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A case for a portable digital media player includes a front 
surface having at least one vieWing WindoW, a rear surface 
opposite the front surface, side surfaces and top and bottom 
surfaces. A projection protrudes from one of the surfaces, 
such as the rear surface, to de?ne a region between the 

(73) Asslgnee: Marware’ Inc' projection and the one surface for receiving a cord. The 

(21) APPI' NO‘: 11/331,985 projection is shaped and sufficiently soft and ?exible to at 
least partially close the region and collapse onto the one 

(22) Filed: Jam 13, 2006 surface under application of pressure applied to the projec 
tion. Pressure applied to the projection When being held by 

Publication Classi?cation a user, being placed into a con?ned space or being placed on 
a surface With the projection facing doWn, is sufficient to at 

(51) Int. Cl. least partially close the region and collapse the projection 
B65D 6/00 (2006.01) onto the one surface. 
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PORTABLE DIGITAL MEDIA PLAYER CASE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The invention relates to a case for a portable digital 
media player, such as an Apple iPod. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0004] Ever since the introduction of the ?rst generation 
iPod portable digital media player into the marketplace, 
accessories of many types have been developed. Among 
those accessories are cases Which protect the iPod from 
shock and make it easier to grip. 

[0005] One such case produced by MarWare is formed of 
neoprene and has a large opening for the display screen and 
click Wheel and a ?ip-top. Another neoprene case produced 
by Incase has separate openings for the display screen and 
click Wheel and a Zipper closure. Neoprene ?ts loosely 
around the iPod and does not folloW the contour thereof. 

[0006] A case Which is manufactured by Speck is formed 
of KRATON® and has a dimpled exterior and an opening 
for various ports on the iPod. Silicone rubber cases made by 
iSkin, Xtreme Mac and Elecom ?t tightly over the iPod and 
have separate openings for the display screen and the click 
Wheel. The Elecom case has a region at the side for Winding 
an earbud headphone cord. 

[0007] None of the prior art cases provides a Winding 
region for the earbud headphone cord Which is soft, does not 
substantially enlarge the dimensions of the case and Which 
is unobtrusive. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] It is accordingly an object of the invention to 
provide a portable digital media player case, Which over 
comes the above-mentioned disadvantages of the hereto 
fore-knoWn devices of this general type and Which provides 
a storage location for an earbud headphone cord Which is 
unobtrusive for the user. 

[0009] With the foregoing and other objects in vieW there 
is provided, in accordance With the invention, a case for a 
portable digital media player. The case comprises a front 
surface having at least one vieWing WindoW, a rear surface 
opposite the front surface, side surfaces and top and bottom 
surfaces. A projection protrudes from one of the surfaces to 
de?ne a region betWeen the projection and the one surface 
for receiving a cord. The projection is shaped and suffi 
ciently soft and ?exible to at least partially close the region 
and collapse onto the one surface under application of 
pressure applied to the projection. This makes the projection 
unobtrusive to a user. 

[0010] In accordance With another feature of the inven 
tion, pressure applied to the projection When being held by 
a user, being placed into a con?ned space or being placed on 
a surface With the projection facing doWn, is suf?cient to at 
least partially close the region and collapse the projection 
onto the one surface. Thus, the projection almost disappears 
When under suf?cient pressure as is normally applied under 
use or When placed in the user’s pocket. 

[0011] In accordance With a further feature of the inven 
tion, the surfaces and the projection are formed of silicone 
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rubber. This material is suf?ciently soft and ?exible to 
collapse at the Winding region. 

[0012] In accordance With an added feature of the inven 
tion, the projection preferably protrudes from the rear sur 
face, but a side projection is also contemplated. Both loca 
tions prevent the Winding region from interfering With 
operation of the device. In accordance With an additional 
feature of the invention, a pedestal connects the projection 
to the rear surface. Not only the surfaces, but the pedestal 
and the projection as Well are formed of silicone rubber. 

[0013] In accordance With yet another feature of the 
invention, the projection has a substantially ?at outer surface 
parallel to the rear surface and tapered outer edges. These 
features permit the projection to almost completely disap 
pear When in normal use. 

[0014] In accordance With yet a further feature of the 
invention, the projection has a slot formed therein for 
retaining the cord. This prevents the cord from unraveling. 

[0015] In accordance With yet an added feature of the 
invention, the surfaces have openings formed therein for 
accessing ports of the portable digital media player. In 
accordance With a concomitant feature of the invention, the 
at least one vieWing WindoW in the front surface includes a 
cutout and a translucent region. Thus, all of the features of 
the media player can be accessed. 

[0016] Other features Which are considered as character 
istic for the invention are set forth in the appended claims. 

[0017] Although the invention is illustrated and described 
herein as embodied in a portable digital media player case, 
it is nevertheless not intended to be limited to the details 
shoWn, since various modi?cations and structural changes 
may be made therein Without departing from the spirit of the 
invention and Within the scope and range of equivalents of 
the claims. 

[0018] The construction and method of operation of the 
invention, hoWever, together With additional objects and 
advantages thereof Will be best understood from the folloW 
ing description of the speci?c embodiment When read in 
connection With the accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0019] FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic, front-elevational vieW of 
a portable digital media player case according to the inven 
tion; 

[0020] FIG. 2 is a top-plan vieW of the case of the 
invention; 

[0021] FIG. 3 is a bottom-plan vieW of the case according 
to the invention; 

[0022] FIG. 4 is a side-elevational vieW of the case of the 
invention; 

[0023] FIG. 5 is a rear-elevational vieW of the case of the 
invention; 

[0024] FIG. 6 is a vieW similar to FIG. 3 shoWing storage 
for earbud headphones; 

[0025] FIG. 7 is a vieW similar to FIG. 5 shoWing the 
storage for the earbud headphones; and 
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[0026] FIG. 8 is a perspective vieW showing the storage 
for the earbud headphones. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0027] Referring noW to the ?gures of the drawing in 
detail and ?rst, particularly, to FIG. 1 thereof, there is seen 
a case 1 for a portable digital media player, such as an Apple 
iPod. The case 1 is formed of silicone rubber, Which be any 
color and has a front panel 2 in Which a WindoW 3 for a 
display screen and a WindoW 4 for a selector such as a click 
Wheel are provided. Although the WindoW 3 is a cutout in the 
case for vieWing the display screen, the WindoW 4 is made 
translucent Which is accomplished by making the silicone 
rubber thinner in the region of the WindoW 4 to alloW 
operation of the click Wheel. 

[0028] As is seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, the case 1 has an upper 
surface 5 and a loWer surface 6. A side surface 7 of the case 
is shoWn in FIG. 4 and a rear surface 8 of the case is shoWn 
in FIG. 5. A projection 9 protrudes outWardly from the rear 
surface 8. The projection 9 has tapered edges and a ?at outer 
surface 10 Which is parallel to, but has a smaller area than, 
the rear surface 8. The projection 9 is connected to the rear 
surface 8 by a pedestal 11 Which smaller than the projection 
9, so that the projection 9 extends beyond the pedestal 11 on 
all four sides, de?ning a Winding region 12. The projection 
could also protrude from a different surface, such as one of 
the side surfaces. 

[0029] It may also be seen in FIG. 2 that the upper surface 
5 has an opening 13 for a headphone port Which alloWs a 
jack for earbud headphones to be plugged-in. The upper 
surface 5 also and a slot 14 for operation of a hold sWitch. 
FIG. 3 shoWs a slot 15 for use of a dock connector port. 
Other generations of the iPod have different port and sWitch 
locations and the case 1 is con?gured to correspond to those 
con?gurations. 
[0030] FIGS. 6, 7 and 8 also shoW earbud headphones 20 
having a plug 21 inserted through the opening 13 and 
earbuds 22 for placement in the ears of a user of the portable 
digital media player. It is also seen from these ?gures that a 
cord 23 for the earbud headphones 20 is Wound in the 
Winding region 12. Thus, When not is use, the earbud 
headphones 20 are Wound around the pedestal 11 and 
betWeen the projection 9 and the rear surface 8 of the case 
1. The projection 9 may optionally have one or more slots 24 
for retaining the cord and preventing the earbud headphones 
20 from being unWound When not in use. 

[0031] Since the projection 9 and the pedestal 11 are 
formed of silicone rubber Which is extremely soft and 
?exible and the projection is ?at and tapered, any pressure 
on the projection causes it and the pedestal to at least 
partially collapse and close the Winding region 12. The 
Winding region closes completely and ?atly against the rear 
surface 8 if under su?icient pressure When the cord 23 is not 
Wound in the Winding region. The Winding region also 
closes completely and almost ?atly over the cord if under 
su?icient pressure When the cord is Wound in the Winding 
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region. The tapered surfaces merge With the rear surface, so 
that the entire projection becomes unobtrusive to the user. 
Simply holding the case in the user’s hand or placing it in a 
con?ned space such as the user’s pocket, supplies su?icient 
pressure to collapse the projection 9, to at least partially 
collapse the pedestal 11 and to close the Winding region 12 
at the edges of the projection 12. Even placing the projection 
on a surface With an iPod in the case partly collapses the 
Winding region. Thus, the case With the storage location 
de?ned by the projection 9 and the pedestal 11 is no more 
cumbersome than a case Without a storage location. 

I claim: 
1. A case for a portable digital media player, the case 

comprising: 
a front surface having at least one vieWing WindoW; 

a rear surface opposite said front surface; 

side surfaces; 

top and bottom surfaces; and 

a projection protruding from one of said surfaces to de?ne 
a region betWeen said projection and said one surface 
for receiving a cord; 

said projection being shaped and su?iciently soft and 
?exible to at least partially close said region and 
collapse onto said one surface under application of 
pressure applied to said projection. 

2. The case according to claim 1, Wherein pressure applied 
to said projection When being held by a user, being placed 
into a con?ned space or being placed on a surface With 

said projection facing doWn, is su?icient to at least 
partially close said region and collapse said projection 
onto said one surface. 

3. The case according to claim 1, Wherein said surfaces 
and said projection are formed of silicone rubber. 

4. The case according to claim 1, Wherein said projection 
protrudes from said rear surface. 

5. The case according to claim 4, Which further comprises 
a pedestal connecting said projection to said rear surface. 

6. The case according to claim 4, Wherein said surfaces, 
said pedestal and said projection are formed of silicone 
rubber. 

7. The case according to claim 6, Wherein said projection 
has a substantially ?at outer surface parallel to said rear 
surface. 

8. The case according to claim 7, Wherein said projection 
has tapered outer edges. 

9. The case according to claim 1, Wherein said projection 
has a slot formed therein for retaining the cord. 

10. The case according to claim 1, Wherein said surfaces 
have openings formed therein for accessing ports of the 
portable digital media player. 

11. The case according to claim 1, Wherein said at least 
one vieWing WindoW in said front surface includes a cutout 
and a translucent region. 

* * * * * 


