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(57) ABSTRACT 
A plastic storage and transport container (1) has a ?oor and, 
preferably perpendicular to that, a peripheral side Wall. The 
side Wall is formed from several side Wall elements (2, 3, 4), 
Which are telescopical for the purpose of changing a con 
tainer Volume, preferably in a direction perpendicular to this 
?oor. 
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Fig. 4b 
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Fig/1d 
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STORAGE AND TRANSPORT CONTAINER WITH 
TELESCOPIC SIDE WALLS 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0001] The application concerns a plastic storage and 
transport container, especially for accommodating piece 
goods and bulk goods. More particularly, this invention 
relates to such a container Which has telescoping side Walls 
to change the height of the container. 

BACKGROUND ART 

[0002] Storage or transport containers are preferably used 
for storing or transporting all kinds of piece goods and bulk 
goods. Such storage and transport containers generally con 
sist of a container ?oor and a side Wall. By piece goods is 
understood all kinds of goods, including packaged and 
unpackaged food, and by bulk materials is understood 
pourable, loose goods such as screWs, shavings, sand etc. 
Further, such storage and transport containers are also 
designed to be stackable. Of special importance in the case 
of such plastic storage and transport containers is their 
storage and return When empty. To save transport volume, 
so-called folding containers are Well-knoWn, Which are 
folded up for the purpose of storage or return. HoWever, due 
to the folding mechanism, such folding containers usually 
have insuf?cient stability or rigidity. Under high loads, for 
example When stacked together, material fracture can occur, 
especially in the area of the folding joints. Conventional 
plastic folding boxes are therefore not normally used for 
storing and transporting heavy goods. 

[0003] All these storage and transport containers have the 
disadvantage, hoWever, that the storage or transport volume 
provided cannot be varied. The useful container volume is 
given by the siZe of the container ?oor and the height of the 
side Wall. Especially When a container can only be partly 
?lled, for example, due to the maximum possible transport 
Weight, this leads to increased transport volume, Which 
Would not necessarily be caused by the volume of the 
contents accommodated, but is due to the siZe of the 
container. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] The object of the invention is to make available a 
plastic storage and transport container, Which offers a vari 
able container volume, Wherein this container volume is 
designed such that it is readily variable. This container shall 
moreover possess adequate stability. 

[0005] In accordance With the invention, the side Wall of 
the container is provided With a telescope mechanism, Which 
comprises several telescopic side Wall elements. Such a 
telescopic arrangement of individual side Wall elements 
facilitates appropriate adjustment or change of container 
volume to the quantity or siZe (more precisely, the volume) 
of the accommodated goods, combined With high stability of 
the container. The container volume is essentially adjusted 
by changing the height of the side Wall. 

[0006] Such a telescope mechanism can moreover be 
operated easily and simply and the function of the telescope 
mechanism is more or less intuitive to the user. Thus, the 
inventive container can also be transformed very easily into 
the collapsed position of the side Wall elements, in Which its 
volume is minimal, for return or storage When empty. 
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[0007] A description of the advantages of the dependent 
claims folloWs from here on: In a preferred embodiment, the 
side Wall elements are frame-like and formed as one piece. 
This confers su?iciently high strength on each side Wall 
element, since the enclosed frame-like structure dissipates 
all kinds of load forces very Well. These side Wall elements 
are mounted inside each other and capable of sliding toWard 
each other and form the side Wall of the container in the 
manner of telescope elements. Provision is made for each 
side Wall element to have an enclosed peripheral side Wall of 
de?ned height. This ensures good guidance of the telescope 
mechanism and concomitantly user-friendly smoothness in 
operation. 

[0008] In a further preferred embodiment, the container of 
the invention has precisely three side Wall elements: loWer, 
central and upper. These three side Wall elements yield a 
relatively compact container structure (favorable ratio of 
external dimensions to internal space), Whereby, at the same 
time, the container volume can be ?exibly adjusted over a 
Wide range by means of the three side Wall elements. The 
inventive container can also be made available With several 
central side Wall elements such that altogether more than 
three side Wall elements are comprised. 

[0009] In a similarly preferred embodiment, the container 
of the invention has precisely tWo side Wall elements: loWer 
and upper. Such a container offers an extremely compact 
container structure combined With relatively loW manufac 
turing costs. 

[0010] Expediently, the side Wall elements are nested 
inside one another in the collapsed position. This yields a 
very compact container structure in the collapsed position. 
In the collapsed position, that side Wall element Which forms 
the loWermost side Wall element of the side Wall in the fully 
extended condition is advantageously arranged on the inside 
and that one Which (in the extended condition) forms the 
uppermost side Wall element is arranged on the outside. In 
the fully extended condition, as seen from the container 
?oor, the transport space becomes increasingly broader and 
longer in the upWard direction, as a result of Which the 
contents to be transported can be introduced and removed 
particularly easily. 

[0011] Advantageously, the loWermost side Wall element 
is formed as one piece With the container ?oor. This confers 
a particularly stable structure. 

[0012] Advantageously, the loWer areas of the loWermost 
side Wall element and preferably also each central side Wall 
element are formed With an outWardly projecting peripheral 
edge or several projecting edge sections, Which increase(s) 
on one hand the stability of the side Wall element and on the 
other also constitute certain impact protection for the side 
Wall element and concomitantly for the entire side Wall. 
Furthermore, these edge elements form a stop for the col 
lapsed side Wall elements in the collapsed position. In a 
particularly preferred embodiment, the edge is formed such 
that, When the container is fully collapsed, a ?at exterior Wall 
is formed at least on the long sides, Which is free from 
projections or shoulders and the like, and thus can be used, 
for example, generally speaking as an advertising surface. 

[0013] The side Wall elements, Which can telescope into 
each other, are provided With guide surfaces in order that 
hooking and jamming of the telescope mechanism during 
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collapsing and extending may be prevented. The guide 
surfaces can be formed as recessed or protruding Wall 
sections, With the correspondingly guided side Wall element 
having appropriately shaped Wall sections. 

[0014] Expediently, the container is rounded, especially in 
the comer areas of the side Wall elements, for the purpose of 
optimizing force ?oWs as Well as for loWering the risk of 
injury. 

[0015] Especially, it is provided that the individual side 
Wall elements are lockable in at least one de?ned telescope 
position. This may be effected, for example, With locking 
elements, such as detent members, snap connections or 
clamping connections. The locking mechanism is advanta 
geously formed such that locking occurs automatically, for 
example through pre-tensioned locking elements, Whose 
locking tongues or the like engage With corresponding 
detent recesses. This facilitates simple and uncomplicated 
handling of the container, but is also a substantial safety 
aspect, since the container volume de?ned by the locked 
telescope position of the side Wall elements cannot change 
unintentionally. Such detent elements can be simply 
unlocked so that the container volume may be adjusted. 

[0016] A stable locking mechanism, especially in the 
extended position, also advantageously makes it possible to 
stack the containers, even When the contents are heavy. 

[0017] For stable locking, four locking elements each are 
advantageously provided for each telescopic side Wall ele 
ment (these are usually the central side Wall elements and the 
upper side Wall element), Which are each arranged in pairs 
so as to be readily accessible at the end Walls of the container 
(more precisely, at the end faces of the respective side Wall 
element). The locking elements have a handle part, Which is 
advantageously formed like an eye, as a result of Which the 
locking element concerned, With its associated locking 
tongue, can be actuated particularly easily against a pre 
tension spring force. The handle part at an end Wall is 
thereby advantageously arranged such that it can be actuated 
comfortably simultaneously and single-handedly or by 
engagement of the thumb and index ?nger of the same hand. 
An ergonomic design of the eye area, for example through 
enlargement of a force-transmission surface, enhances con 
venience of operation and safety in use. 

[0018] In an alternative embodiment, the pairs of locking 
elements at the end faces of the side Wall elements con 
cerned are connected to a common means of actuation, such 
as a release belt or a release lever or the like or formed as 

one piece With this. Advantageously, through the application 
of force on the means of actuation, both locking elements 
can be operated at the same time against the pre-tension 
spring force, for Which, e.g., only one ?nger is needed. Such 
a means of actuation can moreover be gripped very Well 
even under di?icult conditions, a fact Which increases con 
venience of operation. 

[0019] In order that damage to the locking elements may 
be avoided, especially the handle parts or the release levers 
or the release belts, these are advantageously protectively 
arranged in a recessed Wall area or in a recess of the side Wall 
element. Essential parts of the locking elements can more 
over be arranged so as to be hidden, e. g. inside a double Wall, 
as a result of Which protection against pinching of ?ngers 
and against contamination is provided. 
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[0020] In an advantageous embodiment, the side Wall 
elements are formed in sections so as to be reinforced, eg 
by integrated cavities or reinforcing ribs or bracing ribs, 
especially in the comer areas, in order that the stability and 
strength, especially the impact strength of the side Wall 
element and thus the entire side Wall, may additionally be 
increased. 

[0021] Furthermore, the container can be provided With a 
suitable cover, Which may also be formed so as to be 
multipart, such that complete encasing of contents to be 
transported results advantageously. The cover can be formed 
as a separate element or as a hinged element. 

[0022] All elements of the previously described container 
are formed advantageously from a recyclable from a recy 
clable plastic. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0023] Further advantages arise from the folloWing 
description of an embodiment using the ?gures described 
beloW: 

[0024] FIG. 1 shoWs in several sub-diagrams (1a to 1e), 
each in perspective vieW, an inventive storage and transport 
container in different extended positions. 

[0025] FIG. 2 shoWs in tWo sub-diagrams (2a and 2b), in 
perspective vieWs, the locking mechanism in a ?rst embodi 
ment. 

[0026] FIG. 3 shoWs in a perspective vieW an inventive 
storage and transport container in the fully extended position 
With an alternative locking mechanism. 

[0027] FIG. 4 shoWs in several sub-diagrams (4a and 4b), 
in perspective vieWs, a concrete embodiment of the alter 
native locking mechanism. 

[0028] FIG. 1a shoWs the inventive storage and transport 
container designated 1. As is especially evident from FIGS. 
1b and 1d, the container 1 comprises a loWermost side Wall 
element 2, Which here is formed one-piece With the ?oor 
(more accurately: container ?oor). The container ?oor can 
be provided as required With bracing ribs to increase the 
strength, said ribs extending for example on the loWer 
surface of this container ?oor, or With a honeycomb structure 
or such like. As is especially evident from FIGS. 10 and 1d, 
this container 1 further comprises a central side Wall element 
3, and an upper side Wall element 4, i.e. has three side Wall 
elements. Of course, it is possible in addition, to form a 
container from only tWo, in that case from a loWer and an 
upper element, or With more than three side Wall elements. 

[0029] The opening of the container 1 for introducing and 
removing the contents to be transported is covered With a 
cover, Which is formed here by Way of example from tWo 
cover ?aps 5a and 5b. As particularly readily identi?able in 
FIG. 1e, the cover ?aps 5a and 5b are hinged at a long edge 
of the uppermost side Wall element 4. Both the loWermost 
side Wall element 2 and the central side Wall element 3 have 
in the loWer area an outWardly projecting peripheral edge 6 
or 7, Which may also be formed alternatively in sections, i.e. 
With interruptions. 

[0030] Each of these three side Wall elements 2, 3 and 4 
has a peripheral frame-like side Wall section (With tWo long 
sides and tWo end faces) of a de?ned height that is rounded 
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off in the comer areas for the purpose of optimizing any 
force ?oWs and for reducing the danger of injury. As evident 
from FIG. 1d especially, the comer areas of the side Wall 
elements 2, 3 and 4 are formed With reinforcing ribs. The 
external surface of each side Wall element 2, 3 and 4 of the 
long sides is additionally provided With bracing ribs. 

[0031] The central side Wall element 3 is telescopically 
mounted to the loWer side Wall element 2, more precisely 
such that the interior surfaces of the central side Wall 
element 3 face the corresponding exterior surfaces of the 
loWermost side Wall element 2, or in other Words, that the 
central side Wall element 3 comprises or encloses or 
embraces the loWermost side Wall element 2, With, hoWever, 
translational movement being possible in accordance With 
the arroW T1 in FIG. Id. In the same Way, the upper side Wall 
element 4 is movably arranged relative to the central side 
Wall element 3, in accordance With the arroW T2. The 
telescope mechanism of the upper side Wall element 4 
relative to the central side Wall element 3 is thereby inde 
pendent of the telescope mechanism of the central side Wall 
element 3 relative to the loWermost side Wall element 2. For 
better guidance and also for the purpose of increasing the 
stability of the container, the side Wall elements additionally 
have guide sections, Which by Way of example here are 
formed on the ends of the long sides. 

[0032] The illustration of FIG. 1a shoWs the container 1 
With the side Wall elements 2, 3 and 4 fully collapsed. The 
upper side Wall element 4 rests thereby upon the peripheral 
edge 7 of the central side Wall element 3, Which rests upon 
the peripheral edge 6 of the loWermost side Wall element 2. 
The peripheral edges 6 and 7 of the side Wall elements 2 and 
3 thus form a stop for the Wall element 3 or 4, each of Which 
is telescopic and guided. In this condition, the container 1 
has the smallest possible container volume. 

[0033] In the illustration of FIG. 1b, the central side Wall 
element 3 is in an extended position relative to the loWer side 
Wall element 2, Whereas the upper side Wall element 4 is in 
a collapsed position. The container volume of the container 
1 is enlarged in this condition relative to the fully collapsed 
position in accordance With FIG. 1a. 

[0034] In the condition of FIG. 10, the upper side Wall 
element 4 is in an extended position, Whereas the central side 
Wall element 3 is in a collapsed position. The container 
volume in this case is smaller than in that telescope condi 
tion Which is shoWn in FIG. 1b, as a result of Which, in this 
container embodiment, the height of the central side Wall 
element 3 is for example greater (higher) than that of the 
upper side Wall element 4. 

[0035] In the illustration of FIG. 1d, the central side Wall 
element 3 is in the fully extended position relative to the 
loWermost side Wall element 2 and the upper side Wall 
element 4 is in the fully extended position relative to the 
central side Wall element 3. The container 1 has in this case 
the maximum possible container volume, Which is available 
to the goods to be transported. FIG. 1e also shoWs these fully 
extended positions of the side Wall elements 3 and 4, in this 
case With opened covers 511 and 5b. 

[0036] From FIGS. 1a to 1d, it is evident that the container 
1 described previously in accordance With these illustrations 
can make least four different transport volumes (container 
volumes) available through simple telescoping of the side 
Wall elements 3 and 4. 
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[0037] The arrangement of the side Wall elements 2, 3 and 
4 in accordance With the illustrations in FIGS. 1d and 1e 
gives rise to an upWardly broadening and elongating trans 
port space in the fully extended position through Which the 
goods to be transported can be particularly comfortably 
inserted and removed, Without tilting occurring. 

[0038] In accordance With the illustrations in FIGS. 1a to 
1e, tWo locking elements or detent bolts 10 in recessed Wall 
areas or betWeen projecting ribs are arranged on each of the 
end faces or Walls of the central 3 and upper 4 side Wall 
element. Such an arrangement preferably in recessed Wall 
areas protects these locking elements 10 against impact. 
Each telescopic side Wall element is therefore held in 
position by altogether four locking elements, Whereby par 
ticularly stable locking results. Of course it is also possible 
to provide a greater or lesser number of such locking 
elements, advantageously, hoWever, under the condition of 
easy operability. 

[0039] As shoWn in FIGS. 2a and 2b, a locking element 10 
is formed in the shape of a rod and has at one end of a shaft 
a handle part or a handle area, Which is designed as a 
draWbar eye 11. At the opposite end of the shaft, the locking 
element has a pronounced detent tongue or a locking ele 
ment 12, Which is formed in combination With a stop 
shoulder. Additionally, the locking element 10 has tWo 
projecting spring tongues 13 roughly in the center of the 
shaft, Which push against a correspondingly formed contact 
area on the respective side Wall element and Which pre 
tension the locking element up 10 in a locking position. As 
a result of this spring pre-tensioning, such a locking element 
10 automatically moves backward into a locking position if 
it is brought by means of the draWbar eye 11 into an 
unlocking position. The locking element 10 braces itself 
against a correspondingly formed Wall area of the side Wall 
element and is guided and secured in a manner knoWn to a 
person skilled in the art in order that tilting, rotating or 
falling out may be prevented. Thus, the locking element 10 
can, e.g., have a rear mandrel, Which is guided in a longi 
tudinal groove. 

[0040] As illustrated, the handle part, that is, the draWbar 
eye 11, is ergonomically formed such that the draWbar eye’s 
inner surface provided for applying an actuating force is 
formed such that it is enlarged in order that this area may, for 
example, be optimally gripped With a ?nger and high forces 
may be applied, and in order that the danger of slipping due 
to larger contact friction may be reduced. 

[0041] Of the locking elements 10, essentially only the 
handle parts, i.e., the draWbar eyes 11, are accessible. The 
shaft, the detent tongue 12 and the spring elements 13 are 
essentially arranged and protected against damage and con 
tamination in the inside side Wall elements 3 and 4, Which 
are double-Walled in this area. Through an appropriately 
formed opening, the detent tongue 12 of the locking element 
10 can engage With a corresponding detent recess 16 in each 
of the loWer side Wall elements. Corresponding consider 
ations apply to the remaining locking elements of the 
container. 

[0042] As shoWn in the illustration of FIG. 2b, the detent 
tongue 12 of the locking element 10 of the central side Wall 
element 3 engages With a detent recess 16 on the loWer side 
Wall element 2 and is held in this engaged position by the 
spring ?aps 13 due to the pre-tensioning force. The spring 
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?aps 13 brace themselves against the rib extensions. The 
same applies to the detent tongue 12 of the locking element 
10 belonging to the upper side Wall element 4, Which 
engages With a corresponding detent recess 16 on the central 
side Wall element 3. In this Way, a speci?c telescope position 
of the central side Wall element 3 relative to the loWer side 
Wall element 2 and of the upper side Wall element 4 relative 
to the central side Wall element 3 is ?rmly locked. The loWer 
side Wall element 2 and the central side Wall element 3 each 
have tWo detent recesses 16, an upper one for the extended 
position and a loWer one for the collapsed position of the 
guided side Wall element 3 or 4. Of course, it is also possible 
for just one detent recess, in this case the upper one, to be 
provided. Also, more than tWo detent recesses are possible, 
such that corresponding intermediate telescope positions can 
be locked. The detent recesses 16 are arranged along a 
sliding surface 17, along Which the detent tongue 12 of the 
pre-tensioned locking element 10 slides When telescoping 
and engages into a corresponding recess 16 automatically 
due to the pre-tensioning. It is also possible ex Works to 
provide a plurality of detent recesses or engaging holes 16 
and only to open those Which are needed for the speci?c 
application, While the others (unneeded) remain locked by 
means of a suitable mechanism, such that the locking 
elements 10 slide over the locked engaging recesses 16 
during extending or collapsing. It is equally possible to 
equip a locking element 10 With a double tongue 16, Which 
then engages With tWo detent recesses 16, a fact Which 
markedly increases the strength of locking. Likewise, it is 
also possible to implement the locking mechanism as a 
clamping mechanism, Which leads, for example, according 
to one principle of self-locking, to locking of the telescoped 
state, With the advantage that each intermediate telescope 
position can be locked, independently of an arrangement of 
detent recesses 16. 

[0043] The arrangement of the locking elements 10 
described above is only one example, albeit an advantageous 
one, but can be effected in another Way, for example by 
arranging the locking elements 10 on the loWermost side 
Wall element 2 and on the uppermost side Wall element 4 
While the central side Wall element 3 remains free of locking 
elements. The described arrangement in the cavity of a 
double Wall area is also only one example. 

[0044] For changing the telescope position of the side Wall 
elements 3 or 4, i.e. for adjusting or adapting the container 
volume, the container 1 is placed, for example, With its 
container ?oor on a solid surface. Thereafter, the current 
locking state must be released, Which is usually done by 
simultaneous actuation of the locking elements 10 arranged 
on the end Walls by engaging thumb and index ?nger of each 
hand into the draWbar eyes 11. Afterwards, the telescope 
segment or side Wall element concerned can be raised or 
loWered. The container volume is thus changed in steps, i.e. 
only one telescope segment or a side Wall element is raised 
or loWered at a time. 

[0045] To rapidly enlarge the container capacity, it is also 
possible to hold the container 1 With both hands and, as just 
described, to brie?y bring the locking elements 10 into an 
unlocking position, Whereupon each side Wall element 
arranged beloW loWers itself doWnWard due to the force of 
gravity. The possibility of such rapid and easy enlargement 
of the container volume can especially be of great advantage 
in everyday use. For easier actuation of the telescope mecha 
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nism, the side Wall elements 3 and 4 can be pre-tensioned 
With springs as Well, such that, after locking has been 
released, these proceed automatically (in the sense of by 
themselves) into an extended position or conversely into a 
collapsed position. 
[0046] FIG. 3 shoWs an inventive container in a fully 
extended condition. This container has an alternative mecha 
nism for releasing the locking elements 10, hoWever. Instead 
of the draWbar eyes 11 described above, a release belt or a 
release lever 18 is provided here Which is connected to tWo 
detent locks 10 arranged at one end face of the side Wall 
element 3 or 4 concerned. FIG. 4a shoWs this alternative 
locking mechanism, Wherein the cavities in Which the lock 
ing elements 10 are essentially arranged, are shoWn broken 
open for better illustration. As already described above in 
connection With the embodiment With the draWbar eyes 11, 
in each case tWo detent members at each end face engage by 
means of their detent tongues 12 With corresponding detent 
recesses 16 and thereby lock each telescopically guided side 
Wall element to the guiding, i.e. loWer side Wall element. 

[0047] FIG. 4b likeWise shoWs in a perspective vieW a 
detailed vieW of this locking mechanism. At the opposite end 
of the shaft of a locking element 10, approximately in the 
region of the arrangement of the spring elements 13, the 
shaft is connected to a belt-like extension designed as 
release belt that is V-shaped and in turn is connected to a 
release lever or handle part 18. The second detent lock, also, 
has one such belt-like extension at the end opposite tongue 
12, said extension being likeWise V-shaped and also con 
nected to the same release lever 18. The release lever 18, like 
the draWbar eyes 11, is also arranged in a recessed Wall 
section for the purpose of protection. For the purpose of 
guidance, for example, the release lever 11 can have a rear 
mandrel, Which is guided in a corresponding groove of the 
side Wall element. In a preferred embodiment, the release 
lever 18 With the V-shaped connecting or release belts and 
the locking elements 10 arranged on it is designed as one 
piece, for example as an injection molded part. The transi 
tions from the locking elements 10 to the release belts and 
from these release belts to the release lever 18 are then 
designed, for example, as ?lm hinges. 

[0048] As is also evident from FIG. 4b, the V-shaped 
release belts are guided around bolt-like guides 19, With 
these guides advantageously formed in one piece With the 
side Wall element concerned. Releasing of the locking 
elements 10 pre-tensioned by the spring elements 13 in 
locking position occurs via actuation of the release lever 18, 
by release it upWard (relative to the container). This tensile 
movement is transmitted in equal parts to the V-shaped 
release belts, Which are guided around the guides 19 and 
pulls, as it Were, the locking elements 10 out of their locking 
position. After discharge of the release lever, the spring 
elements 13 effect a resetting force for the locking elements 
10, and also for the release lever 18. The result therefore is 
that force transmission from the release lever 18 to the detent 
locks 10 can also take place in another Way, for example as 
a result of Wires or bendable cords or such like. Naturally, 
such a locking mechanism can also be structured in such a 
manner that the release lever 18 must be pressed not upWard, 
but doWnWard, in order that the locking tongues 12 may be 
released. The release lever 18, too, can be designed in all 
kinds of Ways, for example With ?nger gripping holloWs. 
The release lever 18 can also be formed as a release belt, for 
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example as a one-piece continuation of the V-shaped release 
belts. Likewise, it is possible to connect such a release lever 
18 to more than tWo locking elements or also to just one 
locking element if the design of the container provides for 
this. 

[0049] In relation to the solution With draWbar eyes 11, 
such a release lever 18 has the advantage that it can be 
actuated With only one ?nger, Which makes handling of such 
a telescopic storage and transport container 1 even easier 
and more comfortable for daily, especially industrial use. 

What is claimed is: 
1. Storage and transport container of plastic, comprising 

a ?oor surrounded by a side Wall, characterized by the fact 
that the container has telescopical side Wall elements Which 
are telescopically in container height for changing the height 
of the container. 

2. Container in accordance With claim 1, characterized by 
the fact that the telescopical side Wall elements are formed 
so as to be frame-like, preferably as one piece and each 
forming a preferably closed, peripheral side Wall section of 
de?ned height. 

3. Container in accordance With claim 1 characterized by 
the fact that the container has a loWer, an upper and 
preferably at least one central side Wall element, Which form 
the side Walls. 

4. Container in accordance With claim 1 characterized by 
the fact that the container has a loWer, and and upper side 
Wall element, Which form the side Walls. 

5. Container in accordance With claim 1, characterized by 
the fact that the side Wall elements are nested inside one 
another in the collapsed position. 

6. Container in accordance With claim 5, characterized by 
the fact that the loWermost side Wall element is arranged on 
the inside in the collapsed, nested position, and that the 
upper side Wall element is arranged on the outside. 

7. Container in accordance With claim 5, characterized by 
the fact that the loWermost side Wall element is formed as 
one piece With the container ?oor. 

8. Container in accordance With claim 5, characterized by 
the fact that at least one side Wall element has, in its loWer 
area, an outWardly projecting peripheral edge, Which serves 
in the collapsed position as a stop for a central or upper side 
Wall element. 
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9. Container in accordance With claim 1, characterized by 
the fact that the side Wall elements have guide surfaces, 
preferably in the form of recessed or projecting Wall sec 
tions, and the guided side Wall elements have appropriately 
corresponding Wall sections. 

10. Container in accordance With claim 1, characterized 
by the fact that the side Wall elements are lockable in de?ned 
telescope positions. 

11. Container in accordance With claim 10, characterized 
by the fact that for the purpose of locking, at least one 
pre-tensioned locking element engages With corresponding 
detent recesses. 

12. Container in accordance With claim 11, characterized 
by the fact that tWo locking elements are arranged at the end 
faces of the upper and/or a central side Wall element. 

13. Container in accordance With claim 11 characterized 
by the fact that the locking elements have a handle part, 
Which is formed like an eye for engagement of a ?nger and 
preferably With an ergonomically enlarged force-transmis 
sion surface. 

14. Container in accordance With claim 13, characterized 
by the fact that the eye-like handle parts at the end Walls of 
the side Wall elements concerned are arranged relative to 
each other such that simultaneous single-handed operation 
of both locking elements is facilitated. 

15. Container in accordance With claim 12, characterized 
by the fact that the tWo locking elements have a common 
actuating means in the form of a release belt, a release lever 
and the like. 

16. Container in accordance With any of claim 13 char 
acterized by the fact that the eye-like handle parts or the 
common actuating means are arranged in a recess or in a 

recessed Wall-section area. 

17. Container in accordance With claim 1, characterized 
by the fact that the side Wall elements are formed so as to be 
reinforced in the corner areas. 

18. Container in accordance With claim 4, characterized 
by the fact that the upper side Wall element has at least one 
hinged cover. 


