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(57) ABSTRACT 
In accordance With certain aspects, an operating system is 
booted for execution on a central processing unit (CPU). An 
atomic operation is executed, and if the atomic operation 
completes correctly then a software identity register of the 
CPU is set to an identity of the operating system. 
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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR AUTHENTICATING 
AN OPERATING SYSTEM TO A CENTRAL 

PROCESSING UNIT, PROVIDING THE CPU/OS 
WITH SECURE STORAGE, AND 

AUTHENTICATING THE CPU/OS TO A THIRD 
PARTY 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a continuation of US. patent 
application Ser. No. 09/266,207, ?led Mar. 10, 1999, Which 
is hereby incorporated by reference herein. US. patent 
application Ser. No. 09/266,207 is a non-provisional appli 
cation claiming priority to US. provisional patent applica 
tion Ser. No. 60/105,891 ?led on Oct. 26, 1998, Which is 
herein incorporated by reference, and is related to co 
pending applications titled “Loading And Identifying A 
Digital Rights Management Operating System,” US. patent 
application Ser. No. 09/227,611, now US. Pat. No. 6,327, 
652, “Key-based Secure Storage,” US. patent application 
Ser. No. 09/227,568, “Digital Rights Management,” US. 
patent application Ser. No. 09/227,559, now US. Pat. No. 
6,820,063, and “Digital Rights Management Operating Sys 
tem,” US. patent application Ser. No. 09/227,561, now US. 
Pat. No. 6,330,670, all ?led on Jan. 8, 1999 and assigned to 
the same assignee as the present application. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] This invention relates to computer-implemented 
authentication systems and methods for authenticating an 
operating system (OS) to a processor during its boot 
sequence in order to establish a chain of trust rooted in the 
combination of the OS and the processor on Which it is 
running. The invention can be used in conjunction With 
digital rights management systems to establish trust With a 
content provider. This invention further relates to techniques 
for securely maintaining the digital content in persistent 
local memory (such as on disk) While preventing rogue 
operating systems and applications from illicitly accessing 
the content. 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE/PERMISSION 

[0003] A portion of the disclosure of this patent document 
contains material Which is subject to copyright protection. 
The copyright oWner has no objection to the facsimile 
reproduction by anyone of the patent document or the patent 
disclosure as it appears in the Patent and Trademark Office 
patent ?le or records, but otherWise reserves all copyright 
rights Whatsoever. The folloWing notice applies to the soft 
Ware and data as described beloW and in the draWings 
hereto: Copyright© 1998, Microsoft Corporation, All Rights 
Reserved. 

BACKGROUND 

[0004] More and more content is being delivered in digital 
form, and more and more digital content is being delivered 
online over private and public netWorks, such as Intranets 
and the Internet. For a client, digital form alloWs more 
sophisticated content, While online delivery improves time 
liness and convenience. For a publisher, digital content also 
reduces delivery costs. Unfortunately, these Worthwhile 
attributes are often outWeighed in the minds of publishers by 
the corresponding disadvantage that online information 
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delivery makes it relatively easy to obtain pristine digital 
content and to pirate the content at the expense and harm of 
the publisher. 

[0005] Piracy of digital content, especially online digital 
content, is not yet a great problem. Most premium content 
that is available on the Web is of loW value, and therefore 
casual and organiZed pirates do not yet see an attractive 
business stealing and reselling content. Increasingly, though, 
higher-value content is becoming available. Books and 
audio recordings are available noW, and as bandWidths 
increase, video content Will start to appear. With the increase 
in value of online digital content, the attractiveness of 
organiZed and casual theft increases. 

[0006] The unusual property of digital content is that the 
publisher (or reseller) gives or sells the content to a client, 
but continues to restrict rights to use the content even after 
the content is under the sole physical control of the client. 
For instance, a publisher Will typically retain copyright to a 
Work so that the client cannot reproduce or publish the Work 
Without permission. A publisher could also adjust pricing 
according to Whether the client is alloWed to make a per 
sistent copy, or is just alloWed to vieW the content online as 
it is delivered. These scenarios reveal a peculiar arrange 
ment. The user that possesses the digital bits often does not 
have full rights to their use; instead, the provider retains at 
least some of the rights. 

[0007] “Digital rights management” is therefore fast 
becoming a central requirement if online commerce is to 
continue its rapid groWth. Content providers and the com 
puter industry must quickly address technologies and pro 
tocol for ensuring that digital content is properly handled in 
accordance With the rights granted by the publisher. If 
measures are not taken, traditional content providers may be 
put out of business by Widespread theft, or, more likely, Will 
refuse altogether to deliver content online. 

[0008] Traditional security systems ill serve this problem. 
There are highly secure schemes for encrypting data on 
netWorks, authenticating users, revoking certi?cates, and 
storing data securely. Unfortunately, none of these systems 
address the assurance of content security after it has been 
delivered to a client’s machine. Traditional uses of smart 
cards offer little help. Smart cards merely provide authen 
tication, storage, and encryption capabilities. Ultimately, 
useful content must be assembled Within the host machine 
for display, and again, at this point the bits are subject to 
theft. Cryptographic coprocessors provide higher-perfor 
mance cryptographic operations, and are usually program 
mable but again, fundamentally, any operating system or 
suf?ciently privileged application, trusted or not, can use the 
services of the cryptographic processor. 

[0009] There appear to be three solutions to this problem. 
One solution is to do aWay With general-purpose computing 
devices and use special-purpose tamper-resistant boxes for 
delivery, storage, and display of secure content. This is the 
approach adopted by the cable industry and their set-top 
boxes, and looks set to be the model for DVD-video 
presentation. The second solution is to use secret, propri 
etary data formats and applications softWare, or to use 
tamper-resistant softWare containers, in the hope that the 
resulting complexity Will substantially impede piracy. The 
third solution is to modify the general-purpose computer to 
support a general model of client-side content security and 
digital rights management. 
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[0010] A fundamental building block for client-side con 
tent security is a secure operating system. If a computer can 
be booted only into an operating system that itself honors 
content rights, and alloWs only compliant applications to 
access rights-restricted data, then data integrity Within the 
machine can be assured. This stepping-stone to a secure 
operating system is sometimes called “Secure Boot.” If 
secure boot cannot be assured, then Whatever rights man 
agement system the secure OS provides, the computer can 
alWays be booted into an insecure operating system as a step 
to compromise it. 

[0011] Secure boot of an operating system is usually a 
multi-stage process. A securely booted computer runs a 
trusted program at startup. The trusted program loads an 
initial layer of the operating system and checks its integrity 
(by using a code signature or by other means) before 
alloWing it to run. This layer Will in turn load and check the 
succeeding layers. This proceeds all the Way to loading 
trusted (signed) device drivers, and ?nally the trusted appli 
cation(s). 
[0012] An article by B. Lampson, M. Abadi, and M. 
BurroWs, entitled “Authentication in Distributed Systems: 
Theory and Practice,” ACM Transactions on Computer 
Systems v10, 265, 1992, describes in general terms the 
requirements for securely booting an operating system. The 
only hardWare assist is a register that holds a machine secret. 
When boot begins this register becomes readable, and 
there’s a hardWare operation to make this secret unreadable. 
Once it’s unreadable, it stays unreadable until the next boot. 
The boot code mints a public-key pair and a certi?cate that 
the operating system can use to authenticate itself to other 
parties in order to establish trust. 

[0013] Clark and Ho?fman’s BITS system is designed to 
support secure boot from a smart card. P. C. Clark and L. J. 
Hoffman, “BITS: A Smar‘tcard Operating System,” Comm. 
ACM. 37, 66, 1994. In their design, the smart card holds the 
boot sector, and PCs are designed to boot from the smart 
card. The smart card continues to be involved in the boot 
process (for example, the smart card holds the signatures or 
keys of other parts of the OS). 

[0014] Bennet Yee describes a scheme in Which a secure 
processor ?rst gets control of the booting machine. B. Yee, 
“Using Secure Coprocessors”, Ph.D. Thesis, Carnegie Mel 
lon University, 1994. The secure processor can check code 
integrity before loading other systems. One of the nice 
features of this scheme is that there is a tamper-resistant 
device that can later be queried for the details of the running 
operating system. 

[0015] Another secure boot model, knoWn as AEGIS®, is 
disclosed by W. Arbaugh, D. G. Farber, and J. M Smith in 
a paper entitled “A Secure and Reliable Bootstrap Architec 
ture”, Univ. of Penn. Dept. of CIS Technical Report, IEEE 
Symposium on Security and Privacy, page 65, 1997. This 
AEGIS® model requires a tamper-resistant BIOS that has 
hard-Wired into it the signature of the folloWing stage. This 
scheme has the very considerable advantage that it Works 
Well With current microprocessors and the current PC archi 
tecture, but has three draWbacks. First, the set of trusted 
operating systems or trusted publishers must be Wired into 
the BIOS. Second, if the content is valuable enough (for 
instance, e-cash or HollyWood videos), users Will ?nd a Way 
of replacing the BIOS With one that permits an insecure 
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boot. Third, When obtaining data from a netWork server, the 
client has no Way of proving to the remote server that it is 
indeed running a trusted system. 

[0016] On the more general subject of client-side rights 
management, several systems exist or have been proposed to 
encapsulate data and rights in a tamper-resistant softWare 
package. An early example is IBM®’s Cryptolope®. 
Another existent commercial implementation of a rights 
management system has been developed by Inter‘trust. In the 
audio domain, AT&T Research have proposed their “A2b®” 
audio rights management system based on the PolicyMaker 
rights management system. 

SUMMARY 

[0017] This invention concerns a system and method for 
distributing digital data to a client and handling the digital 
data at the client in accordance With the rights granted by the 
publisher. Generally, the system involves a general-purpose 
microprocessor that enables a neW mechanism that facili 
tates an authenticated boot sequence in Which the operating 
system can prove its identity to the microprocessor. The boot 
sequence provides the building blocks for client-side rights 
management When the system is online, and provides for 
continued protection of persistent data even When the user 
goes ol?ine. 

[0018] In one implementation, the client or subscriber-side 
computer system has a central processing unit (CPU) and an 
operating system (OS). The CPU is manufactured With a 
public-key pair, a manufacturer certi?cate testifying that the 
manufacturer built the CPU according to a knoWn speci? 
cation, and a softWare identity register. The operating system 
includes a block of code, referred to as the “boot block”. The 
boot block uniquely describes the operating system in that it 
Will boot that operating system and no other. An OS identity 
can be established from the boot block by examining a 
digital signature stored With the boot block or by computing 
a hash digest of the boot block. 

[0019] During booting, the CPU executes the boot block 
as an atomic operation to store the identity of the operating 
system into the softWare identity register. Execution of the 
boot block is such that the softWare identity register, Which 
can be read but not modi?ed, is set to either the OS identity 
(i.e., boot block digest or OS public key) if the operation is 
successful, or Zero if some event or circumstance subverts 
operation. 

[0020] Rooted in this self-authentication, the OS can then 
continue to load and validate other blocks of code (including 
device drivers to be executed). An identity of each block of 
code that is successfully validated is appended to a boot log. 

[0021] FolloWing this authenticated boot sequence, the 
subscriber unit is prepared to establish a chain of trust to 
prove its hardWare and softWare to a content provider. The 
CPU in the subscriber unit begins by submitting a request for 
content maintained at the content provider. 

[0022] In response to the request, the content provider 
generates a challenge nonce and returns the challenge nonce 
to the subscriber unit. The subscriber unit forms an OS 
certi?cate that contains the OS identity (held in its softWare 
identity register), the boot log, the challenge nonce, and the 
CPU public key. The CPU signs this neWly minted OS 
certi?cate using the CPU private key. The subscriber unit 
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returns this OS certi?cate, along With the CPU manufacturer 
certi?cate, to the content provider. The content provider then 
has suf?cient information to identify the OS and other 
software components identi?ed in the log, and the processor, 
and to determine Whether to trust this combination of 
softWare and hardWare. If trust is established, the content 
provider can choose to doWnload the content to the sub 
scriber unit, along With a list of terms under Which the 
content may be used. This list may be in the form of a license 
or an Access Control List (ACL), specifying by Which 
processor, by Which OS, by Which application(s), and under 
Which additional terms the content may be used. 

[0023] The subscriber unit stores the content in encrypted 
form using a storage key that is generated as a function of 
CPU-speci?c and OS-speci?c data. More particularly, the 
CPU forms a generator seed from a CPU-speci?c secret, a 
user-supplied seed, and OS-speci?c data from the OS iden 
tity register. The generator seed, the CPU-speci?c key, and 
the OS digest are input to a hash function to generate a 
unique storage key. The storage key is then used to encrypt 
the content. In this manner, only the same CPU and OS that 
have proven themselves to the content provider are able 
subsequently to access the data previously encrypted. 

[0024] Alternatively, the processor may contain a ?xed 
per-processor symmetric key KS Which can be used to 
encrypt a data structure containing content along With a 
statement of the conditions under Which it may be 
decrypted; key KS is also used to decrypt the data structure, 
test the conditions, and either return the content or fail. Key 
KS is to be used only for this pair of operations, Which are 
referred to as “Seal” and “Unseal”. 

[0025] In both of these scenarios for providing secure 
storage, a key pair KCPU and KCPI;l unique to the CPU need 
be capable only of signing, not for encryption. Alternatively, 
if the key pair KCPU and KCPI;l is capable of encryption and 
decryption as Well, ordinary user-level softWare can imple 
ment the “Seal” operation, even on another processor, and 
KCPU-l can be used to implement the “Unseal” operation. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0026] FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic illustration of a system 
having a subscriber unit and a content provider. 

[0027] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the subscriber unit. 

[0028] FIG. 3 illustrates a signed boot block. 

[0029] FIG. 4 is a How diagram shoWing a method for 
performing an authenticated boot operation on the operating 
system. 

[0030] FIG. 5 illustrates a boot log created during booting 
of an operating system on the subscriber unit. 

[0031] FIGS. 6a and 6b are a How diagram shoWing a 
method for proving a CPU and operating system resident at 
the subscriber unit to the content provider. 

[0032] FIG. 7 is a How diagram shoWing a method for 
securely storing digital content. 

[0033] The same numbers are used throughout the draW 
ings to reference like components or features. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0034] The folloWing discussion assumes that the reader is 
familiar With cryptography. For a basic introduction of 
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cryptography, the reader is directed to a text Written by 
Bruce Schneier and entitled “Applied Cryptography: Proto 
cols, Algorithms, and Source Code in C,” published by John 
Wiley & Sons With copyright 1994 (or second edition With 
copyright 1996), Which is hereby incorporated by reference. 

[0035] This invention concerns a system and method for 
distributing digital data to a client and handling the digital 
data at the client in accordance With the rights granted by the 
publisher. In the most basic scenario, a content provider 
agrees to deliver digital content to a subscriber unit, pro 
vided that the subscriber unit promises not to violate the 
associated terms for using the digital data and that the 
content provider can trust the subscriber unit’s promise. For 
instance, the content provider delivers content to the sub 
scriber unit With the understanding that the subscriber unit 
Will not redistribute the content, reproduce the content, or 
utiliZe the content in violation of a prede?ned use agreement 
betWeen the content provider and the subscriber unit. 

[0036] The content may be essentially any type of content 
that can be expressed as digital data, including video, still 
pictures, audio, graphical images, and textual data or execut 
able content (computer programs). Examples of possible 
content include feature-length movies, TV shoWs, games, 
softWare programs, neWs, stock information, Weather 
reports, art, photographs, and so on. 

[0037] To place this in a particular context for discussion 
purposes, suppose the content provider 22 is a producer of 
feature ?lms. Assume that the content provider f22 offers its 
animated movies at tWo different prices. a loW price for the 
right to vieW the movie one time as it is delivered online 
(i.e., akin to pay-per-vieW) and a higher price for the right to 
vieW the movie as often as the subscriber likes (i.e., akin to 
video purchase). In each case, the agreement speci?cally 
prohibits reproduction of the movie or redistribution of the 
movie to another subscriber unit. In the ?rst case, it also 
prohibits the client device from making a persistent copy to 
disk. For the content provider 22 to doWnload a requested 
movie, it must trust that the subscriber unit Will abide by the 
agreement and not permit illicit use of the digital movie data. 
This trust involves trust of the hardWare components, trust 
of the operating system, and trust of the applications, as Well 
as trust of the manufacturer of the hardWare and softWare. 

[0038] FIG. 1 shoWs a system 20 having a content pro 
vider 22 that is capable of delivering digital content to a 
subscriber unit 24 over a netWork 26. The content provider 
22 has a content database 30 that stores the content and a 
media server 32 that serves the content to the subscriber unit 
24. The media server may be con?gured to doWnload the 
entire content as a ?le, or to stream the content continuously 
over the netWork. As an example, the content provider may 
implement a server computer system comprising one or 
clustered server computers that handle requests from sub 
scribers, manage the digital ?les locally, and facilitate deliv 
ery of requested digital ?les over the netWork 26 to the 
subscriber unit 24. 

[0039] The subscriber unit 24 is coupled to receive the 
digital content from the netWork 26. The subscriber unit 24 
is illustrated as a general-purpose computer that is linked to 
the netWork 26 via a netWork connection, a digital cable 
interface, a modem, or other interface. The subscriber com 
puter has memory to buffer or to store the digital content 
received from the content provider, a monitor to display any 
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visual content (video, pictures, images, text, etc.), and a 
sound system (not shown) to play audio content. The sub 
scriber unit may be implemented, however, as other devices 
that are capable of receiving and presenting digital content. 
For instance, the subscriber unit 24 might be a television, or 
a television/set-top box system, or a portable-computing 
device (e.g., laptop, palmtop, portable information device, 
Web-enabled phone, etc.). 

[0040] The network 26 is representative of many diverse 
types of networks, including wire-based networks, such as 
an enterprise network (e.g., a local area network, wide area 
network) or a public network (e.g., the Internet), and wire 
less networks (e.g., satellite network, RF network, micro 
wave). The network 26 can also be implemented as a 
telephone network, or an interactive television network, or 
any other form for linking the subscriber unit 24 to the 
content provider 22. 

[0041] Exemplary Subscriber Unit 

[0042] FIG. 2 shows general components in the subscriber 
unit 26. They include a central processing unit (CPU) 40, 
nonvolatile memory 42 (e.g., ROM, disk drive, CD ROM, 
etc.), volatile memory 44 (e.g., RAM), and a network 
interface 46 (e.g., modem, network port, wireless trans 
ceiver, etc.). The subscriber unit 26 may also include a sound 
system 48 and/or a display 50. These components are 
interconnected via conventional busing architectures, 
including parallel and serial schemes (not shown). 

[0043] The CPU 40 has a processor 60 and may have a 
cryptographic accelerator 62. The CPU 40 is capable of 
performing cryptographic functions, such as signing, 
encrypting, decrypting, and authenticating, with or without 
the accelerator 62 assisting in intensive mathematical com 
putations commonly involved in cryptographic functions. 

[0044] The CPU manufacturer equips the CPU 40 with a 
pair of public and private keys 64 that is unique to the CPU. 
For discussion purpose, the CPU’s public key is referred to 
as “KCPU” and the corresponding private key is referred to 
as “Kcptfl”. Other physical implementations may include 
storing the key on an external device to which the main CPU 
has privileged access (where the stored secrets are inacces 
sible to arbitrary application or operating systems code). The 
private key is never revealed and is used only for the speci?c 
purpose of signing styliZed statements, such as when 
responding to challenges from the content provider, as is 
discussed below in more detail. The CPU manufacturer may 
further embed a second secret key K2 in the CPU 40 or other 
secure hardware. The second key is distinct from the ?rst 
key pair, and is used to generate a secure storage key, as is 
described blow under the heading “Secure Storage”. Alter 
natively, as described below, a symmetric key KS may be 
used with “Seal” and “Unseal” operations to encrypt a data 
structure along with a statement of the conditions under 
which the data structure may be decrypted. 

[0045] The manufacturer also issues a signed certi?cate 66 
testifying that it produced the CPU according to a known 
speci?cation. Generally, the certi?cate testi?es that the 
manufacturer created the key pair 64, placed the key pair 
onto the CPU 40, and then destroyed its own knowledge of 
the private key “Kcptfl”. In this way, nobody but the CPU 
knows the CPU private key KCPU_1; the same key is not 
issued to other CPUs. The certi?cate can in principle be 
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stored on a separate physical device but still logically 
belongs to the processor with the corresponding key. 

[0046] The manufacturer has a pair of public and private 
signing keys, KMFR and KMFR_1. The private key KMFR_l is 
known only to the manufacturer, while the public key KMFR 
is made available to the public. The manufacturer certi?cate 
66 contains the manufacturer’s public key KMFR, the CPU’s 
public key KCPU, and the above testimony. The manufacture 
signs the certi?cate using its private signing key, KMFR_l, as 
follows: 

[0047] Mfr. Certi?cate=(KMFR, 
KCPU): Signed by KMFR— 

[0048] The predicate “certi?es-for-boot” is a pledge by the 
manufacturer that it created the CPU and the CPU key pair 
according to a known speci?cation. The pledge further states 
that the CPU can correctly perform authenticated boot 
procedures, as are described below in more detail. The 
manufacturer certi?cate 66 is publicly accessible, yet it 
cannot be forged without knowledge of the manufacturer’s 
private key KMFR_1. 

Certi?es-for-Boot, 

[0049] Another implementation in which a ‘chain of cer 
ti?cates’ leading back to a root certi?cate held by the 
processor manufacturer is also acceptable. 

[0050] The CPU 40 has an internal software identity 
register (SIR) 68, which is cleared at the beginning of every 
boot. The CPU executes an opcode “BeginAuthenticated 
Boot” or “BAB” to set an identity of a corresponding piece 
of software, such as operating system 80, and stores this 
identity in the SIR; the boot block of the operating system 
(described below) is atomically executed as part of the BAB 
instruction. If execution of the BAB opcode and the boot 
block fails (e.g., if the execution was not atomic), the SIR 68 
is set to a predetermined false value (e.g., Zero). This process 
is described below in more detail under the heading 
“Authenticated Boot”. 

[0051] The CPU 40 also utiliZes a second internal register 
(LOGR) 69, which holds contents produced as a result of 
running a LOG operation. This operation, as well as the 
register, is described below in more detail. 

[0052] The CPU 40 also maintains a “boot log”70 to track 
software modules and programs that are loaded. In one 
implementation, the boot log 70 is a log in an append-only 
memory of the CPU that is cleared at the beginning of every 
boot. Since it consumes only about a few hundred bytes, the 
boot log 70 can be comfortably included in the main CPU. 
Alternatively, the CPU 40 can store the boot log 70 in 
volatile memory 44 in a cryptographic tamper-resistant 
container. 

[0053] A further implementation is by means of a software 
module that allows each section of the booting operating 
system to write entries into the boot log that cannot be 
removed by later components without leaving evidence of 
tampering. Yet alternatively, the SIR can hold a crypto 
graphic digest of a data structure comprising the initial boot 
block and the subsequent contents of the boot log. The 
operation of appending to the boot log (call this operation 
“Extend”) replaces the SIR with the hash of the concatena 
tion of the SIR and the entry being appended to the boot log. 
A straightforward implementation of this operation may be 
seen to modify the SIR, potentially disallowing future 
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“Unseal” operations that depend on the value of the SIR. 
Note, however, that the operating system, when booting, can 
choose to add elements to the boot log without loading the 
corresponding components, and so a more privileged com 
bination of software components can impersonate a less 
privileged one. This allows the controlled transfer of secrets 
across privilege levels. In this approach, software will keep 
its own plaintext copy of the boot log entries, along with the 
initial value of the SIR following boot, and this plaintext 
copy is validated by knowledge of the current composite 
SIR. 

[0054] As an optimization, regardless of the implementa 
tion of the boot log, the OS may choose not to extend the 
boot log with the identities of certain software components, 
if these components are judged to be as trustworthy as the 
OS itself, or if they will execute only in a protected 
environment from which they will be unable to subvert 
operation. 
[0055] The operating system (OS) 80 is stored in the 
memory 42 and executed on the CPU 40. The operating 
system 80 has a block of code 82 used to authenticate the 
operating system on the CPU during the boot operation. The 
boot block 82 uniquely determines the operating system, or 
class of operating systems (eg those signed by the same 
manufacturer). The boot block 82 can also be signed by the 
OS manufacturer. 

[0056] FIG. 3 shows an example ofa signed boot block 90 
created by signing the block of code 82. It contains the 
BeginAuthenticatedBoot opcode 92, a length 94 specifying 
the number of byte in the block of code, the code 82, a 
signature 96, and a public key 98 used to verify the signature 
96. The boot block will also contain as a constant or set of 
constants, keys, or other information 99 that is used to 
validate the subsequent operating system components (for 
instance a public key or keys). In this implementation, the 
CPU will set the SIR to the public key of the boot block, but 
only if the boot block code signature is correct for the stated 
boot block public key. 

[0057] In an alternative implementation, the SIR is set to 
the cryptographic hash or digest of the code and constants 
that make up the boot block. The signature 96 and public key 
98 are then not needed. 

[0058] A key observation of both of these implementations 
is that no one can boot an untrusted operating system in 
which the SIR is set to the value of a trusted operating 
system. 

[0059] Once booted the operating system 80 and the 
applications named in the license or ACL by the content 
provider can set aside space 84 in memory or disk 42 to hold 
the digital content from the content provider in a secure 
manner, without fear of other operating systems or rogue 
applications reading the data in the space. The persistent 
content is protected by encryption using a key that is 
generated based in part upon a seed supplied by an authen 
ticated and trusted OS, in part by a secret key stored in the 
CPU, and in part by the software identity register (SIR). 
(Alternatively, the persistent content is stored using the 
“Seal” and “Unseal” operations, described below in more 
detail, or using the processor’s public key pair for encryp 
tion.) The persistent content is stored with a license or ACL 
naming the applications that can use the content and the 
terms under which they can use it. 
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[0060] Software programs 86 (the applications) are also 
shown stored in memory 42. These programs may be used 
to render or otherwise play the content. Each program 86 has 
an associated key or digest 88 for unique identi?cation. 

[0061] Authenticated Boot 

[0062] Traditional approaches to secure boot attempt to 
secure the BIOS or other loader, and have the BIOS check 
later components before allowing them to execute. In con 
trast to this traditional approach, the authenticated boot 
process allows any software at any point in the boot 
sequence to initiate an authenticated boot. 

[0063] FIG. 4 shows a method for performing an authen 
ticated boot operation on the operating system 80. The 
method is performed by the CPU 40 and OS 80 resident in 
the subscriber unit 24. At block 100, the CPU executes the 
BeginAuthenticatedBoot opcode 92 in the signed boot block 
90 to set an identity for the operating system 80. The identity 
can be a digest of the boot block’s opcodes and data, or the 
public key 98 corresponding to a signature on the boot block 
of the operating system. 

[0064] The BeginAuthenticatedBoot opcode 92 and the 
boot block 90 execute as one atomic operation, with the 
implication that if they execute completely and correctly, the 
resulting operating system can be trusted. Measures are 
taken to ensure that the CPU is not interrupted and that the 
boot code that has just been validated cannot be modi?ed. 
This can involve locking the memory bus and switching oif 
interrupts. It could also involve having the CPU watch for 
interrupts or for writes by other bus agents and invalidate the 
authenticated boot sequence if they occur. The BAB opcode 
92 can be executed at any time, with one exemplary time 
being at the start of the OS loader, right after the OS-selector 
executes. An alternative implementation is to provide both a 
BeginAuthenticatedBoot (BAB) and an EndAuthenticated 
Boot (EAB) instruction. The BAB instruction computes the 
secure hash of the boot block and the EAB instruction sets 
the SIR if the execution of the boot block was not interrupted 
or potentially modi?ed by memory writes from another 
processor or another bus master. 

[0065] Execution of the BeginAuthenticatedBoot opcode 
92 sets the internal software identity register 70 to either (1) 
the OS’s identity (i.e., boot block digest or OS public key 
98) if the operation is successful, or (2) Zero if some event 
or circumstance has potentially subverted operation. Assum 
ing the operation is successful (i.e., the “yes” branch from 
block 102), the SIR 70 is now a unique number or other 
value that represents the identity of the operating system 80 
(block 104). Any two processors running the same operating 
system will produce the same SIR. If the BAB opcode 
operation is unsuccessful (i.e., the “no” branch from block 
102), the SIR is set to Zero (block 106). 

[0066] It is noted that different operating systems may be 
serially booted on the subscriber unit 24. Executing the BAB 
opcode 92 for different signed OS boot blocks results in 
different SIR values. However, it is possible for multiple 
boot blocks to result in the same SIR, when desired. 

[0067] At block 110, the CPU 40 ?lls the ?rst entry on the 
boot log 70 with the public key (or digest) of the boot block 
82. From now on, any running code can append data to the 
boot log 70, and it is generally used by code in the boot chain 
to identify code versions as they are loaded and executed. As 
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noted earlier, appending data to the boot log can be simu 
lated by modifying the SIR via the “Extend” operation. 

[0068] The boot block 82 is free to load the next set of 
blocks in the boot-chain (block 112). At block 114, the boot 
block 82 checks the validity of the modules (by signature or 
other means) and loads them so that they can be executed. 
An identity for each module is appended to the boot log 70. 
The OS Will also retain additional information on compo 
nents that it loads (e.g., version numbers, device driver IDs, 
etc.). Loading and executing the code may result in loading 
more code, validating it, and executing it, etc. This process 
continues through to the loading of device drivers. When the 
boot sequence is complete, the OS is operational and the 
softWare identity register and the boot log store non-modi 
?able data captured during the boot sequence. We can 
recommence loading neW device drivers at any point, pos 
sibly causing the operating system to become less privi 
leged, With the possible termination of access to protected 
content. 

[0069] The CPU can generate a signed certi?cate contain 
ing the boot log data to attest to the particular operating 
system (including drivers) that is running. It could also 
generate a signed statement containing just the SIR. FIG. 5 
shoWs an exemplary structure of a boot log 70. It contains 
a seed ?eld 130 and a block ID ?eld 132. The block ID ?eld 
132 holds identities of the blocks of code that are loaded and 
veri?ed on the subscriber unit. The block ID ?eld 132 can 
hold text or binary data. 

[0070] The SIR or the seed ?eld 130 holds an authenti 
cated boot key generator seed. The CPU uses the seed in 
?eld 130 to generate keys unique to the OS and processor. 
Since the ?rst entry of the boot log 70 can only be generated 
by the execution of a particular boot block or the holder of 
the boot block private key, the keys can only be re-generated 
by the same OS, or another OS from the same publisher 
under control of the publisher. OS-speci?c key generation 
provides a building block for secure persistent storage of 
data and the continued enforcement of digital usage rights 
even if the computer is physically compromised, or the 
computer is booted into another operating system. Use of 
OS-speci?c storage keys for secure storage is described 
beloW in more detail under the heading “Secure Storage”. 

[0071] Alternatively, the processor may use the “Seal” and 
“Unseal” instructions to store persistent protected content, 
or When possible may encrypt it With the processor’s public 
key and decrypt it With the “Unseal” instruction, Which is 
called “Reveal” When used With public keys. These opera 
tions are described beloW in more detail under the heading 
“Secure Storage”. 

[0072] Chain of Trust to Content Provider 

[0073] Once the CPU has derived an appropriate SIR for 
the operating system, the combination of the CPU and the 
OS has a unique identi?cation that may be presented to third 
parties. The subscriber unit is thus prepared to order content 
from the content provider, to specify the CPU and the OS, 
and prove the identity of the CPU and operating system to 
the content provider. 

[0074] FIGS. 6a and 6b shoW a method for proving the 
CPU 40 and OS 80 to the content provider 22 in order for 
the content provider 22 to trust that these components Will 
abide by the digital rights agreement. The method is 
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described With additional reference to FIGS. 1, 2, 3, and 5. 
The method is performed by softWare components resident 
at both the subscriber unit 24 and the content provider 22 
and are listed in FIGS. 6a and 6b under corresponding 
headings to illustrate generally Where the method is per 
formed. 

[0075] At block 150, the operating system 80 establishes 
an SSL (secure socket layer) connection, or a similar secure 
connection, With the content provider 22. This connection is 
conventional and establishes a cryptographically secured 
communication path over an otherWise insecure netWork 26. 
The path prevents others from intercepting, modifying, 
replaying or deciphering messages being exchanged 
betWeen the subscriber unit 24 and the content provider 22. 

[0076] At block 152, the subscriber unit 24 submits a 
request for particular content provided by the content pro 
vider 22. The request contains an identi?cation of the 
content, the CPU, the OS, the application, the desired rights 
to play the content (e.g., rent, purchase, multi-site use, etc.), 
and payment instructions (or authoriZation to pay) for the 
speci?ed rights. Suppose that the user Wants to rent a 
particular movie. In the Internet context, the user may 
invoke a broWser to broWse a catalog of movies offered at a 
Web site oWned by the ?lm company that produced the 
movie. Through the broWser interface, the user selects the 
movie, selects a rental option, and authoriZes payment of the 
rental fee. The broWser softWare causes the request to be sent 
to the ?lm company. 

[0077] At block 154, the content provider 22 receives the 
request and analyZes it. The content provider generates a 
challenge nonce “Challenge-N” to question the subscriber 
unit for proof of its processor and of the operating system it 
is running (block 156). A different challenge nonce is 
generated for each request so that the server can identify the 
challenge nonce When it is returned by the subscriber unit. 
The content provider 22 sends the challenge nonce to the 
subscriber unit 24 (block 158). 

[0078] At block 160, upon receipt of the challenge nonce, 
the CPU 40 mints an OS certi?cate that contains the chal 
lenge nonce from the content provider and an identity of the 
OS. The OS certi?cate takes the folloWing form: 

[0079] OS Certi?cate=(SIR, Reply, Challenge-N, 
KCPU) Signed by KCPU—l 

[0080] In addition to the challenge nonce, the OS certi? 
cate contains the SIR value, a reply, and the CPU’s public 
key KCPU. The “reply” can optionally contain all of the data 
Written to the boot log 70 so that the content provider can 
evaluate What softWare components are currently loaded and 
executing. In other cases, the content providers could just 
trust the OS publisher (and hence simply the value of the 
SIR). The OS certi?cate is signed using the CPU’s private 
key Kcptfl. Effectively, the OS certi?cate says “The pro 
cessor named KCPU Was running the Operating System SIR 
With the speci?ed boot log When it received the challenge 
Challenge-N”. (In the case Where the boot log is included, 
the CPU is including more information, effectively saying 
“Further, it Was running this OS revision, With these version 
components, and these device drivers.”) 

[0081] The CPU 40 uses the key pair KCPU, Kcwfl only 
for this operation, or for other similarly restricted classes of 
operations; the CPU is unable to sign an arbitrary block of 
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data. As a result, there is no Way that the CPU or another 
party could falsify an OS certi?cate. One might imagine 
certain attacks, such as saving a certi?cate from a previous 
reboot, or impersonating a real content provider to get one 
of the certi?cates. HoWever, as noted above, the content 
provider generates and sends a different challenge nonce 
each time, thereby preventing such “replay attacks”. Another 
possible attack is for the subscriber unit to return a proper 
certi?cate challenge but then be quickly rebooted into a 
different OS so that it may illicitly use the digital content. 
This attack is also futile because the OS maintains the SSL 
connection session key in secrecy and the neW OS Would not 
knoW the current session key being used by the SSL con 
nection. 

[0082] At block 162, the subscriber unit 24 returns the 
neWly-minted OS certi?cate to the content provider 22. The 
subscriber unit 24 also returns the CPU manufacturer’s 
certi?cate 66. At block 164, the content provider 22 receives 
and validates the OS certi?cate and manufacturer’s certi? 
cate using a series of tests, enumerated as blocks 166 and 
170-180. Failure of any one of the tests results in the request 
for content being rejected by the content provider. 

[0083] The ?rst test is Whether the content provider rec 
ogniZes the SIR value contained in the OS certi?cate and 
trusts the associated operating system (block 166). The 
content provider can also evaluate the boot log in the reply 
portion of the OS certi?cate to decide Whether to trust other 
softWare components running on the subscriber unit. If the 
content provider chooses not to trust the OS or other 
components, the request is rejected (block 168). 

[0084] OtherWise, assuming the OS and other modules are 
trusted (i.e., the “yes” branch from block 166), the content 
provider 22 next determines Whether the challenge nonce is 
the same as it generated and supplied to the subscriber unit 
(block 170). If the nonce returned in the reply fails to match 
the nonce generated by the content provider, the request is 
rejected (block 168). HoWever, if the tWo match, the content 
provider evaluates Whether the OS certi?cate is properly 
signed With the CPU’s private key KCPI;l (block 172). The 
content provider makes this evaluation using the enclosed 
public key KCPU. 

[0085] With respect to the CPU manufacturer’s certi?cate, 
the content provider determines Whether the certi?cate 
names the same public key KCPU used in the OS certi?cate 
(block 174). If so, the content provider continues to the next 
test; otherWise, the request is rejected (block 168). 

[0086] The content provider next examines at block 176 
Whether the manufacturer certi?cate is signed by the manu 
facturer’s private key KMFR_l by using the manufacturer’s 
public key KMFR. If the signature is proper, the content 
provider decides Whether it trusts this manufacturer (block 
178). 
[0087] If all tests prove true and the content provider trusts 
the processor, operating system, and the manufacturers of 
both the processor and the operating system, the content 
provider can choose to doWnload the content to the sub 
scriber unit, along With a list of terms under Which the 
content may be used (block 180). This list may be in the 
form of a license or an Access Control List (ACL), speci 
fying by Which processor, by Which OS, by Which applica 
tion(s), and under Which additional terms the content may be 
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used. The subscriber unit 24 stores the content in the secure 
space 84 of memory 42 (block 182). 

[0088] Secure Storage 

[0089] The CPU provides for secure (Authenticated OS 
speci?c) storage With the addition of one further opcode. 
The opcode is “GenerateKey(Seed)”. The opcode takes a 
seed and generates a unique storage key SK. The seed 
comprises a second CPU secret key K2 (distinct from the 
CPU public key KCPU), the SIR or the ?rst tWo entries in the 
boot log 70 of FIG. 5 (i.e., SIR and the folloWing four bytes 
expressing a version number “2.01”), and a user-supplied 
seed. The seed is input to a cryptographic “pseudo-random” 
number generator, Which is implemented as part of the 
cryptography accelerator 62 (or in the processor if no 
accelerator is present). The opcode GenerateKey(Seed) is a 
protected-mode (kernel accessible) instruction. 
[0090] One possible implementation of the opcode 
instruction is as folloWs: 

SK=SHA(K2, SIR, seed) (1) 

Where SHA is a speci?c secure digest function called the 
“secure hash algorithm”. The resulting storage key SK can 
be used to encrypt the content received from the content 
provider. The encrypted content is then stored in the store 
84. 

[0091] A second implementation is to include all or part of 
the boot log, as folloWs: 

SK=SHA(K2, SIR, seed, Boot Log Entries) (2) 

In this implementation, access to storage can be made 
dependent on all or part of the details of the remainder of the 
operating system running (service packs, device drivers, 
etc.). 
[0092] Note that the same storage key can be generated 
from the same user seed Whenever the same authenticated 
OS is running on the same CPU. If a different authenticated 
OS is booted, a di?cerent storage key is returned and the 
original storage key cannot be obtained. Similarly, since key 
generation is based on a unique key in each processor, the 
encrypted data cannot be moved to another machine and 
decrypted. Since the CPU-internal key K2 is kept secret, 
there is no Way that a non-Authenticated OS or a different 
authenticated OS can ever recover this number if the original 
authenticated OS does not reveal it. 

[0093] FIG. 7 shoWs a method for securely storing digital 
content supplied by the content provider Within the secure 
store 84 on the subscriber unit 24. The method is performed 
by softWare/hardWare components at the subscriber unit. 

[0094] At block 200, the CPU receives an OS-supplied or 
application-supplied number, character string, or alphanu 
meric value for use as a seed. The CPU concatenates the user 

seed, the CPU secret key K2, and the SIR or boot log entries 
to form a composite identi?er (block 202). This identi?er is 
input to a secure hash algorithm, Which produces a storage 
key SK (block 204). As content arrives from the content 
provider, the application or operating system encrypts the 
content using the storage key SK (block 206). The encrypted 
content is then stored in memory 42 to form the secure store 

84 (block 208). 

[0095] The storage key SK can be regenerated as illus 
trated in blocks 200-204 each time the encrypted content is 
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read. However, this mechanism does not allow the operating 
system to be upgraded Without the SIR changing and hence 
the storage keys being lost. To accomplish upgrades that 
change the SIR, a different scheme for storing secrets 
(escroWed encryption keys, for instance) is used. 

[0096] As an alternative to the GenerateKey operation, 
tWo neW operations referred to as “Seal” and “Unseal” may 
be introduced, Which provide the ability to seal secrets only 
for subsequent use on the same machine. 

[0097] The “Seal” instruction takes as inputs an arbitrary 
block of data, the current OS identity (the SIR), and a target 
OS identity (a speci?ed SIR value that must be current at the 
point of future decryption). The processor encrypts this data 
structure using a symmetric key, KS. 

[0098] The data block can noW only be decrypted via an 
“Unseal” operation on the same processor, using the same 
symmetric key. This symmetric key is only used by the 
“Seal” and “Unseal” operations, and Will only decrypt the 
secret if the target OS identity is equal to the current value 
of the SIR. If this check succeeds, the processor decrypts and 
returns the secret, otherWise it returns an error. 

[0099] In this Way, a processor can store encrypted infor 
mation that can be decrypted only by the same processor 
running a speci?ed operating system. 

[0100] As a special case, the operating system can choose 
to seal information for a different operating system Whose 
identity it knoWs and trusts. An example of this occurs When 
the operating system is about to be upgraded and has a 
signed certi?cate from the operating system vendor con 
?rming the identity of the neW operating system. In this case 
the operating system Will seal its secrets for the neW oper 
ating system that is about to run. 

[0101] Alternatively, another approach is to employ 
encryption With the processor’s public key and decryption 
using the “Reveal” operation, as described earlier. Instead of 
using Ks for encryption and decryption, the processor’s 
public key pair is used. This alloWs the “Seal” operation to 
be performed in softWare, even on another processor. 

[0102] ATTEST Operation 

[0103] The action of signing a statement of the current 
value of the SIR can be generaliZed into a technique for the 
operating system to make a signed attestation of the current 
value of any arbitrary region of memory and/or a register. In 
one implementation, the ATTEST operation is performed as 
folloWs: 

[0104] ATTEST(Register Name, Region of Memory) 

[0105] This operation produces a signed result: 

[0106] [KCPU, “ATTEST”, Register Name, Register 
Value, Memory Contents] (signed With Kcwfl 

[0107] The ATTEST operation can be used to sign the 
current value of the SIR or any other register (including a log 
register LOGR, described beloW). The processor also signs 
the data contained in an arbitrary region of memory. This can 
be used to include the challenge value or some other signed 
statement desired by the operating system or application. 
The ATTEST operation can be used to provide an imple 
mentation of a more general form of OS certi?cates, as 
discussed earlier. 
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[0108] Boot Log Implementation 

[0109] The boot log is an append-only record of all or 
selected components loaded by the operating system. This 
can be managed entirely in hardWare, but can be simpli?ed 
by means of a LOG operation. 

[0110] The LOG operation constructs a secure one Way 
digest of a supplied parameter, an internal LOGR register 
69, and stores the result back in the LOGR register. At poWer 
up, or at processor reset, the LOGR register is set to Zero. 
The LOGR register can be read, but not Written apart from 
execution of the LOG operation. The processor can also sign 
a statement attesting to the current value of the LOGR 
register and a supplied challenge. Symbolically: 

LOGR'=SHA’1(LOGR, DATA) (3) 
Where LOGR is the current value of the register, DATA is 
supplied to the LOGR' and is the contents of the LOGR 
register after the LOG operation is performed, and SHA‘l is 
an exemplary one Way hash function (the Secure Hash 
Algorithm). 
[0111] The operating system can use the LOG operation to 
record the digest of each component as it is loaded. When 
online to a content provider, the ATTEST operation can be 
used to provide an un-tamperable attestation of all compo 
nents loaded into the operating system. 

[0112] In order for the content provider to be able to 
interpret the LOGR value, the operating system also con 
veys the digests of all components that made up the boot log. 
A content provider can then: 

[0113] 1. Check that all of the components revealed are 
knoWn and trusted. 

[0114] 2. Check that the composite value obtained When 
the digests are combined according to equation (3) 
match that quoted by the microprocessor. 

[0115] 3. Check that the signature on the quoted state 
ment is valid for the microprocessor public key. 

[0116] 4. Check the processor certi?cate is valid and 
matches the key used in the quoted statement. 

[0117] If these conditions are met, the content provider 
can trust the client With the premium content. If they are not 
met, then the content provider can return a statement of the 
components that are not trusted so that the user or operating 
system can upgrade the untrusted component. 

[0118] Exemplary Chipset Implementation 
[0119] The fundamental requirements of atomicity and 
privileged access to keys for the microcode that implements 
authenticated boot can be met in a variety of alternative 
implementations. In one implementation, components in the 
chipset may examine the bus to infer operation and permit 
or deny access to keys depending on the code executing. 
Components on the chipset can also examine the bus for 
unauthorized agents Writing to protected code, or reading 
unauthorized secrets. 

[0120] An agent on the bus can also check for unautho 
riZed interrupts during the execution of the authenticated 
operations or execution of the boot block. 

[0121] Similarly, there is no fundamental requirement for 
the microcode that implements the authenticated boot opera 
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tions to by physically resident on the microprocessor chip. 
It could also be stored in ROM, EPROM, or protected ?ash 
memory in a physically separate device on the bus. 

[0122] BIOS Implementation 

[0123] The authenticated boot technique can be imple 
mented by existing CPU operating modes using code in the 
computer’s BIOS code. The System Management Mode 
(SMM), supported by Intel microprocessors, provides for a 
region of memory that is inaccessible to normal operating 
system operation, but can provide subroutines that operating 
systems or applications can use. Such SMM protected 
memory could be used for the storage of keys and the code 
that manages those keys. 

[0124] 
[0125] Hash algorithms and signature schemes can be 
broken. One example of a security break is that an attacker 
?nds a second boot block that has the same identity (same 
signature, or same digest). If such a boot block is found, then 
a different operating system can be booted, and all content 
security is lost. 

Improved Security 

[0126] Greater security can be obtained by combining 
security schemes. For instance, the OS-identity can be 
formed as the concatenation of tWo or more digests calcu 
lated using different hash algorithms, or the same algorithm 
applied to boot block data in a different order (for instance, 
backWards). 
[0127] In the case of signature based identity, the boot 
block can be signed several times using different signature 
algorithms and keys. Again the software identity becomes 
the concatenation of the relevant public keys. This technique 
also provides protection against private key compromise. If 
one of the signing keys is compromised, not all security is 
lost. 

[0128] Recerti?cation 

[0129] Microprocessor key compromise is inevitable and 
is traditionally handled by revocation lists (list of untrusted 
hosts). HoWever, if the certi?cates that vouch for the micro 
processor keys never expire, then revocation lists Will groW 
uncomfortably large. This problem can be ameliorated by 
?nite lifetime processor certi?cates. Content providers Will 
require valid certi?cates (not expired), and the chip vendor 
(or other trusted party) Will be required to re-issue certi? 
cates for chips still considered in good standing (not 
revoked). Note that the certi?cates are not used When o?line, 
so machines do not stop Working When the certi?cates 
expire. HoWever, in online transactions, on occasional 
(probably automated) extra step Would be to get a neW 
certi?cate. 

CONCLUSION 

[0130] The authenticated boot technique has many advan 
tages. It enables use of open platforms for building trusted 
systems, Where the open platforms can run arbitrary oper 
ating systems and arbitrary softWare. Moreover, it can 
authenticate the combination of the hardWare and the soft 
Ware in the subscriber unit. One resulting advantage of this 
invention is that the content provider and not the oWner or 
manufacturer of the PC or of the OS is responsible for 
determining trust. Another advantage is that When data is 
stored persistently, the storage key need not be stored With 
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it, and the client need not go back online to obtain a neW key. 
The data can be decrypted at any time by the same OS on the 
same processor, but cannot be decrypted by an unauthorized 
OS or on a different processor. Another advantage is that any 
number of independent Authenticated or non-Authenticated 
operating systems can be booted serially on the same 
system. The CPU automatically provides each With inde 
pendent services for cryptographic key generation and data 
storage. Moreover, a secure OS can be easily modi?ed for 
both authentication and security by changing the boot code 
and checking signatures before loading. 

[0131] Although the invention has been described in lan 
guage speci?c to structural features and/or methodological 
actions, it is to be understood that the invention de?ned in 
the appended claims is not necessarily limited to the speci?c 
features or actions described. Rather, the speci?c features 
and actions are disclosed as preferred forms of implement 
ing the claimed invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. In a computer system having a central processing unit 

(CPU) and an operating system (OS), the CPU having a 
softWare identity register, a method for booting the operating 
system comprising: 

computing a cryptographic function of at least a portion of 
the operating system; and 

setting the softWare identity register to a result of the 
computed cryptographic function if atomic execution 
of a boot block of the operating system does not fail, 
and otherWise setting the softWare identity register to a 
value indicating that the atomic execution of the boot 
block failed. 

2. The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising 
de?ning a secure storage space, access to Which is based in 
part on the result set in the softWare identity register. 

3. A computer comprising: 

a memory; 

a central processing unit (CPU) coupled to the memory, 
the CPU having a softWare identity register; 

an operating system stored in the memory, the operating 
system having a block of code; and 

the operating system being booted for execution on the 
CPU according to a sequence that begins With an 
atomic operation, Wherein in an event that the atomic 
operation completes correctly, the softWare identity 
register is set to the identity of the operating system. 

4. The computer as recited in claim 3, Wherein the identity 
comprises a digital signature on a block of code from the 
operating system. 

5. The computer as recited in claim 3, Wherein the identity 
comprises a hash digest of a block of code from the 
operating system. 

6. The computer as recited in claim 3, Wherein the CPU 
holds a manufacturer certi?cate signed by a manufacturer of 
the CPU. 

7. The computer as recited in claim 3, further comprising 
a boot log, Wherein the CPU appends the identity of the 
operating system to the boot log in the event that the atomic 
operation completes correctly. 

8. The computer as recited in claim 3, Wherein the CPU 
is assigned a pair of public and private keys, and CPU is 
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con?gured to create an OS certi?cate containing the identity 
in the software identity register, information describing the 
operating system, and the CPU public key, the CPU signing 
the OS certi?cate using the CPU private key. 

9. The computer as recited in claim 3, Wherein the CPU 
is con?gured to form a generator seed from a CPU-speci?c 
secret and OS-speci?c data and to generate a private storage 
key based on a function of the generator seed. 

10. A central processing unit comprising: 

softWare identity register; 

a boot log; and 

processing means to process an atomic operation such that 
in an event that the atomic operation completes cor 
rectly, the softWare identity register is set to an identity 
of softWare code and the identity is appended to the 
boot log. 
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11. For execution on a computer system having a central 
processing unit (CPU) and an operating system (OS), the 
CPU having a softWare identity register, a computer pro 
gram stored on one or more computer-readable storage 
media of the computer system, the program comprising: 

executing an atomic operation to set an identity of the 
operating system into the softWare identity register of 
the CPU, Wherein in an event that the atomic operation 
completes correctly, the softWare identity register con 
tains the identity of the operating system and in an 
event that the atomic operation fails to complete cor 
rectly, the softWare identity register contains a value 
other than the identity of the operating system; and 

examining a content of the softWare identity register to 
verify the identity of the operating system. 

* * * * * 


