
US 20070151111A1 

(19) United States 
(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2007/0151111 A1 

Hakim (43) Pub. Date: Jul. 5, 2007 

(54) FEEDING CHILDREN WITH HARD/SOFT application No. 09/353,904, ?led on Jul. 15, 1999, 
SPOON PRODUCTS noW Pat. No. 6,453,562. 

(76) Inventor: Nouri E. Hakim, Monroe, LA (U S) (60) Provisional application No. 60/097,571, ?led on Aug. 
24, 1998. 

Correspondence Address: 
LAW OFFICE OF MORRIS E. COHEN Publication Classi?cation 
1122 CONEY ISLAND AVENUE 
SUITE 217 (51) Int. Cl. 
BROOKLYN, NY 11230 (US) A47] 43/28 (2006-01) 

(52) US. Cl. .............................................................. .. 30/324 

(21) Appl. No.: 11/651,113 
(57) ABSTRACT 

(22) Filed: Jan. 8, 2007 _ _ _ _ 
A method for feeding a baby using a combination food 

Related U_s_ Application Data utensil constructed of materials having di?cerent relative 
hardness, and particularly a spoon. Portions of the spoon are 

(62) Division of application No. 11/ 184,044, ?led on Jan. Constructed Of a hard material Such as polypropylene IO 
31, 2005, noW abandoned, Which is a division of 
application No. 10/703,172, ?led on Nov. 5, 2003, 
noW Pat. No. 6,848,339, Which is a division of 
application No. 10/252,754, ?led on Sep. 23, 2002, 
noW Pat. No. 6,647,828, Which is a division of 

provide structural rigidity and to alloW the utensil to easily 
slide along the bottom of a dish such as boWl or a plate. 
Other portions of the spoon are constructed of a softer 
material such as Kraton or silicone to provide for comfort 
able contact With the inside of the mouth and gums. 
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FEEDING CHILDREN WITH HARD/SOFT SPOON 
PRODUCTS 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] The present application is a divisional of US. 
Nonprovisional application Ser. No. 11/184,044 ?led Jan. 
31, 2005 (pending) Which is a divisional of US. Nonpro 
visional application Ser. No. 10/703,172 ?led Nov. 5, 2003 
(pending), Which is a divisional of US. Nonprovisional 
application Ser. No. 10/252,754 ?led Sep. 23, 2002 (pat 
ented, US. Pat. No. 6,647,828 B2), Which is a divisional of 
US. Nonprovisional application Ser. No. 09/353,904 ?led 
Jul. 15, 1999 (patented, US. Pat. No. 6,453,562), Which 
claims the priority of US. Provisional Application No. 
60/097,571 ?led Aug. 24, 1998. The priority of all of those 
applications is claimed, all of Which are fully incorporated 
herein by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention is directed to an improved 
utensil made of a composite of materials of different hard 
ness. In one embodiment, the present invention relates to a 
spoon Which is made of a hard material forming a skeleton 
of the spoon and located at the center of its boWl; and a soft 
material located along the circumference of the spoon’s 
boWl. In addition, the present invention relates to a method 
of manufacture of the combination-material utensil. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Currently, soft baby spoons are commonly used in 
the art. HoWever, the soft spoons can be dif?cult to use in 
some circumstances. Structural parts constructed of soft 
material usually have higher coef?cient of friction and 
therefore can not slide easily across a dish such as a plate or 
boWl and, as a result, can occasionally be someWhat uncom 
fortable to use. In addition, due to the softness of the 
material used in the spoon, the spoon can often bend 
unnecessarily. Therefore, there is a substantial use in the art 
for a neW utensil Which Would combine the comfort of the 
soft-material utensil With the structural integrity and slide 
ability of the utensil made of a hard material. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] In accordance With the invention, a utensil is pro 
vided Which is constructed out of a combination of a 
plurality of materials of different hardness. Preferably, the 
utensil includes a soft material component Which makes the 
utensil more comfortable in use and a hard component 
Which improves the overall structural integrity of the spoon. 

[0005] Other objects, advantages and features of this 
invention Will be more apparent in conjunction With the 
disclosure herein. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

[0006] A full understanding of the invention can be gained 
from the folloWing description of the preferred embodiment 
When read in conjunction With the accompanying draWings 
in Which: 

[0007] FIG. 1 is a top vieW of the combination-material 
utensil in accordance With the present invention, shoWing 
the top outer surface of the utensil; 
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[0008] FIG. 2 is a side vieW of the utensil of FIG. 1; 

[0009] FIG. 3 is a bottom vieW of the utensil of FIG. 1, 
shoWing the bottom outer surface of the utensil; 

[0010] FIG. 4 is a perspective vieW of the combination 
material utensil in accordance With the present invention; 

[0011] FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of the utensil in 
accordance With the present invention, before application of 
the soft component thereto; and 

[0012] FIG. 6 is a series of vieWs of the apparatus of the 
present invention, FIGS. 6(A) and 6(B) being cross sectional 
vieWs taken along lines A-A and B-B, respectively, of FIG. 
6(C), and FIG. 6(C) being a top vieW. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION AND THE PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENTS 

[0013] The present invention is directed to an improved 
utensil constructed of a combination of different materials 
having different relative hardness. In the preferred embodi 
ment, the invention is directed to a spoon for babies or 
children Which is constructed of a combination of hard and 
soft materials. 

[0014] Accordingly, pursuant to the present invention, a 
composite or combination-material utensil is provided hav 
ing at least tWo materials of different hardness incorporated 
therein. In the preferred embodiment, the invention is a baby 
spoon. The spoon preferably includes a soft material com 
ponent and a hard material component. In the preferred 
embodiment, the spoon includes Kraton as the soft material 
component. The soft material component is a comfortable 
material Which is preferably used on portions of the spoon 
Which are in close contact With the baby’s gums, mouth and 
skin. 

[0015] The spoon also preferably includes a hard material 
component. In the preferred embodiment, the spoon includes 
polypropylene as the hard material component. The hard 
material component preferably provides the backbone of the 
spoon and preferably provides structural rigidity. The hard 
material can also be incorporated into other speci?c portions 
of the spoon, including, for example, the underside of the 
spoon’s boWl (i.e. the food contacting or food containing 
member). In one such embodiment, the hard material can 
make it relatively easy to slide the spoon across a boWl or 
other dish. This facilitates scooping food into the boWl of the 
spoon and portion control. In addition, use of the the hard 
material as the backbone prevents the undesirable bending 
of the spoon Which is often found in soft spoons of the prior 
art. Accordingly, incorporation of the harder material into 
the spoon can add structural rigidity to the handle and/or to 
the boWl. 

[0016] Further description of the invention is apparent 
With reference to the ?gures. As shoWn therein, spoon 7 is 
a composite of tWo separate materials, a ?rst, harder, mate 
rial and a second, softer, material. In the preferred embodi 
ment, the harder material is polypropylene, although in 
accordance With the invention, other materials such as other 
plastics or metals can be used, as Well. Also in accordance 
With the invention, the softer material is Kraton, although 
silicone or other elastomers or ?exible materials can also be 
used consistent With the invention. 
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[0017] FIG. 1 is a top vieW and FIG. 3 is a bottom vieW 
of the preferred embodiment of the spoon or utensil of the 
present invention. In accordance With the invention, spoon 7 
includes a boWl or dish 18 having a center 24, Which is 
composed of a hard material such as polypropylene or so 
forth, as discussed above. The construction of the boWl from 
this hard material alloWs the spoon to be easily slid across 
a dish such as a boWl or a plate and prevents undue bending 
of the spoon during use. In a preferred embodiment, as 
shoWn in FIG. 1, the boWl of the spoon does not have holes 
extending through it, thus, it can hold liquid therein. 

[0018] BoWl or dish 18 further includes a circumferential 
section 26. The circumferential section 26 is preferably 
constructed from a relative soft material such as Kraton or 
silicone. The soft material is molded around the center 24 of 
the boWl 18 to protect the child’s teeth and gums, and 
provides greater comfort to the baby’s mouth than a spoon 
entirely constructed out of the hard material. Thus, as shoWn 
in the ?gures, in one preferred embodiment, in the boWl or 
dish section 18 the hard component of the spoon protrudes 
through and is surrounded by the soft component of the 
spoon. 

[0019] Consistent With the invention, the hard component 
of the spoon preferably forms the backbone, or skeleton and 
infrastructure of the entire spoon, as shoWn in FIGS. 1, 3, 4 
and 5. This hard material provides the entire spoon With a 
rigid structural component and prevents the spoon from 
bending during use. 

[0020] Thus, handle 38 of spoon 7 includes an upper inner 
section 42 made of the hard material described above. 
Handle 38 is preferably provided for gripping comfort With 
the soft material covering the bottom of the spoon. The hard 
material forms the edges of the spoon. Handle 38 further 
includes ribs 48 made of a soft material. Ribs 48 are 
preferably located on the inside edge of handle 38 and are 
applied to grooves 52 of the spoon, shoWn in FIG. 5. The 
ribs extend through the entire handle to protrude through its 
top and bottom surfaces and provide for easy gripping. 

[0021] FIG. 6 further shoWs the spoon of the present 
invention in cross-sectional vieWs. FIG. 6(A) is a cross 
sectional vieW of the boWl or dish portion 18 and FIG. 6(B) 
is a cross-sectional vieW of the handle 28 of the spoon of the 
present invention, both shoWing the preferred juxtaposition 
of the hard and soft materials of the present invention. 

[0022] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the 
utensil or spoon is constructed using insert molding. In the 
preferred embodiment, the hard polypropylene component 
ofthe spoon is molded ?rst to form the skeleton or backbone 
of the spoon. Following molding of the hard component, this 
backbone is taken out either mechanically or by hand. The 
hard component backbone is then placed into a mold Where 
the Kraton, or relatively softer component, is injected onto 
and through the hard plastic to form the ?nished spoon. 

[0023] Although a preferred embodiment of the combina 
tion spoon has been disclosed herein in accordance With the 
invention, other embodiments can be constructed as Well. 
Thus, any desired modi?cations can be made to the boWl or 
to the handle of the spoon consistent With the invention, 
including modi?cation of the relative positions of the hard 
and soft components and/or the number of different sections 
and types of hard and soft components and/or the speci?c 
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identities of the hard and soft components utiliZed. Like 
Wise, other composite hard/ soft utensils can be constructed 
consistent With the invention, such as knives or forks. Or, 
other manufacturing processes can be used, if desired, to 
construct the products disclosed herein. 

[0024] Having described this invention With regard to 
speci?c embodiments, it is to be understood that the descrip 
tion is not meant as a limitation since further variations or 

modi?cations may be apparent or may suggest themselves to 
those skilled in the art. It is intended that the present 
application cover such variations and modi?cations as fall 
Within the scope of the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method comprising: 

(a) feeding a baby With a spoon, Wherein said spoon has 
a boWl; 

(b) Wherein said boWl includes a ?rst material on an outer 
surface of said boWl, and also includes a second mate 
rial on an outer surface of said boWl; and, 

(c) Wherein said second material is a softer material than 
said ?rst material. 

2. A method as claimed in claim 1, Wherein the bottom of 
said boWl comprises said ?rst material. 

3. A method as claimed in claim 1, Wherein the circum 
ferential section of said boWl comprises said second mate 
rial. 

4. A method as claimed in claim 1, Wherein said ?rst 
material is on the bottom of said boWl and said second 
material is on the circumferential section of said boWl. 

5. A method as claimed in claim 1, Wherein said second 
material is used for comfort to a baby’s mouth. 

6. A method as claimed in claim 1, Wherein said ?rst 
material is used for rigidity. 

7. A method as claimed in claim 1, Wherein said ?rst 
material is used for rigidity and said second material is used 
for comfort to a baby’s mouth. 

8. A method as claimed in claim 2, Wherein said ?rst 
material on said bottom of said boWl makes said bottom of 
said boWl easier to slide across a dish than if said second 
material Were on said bottom of said boWl. 

9. A method as claimed in claim 1, Wherein said feeding 
of the baby is done by a parent. 

10. A method comprising: 

(a) feeding a baby With a spoon, Wherein said spoon has 
a boWl; 

(b) Wherein said boWl includes a ?rst material on an outer 
surface of said boWl, and also includes a second mate 
rial on an outer surface of said boWl, Wherein said ?st 
material and said second material are in juxtaposition; 

(c) Wherein said second material is a softer material than 
said ?rst material; 

(d) and Wherein said second material is used for comfort 
to a baby’s mouth. 

11. A method as claimed in claim 10, Wherein said ?rst 
material is used on the bottom of said boWl. 

12. Amethod as claimed in claim 10, Wherein said second 
material is used on a circumferential section of said boWl. 
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13. A method as claimed in claim 10, wherein said ?rst 
material is used on the bottom of said boWl and said second 
material is used on the circumferential section of said boWl. 

14. A method as claimed in claim 10, Wherein said ?rst 
material is used for rigidity. 

15. A method as claimed in claim 10, Wherein said ?rst 
material slides more readily along a plate or boWl than said 
second material. 
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16. A method as claimed in claim 10, Wherein said ?rst 
material on said bottom of said boWl makes said bottom of 
said boWl easier to slide across a dish than if said second 
material Were on said bottom of said boWl. 

17. Amethod as claimed in claim 10, Wherein said feeding 
of the baby is done by a parent. 

* * * * * 


