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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method and apparatus for locating position of a GPS 
device is described. In one example, a multi-function mobile 
device, Which is operable to communicate With a data 
network using a radio frequency signal and to determine a 
position based on a positioning signal, includes processing 
elements, at least one memory, and a host processor. The 
processing elements are operable to perform real-time cal 
culations With the positioning signal. The memory, Which is 
coupled to the processing elements, is operable to receive 
and store, in real time, results of the real-time calculations. 
The results include a correlation relating the position signal 
With a source of the position signal and a delay value 
associated With the source. The host processor is operable to 
(i) retrieve the results from the memory, (ii) process the 
results to generate positioning information, and (iii) perform 
calculations for communicating With the data network. 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR LOCATING 
POSITION OF A GPS DEVICE 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a continuation of co-pending 
US. patent application Ser. No. 11/039,736, ?led Jan. 20, 
2006, Which is a continuation of US. patent application Ser. 
No. 10/295,332, ?led Nov. 15, 2002 (now US. Pat. No. 
6,853,916), Which is a continuation of US. patent applica 
tion Ser. No. 09/990,479, ?led Nov. 21, 2001 (now US. Pat. 
No. 6,487,499, issued Nov. 26, 2002), Which is a continu 
ation of US. patent application Ser. No. 09/553,930, ?led 
Apr. 21, 2000 (now US. Pat. No. 6,453,237, issued Sep. 17, 
2002), Which claims bene?t of U. S. Provisional Patent 
Application Ser. No. 60/130,882, ?led Apr. 23, 1999. Each 
of the aforementioned patents and patent applications are 
incorporated by reference herein in their entireties. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 
[0003] The present invention relates to mobile Wireless 
devices as used in personal and asset location systems. In 
particular, the present invention relates to a method and 
apparatus for utilizing the Global Position System (GPS) to 
locate objects over a large geographic region and to provide 
information or services related to a real time position of the 
object. 
[0004] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0005] With the advent of the Global Positioning System 
(GPS), there is groWing demand for mobile devices that can 
locate and track children, the elderly, emergency situations, 
tourists, security, valuable assets, and the like. Devices built 
using conventional GPS receivers have been developed by a 
number of companies. These current generation devices 
have major limitations in terms of indoor penetration, poWer 
consumption, accuracy, and acquisition time. 

1. Field of the Invention 

[0006] To address the above issues neW GPS processing 
architectures have evolved that utiliZe a combination of 
mobile GPS receivers and ?xed GPS infrastructure commu 
nicating via Wireless links. Systems With this architecture 
collect the majority of the data for location using the ?xed 
infrastructure and, compared to traditional GPS, are able to 
offer large improvements in accuracy, indoor penetration, 
acquisition time, and poWer consumption. Thus far, such 
systems are based upon a ?xed site GPS receiver that is 
physically located in the local vicinity of the mobile receiver 
and are therefore dif?cult to extend to broad coverage areas 
Without a large proliferation of ?xed site GPS receivers. 
Furthermore, such systems require a Wireless link that 
provides communication in real-time and therefore such 
systems cannot take advantage of non real-time messaging 
systems such as paging netWorks. 

[0007] Thus there is a need for a GPS processing archi 
tecture and device technology that provides the bene?ts of 
improved accuracy, indoor penetration, acquisition time, and 
poWer consumption and also offers the capability to function 
over large geographic coverage areas Without requiring a 
?xed site GPS receiver in the local vicinity of the mobile 
device. Furthermore, to take advantage of broad coverage 
messaging systems, the architecture should have the ability 
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to operate over a link Which is not real-time, i.e. a link Where 
there is signi?cant and possibly unknoWn message latency. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] The invention provides a method and apparatus for 
locating a mobile device over a broad coverage area using a 
Wireless communications link that may have large and 
unknoWn latency. The apparatus comprises at least one 
mobile device containing global positioning system (GPS) 
processing elements, a GPS reference netWork comprising a 
plurality of ?xed site GPS receivers at knoWn locations, a 
position server With softWare that executes GPS processing 
algorithms, a Wireless communications link, and at least one 
location requester. 

[0009] The method consists of using GPS measurements 
obtained at the ?xed site GPS receivers to build a real time 
model of the GPS constellation Which includes models of 
satellite orbits, satellite clocks, and ionosphere and tropo 
sphere delays. The model is used by algorithms Within the 
position server to create an initialiZation packet used to 
initialiZe GPS processing elements in the mobile devices. 
Once initialiZed, the GPS processing elements detect and 
measure signals from the GPS satellites. The measurements 
made are returned to the position server, Where additional 
softWare algorithms combine the information With the real 
time Wide area model of the GPS constellation to solve for 
the position of the mobile device. The computed position is 
then provided to the location requester. 

[0010] The system design is such that messages to and 
from the mobile device can be delayed in time by an 
unknoWn amount as Would be the case for a non real-time 

communication system. Furthermore, only a small number 
of ?xed site GPS receivers are required in the system and 
there is no requirement to have a ?xed site GPS receiver in 
the local region of the mobile device. 

[0011] The GPS processing elements in the mobile devices 
include a highly parallel GPS correlator that is capable of 
searching and detecting signals over a Wide range of 
unknoWn signal delays. The highly parallel nature of the 
GPS processing alloWs the system to use long averaging 
periods Which are impractical for a conventional GPS 
receiver that searches for signals sequentially using a small 
number of correlators. The long averaging times are made 
possible by the parallel correlation that alloW the system to 
locate objects in di?icult signal environments, such as inside 
buildings, Where conventional GPS cannot function. 

[0012] Furthermore, the system design is such that the 
GPS processing elements in the mobile devices are respon 
sible for making only an instantaneous measurement of the 
sub-millisecond PN code phases of the received signals, and 
do not collect GPS navigation data or time tag information. 
Conventional GPS receivers, by contrast, require a long time 
period (typically one minute or more) of continuous and 
strong signal reception in order to acquire navigation data 
and timing. Thus, the system produces ?xes much more 
quickly than a conventional GPS and can do so in environ 
ments Where signals are relatively Weak and unstable. 

[0013] The overall architecture supports many different 
user models. Speci?cally, the location requestor may be the 
user of the mobile device or a different entity such as a 
Internet terminal or an emergency assistance center. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0014] So that the manner in which the above recited 
features of the present invention are attained and can be 
understood in detail, a more particular description of the 
invention, brie?y summarized above, may be had by refer 
ence to the embodiments thereof which are illustrated in the 
appended drawings. 

[0015] It is to be noted, however, that the appended 
drawings illustrate only typical embodiments of this inven 
tion and are therefore not to be considered limiting of its 
scope, for the invention may admit to other equally effective 
embodiments. 

[0016] FIG. 1 depicts a block diagram of an object locat 
ing system; 

[0017] FIG. 2A and 2B together depict a ?ow diagram of 
a ?rst embodiment of a method for locating a mobile device; 

[0018] FIG. 3 depicts a functional block diagram for using 
the wireless system to adjusted for clock errors in a mobile 
device; 

[0019] FIG. 4 depicts a ?ow diagram of a signal search 
method; 

[0020] FIG. 5 depicts a ?ow diagram of a method of 
producing the correct integer values of milliseconds in the 
pseudo-ranges; 

[0021] FIG. 6 depicts a ?ow diagram of a software imple 
mentation of a parallel GPS correlator; 

[0022] FIG. 7 depicts a ?ow diagram of a method of 
identifying true correlation peaks; 

[0023] FIG. 8 depicts a functional block diagram of a 
hardware implementation of a parallel GPS correlator; 

[0024] FIG. 9 depicts a ?ow diagram of a method for 
calculating position and time from measured data; 

[0025] FIG. 10 depicts a functional block diagram of a 
system for transferring location data in an emergency 911/ 
cellular phone environment; 

[0026] FIG. 11 depicts a functional block diagram of a 
system for transferring location data in a pager environment; 
and 

[0027] FIG. 12 depicts a functional block diagram of a 
system for transferring location data in a wireless browser 
environment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0028] To facilitate understanding the description has been 
organiZed as follows: 

[0029] Overview, introduces each of the components of 
the invention, and describes their relationship to one 
another; 

[0030] Wide Area Model, describes the formation of the 
model of the GPS constellation; 

[0031] Initialization packet, describes how data from 
the wide area model is used by the mobile device to 
accelerate signal detection; 
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[0032] Convert PN code phases to full pseudo-range, 
describes how the full pseudo-ranges are calculated at 
the server from the sub-millisecond code phases mea 
sured at the mobile device; 

[0033] Compute position, describes how the server 
computes the mobile device position, and time of 
measurement; 

[0034] Fault detection, describes how the server iden 
ti?es errors, particularly incorrect integer values in the 
pseudo-ranges; 

[0035] Stored almanac model, describes an alternative 
method for providing the initialiZation information for 
accelerated signal detection; 

[0036] Compact orbit model, describes an alternative 
method for providing the initialiZation information for 
accelerated signal detection. This alternative can be 
used by mobile devices that compute their own posi 
tion; 

[0037] Software implementation of the parallel GPS 
correlator, described one embodiment of a parallel GPS 
correlator used for detection and measurements of GPS 
signals at a mobile device; and 

[0038] Hardware implementation of the parallel GPS 
correlator, described a second embodiment of a parallel 
GPS correlator used for detection and measurements of 
GPS signals at a mobile device. 

[0039] Overview 

[0040] The invention provides a method and apparatus for 
locating a mobile device over a broad coverage area using a 
wireless communications link that may have large and 
unknown latency. The apparatus comprises at least one 
mobile device containing global positioning system (GPS) 
processing elements, a GPS reference network comprising a 
plurality of ?xed site GPS receivers at known locations, a 
position server with software that executes GPS processing 
algorithms, a wireless communications link, and at least one 
location requester. 

[0041] The method consists of using GPS measurements 
obtained at the ?xed site GPS receivers to build a wide area 
model of the GPS constellation that includes real-time 
models for satellite orbits, satellite clocks, and ionosphere 
and troposphere delays. The wide area model is used by 
algorithms within the position server to create initialiZation 
information that is sent to the mobile devices. The GPS 
processing elements in the mobile devices use the initial 
iZation information, together with mobile clock information, 
to generate pseudo-range and pseudo-range rate predictions 
that allow the parallel GPS correlator to rapidly detect and 
measure the PN code phase delays from a plurality of 
satellites. The PN code phase delays are returned to the 
position server, where additional software algorithms com 
bine the information with the wide area model to solve for 
the position of the mobile device. It should be noted that 
solving for position requires only the sub-millisecond PN 
code phases from the mobile device, enabling the mobile 
device to obtain the necessary measurement data much more 
quickly than would be possible if full pseudo-ranges were 
needed. 

[0042] The initialiZation information can take on several 
forms. In one embodiment, the initialiZation information 
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consists of models of the changing pseudo range between 
the mobile device and each of a plurality of satellites. The 
pseudo range models, after being suitably adjusted for the 
e?fects of the clock in the mobile device, are used to generate 
pseudo range and pseudo range rate predictions for the 
parallel GPS correlator. The models are useful over long 
time spans, to alloW for latency in receipt of the initialiZation 
packet by the mobile device. 

[0043] In another embodiment, the initialiZation informa 
tion consists of a compact orbit model that is used by the 
mobile device in a similar manner to generate pseudo range 
and pseudo range rate predictions. An advantage of this 
approach is that the orbit model also carries information 
su?icient for the mobile device to compute position Without 
returning measurements to the position server. 

[0044] In another embodiment, the initialiZation informa 
tion consists of delta corrections that are used by the mobile 
device to correct pseudo range and pseudo range rate 
predictions that are computed from an almanac stored in the 
mobile device. 

[0045] In all of the embodiments, the models and/or 
predictions of pseudo range and pseudo range rate are 
adjusted for the a?fect of the mobile device clock. The 
adjustment is created using tracking information in the 
mobile device’s Wireless receiver Which tracks a Wireless 
carrier signal that is itself synchronized to GPS. 

[0046] FIG. 1 depicts a block diagram of a ?rst embodi 
ment of a personal and asset location system (PALS) 100. 
The PALS 100 uses a Global Positioning System (GPS) 101 
(or other similar satellite position location system) having a 
plurality of satellites 102 orbiting the earth. PALS 100 
comprises a reference station netWork 115 comprising a 
plurality of geographically dispersed reference stations 
Where each reference station comprises a ?xed site GPS 
receivers 1101 through 110n (collectively ?xed site GPS 
receiver 110), a position server With softWare that executes 
GPS processing algorithms 120 and a plurality of mobile 
devices 130. The mobile devices 130 are coupled to or 
otherWise associated With an object that is to be located, e.g., 
mobile object 131 including personal assets, equipment, 
persons and the like. The mobile devices 130 communicate 
With the position server 120 via a Wireless carrier 114. Each 
reference station 110 further comprises a conventional GPS 
receiver 1121 through 112n (collectively conventional GPS 
receivers 112) located at a precisely knoWn locations. For 
example, for a global netWork, the netWork may comprise 
just a feW stations to observe all satellites at all times, With 
more stations added to further improve the model of the GPS 
constellation. Each of the conventional GPS receivers 112 is 
coupled to the position server 120 via a netWork commu 
nications link 103. 

[0047] In one embodiment, the position server 120 is 
utiliZed to determine the location of the mobile receiver 130. 
The mobile device 130 contains a Wireless communications 
transceiver 140 that enables the receiver to communicate 
With the position server 120 through the Wireless carrier 114. 
One embodiment of the invention uses a duplex Wireless 
protocol to communicate With the mobile device 130 via 
links 107 and 109 (an application of the invention is further 
described With reference to FIG. 8 beloW). The Wireless 
carrier communicates With the server through a conventional 
communication netWork 111. 
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[0048] As discussed beloW, the device 130 comprises a 
Wireless transceiver 140, a GPS receiver front end 134, and 
a GPS signal processor 138. The GPS signal processor 138 
includes a highly parallel GPS correlator and associated 
softWare to perform various algorithms described beloW. 
The mobile device 130 receives initialiZation data from the 
position server 120 through the Wireless link 109, collects 
certain GPS signal information, processes that information 
and sends the processed information through link 107 to the 
Wireless carrier 114. The Wireless carrier 114 transmits the 
information through link 111 to the position server 120. In 
one embodiment, the position server 120 processes the GPS 
information from the device 130 to determine the device’s 
location. A location requestor 122 can then request the 
receiver’s location through a number of communications 
paths 105, e.g., dial up access, Internet access, Wired land 
line and the like. The location requestor can also be the user 
of the mobile device in Which case location requests could 
also be communicated through the Wireless carrier. 

[0049] The conventional ?xed site GPS receivers 112 of 
the reference station netWork 115 transmit GPS measure 
ments received from all the visible satellites 102. The data 
is transmitted from each conventional GPS receiver 112 to 
the position server 120. For example, the data may be 
transmitted through the reference station netWork 115 via a 
router and dedicated landline (e.g., ISDN, T1, T2, and the 
like) or in TCP/IP format over the Internet to a hub at the 
position server 120. The communication netWork compo 
nents are represented by links 103. Thereafter, the position 
server 120 is responsible for computing the position of the 
mobile device 130 by using in part, the GPS data transmitted 
across the reference station netWork 115. 

[0050] Wide Area Model 

[0051] In order to determine the position of the mobile 
device 130, the PALS 100 utiliZes a Wide area inverse 
dilferential GPS technique to locate the mobile device 130. 
Speci?cally, the position server 120 uses the reference 
netWork 115 information to build a real-time Wide area 
model of the GPS constellation Which includes estimates of 
satellite orbits, satellite clocks, and ionosphere and tropo 
sphere delays. The Wide area model is used for tWo pur 
poses. First, the model is used to generate an initialization 
packet that is transmitted to the mobile device and is used by 
the GPS signal processor to help detect and measure the GPS 
satellite signals. Second, the model is used together With the 
PN code phase values from the mobile device 130 to solve 
for the position of the mobile device 130. 

[0052] FIG. 2 depicts the proper alignment of FIGS. 2A 
and 2B. FIGS. 2A and 2B, taken together, depict a How 
diagram of a ?rst embodiment of a PALS processing method 
200 for locating a mobile device. In step 205, the GPS 
measurements from GPS receivers 112 of the reference 
station netWork 115 are sent to the position server 120. At 
step 210, the position server 120 combines a plurality of 
GPS satellite 112 measurements to produce a Wide area 
model 220 that is used to generate real-time estimates of 
parameters related to the GPS system including satellite 
orbits 221, satellite clocks 222, and a geometric model of the 
atmospheric delay 223. The atmospheric delay models 223 
are useful Within the geographic region spanned by the 
reference netWork 115. The orbit and satellite modeling 
information 221, 222 is provided for all satellites and is 
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useful for any mobile device 130. In one embodiment of the 
invention, the parameters are estimated by a Kalman ?lter 
that iteratively converges upon a large number of parameters 
that form a least squares ?t to the data observed at each 
reference station 110. These Wide area modeling techniques 
are Well knoWn in the industry. When used in this embodi 
ment, these Wide area modeling techniques provide accuracy 
and the ability to predict satellite signals over a broad 
coverage region using a relatively small number of receivers 
112 in the reference netWork 115. Thus, one advantage of 
utilizing the Wide area dilferential GPS technique is that the 
reference stations 110 in the netWork 115 can be spaced 
further apart than Would be required With conventional 
DGPS. This means that, to achieve an accurate position for 
the mobile device, no ?xed site GPS receiver is required in 
the vicinity of the mobile device. 

[0053] Additionally, since the creation and maintenance of 
the model occurs once and is usable for all mobile device 
positions, the technique is computationally e?icient When 
large number of mobile devices 130 must be serviced 
concurrently. 

[0054] 
[0055] To determine the position of an object 131, a 
location request is received at step 245 for the position of a 
mobile device 130. At step 250, the Wireless carrier 114, in 
turn, sends a request to the position server 120 requesting 
initialization information for the GPS processing in the 
mobile device 130. This request is accompanied by a rough 
estimate of position 250 for the mobile device 130. 

Initialization Packet 

[0056] The approximate position of the mobile device 130 
is provided by the Wireless carrier 114 to the position server 
120 through a conventional link 111. In a cellular phone 
system, for example, this information can be derived from 
knowledge of the particular cellular base station being used 
to communicate With the mobile device 130. Similarly, in a 
2-Way paging system, the registration of the pager into a 
market service area provides the Wireless carrier 114 With a 
rough idea of the position of the mobile device. 

[0057] The position server makes use of the rough esti 
mate of position 250 and the Wide area model 220 to create 
an initialization packet that is transmitted to the mobile 
device. The mobile device uses the initialization packet to 
calculate the expected satellite ranges and range rates. These 
Will be used to drive the parallel GPS correlator in order to 
accelerate signal detection and measurement. 

[0058] The range and range rates of a satellite signal, as 
measured by the mobile device, are also a?‘ected by time and 
frequency referencing errors in the mobile device. Conven 
tional GPS receivers address this uncertainty either by 
searching over a large range of possible frequencies and 
possible code-delays, or by tuning or steering the mobile 
device oscillator With an accurate external reference. As 
described beloW, the invention uses a novel technique to 
adjust the information in the initialization packet for the 
mobile clock error, avoiding the need for a large search or 
a steered/tuned oscillator. 

[0059] One embodiment of the initialization packet is a 
pseudo-range model, described in FIG. 2A. To create the 
pseudo-range model, the server ?rst creates a geometric 
range model at step 260. In one embodiment this is done by 
taking the norm of the vector from the rough estimate of 
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mobile device position to the real-time estimate of satellite 
position 221 supplied by the Wide area model. 

rangei=l satelliteipositionrmobileideviceiposition] (l) 

[0060] To create the pseudo-range model, at step 265, the 
position server 120 adjusts the geometric-range model to 
account for the e?fect of the satellite clock error 222 and the 
ionosphere/troposphere correction. To include the e?fect of 
the satellite clock error the range is adjusted by an amount 
equal to the satellite clock error multiplied by the speed of 
light. To include the e?fect of the ionosphere/troposphere 
error, the range is further adjusted by an amount equal to the 
ionosphere/troposphere delay, in the vicinity of the mobile 
device, multiplied by the speed of light. 

[0061] The pseudo-range model thus created is valid at a 
speci?c time. In one embodiment, to make the model valid 
over a longer period of time, the server calculates a similar 
model at several di?ferent times and then does a polynomial 
?t to the data to create a model parameterized in three terms, 
a, b, and c, for each satellite. A valid model can be obtained 
at some later time (dt) as folloWs: 

[0062] This alloWs the method to be used With systems 
that have large and unknoWn latency in the communication 
link, so that the mobile device Will need to apply the model 
as some later time. 

[0063] It is understood that there are many other math 
ematical techniques that can be employed. In general, the 
number of terms and precision required in the delay model 
Will be a function of the desired accuracy for the model as 
Well as the time span over Which the model Will be used. For 
example, a third order polynomial ?t is accurate enough to 
provide models of the delay that are su?iciently accurate to 
assist the GPS signal processing in the mobile device over 
periods of several minutes. 

[0064] The pseudo-range model provides for estimating 
the delay of a signal from the satellite and the changes in 
delay over time, alloWing the GPS signal processing to 
generate both time and frequency predictions for the GPS 
satellite signal at the mobile device 130. 

[0065] The pseudo-range model provides the mobile 
device With tWo separable pieces of information. The 
pseudo-range value tells the mobile device What code phase 
to expect from each satellite and the rate of change of 
pseudo-range tell the rate of change of the code- and carrier 
phase. In some systems it may be desirable to take advantage 
of the rate of change information only. In this case the term 
ai may be ignored from the model in equation (2). 

[0066] Referring to FIG. 2A, the pseudo-range models are 
next adjusted for the clock in the mobile device. One 
embodiment of the adjusted model is an adjusted pseudo 
range model, formed as folloWs: a model A, B, C is formed 
for the mobile device clock error 

clockierror(l+dl)=A+B. dl+C. dl2 (3) 

[0067] At step 270, this model is then incorporated into the 
initial pseudo-range model that is produced in step 265 to 
form the adjusted pseudo-range model. The adjusted 
pseudo-range model takes the form: 

0,). 

[0068] Where c is the speed of light. 
(4) 
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[0069] To determine the additional coef?cients A, B, C the 
GPS processing takes advantage of the fact that in most 
Wireless systems, the Wireless transmission themselves are 
synchronized to some degree With the GPS system. For 
example, modern paging systems use a time domain multi 
plexed protocol Wherein transmissions from individual 
transmitters in the system are all time synchronized With 
GPS. 

[0070] The synchronism of the Wireless system can take 
on several forms. In some systems, for example older analog 
cellular phones, only the frequencies of transmissions may 
be controlled, and While the timing of transmission is 
arbitrary. In other systems, such as pagers, the frequencies of 
transmissions may be someWhat arbitrary, but the timing of 
transmissions is closely controlled to support time domain 
multiplexing of the channel. Finally, in emerging Wireless 
standards, such as those using code domain multiple access, 
both frequency and timing of transmissions are closely 
controlled. For the purpose of the folloWing description, it is 
assumed that the Wireless system has both frequency and 
timing synchronization With the GPS system. 

[0071] FIG 3. illustrates a method for using the Wireless 
system 300 to create the adjusted pseudo-range models. A 
Wireless transceiver contains a softWare demodulator 301, 
generally implemented in a high speed digital signal pro 
cessor (DSP). The softWare demodulator 301, among other 
tasks, is responsible for tracking the Wireless carrier and 
determining clock and frame timing of data modulation on 
the Wireless carrier. When locked, certain values Within the 
tracking loops of the demodulator Will be representative of 
the offset of the mobile device time and frequency reference 
from that of the Wireless carrier and the data modulation. 
Since the latter are approximately synchronized With GPS, 
it may be seen that the values Within the tracking loops are 
representative of the offsets betWeen the time and frequency 
reference in the mobile device from the GPS system. 

[0072] In particular, in reference to the equation (3) above, 
the value A is derived from value of time offset betWeen a 
reference clock in the mobile device and a frame synchro 
nization point in the Wireless carrier modulation. The term B 
above is derived from the frequency term from the carrier 
tracking loop in the softWare demodulator. The term C above 
is a clock acceleration term that may also be derived from a 
second order ?lter term Within the carrier tracking loop. At 
step 270, appropriately derived values for A, B, and C are 
applied to the pseudo-range model from step 265 to create 
the adjusted pseudo-range model. 

[0073] In some systems, the mobile device may contain a 
feedback loop that keeps the frequency reference for the 
Wireless receiver in the approximate range of the carrier 
signal. This is no Way detracts from the method described 
since at any moment in time the tracking values in the 
softWare demodulator are representative of the instanta 
neous offset betWeen the frequency reference for the mobile 
device and the Wireless carrier. 

[0074] Furthermore, in some systems it may be desirable 
to use separate oscillators or time references to control the 
processing in the Wireless receiver and the GPS. In this case, 
a sync signal 311 may be optionally provided from the 
Wireless receiver to the GPS processing. The GPS process 
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ing samples and tracks the sync signal to determine, on a real 
time basis, the offset betWeen the separate oscillators and/or 
time references using a sync tracking circuit 312. These 
offsets, When combined With the tracking values from the 
Wireless receiver, represent the total offset of the GPS time 
and frequency reference from the Wireless carrier. The sync 
tracking circuit 312, for example, could consist of a numeri 
cally controlled oscillator (NCO) in the GPS that is driven 
by a feedback loop to generate a pulse in synchronism With 
the sync signal 311. In this case, the phase value in the NCO, 
at some internal time epoch Within the GPS, Would be 
representative of the delay betWeen that epoch and the sync 
signal 311. Furthermore, the frequency value in the NCO 
Would be representative of the relative rate betWeen clock 
signals in the GPS and the clock signal in the Wireless device 
used to generate the sync signal 311. In step 313, these 
values are appropriately scaled and added to the tracking 
values from the softWare demodulator 301 to adjust for the 
separate GPS clock. In step 270, these modi?ed values are 
used instead of the unmodi?ed outputs from the softWare 
demodulator to form the adjusted pseudo-range model. 

[0075] The above discussion assumed that the Wireless 
carrier is synchronized in time and frequency to the GPS 
constellation. In the case Where the Wireless carrier has only 
frequency synchronization, it is not possible to compute the 
A term in equation (3). In this case, the adjusted pseudo 
range model can still be created but Will be initially uncor 
rected for an arbitrary bias in the clock term (A.c+ai). The 
model is nevertheless useful because it contains information 
about pseudo-range rates. Furthermore, since the unknoWn 
term A is identical for all satellites, the GPS processing can 
subsequently solve for the term A once the pseudo-range 
delay to a single satellite is determined. 

[0076] It should be noted that the PALS method does not 
require or assume that the techniques described above 
provide perfect time and frequency synchronization With the 
GPS system. In practice, there are many sources of possible 
error in the coef?cients A,B,C including errors in the timing 
and frequency of the Wireless transmissions, tracking errors 
in the softWare demodulator, and unknoWn delays and 
frequency deviations caused by the motion of the mobile 
device. As Will be discussed beloW, the adjusted pseudo 
range models are used to predict only nominal values of 
pseudo-range and pseudo-range rate to Which uncertainty 
bands are added to ensure that the range of signal search is 
adequate. 

[0077] Returning to FIG. 2, the adjusted pseudo-range 
models generated at step 270 assist in the signal search 
function of step 290 that is performed by the GPS signal 
processing in the mobile receiver 130. Speci?cally, the 
adjusted pseudo-range model produces bounds on the uncer 
tainties associated With the expected frequency and time of 
arrival of the satellite signals. This enables the signal search 
function to accurately guide the detection and measurement 
process that is performed at step 291. It should be noted that 
steps 291 and 290 are interactive in that the results of 
detection and measurement can further guide the signal 
search step (as represented by path 285). Details of the 
signal search method employed in the preferred embodiment 
are described beloW With respect to FIG. 4. 

[0078] It is understood that the pseudo-range model is just 
one embodiment of the invention’s use of the initialization 
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packet for accelerated signal detection and measurement. 
TWo other embodiments, stored almanac model & compact 
orbit model, are described later. 

[0079] FIG. 4 is a How diagram ofa method 400 of signal 
search (step 290). The method begins at step 402 With an 
input of adjusted pseudo range model of step 270. At step 
404, the model is applied at the current time in the mobile 
device and is used to estimate the current frequency and 
timing of GPS satellite signals, as Well as the expected 
uncertainties of these quantities, to form a frequency and 
delay search WindoW for each satellite. This WindoW is 
centered on the best estimates of frequency and delay but 
alloWs for actual variations from the best estimates due to 
errors in the modeling process including inaccuracies in the 
rough user position, errors in the time and frequency transfer 
from the Wireless carrier etc. In addition, the frequency 
uncertainty is divided into a number of frequency search 
bins to cover the frequency search WindoW. 

[0080] In step 406, the detection and measurement process 
of step 291 in FIG. 2 is then set to program the carrier 
correction to the ?rst search frequency. At step 408, the 
parallel correlator is invoked to search for signal correlations 
Within the delay range of the delay WindoW. At step 410, the 
method 400 queries Whether a signal is detected. If no signal 
is detected, the carrier correction is set, at step 412, to the 
next search frequency and the search continues until a signal 
is found or the frequency search bins are exhausted. 

[0081] If, at step 410, the method 400 affirmatively 
ansWers the query, the signal is used at step 414 to further 
improve the estimate of clock time delay and clock fre 
quency offset. This information is utiliZed at step 416 to 
re-compute the frequency and delay search WindoWs for the 
remaining undetected satellites. In step 418, the process 
continues until all satellites have been detected or the search 
WindoWs have been exhausted. 

[0082] The method of FIG. 4 is illustrative of one of a 
variety of algorithms that can be used to guide the search 
process based on the GPS signal processing’s ability to 
estimate time and frequency. Additionally, the algorithms 
could be altered to include various retry mechanisms since 
the signals themselves may be fading or blocked. 

[0083] Convert PN Code Phases to Full Pseudo-Range 

[0084] The output of the detection and measurement pro 
cess (step 291) is a set of sub-millisecond PN code phase 
values 292 for as many satellites as could be detected by the 
GPS baseband processor. This information is sent to the 
position server 120 through links 109 and 111. 

[0085] In order to convert the values to full pseudo-ranges 
at step 295, it is necessary to ascertain the number of 
complete PN cycles (integer number) that must be added to 
the PN code phase value 292 to reach a full pseudo-range. 
FIG. 5 depicts a How diagram of a method 500 for ascer 
taining the complete PN cycles. 

[0086] In the method, only the relative integer values, not 
the actual values, are required, that is, if all the integer values 
are adjusted by the same amount, the subsequent position 
and time solution produced at step 296 Will be the same. This 
is because the position and time solution Will remove any 
common-mode error. It is noted that all pseudo-ranges are 
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expressed in milliseconds to represent the time of ?ight of 
the GPS signal from the satellite to the mobile device. 

[0087] The method 500 begins With the rough estimate of 
user position from step 250 and rough estimate of the time 
of arrival of the GPS signal at the mobile device (step 502), 
obtained from the real time clock at the position server. In 
one embodiment, a reference satellite is chosen as the 
satellite With the highest elevation angle of all the available 
satellites. The PN integer number for this satellite is esti 
mated by rounding the dilference betWeen the pseudo-range 
model (expressed in milliseconds) and the measured sub 
millisecond PN code phase (expressed in milliseconds): 

N l=round(pseudoirange 1 —PNicodeiphase 1) (5) 

[0088] The full pseudo-range is computed at step 504 for 
the reference satellite is then computed by adding the 
computed integer to the sub-millisecond PN code phase at 
step 501. At step 505, the method 500 computes the PN 
integer numbers for the other satellites by rounding the 
difference of the full pseudo-range of the reference satellite 
With the sub-millisecond PN code phase of each of the other 
satellites. 

Ni=round(pseudoirange 1-PNfcodefphasq) (6) 

[0089] Note that this equation (6) differs in a subtle but 
important Way from equation (5), in that the pseudo-range 
used is for satellite 1, While other terms are for the satellite 
i, resulting in a total cancellation of all common mode errors 
in the measurements (most of these come from the mobile 
device clock error). 

[0090] It is understood that other techniques may be used 
to estimate the integers, some of Which may not difference 
betWeen satellites as done above. 

[0091] Because the satellite range (expressed in millisec 
onds) changes by less than 0.17 milliseconds per minute, the 
above technique Will typically yield the correct integers 
Whenever the rough time estimate is Within tWo or three 
minutes of the correct GPS time of measurement. Also, 
because one millisecond of range corresponds to approxi 
mately 300 km in distance, this technique typically yields 
the correct integers When the rough user estimate is Within 
approximately 100 km of the true position of the mobile 
device. When operating over a Wide area such that the 
estimate of user position has a larger error, or the latency is 
several minutes, there Will be multiple sets of possible 
integers. To ensure that the correct integers are selected, the 
method 500, at step 506, computes all sets of possible 
integers. For each set, the server performs a position com 
putation. If the solution is over-determined, a set of residual 
values is obtained, indicating the degree of ?t achieved in 
the least squares algorithm. Incorrect integers Will yield very 
large residuals, and they can be eliminated, leaving only the 
correct combination of possible integers and the correct 
position and time. 

[0092] Returning to FIG. 2, the ability of the residual 
detection method to identify the correct set of integers is 
further enhanced by using range measurements from other 
sources, such as altitude estimates from a terrain model, time 
of arrival measurements from Wireless communications 
links, angle of arrival measurements at cell toWers, and the 
like. Each of these classes of measurements may be also 
included in the position computation 296 as described in 
FIG. 9. 






















