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ing the covering portion of the cover over the horizontally 
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PROPANE TANK COVER 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention concerns propane tanks, and 
more particularly relates to a cover for a propane tank. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Propane tanks are used to supply propane gas to 
residences to heat clothes dryers, ovens, ?replaces, furnaces, 
generators, grills, outdoor lighting, space and Water heaters 
and other products in the residence. Typically, the propane 
tanks comprise a horizontally orientated substantially cylin 
drical housing having rounded ends (or “hot dog shaped”). 
The propane tanks typically come in 150 gallon to 1,000 
gallon tanks and can be placed underground or positioned 
above ground on a surface adjacent the residence. Propane 
tanks that are above ground typically are painted White or 
silver to re?ect heat and to prevent pressure inside the tank 
from getting too high. HoWever, the White or silver exterior 
of the propane tanks can be highly visible adjacent a 
residence and therefore provide a very unappealing appear 
ance. 

[0003] Accordingly, an apparatus is desired having the 
aforementioned advantages and solving and/or making 
improvements on the aforementioned disadvantages. 

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 

[0004] An aspect of the present invention is to provide a 
method of covering a horizontally orientated substantially 
cylindrical propane tank supported on a surface, With the 
propane tank having a longest dimension parallel to the 
surface. The method comprises providing a cover having at 
least one closure mechanism, surrounding the propane tank 
With the cover, and closing the closure mechanism. The 
cover can only be removed from the propane tank by 
opening the closure mechanism. 

[0005] Another aspect of the present invention is to pro 
vide a method of covering a horizontally oriented cylindrical 
propane tank connected to a ground surface. The method 
comprises providing a cover comprising a covering portion 
and a skirt extending doWnWardly from the covering por 
tion. The method also comprises positioning the covering 
portion of the cover over the horizontally orientated cylin 
drical propane tank and vertically hanging the skirt from the 
covering portion. 
[0006] Yet another aspect of the present invention is to 
provide a covered propane tank comprising a horizontally 
oriented cylindrical propane tank connected to a ground 
surface and a cover comprising a covering portion and a skirt 
hanging vertically doWnWardly from the covering portion. 
The covering portion of the cover is positioned over the 
horizontally orientated cylindrical propane tank. 

[0007] These and other aspects, objects, and features of 
the present invention Will be understood and appreciated by 
those skilled in the art upon studying the folloWing speci 
?cation, claims, and appended draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

[0008] FIG. 1 is a side vieW of a cover of the present 
invention on a propane tank. 
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[0009] FIG. 2 is an end vieW of the cover of the present 
invention on the propane tank. 

[0010] FIG. 3 is a top vieW of the cover of the present 
invention on the propane tank. 

[0011] FIG. 4 is a side vieW ofa second embodiment ofthe 
cover of the present invention on the propane tank. 

[0012] FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional vieW of the second 
embodiment of the cover of the present invention on the 
propane tank taken along the line V-V of FIG. 4. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0013] For purposes of description herein, the terms 
“upper,’"‘loWer,”“right,”“left, rear,”“front,”“ver‘tical, 
”“horizontal,” and derivatives thereof shall relate to the 
invention as orientated in FIG. 1. HoWever, it is to be 
understood that the invention may assume various altema 
tive orientations, except Where expressly speci?ed to the 
contrary. It is also to be understood that the speci?c devices 
and processes illustrated in the attached draWings, and 
described in the folloWing speci?cation are simply exem 
plary embodiments of the inventive concepts de?ned in the 
appended claims. Hence, speci?c dimensions and other 
physical characteristics relating to the embodiments dis 
closed herein are not to be considered as limiting, unless the 
claims expressly state otherWise. 

[0014] The reference number 10 (FIGS. 1-3) generally 
designates a cover embodying the present invention. In the 
illustrated example, the cover 10 is used to cover propane 
tanks 12 to provide the propane tanks 12 With an aestheti 
cally pleasing appearance. 

[0015] Propane tanks 12 are typically used to provide 
propane fuel to residences and other buildings. The propane 
tank 12 comprises a horizontally orientated substantially 
cylindrical housing 14 having a cylindrical portion 15 and 
rounded ends 16 (or “hot dog shaped”). A pair of feet 18 
extend doWnWardly from the cylindrical portion 15 of the 
propane tank 12. The feet 18 can be secured to a support 
surface 20 and/or placed on support members 22 (e.g., 
cinder blocks) on the support surface 20. Therefore, propane 
tank 12 has a longest dimension parallel to the surface 20. 
The propane tank 12 further includes a removable tank cover 
24 on an upper portion of the cylindrical portion 15. A 
shut-off valve (not shoWn) is located under the tank cover 24 
and a supply line (not shoWn) extends out of the tank cover 
24 to supply the propane to the residence or other building. 
Propane tanks 12 and use of the same are Well knoWn to 
those skilled in the art. 

[0016] In the illustrated example, the cover 10 surrounds 
the sides and at least a portion of the top of the substantially 
cylindrical housing 14 of the propane tank 12. The cover 10 
includes a body portion 26 that surrounds the tank cover 24 
of the propane tank 12, With the body portion 26 covering 
the top and sides of the cylindrical portion 15 and the 
rounded ends 16 of the propane tank 12. A bottom portion 
28 of the cover 24 preferably Wraps at least partially under 
the propane tank 12. The cover 10 includes at least one slit 
29 running vertically from the tank cover 24 to the bottom 
portion 28 of the cover 24. The at least one slit 29 alloWs the 
cover 24 to be positioned over the propane tank 12. A closure 
mechanism 30 is connected to the cover 10 on each side of 
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the slit 29 for attached portions 32 of the cover 10 adjacent 
the slit 29 together, thereby securing the cover 10 to the 
propane tank 12. The closure mechanism 30 can comprise a 
Zipper, a hook and loop type fastener or any other closure 
mechanism that removably connects the portions 32 of the 
cover 10 together. Although one closure mechanism 30 is 
shoWn, it is contemplated that a plurality of closure mecha 
nisms 30 could be used. Furthermore, While a vertically 
aligned closure mechanism 30 is shoWn, it is contemplated 
that the closure mechanism 30 could be horiZontally orien 
tated, With the cover 10 split into an upper portion and a 
loWer portion. Accordingly, When the cover 10 is positioned 
on the propane tank 12, the cover 10 can only be removed 
from the propane tank 12 by opening the closure mechanism 
30. Furthermore, it is contemplated that the cover 10 could 
include straps or other connection devices that extend under 
the propane tank 12 to assist in connecting the cover 10 to 
the propane tank 12. 

[0017] The illustrated cover 10 includes a tank cover 
portion 34 for covering the tank cover 24 of the propane tank 
12. In the illustrated example, the tank cover portion 34 is 
separate from the body portion 26 and is removably con 
nected thereto by a closure mechanism 36. The closure 
mechanism 36 connecting the tank cover portion 34 to the 
body portion 26 can comprise a Zipper, a hook and loop type 
fastener or any other closure mechanism that removably 
connects the tank cover portion 34 and the body portion 26 
of the cover 10 together. It is contemplated that the closure 
mechanism 36 for connecting the tank cover portion 34 and 
the body portion 26 of the cover 10 together can be integral 
With the closure mechanism 30 for connecting the portions 
32 of the cover 10 together. For example, the closure 
mechanisms 30, 36 can comprise a unitary Zipper. Alterna 
tively, the closure mechanisms 30, 36 can be separate. 
Furthermore, it is contemplated that the tank cover portion 
34 can be integral With the body portion 26 of the cover or 
the cover 10 can be used Without the tank cover portion 34, 
Wherein the body portion 26 can include an opening for 
accommodating the tank cover 24. The cover 10 can also 
include other openings for alloWing projections extending 
from the propane tank 12 (e.g., hook connections for trans 
porting the propane tank 12) to extend therethrough. 

[0018] In the illustrated embodiment, the cover 10 pref 
erably includes a design on the cover 10 to provide an 
aesthetically pleasing appearance. For example, the cover 10 
can include a design having a professional or college logo or 
mascot thereon. Furthermore, the cover 10 can include a 
design such that the cover 10 Will blend in With the back 
ground. For example, the cover 10 can include a nature 
scene thereon (e.g., trees and ?owers), a fence, etc. It is 
contemplated that the design could be any picture or image. 
Furthermore, the cover 10 can be made of any fabric or 
material With the design integrally formed as part of the 
fabric or material or placed on the fabric or material. 
Preferably, the cover 10 re?ects heat and/or sunlight and 
prevents pressure inside the propane tank 12 from getting 
too high. 

[0019] The reference numeral 10a (FIGS. 4-5) generally 
designates another embodiment of the present invention, 
having a second embodiment for the cover. Since cover 1011 
is similar to the previously described cover 10, similar parts 
appearing in FIGS. 1-3 and FIGS. 4-5, respectively, are 
represented by the same, corresponding reference number, 
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except for the suf?x “a” in the numerals of the latter. The 
second embodiment of the cover 1011 includes a body 
portion 26a and a bottom portion 28a that surrounds the tank 
cover 24a and at least partially covering the top and sides of 
the cylindrical portion 15a and the rounded ends 1611 of the 
propane tank 12a. The cover 1011 also includes a skirt 50 
hanging vertically doWnWardly from the body portion 26a or 
the bottom portion 28a. The skirt 50 can extend doWnWard 
from the body portion 2611 at a point 52 that de?nes a vertical 
tangential line on the surface of the cylindrical portion 15a 
of the propane tank 1211 or anyWhere beloW the point 52 
(although the skirt 50 could be connected to the body portion 
26a above the point 52). Preferably, the skirt 50 hangs at 
least half Way to the ground surface 20a, such that a bottom 
edge 54 of the skirt 50 is closer to the ground surface 2011 
than the point at Which the skirt 50 extends from the body 
portion 2611 or the bottom portion 28a of the cover 10a. It is 
contemplated that the skirt 50 could touch the ground 
surface 20a. Preferably, the skirt 50 is uninterrupted and 
de?nes an oval horiZontal cross-section. HoWever, it is 
contemplated that the skirt 50 could be interrupted (e.g., the 
skirt 50 could only hang doWn on tWo opposite sides of the 
propane tank 12a, but not from the ends of the propane tank 
1211). Furthermore, it is contemplated that the skirt 50 could 
have Weights adjacent the bottom edge 54 to ensure that the 
skirt 50 hangs vertically When the Wind is bloWing against 
the propane tank 12a. 

[0020] The second embodiment of the cover 1011 can be 
positioned over the propane tank 12a in a variety of man 
ners. As illustrated in FIG. 5, the bottom portion 28a of the 
cover 1011 includes an elastic bottom 60 that alloWs the 
bottom portion 28a to be expanded to slide over the propane 
tank 12a and then automatically contracted to ?t snugly 
beloW the propane tank 12a to secure the cover 1011 to the 
propane tank 12a. HoWever, it is contemplated that the cover 
1011 could include at least one closure mechanism (e.g., 
Zipper or hook and loop type fastener) and associated slit as 
in the ?rst embodiment of the cover 10 to alloW the cover 
1011 to be placed over the propane tank 1211. Furthermore, it 
is contemplated that the skirt 50 could be removably con 
nected to the remainder of the cover 1011 by a closure 
mechanism. Moreover, it is contemplated that the cover 1011 
could include straps or other connection devices that extend 
under the propane tank 12a to assist in connecting the cover 
1011 to the propane tank 12a (in addition to the elastic bottom 
or substituted therefore). For example, the straps or other 
connection devices could extend betWeen the points 52 of 
opposite sides of the propane tank 12a and the skirt 50 could 
be integral With the body portion 26a of the skirt 50. 

[0021] It is to be understood that variations and modi? 
cations can be made on the aforementioned structure Without 
departing from the concepts of the present invention, and 
further it is to be understood that such concepts are intended 
to be covered by the folloWing claims unless these claims by 
their language expressly state otherWise. 

I claim: 

1. A method of covering a horizontally orientated sub 
stantially cylindrical propane tank supported on a surface, 
the propane tank having a longest dimension parallel to the 
surface, the method comprising: 
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providing a cover having at least one closure mechanism; 

surrounding the propane tank With the cover; and 

closing the closure mechanism; 

Wherein the cover can only be removed from the propane 
tank by opening the closure mechanism. 

2. The method of covering a propane tank of claim 1, 
further comprising: 

providing the cover With a covering portion and a skirt 
extending doWnWardly from the covering portion; and 

vertically hanging the skirt from the covering portion. 
3. The method of covering a propane tank of claim 2, 

Wherein: 

vertically hanging the skirt includes extending the skirt at 
least half Way to the ground surface, such that a bottom 
edge of the skirt is closer to the ground surface than the 
bottom of the covering portion. 

4. The method of covering a propane tank of claim 3, 
further including: 

touching the ground surface With the bottom edge of the 
skirt. 

5. The method of covering a propane tank of claim 2, 
Wherein: 

the skirt has an oval cross-sectional shape. 
6. The method of covering a propane tank of claim 2, 

further including: 

placing a design on the covering portion and the skirt. 
7. The method of covering a propane tank of claim 1, 

Wherein: 

the closure mechanism comprises a hook and loop fas 
tener. 

8. The method of covering a propane tank of claim 1, 
Wherein: 

the closure mechanism comprises a zipper. 
9. The method of covering a propane tank of claim 1, 

further including: 

placing a design on the cover. 
10. A method of covering a horizontally oriented cylin 

drical propane tank connected to a ground surface compris 
ing: 

providing a cover comprising a covering portion and a 
skirt extending doWnWardly from the covering portion; 
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positioning the covering portion of the cover over the 
horizontally orientated cylindrical propane tank; and 

vertically hanging the skirt from the covering portion. 
11. The method of covering a horizontally oriented cylin 

drical propane tank of claim 10, Wherein: 

vertically hanging the skirt includes extending the skirt at 
least half Way to the ground surface, such that a bottom 
edge of the skirt is closer to the ground surface than the 
bottom of the covering portion. 

12. The method of covering a horizontally oriented cylin 
drical propane tank of claim 11, further including: 

touching the ground surface With the bottom edge of the 
skirt. 

13. The method of covering a horizontally oriented cylin 
drical propane tank of claim 10, Wherein: 

the skirt has an oval cross-sectional shape. 
14. The method of covering a horizontally oriented cylin 

drical propane tank of claim 10, further including: 

placing a design on the cover. 
15. The method of covering a horizontally oriented cylin 

drical propane tank of claim 10, Wherein: 

placing a design on the cover comprises placing a design 
on the covering portion and the skirt. 

16. A covered propane tank comprising: 

a horizontally oriented cylindrical propane tank con 
nected to a ground surface; and 

a cover comprising a covering portion and a skirt hanging 
vertically doWnWardly from the covering portion, the 
covering portion of the cover being positioned over the 
horizontally orientated cylindrical propane tank. 

17. The tank of claim 16, Wherein: 

the skirt extends at least half Way to the ground surface, 
such that a bottom edge of the skirt is closer to the 
ground surface than the bottom of the covering portion. 

18. The tank of claim 17, Wherein: 

the bottom edge of the skirt touches the ground surface. 
19. The tank of claim 16, Wherein: 

the skirt has an oval cross-sectional shape. 
20. The tank of claim 16, Wherein: 

the cover includes a design therein. 
21. The tank of claim 20, Wherein: 

the design is on the covering portion and the skirt. 

* * * * * 


