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(57) ABSTRACT 

A roof ?ashing for or suitable for ?ashing a “ridgeline” as 
herein de?ned, the ?ashing being of multiple materials and 
being at least in part laminated and comprising or including 
a “ridge” overlying region to overlie the actual or phantom 
“ridge” to be ?ashed, the ridge being as herein de?ned, a ?rst 
?anking region extending from the ridge overlying region, 
and a second ?anking region extending from the ridge 
overlying region, Wherein the ridge overlying region is 
conformed to a retainable three dimensional form and/ or is 
conformable and can retain to a three dimensional form, and 
Wherein the ?rst and second ?anking regions extend from 
the ridge overlying region so as to ?ank the actual or 
phantom “ridge” to be ?ashed by the ?ashing, and Wherein 
there is a Weathering surface of one or more Weathering 
material(s) and at least one of the ?anking regions has at 
least a partial underlying support of the Weathering materi 
al(s). 
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ROOFING PRODUCTS AND METHODS AND 
APPARATUS THEREOF 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to a ?ashing suitable 
for ?ashing, for example but not limited to, the roof of a 
building. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] Many forms of ?ashing are known. Traditionally 
?ashings Were formed from sheets of lead and Were con 
formed on site to shapes required. Lead is both heavy and 
expensive and requires a lot of labour. It is also di?icult to 
have it satisfactorily retain a painted surface. 

[0003] Other methods of ?ashing a roof, such as a ridge of 
a roof With ridge caps or tiles requires pointing or rendering 
in the form of cement or mortar, Which over time breaks 
doWn and cannot move With the expansion and contraction 
of the building. The application and maintenance of such 
constructions is time consuming and expensive and may 
account for a large percentage cost of the ?nal roof structure. 

[0004] The present invention recognises the prospect of 
providing lightWeight roof ?ashings that are versatile as to 
their use (even though they may be pre-shaped for conve 
nience) and demand little in the Way of skill in their use. It 
is to this that the present invention is directed. 

[0005] I have determined that an effective conformable 
region of a ?ashing structure can be prepared by associating 
a conformable yet shape retaining layer having a mesh, 
perforate or other “open” character (e. g.; partially expanded 
sheet aluminium of a “mesh” character) using an appropriate 
adhesive bonding With a ?exible Weathering layer and 
thereafter relying on a tack retaining adhesive surface 
(Whether simply “shoW through” adhesive or adhesive in 
addition) for associating such a conformable region to a 
surface of a region to be ?ashed. 

[0006] There are instances hoWever Where it is desirable to 
have part of a roof ?ashing underlying a ridge cap, tile or 
member. Nevertheless there is a need, since it is the transi 
tion of a roof (Whether a ridge, valley or other transition) that 
is to be ?ashed, for there to be continuity in the Weathering 
surface. Other instances exist Where no ridge cap, tile or 
member is utilised and the ?ashing therefore forms the 
complete ridgeline. 
[0007] The object of the present invention is to provide a 
roof ?ashing for a ridge, valley or otherWise that goes 
someWay to meeting the above desiderata, or at least pro 
vides the public With a useful choice. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] In one aspect the present invention may be said to 
broadly consist in a roof ?ashing for or suitable for ?ashing 
a “ridgeline”, said ?ashing comprising or including: 

[0009] a) a “ridge” overlying region to overlie the actual 
or phantom “ridge” to be ?ashed, 

[0010] b) a ?rst ?anking region extending from the ridge 
overlying region, and 

[0011] c) a second ?anking region extending from the 
ridge overlying region, 
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[0012] Wherein the ridge overlying region is conformed to 
a three dimensional form and/or is conformable to a three 
dimensional form, 

[0013] and Wherein the ?rst and second ?anking regions 
extend from the ridge overlying region so as to ?ank the 
actual or phantom “ridge” to be ?ashed by the ?ashing, 

[0014] and Wherein the ?ashing is at least in part lami 
nated so as to have a Weathering surface of one or more 

material(s) and having in at least one of the ?anking regions 
at least a partial underlying support of the Weathering 
material(s). 
[0015] In one embodiment each of the ?anking regions has 
at least a partial underlying support of the Weathering 
material(s). 
[0016] Preferably said ?rst and second ?anking regions 
depend from a ?rst Zone of articulation immediately adja 
cent said ridge overlying region. 

[0017] Preferably at least one of the ?anking regions is at 
least conformed to a three dimensional form, is conformable 
to a retained or retainable three dimensional form or has a 

distal extremity greater in extent than the proximal extent of 
that ?anking region to said ridge overlying region. 

[0018] Preferably the roof ?ashing includes preferably by 
removal of a release sheet or release sheets to reveal an 
adhesive or other tack providing surface to alloW at least part 
of at least one of the ?anking regions to be adhesively 
attached to a support surface eg of a roo?ng material to be 
?ashed. 

[0019] In some options one or more materials eg as a 
laminate, provide the ridge overlying region Whilst in other 
forms the ridge overlying region can be at least in part, 
primarily or Wholly of the one or more material(s) providing 
a Weathering surface notWithstanding the fact that the ?ash 
ing is at least in part laminated (eg whether solely in one 
or both of the ?anking regions or otherWise). 

[0020] Preferably the distal ends of one or each of said ?rst 
and second ?anking regions distal from said “ridge” over 
lying region is conformed into a three dimensional region to 
alloW (by conformity or material thus made available) 
association With undulating or otherWise three dimensional 
roo?ng materials, to be ?ashed, ?anking said “ridge” or 
“ridgeline”. 
[0021] Preferably said three dimensional region is at least 
in part held in its three dimensional form by said partial 
underlying support. 

[0022] Preferably said partial underlying support is a 
conformable yet shape retaining three dimensionally con 
formed material. 

[0023] Preferably said three dimensionally conformed 
material underlies said Weathering layer. 

[0024] Preferably there is su?icient tack retaining adhe 
sive on the non-Weathering side of at least part of one or both 
said ?rst and second ?anking regions and/or said three 
dimensionally to associate said ?anking regions to said 
roo?ng materials. 

[0025] Preferably said tack retaining adhesive lies 
betWeen said Weathering layer and said dimensionally con 
formed material. 
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[0026] Alternatively said dimensionally conformed mate 
rial lies between said Weathering layer and said tack retain 
ing adhesive. 

[0027] Preferably said three dimensionally conformed 
material is a metal. Said metal can be sheet aluminium (and 
optionally may be Wholly or in part be able to be expanded). 

[0028] In one embodiment said three dimensional region 
is con?gured so as to exhibit a substantially sinusoidal 
section When being vieWed in section toWards said distal 
ends. 

[0029] Preferably said three dimensionally conformed 
material is a perforate or expanded sheet of a suitable metal. 

[0030] Preferably said three dimensionally conformed 
material is only partially expanded prior to application of 
said ?ashing. 

[0031] Preferably said three dimensional region can 
expand and contract in directions parallel and transverse to 
said “ridgeline” Which said ?ashing is to ?ash to further 
engage and conform to said roo?ng materials. 

[0032] Preferably a suitable natural or synthetic rubber 
material or plastics material provides said exterior ?exible 
Weathering surface. 

[0033] Preferably said suitable natural or synthetic rubber 
material or plastics material is selected from the Desmo 
pan® range of thermoplastic polyurethane materials. 

[0034] Preferably said “ridge” overlying region is con 
formed, as part of said lamination to a substantially rigid 
section underlying said Weathering layer. 

[0035] Preferably said substantially rigid section is of 
substantially complimentary con?guration conforming to 
said “ridge” beam or beams, or structure de?ning said 
“ridgeline”. 

[0036] Preferably said ?ashing has differing degrees of 
?exibility of the lamination over its cross section. 

[0037] Preferably said di?fering degree of ?exibility is at 
least in part due to differing ?exibility of said Weathering 
later. 

[0038] Alternatively said di?fering degree of ?exibility of 
said Weathering layer is due to differing thickness and/or 
differing material properties (such as density, ?exural 
strength, Shore hardness etc) of said Weathering layer. 

[0039] Preferably said Weathering layer over said rigid 
section is betWeen 100 and 600 microns thick. 

[0040] Preferably said Weathering layer over said rigid 
section is 200 microns thick. 

[0041] Preferably said three dimensionally conformed 
material is mould embedded at least in part in another 
material, said another material being ?exible but not neces 
sarily being said ?exible material(s) providing the exterior 
Weathering surface. 

[0042] Preferably Wherein a release sheet is associated 
With said tack retaining adhesive. 

[0043] Preferably said “ridge” overlying region includes a 
number of openings therethrough to alloW penetrative ?xers 
to a?ix the same to a “ridge” beam or beams. 
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[0044] Preferably said ?ashing is to underlie a ridge cap or 
ridge tile. 

[0045] Preferably said ?ashing has, at said distal ends 
further extensions (“?ank returns”) Which have a third Zone 
of articulation from said distal end to be articulated to 
engage With the under side of said ridge capping(s) or tile(s) 
to form a further Water and Weather proo?ng of said ridge. 

[0046] Preferably said Zone of articulation runs parallel to 
said ridge overlying region. 

[0047] Preferably said ?ank returns are separable into 
portions by lines of separation running substantially perpen 
dicular to said line of articulation. 

[0048] Preferably said ?ank returns further have Zones of 
adhesion to engage With the underside of said ridge cap 
ping(s) or tile(s). 

[0049] Alternatively said ?ashing may form the ridgeline 
Without reliance upon a ridge cap or ridge tile. 

[0050] Preferably said ?ashing is coloured to match the 
roo?ng material or tiles to Which it is applied. 

[0051] Alternatively said ?ashing may be coloured in a 
form as desired by the end user. 

[0052] In a second aspect the present invention consists in 
a method of ?ashing a roof With a ?ashing as herein before 
described, Wherein the ridge overlying region is applied to 
an actual or phantom “ridge” to be ?ashed, ?rst and second 
?anking regions extending from said ridge overlying region 
are located to lie upon and con?rm to roo?ng material(s) 
either side of said ridge to form With said roo?ng material(s) 
a continuous Weathering surface. 

[0053] Preferably each of the ?anking regions has at least 
a partial underlying support of the Weathering material(s). 

[0054] Preferably at least one of the ?anking regions is at 
least conformed to a three dimensional form, and is con 
formable to a retained or retainable three dimensional form 
or has a distal extremity greater in extent than the proximal 
extent of that ?anking region to said ridge overlying region. 

[0055] Preferably the roof ?ashing includes preferably by 
removal of a release sheet or release sheets to reveal an 
adhesive or other tack providing surface to alloW at least part 
of at least one of the ?anking regions to be adhesively 
attached to a support surface eg of a roo?ng material(s) to 
be ?ashed. 

[0056] Preferably some options one or more materials eg 
as a laminate, provide the ridge overlying region Whilst in 
other forms the ridge overlying region can be at least in part, 
primarily or Wholly of the one or more material(s) providing 
a Weathering surface notWithstanding the fact that the ?ash 
ing is at least in part laminated (eg whether solely in one 
or both of the ?anking regions or otherWise). 

[0057] Preferably said three dimensional region is at least 
in part held in its three dimensional form by said partial 
underlying support. 

[0058] Preferably said three dimensionally conformed 
material is a metal. 

[0059] Preferably said three dimensional region is con?g 
ured so as to exhibit a substantially sinusoidal section When 
being vieWed in section toWards said distal ends. 










