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FOLDABLE TABLE WITH WASTE RECEPTACLES 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a continuation-in-part of my 
co-pending application Ser. No. 10/ 802,376 ?led on Mar. 17, 
2004, entitled “Table With Waste Receptacle,” the full dis 
closure of Which is incorporated by reference herein, and 
priority of Which is hereby claimed. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to tables, and more 
particularly to a portable, foldable table, Which provides 
users With an easy access to a Waste disposal receptacle. 

[0003] Dining and picnic tables are usually con?gured 
With a homogenous top surface made of rigid material, such 
as Wood, plastic and the like. The portable category tables 
usually have foldable or detachable legs that alloW trans 
portation of the table to a picnic site, beach or other 
temporary dining area. 

[0004] In many areas Where seafood is abundant, residents 
and tourists consume large amounts of shell seafood, such as 
small crustaceans, oysters, mollusks and the like. It is not 
uncommon to see a doZen pounds of craW?sh or oysters to 
be consumed at one sitting. Natural consequence of the food 
consumption is the creation of large amounts of Waste in the 
form of shells, broken crab legs, and the like. The Waste 
accumulates on the table surface making it uncomfortable 
for the diners to continue bringing more food to the table. 

[0005] There exists, therefore, a need for a table that could 
be easily be transported to a picnic site, or other temporary 
location, unfolded and set up easily and time-efficiently. The 
foldable table has a number of receptacles for receiving 
Waste, such as napkins, shells, skins and the like. The Waste 
can then be disposed in a sanitary and expeditious manner 
Without throWing the Waste on the ground. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to 
provide a table that can be used for dining at a variety of 
locations, both formal and informal. 

[0007] It is another object of the present invention to 
provide a dining table that can be easily transported to a 
desired location and set up in an easy and expeditious 
manner. 

[0008] It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide a dining table With one or more Waste receptacle to 
alloW continuous cleaning and removal of the Waste from 
the table surface. 

[0009] These and other objects of the present invention are 
achieved through a provision of a table having a table top 
supported by one or more detachable supporting legs. The 
legs may be adjusted in length by modular segments. The 
table top is provided With one or more openings, Within 
Which a Waste receptacle is removably suspended. The Waste 
receptacle is made of mesh material and forms a bag, Which 
may be lined With a liquid impermeable bag to retain any 
Waste liquid Within the Waste receptacle. 

Mar. 15, 2007 

[0010] The table top may be formed as a foldable top, 
Which folds along a center line With the help of hinges. The 
table top may be equipped With one or more handles and a 
strap for easy transportation. When the table top is in a 
folded position, the detachable legs can be stored betWeen 
facing surfaces of the foldable table top halves and retain 
therein by a securing means, such as a mesh holder. 

[0011] Each opening of the table top is provided With a 
removable cover, Which When installed over the opening, 
extends ?ush With the table top upper surface. As a result, 
the table may be used as a conventional table or as a table 

With Waste receptacle for retaining napkins, shells, broken 
crab legs and other such Waste. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0012] Reference Will noW be made to the draWings, 
Wherein like parts are designated by like numerals, and 
Wherein 

[0013] FIG. 1 is a perspective, partially exploded vieW of 
the foldable table apparatus in accordance With the present 
invention, With the leg ends cut off for clarity. 

[0014] FIG. 2 is a plan vieW ofthe table top of the present 
invention With the opening covers removed. 

[0015] FIG. 3 is a detail vieW shoWing an opening in the 
table top With receptacle securing members. 

[0016] FIG. 4 is a perspective vieW of the foldable table of 
the present invention shoWing the detachable legs stored 
inside the table top frame. 

[0017] FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional vieW of the table top. 

[0018] FIG. 6 is a detail vieW of a hinge for use With the 
table apparatus of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0019] Turning noW to the draWings in more detail, 
numeral 10 designates the table apparatus in accordance 
With the present invention. As can be seen in the draWings, 
the table 10 comprises a table top 12 supported by a plurality 
of detachable upright legs 14. The tabletop 12 has an upper 
surface 16 and a bottom surface 18. At least one opening 20a 
is formed through the tabletop 12 extending from the top 
surface 16 to the bottom surface 18. In the embodiment 
shoWn in FIGS. 1-6, the table top 12 is provided With ?ve 
openings: a central opening 20a, and four peripheral open 
ings 20b, 20c, 20d, and 20e. The opening 20a is formed in 
the center of the table top and extends into tWo halves 12a 
and 12b of the foldable table top 12. The openings 20c and 
20e are similarly formed of tWo parts extending into the tWo 
table halves 12a and 12b. 

[0020] Each opening 20a-20e is delimited by a doWn 
Wardly extending frame member 22a-22e, respectively. 
Each frame 20a-20e extends at a right angle to the upper 
table surface 16 and the bottom table top surface 18. The 
frames 2211, 22c and 22e are comprises of separate sym 
metrical parts, as can be seen in FIG. 4. Although the 
openings 20a-20e are shoWn to have a rectangular con?gu 
ration, it is envisioned that other con?gurations can be used, 
such as circular, triangular, etc., depending on the design 
choice. 
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[0021] A peripheral lip 24 extends about the periphery of 
the table top 12. The lip 24 extends downwardly from the 
upper surface 16 at a right angle to the upper surface 16 and 
the bottom surface 18. A cavity 26 is formed between the lip 
24 and the bottom surface 18. The cavity 26 houses the 
detached legs 14 and other accessories of the table apparatus 
10, as Will be explained in more detail hereinafter. 

[0022] Each of the openings 20a-20e is selectively closed 
With removable covers 28a-28e, respectively. Each of the 
covers 28a-28e is adapted to cover the respective opening 
20a-20e When the Waste receptacles are not in use. The 
covers 28a-28e rest on peripheral shoulders 30a-30e de?ned 
by the frame members 22a-22e. The shoulders 22a-22e are 
slightly recessed from the upper surface 16 to accommodate 
the covers 28a-28e. When the covers 28a-28e are in place, 
covering the openings 20a-20e, top surfaces 32a-32e of the 
covers 28a-28e extend in a generally co-planar relationship 
to the top surface 16 of the table top 12 and appear ?ush With 
the upper surface 16 of the table top 12, While resting on the 
shoulders 22a-22e. The covers 28a-28e may be provided 
With locking latches, if desired to retain the covers in a 
position enclosing the openings 20a-20e. 

[0023] When the covers 30 are ?tted into the tabletop 12, 
the table 10 can be used as a regular table, covered With a 
table cloth or left uncovered and used for dining, as a Work 
surface, or for any other desired activity. When the covers 
28a-28e are removed, the openings 20a-20e are uncovered, 
alloWing access to Waste receptacles secured to the table top 
12. 

[0024] The tabletop 12 may be formed as a unitary top, or 
a foldable table top shoWn in the draWings. When the 
foldable tabletop 12 is used, the tWo portions 12a and 12b 
of the tabletop 12 fold along a fold line 40. A pair of hinges 
42 are secured to the bottom surface 18 betWeen the table top 
halves 12a and 12b ((FIG. 4). 

[0025] Fitted in the comers of the bottom surface 18 are 
leg-receiving ?xtures 44, each of Which is provided With an 
externally threaded pin 46. Each of the legs 14 is provided 
With an internally threaded opening in one of its ends (not 
shoWn), Which engage With the pins 46 When the table is set 
up for use. When not in use, the legs 14 are stored in the 
cavity 26, as shoWn in FIG. 4. Aprotective net 50 is secured 
to the bottom surface 18 to facilitate retaining of the legs in 
a stored position. The net 50 may be formed from a 
stretchable resilient material, if desired, to help position the 
legs 14 in the stored position. 

[0026] The covers 28a-28e can be stored in the cavity 26 
as shoWn in FIG. 4. The larger cover 28a can be placed on 
the bottom surface 18 and secured With pivotal hooks 52 
attached to the bottom surface 18. The covers 28b-28e can 
be staked on top of the cover 28a and either secured together 
With a resilient band (not shoWn) or prevented from shifting 
by the hooks 52. Depending on the design of the covers 28, 
the thickness of the covers 28 may be selected to be 
substantially equal to or slightly less that the height of the 
peripheral lip 24, so as to prevent the covers from falling out 
of the cavity 26 When the table 10 is in its folded position. 

[0027] The inner surfaces of the frame members 22a-22e 
are provided With a plurality of suspension members 54, 
Which can be shaped as hooks. Depending on the siZe of the 
opening, the number of hooks can be increased With the 
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increased siZe of the opening 20. For instance, if the opening 
20 is about 6 inches by 6 inches, it is envisioned that eight 
hooks 54 are sufficient for retaining the Waste receptacle 
Within the opening 20. If the opening 20 is formed as a 12 
by 12 inch opening, it is envisioned that three or four hooks 
54 for each side of the opening 22 are suf?cient for retaining 
the Waste receptacle Within the opening. A Waste receptacle 
member 56 is suspended Within the opening 20 With the help 
of the suspension member 54. The Waste receptacle mem 
bers 56 can be formed from netting material, such as nylon 
netting, cotton netting, polyester netting and the like. 

[0028] Each Waste receptacle member 56 is formed as a 
mesh bag, Which may be provided With reinforcement rings 
(not shoWn) in the upper open part thereof to facilitate 
suspending of the Waste receptacle members 56 from the 
suspension members 54. As can be seen in FIG. 1, the bags 
56 extend beloW the bottom surface 18 of the countertop 12 
and provide ready containers for receiving shells, broken 
claWs, and other Waste generated by the dining company 
using the table 10. 

[0029] When necessary, a liquid impermeable ?exible 
liner (not shoWn) can be inserted Within the Waste receptacle 
members 56 to prevent liquids from the Waste shells from 
reaching the ?oor or the ground. The Waste bags may be 
collected after the meal and disposed in a conventional 
manner. After the receptacles 56 become full or at other 
times during the meal, the receptacles 56 can be emptied by 
simply pulling up the bags 56 With the associated liner and 
emptying the Waste into a conventional garbage disposal can 
or trash bag. During transportation of the table apparatus 10 
to the site of its intended use, the mesh Waste receptacles 56 
may be stored in the cavity 26, as shoWn in FIG. 4. 

[0030] If desired, the height of the tabletop 12 from the 
base surface of the ?oor or ground can the adjusted by the 
modular legs 14. Each leg 14 has a top part provided With 
an internally threaded upper end Which engages With the 
threaded pin 46 and a loWer end, Which rests on the ground. 
The legs 14 may be formed as telescopically extendable legs 
to alloW adjustment of the table top height. 

[0031] Of course, the shape of the tabletop 12 and the 
number of legs 14 for each table 10 can differ, depending on 
the design of the table. The tabletop 12 may be made round 
or triangular, depending on the design of choice, and the 
number of openings 20 can range from one and more. In 
some cases, it may be preferred to have one central opening 
20 in the table top 12, especially if the table has a small siZe, 
alloWing a small number of people to sit around the table and 
use the same Waste receptacle. A large siZe table suitable for 
accommodating a greater number of people may be provided 
With ?ve openings 20, similarly to the embodiment shoWn in 
FIGS. 1, 2, and 4. Alternatively, the tabletop 12 may be 
con?gured With only peripheral openings Without the central 
opening. 
[0032] If desired, a reinforcement border (not shoWn) can 
be made above the periphery of the tabletop 12 to further 
enhance structural integrity of the table. It is envisioned that 
for a table having a siZe of about three feet per one side, the 
openings 20b-20e can be made six inches Wide, and the 
central opening 2011 can be made 12 inches in siZe. Of course 
the dimensions of the openings will differ depending on the 
overall siZe and scale of the table. The height of the table can 
be adjusted anyWhere between 18 inches to 30 inches or 
greater as desired by a particular manufacturer. 
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[0033] To facilitate transportation of the table 10 to the 
desired location, one or more handles 60 may be attached to 
the peripheral lip 24. A ?exible strap 62 may be also secured 
to the peripheral lip 24 should a user Wish to carry the table 
10 on the shoulder. The table 10 may be used in a restaurant 
or less formal setting, With a non-foldable embodiment of 
the tabletop 12 perhaps being more desirable for a restaurant 
setting. A portable version With a foldable tabletop 12 is 
envisioned for use in less formal settings, such as picnics, 
beaches, parks, etc. When the table 10 is used for meals that 
do not involve disposal of large amounts of shells, crab legs 
and the like, it is envisioned that covers 28 can be used to 
form a uniform, uninterrupted planar surface. In such cases, 
the Waste receptacles 56 Would not be used and the tabletop 
12 may be covered With a tablecloth to conceal the covers 
and the openings. 

[0034] Many other changes and modi?cations may be 
made in the design of the present invention Without depart 
ing from the spirit thereof. We, therefore, pray that our rights 
to the present invention be limited only by the scope of the 
appended claims. 

We claim: 
1. A table positionable on a base surface, comprising: 

a tabletop provided With at least one opening, said table 
top having an upper surface, a bottom surface and a 
peripheral lip extending doWnWardly from the upper 
surface, a space betWeen the bottom surface and the 
peripheral lip de?ning a storage cavity; 

a Waste receptacle detachably securable Within said at lest 
one opening, 

at least one cover for selectively covering said at least one 
opening; 

a frame member secured to the bottom surface and 
extending about at least a part of periphery of said at 
least one opening; and 

at least one support leg detachably securable to the table 
top for supporting said table top at a pre-determined 
height above the base surface. 

2. The table of claim 1, Wherein said table top is com 
prised of foldable portions hingedly connected to each other 
along a center line of the tabletop. 

3. The table of claim 2, Wherein the storage cavity is 
con?gured and siZed for retaining the said at least one 
support leg When the table top is in a folded position. 

4. The table of claim 3, Wherein a leg retaining member 
is secured to the bottom surface of the table fop, said leg 
retaining member alloWing said at least one leg to be 
temporarily retained Within the storage cavity. 

5. The table of claim 2, Wherein said storage cavity is 
con?gured and siZed for retaining said at least one cover 
When the table top is in a folded position. 

6. The table top of claim 5, further comprising a securing 
means attached to the bottom surface of the table top for 
detachably securing said at least one cover When the table 
top is in a folded position. 

7. The table of claim 1, Wherein said at least one opening 
has an upWardly facing shoulder formed about the periphery 
of said at least one opening, and Wherein said at least one 
opening is con?gured and siZed to rest on said shoulder in 
a selectively covering relationship over said at least one 
opening. 
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8. The table of claim 1, Wherein a plurality of Waste 
receptacle engaging members is secured to the frame mem 
ber and extend Within said at least one opening. 

9. The table of claim 8, Wherein said Waste receptacle 
comprises a mesh bag having an upper edge adapted for 
suspending on said Waste receptacle engaging members. 

10. The table of claim 8, Wherein said Waste receptacle 
engaging members comprise hook-shaped members With 
hook portions extending inWardly into said at least one 
opening. 

11. The table of claim 1, Wherein said table top is provided 
With a plurality of openings, and Wherein a Waste receptacle 
is detachably secured Within each of said openings. 

12. The table of claim 1, Wherein said table top is 
provided With a leg securing member having an externally 
threaded pin, Wherein one end of the supporting leg is 
provided With an internally threaded bore adapted for 
threadable engagement With said pin. 

13. The table of claim 1, further comprising a carrying 
means, said carrying means comprising at least one handle 
secured to the peripheral lip. 

14. The table of claim 13, Wherein said carrying means 
further comprises a shoulder strap secured to the peripheral 
lip. 

15. A table positionable on a base surface, comprising: 

a foldable tabletop provided With a plurality of openings, 
said tabletop having an upper surface, a bottom surface 
and a peripheral lip extending doWnWardly from the 
upper surface, a space betWeen the bottom surface and 
the peripheral lip de?ning a storage cavity; 

a plurality of Waste receptacles, each Waste receptacle 
detachably securable Within a corresponding opening, 

a plurality of covers, each cover being siZed and shaped 
for selectively covering a corresponding opening; 

a plurality of frame members secured to the bottom 
surface and extending doWnWardly from the bottom 
surface, each frame member extending about at least a 
part of periphery of a corresponding opening; 

a plurality of supporting legs detachably securable to the 
table top for supporting said table top at a pre-deter 
mined height above the base surface; and 

a carrying means to facilitate transportation of the table to 
a desired location. 

16. The table of claim 15, Wherein each of said covers has 
an upper surface, Which extends ?ush in a co-planar rela 
tionship to the upper surface of the table top When each of 
said covers is engaged to cover the corresponding opening. 

17. The table of claim 15, Wherein an upWardly facing 
shoulder is formed in said table top Within each of said 
openings, and Wherein each of said covers is con?gured to 
rest on a corresponding shoulder When said cover is engaged 
to cover the corresponding opening. 

18. The table of claim 15, Wherein a plurality of suspend 
ing members is secured Within each of said openings, and 
Wherein said Waste receptacles are adapted for suspending 
on said suspending members. 

19. The table of claim 18, Wherein said suspending 
members comprise hook-shaped members With hook por 
tions extending inWardly into a corresponding opening. 

20. The table of claim 15, Wherein said table top is 
provided With a plurality of leg securing members, each of 
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said leg securing members having an externally threaded 
pin, Wherein one end of the supporting leg is provided With 
an internally threaded bore adapted for threadable engage 
ment With said pin. 

21. The table of claim 15, Wherein the storage cavity is 
con?gured and siZed for retaining the supporting legs When 
the table top is in a folded position. 

22. The table of claim 21, Wherein a ?exible retaining 
member is secured to the bottom surface of the table top for 
temporarily retaining said supporting legs Within the storage 
cavity. 
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23. The table of claim 15, Wherein said storage cavity is 
con?gured and siZed for retaining said a covers When the 
table top is in a folded position. 

24. The table top of claim 23, further comprising a 
securing means attached to the bottom surface of the table 
top for detachably securing at least one cover When the table 
top is in a folded position. 

25. The table top of claim 15, Wherein said storage cavity 
of con?gured and siZed for retaining said Waste receptacles 
When the table top is in a folded position. 

* * * * * 


