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BREAST PROSTHESIS ENCLOSURE 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t of PPA Ser. No. 
60/720,335 ?led Sep. 26, 2005. 

FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH 

[0002] Not Applicable. 

SEQUENCE LISTING OR PROGRAM 

[0003] Not Applicable. 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION-FIELD OF 
INVENTION 

[0004] This invention relates to breast form prostheses and 
post mastectomy garments, speci?cally to an enclosure to 
support a breast form prosthesis. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] A mastectomy is the most common treatment for 
breast cancer Whereby all or a portion of a Woman’s breast 
is removed. Often, mastectomy patients choose to alter their 
appearance after the operation to appear more natural and 
feminine. This may be done either through reconstructive 
surgery or the use of a prosthetic. Even, if the individual 
chooses to have reconstructive surgery, doctors Will often 
recommend that they Wait several months or years for this 
operation. Prosthetics are the only alternative to these indi 
viduals prior to having reconstructive surgery and are a 
much less costly alternative in any event. 

[0006] Several types of breast prostheses are available. 
Some prosthetic breast forms are designed to adhere directly 
to the skin, such as that disclosed in US. Pat. No. 4,356,573 
to Knoche (1982). The Knoche patent discloses a silicone 
breast prosthesis. US. Pat. No. 4,426,742 to Prahl (1984) 
discloses a breast form prosthesis designed to attach directly 
to the body via a plug mechanism. While these prostheses 
minimiZe problems associated With security and shifting, 
they are often uncomfortable. Having a device in contact 
With the skin for long periods of time interferes With the 
skins natural ability to perspire and breathe. These prosthe 
ses can also be dif?cult or uncomfortable to remove When 

desired; for instance, While sleeping. 

[0007] Other solutions incorporate a garment, usually a 
bra, that contains a permanently a?ixed prosthesis. For 
instance, US. Pat. No. 6,234,867 to Fanelli (2001) discloses 
a line of undergarments With a prosthesis built into the 
garments. Because both the shape of the prosthesis and the 
siZe of the garment are peculiar to the individual, production 
of these garments is limited, resulting in increased costs. The 
cost is compounded by the fact that most Women desire to 
maintain a collection of garments. 

[0008] The cost is decreased by separating the prosthesis 
from the garment. One solution is to develop a breast form 
prosthesis With an integral means for attachment to the cup 
ofa bra. US. Pat. No. 5,458,635 to Berman (1995) discloses 
a breast form prosthesis of several layers that may be 
attached to the brassiere using the attached nylon tape. US. 
Pat. No. 7,070,620 to Miller (2006) discloses a breast form 
prosthesis With hook and loop material af?xed to the front 
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and back. The front attaches to a bust cup of a garment With 
mating hook and loop material. A pad is attached to the back 
of the breast form in a similar fashion to provide a barrier 
betWeen the prosthesis and the skin. This invention fails to 
provide a secure containment of the breast form because it 
requires tWo independent connections betWeen three 
devices. The present invention addresses this problem by 
having the back panel(s) permanently and ?xedly seWn or 
otherWise attached to the front panel. In general, these 
prostheses do not provide the security of placement, com 
fort, and visual appeal of the present invention. 

[0009] Another solution is to focus on the design of the 
garment. Several inventions provide a means for attaching a 
breast form prosthesis to a garment. US. Pat. No. 3,701,168 
to BaloW (1972) discloses a brassiere With an integral pocket 
for holding a breast form prosthesis. US. Pat. No. 4,185,332 
to Jahnig (1980) and US. Pat. No. 6,604,983 to Denn (2003) 
disclose slings With an incorporated pocket to receive a 
breast form prosthesis. US. Pat. No. 4,363,144 to Goad 
(1982) discloses a bra With fasteners on the inside of the cup 
for attaching a breast form prosthesis. US. Pat. No. 6,156, 
065 to Eaton (2000) discloses a bra With a panel seWn to the 
bottom edge of the cup. The panel folds upWard to create a 
pocket to hold the prosthesis. The panel is held closed by 
tabs With hook and loop material that attach to points on the 
bra. US. Pat. No. 3,950,792 to Williams (1976) discloses an 
attachment to a bra for the concealment of scar tissue and 
support of a breast form. This attachment is intended to be 
incorporated during manufacture of the bra. All of these 
patents disclose specialty garments that may only be pro 
duced in limited quantities. This increases the cost of 
manufacture and, because the patient typically maintains a 
collection of bras, signi?cantly increases the cost to the 
patient. Another problem With many of these garments is 
appearance. The apparatus or extra material required by the 
prosthesis creates a visually unbalanced or unnatural appear 
ance. 

[0010] This unnatural appearance may be seen in devices 
like that disclosed in US. Pat. No. 6,168,497 to Edmond 
(2001). The Edmond patent discloses a bra that has loop 
material af?xed to the inside of the cup. This loop material 
bonds to hook material af?xed to the front of a pouch. The 
pouch is designed to receive and support the prosthesis. 
Thus, the pocket holding the prosthesis is held in place 
against the cup of the bra. The problems With this invention 
are, again, the specialiZation or alteration of the bra or 
garment and the unsightly bulges created by the discontinu 
ous placement of the hook and loop material. 

[0011] Bosom Buddy® from B & B Company of Boise, 
Id. incorporates a sleeve that may be ?lled With individual 
pilloWs. The sleeve is placed betWeen the patient’s torso and 
the brassiere. This device relies on compression to maintain 
its position Which signi?cantly compromises the positional 
stability of units used by active patients. Furthermore, the 
individual pilloWs, While decreasing costs, do not provide 
the superior shape and rigidity of a shaped silicone breast 
form. 

[0012] The present invention o?fers patients a means for 
using a breast form prosthesis With readily available bras 
and undergarments Without having the prosthesis physically 
attached to the patient’s torso. The invention eliminates the 
costs associated With specialty or altered undergarments. 
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The invention also eliminates the unsightly formations asso 
ciated With ?aps or hook and loop attachments to the 
brassiere cup. 

[0013] The invention disclosed herein exhibits several 
novel and unique advantages over the prior art. Several prior 
art alternatives exhibit one or more of these characteristics, 
but none provide all of these advantages. 

[0014] (a) This single device may be used With several 
different bras and undergarments, thus eliminating the cost 
of multiple specialty bras. 

[0015] (b) The invention alloWs for the use of a properly 
Weighted and attractive external silicone breast prosthesis 
While creating a comfortable and breathable layer betWeen 
the prosthesis and the patient’s skin. 

[0016] (c) The use of an anti-skid material alloWs the 
prosthesis to maintain its position relative to the bra and 
properly Weights the bra to prevent the bra from abnormally 
shifting. 
[0017] (d) The pocket formed by permanently attaching 
the front panel to the back panel(s) creates a secure pocket 
for the placement of the breast form. 

[0018] (e) This device is inexpensive to manufacture and 
provides the patient With a signi?cantly loWer overall cost 
than any existing alternative. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0019] This patent application discloses an enclosure 
designed to comfortably hold a breast form prosthesis 
betWeen the torso of a mastectomy patient and the cup of 
their bra or undergarment. The forWard surface of the 
enclosure exhibits anti-skid material, preventing the enclo 
sure from moving relative to the bra cup. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0020] FIG. 1 shoWs a three dimensional vieW of the 
invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF REFERENCE NUMERALS 

[0021] 1. Front Cover 

[0022] 2. Back Panels 

[0023] 3. Seam 

[0024] 4. Opening (for receipt of breast form) 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0025] The Front Cover (1) of FIG. 1 is made of a fabric 
material, the outer surface of Which exhibits anti-skid prop 
erties. This front cover may be made of small hook material 
or a micro?ber that Will “cling” to the cup of a commercially 
available brassiere. One or more Back Panels (2) are per 
manently attached to the Front Cover along the circumfer 
ence of the Front Cover at the Seam (3). The Back Panels are 
made of cotton knit, mesh, or similar material that Will be 
comfortable against the patient’s torso and alloW the skin to 
breathe. These back panels may be ?at or may be shaped to 
match the contour of the back of the breast form. The 
preferred method of attachment at the Seam is a threaded 
stitch, but other methods, such as adhesive are possible. The 
Back Panels overlap to form an Opening (4) Where the breast 
form may be inserted. A design With a single Back Panel 
Would provide an opening betWeen the Back Panel and the 
Front Cover. 

[0026] Although the description above contains many 
speci?cities, these should not be construed as limiting the 
scope of the invention. Thus, the scope of the invention 
should be determined by the appended claims and their legal 
equivalents, rather than by the examples given. 

I claim: 
1. A breast form enclosure comprising: 

a. a front cover exhibiting an outWard surface of anti-skid 
material and 

b. one or more back panels permanently attached to said 
front cover along the circumference of said front cover 
so as to form a void betWeen said front cover and said 
back panels Where a commercially available breast 
form may be inserted and held. 

2. A breast form enclosure comprising: 

a. a front cover, 

b. a segment of anti-skid material attached to said front 
cover, and 

c. one or more back panels permanently attached to said 
front cover along the circumference of said front cover 
so as to form a void betWeen said front cover and said 
back panels Where a commercially available breast 
form may be inserted and held. 

* * * * * 


