salt (C) is contained in 
the same ratio as that for the second resin composition. 

[0152] In the fourth resin composition of the present 
invention, the transition metal salt (C) is contained in an 
amount of 1 to 50000 ppm in terms of the metal element on 
the basis of the Weight of the thermoplastic resin (B). More 
preferably, the transition metal salt (C) is contained in a ratio 
of 5 to 10000 ppm, even more preferably 10 to 5000 ppm. 
If the content of the transition metal salt (C) is less than 1 
ppm, the effect of the addition is insu?icient. On the other 
hand, if the content of the transition metal salt (C) is more 
than 50000 ppm, the thermal stability of the resin compo 
sition of the present invention may be degraded, and decom 
posed gas, gels or aggregates are generated signi?cantly. In 
the third resin composition of the present invention if the 
transition metal salt (C) is contained, it is preferable that the 
transition metal salt (C) is contained in the same ratio as that 
for the fourth resin composition. 

[0153] Examples of the transition metal contained in the 
transition metal salt (C) include, but are not limited to, iron, 
nickel, copper, manganese, cobalt, rhodium, titanium, chro 
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mium, vanadium, and ruthenium. Among these metals, iron, 
nickel, copper, manganese, and cobalt are preferable, With 
manganese and cobalt being more preferable, and cobalt 
being even more preferable. 

[0154] Examples of counter ions of the metal contained in 
the transition metal salt (C) include anions derived from 
organic acids or chlorides. Examples of the organic acids 
include, but are not limited to, acetic acid, stearic acid, 
acetylacetone, dimethyldithiocarbamic acid, palmitic acid, 
2-ethylhexanoic acid, neodecanoic acid, linoleic acid, tallic 
acid, oleic acid, resin acid, capric acid, and naphthenic acid. 
Especially preferred salts are cobalt 2-ethylhexanoate, 
cobalt neodecanoate, and cobalt stearate. The metal salt may 
be a so-called ionomer having a polymeric counter ion. 

(Resin Composition) 
[0155] The ?rst resin composition and the second resin 
composition of the present invention contain 70 to 99.9% by 
Weight of polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) and 0.1 to 30% by 
Weight of the thermoplastic resin (B) other than the polyvi 
nyl alcohol resin (A). If the content of the polyvinyl alcohol 
resin (A) is less than 70% by Weight, the molded article such 
as a multilayered container formed of the resin composition 
has poor transparency and poor gas barrier properties against 
oxygen gas, carbon dioxide gas or the like. On the other 
hand, if the content is more than 99.9% by Weight, the 
content of the thermoplastic resin (B) is small, so that the 
oxygen barrier properties and the oxygen scavenging func 
tion are degraded. Preferable contents are 80 to 99% by 
Weight for the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) and 1 to 20% by 
Weight for the thermoplastic resin (B), and more preferably, 
85 to 98.5% by Weight for the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) 
and 1.5 to 15% by Weight for the thermoplastic resin (B). 

[0156] The oxygen absorption rate of the ?rst resin com 
position of the present invention should be 0.001 ml/m2~day 
or more, preferably 0.01 ml/m2~day or more, and more 
preferably 0.05 ml/m2~day or more. When the oxygen 
absorption rate is less than 0.001 ml/m2~day, the oxygen 
barrier properties and the oxygen scavenging effect of a 
molded article formed of the resultant resin composition 
may be insu?icient. It is preferable that the second resin 
composition of the present invention also has an oxygen 
absorption rate of the above-described values or more. 

[0157] The oxygen absorption rate of the third resin com 
position of the present invention should be 0.1 ml/rn2~day or 
more, preferably 0.5 ml/m2~day or more, more preferably 1 
ml/m2~day or more, and even more preferably 10 ml/m2~day 
or more. It is preferable that the fourth resin composition of 
the present invention also has an oxygen absorption rate of 
the above-described values or more. The oxygen absorption 
rate is the volume of oxygen absorbed by a ?lm of the resin 
composition per unit surface area in a unit period of time, 
When the ?lm is left in the air With a predetermined volume. 
A speci?c method for measuring the rate Will be described 
in the examples later. 

[0158] The ?rst and the second resin compositions of the 
present invention may contain a thermoplastic resin (D) 
other than the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) and the thermo 
plastic resin (B) to the extent that does not impair the effects 
of the present invention. The third and the fourth resin 
compositions of the present invention also may contain a 
thermoplastic resin (D) other than the thermoplastic resin 
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(B) to the extent that does not impair the effects of the 
present invention. Examples of the thermoplastic resin (D) 
include, but not limited to, the following compounds: poly 
ole?ns such as polyethylene, polypropylene, ethylene-pro 
pylene copolymer, a copolymer including ethylene or pro 
pylene, poly-4-methyl-1-pentene and poly-1-butene; 
polyesters such as polyethylene terephthalate, polybutylene 
terephthalate and polyethylene naphthalate; polyamides 
such as poly e-caprolactam, polyhexamethylene adipamide 
and polymetaxylylene adipamide; polyvinylidene chloride, 
polyvinyl chloride, polystyrene, polyacrylonitrile, polycar 
bonate, and polyacrylate. 

[0159] In the resin composition of the present invention, 
various additives can be added Within a range not interfering 
With the function and the effects of the present invention. 
Examples of such additives include an antioxidant, a plas 
ticiZer, a thermal stabilizer, an ultraviolet absorber, an anti 
static agent, a lubricant, a colorant, a ?ller, a desiccant, or 
other polymer compounds. 

[0160] Among the above additives, as the thermal stabi 
liZer (melt stabiliZer), one or more substances selected from 
hydrotalcite compounds and metal salts of higher aliphatic 
carboxylic acids can be used preferably. These compounds 
can prevent generation of gels or ?sheyes during the pro 
duction of the resin composition, and can further improve 
the stability in a long time operation. It is preferable that 
these compounds are contained in an amount of 0.01 to lWt 
% With respect to the Whole resin composition. 

[0161] As the metal salts of higher aliphatic carboxylic 
acids, metal salts of higher fatty acids having 8 to 22 carbon 
atoms are used. Examples of higher fatty acids having 8 to 
22 carbon atoms include lauric acid, stearic acid, and 
myristic acid. Examples of the metals of the metal salts 
include sodium, potassium, magnesium, calcium, Zinc, 
barium and aluminum. Among these, alkaline-earth metals 
such as magnesium, calcium and barium are preferred. 
Among such metal salts of higher aliphatic carboxylic acids, 
calcium stearate and magnesium stearate are preferred. 

[0162] A preferable melt ?oW rate (MFR) (2100 C., 2160 
g load, according to JIS K7210) of the resin composition of 
the present invention is 0.1 to 100 g10 min., more preferably 
0.5 to 50 g/10 min., and even more preferably 1 to 30 g/10 
min. When the melt ?oW rate of the resin composition of the 
present invention fails to fall Within the above range, the 
processability in melt-molding can become poor in many 
cases. 

[0163] It is preferable that in the ?rst and the second resin 
compositions of the present invention, the particles of the 
thermoplastic resin (B) are dispersed in the matrix contain 
ing the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A). A molded article made 
of such a resin composition has good transparency, gas 
barrier properties and oxygen scavenging function. In this 
case, it is preferable that the average particle siZe of the 
thermoplastic resin (B) is 10 uM or less. When the average 
particle siZe is more than 10 um, the area of the interface 
betWeen the thermoplastic resin (B) and the matrix made of 
the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) and the like becomes small, 
so that the oxygen gas barrier properties and the oxygen 
scavenging function may be degraded. The average particle 
siZe of the particles of the thermoplastic resin (B) is pref 
erably 5 pm or less, more preferably 2 um or less. 
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(Processing of Resin Composition) 

[0164] The method for mixing the components of the resin 
composition of the present invention is not limited to a 
particular method. The components can be mixed in any 
order. For example, When mixing the polyvinyl alcohol resin 
(A), the thermoplastic resin (B) and the transition metal salt 
(C), they can be mixed simultaneously. Alternatively, the 
thermoplastic resin (B) and the transition metal salt (C) can 
be mixed, and then the mixture can be mixed With the 
polyvinyl alcohol resin (A). Moreover, the polyvinyl alcohol 
resin (A) and the transition metal salt (C) can be mixed, and 
then the mixture can be mixed With the thermoplastic resin 
(B). Alternatively, the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) and the 
thermoplastic resin (B) can be mixed, and then the mixture 
can be mixed With the transition metal salt (C). Furthermore, 
the mixture obtained by mixing the polyvinyl alcohol resin 
(A) and the thermoplastic resin (B) can be mixed With the 
mixture obtained by mixing the polyvinyl alcohol resin (A) 
and the transition metal salt (C). 

[0165] As a speci?c method of mixing, melt-kneading is 
preferable because of the simpli?ed process and the cost. In 
this case, it is preferable to use an apparatus With high 
kneading ability to alloW the components to be ?nely and 
uniformly dispersed, because this can provide good oxygen 
absorption performance and good transparency, and can 
prevent gels and aggregates from being generated or mixed. 

[0166] As the apparatus having a high kneading level, 
continuous kneaders such as a continuous intensive mixer 
and a kneading type tWin screW extruder (co-rotation or 
counter-rotation), a mixing roll, and a Ko-kneader; batch 
kneaders such as a high-speed mixer, a Banbury mixer, an 
intensive mixer, or a pressure kneader; an apparatus using a 
rotary disk having a trituration mechanism such as a stone 
mill, for example, the KCK Kneading Extruder from KCK 
Co., Ltd.; a single screW extruder provided With a kneading 
section (e.g., Dulmage and CTM); and a simple kneader 
such as a ribbon blender and a Brabender mixer can be used. 
Among the above, continuous kneaders are preferable. 
Examples of available continuous intensive mixers include 
FCM from Farrel Corp., CIM from The Japan Steel Works, 
Ltd., and KCM, LCM, and ACM from Kobe Steel, Ltd. It is 
preferable to use an apparatus equipped With a single screW 
extruder underneath such a kneader to perform kneading and 
extrusion pelletiZing simultaneously. Also as a tWin screW 
kneading extruder equipped With a kneading disk or a 
kneading rotor, for example, TEX from Japan Steel Works, 
Ltd., ZSK from Werner & P?eiderer Corp., TEM from 
Toshiba Machine Co., Ltd., and PCM from Ikegai Tekko Co, 
Ltd. can be used. 

[0167] In these continuous kneaders, the shape of the rotor 
or disk plays a key role. In particular, the gap betWeen the 
mixing chamber and the rotor chip or the disk chip (chip 
clearance) is important. Being too narroW or too Wide fails 
to provide a mixture With a good dispersibility. The optimal 
chip clearance is in the range of 1 to 5 mm. 

[0168] The rotational speed of the rotor of the kneader is 
generally 100 to 1200 rpm, preferably 150 to 1000 rpm, and 
more preferably 200 to 800 rpm. The inner diameter (D) of 
the chamber of the kneader is, for example, 30 mm or more, 
preferably in the range of 50 to 400 mm. The ratio (L/D) of 
the length (L) to the diameter (D) of the chamber of the 
kneader is preferably 4 to 30. A single kneader may be used, 
or tWo or more kneaders may be coupled for use. 



US 2007/0243351 A1 

[0169] The kneading temperature is generally in the range 
of 50 to 300° C. It is preferable to perform extrusion at loW 
temperatures With the hopper port sealed With nitrogen in 
order to prevent oxidation of the thermoplastic resin (B). A 
longer kneading period provides better results. However, 
considering the prevention of oxidation of the thermoplastic 
resin (B) and the production ef?ciency, the kneading time is 
generally 10 to 600 seconds, preferably 15 to 200 seconds, 
even more preferably 15 to 150 seconds. 

[0170] The resin composition of the present invention can 
be molded into various molded articles such as ?lms, sheets, 
containers or other packaging materials by using various 
molding methods as appropriate. In this case, the resin 
composition of the present invention can be subjected to 
molding after being formed into pellets, or the components 
of the resin composition can be subjected directly to mold 
ing after being dry-blended. 

[0171] With respect to molding methods and molded 
articles, for example, the resin composition of the present 
invention can be molded into ?lms, sheets, pipes and the like 
by melt extrusion molding, into containers by injection 
molding and into bottle-like holloW containers by bloW 
molding. As the bloW molding, it is preferable to employ 
includes extrusion bloW molding Where a parison is formed 
by extrusion molding and bloWn for obtaining a molded 
article, and injection bloW molding Where a preform is 
formed by injection molding and bloWn for obtaining a 
molded article. 

(Multilayered Structure and Multilayered Container) 

[0172] In the present invention, the molded article pro 
duced by the above-described molding methods may be 
composed of a single layer, but it is preferable that the 
molded article is in the form of a multilayered structure 
obtained by laminating a layer of the resin composition of 
the present invention and other layers, in vieW of providing 
characteristics such as mechanical properties, Water vapor 
barrier properties, and further oxygen barrier properties. 

[0173] Examples of a layer structure of the multilayered 
structure includes x/y, x/y/x, x/Z/y, x/Z/y/Z/x, x/y/x/y/x, and 
x/Z/y/Z/x/Z/y/Z/x, Where x denotes a layer made of a resin 
other than the resin composition of the present invention, y 
denotes the resin composition layer of the present invention, 
and Z denotes an adhesive resin layer, but the structure is not 
limited to these structures. In the case Where a plurality of 
x layers are provided, such layers may be made of the same 
kind of resin or of different kinds of resin. A recovered resin 
layer made of scraps generated by trimming during molding 
may be additionally formed, or such recovered resin may be 
blended in a layer made of another resin. The thickness of 
the layers of the multilayered structure is not limited to a 
particular thickness. HoWever, the ratio of the thickness of 
the y layer to the total thickness of all the layers is preferably 
2 to 20%, in vieW of the moldability, the cost or the like. 

[0174] A thermoplastic resin is preferable as a resin used 
for the x layer in vieW of the processability or the like. 
Examples of such a thermoplastic resin include, but are not 
limited to, the folloWing resins: polyole?ns such as poly 
ethylene, polypropylene, ethylene-propylene copolymer, a 
copolymer including ethylene or propylene, poly-4-methyl 
l-pentene and poly-l-butene; polyesters such as polyethyl 
ene terephthalate, polybutylene terephthalate, and polyeth 

Oct. 18, 2007 

ylene naphthalate; polyamides such as poly e-caprolactam, 
polyhexamethylene adipamide, and polymetaxylylene adi 
pamide; polyvinylidene chloride, polyvinyl chloride, poly 
styrene, polyacrylonitrile, polycarbonate, and polyacrylate. 
Such a thermoplastic resin layer may be a non-oriented layer 
or a layer subjected to uniaxial or biaxial draWing or rolling. 

[0175] Among these thermoplastic resins, polyole?ns are 
preferable because of their excellent moisture-resistance, 
mechanical properties, economy, heat sealing properties and 
the like. Polyesters are preferable because of excellent 
mechanical properties, heat resistance or the like. 

[0176] On the other hand, there is no limitation regarding 
the adhesive resin used for the Z layer, and any adhesive 
resin can be used, as long as it can bind the layers to each 
other. HoWever, preferably used are polyurethane or poly 
ester one-component or tWo-component curing adhesives, 
and carboxylic acid-modi?ed polyole?n resin. The carboxy 
lic acid-modi?ed polyole?n resin is an ole?n polymer or 
copolymer containing an unsaturated carboxylic acid or an 
anhydride thereof (e.g., maleic anhydride) as a copolymer 
component; or a graft copolymer obtained by grafting an 
unsaturated carboxylic acid or anhydride thereof to an ole?n 
polymer or a copolymer. 

[0177] Among these, a carboxylic acid-modi?ed polyole 
?n resin is more preferable. In particular, When the x layer 
is a polyole?n resin, the adhesion With the y layer is good. 
Examples of such a carboxylic acid-modi?ed polyole?n 
resin include a resin obtained by carboxylic acid modi?ca 
tion of polyethylene (loW density polyethylene (LDPE), 
linear loW density polyethylene (LLDPE), or very loW 
density polyethylene (VLDPE)), polypropylene, polypropy 
lene copolymer, an ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer, and 
ethylene-(meth)acrylate (for example, methyl acrylate or 
ethyl acrylate) copolymers. 
[0178] Examples of the method for producing the multi 
layered structure include, but are not limited to, extrusion 
lamination, dry lamination, coinjection molding and coex 
trusion molding. Examples of the coextrusion molding 
includes coextrusion lamination, coextrusion sheet molding, 
coextrusion in?ation process, and coextrusion bloW mold 
mg. 

[0179] The sheet, ?lm, parison and the like of the thus 
obtained multilayered structure may further be reheated at a 
temperature beloW the melting point of the contained resin 
and stretched uniaxially or biaxially by thermoforming such 
as draW forming, rolling, pantographic draWing, in?ation 
draWing or bloW molding, so that stretched molded products 
can be obtained. 

[0180] Since the transparency of the resin composition of 
the present invention is good, it is preferable that the layers 
of other resin to be laminated have good transparency in 
order to provide a packaging container that alloWs its 
content to be clearly visible. In vieW of these aspects, it is 
preferable that the haZe of the multilayered structure having 
the resin composition layer of the present invention is 10% 
or less, more preferably 5% or less, and even more prefer 
ably 3% or less. 

[0181] The molded articles using the multilayered struc 
ture can be used in various applications. In particular, When 
the multilayered structure is used as multilayered containers, 
the advantages provided by the multilayered structure are 
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signi?cantly prominent. Furthermore, layers having high 
Water vapor barrier properties are provided on both sides or 
on the highly humid side of the resin composition layer of 
the present invention is preferable in that the retention 
period of the oxygen scavenging function is particularly 
prolonged, and as a result, very high gas barrier properties 
can be retained for a long time. On the other hand, the 
multilayered container having the resin composition layer as 
the innermost layer (innermost side of the container) is 
preferable in that the oxygen scavenging function in the 
container can be exerted promptly. 

[0182] Furthermore, since the resin composition of the 
present invention has good transparency, it is suitable for a 
packaging container that alloWs its content to be clearly 
visible. Among such packaging containers, the folloWing 
tWo embodiments of packaging containers have a strict 
requirement for transparency and thus particularly receive a 
bene?t from the resin composition of the present invention. 
One embodiment is a container composed of a multilayered 
?lm having a total thickness of 300 or less and including a 
layer made of the resin composition of the present invention. 
The other embodiment is a multilayered container including 
at least one layer made of the resin composition of the 
present invention and at least one thermoplastic polyester 
(PES) layer. These containers Will be described beloW in this 
order. 

[0183] The container composed of a multilayered ?lm 
having a total thickness of 300% or less and including a 
layer made of the resin composition of the present invention 
is a ?exible container composed of a multilayered structure 
having a relatively small total thickness and generally is 
processed into the form of a pouch or the like. This container 
has excellent gas barrier properties, and further has a con 
tinuous oxygen scavenging function, and the production is 
simple, so that this container is very useful for packaging of 
a product that is highly sensitive to oxygen and susceptible 
to degradation. 

[0184] In general, for a container that requires good trans 
parency, each of the resin layers constituting the multilay 
ered structure is thin so that a thin container as a Whole can 
be produced. For example, in the case Where crystalline 
resin such as polyole?n is used, if the thickness is large, the 
transparency tends to be poor due to scattering in the crystal. 
On the other hand, if the thickness of the container is small, 
good transparency can be obtained. In general, a non 
oriented crystallized resin exhibits poor transparency, 
Whereas an oriented crystallized resin exhibits good trans 
parency. Such a uniaxially or biaxially oriented ?lm is 
generally thin. Also from this point of vieW, a thin multi 
layered structure tends to exhibit good transparency. 

[0185] The resin composition of the present invention has 
very good transparency. Therefore, the resin composition of 
the present invention can be used suitably as a container 
composed of a thin multilayered ?lm for Which transparency 
is often required. Even though the transparency of such a 
thin ?lm deteriorates over time, the extent of the deteriora 
tion is small. The thickness of such a multilayered ?lm is not 
limited to a particular thickness, but is preferably 300 pm or 
less, more preferably 250 pm or less, and even more 
preferably 200 pm or less, to retain the good transparency 
and ?exibility. The total thickness of all layers is preferably 
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10 pm or more, more preferably 20 pm or more, and even 
more preferably 30 um or more, in vieW of the mechanical 
strength as a container. 

[0186] When producing the multilayered container With a 
multilayered ?lm, there is no particular limitations regarding 
the method for producing the multilayered ?lm. For 
example, a multilayered ?lm can be formed by laminating a 
layer of the resin composition of the present invention and 
a layer of another thermoplastic resin by techniques such as 
dry lamination or coextrusion lamination. 

[0187] In the case of dry lamination, non-oriented ?lms, 
uniaxially oriented ?lms, biaxially oriented ?lms, and rolled 
?lms can be used. Among these, a biaxially oriented 
polypropylene ?lm, a biaxially oriented polyethylene 
terephthalate ?lm and a biaxially oriented poly e-capramide 
?lm are suitable because of their mechanical strength. The 
biaxially oriented polypropylene ?lm is particularly prefer 
able also in vieW of good moisture-resistance. When non 
oriented ?lms or uniaxially oriented ?lms are used, the 
laminated ?lm may further be re-heated and stretched 
uniaxially or biaxially by thermoforming such as draW 
forming, rolling, pantographic draWing, or in?ation draW 
ing, so that an oriented multilayered ?lm can be formed. 

[0188] In order to seal the obtained multilayered container, 
it is preferable to form a layer made of a heat-sealable resin 
on at least one outermost layer surface of the multilayered 
?lm in the process of producing the multilayered ?lm. 
Polyole?n such as polyethylene and polypropylene may be 
used as such a heat-sealable resin. 

[0189] The thus obtained multilayered ?lm can be pro 
cessed into, for example, a bag shape and thus a packaging 
container to be ?lled With a material is obtained. Such a 
packaging container is ?exible and convenient, and has good 
transparency and oxygen scavenging properties, so that it is 
signi?cantly useful for packaging of materials that are 
susceptible to degradation by the presence of oxygen, espe 
cially for foods or the like. 

[0190] The multilayered container including at least one 
layer made of the resin composition of the present invention 
and at least one layer made of the PES layer has good 
transparency, gas barrier properties, and excellent oxygen 
scavenging function. Therefore, the multilayered container 
is used in various forms such as a bag-shaped container, a 
cup-shaped container, or a holloW molded container. Among 
these, the holloW molded container, especially a bottle, is 
important. 

[0191] Bottles made of PBS are broadly used as containers 
for drinks at present. For this use, such bottles are required 
to prevent the contents from degrading and it is required that 
the contents, i.e., a drink, is clearly visible by the consumer. 
Moreover, When oxygen-sensitive drinks such as beer that 
easily degrade in ?avor are to be ?lled, the bottles are 
required to have signi?cantly high gas barrier properties and 
oxygen scavenging performance. 

[0192] The multilayered container containing at least one 
layer of the resin composition of the present invention and 
at least one PES layer is most suitable for the above use 
because of its advantages of keeping the quality of the 
content from degrading While retaining the transparency. 
Regarding the layer structure of the multilayered container, 
an adhesive resin layer may be provided betWeen the resin 






















