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CASINO STYLE DEALER BUTTON WITH 
BUILT-IN TIMER 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is related to the provisional US. 
patent application entitled, “CASINO STYLE DEALER 
BUTTON WITH BUILT-IN TIMER”, Ser. No. 60/723,306, 
?ling date, Oct. 4, 2005, the disclosure of Which is incor 
porated herein by reference, in its entirety. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to gambling accesso 
ries and, more particularly, to casino style dealer buttons. 
The present invention is also particularly, though not exclu 
sively, useful for a dealer or players to keep track of time as 
Well as the dealer position during the course of play. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Recently, there has been a huge boom in the World 
of poker, namely Texas Hold ’Em. This is particularly due 
to the great exposure on television, and this has translated 
into millions of poker players around the World. This indus 
try is groWing very rapidly and continues to become more 
popular. Thus, the number of poker games offered in casi 
nos, available online, and in households everyWhere has also 
groWn rapidly. 

[0004] HoWever, in all of these poker games, the dealer 
and the players Will typically have a dealer button that 
rotates around the table in order to keep track of the dealer 
position for each hand. After every hand is played, the dealer 
button is rotated one position in a clockWise direction and 
continues in this manner. Keeping track of the dealer posi 
tion is a crucial function in the game of poker and is very 
relevant to the course of play as it indicates the order in 
Which players Will act. Without such a device, the game Will 
run the risk of having players act out of turn, Which Will 
affect the proper How of the game as Well as its integrity. 
Players acting out of turn can dramatically alter the players’ 
decisions and the outcome of the game. Thus, it is important 
to alWays knoW the proper order for action by each player, 
Which is indicated by the position of the dealer button. 

[0005] In the game of poker, especially in tournament 
play, keeping track of time is also a critical component. For 
example, poker tournaments usually consist of many differ 
ent rounds With each round being of a certain duration, 
Which can vary from tournament to tournament and even 

from round to round. For instance, each round may last 
anyWhere betWeen several minutes up to several hours. 
Thus, there is a need for a timer device in order to accurately 
monitor the duration of each round of the tournament and to 
signify the end of each round.. Finally, there is a need for a 
device that can be easily handled and that does not take up 
excessive space on the playing surface so that it does not 
interfere With the course of play. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] In accordance With the present invention, there is 
provided a casino style dealer button With a built-in timer 
that Will accurately monitor the time as Well as the dealer 
position during the course of play. The present invention 
includes a circular cylindrical body With an upper and loWer 
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surface and a continuous sideWall. Also, this device has a 
diameter and a thickness that are very similar to the diameter 
and thickness of a standard siZed casino style dealer button. 

[0007] Built into the body of the dealer button is a timer, 
a start/stop/on/olf button, a minute-setting button to set the 
duration, and a speaker to emit an audible beeping sound to 
signify When time has elapsed. Besides having individual 
and independent functions, the tWo buttons also serve mul 
tiple functions such that if they are pressed simultaneously, 
the preset time Will be erased and the timer can be reset. The 
tWo buttons are also oriented so that they face outWard and 
are ?ush With the continuous sideWall. The timer Will have 
an LED or LCD display that Will face upWard. The timer 
may be activated by pressing the start button, Which also 
serves as a stop button as Well in order to deactivate the 
timer. This same button also acts as the on and off sWitch for 
the device. HoWever, the amount of time to be kept during 
play can be set by the other button, Which is the minute 
setting button to set the duration. Lastly, if the ?rst button 
and the second button, Which are the start/stop/on/olf button 
and the minute-setting button, are pressed simultaneously, 
the preset time Will be erased and the timer can be reset. 

[0008] The casino style dealer button With a built-in timer 
may also include a speaker Which acts as an alarm that emits 
an audible beeping sound through a small hole formed in the 
continuous sideWall of the circular cylindrical body. Besides 
providing a visual and audio method to monitor the time, the 
casino style dealer button can also be used to keep track of 
the dealer position in order to maintain the proper order of 
play. 

[0009] The casino style dealer button With a built-in timer 
of the present invention Will accurately monitor the duration 
of each round during play While also keeping track of the 
dealer position to determine the proper order of play. The 
present invention also serves as a casino style dealer button 
that can be easily handled and that does not consume too 
much space on the playing surface so as not to interfere With 
the course of play, especially since it is a continuous and 
vital component of the game. Also, the present invention 
combines tWo poker accessories, a dealer button and a timer, 
into one device in order to be less obtrusive yet easily visible 
to all players and the dealer. The present invention also 
provides both a visual and an audio method of keeping track 
of time during the course of play. Finally, the present 
invention provides a casino style dealer button With a 
built-in timer that is fairly simple to manufacture, fairly 
simple to use, and is also relatively affordable. 

[0010] It is therefore an object of the invention to provide 
a casino style dealer button With a built-in timer that Will 
accurately monitor the duration of each round during play 
While also keeping track of the dealer position to determine 
the proper order of play. 

[0011] It is another object of the invention to provide a 
casino style dealer button that can be easily handled and that 
does not consume too much space on the playing surface so 
as not to interfere With the course of play, especially since 
it is a continuous and vital component of the game. 

[0012] It is another object of the invention to combine tWo 
poker accessories, a dealer button and a timer, into one 
device in order to be less obtrusive yet easily visible to all 
players and the dealer. 
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[0013] It is another object of the invention to provide both 
a visual and an audio method of keeping track of time during 
the course of play. 

[0014] It is another object of the invention to provide a 
casino style dealer button With a built-in timer that is fairly 
simple to manufacture, fairly simple to use, and is also 
relatively affordable. 

[0015] The foregoing, together With other features and 
advantages of the present invention, Will become more 
apparent When referring to the speci?cation, claims and 
accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0016] A complete understanding of the present invention 
may be obtained by reference to the accompanying draW 
ings, When considered in conjunction With the subsequent, 
detailed description, in Which: 

[0017] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a casino style dealer 
button With a built-in timer of the present invention; 

[0018] FIG. 2 is a top plan vieW of a casino style dealer 
button With a built-in timer of the present invention; 

[0019] FIG. 3 is a bottom plan vieW ofa casino style dealer 
button With a built-in timer of the present invention; 

[0020] FIG. 4 is a rear side plan vieW of a casino style 
dealer button With a built-in timer of the present invention; 

[0021] FIG. 5 is a front side plan vieW of a casino style 
dealer button With a built-in timer of the present invention; 

[0022] FIG. 6 is a perspective vieW of a ?rst alternative 
embodiment of the casino style dealer button With a built-in 
timer of the present invention; and 

[0023] FIG. 7 is a perspective vieW of a second alternative 
embodiment of the casino style dealer button With a built-in 
timer of the present invention. 

[0024] For purposes of clarity and brevity, like elements 
and components Will bear the same designations and num 
bering throughout the Figures. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0025] Initially referring to FIG. 1, the casino style dealer 
button With a built-in timer is depicted and generally des 
ignated 10. FIGS. 1 through 5 shoW that the casino style 
dealer button With a built-in timer 10 includes a circular 
cylindrical body 12 With an upper surface 14, a loWer 
surface 16, and a continuous side Wall 18. The casino style 
dealer button With a built-in timer 10 has a 45 mm to 55 mm 
diameter and 4 mm to 8 mm height. 

[0026] Incorporated into the circular cylindrical body 12 
of the casino style dealer button With a built-in timer 10 is 
a timer 24. In a preferred embodiment, the timer 24 may be 
?ush With the upper surface 14 of the circular cylindrical 
body 12, and it may be a standard count-up timer With a light 
emitting diode (LED) or a liquid crystal diode (LCD) 
display. It can be appreciated that the timer 24 may be a 
count-doWn timer starting at ?fteen minutes (15 min.), 
tWenty minutes (20 min), thirty minutes (30 min), sixty 
minutes (60 min), or any other start time chosen by the user. 
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It can also be appreciated that the timer 24 may count up to 
variable Wait times, such as ?fteen, tWenty, thirty, and sixty 
minutes. 

[0027] Also incorporated into the circular cylindrical body 
12 is a minute-setting button 20 and a start/stop/on/olf 
button 22. These buttons 20 and 22 may each be ?ush With 
the continuous side Wall 18 of the casino style dealer button 
With a built-in timer 10. In a preferred embodiment, the 
minute-setting button 20 may set the duration of time in 
minutes, the start/stop/on/olf button 22 may activate the 
timer 24 and may also deactivate the timer 24. This star‘t/ 
stop/on/olf button 22 may also act as the on and off sWitch 
for the timer 24. Lastly, if the tWo buttons, Which are the 
minute-setting button 20 and the star‘t/stop/on/olf button 22, 
are pressed simultaneously, the preset time Will be erased 
and the timer 24 can be reset to Zero. It can be appreciated 
that if the timer 24 is a count doWn timer, pressing star‘t/ 
stop/on/olf button 22 after the time has expired Will return 
the timer 24 to the chosen upper time, eg ?fteen minutes 
(1 5 min.), tWenty minutes (20 min), thirty minutes (30 min), 
sixty minutes (60 min), etc. 

[0028] The continuous side Wall 18 the casino style dealer 
button With a built-in timer 10 may also be formed With a 
speaker hole 26 through Which an audible beeping sound 
may be transmitted by a speaker (not shoWn) incorporated 
into the circular cylindrical body 12. The speaker (not 
shoWn) may beep When the target time has elapsed. It can 
also be appreciated that besides providing a visual and audio 
method to monitor the time, the casino style dealer button 
With a built-in timer 10 can also be used to keep track of the 
dealer position in order to maintain the proper order of play. 

[0029] The preferred embodiment, the casino style dealer 
button With a built-in timer 10 may be manufactured from 
the same material as standard casino style dealer buttons, 
e.g., plastic, but it can be appreciated that any material Well 
knoWn in the art With similar characteristics may be used. 
Moreover, in a preferred embodiment, the diameter 30 
and/or height 36 of the casino style dealer button With a 
built-in timer 10 may be the same as the dimensions of a 
standard siZed casino style dealer button. 

[0030] On the upper surface 14, the dealer label 28 
(DEALER) may identify the device as a casino style dealer 
button. Also, the dealer label 28 is debossed. 

[0031] A standard siZed casino style dealer button is 
typically forty-?ve to ?fty-?ve millimeters (45-55 mm) in 
diameter 30 and four to eight millimeters (4-8 mm) in height 
36. 

[0032] The upper surface 14 and/or the loWer surface 16 of 
the circular cylindrical body 12 may be emblaZoned With the 
logo of any entity. 

[0033] Referring to FIG. 3, incorporated into the loWer 
surface 16 of the casino style dealer button With a built-in 
timer 10 is a battery cover 34 Which may be ?ush With the 
loWer surface 16 and secures the battery 32 Within the casino 
style dealer button With a built-in timer 10. The battery 32 
provides poWer to the casino style dealer button With a 
built-in timer 10. 

Description of the First Alternative Embodiment 

[0034] Referring noW to FIG. 6, a ?rst alternative embodi 
ment of the casino style dealer button With a built-in timer 
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10 is depicted and designated 110. FIG. 6 shows that this 
embodiment of the casino style dealer button With a built-in 
timer 10 includes three buttons 112, 114, 116 Which collec 
tively account for the start, stop, on, o?‘, reset, and minute 
setting functions and Which are incorporated into the circular 
cylindrical body 12. These three buttons 112, 114, 116 may 
each be ?ush With the continuous side Wall 18 of the casino 
style dealer button With a built-in timer 10. 

Description of the Second Alternative Embodiment 

[0035] Referring noW to FIG. 7, a second alternative 
embodiment of the casino style dealer button With a built-in 
timer 10 is depicted and designated 120. FIG. 7 shoWs that 
this embodiment of the casino style dealer button With a 
built-in timer 10 includes a light 122 that may be ?ush With 
the upper surface 14. The light 122 turns on as a visual signal 
that the target time has elapsed. 

[0036] Since other modi?cations and changes varied to ?t 
particular operating requirements and environments Will be 
apparent to those skilled in the art, the invention is not 
considered limited to the example chosen for purposes of 
disclosure, and covers all changes and modi?cations Which 
do not constitute departures from the true spirit and scope of 
this invention. 

[0037] Having thus described the invention, What is 
desired to be protected by Letters Patent is presented in the 
subsequently appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A casino style dealer button With built-in timer for 

keeping time, the dealer button comprising: 

an upper surface; 

a loWer surface; 

a side Wall betWeen the upper surface and loWer surface; 

a timer in the upper surface; 

a battery cover in the loWer surface 

a left button in the side Wall betWeen the upper surface 
and loWer surface; 

a right button in the side Wall betWeen the upper surface 
and loWer surface; 

a speaker hole in the opposite side Wall betWeen the upper 
surface and loWer surface; 

the dealer button timer provides a means for accurately 
monitoring the duration of each round during play 
While also keeping track of the players position to 
determine the proper order of play. The player can enter 
the duration of time by pressing the left button. Then by 
pressing the right button, the timer Will begin counting 
doWn to the preset time the player entered. The dealer 
button timer Will automatically reset to the previsously 
set time the player entered at the end of every count 
doWn. To pause the dealer button timer during the 
duration of play, the player must press the right button. 
To reset the dealer button timer to Zero again, the player 
must press both the left button and the right button 
simultaneously. The player can also manually shut off 
the timer by holding the right button doWn for ?ve 
seconds. 
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2. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said means for accurately 
monitoring the duration of each round during play While also 
keeping track of the dealer position to determine the proper 
order of play comprises a circular, cylindrical casino style 
dealer button With built-in timer. 

3. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said means for providing 
shape and structure of a standard casino dealer button 
comprises a circular, cylindrical body. 

4. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said means for providing 
shape and structure of a standard casino dealer button 
comprises a smooth, circular upper surface. 

5. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said means for providing 
shape and structure of a standard casino dealer button 
comprises a smooth, circular loWer surface. 

6. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said means for providing 
shape and structure of a standard casino dealer button 
comprises a smooth, cylindrical continuous side Wall. 

7. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said means for setting the 
duration of time, comprises a ?ush With side Wall, smooth, 
semi-circular minute-setting button. If pressed simulta 
neously With the start/stop/on/olf button, the preset time Will 
be erased and the timer can be reset. 

8. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said means for starting 
and stopping the timing function and for turning the device 
on and off, comprises a ?ush With side Wall, smooth, 
semi-circular start/stop/on/olf button. If pressed simulta 
neously With the minute-setting button, the preset time Will 
be erased and the timer can be reset. 

9. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said means for displaying 
the time comprises a liquid crystal diode (lcd) display, 
slightly recessed from upper surface, rectangular timer. 

10. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said means for providing 
an opening through Which a sound, such as a beep, can be 
transmitted, comprises a small opening that may be located 
on the side Wall or may be located on the upper surface. 

11. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said means for identifying 
the device as a casino style dealer button comprises a 
debossed lettering dealer label. 

12. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said diameter is approxi 
mately forty-?ve to ?fty-?ve millimeters (45-55 mm). 

13. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said means for providing 
poWer to the device comprises a circular, cylindrical battery. 

14. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said means for securing 
the battery Within the device comprises a battery cover that 
is smooth and ?ush With the loWer surface. 

15. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said height is approxi 
mately four to eight millimeters (4-8 mm). 

16. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said means for accurately 
monitoring the duration of each round during play While also 
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keeping track of the dealer position to determine the proper 
order of play, comprises a circular, cylindrical ?rst alterna 
tive embodiment. 

17. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said means for setting the 
duration of time comprises a ?ush With side Wall, smooth, 
semi-circular ?rst alternative minute-setting button. 

18. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said means for erasing the 
preset time and resetting time comprises a ?ush With side 
Wall, smooth, semi-circular reset button. 

19. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said means for starting 
and stopping the timing function and for turning the device 
on and off comprises a ?ush With side Wall, smooth, semi 
circular ?rst alternative start/stop/on/olf button. 

20. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said means for accurately 
monitoring the duration of each round during play While also 
keeping track of the dealer position to determine the proper 
order of play, comprises a circular, cylindrical second alter 
native embodiment. 

21. The casino style dealer button With built-in timer in 
accordance With claim 1, Wherein said means for provides a 
visual signal such as a light comprises a light emitting diode 
(LED) light. 

22. A casino style dealer button With built-in timer for 
keeping time during play While also combining tWo poker 
accessories, the dealer button and a timer into one device, 
comprising: 

a circular, cylindrical casino style dealer button With 
built-in timer, for accurately monitoring the duration of 
each round during play While also keeping track of the 
dealer position to determine the proper order of play; 

a circular, cylindrical circular cylindrical body, for pro 
viding shape and structure of a standard casino dealer 
button; 

a smooth, circular upper surface, for providing shape and 
structure of a standard casino dealer button; 

a smooth, circular loWer surface, for providing shape and 
structure of a standard casino dealer button; 

a smooth, cylindrical continuous sideWall, for providing 
shape and structure of a standard casino dealer button; 

a ?ush With side Wall, smooth, semi-circular minute 
setting button, for setting the duration of time. if 
pressed simultaneously With the start/stop/on/off but 
ton, the preset time Will be erased and the timer can be 
reset; 

a ?ush With side Wall, smooth, semi-circular start/stop/ 
on/olf button, for starting and stopping the timing 
function and for turning the device on and o?‘. if 
pressed simultaneously With the minute-setting button, 
the preset time Will be erased and the timer can be reset; 

a liquid crystal diode (lcd) display, slightly recessed from 
upper surface, rectangular timer, for displaying the 
time; 

a small opening, may be located on the side Wall, may be 
located on the upper surface speaker hole, for providing 
an opening through Which a sound, such as a beep, can 
be transmitted; 
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a debossed lettering dealer label, for identifying the 
device as a casino style dealer button; 

a 45 mm to 55 mm diameter; 

a circular, cylindrical battery, for providing poWer to the 
device; 

a ?ush With loWer surface, smooth battery cover, for 
securing the battery Within the device; 

a 4 mm to 8 mm height, for <purpose>; 

a circular, cylindrical ?rst alternative embodiment, for 
accurately monitoring the duration of each round dur 
ing play While also keeping track of the dealer position 
to determine the proper order of play; 

a ?ush With side Wall, smooth, semi-circular ?rst alter 
native minute-setting button, for setting the duration of 
time; 

a ?ush With side Wall, smooth, semi-circular reset button, 
for erasing the preset time and resetting time; 

a ?ush With side Wall, smooth, semi-circular ?rst alter 
native start/stop/on/olf button, for starting and stopping 
the timing function and for turning the device on and 
off; 

a circular, cylindrical second alternative embodiment, for 
accurately monitoring the duration of each round dur 
ing play While also keeping track of the dealer position 
to determine the proper order of play; and 

a light emitting diode (LED) light, for provides a visual 
signal such as a light. 

23. A casino style dealer button With built-in timer for 
keeping time during play While also combining tWo poker 
accessories, the dealer button and a timer into one device, 
comprising: 

a circular, cylindrical casino style dealer button With 
built-in timer, for accurately monitoring the duration of 
each round during play While also keeping track of the 
dealer position to determine the proper order of play; 

a circular, cylindrical circular cylindrical body, for pro 
viding shape and structure of a standard casino dealer 
button; 

a smooth, circular upper surface, for providing shape and 
structure of a standard casino dealer button; 

a smooth, circular loWer surface, for providing shape and 
structure of a standard casino dealer button; 

a smooth, cylindrical continuous sideWall, for providing 
shape and structure of a standard casino dealer button; 

a ?ush With side Wall, smooth, semi-circular minute 
setting button, for setting the duration of time. if 
pressed simultaneously With the start/stop/on/olf but 
ton, the preset time Will be erased and the timer can be 
reset; 

a ?ush With side Wall, smooth, semi-circular start/stop/ 
on/olf button, for starting and stopping the timing 
function and for turning the device on and o?‘. if 
pressed simultaneously With the minute-setting button, 
the preset time Will be erased and the timer can be reset; 
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a liquid crystal diode (lcd) display, slightly recessed from 
upper surface, rectangular timer, for displaying the 
time; 

a small opening, may be located on the side Wall, may be 
located on the upper surface speaker hole, for providing 
an opening through Which a sound, such as a beep, can 
be transmitted; 

a debossed lettering dealer label, for identifying the 
device as a casino style dealer button; 

a 45 mm to 55 mm diameter; 

a circular, cylindrical battery, for providing poWer to the 
device; 

a ?ush With loWer surface, smooth battery cover, for 
securing the battery Within the device; 

a 4 mm to 8 mm height, for <purpose>; 

a circular, cylindrical ?rst alternative embodiment, for 
accurately monitoring the duration of each round dur 
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ing play While also keeping track of the dealer position 
to determine the proper order of play; 

a ?ush With side Wall, smooth, semi-circular ?rst alter 
native minute-setting button, for setting the duration of 
time; 

a ?ush With side Wall, smooth, semi-circular reset button, 
for erasing the preset time and resetting time; 

a ?ush With side Wall, smooth, semi-circular ?rst alter 
native start/stop/on/olf button, for starting and stopping 
the timing function and for turning the device on and 
off; 

a circular, cylindrical second alternative embodiment, for 
accurately monitoring the duration of each round dur 
ing play While also keeping track of the dealer position 
to determine the proper order of play; and 

a light emitting diode (LED) light, for provides a visual 
signal such as a light. 

* * * * * 


