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COLLABORATIVELY LOCATING 
DISCONNECTED CLIENTS AND ROGUE ACCESS 

POINTS IN A WIRELESS NETWORK 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] The present application claims the bene?t ofAdya 
et al., US. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/613,055 
entitled, “SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR DIAGNOSING 
FAULTS IN WIRELESS NETWORKS”, ?led on Sep. 24, 
2004, Which is hereby incorporated by reference in its 
entirety. The present application is related to co-pending 
applications With attorney reference numbers 231441 and 
231443 entitled “USING A CONNECTED WIRELESS 
COMPUTER AS A CONDUIT FOR A DISCONNECTED 
WIRELESS COMPUTER” and “DETECTING AND 
DIAGNOSING PERFORMANCE PROBLEMS IN A 
WIRELESS NETWORK THROUGH NEIGHBOR COL 
LABORATION”, both ?led on Jan. 31, 2005, and both 
hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] This invention relates generally to netWork opera 
tions, and more particularly, to locating disconnected or 
unauthorized devices in Wireless netWorks. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] The convenience of Wireless networking has led to 
a Wide-scale adoption of Wireless netWorks (e.g., IEEE 
802.11 networks). Corporations, universities, homes, and 
public places are deploying these netWorks at a remarkable 
rate. HoWever, a signi?cant number of “pain points” remain 
for end-users and netWork administrators. Users experience 
a number of problems such as intermittent connectivity, poor 
performance, lack of coverage, and authentication failures. 
These problems occur due to a variety of reasons such as 
poor access point layout, device miscon?guration, hardWare 
and softWare errors, the nature of the Wireless medium (e.g., 
interference, propagation), and tra?ic congestion. Users fre 
quently complain about connectivity and performance prob 
lems, and netWork administrators are expected to diagnose 
these problems While managing corporate security and cov 
erage. Their task is particularly dif?cult due to the unreliable 
nature of the Wireless medium and a lack of intelligent 
diagnostic tools for determining the cause of these problems. 

[0004] For companies With a large deployment of IEEE 
802.11 netWorks, there may be several thousand Access 
Points (APs) spread over many buildings. Problems With the 
netWorks result in end-user frustration and loss of produc 
tivity for the corporation. Furthermore, resolution of each 
end-user complaint results in additional support personnel 
costs to a company’s IT department; this cost can be several 
tens of dollars and this does not include the cost due to the 
loss of end-user productivity. 

[0005] Fault diagnostics in IEEE 802.11 infrastructure 
netWorks has not garnered attention from the research com 
munity relative to other higher pro?le areas of research in 
Wireless netWorking. Several companies attempt to offer 
diagnostic tools, but these products lack a number of desir 
able features. For example, they do not do a comprehensive 
job of gathering and analyZing the data to establish the 
possible causes of a problem. Furthermore, most products 
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typically only gather data from the APs and neglect the 
client-side vieW of the netWork. Some products that monitor 
the netWork from the client’s perspective require hardWare 
sensors, Which can be expensive to deploy and maintain. 
Also, current solutions do not typically provide any support 
for disconnected clients, even though these are the ones that 
need the most help. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] The problems outlined above may at least in part be 
addressed by a system and method for detecting and diag 
nosing faults in Wireless netWorks as described herein. 

[0007] The folloWing presents a simpli?ed summary of the 
disclosure in order to provide a basic understanding to the 
reader. This summary is not an exhaustive or limiting 
overvieW of the disclosure. The summary is not provided to 
identify key and, or critical elements of the invention, 
delineate the scope of the invention, or limit the scope of the 
invention in any Way. Its sole purpose is to present some of 
the concepts disclosed in a simpli?ed form, as an introduc 
tion to the more detailed description that is presented later. 

[0008] In one embodiment, the monitoring architecture 
described herein is used for locating client machines that 
have become disconnected from a Wireless netWork. In 
another embodiment, the architecture is used for detecting 
rogue or unauthorized access points in enterprise Wireless 
netWorks. 

[0009] In one embodiment, a computer-readable medium 
including computer-executable instructions is provided for 
determining the location of a disconnected Wireless com 
puting device, the Wireless computing device being discon 
nected from an infrastructure netWork, the computer-execut 
able instructions executing on one or more connected 
Wireless computing devices in the vicinity of the discon 
nected device, and performing the steps of receiving one or 
more beacon signals from the disconnected device, record 
ing signal strength information about the disconnected 
device according to the beacon signals, informing a diag 
nostic server that the disconnected device is not connected 
to the infrastructure netWork, and transmitting the signal 
strength information to the diagnostic server for estimating 
the location of the disconnected device, Wherein the beacon 
signals are sent by the disconnected device in response to a 
determination that the device is not connected to the infra 
structure netWork. 

[0010] In another embodiment, a computer-readable 
medium including computer-executable instructions is pro 
vided for determining the location of a disconnected Wire 
less computing device, the Wireless computing device being 
disconnected from an infrastructure netWork and in the 
vicinity of one or more Wireless devices being connected to 
the infrastructure netWork, the computer-executable instruc 
tions executing on a server, and performing the steps of 
receiving signal strength information about the disconnected 
device from the one or more connected devices, computing 
estimates of the locations of the one or more connected 
devices; and approximating the location of the disconnected 
device using the computed estimates and the received signal 
strength information. 

[0011] In still another embodiment, a method is provided 
for identifying a rogue Wireless access point in an infra 
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structure network, method comprising the steps of receiving 
information about a suspicious access point, the information 
collected by one or more nearby Wireless computing devices 
or access points, comparing the information With an access 
point database, and identifying the suspicious access point 
as rogue if the information is inconsistent With the access 
point database. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0012] While the appended claims set forth the features of 
the present invention With particularity, the invention and its 
advantages are best understood from the folloWing detailed 
description taken in conjunction With the accompanying 
draWings, of Which: 

[0013] FIG. 1 is a simpli?ed schematic illustrating an 
exemplary architecture of a computing, as used in accor 
dance With an embodiment of the invention; 

[0014] FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary 
Wireless netWork for locating disconnected clients and rogue 
access points, in accordance With an embodiment of the 

invention; 
[0015] FIG. 3 is a How diagram illustrating a method for 
locating disconnected clients, in accordance With an 
embodiment of the invention; 

[0016] FIG. 4 is a How diagram illustrating a method for 
collaboratively obtaining information on access points in a 
Wireless netWork, in accordance With an embodiment of the 
invention; 
[0017] FIG. 5 is a How diagram illustrating a method for 
determining if an access point is rogue, in accordance With 
an embodiment of the invention; and 

[0018] FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of softWare compo 
nents used for locating disconnected clients and rogue 
access points, in accordance With an embodiment of the 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0019] The methods and systems to locate disconnected 
clients and detect rogue access points Will noW be described 
With respect to preferred embodiments; hoWever, the meth 
ods and systems of the present invention are not so limited. 
Moreover, the skilled artisan Will readily appreciate that the 
methods and systems described herein are merely exemplary 
and that variations can be made Without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention. After revieWing this 
description, it should be apparent to those skilled in the art 
that the foregoing is merely illustrative and not limiting, 
having been presented by Way of example only. Numerous 
modi?cations and other illustrative embodiments are Within 
the scope of one of ordinary skill in the art and are 
contemplated as falling Within the scope of the invention. In 
particular, although many of the examples presented herein 
involve speci?c combinations of method operations or sys 
tem elements, it should be understood that those operations 
and those elements may be combined in other Ways to 
accomplish the same objectives. Operations, elements, and 
features discussed only in connection With one embodiment 
are not intended to be excluded from a similar role in other 
embodiments. Moreover, use of ordinal terms such as “?rst” 
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and “second” in the claims to modify a claim element does 
not by itself connote any priority, precedence, or order of 
one claim element over another or the temporal order in 
Which operations of a method are performed, but are used 
merely as labels to distinguish one claim element having a 
certain name from another element having a same name (but 
for use of the ordinal term) to distinguish the claim elements. 

[0020] Listed beloW are many of the problems that users 
and netWork administrators face When using and maintain 
ing corporate Wireless netWorks. 

[0021] Connectivity problems: End-users complain about 
inconsistent or a lack of netWork connectivity in certain 
areas of a building. Such “dead spots” or “RF holes” can 
occur due to a Weak RF signal, lack of a signal, changing 
environmental conditions, or obstructions. Locating an RF 
hole automatically is critical for Wireless administrators; 
they can then resolve the problem by either relocating APs 
or increasing the density of APs in the problem area or by 
adjusting the poWer settings on nearby APs for better 
coverage. 

[0022] Performance problems: This category includes all 
the situations Where a client observes degraded perfor 
mance, e.g., loW throughput or high latency. There could be 
a number of reasons Why the performance problem exists, 
e.g., traffic sloW-doWn due to congestion, RF interference 
due to a microWave oven or cordless phone, multi-path 
interference, large co-channel interference due to poor net 
Work planning, or due to a poorly con?gured client/AP. 
Performance problems can also occur as a result of problems 
in the non-Wireless part of the netWork, e.g., due to a sloW 
server or proxy. It is therefore useful for the diagnostic tool 
to be able to determine Whether the problem is in the 
Wireless netWork or elseWhere. Furthermore, identifying the 
cause in the Wireless part is important for alloWing netWork 
administrators to better provision the system and improve 
the experience for end-users. 

[0023] NetWork security: Large enterprises often use solu 
tions such as IEEE 802.1x to secure their netWorks. HoW 
ever, a nightmare scenario for IT managers occurs When 
employees unknoWingly compromise the security of the 
netWork by connecting an unauthoriZed AP to an Ethernet 
tap of the corporate netWork. The problem is commonly 
referred to as the “Rogue AP Problem”. These Rogue APs 
are one of the most common and serious breaches of 
Wireless netWork security. Due to the presence of such APs, 
external users are alloWed access to resources on the cor 

porate netWork; these users can leak information or cause 
other damage. Furthermore, Rogue APs can cause interfer 
ence With other access points in the vicinity. Detecting 
Rogue APs in a large netWork via a manual process is 
expensive and time consuming; thus, it is important to detect 
such APs proactively. 

[0024] Authentication problems: According to the IT sup 
port group’s logs, a number of complaints are related to 
users’ inability to authenticate themselves to the netWork. In 
Wireless netWorks secured by technologies such as IEEE 
802.1x, authentication failures are typically due to missing 
or expired certi?cates. Thus, detecting such authentication 
problems and helping clients to bootstrap With valid certi? 
cates is important. The present invention Will be more 
completely understood through the folloWing detailed 
description, Which should be read in conjunction With the 
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attached drawings. In this description, like numbers refer to 
similar elements Within various embodiments of the present 
invention. Aspects of the invention are illustrated as being 
implemented in a suitable computing environment. 
Although not required, the invention Will be described in the 
general context of computer-executable instructions, such as 
procedures, being executed by a personal computer. Gener 
ally, procedures include program modules, routines, func 
tions, programs, objects, components, data structures, etc. 
that perform particular tasks or implement particular abstract 
data types. Moreover, those skilled in the art Will appreciate 
that the invention may be practiced With other computer 
system con?gurations, including hand-held devices, multi 
processor systems, microprocessor based or programmable 
consumer electronics, netWork PCs, minicomputers, main 
frame computers, and the like. The invention may also be 
practiced in distributed computing environments Where 
tasks are performed by remote processing devices that are 
linked through a communications netWork. In a distributed 
computing environment, program modules may be located 
in both local and remote memory storage devices. The term 
computer system may be used to refer to a system of 
computers such as may be found in a distributed computing 
environment. 

[0025] FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a suitable comput 
ing system environment 100 on Which aspects of the inven 
tion may be implemented. The computing system environ 
ment 100 is only one example of a suitable computing 
environment and is not intended to suggest any limitation as 
to the scope of use or functionality of the invention. Neither 
should the computing environment 100 be interpreted as 
having any dependency or requirement relating to any one or 
combination of components illustrated in the exemplary 
operating environment 100. Although one embodiment of 
the invention does include each component illustrated in the 
exemplary operating environment 100, another more typical 
embodiment of the invention excludes non-essential com 
ponents, for example, input/output devices other than those 
required for netWork communications. 

[0026] With reference to FIG. 1, an exemplary system for 
implementing the invention includes a general purpose 
computing device in the form of a computer 110. Compo 
nents of the computer 110 may include, but are not limited 
to, a processing unit 120, a system memory 130, and a 
system bus 121 that couples various system components 
including the system memory to the processing unit 120. 
The system bus 121 may be any of several types of bus 
structures including a memory bus or memory controller, a 
peripheral bus, and a local bus using any of a variety of bus 
architectures. By Way of example, and not limitation, such 
architectures include Industry Standard Architecture (ISA) 
bus, Micro Channel Architecture (MCA) bus, Enhanced ISA 
(EISA) bus, Video Electronics Standards Association 
(VESA) local bus, and Peripheral Component Interconnect 
(PCI) bus also knoWn as MeZZanine bus. 

[0027] The computer 110 typically includes a variety of 
computer readable media. Computer readable media can be 
any available media that can be accessed by the computer 
110 and includes both volatile and nonvolatile media, and 
removable and non-removable media. By Way of example, 
and not limitation, computer readable media may comprise 
computer storage media and communication media. Com 
puter storage media includes volatile and nonvolatile, 
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removable and non-removable media implemented in any 
method or technology for storage of information such as 
computer readable instructions, data structures, program 
modules or other data. Computer storage media includes, but 
is not limited to, RAM, ROM, EEPROM, ?ash memory or 
other memory technology, CD-ROM, digital versatile disks 
(DVD) or other optical disk storage, magnetic cassettes, 
magnetic tape, magnetic disk storage or other magnetic 
storage devices, or any other medium Which can be used to 
store the desired information and Which can be accessed by 
the computer 110. Communication media typically embod 
ies computer readable instructions, data structures, program 
modules or other data in a modulated data signal such as a 
carrier Wave or other transport mechanism and includes any 
information delivery media. The term “modulated data sig 
nal” means a signal that has one or more of its characteristics 
set or changed in such a manner as to encode information in 
the signal. By Way of example, and not limitation, commu 
nication media includes Wired media such as a Wired net 
Work or direct-Wired connection, and Wireless media such as 
acoustic, RF, infrared and other Wireless media. Combina 
tions of the any of the above should also be included Within 
the scope of computer readable media. 

[0028] The system memory 130 includes computer stor 
age media in the form of volatile and/or nonvolatile memory 
such as read only memory (ROM) 131 and random access 
memory (RAM) 132. A basic input/output system 133 
(BIOS), containing the basic routines that help to transfer 
information betWeen elements Within computer 110, such as 
during start-up, is typically stored in ROM 131. RAM 132 
typically contains data and/or program modules that are 
immediately accessible to and/or presently being operated 
on by processing unit 120. By Way of example, and not 
limitation, FIG. 1 illustrates operating system 134, applica 
tion programs 135, other program modules 136 and program 
data 137. 

[0029] The computer 110 may also include other remov 
able/non-removable, volatile/nonvolatile computer storage 
media. By Way of example only, FIG. 1 illustrates a hard 
disk drive 141 that reads from or Writes to non-removable, 
nonvolatile magnetic media, a magnetic disk drive 151 that 
reads from or Writes to a removable, nonvolatile magnetic 
disk 152, and an optical disk drive 155 that reads from or 
Writes to a removable, nonvolatile optical disk 156 such as 
a CD ROM or other optical media. Other removable/non 
removable, volatile/nonvolatile computer storage media that 
can be used in the exemplary operating environment 
include, but are not limited to, magnetic tape cassettes, ?ash 
memory cards, digital versatile disks, digital video tape, 
solid state RAM, solid state ROM, and the like. The hard 
disk drive 141 is typically connected to the system bus 121 
through a non-removable memory interface such as interface 
140, and magnetic disk drive 151 and optical disk drive 155 
are typically connected to the system bus 121 by a remov 
able memory interface, such as interface 150. 

[0030] The drives and their associated computer storage 
media, discussed above and illustrated in FIG. 1, provide 
storage of computer readable instructions, data structures, 
program modules and other data for the computer 110. In 
FIG. 1, for example, hard disk drive 141 is illustrated as 
storing operating system 144, application programs 145, 
other program modules 146 and program data 147. Note that 
these components can either be the same as or different from 
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operating system 134, application programs 135, other pro 
gram modules 136, and program data 137. Operating system 
144, application programs 145, other program modules 146, 
and program data 147 are given different numbers hereto 
illustrate that, at a minimum, they are different copies. A user 
may enter commands and information into the computer 110 
through input devices such as a tablet, or electronic digitiZer, 
164, a microphone 163, a keyboard 162 and pointing device 
161, commonly referred to as a mouse, trackball or touch 
pad. Other input devices (not shoWn) may include a joystick, 
game pad, satellite dish, scanner, or the like. These and other 
input devices are often connected to the processing unit 120 
through a user input interface 160 that is coupled to the 
system bus, but may be connected by other interface and bus 
structures, such as a parallel port, game port or a universal 
serial bus (USB). A monitor 191 or other type of display 
device is also connected to the system bus 121 via an 
interface, such as a video interface 190. The monitor 191 
may also be integrated With a touch-screen panel or the like. 
Note that the monitor and/or touch screen panel can be 
physically coupled to a housing in Which the computing 
device 110 is incorporated, such as in a tablet-type personal 
computer. In addition, computers such as the computing 
device 110 may also include other peripheral output devices 
such as speakers 197 and printer 196, Which may be con 
nected through an output peripheral interface 194 or the like. 

[0031] The computer 110 may operate in a netWorked 
environment using logical connections to one or more 
remote computers, such as a remote computer 180. The 
remote computer 180 may be a personal computer, a server, 
a router, a netWork PC, a peer device or other common 
netWork node, and typically includes many or all of the 
elements described above relative to the computer 110, 
although only a memory storage device 181 has been 
illustrated in FIG. 1. The logical connections depicted in 
FIG. 1 include a local area netWork (LAN) 171 and a Wide 
area netWork (WAN) 173, but may also include other 
netWorks. Such netWorking environments are commonplace 
in of?ces, enterprise-Wide computer netWorks, intranets and 
the Internet. 

[0032] When used in a LAN netWorking environment, the 
computer 110 is connected to the LAN 171 through a 
netWork interface or adapter 170. When used in a WAN 
netWorking environment, the computer 110 typically 
includes a modem 172 or other means for establishing 
communications over the WAN 173, such as the Internet. 
The modem 172, Which may be internal or external, may be 
connected to the system bus 121 via the user input interface 
160 or other appropriate mechanism. In a netWorked envi 
ronment, program modules depicted relative to the computer 
110, or portions thereof, may be stored in the remote 
memory storage device. By Way of example, and not limi 
tation, FIG. 1 illustrates remote application programs 185 as 
residing on memory device 181. It Will be appreciated that 
the netWork connections shoWn are exemplary and other 
means of establishing a communications link betWeen the 
computers may be used. In particular, the computer 110 
preferably contains a Wireless netWorking interface or Wire 
less card, operating according to an IEEE 802.11 protocol. 

[0033] In an embodiment of the invention, a system con 
sists of several components, as illustrated in FIG. 2. A 
Diagnostic Client (DC) 202 is softWare that runs on a 
Wireless client machine 204. A Diagnostic AP (DAP) 206 
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runs on an Access Point 208. A Diagnostic Server (DS) 210 
runs on a backend server 212 of the organiZation. 

[0034] In some embodiments of the invention, the Diag 
nostic Client module 202 monitors the RF environment and 
the traf?c ?oW from neighboring clients 214 and APs 216. 
During normal activity, the client’s Wireless card is not 
placed in promiscuous mode. The DC 202 uses the collected 
data to perform local fault diagnosis. Depending on the 
individual fault-detection mechanism, a summary of this 
data is transmitted to the DAPs 206 or DSs 210 at preferably 
regular intervals. In addition, the DC 202 is programmed to 
accept commands from the DAP 206 or the DS 210 to 
perform on-demand data gathering, e.g., sWitching to pro 
miscuous mode and analyZing a nearby client’s performance 
problems. In case the Wireless client 204 becomes discon 
nected, the DC 202 logs data to a local database/?le. This 
data can be analyZed by the DAP 206 or DS 210 at some 
future time When netWork connectivity is resumed. 

[0035] The Diagnostic AP 206 accepts diagnostic mes 
sages from DCs 202, merges them along With its oWn 
measurements and sends a summary report to the DS 210. 
Some embodiments of the invention do not include the 
Diagnostic AP 206. The DAP 206 of?oads Work from the DS 
210. Some embodiments of the invention include a mixture 
of legacy APs 220 and DAPs 206: if an AP is a legacy AP 
220, its monitoring functions are performed by the DCs 202 
and its summarizing functions and checks are performed at 
the DS 210. 

[0036] The Diagnostic Server 210 accepts data from DCs 
202 and DAPs 206 and performs the appropriate analysis to 
detect and diagnose different faults. The DS 210 also has 
access to a database 221 that stores each AP’s 208 location. 
NetWork administrators can deploy multiple DSs 210 in the 
system to balance the load, for example, by hashing each 
AP’s MAC address to a particular DS 210. In some embodi 
ments, the Diagnostic Server 210 interacts With other net 
Work servers, such as a RADIUS 230 and Kerberos 232 
servers, to get client authoriZation and user information. 

[0037] The exemplary system described With reference to 
FIG. 2 supports both reactive and proactive monitoring. In 
proactive monitoring, DCs and DAPs monitor the system 
continuously: if an anomaly is detected by a DC, DAP, or 
DS, an alarm is raised for a netWork administrator to 
investigate. The reactive monitoring mode is used When a 
support personnel Wants to diagnose a user complaint. The 
personnel can issue a directive to a particular DC from one 
of the DSes to collect and analyZe the data for diagnosing the 
problem. 

[0038] The exemplary system imposes negligible over 
heads With respect to poWer management. Both the proac 
tive and reactive techniques described later consume very 
little bandWidth, CPU, or disk resources; as a result, they 
have negligible impact on battery consumption. The exem 
plary system architecture shoWn in FIG. 2 supports several 
functions in embodiments of the invention by using the DCs, 
DAPs and DSes. Some of the supported functions include: 
locating disconnected clients; helping disconnected clients; 
isolating performance problems; and detecting rogue access 
points. 

[0039] In some embodiments of the invention, the DAP 
206 is a softWare modi?cation on AP 208, alloWing for better 
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scalability and for analyzing an AP’s performance. Since no 
hardware modi?cations are necessary, the bar for deploying 
this embodiment is loWer. 

[0040] The client machines 204 and access points 208 
preferably have the ability to control beacons and probes. 
Additionally, client machines 204 preferably have the capa 
bility of starting an infrastructure netWork (i.e., becoming an 
AP) or an ad hoc netWork (i.e., computer-to-computer) on 
their oWn; this ability is supported by many Wireless cards 
currently available in the marketplace. Some embodiments 
of the invention make use the presence of nearby clients or 
access points. By taking advantage of nearby clients and 
access points instrumented With softWare “sensors”, deploy 
ment costs are potentially loWered. 

[0041] The backend server 212 preferably uses a database 
to maintain the location of all the access points in the 
netWork. Such location databases are preferably maintained 
by netWork administrators. 

[0042] The exemplary system illustrated in FIG. 2 can 
scale With the number of clients and APs in the system. The 
system contains tWo shared resources: DSs and DAPs. To 
prevent a single Diagnostic Server from becoming a poten 
tial bottleneck, additional DSs are preferably added as the 
system load increases. Furthermore, some embodiments 
alloW each individual DS to o?load Work by sharing the 
diagnosis burden With the DCs and the DAPs; the DS is used 
only When the DCs and DAPs are unable to diagnose the 
problem and the analysis requires a global perspective and 
additional data (e.g., signal strength information obtained 
from multiple DAPs may be needed for locating a discon 
nected client). 

[0043] Similarly, since the DAP is a shared resource, 
making it do extra Work can potentially hurt the performance 
of all its associated clients. To reduce the load on a DAP, 
some embodiments of the invention use an optimiZation 
technique, Whereby an AP does not perform active scanning 
if any client is associated With it; the associated clients 
perform these operations as needed. The AP continues to 
perform passive monitoring activities that have a negligible 
effect on its performance. If there is no client associated, the 
AP is idle and it can perform these monitoring operations. 
This approach ensures that most of the physical area around 
the AP is monitored Without hurting the AP’s performance. 

[0044] In one embodiment, the interactions betWeen the 
DC, DAP, and DS are secured using EAP-TLS certi?cates 
issued over IEEE 802.1x. An authoriZed certi?cation author 
ity (CA) issues certi?cates to DCs, DAPs and DSs; these 
certi?cates are used to ensure that all communication 
betWeen these entities is mutually authenticated. One 
embodiment includes knoWn techniques for detecting mali 
cious behavior by legitimate users. 

[0045] The ability to locate disconnected Wireless clients 
automatically in a fault diagnosis system is potentially 
useful for proactively determining problematic regions in a 
deployment, e.g., poor coverage or high interference (locat 
ing RF holes) or for locating possibly faulty APs. In embodi 
ments of the invention, a disconnected client determines that 
it is in an RF hole if it does not hear beacons from any AP 
(as opposed to being disconnected due to some other reason 
such as authentication failures). To approximately locate 
disconnected clients (and hence help in locating RF holes), 
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embodiments use a technique called Double Indirection for 
Approximating Location or DIAL, described With reference 
to FIG. 3. 

[0046] When a client 302 discovers that it is disconnected 
at step 304, it becomes anAP or starts an ad hoc netWork and 
starts beaconing at step 306. To determine the approximate 
location of this client, nearby connected clients 308 hear the 
client’s 302 beacons at step 310 and record the signal 
strength (RSSI) of these packets at step 312. At step 314, 
they inform the DS 316 that client 302 is disconnected and 
send the collected RSSI data. The DS 316 then, at step 318, 
executes the ?rst step of DIAL to determine the location of 
the connected clients: this can be done using any knoWn 
location-determination technique in the literature, such as 
those described by P. Bahl and V. N. Padmanabhan in 
“RADAR: An Inbuilding RF-based User Location and 
Tracking System,” in Proc. ofIEEE INFOCOM, Tel-Aviv, 
Israel, March 2000, and by A. Ladd et al. in “Robotics-Based 
Location Sensing using Wireless Ethernet,” in Proc. of A CM 
MobiCom, Atlanta, Ga., September 2002, Which are hereby 
incorporated by reference in their entirety for all that they 
teach Without exclusion of any part thereof. At step 320, the 
DS 316 uses the locations of the connected clients as 
“anchor points” and the disconnected client’s RSSI data to 
estimate its approximate location. This step is preferably 
performed using any scheme that uses RSSI values from 
multiple clients for determining a machine’s location, such 
as those described in the references above or by any other 
knoWn method. Since locating the connected clients results 
in some error, consequently locating disconnected clients 
With these anchor points can further increase the error. 
HoWever, it has been empirically shoWn that this error is 
approximately 10 to 12 meters Which is acceptable for 
estimating the location of disconnected clients. 

[0047] Turning to FIG. 4, a method of detecting rogue APs 
is discussed, in accordance With an embodiment of the 
invention. Rogue APs are unauthorized APs that have been 
connected to an Ethernet tap in an enterprise or university 
netWork; such APs can result in security holes, and 
unWanted RF and netWork load. Rogue APs are considered 
a major security issue for enterprise Wireless LANs. By 
using clients and (if possible) APs to monitor the environ 
ment around them, embodiments of the invention detect 
rogue APs. The approach is to make clients and DAPs 
collect information about nearby access points and send it to 
the DS. When the DS receives information about an AP X, 
it checks an AP location database and ensures that X is a 
registered AP in the expected location and channel. The 
approach detects rogue APs using olf-the-shelf IEEE 
802.1l-compliant hardWare. This suf?ces to function as a 
loW-cost mechanism that addresses the common case Rogue 
AP problem being faced in current deployments: for many 
netWorks administrators, the main goal is to detect APs 
inadvertently installed by employees for experimentation or 
convenience. Other embodiments may implement detection 
of non-compliant Rogue access points and clients as Well. If 
tWo companies have neighboring Wireless netWorks, the 
other companies’ access points are preferably detected as 
Rogue APs. If this classi?cation is unacceptable, the net 
Work administrators of the respective companies can share 
their AP location databases. 

[0048] Each DC 402 monitors the packets in its vicinity 
(in a nonpromiscuous mode), and for each AP 404 that it 
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detects, it sends a 4-tuple <MAC address, SSID, channel, 
RSSI> to the DS 406. Essentially, the 4-tuple uniquely 
identi?es an AP in a particular location and channel. To get 
this information, a DC 402 determines the MAC addresses 
of all APs 404 around it. 

[0049] The DC 402 can obtain the MAC address of an AP 
404 by switching to promiscuous mode and observing data 
packets (it can use the FromDS and ToDS bits in the packet 
to determine which address belongs to the AP). However, 
the same effect is preferably achieved using the following 
approach: since IEEE 802.11 requires all APs to broadcast 
beacons at regular intervals at step 408, the DC 402 listens 
for the beacons at step 410 and obtains the MAC addresses 
from the APs’ 404 beacons from all the APs that it can hear 
at step 412. It has been shown that a DC 402 not only hears 
beacons on its channel but it may also hear beacons from 
overlapping channels as well; this property increases the 
likelihood of a Rogue AP being detected. 

[0050] To ensure that a Rogue AP does not go undetected, 
even if no client is present on any channel overlapping with 
the AP, embodiments use the Active Scanning mechanism of 
the IEEE 802.11 protocol: when a client 402 (for example, 
a diagnostic client running on a wireless computer or on an 
access point) wants to ?nd out what APs 404 are nearby, the 
client 402 goes to each of the 11 channels (in 802.11b), and 
sends Probe Requests at step 414. The client 402 waits for 
Probe Responses to be sent from all APs at step 416 that hear 
those Probe Requests; from these responses, the DC obtains 
the APs’ 404 MAC addresses at step 418. Every IEEE 
802.11-compliantAP must respond to such requests; in some 
chipsets, no controls are provided to disable this function 
ality. A Busy AP Optimization is preferably used so that 
active scans in an AP’s vicinity are performed by anAP only 
when it has no client associated with it. In embodiments of 
the invention, Active Scanning is preferably performed on 
demand, for example, at the request of a network adminis 
trator as communicated through diagnostic clients and diag 
nostic access points. Alternatively, Active Scanning is per 
formed regularly on a periodic basis or according to a policy 
set by a network administrator. 

[0051] Once the client 402 has collected AP information, 
it sends the 4-tuples to the DS 406 at step 420. The DS 406 
then determines whether the AP is a rogue AP at step 422, 
described in more detail below. 

[0052] Turning to FIG. 5, when the DS receives informa 
tion for an AP from various clients at step 502, it uses DIAL 
to estimate the AP’s approximate location based on these 
clients’ locations and the AP’s RSSI values from them at 
step 504, using methods such as those described above with 
reference to FIG. 3. The DS classi?es an AP as rogue if a 
4-tuple does not correspond to a known legal AP in the DS’s 
AP location database at step 506, i.e., if the MAC address is 
not present in the database, or if the AP is not in the expected 
location at step 508, or the SSID does not correspond to the 
expected SSID(s) in the organiZation at step 510. In some 
embodiments, if anAP’s SSID corresponds to an SOS SSID, 
the DS skips further analysis since this AP may actually 
correspond to a disconnected client that is executing a 
connection setup phase of a Client Conduit protocol, as 
described in co-pending application entitled “USING A 
CONNECTED WIRELESS COMPUTER AS A CONDUIT 
FOR A DISCONNECTED WIRELESS COMPUTER” by 
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Adya, et al., ?led J an. 31, 2005 with attorney docket 231441. 
The channel information is used in a slightly different way. 
As stated above, if an AP is on a certain channel, it is 
possible to be heard on overlapping channels. Thus, an AP 
is classi?ed as rogue at step 512 only if it is reported on a 
channel that does not overlap with the one on which it is 
expected. If the channel on an AP is changed, the DAP 
preferably asks the DS to update its AP location database 
(recall that the communication between the DAP and the DS 
is authenticated; if the AP is a legacy AP, the administrator 
can update the AP location database when the AP’s channel 
is changed). 

[0053] A Rogue AP R might try to use MAC address 
spoo?ng to avoid being detected, i.e., send packets using the 
MAC address corresponding to a real AP G. However, the 
DS in embodiments of the invention still detects R since R 
will reside in a different location or channel than G (if it is 
on the same channel and location, G immediately detects it). 
Note that a Rogue AP is detected even if it does not 
broadcast the SSID in its beacons since a DC can still obtain 
the AP’s MAC address from the beacon. Such unauthorized 
APs are alternatively detected by disallowing APs that do 
not broadcast SSIDs in an enterprise LAN. 

[0054] In embodiments of the invention, an unauthoriZed 
AP may stay undetected for a short time by spoo?ng an 
existing AP X near X’s location, beacon a valid SSID in the 
organiZation, and stay on a channel on which no DC or AP 
can overhear its beacons. However, when a nearby client 
performs an active scan, the Rogue AP will be detected. To 
detect such rogue APs, a DC preferably performs such a scan 
every 5 minutes. 

[0055] Turning attention to FIG. 6, details of one embodi 
ment of an implementation are shown. The basic architec 
ture consists of the DC, DAP and DS daemons running on 
clients, access points and servers, respectively. The system 
can be implemented, for example, on the MICROSOFT 
WINDOWS operating system with standard commercial 
802.11b cards. On the DS, the daemon process accepts 
information from DAPs. The DS reads the list of legitimate 
APs from a ?le or database. The structure of the code on the 
DC or DAP preferably comprises a user-level daemon 602 
and kernel level drivers 604 and 606. These pieces are 
structured such that code is added to the kernel drivers 604 
and 606 only if the functionality cannot be achieved in the 
user-level daemon 602 or if the performance penalty is too 
high. 

[0056] There are two kernel drivers in the exemplary 
systemia miniport driver 604 and an intermediate driver 
(IM driver) 606, such as the Native WiFi driver in the 
MICROSOFT WINDOWS operating system. The miniport 
driver 604 communicates directly with the hardware and 
provides basic functionalities such as sending/receiving 
packets, setting channels, etc. It exposes suf?cient interfaces 
such that functions like association, authentication, etc. can 
be handled in the IM driver 606. The IM driver 606 supports 
a number of interfaces (exposed via ioctls) for querying 
various parameters such as the current channel, transmission 
level, power management mode, SSID, etc. In addition to 
allowing the parameters to be set, it allows the user-level 
code to request for active scans, associate with a particular 
SSID, capture packets, etc. In general, it provides a signi? 
cant amount of ?exibility and control to the user-level code. 
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[0057] Even though many operations are already present 
in the IM driver 606, embodiments of the invention used 
modi?cations to expose certain functionalities and to 
improve performance of speci?c protocols. The miniport 
driver 604 is preferably changed minimally to expose certain 
types of packets to the IM driver 606. In the IM driver 606, 
the following support is preferably added: capturing packet 
headers and packets; storing the RSSI values from received 
packets; keeping track of AP information; and kernel event 
support for protocol ef?ciency: These modi?cations are noW 
discussed in further detail. 

[0058] Capturing packet headers and packets: Embodi 
ments of the invention alloW ?lters to be set such that only 
certain packets or packet headers are captured, e.g., ?lters 
based on speci?c MAC addresses, packet types, packet 
subtypes (such as management and beacon packets), etc. 

[0059] Storing the RSSI values from received packets: 
Embodiments of the invention obtain the RSSI value of 
every received packet and maintain a table called the Neigh 
borInfo table that keeps track of the RSSI value from each 
neighbor (indexed on the MAC address). An exponentially 
Weighted average is maintained With the neW value given 
some Weighting factor of, for example, 0.25. The RSSI 
information is preferably used for estimating the location of 
disconnected clients and APs using DIAL. 

[0060] Keeping track of AP information: In the Neigh 
borInfo table, embodiments keep track of the channels on 
Which packets Were heard from a particular MAC address, 
SSID information (from beacons), and Whether the device is 
an AP or a station. This information is preferably sent to the 
DAP/DS for Rogue AP detection. 

[0061] Kernel event support for protocol efficiency: An 
event is preferably added that is shared betWeen the kernel 
and user-level code. The kernel triggers this event When an 
“interesting” event occurs; this alloWs some of the protocols 
to be interrupt-driven rather being polling based. 

[0062] Additionally, a number of ioctls are preferably 
added to get and clear the information discussed above. 

[0063] In embodiments of the invention, the diagnostics 
daemon 602 runs on a device and gathers information and 
implements various mechanisms discussed above, e.g., col 
lect MAC addresses of APs for Rogue AP detection, etc. If 
the device is an AP, it communicates diagnostic information 
With the DS and the DCs; if the device is just a DC, it 
communicates With its associated AP to convey the diag 
nostic information. The Diagnostic daemon on the DC 
obtains the current NeighborInfo table from the kernel 608 
at a periodic interval, for example every 30 seconds. If any 
neW node has been discovered or if the existing data has 
changed signi?cantly (e.g., RSSI value of a client has 
changed by more than a factor of 2), it is sent to the DAP. 
The DAP also preferably maintains a similar table indexed 
on MAC addresses. HoWever, it only sends information 
about disconnected clients and APs to the DS; otherWise, the 
DS Would end up getting updates for every client in the 
system, making it less scalable. The DAP sends neW or 
changed information about APs to the DS periodically (e.g., 
30 seconds). Furthermore, if the DAP has any pending 
information about a disconnected client D, it informs the DS 
immediately so that the disconnected can be serviced in a 
timely fashion. All messages from the DC to the DAP and 
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from DAP to the DS are preferably sent as XML messages. 
A sample message format from the DC is shoWn beloW 
(timestamps have been removed): 

[0064] As the sample message shoWs, the DC sends infor 
mation about other connected clients, APs, and disconnected 
clients. For each such class of entities, it sends the MAC 
address of a machine along With RSSI, SSID, and a channel 
bitmap Which indicates the channels on Which the particular 
device Was overheard. 

[0065] In vieW of the many possible embodiments to 
Which the principles of the present invention may be applied, 
it should be recogniZed that the embodiments described 
herein With respect to the draWing ?gures are meant to be 
illustrative only and should not be taken as limiting the 
scope of the invention. For example, those of skill in the art 
Will recogniZe that the illustrated embodiments can be 
modi?ed in arrangement and detail Without departing from 
the spirit of the invention. Although the invention is 
described in terms of softWare modules or components, 
those skilled in the art Will recogniZe that such may be 
equivalently replaced by hardWare components. Therefore, 
the invention as described herein contemplates all such 
embodiments as may come Within the scope of the folloWing 
claims and equivalents thereof. 

1.-12. (canceled) 
13. A method for identifying a rogue Wireless access point 

in an infrastructure netWork, method comprising the steps 
of: 

receiving information about a suspicious access point, the 
information collected by one or more nearby Wireless 
computing devices or access points; 

comparing the information With an access point database; 
and 

identifying the suspicious access point as rogue if the 
information is inconsistent With the access point data 
base. 

14. The method of claim 13 Wherein the information 
comprises a combination of one or more of: signal strength 
information; MAC address; SSID; and channel information. 

15. The method of claim 13 Wherein the information 
comprises a MAC address, and the MAC address is obtained 
by the one or more nearby Wireless devices by listening to 
a beacon of the suspicious access point. 
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16. The method of claim 13 wherein the information 
comprises a MAC address, and the MAC address is obtained 
by the one or more nearby Wireless devices by performing 
a method comprising the steps of: 

sending a probe request; 

receiving a probe response from the suspicious access 
point; and 

retrieving the MAC address from the probe response. 
17. The method of claim 13 Wherein the information 

comprises signal strength information, the method further 
comprising the steps of: 

estimating the location of the suspicious access point 
using the signal strength information received; and 

identifying the suspicious access point as rogue if the 
estimated location is inconsistent With the access point 
database. 
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18. The method of claim 17 Wherein estimating the 
location comprises: 

computing estimates of the locations of the nearby Wire 
less computing devices or access points; and 

using the computed estimates and received signal strength 
information to further estimate the location of the 
suspicious access point. 

19. The method of claim 13 Wherein the information 
comprises channel information, the method further compris 
ing the step of: 

identifying the suspicious access point as rogue if it 
broadcasts on a channel that does not overlap With the 
channel indicated in the access point database. 

20. The method of claim 13 further comprising the step of: 

updating the access point database With neW information 
in response to receiving an update request from an 
authenticated access point. 

* * * * * 


