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(57) ABSTRACT 

A multifunctional faucet has a dispensing faucet (2) for one 
or more ?uids (18, 19), a supply (10) for the ?uids (18, 19) 
and a control (5). A reader (41) is arranged associated With 
the housing of the dispensing faucet 2 or in another area. The 
reader (41) receives information sent preferably in a Wireless 
manner and is in a form such as a transponder reader or a bar 
code reader. The external information is preferably trans 
mitted by an information element such as a portable tran 
sponder, a bar code strip or the like. This information may 
be person-related and identify the user. This information 
may be evaluated and processed in a higher-level control 
(39) by means of a corresponding program, e.g., a personnel 
management program. There may be regulations concerning 
Washing cycles in restaurants or other ?elds in Which 
hygiene is critical. The compliance With these Washing 
cycles can be checked and logged on the basis of the 
personal data recorded by the reader (41). 
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MULTIFUNCTIONAL FAUCET 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This is a divisional application of application Ser. 
No. 10/998,426 ?led Nov. 29, 2004, Which is a continuation 
in-part application of and claims the bene?t (35 U.S.C. § 120 
and 365(c)) of copending International Application PCT/ 
EP2003/006573 of Jun. 23, 2003, Which designated inter 
alia the United States and Which claims the priority of 
German Application DE-GM 202 09 799.4 of Jun. 24, 2002. 
The entire contents of each application is hereby incorpo 
rated by reference in its entirety. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention pertains to a multifunctional 
faucet With a dispensing faucet for one or more ?uids, Whose 
state may vary, a sensor, a supply for the said ?uid or ?uids 
and a control. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Such a multifunctional faucet has been knoWn from 
DE-A 199 27 230. It comprises a dispensing faucet for a 
plurality of ?uids, a sensor means, a supply means for the 
?uids and a control. The dispensing faucet has a plurality of 
dispensing openings for the ?uids, Which can be sWitched 
individually in a contactless manner via the sensor system. 
The ?uids are above all Water, disinfectant, soap and the like. 
The prior-art multifunctional faucet is successfully used in 
the area of private sanitation, but also in medicine and 
industry and especially in hospitals for disinfecting the 
hands in the operating room. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] The object of the present invention is to provide an 
improved multifunctional faucet. 

[0005] According to the present invention a multifunc 
tional faucet is provided With a ?uid discharge means for 
dispensing one or more ?uids of a state that may optionally 
change and a ?uid supply means for supplying said one or 
more ?uids. The multifunctional faucet also has an infor 
mation reader associated With the ?uid discharge means for 
reading user information of any one of a plurality of user 
identi?cation elements, With each of the user identi?cation 
elements having individualiZed user information. A faucet 
control is operatively connected to the information reader 
for receiving user information read by the reader. 

[0006] According to another aspect of the present inven 
tion a system is provided for detecting user information in 
sanitary areas. The system comprises a multifunctional 
faucet With a ?uid discharge means for dispensing one or 
more ?uids of a state that may optionally change, a ?uid 
supply means for supplying the one or more ?uids, and an 
information reader associated With the faucet. A plurality of 
user information means are provided for being carried along 
by a user of a plurality of users With each user information 
means having individualized person-related user informa 
tion. The reader Wirelessly reads user information of any one 
of the plurality of user identi?cation elements. 

[0007] The system may further include a faucet control 
operatively connected to the information reader for receiv 
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ing user information read by the information reader. A 
program may be used for evaluating and processing the 
person-related user information received. 

[0008] According to another aspect of the present inven 
tion a process is provided for detecting user information in 
sanitary areas. The process comprises the steps of: 

[0009] arranging a multifunctional faucet in a position for 
use by a user, the multifunctional faucet including a ?uid 
discharge means for dispensing one or more ?uids of a state 
that may optionally change, a ?uid supply means for sup 
plying the one or more ?uids, and an information reader 
assigned to the faucet the multifunctional faucet; 

[0010] providing information means for being carried 
along by a user of a plurality of users With each user 
information means having individualiZed person-related 
user information; and 

[0011] receiving person-related user information at the 
information reader in Wireless manner from information 
means carried along by a user of a plurality of users With 
each user information means having individualiZed person 
related user. 

[0012] The reader, may recogniZe certain properties of the 
approaching persons and can identify, e.g., persons on the 
basis of a transponder signal, a bar code or the like, may be 
connected to the multifunctional faucet and operated via a 
display. Moreover, it is possible to monitor, e.g., preset 
Washing cycles of the personnel. 

[0013] Furthermore, it is advantageous for the control of 
the multifunctional faucet to be able to be connected to a 
higher-level control via a suitable data telecommunication 
interface. In addition, an alarm system circuit can be embod 
ied in conjunction With a reader or even a proximity sensor. 
The multifunctional faucet With its sensor system and its 
display can thus also be used for other higher-level purposes, 
e.g., Within the framework of building or hotel management. 

[0014] The display may be one or more displays, espe 
cially a graphics-capable optical display associated With the 
multifunctional faucet or ?tting to offer various advantages 
for the reliable, practical and intuitive operation of the 
multifunctional faucet. The operator can be informed With 
this of the particular operating state of the multifunctional 
faucet, the changes that occur due to the in?uence of the 
operator, and the set points and actual values of ?uid states, 
e.g., the desired Water temperature and the Water tempera 
ture reached by optical signaling, but additionally also 
acoustically. Special operating states, such as a cleaning 
mode, but also problem or alarm situations, can be signal 
iZed as Well. 

[0015] In addition, the operator can be guided by means of 
the display and, in particular, operating instructions can be 
given in the Written form or With self-explanatory symbols 
or pictograms. Menu guiding by various programs of the 
control of the multifunctional faucet is possible as Well. 
Moreover, the display makes possible the programming 
and/or parametrization of the control by entering data in the 
multifunctional faucet. 

[0016] The operator can operate the device more simply, 
in a more purposeful manner and more rapidly by means of 
the display, Which is in turn connected to the control of the 
multifunctional faucet. Operating errors can be extensively 
ruled out. 
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[0017] The optical display associated With the multifunc 
tional faucet may be a graphics-capable luminous display or 
a ?eld display. Organic LEDs (light emitting diodes) are 
especially favorable for this. As an alternative, it may be an 
image projection means With a projector and a projection 
surface. The complete image projection means may be 
accommodated in one variant at the multifunctional faucet, 
in Which case the image visible for the operator is formed on 
the dispensing faucet, preferably on the head area. In another 
variant, the projector may be mounted in the dispensing 
faucet and project an image to the outside onto an external 
projection surface. As a result, the image becomes visible in 
an enlarged form at another site, e.g., in a mirror behind the 
Wash-stand, an adjacent Wall or the like. 

[0018] A multifunction faucet that is especially favorable 
for handling and maintenance has a control head, in Which 
the display unit, the sensor means, the corresponding printed 
circuit board and optionally a poWer supply unit of its oWn 
are accommodated With one another in a common housing 
and connected to form an assembly unit. This control head 
can be easily mounted in the upper opening of the tubular 
discharge faucet and replaced if necessary. If a micropro 
cessor of its oWn, Which processes the data of the sensor 
means and of the display unit, is arranged on the printed 
circuit board, the amount of electric cables may be reduced. 
If an internal poWer supply unit especially a battery in the 
control head and in the supply and a Wireless signal trans 
mission via radio or the like to the control unit are used, 
cables may be eliminated altogether. This facilitates the 
maintenance and the replacement of the control head. 

[0019] When the control head is operated With a battery, it 
may be advantageous for reasons of capacity to install the 
optical display, Which draWs a large amount of energy, aWay 
from the faucet head in another area of the multifunction 
faucet or in the area of the Wash basin and to connect it to 
the poWer supply of the supply means, Which has a higher 
capacity. 

[0020] The use of a faucet insert, Which has internally 
located ?uid ducts With inlet-side tube connections and 
outlet-side outlet openings for the different ?uids, is also 
advantageous. The faucet insert may be inserted into the 
upper pipe opening of the discharge faucet and ?xed in the 
desired position by means of a perlator, aerator, Water 
breaker or Water softener, screWed in from the outside or a 
noZZle insert. The perlator, aerator, Water breaker or Water 
softener or the noZZle insert can be inserted and especially 
screWed into the corresponding discharge opening of the 
faucet insert through a corresponding passage opening in the 
jacket of the discharge pipe. The entire faucet insert can be 
replaced in case of damage or during maintenance proce 
dures. The ?uid lines are preferably designed as elastic tubes 
and can be connected With the faucet insert in a suitable 
manner in a quickly detachable manner. The control head 
may also be arranged at the upper end of the faucet insert, 
so that the entire unit can be replaced as a common part 
When necessary. The maintenance effort is substantially 
reduced as a result. In addition, it is favorable concerning the 
design effort and the manufacturing costs to design the 
faucet insert as a multipart insert and to provide a special 
insert block Which consists of a corrosion-resistant material 
for the more corrosive ?uids, such as disinfectant, soap or 
the like. The insert block can be detached from the faucet 
insert and replaced individually if necessary. 
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[0021] The various features of novelty Which characteriZe 
the invention are pointed out With particularity in the claims 
annexed to and forming a part of this disclosure. For a better 
understanding of the invention, its operating advantages and 
speci?c objects attained by its uses, reference is made to the 
accompanying draWings and descriptive matter in Which 
preferred embodiments of the invention are illustrated. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0022] FIG. 1 is a schematic side vieW of a multifunctional 
faucet With a display; 

[0023] FIG. 2 is a top vieW of the display according to 
arroW II in FIG. 1; 

[0024] FIG. 3 is a side vieW of a variant of the multifunc 
tional faucet according to FIG. 1 With another display; 

[0025] FIG. 4 is the corresponding top vieW of the display; 

[0026] FIG. 5 is a cut-aWay and enlarged side vieW of a 
variant of the multifunctional faucet and the display; 

[0027] FIG. 6 is a vieW shoWing a variant of the optical 
display; 
[0028] FIG. 7 is a sectional vieW shoWing another variant 
of the optical display; 

[0029] FIG. 8 is a side vieW shoWing another variant of the 
optical display; 
[0030] FIG. 9 is a sectional vieW shoWing a variant of the 
multifunction faucet according to FIG. 1; 

[0031] FIG. 10 is a partially sectional enlarged side vieW 
shoWing the multifunction faucet of FIG. 9; 

[0032] FIG. 11 is an enlarged cross section of the faucet 
head according to FIG. 10 With a faucet insert, a control head 
and a variant of the display unit; 

[0033] FIG. 12 is a front vieWs of the display unit accord 
ing to FIG. 11 according to arroW XII 

[0034] FIG. 13 is a front vieWs of the display unit accord 
ing to FIG. 11 according to arroW XIII; 

[0035] FIG. 14 is a side vieW of the faucet head according 
to FIG. 11 With an insert block; 

[0036] FIG. 15 is a top vieW of the faucet head according 
to FIG. 11 With an insert block; 

[0037] FIG. 16 is a end vieW of the faucet head according 
to FIG. 11 With an insert block; and 

[0038] FIG. 17 is a schematic vieW of another variant of 
the multifunction faucet according to FIG. 9 With battery 
operation and a different arrangement of the display. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0039] The draWings shoW a multifunctional faucet 1, 
Which is intended for dispensing one or more ?uids. In terms 
of design, the multifunctional faucet 1 may have the design 
according to DE-A 199 27 230. As an alternative, it may also 
have a different design embodiment. 

[0040] In the embodiment being shoWn, the multifunc 
tional faucet 1 comprises a dispensing faucet 2, Which is 
designed in the manner of a Water faucet or Water tap and 
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may be mounted, e.g., at the edge of a sink. The Water faucet 
2 has one or more dispensing openings 6, 7, 8 for one or 
more ?uids, e.g., Water, soap, disinfectant or the like. In the 
exemplary embodiment according to FIG. 1, the above 
mentioned three ?uids are dispensed in the desired order or 
optionally also in a desired mixture. In the case of the faucet 
according to FIG. 3, only Water With the desired temperature 
is dispensed via the individual dispensing opening 6. The 
multifunctional faucet 1 has, furthermore, a supply means 10 
for the ?uid or the ?uids. 

[0041] As is schematically indicated in FIG. 1, the control 
5 may have a data telecommunication interface 38, Which 
has, e.g., a Wireless design Which operates via radio, ultra 
sound, infrared light or the like or is designed as a Wire 
connection With plugs. This data telecommunication inter 
face 38 is used for communication With other, different units. 
This may be, e.g., a higher-level control 39, Which is shoWn 
in FIG. 1 and to Which additional units, e. g., an alarm system 
40, may be connected. The higher-level control 39 may 
serve different purposes. On the one hand, it may be a 
control With Which a plurality of multifunctional faucets 1 
are united for a common control. As an alternative or in 

addition hereto, the higher-level control 39 may also be a 
control for room or building management. 

[0042] Furthermore, the multifunctional faucet 1 com 
prises a sensor means 3 along With a connected control 5 and 
at least one display 4, Which is likeWise connected to the 
control 5 in a suitable manner, e.g., via electric Wires 27. The 
poWer may be supplied for the parts in any suitable manner, 
e.g., via a regulated or unregulated plug-in poWer supply 
unit, one or more batteries, rechargeable batteries or the like. 
The control 5 is designed as a separate component in the 
embodiment being shoWn and is arranged at a suitable site, 
e.g., in the area of the supply means 10. As an alternative, 
it may also be integrated Within the dispensing faucet 2. The 
control 5 comprises at least one microprocessor 35 along 
With the corresponding data and program memories as Well 
as interfaces to the actuated parts of the multifunctional 
faucet 1 and to input/output units for the data, e.g., pro 
gramming interfaces, etc. At least one function program of 
the type described in greater detail beloW, Which is run by 
the microprocessor 35 for controlling and regulating the 
individual parts of the multifunctional faucet 1 and the 
function thereof, is stored in the data memory/memories. 

[0043] The display 4 is designed as an optical display in 
the exemplary embodiments shoWn and it is located at the 
front side of a faucet head 36, Which is arranged at the upper 
end of the Water dispensing faucet 2. As a result, the display 
4 can be seen by the user from the front in the usual position 
of use or operation of such faucets. As a result, the operator 
can see both the Water dispensing faucet 2 and the ?uids 
being dispensed there as Well as the display 4 at a glance. 
This form and positioning of the display 4 is ergonomically 
highly favorable because the operator is provided With the 
information during the hand-Washing Without having to turn 
his head. 

[0044] The sensor means 3 may have different designs. In 
the variant according to FIGS. 1 and 2, it comprises three 
sensors With different acting and scanning directions. The 
sensors operate in a contactless manner and respond to the 
existence of human body parts, especially the hands, in the 
area scanned by them. The upper sensors 22 have a scanned 
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area directly upWard at the Water faucet 2. The loWer sensors 
23 act doWnWardly in the opposite direction. The sensors 26 
have an acting direction pointing forWard toWard the opera 
tor from the Water faucet 2 and detect the existence or 
approach of an operator. For example, a handicapped person 
can sWitch on the multifunctional faucet 1 by means of the 
front sensor 26 by moving his head and optionally also 
control it in case of a suitable program design. 

[0045] TWo upWardly and doWnWardly directed sensors 
22, 23 and tWo lateral sensors 24, 25 directed to the left and 
to the right are present in the embodiment according to 
FIGS. 3 and 4. The sensors may have any suitable design 
and be based on any suitable physical principles of mea 
surement and detection. In the embodiment being shoWn, the 
sensors are, e.g., infrared sensors in the manner of re?ected 
light scanners, Which detect the infrared light re?ected by a 
human body part located in the vicinity and signaliZe it to the 
control 5. The sensors and the control 5 are likeWise 
connected here in any suitable manner, e. g., by electric Wires 
27. The infrared sensors contain a sender and receiver 
element, Which are arranged next to each other at closely 
spaced locations. FIGS. 2 and 4 shoW this arrangement. 

[0046] The sensors 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 are all preferably 
located on the front side of an electric printed circuit board 
21 and are arranged distributed at the edge of the printed 
circuit board in the circumferential direction. The arrange 
ment is preferably selected to be such that the sensors have 
geometrically unambiguously separated scanning and action 
areas, Which do not overlap each other. The printed circuit 
board 21 preferably has a shape adapted to the front side of 
the faucet head 36 and is designed, e.g., as a circular disk. 

[0047] The optical display 4 is preferably graphics-ca 
pable and is designed, e.g., as a ?eld display 29 or as a 
display 30 and is preferably likeWise located on the front 
side of the printed circuit board 21. The display 4 is 
positioned here betWeen the sensors arranged in the outer 
circumference of the circle. As is illustrated in FIG. 1, the 
printed circuit board 21, the sensors and the display 4 may 
be surrounded With one another by a cover 28 transparent to 
infrared light, Which also permits, moreover, the optical 
detection of the display 4 from the front in a suitable manner. 

[0048] Depending on the type of the sensor system, the 
cover 28 may also have a different design. The cover 28 may 
consist of, e.g., a non-see-through and nontransparent mate 
rial, Which is transparent to infrared light only. The display 
4 may be placed in this case on the front plate of the cover 
28 on the outside or integrated Within the front plate. As an 
alternative, the cover 28 may cover the optical display 4 and 
be made transparent in this area. The cover 28 preferably 
forms a housing, Which can be fastened at the top end of the 
dispensing faucet 2 and in Which the components of the 
sensor means 3 and of the optical display 4 and optionally 
a miniaturized control 5 are accommodated. 

[0049] The cover 28 may be part of the faucet head 36 and 
form the assembly unit for fastening the sensor means 3 and 
the display 4 on the dispensing faucet 2. The ?xation on the 
dispensing faucet 2, Which is usually made of metal, may be 
performed in any desired manner. A sealant 37, which offers 
sealing against moisture and against gases, e.g., lead and tin 
vapors, is introduced into the cover 28 under the printed 
circuit board 21 and under the sensor means 3 of the printed 
circuit board, With said sensor means preferably placed on 
the front only. 
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[0050] FIGS. 1 and 2 show a simpler design of the optical 
display 4 as a ?eld display 29. This comprises one or more 
luminous ?elds or display elements, Which are arranged next 
to each other and consist of, e. g., LEDs with different colors. 
The displayed information may be signaliZed via the color of 
the LEDs sWitched on and/or by the type of light, e.g., 
continuous light or blinking light With constant or variable 
cycles. For example, a red LED, a green LED and a blue 
LED 32, 33, 34 are arranged next to each other in the ?eld 
display 29. 

[0051] In another variant, the ?eld display 29 may com 
prise small graphics-capable luminous display elements, 
Which consist of, e.g., a plurality of small LED lights or 
other small light spots in a dense matrix form. Such a ?eld 
display 29 may be connected to a corresponding graphics 
drive unit, Which makes it possible to visualiZe more com 
plex image contents, e.g., symbols, numbers or characters or 
self-explanatory pictograms on the individual display ?elds. 

[0052] In the variant according to FIG. 4, the optical 
display 4 is designed as a graphics-capable display 30. Such 
a display can convey more complex information than the 
above-described ?eld display 29. It may likeWise have 
various designs for this purpose and it has, e.g., a luminous 
dot matrix of small LEDs, liquid crystals LCDs or other 
elements. The display 4 optionally has a back-lighting in the 
case of passive matrix elements. As is illustrated in FIG. 4, 
a number, here the Water temperature, may be displayed, 
e.g., via the display 30. In the case of correspondingly more 
complex displays 30, information may also be signaliZed in 
another manner, e.g., in multiple lines With moving text or 
the like. 

[0053] Contrary to the ?eld display 29, the graphics 
capable display 30 forms a larger contiguous display area in 
the manner of a display screen or monitor in the small 
format. This may be, e.g., a TFT monitor. The display 30 
may, furthermore, be designed as a touch-sensitive touch 
screen, Which makes it possible to enter data by touching 
special sensitive areas. In particular, the ?eld display 29 and 
the display 30 may make possible a color display. Besides 
the simple status information, more complex information 
can also be conveyed on a graphics-capable display 30, e.g., 
in the form of operating instructions or a menu guide. Such 
a possibility of display makes it possible to use a more 
complex control and to implement a substantially broader 
scope of functions in the multifunctional faucet 1. 

[0054] FIG. 6 shoWs an embodiment of the display 30 for 
this. Text or display ?elds 42 for the operating instructions 
are present in the upper area. Selectively displayable sWitch 
ing or symbol ?elds 43 for menu guiding or even an entry 
in the case of a touch screen are located at the loWer edge of 
the display. As sWitching ?elds of a touch screen, they can 
be actuated speci?cally and directly to trigger the desired 
function. As symbol ?elds, they are associated With the 
adjacent sensors 23, 24, 25 and display the particular func 
tion triggered upon the actuation of the sensor. Programming 
and/or parametrization of the control 5 may also be per 
formed on the site at the multifunctional faucet 1 via such an 
optical display 4 and the information, messages and 
acknoWledgments appearing here. 

[0055] FIGS. 7 and 8 shoW a variant of the optical display 
4 designed as an image projection means 44. This comprises 
a projector 45 and a projection surface 46. In the variant 
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according to FIG. 7, the projector 45 and the projection 
surface 46 are accommodated together at the faucet head 36 
and in the housing 28. The projector 45 is seated, e.g., next 
to the sensor means 3 on the front side of the printed circuit 
board 21. The projection surface 46 is integrated in the front 
side of the housing 28 and has a sufficient distance from the 
projector 45. The projected image can be enlarged due to this 
distance. The housing 28 may have a correspondingly 
expanded front side for this. 

[0056] In the variant according to FIG. 8, the projector 45 
is likeWise accommodated at the faucet head 36 and in or at 
the housing 28. HoWever, its image beams 47 are directed 
outWardly in this case and they project the image onto an 
external projection surface 46, Which may be, e.g., a mirror 
on the rear side of the Wash-stand or an adjacent Wall or the 
like. The image can be further enlarged due to the distance 
present in this case. 

[0057] Aside from the different exemplary embodiments 
shoWn and described, the optical display 4 may have any 
other design. It is recommended that at least parts of the 
optical display 4 be accommodated at the dispensing faucet 

[0058] FIG. 3 shoWs another alternative, in Which an 
acoustic display 31, e.g., a loudspeaker or a simple sound 
generator, e.g., a beeper here, is present and is connected to 
the control 5, in addition or as an alternative to the optical 
display 29, 30. The display 31 may emit a simple beep tone 
in the simplest embodiment. Tones of different pitches, e.g., 
in the form of a melody, may be emitted in more complex 
variants. In addition, the duration of the tone may be 
variable. The volume may also be varied, in Which case the 
tone becomes louder or softer corresponding to a change in 
?uids. A corresponding signaling may also be achieved by 
changing the frequency of the beep. 
[0059] FIGS. 1 and 2 as Well as 3 and 4 illustrate different 
possible embodiments of the multifunctional faucet in terms 
of the number, type and change of the ?uids contained. 
[0060] The multifunctional faucet 1 according to FIGS. 1 
and 2 is used to dispense three ?uids, here Water, soap and 
disinfectant. As an alternative, it is also possible to dispense 
more or feWer ?uids or even other ?uids, e.g., a hand lotion 
for refatting the skin after disinfection or surgery. The 
addition and optionally also the metering of the ?uids take 
place via the supply means 10. The three different ?uids are 
sent in the exemplary embodiment according to FIGS. 1 and 
2 to the dispensing openings 6, 7, 8 via separate pipelines 9 
from the supply means 10 arranged in a suitable place, e.g., 
in a cabinet under the sink or at the loWer edge of the 
Wash-stand through the interior space of the dispensing 
faucet 2. Separate dispensing openings are preferably 
present for the different ?uids. As an alternative, one or more 
common openings may be used as Well. 

[0061] A Water feed 11 for hot Water and a Water feed 12 
for cold Water are connected to the supply means 10 in the 
exemplary embodiment according to FIGS. 1 and 2. The 
supply means 10 contains a mixing means 14 With a setting 
means 15 for mixing the Water ?oWs having different 
temperatures. The setting means 15 is designed as a hand 
Wheel in a simpli?ed embodiment in FIG. 1. In addition, the 
mixing means may be stationary. A valve 13 connected to 
the control 5 via the line 27 for sWitching on and off the 
Water ?oWs being fed under pressure is located above the 
mixing means 14. 
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[0062] The soap 18 and the disinfectant 19 are contained 
in suitable containers 17, e.g., in bottles, and are connected 
to the supply means 10 via suitable delivery means, e.g., 
pumps 20 With suction tubes here. The pumps 20 are 
likeWise connected to the control 5. In the case of viscous 
?uids or ?uids that are susceptible to drying, e.g., soap, the 
pump motor receives a high pulsed inrush current from the 
control 5, and this current is subsequently reduced to the 
normal pump current. The high inrush current may be 
optionally eliminated if the demand for soap recurs fre 
quently and if the pauses in betWeen are so short that 
thickening of the ?uid is not to be feared. 

[0063] The amount of ?uid dispensed by the Water feeds 
11, 12 or the pumps 20 may be metered by the control 5. If 
the amount of Water or the delivery pressure remains essen 
tially constant during the operation, the metering may be 
performed by controlling the on time or the operating time 
of the valve 13 and of the pump 20. Additional functions 
may be implemented noW in the control 5 in such a Way that, 
e.g., the Water is turned off automatically When a preset 
maximum ?oW time of, e.g., 30 sec is exceeded, or When the 
sensor signal requesting the dispensing of Water is statically 
present over a corresponding longer time. This safety shut 
off is used to recogniZe and eliminate malfunctions, Which 
may be caused, e.g., by a ?lled Water pot in the sink or the 
corresponding misinterpretation by the sensor. 

[0064] In the embodiment according to FIGS. 1 and 2, the 
upper sensor 22 is used to select the ?uid. When the operator 
moves his hand once to a suitable proximity over the faucet 
head 36 and the upper sensor 22 arranged on the front side, 
the container 17 With the ?uid 2 or the soap 18 is selected 
for the next dispensing operation. The third ?uid or the 
disinfectant 19 is selected if the operator performs the 
movements tWice one after another With a short interval. 
Water is selected in the basic setting. The above-mentioned 
selection is signaled by the ?eld display 29, and the blue 
LED 34 is on When Water is selected. The green LED 33 
signals soap 18 or ?uid 2. The red LED 32 indicates the 
selection of disinfectant 19. Only the blue LED 34 shoWs 
continuous light in the normal state. If graphics-capable ?eld 
elements in the matrix form are used instead of the LEDs 32, 
33, 34, the selected media can be displayed by symbols or 
pictograms. Moreover, additional functions, such as the 
intensity of dispensing, temperature or the like, can be 
signaled by moving images. Numerical values may be 
displayed here as Well. 

[0065] The dispensing of ?uid is requested via the loWer 
sensor 23. The delivery of the ?uid selected before in the 
above-described manner starts When the operator moves his 
hand in the scanned area once under the faucet head 36 or 
the loWer sensor 23. When, e.g., Water is requested, the 
mixing temperature can be set at a ?xed value or selected by 
the operator by means of the handWheel 15. The pulse duty 
factors change continuously for the loWer sensor 23 during 
the hand-Washing, and the hands remain in the scanned area. 
The feed of Water is sWitched on for a corresponding 
duration, and the control 5 can recogniZe the correct function 
from the continuous change in the sensor signals during the 
on time. As soon as the operator removes his hands from the 
scanned area of the loWer sensor 23, Which area is limited in 
depth, the control 5 terminates the dispensing of Water. 

[0066] A corresponding signaling may take place on the 
?eld display 29 during the dispensing of ?uid by, e.g., the 
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LEDS blinking altematingly and especially in a running 
light sWitching. As an alternative, it is possible for the blue 
LED 34, Which indicates Water, to blink during the dispens 
ing of Water. This also applies analogously to a ?eld display 
29 formed by graphics-capable ?eld elements. 

[0067] The amount dispensed can be set at a ?xed value in 
the control 5 in the case of the other ?uids, namely, soap 18 
or disinfectant 19. This is done on the basis of corresponding 
medical regulations in the case of, e.g., disinfectants. The 
dispensing of the ?uid is then switched off after the end of 
the set pump running time. When the operator Wishes to 
obtain a larger quantity of the ?uid selected, he can achieve 
this by triggering the dispensing operation once again by 
correspondingly moving his hand. 
[0068] Special ergonomic effects can be achieved With an 
automated multifunctional faucet 1 With a corresponding 
control 5. On the one hand, a folloW-up control may be 
additionally embodied, Which alloWs cold Water to continue 
to run after switching off by the operator in order to loWer 
a possibly high peak temperature to a mean value. A certain 
mean temperature of, e.g., 38° C. (38 degrees Celcius) can 
also be preset directly by the control 5 in conjunction With 
a corresponding sensor system. As a result, the next operator, 
unaWare of the setting made by the preceding user, is 
prevented from obtaining Water that is too hot or too cold. 

[0069] Only one dispensing opening 6 for Water is present 
in the variant according to FIGS. 3 and 4. HoWever, the 
desired temperature, Which is displayed by the display 30 or 
the above-described graphics-capable ?eld display 29, can 
be set and varied. The tWo lateral sensors 24, 25 are 
responsible for setting the mixing ratio here. The setting 
means 15 for the mixing means 14 is designed as a motor 
operator or as another suitable drive means Which can be 

remotely controlled by the control 5. In addition, a tempera 
ture sensor 16 may be arranged at the mixing means 14, e. g., 
after the mixing site and before the valve 13, and connected 
to the control 5. The temperature sensor 16 may also be 
located after the valve 13. 

[0070] In the initial situation the display 30 displays an 
initial temperature as a numerical value, Which is preset, 
e.g., by the control 5. This set point can be changed by the 
operator before Water is dispensed by moving his left or right 
hand into the scanned area of the left-hand sensor 24 or the 
right-hand sensor 25. For example, the temperature is 
increased With the left hand and loWered With the right hand. 
The temperature changes noW occurring are in turn dis 
played by the display 30. 
[0071] When the desired temperature set point is reached, 
the dispensing of Water can be triggered by actuating the 
loWer sensor 23. Automatic regulation of the Water dispens 
ing temperature by the control 5 takes place by means of the 
temperature sensor 16 in the embodiment being shoWn. 
HoWever, the desired temperature can also be changed 
during the dispensing of Water in this case if desired by 
actuating the left-hand or right-hand sensor, With the control 
5 correspondingly adjusting the Water temperature. The 
temperature sensor 16 may also be eliminated in a variant of 
the embodiment being shoWn, and the desired Water tem 
perature is set by the operator manually in the above 
described manner before and optionally during the dispens 
ing of Water. 

[0072] There may be various special settings in the 
embodiment according to FIGS. 1 and 2. When, e.g., the 
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left-hand and right-hand sensors 24, 25 are actuated by the 
operator simultaneously, a ?xed value of the Water tempera 
ture, Which is preset in the control 5, is selected as a result. 

[0073] Unlike in FIGS. 1 and 2, the upper sensor 22 has no 
selection function in the variant being shoWn. Moreover, the 
amount of Water dispensed can be set in the case of the hot 
Water supply according to FIGS. 3 and 4. The amount can be 
set by means of a chosen and selected opening time and an 
outlet, e.g., an aerator, Water breaker or Water softener, With 
?oW regulation. When the operator brie?y actuates the upper 
sensor 22, a ?rst set value of, e.g., half a liter of Water is 
selected, and this amount of Water Will then run olf from the 
dispensing faucet 2 When the loWer sensor 23 is actuated. If 
the upper sensor 22 is actuated for a longer time, a higher 
maximum of, e.g., up to 6 L is set. This amount corresponds, 
e.g., to a bucketful in a household. The amount set is 
likeWise dispensed automatically and can also be stopped by 
brie?y actuating the loWer sensor 23. However, this ?oW 
limitation has, on the other hand, the advantage that a 
houseWife can move aWay from the faucet in order to 
perform other tasks during the ?lling time. She can be 
certain that the preset amount Will not be exceeded. She can 
then remove the ?lled bucket at the appropriate time. Fur 
thermore, this function o?‘ers advantages for the handi 
capped. 

[0074] The display 30 can also signaliZe such operations 
in a suitable manner and signal, e.g., the end of a preset 
?lling operation by the blinking of the display. The display 
30 may display a color change to display temperature or ?oW 
changes. The acoustic display 31 may optionally also come 
into action in addition or as an alternative. This may display, 
e.g., a change from one medium to another by a short click 
signal. 

[0075] The exemplary embodiments shoWn can be 
changed in different manners and also combined With one 
another. Only one additional ?uid 18, e.g., only soap, can be 
present in the variant according to FIGS. 1 and 2. As an 
alternative, there may also be more than tWo additional 
?uids. In addition, the feed of Water may be eliminated, so 
that the multifunctional faucet 1 is used for additional ?uids 
only. In addition, at least one auxiliary device, e.g., a Warm 
air bloWer for drying the hands, may also be connected to the 
multifunctional faucet 1 and the dispensing faucet 2. Fur 
thermore, a temperature control or regulating means accord 
ing to FIGS. 3 and 4 may also be arranged complementarily 
at the multifunctional faucet 1 With the different ?uids 
according to FIGS. 1 and 2. The sensors installed on the 
printed circuit board 21 Will change in this case, and the 
front sensor 26 may be optionally added to the four sensors 
22, 23, 24, 25 distributed in a cross pattern. It may also be 
eliminated. LikeWise, the optical displays 29, 30 may also be 
transposed, and, e.g., the Water mixing temperature is dis 
played in this case via the ?eld display 29 With the LEDs 
having different colors or by blinking cycles. Furthermore, 
the arrangement and the orientation of the ?elds in the ?eld 
display 29 are variable as Well. This may also have, e.g., ?ve 
LEDs arranged in a cross pattern or other display elements. 
It may also have a plurality of lines. It is possible in another 
variant to generate mixed colors by a suitable cover 28 from 
LEDs of different colors Which are sWitched on simulta 
neously. The range of variation of the available colors is 
increased as a result. Furthermore, it is possible to signaliZe 
special sWitching states, e. g., by the blinking of one or more 
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diodes or a corresponding display characteristic. A so-called 
cleaning mode, in Which the normal sensor and operating 
functions of the multifunctional faucet 1 are sWitched olf 
over an optionally preset time period to make possible the 
undisturbed cleaning of the sink, can be signaliZed as a 
result. 

[0076] It is possible in another variant to miniaturiZe the 
control 5 and to likeWise arrange it on the printed circuit 
board 21, e.g., on the rear side. Some of the control functions 
or the complete set of the control functions may be imple 
mented in this case. A small microprocessor is arranged on 
the printed circuit board 21 for the control of the optical 
display 4 in the simplest embodiment. In more complex 
embodiments, the complete control 5 may be accommodated 
here. The different function and control programs are imple 
mented via suitable memory building blocks here. 

[0077] FIG. 5 shoWs another variant of the multifunctional 
faucet 1 and its optical display 4, Which may likeWise be 
designed as a ?eld display 29 With individual ?elds or as a 
contiguous and monitor-like display 30 as desired. The 
optical display 4 is arranged in the head of the cover 28 here 
and may be positioned obliquely toWard the operator, so that 
it can be read more easily. Moreover, it is possible to 
accommodate the optical display 4 movably in a correspond 
ing housing With a rotary mount of the cover 28. Back 
lighting is likeWise possible here for all kinds of optical 
display 4. 

[0078] FIG. 5 illustrates, furthermore, the possibility of 
arranging one or more proximity sensors 26, Which record 
the approach of a person and report it to the control 5 not 
shoWn, at the optical display 4. Moreover, the multifunc 
tional faucet 1 may be aWakened from a poWer-saving or 
sleep mode and put into readiness to operate. In addition, 
additional functions, Which Will be described beloW, may 
also be embodied by means of the proximity sensor 26. 

[0079] Furthermore, a reader 41 may be arranged at the 
optical display 4. As an alternative, this reader may be 
accommodated at another point of the cover 28 or, as in FIG. 
1, also at the housing of the dispensing faucet 2 or in another 
area. The reader 41 can receive information sent preferably 
in a Wireless manner from the outside. It may be designed for 
this purpose, e.g., as a transponder means, as a bar code 
reader or the like. The external information is preferably 
transmitted by the operator via corresponding information 
means, such as a portable transponder, a bar code strip or the 
like. This information may be person-related and identify the 
operator. This information may be evaluated and processed 
in a higher-level control 39 by means of a corresponding 
program, e. g., a personnel management program. There may 
be regulations concerning Washing cycles in restaurants or 
other ?elds in Which hygiene is critical. The compliance 
With these Washing cycles can be checked and logged on the 
basis of the personal data recorded by the reader 41. 

[0080] The sensor means 3 may also be used for other 
control and monitoring purposes by means of the control 5 
and a higher-level control 39. The multifunctional faucet 1 
may be used as an alarm sensor system in a hotel or other 
similar public areas. In this case, a door sensor system or the 
like, Which determines Whether an authorized guest is 
present in the room or Whether he is leaving the room, is 
connected to the higher-level control 39. When the room is 
left, Which is signaliZed, e.g., by means of a key card or the 
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lock control, the control 5, 39 arms the multifunctional 
faucet 1 as an alarm sensor system. When a person enters the 
room Without authorization and especially enters the sani 
tary area, this is observed by the sensor system 3. This can 
be determined, on the one hand, from a change in brightness 
When the light is sWitched on, or by means of the proximity 
sensor 26. Moreover, it can be determined by means of the 
reader 41 Whether the entering person is a member of the 
staff or not. If the entering person is recogniZed as an 
unauthoriZed person, an open or silent alarm can be trig 
gered by means of the control 5, 39 and an alarm system 40. 

[0081] The controls 5, 39 also offer other possibilities, 
e.g., remote diagnosis of the state of the multifunctional 
faucet 1. It is also possible to determine in conjunction With 
a suitable sensor system Whether su?icient amounts of the 
?uids 18, 19 are present. Moreover, it can be recogniZed 
Whether an operating disturbance is present in the system 
and optionally the type of that operating disturbance. 

[0082] FIGS. 9 through 16 shoW further variants of the 
multifunction faucet 1 on the basis of the above-described 
embodiments. 

[0083] As is illustrated by FIGS. 9 and 10, the discharge 
faucet 2 comprises a bent pipe With a narroW foot 62, Which 
is fastened in a suitable matter in the Wall of a Wash basin 
61, a vanity table or the like. The lines 9, 9', 9" for the 
different ?uids as Well as at least one electric line 27, 55 are 
led through the holloW faucet pipe individually or in a 
bundle. The lines 9, 9', 9" are preferably designed as elastic 
tubes 52 made of rubber, plastic or the like and are attached 
to a faucet insert 50 by means of tube couplings 53. The 
electric line 27, 55 may likeWise be surrounded by a tube 52 
and have an electric plug 56 or another electric coupling in 
the area of the faucet insert 50. 

[0084] The faucet insert 50 is located at the upper end of 
the faucet pipe 2 and extends to beloW the last discharge 
opening 8. It can be plugged in and mounted from the 
head-side pipe opening 75. For mounting, the elastic tubes 
52 can be pulled through the faucet pipe 2, attached to the 
tube couplings 53 and then pushed into the front-side pipe 
opening together With the insert 50. Corresponding state 
ments also apply to the electric line 27, 55 and the plug 56. 

[0085] The cross section of the faucet insert 50 has a shape 
adapted to the inside of the faucet pipe 2 and is preferably 
cylindrical. Ducts 54, Which correspond to the lines 9, 9', 9" 
and the corresponding tube couplings 53, are arranged inside 
the faucet insert 50, Which consists of, e.g., metal, especially 
brass. The ducts 54 have a bent shape and open at the loWer 
jacket area of the faucet insert 50, forming the discharge 
openings 6, 7, 8 located there. Corresponding passage open 
ings 68 are arranged in the jacket of the faucet pipe 2 at the 
same points. 

[0086] The discharge opening 6 for the ?rst ?uid, espe 
cially for Water, has an enlarged diameter With an internal 
thread, by means of Which a so-called perlator, aerator, Water 
breaker or Water softener 51 can be inserted into the dis 
charge opening 6 and screWed into the faucet insert 50. The 
perlator, aerator, Water breaker or Water softener 51 is a 
mixing insert and is used to make the Water jet being 
discharged uniform. NoZZle inserts 67 or the like may be 
screWed into the other discharge openings 7, 8 for the other 
?uids. 
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[0087] In the screWed-in position, the perlator, aerator, 
Water breaker or Water softener 51 and the noZZle inserts 67 
form a locking for ?xing the faucet insert 50 in the mounted 
position in the faucet pipe 2. The perlator, aerator, Water 
breaker or Water softener 51 and the noZZle inserts 67 pass 
through the passage openings 68 and as a result prevent the 
faucet insert 50 from slipping in the longitudinal direction of 
the faucet pipe 2. The perlator, aerator, Water breaker or 
Water softener 51 and the noZZle inserts 67 can be removed 
for dismounting, so that the faucet insert 50 can be pulled out 
of the faucet pipe 2 on the front side together With the 
attached tubes 52. 

[0088] Together With the cover 28, the sensor means 3 and 
the display unit 4 can form a control head 69 in the form of 
a complete add-on piece, Which is closed in itself and can be 
fastened to the faucet pipe 2 directly in the pipe opening 75 
or, as in the exemplary embodiments according to FIGS. 9 
through 14, to the faucet insert 50. The control head 69 may 
have on the underside or the back side an annular mounting 
collar 72, Which can be attached in a positive-locking 
manner to a mounting attachment 73 of the faucet insert 50, 
Which said attachment has a reduced diameter, or ?xed by a 
bonded connection or in another suitable manner. Due to this 
connection, the faucet insert 50 and the control head 69 can 
form one assembly unit, Which can be inserted into the 
front-side pipe opening 75 as a Whole. The control head 69 
may have on the outside a circular collar 74, With Which it 
comes into contact and is guided by the edge of the pipe 
opening 75 in a positive-locking manner. The external 
diameter of the control head 69 is adapted to the external 
diameter of the discharge faucet 2 and passes ?ush over into 
the pipe Wall. 

[0089] An electric line 27, 55 in the form of a multiWire 
poWer cable protrudes from the control head 69. The faucet 
insert 50 may have on its jacket a longitudinally extending 
groove 76 or duct located on the inside for receiving and 
passing through this cable. The cable then extends through 
the faucet pipe 2 to the control unit 5. The electric plug 56 
or another electric coupling may also be arranged in the 
groove 76 or the duct in a Waterproof manner. The groove 76 
and the coupling 56 are arranged in an area protected from 
the entry of liquid and are located, e.g., on the side of the 
faucet insert 50 located opposite the discharge openings 6, 7, 
8. 

[0090] FIGS. 14 through 16 shoW another variant of the 
faucet insert 50. Together With a surrounding housing part, 
the discharge faucets 7, 8 With the corresponding ducts 54 
and the tube couplings 53 for the lines 9', 9" can form an 
insert block 70, Which can be inserted intro a faucet insert 
opening 71 on the faucet insert 50 in a positive-locking 
manner, guided and fastened by clamping or in another 
manner. The insert block 70 may consist of a material 
different from that of the faucet insert 50. Plastic, Which has 
a higher corrosion resistance and is better suited for more 
corrosive media, such as soap, disinfectant or the like, is 
preferably used as the material for the insert block 70. The 
insert block 70 is designed here, e.g., as an injection molded 
part, With Which the end-side mating sockets for the tube 
couplings 53 and optionally also the noZZle inserts 67 for the 
discharge openings 7, 8 are made integrally in one piece at 
the time of manufacture. The tubes 52 of the lines 9', 9" need 
only be plugged into the mating sockets during the mount 
1ng. 
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[0091] The tube coupling 53 for the line 9 may likewise be 
designed as a mating socket, as this is shown, e.g., in FIGS. 
10 and 11. As an alternative, a screW type coupling, Which 
is screWed into a corresponding screW-in opening at the 
rearWard end of the corresponding duct 54 in the faucet 
insert 50, may be present at the end of the line 9 or the tube 
52. This variant is shoWn in FIG. 14. 

[0092] FIG. 10 shoWs an embodiment of the faucet insert 
50 and of the control head 69 in connection With a sensor 
means 3 and a display unit 4 according to the above 
described embodiments. FIG. 11 shoWs for this a variant in 
an enlarged vieW. The variant pertains, on the one hand, to 
the embodiment of the printed circuit board 21. The sensor 
means 3 is arranged on the top side of the printed circuit 
board in the above-described manner. The arrangement of a 
microprocessor 48 is shoWn in FIG. 11 on the underside or 
the rear side. This Was already mentioned in the above 
described exemplary embodiments. The microprocessor 48 
ensures the processing of the signals of the sensor means 3 
and optionally of the display unit 4. As a result, only 
processed, preferably digital control signals need to be 
transmitted via the lines 27, 55 from the processor 48 
arranged on the printed circuit board to the control unit 5 and 
to the processor 35 located there. The amount of lines and 
cables is markedly reduced as a result. If the electric means 
at the faucet head 36 or in the control head 69 are supplied 
With poWer externally from the control unit 5, cables With 
tWo or three Wires are su?icient. These cables can be 
accommodated in the discharge faucet 2 more easily and 
compactly. In addition, the electric coupling 56 is reduced in 
siZe. Furthermore, it is possible in this case to modulate the 
control signals to the supply voltage, so that a signal line can 
be dispensed With. 

[0093] The amount of cables needed can be further 
reduced if a poWer supply unit 77, especially an electric 
battery, is arranged in the faucet head 36 or in the control 
head 69. This battery may be located, for example, in a free 
space 78 betWeen the printed circuit board 21 and the front 
side of the faucet insert 50. The seal 37 may noW cover not 
only the printed circuit board 21 and the processor 48 but 
also the battery 77 toWard the faucet insert 50. The cable 27, 
55 is thus used only to transmit control signals to the control 
unit. In another variant, the electric lines 27, 55 may also be 
eliminated altogether if the control signals are transmitted in 
a Wireless manner via radio, infrared light or in another 
manner betWeen the control head 69 and the control unit 5, 
Which have radio modules 38', 38" suitable for this With 
transmitters and receivers. The above-mentioned remote 
data transmission interface 38 of the control unit 5 may be 
designed correspondingly for this purpose. The number of 
cables may be reduced to the poWer line by superimposing 
the control signals to the supply voltage on line 55 by 
modulation and thus dispensing With a separate signal line 
27. 

[0094] FIGS. 11, 12 and 13 shoW, furthermore, a variant of 
the display unit 4, Which is equipped With a dot matrix or 
pixel matrix 66 of very small organic light-emitting diodes, 
so-called OLEDs. FIGS. 12 and 13 shoW a top vieW of the 
faucet according to arroWs XII, XIII in FIG. 11. The OLEDs 
are arranged on a disk-shaped carrier, Which is arranged 
protected inside the cover 28 or the housing and is covered 
and protected on the front side in the outWard direction by 
a transparent cover 65. 
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[0095] The display unit 4 may be designed, as in the 
above-described exemplary embodiments according to FIG. 
12, as a display unit 30 in the manner of a large-surface 
monitor or the like. FIG. 13 shoWs the variant of a ?eld 
display 29 With a plurality of ?eld elements formed by the 
OLEDs 57. The OLEDs 57 are graphics-capable display 
elements With a very small pixel siZe and a very fast 
response behavior. They permit static or moving image 
displays. A display unit 4 With OLEDs 57 makes possible, 
furthermore, a color display, optionally With a plurality of 
different colors. As an alternative, the dense pixel matrix 66 
may also be formed by other suitable small light-emitting 
pixel elements instead of by OLEDs 57. 

[0096] The contact betWeen the disk With the OLEDs 57 
and the printed circuit board 21 can be established by means 
of any desired and suitable poWer connection 64, and supply 
voltages and signal currents are transmitted. As is illustrated 
in FIG. 11, this poWer connection 64 may be formed by an 
elastic cubic pad made of foam rubber or the like With ring 
circuits, Which are arranged on the outside and are located 
at mutually spaced locations from one another. The pad is 
located betWeen the sensors 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 on the printed 
circuit board 21. 

[0097] Furthermore, FIG. 9 illustrates a variant of the 
supply means 10. A preferably controllable instantaneous 
Water heater 49, Which is connected to the cold Water feed 
12 and is connected With an, e. g., external energy supply unit 
79, is used here for the hot Water supply. The Water is heated 
in the instantaneous Water heater 49 With heating energy 
obtained from electricity, gas or the like. The Water tem 
perature is measured With a temperature sensor 16, Which is 
connected via a line 27 With the control unit 5, Which in turn 
controls the instantaneous Water heater 49 and a valve 13 or 
a ?oW limiter. The Water temperature can be regulated to a 
permanently preset value or a value selectable by the opera 
tor. 

[0098] Furthermore, sensors 58, 59 are arranged at the 
lines 9', 9" for the second and third ?uids 18, 19. These may 
be ?oW sensors 58, With Which the rate of ?oW is measured 
and Which also indicate Whether there is a ?oW of the 
medium 18, 19 at all. The sensors 58 are connected With the 
control unit 5 via lines 27. Other sensors in the form of 
?lling level meters 59, Which measure the ?uid content in 
the containers 17 and are likeWise connected With the 
control unit 5 via lines 27, optionally via the intermediary of 
the ?oW meter 58, may be associated With the containers 17. 
When the ?lling level of the ?uids 18, 19 in the containers 
17 becomes too loW, the control unit 5 sends a Warning 
signal or a call for maintenance. 

[0099] The operating components of the supply means 10 
may be arranged With one another in a common housing 63, 
to Which the containers 17, the ?uid lines 9, 9', 9", the poWer 
and signal line 55, the poWer supply unit 60 for the control 
unit 5, the cold Water feed 12, and the energy supply unit 79 
are connected on the outside on the outside. The housing 63 
protectingly surrounds the control unit 5, the instantaneous 
Water heater 49, the pumps 20 and the other sensors 
described above and other miscellaneous control elements. 

[0100] An internal energy supply unit 80, e.g., an electric 
battery, a gas cylinder or the like, Which is likeWise accom 
modated in the housing 63, may be present for an autarchic 
multifunction faucet 1. It is indicated schematically as an 
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alternative in FIG. 9. In addition, it is favorable for this if the 
control head 69 has an internal poWer supply unit 77, for 
example, an electric battery. The energy supply units 77, 79, 
80 of the supply means 10 and of the control head 69 may 
be replaced at the time of the periodic maintenance. 

[0101] FIG. 17 shoWs such an autarchic multifunction 
faucet 1 of the above-described modular design With a faucet 
insert 50 and a control head 69, Which has an electric battery 
77 and a remote data transmission interface 38" for the 
Wireless signal transmission to the control unit 5 and a 
remote data transmission interface 38' located there. The 
interfaces 38', 38" may be designed as radio modules With 
transmitter and receiver units. 

[0102] In such an embodiment, the battery 77 in the 
control head 69 may have a limited capacity or can be 
replaced only at greater intervals. The energy may not be 
su?icient in these cases for the operation of an optical 
display 4 in the control head 69. The optical display 4 may 
be displaced aWay from the control head 69 to another point 
of the multifunction faucet 1 or optionally also into the area 
of the Wash basin 69. The control head 69 corresponds to the 
embodiment according to FIG. 11 With the exception of the 
missing optical display 4 and has a cover 28 Which is closed 
on the front side. 

[0103] FIG. 17 shoWs tWo alternatives for the external 
arrangement of the optical display 4. In the variant indicated 
by solid lines, the optical display 4 is arranged in the foot 
area 62 of the multifunction faucet 1. It may also be located 
at another point of the faucet. The alternative draWn in 
broken lines shoWs the optical display 4 at the edge of the 
Was basin 61. In both cases, the optical display 4 is con 
nected With the control unit 5 and the internal poWer supply 
79, 80 of the supply unit 10 via an electric line 27, 55. This 
poWer supply 79, 80 has a higher capacity than the battery 
77 in the control head 69 and permits a longer operating 
time. In addition, the optical display 4 does not need to be 
replaced at the time of maintenance and replacement of the 
control head 69. The optical display 4 is actuated by the 
control unit 5 via one of the electric lines 27, 55. 

[0104] While speci?c embodiments of the invention have 
been shoWn and described in detail to illustrate the appli 
cation of the principles of the invention, it Will be under 
stood that the invention may be embodied otherWise Without 
departing from such principles. 

Appendix 

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMBERS 

[0105] 1 Multifunctional faucet 

[0106] 2 Dispensing faucet 

[0107] 3 Sensor means 

[0108] 4 Display 

[0109] 5 Control 

[0110] 6 Dispensing opening for ?uid 1, Water 

[0111] 7 Dispensing opening for ?uid 2, soap 

[0112] 8 Dispensing opening for ?uid 3, disinfectant 

[0113] 9 Line for ?uids 
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[0114] 9' Line for ?uid 2, soap 

[0115] 9" Line for ?uid 3, disinfectant 

[0116] 10 Supply means for ?uids 

[0117] 11 Water feed, hot 

[0118] 12 Water feed, cold 

[0119] 13 Valve 

[0120] 14 Mixing means 

[0121] 15 Setting means 

[0122] 16 Temperature sensor 

[0123] 17 Container, bottle 

[0124] 18 Fluid 2, soap 

[0125] 19 Fluid 3, disinfectant 

[0126] 20 Pump 

[0127] 21 Printed circuit board 

[0128] 22 Sensor, top 

[0129] 23 Sensor, bottom 

[0130] 24 Sensor, left 

[0131] 25 Sensor, right 

[0132] 26 Sensor, front 

[0133] 27 Wire, electric 

[0134] 28 Cover 

[0135] 29 Optical display, ?eld display 

[0136] 30 Optical display, display 

[0137] 31 Acoustic display, loudspeaker 

[0138] 32 LED, red 

[0139] 33 LED, green 

[0140] 34 LED, blue 

[0141] 35 Microprocessor 

[0142] 36 Faucet head 

[0143] 37 Seal, sealant 

[0144] 38 Data telecommunication interface 

[0145] 38' Remote data transmission interface, radio mod 
ule, control unit 

[0146] 38" Remote data transmission interface, radio 
module, faucet head 

[0147] 
[0148] 
[0149] 
[0150] 
[0151] 
[0152] 
[0153] 
[0154] 
[0155] 

39 Higher-level control 

40 Alarm system 

41 Reader, transponder, bar code reader 

42 Text ?eld, display ?eld 

43 SWitching ?eld, symbol ?eld 

44 Image projection means 

45 Projector 

46 Projection surface 

47 Image beams 
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[0156] 48 Microprocessor on printed circuit board 

[0157] 49 Heater, instantaneous Water heater 

[0158] 50 Faucet insert 

[0159] 51 Perlator, aerator, Water breaker or Water softener 

[0160] 52 Tube 

[0161] 53 Tube coupling 

[0162] 54 Duct 

[0163] 55 Electric line 

[0164] 56 Plug, coupling 

[0165] 57 Display, OLED 

[0166] 58 Sensor, ?oW meter 

[0167] 59 Sensor, ?lling level meter 

[0168] 60 PoWer supply unit 

[0169] 61 Wash basin 

[0170] 62 Foot of faucet 

[0171] 63 Housing 

[0172] 64 PoWer connection 

[0173] 65 Cover 

[0174] 66 Pixel matrix 

[0175] 67 NoZZle insert 

[0176] 68 Passage opening, pipe opening in jacket 

[0177] 69 Control head 

[0178] 70 Insert block 

[0179] 71 Insert opening 

[0180] 72 Mounting collar 

[0181] 73 Mounting attachment 

[0182] 74 Collar 

[0183] 75 Pipe opening, front side 

[0184] 76 Groove 

[0185] 77 PoWer supply unit, battery 

[0186] 78 Free space 

[0187] 79 PoWer supply unit 

[0188] 80 PoWer supply unit 

What is claimed is: 
1. A multifunctional faucet, comprising: 

a ?uid discharge means for dispensing one or more ?uids 
of a state that may optionally change; 

a ?uid supply means for supplying said one or more 

?uids; 
an information reader associated With said ?uid discharge 
means for reading user information of any one of a 
plurality of user identi?cation elements, With each of 
the user identi?cation elements having individualiZed 
user information; and 
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a faucet control operatively connected to said information 
reader for receiving user information read by said 
reader. 

2. A multifunctional faucet in accordance With claim 1, 
Wherein said reader comprises a transponder arrangement or 
a bar code reader. 

3. A multifunctional faucet in accordance With claim 1, 
Wherein said faucet control is connected to an alarm unit for 
providing one of an audible or visible alarm. 

4. A multifunctional faucet in accordance With claim 1, 
Wherein said control includes a user program for evaluating 
and processing person-related user information in said indi 
vidualiZed user information received from user identi?ca 
tion elements. 

5. A multifunctional faucet in accordance With claim 4, 
Wherein the user program is a personnel management pro 
gram for checking and logging preset stalf Wash cycles. 

6. A multifunctional faucet in accordance With claim 1, 
further comprising a visual or audio display. 

7. A multifunctional faucet in accordance With claim 1, 
Wherein said multifunctional faucet has a sensor. 

8. A system for detecting user information in sanitary 
areas, the system comprising: 

a multifunctional faucet With a ?uid discharge means for 
dispensing one or more ?uids of a state that may 
optionally change, a ?uid supply means for supplying 
said one or more ?uids, and an information reader 

associated With said faucet; and 

a plurality of user information means for being carried 
along by a user of a plurality of users With each user 
information means having individualiZed person-re 
lated user information, said reader Wirelessly reading 
user information of any one of said plurality of user 
identi?cation elements. 

9. A system in accordance With claim 8, Wherein said 
reader comprises a transponder means and said information 
means comprises a transponder. 

10. A system in accordance With claim 8, further com 
prising: 

a faucet control operatively connected to said information 
reader for receiving user information read by said 
information reader and With a program for evaluating 
and processing the person-related user information 
received. 

11. A system in accordance With claim 10, Wherein the 
program is a personnel management program for checking 
and logging preset Wash cycles of a stalf. 

12. A system in accordance With claim 8, Wherein said 
faucet control is connected to an alarm unit. 

13. A system in accordance With claim 8, Wherein said 
multifunctional faucet has at least one visual or audio 
display. 

14. A system in accordance With claim 8, Wherein said 
multifunctional faucet has a sensor. 

15. A process for detecting user information in sanitary 
areas, the process comprising the steps of: 

arranging a multifunctional faucet in a position for use by 
a user, the multifunctional faucet including a ?uid 
discharge means for dispensing one or more ?uids of a 
state that may optionally change, a ?uid supply means 




