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(57) ABSTRACT 

A stand for supporting a vibrator/massaging device provides 
a swiveling and pivoting relationship through a ball joint 
connection between the massaging device and the base 
stand. The base stand comprises a suction cup bottom Which 
enables attachment to a variety of ?at surfaces. The stand has 
a receptacle for receiving a shaft end of the massaging 
device in a snug ?t, and has a slot in its side Wall for 
receiving an electrical cord for the massaging device. 
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SWIVEL STAND WITH SIDE SLOT FOR SUCTION 
CUP 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a continuation of US. patent 
application Ser. No. 10/652,957 (referred to herein as the 
’957 application), ?led on Aug. 29, 2003, naming Simon Siu 
Man Nan as inventor, entitled “Swivel stand With side slot 
and suction cup base,” and published as US. Patent Appli 
cation Publication No. 2005/0045779 on Mar. 3, 2005. The 
disclosure of the ’957 application is hereby incorporated by 
reference in its entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The invention relates to devices for holding and 
retaining massagers and vibrators for permitting hands free 
self-manipulation by a user. In today’s society, instant 
grati?cation is a much sought-after goal. People are con 
tinually striving to devise more creative activities for deriv 
ing pleasure. The sexual device industry is fast becoming a 
signi?cant market force, and the styles and varieties of 
sexual aids is limited only by the imagination. Vibrators and 
other phallic-shaped implements are a mainstay of many 
feminine private collections. Needless to say, for effective 
operation, the user must grasp the device With her hand and 
manually manipulate it as required. On occasion, hoWever, 
it may be inconvenient or impractical to use one’s hand, 
especially if the user has her hands engaged With a partner 
or is engaged in some other activity. While it may be 
possible to af?x the vibrator or massager to a surface, the 
result may be dissatisfying if the rigid placement of the 
device does not alloW for reciprocal movement With the user, 
and may even cause pain. It is therefore desirable to provide 
a capability for mounting a vibrator or massager so that it 
provides relative movement With respect to the point of 
mounting so the user may enjoy hands free manipulation. 

[0003] Vibrators occasionally have poWer cords Which can 
be a hindrance When mounting the device. Structures With 
receptacles for receiving the shaft of a vibrator normally 
Work quite Well for those that are battery operated and are 
cordless. For those vibrating devices Which have a cord 
emanating from their base shaft end, hoWever, a receptacle 
mounting means poses a problem. The extra space occupied 
by the cord prevents a snug ?t, Which is necessary for 
retention of the vibrator. While a open-bottomed receptacle 
might permit the cord to be guided through, it presents an 
inconvenience to the user in having to thread the cord 
through the open bottom end. A person seeking instant 
grati?cation is not likely to have the patience required to 
surgically guide the cord through that opening. 

[0004] It Would further be desirable if the means for 
mounting the vibrator permitted quick and easy attachment 
to a variety of surfaces. It Would be even further desirable if 
the means for mounting the vibrator permitted quick and 
easy attachment in a variety of orientations. It Would be yet 
further desirable if the means for mounting the vibrator Was 
able to accommodate a poWer cord emanating from the 
vibrator and still retain the vibrator in a snug, secure 
mounted relationship. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] The present invention is directed to a sWivel stand 
device that is siZed and shaped to receive a vibrating/ 
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massaging device and that alloWs for improved manipula 
tion of the device Without requiring use of a user’s hands. 
The sWivel stand comprises a shaft receiving receptacle 
pivotally mounted on to a base member through a ball and 
joint attachment. The receptacle is adapted for receiving and 
retaining the base of a vibrating/massaging device. The shaft 
receiving receptacle has a longitudinal slot in its side that 
receives the vibrator’s electrical cord or the like for con 
necting the device to a battery or control box Without 
interfering With the proper seating of the device’s base 
Within the receptacle. The side slot provides a convenient 
Way to retain the cord so that it does not interfere With the 
snug ?t of the vibrating/massaging device in the receptacle. 
It further provides for slight expansion of the receptacle 
Walls to permit slightly larger diameter devices to be 
received in the receptacle. 

[0006] The sWivel stand is mounted to a suction cup base 
Which permits attachment to a Wide variety of surfaces. In 
operation, the sWivel stand device may be temporarily 
attached by applying the suction cup base to a ?at surface, 
such as a tile ?oor or a smooth Wall. The user then inserts the 
base of the vibrating/massaging device into the receptacle of 
the sWivel stand. Once so inserted, the user threads the 
electrical cord of the vibrating/massaging device through the 
side slot in the receptacle. The user then may freely rotate 
and sWivel the stand relative to the ?at surface by virtue of 
the ball and socket joint connection betWeen the stand and 
the suction cup base. 

[0007] It is therefore an object of the invention to provide 
a stand for a vibrating/massaging device that can be attached 
to a Wide variety of surfaces. It is a further object of the 
invention to provide a stand that enables the vibrating/ 
massaging device to be manipulated into a Wide variety of 
orientations and positions With respect to the surface 
engaged by the base. It is still further an object of the 
invention to provide a stand for a vibrating/massaging 
device that can accommodate an electrical or poWer cord 
disposed at the bottom of the device. 

[0008] These and other objects of the present invention are 
realiZed in the preferred embodiment of the present inven 
tion, described by Way of example and not by Way of 
limitation. Additional objects, advantages and novel features 
of the invention Will be set forth in the description that 
folloWs, and Will become apparent to those skilled in the art 
upon examination of the folloWing more detailed description 
and draWings in Which like elements of the invention are 
similarly numbered throughout. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a preferred embodi 
ment of the present invention. 

[0010] FIG. 2 is a top plan vieW of the device. 

[0011] FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional vieW in side elevation 
taken along lines 3-3 of FIG. 2. 

[0012] FIG. 4 is an exploded, perspective vieW of the 
components of the device. 

[0013] FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional vieW in side elevation of 
another embodiment of the present invention similar to that 
of FIG. 3. 
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[0014] FIG. 6 is an exploded, perspective vieW of the 
components of the embodiment of the device shoWn in FIG. 
5. 

[0015] FIG. 7 is a perspective vieW of the device support 
ing a massaging device. 

[0016] The foregoing summary, as Well as the following 
detailed description of certain embodiments of the presently 
described technology, Will be better understood When read in 
conjunction With the appended draWings. For the purpose of 
illustrating the presently described technology, certain 
embodiments are shoWn in the draWings. It should be 
understood, hoWever, that the presently described technol 
ogy is not limited to the arrangements and instrumentality 
shoWn in the attached draWings. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0017] Referring to the draWings, a preferred embodiment 
of the sWivel stand of the present invention is illustrated and 
generally indicated as 10 in FIGS. 1-7. The stand is com 
prised of receiving receptacle 12, ball joint member 14, and 
base member 16. Receiving receptacle 12 is holloW and is 
adapted to receive the shaft base end of a vibrating/massag 
ing device 18 as seen in FIG. 7. To permit expansion of side 
Walls 20, receiving receptacle is preferably comprised of 
plastic. Expansion of the side Walls Will alloW a massaging 
device With a slightly larger diameter to be held in the 
receiving receptacle in a snug ?t. A side slot 22 is disposed 
in receiving receptacle 12, and extends from a top lip thereof 
for a substantial distance doWn the side of receptacle 12 as 
shoWn in FIG. 1. Side slot 22 also permits expansion of side 
Walls 20 to receive a massaging device With a slightly larger 
diameter to be held in the receiving receptacle in a snug ?t. 

[0018] Base 16 comprises a suction cup attachment face 
24 and socket body 26. Suction cup face 24 permits attach 
ment to a Wide variety of ?at surfaces, and can even be 
placed on a Wall. A lifting tab 28 is provided on a perimeter 
edge of suction cup 24 to permit easy release of suction built 
up betWeen the base and an engaged surface so that the 
device may be removed from the surface. Socket body 26 is 
supported on top of suction cup 24 and can be integrally 
formed thereWith by molding or may be glued on or the like. 
Socket body 26 forms an internal threaded socket 30 Which 
receives a threaded stud 32 that serves to connect ball joint 
14 With base 16. 

[0019] Ball joint 14 permits a sWiveling and pivoting 
relationship betWeen massaging device receiving receptacle 
12 and base 16. One preferred embodiment is shoWn 3 and 
4, and provide for a ball member 34 integrally attached to the 
bottom of receiving receptacle 12. Ball member 34 is 
dimensioned to ?t in cup member 36 to establish a sWiveling 
and pivoting relationship therebetWeen. Cup member 36 is 
provided With threaded stud 32 for attachment to threaded 
socket 30 of base 16. 

[0020] Another preferred embodiment is shoWn 5 and 6, 
and provides for a cup member 40 internally disposed in the 
bottom of receiving receptacle 12. Ball member 42 has a 
threaded stud 44 Which permits engagement With threaded 
socket 30 of base 16. 

[0021] In operation as seen in FIG. 7, the sWivel stand 
device 10 may be temporarily attached by applying suction 
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cup 24 of base 16 to a ?at surface, such as a tile ?oor or a 
smooth Wall. The user then inserts the base of the vibrating/ 
massaging device 18 into the receiving receptacle 12. Once 
so inserted, the user threads the electrical cord 46 of the 
vibrating/massaging device 18 through threaded slot 22. The 
user then may freely sWivel stand 10 relative to the ?at 
surface by virtue of the ball and socket relationship betWeen 
receiving receptacle 12 and base 16. 

[0022] It should be understood from the foregoing that, 
While particular embodiments of the invention have been 
illustrated and described, various modi?cations can be made 
thereto, as Will be apparent to those skilled in the art, Without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. Such 
changes and modi?cations are Within the scope and teaching 
of this invention as de?ned in the claims appended hereto. 

1. A stand for supporting a vibrating/massaging device in 
a sWiveling and rotating relationship, said stand comprising: 

a ball joint member comprising plastic; 

a base member comprising a suction cup and being 
adapted to be connected to a support surface; and 

a shaft receiving receptacle comprising plastic and 
directly supported on said base member through said 
ball joint member in a sWiveling and rotating relation 
ship, 

Wherein said shaft receiving receptacle has an expansive 
resilience and is adapted to receive a shaft end of said 
vibrating/massaging device in a holloW chamber of said 
receptacle so that said device is supported for pivotable 
and rotational movement With respect to said stand, 
said shaft end having a larger diameter than a diameter 
of said holloW chamber. 

2. The stand of claim 1 in Which said ball joint member 
comprises a ball member pivotally received in a unitary cup 
member connected to said base member, said unitary cup 
member having an expansive resilience, said ball member 
being thereby removable from said unitary cup member. 

3. The stand of claim 1, Wherein said shaft receiving 
receptacle de?nes said holloW chamber having a longitudi 
nal slot disposed in a side Wall thereof. 

4. The stand of claim 3, Wherein said longitudinal slot 
originates at a top edge of an open end of said holloW 
chamber and extends along a length of said holloW chamber. 

5. A sWivel stand comprising: 

a base member; and 

a receiving receptacle mounted on said base member so as 
to permit said receptacle to pivot With respect to said 
base member, 

Wherein said stand is capable of holding a vibrating 
massage device so that said device is capable of piv 
oting and/ or rotating With respect to said base member. 

6. The sWivel stand of claim 5, Wherein said receptacle is 
mounted on said base member through a ball and joint 
attachment. 

7. The sWivel stand of claim 6, Wherein a ball of said ball 
and joint attachment is integrally attached to said receiving 
receptacle. 

8. The sWivel stand of claim 5, Wherein said receptacle 
includes a slot for receiving a poWer cord. 
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9. The swivel stand of claim 8, wherein said slot extends 
from one end of said receptacle to at least halfway to another 
end of said receptacle. 

10. The sWivel stand of claim 5, Wherein said receptacle 
is con?gured to receive and retain a base of a vibrating 
device. 

11. The sWivel stand of claim 5, Wherein said receptacle 
includes a holloW diameter and is con?gured to receive an 
object With a diameter larger than said holloW diameter. 

12. The sWivel stand of claim 5, Wherein said base 
member is capable of being temporarily attached to a ?at 
surface using a suction cup. 

13. The sWivel stand of claim 5, Wherein said base 
member comprises a suction cup face and a socket body. 

14. The sWivel stand of claim 13, Wherein said socket 
body and said suction cup face are integrally formed. 

15. The sWivel stand of claim 13, further including a 
threaded stud, 

Wherein said socket body includes a threaded socket 
capable of receiving said threaded stud to connect said 
base member With a ball and joint attachment. 
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16. The sWivel stand of claim 15, Wherein said ball joint 
permits a pivoting relationship betWeen said receptacle and 
said base member. 

17. A method for providing a sWiveling stand, said 
method comprising: 

attaching a suction cup base of said stand to a surface; 

inserting a base of a vibrating device into a receptacle of 
said stand; and 

rotating and/or pivoting said stand relative to said surface. 
18. The method of claim 17, further including threading 

a poWer cord of said vibrating device through a slot in said 
receptacle, 

19. The method of claim 17, further including removing 
said base from said surface. 

20. The method of claim 17, further including providing 
a threaded stud to connect a cup member of a ball and cup 
connection to a socket body of said base or to connect a ball 
member of said ball and cup connection to said socket body. 

* * * * * 


