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(57) ABSTRACT 

The present invention is generally comprised of an appliance 
that may assist in retrieving golf balls and golf clubs from a 

I. .................................. -_ 

5A 

playing surface, as Well as retrieving and holding one or 
more golf ball markers. The appliance may also be used to 
hold the handle of a golf club aWay from the playing surface 
When the golf club is laid upon the surface. In some 
embodiments, the appliance is generally comprised of a ?rst 
golf club having a magnet disposed approximately at the end 
of its handle. A second golf club may be retrieved from the 
playing surface using the handle of the ?rst golf club, Which 
is magnetically attracted to a portion of the second golf club. 
In other embodiments, the appliance further comprises at 
least one golf ball marker or a golf ball retriever or both, 
Which may be removably attached to the end of the handle 
of the ?rst golf club by magnetic attraction. In other embodi 
ments, the appliance is comprised of a sleeve member that 
may be placed over and removably attached to the end of the 
handle of a ?rst golf club. In these embodiments, the sleeve 
member has a magnet disposed therein and may be used to 
retrieve a second golf club from the playing surface. In other 
embodiments, at least one golf ball marker or a golf ball 
retriever or both may be removably attached to the end of the 
sleeve member by magnetic attraction. The present inven 
tion also includes methods of using the appliance. 
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MULTI-FUNCTION MAGNETIC GOLF 
APPLIANCE 

BACKGROUND 

[0001] The present invention generally relates to an appli 
ance that may be used to assist a golfer in playing a game of 
golf. More speci?cally, in some embodiments, the present 
invention generally relates to an appliance that may assist 
the golfer in retrieving golf balls and golf clubs from a 
playing surface, as Well as holding and retrieving one or 
more golf ball markers. In other embodiments, the appliance 
may assist the golfer in keeping the handle of a golf club dry 
When the golf club is laid upon the playing surface. In 
addition, the present invention includes methods for using 
the appliance. 

[0002] In playing the game of golf, it is sometimes nec 
essary for the golfer to retrieve a golf ball from the playing 
surface (Which may also include a putting cup). This may be 
accomplished by the golfer bending over, grasping the ball 
With his or her hand, and then raising it from the surface. 
This bending can cause discomfort and pain for the golfer in 
certain circumstances. For example, the bending may give 
rise to discomfort or pain in a portion of the back or shoulder 
of the golfer Who has suffered a previous injury to his or her 
back or shoulder, respectively. In addition, elderly persons 
may have difficulty in bending over in the manner required. 
Bending over may also cause fatigue due to the additional 
muscle activity required. It can also become a tedious task 
for the golfer in later stages of the golf game. In addition, it 
is sometimes necessary for the golfer to place a ball marker 
on the playing surface at the location of the ball When the 
ball is retrieved from the surface. Later, it is necessary for 
the golfer to retrieve the ball marker and restore the golf ball 
to its original location on the playing surface. Even though 
the ball marker is often retrieved from the surface during the 
same bending motion that alloWs the golfer to place the golf 
ball on the surface, the additional action of retrieving the ball 
marker from the surface typically causes the golfer to bend 
further than he or she Would have to in order to place the ball 
alone. In addition, the length of time that the golfer is in the 
bent-over position typically increases With the retrieval of 
the ball marker. In some cases, a separate bending action 
may be necessary to retrieve the ball marker. In these cases, 
additional bending is required, Which may accentuate any 
pain, discomfort and tediousness produced during the golf 
game. Further, it is necessary to hold the ball markers in a 
convenient position While not in use so that they are readily 
available When needed. This position should also be one 
Where the ball markers are not easily misplaced or otherWise 
lost. Further still, it is sometimes necessary for the golfer to 
place one or more golf clubs on the playing surface While 
using another golf club to hit the golf ball. For example, the 
golfer may carry an iron and a putter to a location close to 
the green Where a golf ball is positioned, drop the putter to 
the playing surface, use the iron to hit the ball onto the green, 
retrieve the putter from the playing surface, move to the neW 
location of the ball on the green, drop the iron to the playing 
surface, use the putter to hit the ball, and then retrieve the 
iron from the playing surface. Once again, the constant 
necessity to bend over in order to retrieve golf clubs may 
produce the adverse effects described above. In addition, the 
handle of the golf club laid on the playing surface may 
become Wet if the playing surface is Wet. 
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[0003] There are devices existing in the art that attempt to 
address some of these problems. For example, some devices 
use scoops, clips or brackets to retrieve a golf ball. These 
devices, hoWever, are often removably attached to a golf 
club using means that are someWhat inconvenient or cum 
bersome. In addition, the structure of the scoop, clip or 
bracket often does not enable the golfer to easily retrieve the 
ball from the playing surface. For example, the golfer may 
be required to “chase” the ball about the surface With the 
device in order to grasp the ball so it may be retrieved. Other 
devices may be used to retrieve golf clubs, but also suffer 
from inconvenience or cumbersome use. For example, With 
some devices it is necessary for the golfer to “chase” the golf 
club about the playing surface in order to retrieve it. Still 
other devices may be used to retrieve ball markers, but may 
also be inconvenient and cumbersome to use. Some of the 
devices used to retrieve ball markers may use magnetic 
force, but none appear to use magnetic force strong enough 
to also retrieve a golf club utiliZing magnetic force alone. 
Further, there does not appear to be a single simple device 
that may be used to accomplish all of these purposes, as Well 
as holding the handle of a golf club above the playing 
surface When the golf club is laid upon the surface. Thus, 
there is a need for an appliance that can be used to retrieve 
a golf ball and a golf club from a playing surface, to hold and 
retrieve golf ball markers, and to hold the handle of a golf 
club above the playing surface When the golf club is laid 
upon the surface, all in a manner that is both convenient and 
simple to use. Finally, there is a need for the appliance to be 
relatively inexpensive to produce and maintain. 

SUMMARY 

[0004] The present invention is directed to an appliance, 
as Well as methods for using the appliance, that may assist 
a golfer in retrieving golf balls and golf clubs from a playing 
surface, holding and retrieving one or more golf ball mark 
ers, and holding the handle of a golf club above the playing 
surface When the golf club is laid upon the surface, all in a 
manner that meets the needs discussed above in the Back 
ground section. As described in greater detail beloW, the 
present invention, When used for its intended purposes, has 
many advantages over other devices knoWn in the art, as 
Well as novel features that result in a neW appliance and 
methods for its use that are not anticipated, rendered obvi 
ous, suggested, or even implied by any prior art means, 
devices or methods, either alone or in any combination 
thereof. 

[0005] An embodiment of one aspect of a ?rst version of 
the present invention generally discloses an appliance for 
use in playing the game of golf. In this embodiment, the 
appliance is generally comprised of a ?rst golf club and a 
magnet disposed approximately at the end of the handle of 
the ?rst golf club. The magnet has magnetic ?eld strength 
adequate to hold a portion of a second golf club approxi 
mately adjacent to the magnet against the force of the earth’ s 
gravity, so that the portion of the second golf club can be 
raised above a surface by the end of the handle of the ?rst 
golf club by means of the magnetic attraction betWeen the 
magnet and the portion of the second golf club. Preferably, 
the magnetic ?eld strength of the magnet at its surface is in 
the range from 3,500 gauss to 5,500 gauss. In other embodi 
ments of this aspect of the ?rst version of the present 
invention, the appliance further comprises at least one ball 
marker. The at least one ball marker is further comprised of 
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a magnetic portion, Which is further comprised of material 
having magnetic properties or a material that is subject to 
magnetic attraction by materials having magnetic properties 
or a combination of such materials. The at least one ball 
marker may be removably attached to the end of the handle 
of the ?rst golf club by means of the magnetic attraction 
betWeen the magnetic portion of the at least one ball marker 
and the magnet disposed approximately at the end of the 
handle of the ?rst golf club. In other embodiments, the at 
least one ball marker may be shaped approximately as a 
circular disc or may be further comprised of a nonmagnetic 
portion constructed of a material that does not have mag 
netic properties and is not subject to magnetic attraction. In 
yet other embodiments, the at least one ball marker may be 
shaped approximately as a circular disc having a ?rst 
circular surface and a second circular surface opposite the 
?rst circular surface. In these embodiments, the magnetic 
portion is shaped approximately as a circular disc having a 
diameter less than the diameter of the at least one ball 
marker and a thickness less than the thickness of the at least 
one ball marker. The magnetic portion is disposed in the at 
least one ball marker so that one surface of the magnetic 
portion forms a portion of the ?rst circular surface and the 
nonmagnetic portion is approximately annular in shape 
When vieWed from above the ?rst circular surface of the ball 
marker. In still other embodiments, the appliance further 
comprises the second golf club, Wherein the portion of the 
second golf club held adjacent to the end of the handle of the 
?rst golf club is the end of the handle of the second golf club, 
and a magnet is disposed approximately at the end of the 
handle of the second golf club. 

[0006] An embodiment of a second aspect of the ?rst 
version of the present invention generally discloses an 
appliance that is also for use in playing the game of golf. In 
this embodiment, the appliance is generally comprised of a 
golf ball retriever, Which is further comprised of a base 
portion and a catch portion. The base portion is comprised 
of a material having magnetic properties or a material that is 
subject to attraction by materials having magnetic properties 
or a combination of such materials. The base portion may be 
removably attached to the end of a handle of a golf club by 
means of magnetic attraction betWeen the base portion and 
a magnet disposed approximately at the end of the handle of 
the golf club. The catch portion, Which is disposed adjacent 
to and extending from the base portion, is comprised of at 
least tWo arm members that have an arcuate shape and are 
approximately symmetrically spaced about the base portion. 
In addition, the at least tWo arm members together are of a 
siZe and shape adapted to retrieve and hold a golf ball. In 
other embodiments, the catch portion may be comprised of 
at least tWo arm members, but not more than four arm 
members. In still other embodiments, the arm members may 
be further comprised of a plurality of raised rib portions 
disposed transversely across the surfaces of the at least tWo 
arm members that face the golf ball. The raised rib portions 
assist in holding the golf ball Within the catch portion. In yet 
other embodiments, the at least tWo arm members may be 
further comprised of a layer of a ?exible material on the 
surfaces of the at least tWo arm members that face the golf 
ball, Wherein the ?exible material assists in holding the golf 
ball Within the catch portion. In some of these embodiments, 
the material may be rubber, neoprene, or silicone. In yet 
other embodiments of this second aspect of the ?rst version 
of the present invention, the appliance further comprises at 
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least one ball marker. The at least one ball marker may 
generally have substantially the same structure, features, 
characteristics and operation as the embodiments of the ball 
markers described herein With respect to the ?rst aspect of 
the ?rst version of the present invention. In these embodi 
ments, each at least one ball marker may be removably 
disposed betWeen the end of the handle of the golf club and 
the base portion of the ball retriever. The at least one ball 
marker is held in place by means of the magnetic attraction 
betWeen the magnetic portion of each ball marker and the 
base portion or the magnet disposed approximately at the 
end of the handle of the golf club or both. In still other 
embodiments, the golf ball retriever may also be comprised 
of a base portion and a catch portion disposed adjacent to 
and extending from the base portion. In these embodiments, 
the base portion is comprised of a material having magnetic 
properties and may be removably attached to a portion of a 
golf club by means of magnetic attraction betWeen the base 
portion and the portion of the golf club. Also in these 
embodiments, the portion of the golf club is comprised of a 
material having magnetic properties or a material that is 
subject to magnetic attraction by materials having magnetic 
properties or a combination of such materials. The catch 
portion is comprised of at least tWo arm members that have 
an arcuate shape and are approximately symmetrically 
spaced about the base portion. The at least tWo arm members 
together are of a siZe and shape adapted to retrieve and hold 
a golf ball. 

[0007] An embodiment of a third aspect of the ?rst version 
of the present invention generally discloses an appliance that 
is also for use in playing the game of golf. In this embodi 
ment, the appliance is generally comprised of a ?rst golf 
club and a golf ball retriever. The ?rst golf club has a magnet 
disposed approximately at the end of the handle of the ?rst 
golf club. The magnet has magnetic ?eld strength adequate 
to hold a portion of a second golf club approximately 
adjacent to the magnet against the force of the earth’s 
gravity, so that the portion of the second golf club can be 
raised above a surface by the end of the handle of the ?rst 
golf club by means of the magnetic attraction betWeen the 
magnet and the portion of the second golf club. The golf ball 
retriever is comprised of a material having magnetic prop 
erties or a material that is subject to attraction by materials 
having magnetic properties or a combination of such mate 
rials. The golf ball retriever may be removably attached to 
the end of the ?rst golf club by means of the magnetic 
attraction betWeen the golf ball retriever and the magnet 
disposed approximately at the end of the handle of the ?rst 
golf club. In various embodiments of this third aspect of the 
?rst version of the present invention, the ?rst golf club, 
including the magnet disposed approximately at the end of 
the handle of the ?rst golf club, may generally have sub 
stantially the same structure, features, characteristics and 
operation as the embodiments of the ?rst golf club and 
magnet, respectively, described herein With respect to the 
?rst aspect of the ?rst version of the present invention. In 
various embodiments of this third aspect of the ?rst version 
of the present invention, the golf ball retriever may generally 
have substantially the same structure, features, characteris 
tics and operation as the embodiments of the golf ball 
retriever described herein With respect to the second aspect 
of the ?rst version of the present invention. In yet other 
embodiments of this third aspect of the ?rst version of the 
present invention, the appliance further comprises at least 
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one ball marker. Each ball marker may generally have 
substantially the same structure, features, characteristics and 
operation as the embodiments of the at least one ball marker 
described herein With respect to the ?rst aspect of the ?rst 
version of the present invention. In these embodiments, the 
at least one ball marker may be removably disposed betWeen 
the end of the handle of the golf club and the golf ball 
retriever. The at least one ball marker is held in place by 
means of the magnetic attraction betWeen the magnetic 
portion of the at least one ball marker and the base portion 
or the magnet disposed approximately at the end of the 
handle of the golf club or both. 

[0008] An embodiment of a ?rst aspect of a second 
version of the present invention generally discloses an 
appliance that is also for use in playing the game of golf. In 
this embodiment, the appliance is generally comprised of a 
sleeve member and sleeve attachment means, Which are 
described in more detail beloW, to removably attach the 
sleeve member to the end of the handle of a ?rst golf club. 
The sleeve member is further comprised of an approxi 
mately tubular portion of a siZe and shape adapted to ?t over 
the end and enclose a portion of the handle of the ?rst golf 
club. A sleeve cap portion is disposed at one end of the 
approximately tubular portion. A magnet, Which is disposed 
in the sleeve cap portion, has magnetic ?eld strength 
adequate to hold a portion of a second golf club approxi 
mately adjacent to the magnet against the force of the earth’ s 
gravity, so that the portion of the second golf club can be 
raised above a surface by the sleeve member by means of the 
magnetic attraction betWeen the magnet and the portion of 
the second golf club. The magnetic ?eld strength of the 
magnet at its surface is preferably in the range from 3,500 
gauss to 5,500 gauss. In some embodiments, the sleeve 
attachment means may be comprised of a strap attached to 
the approximately tubular portion, Wherein the strap has tWo 
ends and the ends are removably attached together using 
hook and loop fasteners. In other embodiments, the sleeve 
member may be comprised of a semi-rigid material and the 
sleeve attachment means may be friction betWeen the 
approximately tubular portion and the exterior surface of the 
handle of the ?rst golf club that is adjacent to the interior 
surface of the approximately tubular portion. In yet other 
embodiments of this ?rst aspect of the second version of the 
present invention, the appliance further comprises at least 
one ball marker. Each at least one ball marker may generally 
have substantially the same structure, features, characteris 
tics and operation as the embodiments of the at least one ball 
marker described herein With respect to the ?rst aspect of the 
?rst version of the present invention. In these embodiments, 
each at least one ball marker may be removably attached to 
the end of the sleeve cap portion of the sleeve member. The 
at least one ball marker is held in place by means of the 
magnetic attraction betWeen the magnetic portion of the at 
least one ball marker and the magnet disposed in the sleeve 
cap portion of the sleeve member. In yet other embodiments 
of this ?rst aspect of the second version of the present 
invention, the appliance further comprises the ?rst golf club. 
In still other embodiments, the appliance comprises the 
second golf club. In these embodiments, the portion of the 
second golf club held adjacent to the end of the handle of the 
?rst golf club is the end of the handle of the second golf club, 
and a magnet is disposed approximately at the end of the 
handle of the second golf club. Further, in other embodi 
ments, the appliance further comprises the second golf club 
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and a second sleeve member removably attached to the end 
of the handle of the second golf club by sleeve attachment 
means. In these embodiments, the portion of the second golf 
club held adjacent to the sleeve member of the ?rst golf club 
is the second sleeve member removably attached to the end 
of the handle of the second golf club by the sleeve attach 
ment means. Also in these embodiments, the second sleeve 
member may have substantially the same structure, features, 
characteristics, and operation as the embodiments of the 
sleeve member described herein With respect to this ?rst 
aspect of the second version of the present invention. 

[0009] An embodiment of a second aspect of the second 
version of the present invention generally discloses an 
appliance that is also for use in playing the game of golf. In 
this embodiment, the appliance is generally comprised of a 
sleeve member, sleeve attachment means (Which are 
described in more detail beloW) to removably attach the 
sleeve member to the end of the handle of a ?rst golf club, 
and a golf ball retriever. In various embodiments of this 
second aspect of the second version of the present invention, 
the sleeve member, including a magnet disposed in a sleeve 
cap portion of the sleeve member, may generally have 
substantially the same structure, features, characteristics and 
operation as the embodiments of the sleeve member and 
magnet, respectively, described herein With respect to the 
?rst aspect of the second version of the present invention. In 
various embodiments of this second aspect of the second 
version of the present invention, the sleeve attachment 
means may generally have substantially the same structure, 
features, characteristics and operation as the embodiments 
of the sleeve attachment means described herein With 
respect to the ?rst aspect of the second version of the present 
invention. In various embodiments of this second aspect of 
the second version of the present invention, the golf ball 
retriever may generally have substantially the same struc 
ture, features, characteristics and operation as the embodi 
ments of the golf ball retriever described herein With respect 
to the second aspect of the ?rst version of the present 
invention. The golf ball retriever may be removably attached 
to the sleeve cap portion of the sleeve member by means of 
the magnetic attraction betWeen the golf ball retriever and 
the magnet disposed in the sleeve cap portion of the sleeve 
member. In yet other embodiments of this second aspect of 
the second version of the present invention, the appliance 
further comprises at least one ball marker. The at least one 
ball marker may generally have substantially the same 
structure, features, characteristics and operation as the 
embodiments of the at least one ball marker described herein 
With respect to the ?rst aspect of the ?rst version of the 
present invention. In these embodiments, the at least one ball 
marker may be removably attached to the end of the sleeve 
cap portion of the sleeve member. The at least one ball 
marker is held in place by means of the magnetic attraction 
betWeen the magnetic portion of the at least one ball marker 
and the magnet disposed in the sleeve cap portion of the 
sleeve member. In yet other embodiments of this second 
aspect of the second version of the present invention, the 
appliance further comprises the ?rst golf club. 
[0010] The present invention also discloses a method for 
using a ?rst golf club to retrieve a second golf club from a 
surface. Generally, the method comprises the folloWing 
actions. First, the end of a handle of the ?rst golf club is 
placed approximately adjacent to a portion of the second 
golf club. The ?rst golf club has a magnet disposed approxi 
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mately at the end of the handle thereof. The magnet has 
magnetic ?eld strength adequate to hold the portion of the 
second golf club approximately adjacent to the magnet 
against the force of the earth’s gravity, so that the portion of 
the second golf club can be raised above the surface by the 
end of the handle of the ?rst golf club by means of the 
magnetic attraction betWeen the magnet and the portion of 
the second golf club. Second, the portion of the second golf 
club is raised above the surface by raising the end of the 
handle of the ?rst golf club aWay from the surface, so that 
the portion of the second golf club remains approximately 
adjacent to the magnet disposed approximately at the end of 
the handle of the ?rst golf club. Third, When the portion of 
the second golf club has reached a convenient altitude above 
the surface, the second golf club is grasped and lifted from 
the surface. 

[0011] In addition, the present invention discloses a 
method for retrieving a golf ball from a surface. Generally, 
the method comprises the folloWing actions. First, a golf ball 
retriever is removably attached to a portion of a golf club. 
The golf ball retriever is comprised of a base portion and a 
catch portion disposed adjacent to and extending from the 
base portion. The base portion is further comprised of a 
material having magnetic properties or a material that is 
subject to magnetic attraction by materials having magnetic 
properties or a combination of such materials. The base 
portion may also be removably attached to a portion of the 
golf club by means of magnetic attraction betWeen the base 
portion and the portion of the golf club. The portion of the 
golf club is comprised of a material having magnetic prop 
er‘ties or a material that is subject to attraction by materials 
having magnetic properties or a combination of such mate 
rials. The catch portion is fur‘ther comprised of at least tWo 
arm members, each having an arcuate shape and being 
approximately symmetrically spaced about the base portion. 
Together, the at least tWo arm members are of a siZe and 
shape adapted to retrieve and hold a golf ball. Second, the at 
least tWo arms of the golf ball retriever, as it is removably 
attached to the golf club, are positioned over the golf ball. 
Third, force is exerted on the golf club so that the golf ball 
retriever is forced doWn over the golf ball until the golf ball 
is seated against the arcuate portions of the at least tWo arms 
that are adjacent to the base portion of the golf ball retriever. 
Fourth, the golf ball is raised above the surface by raising the 
portion of the golf club to Which the golf ball retriever is 
attached aWay from the surface. Fifth, When the golf ball has 
reached a convenient altitude above the surface, the golf ball 
is grasped by the golfer. 
[0012] Finally, the present invention also discloses a 
method for holding the handle of a golf club aWay from a 
surface. Generally, the method comprises the folloWing 
actions. First, a golf ball retriever is removably attached to 
the side of the handle of the golf club. The golf ball retriever 
may generally have substantially the same structure, fea 
tures, characteristics and operation as the embodiments of 
the golf ball retriever described herein With respect to the 
second aspect of the ?rst version of the present invention. 
The base portion of the golf ball retriever may be removably 
attached to the end of the handle of the golf club by means 
of magnetic attraction betWeen the base portion and a 
magnet disposed approximately at the end of the handle of 
the golf club. The golf ball retriever is also positioned so that 
it extends approximately radially aWay from the handle of 
the golf club approximately perpendicular to the longitudi 
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nal axis of the handle. Second, the golf club is laid doWn on 
the surface in a manner so that the golf ball retriever is 
positioned betWeen the handle of the golf club and the 
surface in a manner so that the handle is held aWay from the 
surface. 

[0013] Thus, the present invention meets the needs 
described above in the Background section. For example, 
the appliance of the present invention may be used by a 
golfer to retrieve a golf ball from a playing surface Without 
bending over. The appliance uses a golf ball retriever that 
generally conforms to the shape of a golf ball. As a result, 
the appliance does not require the relatively precise posi 
tioning of the golf ball retriever, as is required With use of 
some other devices. Instead, the golfer may approach the 
golf ball from a greater variety of angles using the golf ball 
retriever. In addition, the golfer may apply a Wider range of 
magnitude of force against the golf ball than is required of 
some other devices. As a result, the need to “chase” the ball 
about the surface is substantially reduced, if not totally 
eliminated. In addition, the golfer may use the appliance to 
easily retrieve golf clubs from the playing surface Without 
bending over. He or she need only place the end of the 
handle of the golf club (or sleeve member) of the appliance 
adjacent to a portion of the golf club on the surface and lift 
that portion above the surface until it can be grasped by the 
golfer. Again, there are no clips, scoops or brackets 
involved, so there is no need to “chase” the golf club about 
the surface in order to retrieve it. Further, the appliance may 
be used to retrieve the ball markers disclosed as a part of the 
present invention from the playing surface. The appliance of 
the present invention is superior to other devices that may 
use magnetic force to attract ball markers in that the present 
appliance also possesses adequate magnetic ?eld strength to 
retrieve a golf club from the surface. The appliance may also 
be used to conveniently store the ball markers until they are 
needed. In addition, the appliance may be used to hold the 
handle of the golf club aWay from the playing surface When 
the golf club is laid doWn upon the surface. The appliance of 
the present invention may therefore be used to accomplish 
all of these tasks in a single appliance that is convenient and 
simple to use. Finally, the appliance should be relatively 
inexpensive to produce and maintain. 

[0014] There has thus also been outlined, rather broadly, 
the more primary features of the present invention. There are 
additional features that are also included in the various 
embodiments of the invention that are described hereinafter 
and that form the subject matter of the claims appended 
hereto. In this respect, it is to be understood that the 
invention is not limited in its application to the details of 
construction and to the arrangements of the components set 
forth in the folloWing description or illustrated in the accom 
panying draWings. This invention may be embodied in the 
form illustrated in the accompanying draWings, but the 
draWings are illustrative only and changes may be made in 
the speci?c construction illustrated and described Within the 
scope of the appended claims. The invention is capable of 
other embodiments and of being practiced and carried out in 
various Ways. Also, it is to be understood that the phrase 
ology and terminology employed herein are for the purpose 
of the description and should not be regarded as limiting. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0015] The foregoing summary, as Well as the folloWing 
detailed description of the preferred embodiments of the 
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present invention, Will be better understood When read in 
conjunction With the appended drawings, in Which: 

[0016] FIG. 1 is a side elevation vieW of an embodiment 
of an appliance of the present invention With a golf ball; 

[0017] FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective vieW of the 
embodiment of the appliance illustrated in FIG. 1, except 
that the appliance illustrated in FIG. 2 includes tWo golf ball 
markers instead of the one golf ball marker illustrated in 
FIG. 1 and does not include the golf ball; 

[0018] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of the embodiment of 
the appliance illustrated in FIG. 1, Wherein the appliance is 
being used to lift a second golf club from a playing surface; 

[0019] FIG. 4A is a detailed plan vieW of the golf ball 
marker of the appliance illustrated in FIG. 1; 

[0020] FIG. 4B is a cross-sectional elevation vieW of the 
golf ball marker illustrated in FIG. 4A, as taken along the 
lines 4B-4B of FIG. 4A; 

[0021] FIG. 5A is a plan vieW of the golf ball retriever of 
the appliance illustrated in FIG. 1, as taken along the lines 
5A-5A in FIG. 1, Without the golf ball; 

[0022] FIG. 5B is a plan vieW of another embodiment of 
the golf ball retriever illustrated in FIG. 5A; and 

[0023] FIG. 6 is an exploded perspective vieW of another 
embodiment of an appliance of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0024] Reference Will noW be made in detail to the pre 
ferred embodiments of the present invention, examples of 
Which are illustrated in the accompanying draWings. While 
the invention Will be described in conjunction With the 
preferred embodiments, it is to be noted that the embodi 
ments are not intended to limit the invention to those 
embodiments. On the contrary, the invention is intended to 
cover alternatives, modi?cations and equivalents, Which 
may be included Within the spirit and scope of the invention 
as de?ned by the appended claims. It is also to be noted that 
the present invention is not necessarily illustrated to scale in 
the appended draWings. Instead, the illustrations are 
intended to shoW the particular features and characteristics 
of the present invention. 

[0025] An embodiment of a ?rst version of the present 
invention is illustrated in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2. In this embodi 
ment, the present invention discloses an appliance 10 for 
assisting a golfer in retrieving golf balls 15 (not included as 
a part of the present invention) and golf clubs. (not illus 
trated), as Well as holding and retrieving one or more golf 
ball markers 30. In addition, as described in more detail 
beloW, the appliance 10 may be used to hold the handle of 
a golf club (such as the handle 21 of a ?rst golf club 20) 
above the playing surface When the ?rst golf club 20 is lying 
on the surface. In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1 and 
FIG. 2, the appliance 10 is generally comprised of the ?rst 
golf club 20, a ball marker 30, and a golf ball retriever 40. 
The ?rst golf club 20 has a handle 21 at one end thereof, 
Which is gripped by the golfer When the ?rst golf club 20 is 
operated by the golfer. The handle 21 is further comprised of 
a magnet 22 disposed approximately at the end of the handle 
21. As illustrated in FIG. 3, the magnet 22 illustrated in FIG. 
1 and FIG. 2 (but not in FIG. 3) generally has magnetic ?eld 
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strength adequate to hold a portion (the putter head 51 in the 
illustrated embodiment) of a second golf club 50 approxi 
mately adjacent to the end of the handle 21 of the ?rst golf 
club 20 (Wherein the magnet 22 is approximately disposed) 
against the force of the earth’s gravity, so that the portion of 
the second golf club 50 can be raised above a surface 16 by 
the end of the handle 21 of the ?rst golf club 20 by means 
of the magnetic attraction betWeen the magnet 22 and the 
portion of the second golf club 50. As a result, the second 
golf club 50 may be retrieved from the playing surface 16 by 
positioning the end of the handle 21 of the ?rst golf club 20 
approximately adjacent to a portion (the putter head 51) of 
the second golf club 50 and then raising the portion of the 
second golf club 50 from the surface 16 by raising the end 
of the handle 21 of the ?rst golf club 20 aWay from the 
surface 16 in a manner so that the portion of the second golf 
club 50 remains approximately adjacent to the end of the 
handle 21 of the second golf club 20 (Wherein the magnet 22 
is approximately disposed). When the portion (the putter 
head 51) of the second golf club 50 has reached a convenient 
altitude above the surface 16, the golfer may grasp the 
second golf club 50 With his or her hand and lift it from the 
surface 16. It is to be noted that more than one of the golf 
clubs used by the golfer may have the features of the 
appliance 10. In that case, the portion of the second golf club 
50 that is held adjacent to the handle 21 of the ?rst golf club 
20 may be the handle (not illustrated) of the second golf club 
50, Which also has a magnet (not illustrated) disposed 
approximately in the end thereof. 

[0026] Referring again to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, it is to be 
noted that the ?rst golf club 20, Which houses the magnet 22, 
may be any type of golf club. For example, in various 
embodiments, the ?rst golf club 20 may be any conventional 
golf club, such as a Wood, an iron, or a putter. The handle 21 
may be any type of handle used in conjunction With a golf 
club. Typically, for example, the handle 21 is a grip con 
structed of rubber or similar material that is positioned 
around the shaft portion (not illustrated) of the ?rst golf club 
20 on the end of the shaft opposite the portion of the shaft 
Where the head of the ?rst golf club 20 is located. Such 
handles 21 are Well knoWn in the art. The magnet 22 is 
disposed approximately at the end of the handle 21, as is 
illustrated in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2. Although the illustrated 
magnet 22 is approximately disc-shaped and is siZed to ?t 
Within the shaft portion of the ?rst golf club 20 encompassed 
by the handle 21, the magnet 22 may be of almost any other 
shape or siZe (or both) in other embodiments, as long as the 
magnet 22 ?ts Wholly or partially Within the handle 21 at 
approximately the end of the handle 21 and has the requisite 
magnetic ?eld strength. In addition, the magnet 22 may be 
constructed of almost any material that produces a magnetic 
?eld of suf?cient magnitude. For example, the magnet may 
be constructed of a Neodymium Iron Boron compound, a 
Samarium Cobalt compound, iron, steel, or combinations of 
any such materials. As described above and illustrated in 
connection With FIG. 3, the magnet 22 must be capable of 
producing a magnetic ?eld adequate to lift the portion of the 
second golf club 50 above the surface 16. It is to be noted 
that the second golf club 50 may also be any conventional 
type of golf club, such as a Wood, an iron, or a putter. 
Preferably, the magnetic ?eld strength of the magnet 22 is in 
the range from 3,500 gauss to 5,500 gauss, as measured at 
the surface of the magnet 22. More preferably, the magnet 22 
is a disc-shaped (18 mm diameter><3 mm thickness) magnet 
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comprised of a Neodymium Iron Boron compound With a 
Nickel coating and having a magnetic ?eld strength of 5,500 
gauss. The magnet 22 is generally attached to the handle 21 
approximately at the end of the handle 21. For example, the 
magnet 22 may be disposed Within or partially Within the 
shaft portion of the ?rst golf club 20 enclosed by the handle 
21, Within or partially Within a distal portion of the handle 
21 that extends beyond the shaft portion (Which is some 
times referred to as the “grip”), or partially Within the shaft 
portion and partially Within the distal portion (or grip) of the 
handle 21. It is also to be noted that the magnet 22 need not 
be completely embedded Within the handle 21. Instead, a 
portion of the magnet 22 may be positioned on the surface 
of the handle 21 or possibly extend beyond such surface to 
a position outside of the handle 21. This may be the case 
Where the magnet 22 is used for ornamental or other 
decorative purposes in conjunction With the ?rst golf club 
20. In addition, the magnet 22 may be attached to the ?rst 
golf club 20 using any suitable means. For example, the 
magnet 22 may be attached to the shaft using any suitable 
means, such as Welding, fusing, adhesives, glues, epoxies, 
clamps, clasps, pins, screWs, bolts, nuts, or other fasteners or 
any combination of such means. As another example, the 
magnet 22 may be attached to the rubber-type portion of the 
handle 21 by any suitable means, such as fusing, adhesives, 
glues, epoxies, clamps, clasps, pins, screWs, bolts, nuts, or 
other fasteners or any combination of such means. The ?rst 
golf club 20 may generally be constructed using any suitable 
means. For example, the magnet 22 may be attached to the 
shaft portion of the ?rst golf club 20 by means of an 
adhesive, folloWed by a neoprene handle 21 being placed 
over and attached to the shaft using means that are Well 
knoWn in the art. 

[0027] In the embodiment of the present invention illus 
trated in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the appliance 10 further 
comprises at least one ball marker 30. The at least one ball 
marker 30 may be removably attached to the end of the ?rst 
golf club 20 by means of the magnetic attraction betWeen the 
magnetic portion (as described in more detail beloW) of the 
at least one ball marker 30 and the magnet 22 disposed 
approximately at the end of the handle 21 of the ?rst golf 
club 20. In addition, the at least one ball marker 30 may be 
removably attached to the golf ball retriever 40 in embodi 
ments Where either or both of the at least one ball marker 30 
and the golf ball retriever 40 is constructed in Whole or in 
part of a material having magnetic properties. As is illus 
trated in more detail in FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B, each ball 
marker 30 of this embodiment of the present invention is 
further comprised of a magnetic portion 31 and a nonmag 
netic portion 32. The magnetic portion 31 may be con 
structed of material having magnetic properties, a material 
that is subject to magnetic attraction by materials having 
magnetic properties, or a combination of such materials, as 
long as the magnetic portion 31 is adapted to be attracted by 
magnetic force to the magnet 22. For example, the magnetic 
portion 31 may be constructed of iron, steel, a Neodymium 
Iron Boron compound, a Samarium Cobalt compound, iron, 
steel, or other material or combinations of such materials 
that exhibit magnetic properties or are merely subject to 
magnetic attraction by the magnet 22. It is to be noted that 
a material having magnetic properties is a material that 
generates a magnetic ?eld, such as a magnet (including the 
magnet 22). The nonmagnetic portion 32 may generally be 
constructed of almost any material that does not have 
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magnetic properties and is not subject to magnetic attraction. 
For example, the nonmagnetic portion 32 may be con 
structed of Wood, plastic, rubber (including neoprene), other 
polymers, fabric, paper, ceramic, glass, ?berglass, carbon 
composites, resin, or other materials or combinations of any 
such materials that do not exhibit magnetic properties. It is 
to be noted that in other embodiments, the ball marker may 
be constructed entirely of a magnetic portion 31. In the 
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B, the at least 
one ball marker 30 is shaped approximately as a circular disc 
having a ?rst circular surface 33 and a second circular 
surface 34 opposite the ?rst circular surface 33. The mag 
netic portion 31 is shaped approximately as a circular disc 
having a diameter less than the diameter of the ball marker 
30 and a thickness less than the thickness of the ball marker 
30. The magnetic portion 31 is also disposed in the ball 
marker 30 so that one surface 35 of the magnetic portion 31 
forms a portion of the ?rst circular surface 33 and the 
nonmagnetic portion 32 is approximately annular in shape 
When vieWed from above the ?rst circular surface 33 of the 
ball marker 30. The magnetic portion 31 may be attached to 
the nonmagnetic portion 32 using any suitable means, such 
as adhesive, glue, epoxy, screWs, clamps, clasps, nails, bolts, 
or other fastening means or combination of any such means. 
Thus, the ball marker 30 may be fabricated by forming the 
nonmagnetic portion 32 (such as by extrusion or machin 
ing), folloWed by attaching the magnetic portion 31 to the 
nonmagnetic portion 32 using an adhesive. The ball marker 
30 may be of any size suitable to mark the location of a golf 
ball on the playing surface While the ball is not present. 
Preferably, hoWever, the ball marker 30 has a diameter that 
is approximately the same as the diameter of the end of the 
handle 21 of the ?rst golf club 20. More preferably, the ball 
marker 30 has a diameter in the range from % inch to 1 inch 
and has a thickness in the range from 1/16 inch to 3/32 inch. 
In addition, the magnetic portion 31 may have any siZe and 
shape that alloWs it to ?t Within the nonmagnetic portion 32, 
as long as the siZe and shape of the magnetic portion 31, 
along With its material properties, permits for removable 
attachment to the ?rst golf club 20 by means of magnetic 
attraction betWeen the magnetic portion 31 and the magnet 
22 in a manner that Will securely hold the ball marker 30 to 
the end of the handle 21, While not requiring an abnormal 
amount of force to remove the ball marker 30 from the ?rst 
golf club 20 When desired. In the illustrated embodiment, the 
magnetic portion 31 is preferably disc-shaped, and prefer 
ably has a diameter of % inch and a thickness in the range 
from 1/32 inch to 1/16 inch. Although the ball marker 30 is 
preferably disc-shaped, it is to be noted that in other embodi 
ments, the ball marker 30 may be of almost any siZe and 
shape, as long as it is of a siZe and shape suitable to mark 
the location of a golf ball on the playing surface While the 
ball is not present. For example, When vieWed from above a 
surface (such as the ?rst circular surface 33 of the embodi 
ment illustrated in FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B), the ball marker 30 
may be shaped as an ellipse, triangle, square, pentagon, 
hexagon, other polyhedron, or any other shape having linear 
or arcuate portions or any combination of any such shapes. 
The magnetic portion 31 may also have any of such shapes. 
The embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1 has only one ball 
marker 30, While the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2 has 
tWo ball markers 30. It is to be noted that the appliance 10 
may be comprised of any number of ball markers 30, as long 
as the number of ball markers 30 does not interfere With the 
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operation of the appliance 10. For example, at some point 
the number of ball markers 30 Would interfere With the 
operation of the ?rst golf club 20 (such as interfering With 
the swing of the club 20) and may also reduce the magnetic 
?eld strength of the magnet 22 to an inadequate level at the 
end of the handle 21. Although the exact number of ball 
markers 30 that may be utiliZed depends on a number of 
factors, such as the magnetic ?eld strength of the magnet 22 
and the structure of and materials comprising the ?rst golf 
club 20 (including the handle 21), the ball markers 30, and 
the golf ball retriever 40, the preferred number of ball 
markers 30 that may be held in position on the end of the 
handle 21 is in the range from Zero to tWo. Thus, the 
appliance 10 may also be used Without a ball marker 30, in 
Which case the golf ball retriever 40 is removably attached 
directly to the end of the handle 21 of the ?rst golf club 20. 

[0028] Referring again to the embodiment illustrated in 
FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the appliance 10 further comprises a golf 
ball retriever 40. In the illustrated embodiment, the golf ball 
retriever 40 is further comprised of a base portion 41 and a 
catch portion 42, Which is adjacent to and extends from the 
base portion 41. The catch portion 42, Which is described in 
more detail beloW, is of a siZe and shape adapted to retrieve 
and hold a golf ball 15. The base portion 41 may be 
comprised in Whole or in part of a material having magnetic 
properties, a material that is subject to attraction by materials 
having magnetic properties, or a combination of such mate 
rials, as long as the base portion 41 is adapted to be attracted 
by magnetic force to the magnet 22. Alternatively, the golf 
ball retriever 40 may be held to one or more of the ball 
markers 30 by means of magnetic attraction betWeen them 
Where either the golf ball retriever 40 or the ball markers 30 
or all of them are constructed of a material having magnetic 
properties. For example, the base portion 41 may be con 
structed Wholly or partially of iron, steel, a Neodymium Iron 
Boron compound, a Samarium Cobalt compound, or other 
material or combinations of any such materials that exhibit 
magnetic properties or are subject to magnetic attraction by 
the magnet 22. Thus, the base portion 41 may be removably 
attached to the end of the handle 21 of the ?rst golf club 20, 
or to one or more ball markers 30 positioned at the end of 
the handle 21, or to one or more ball markers 30 separately, 
by means of magnetic attraction betWeen the base portion 41 
and the magnet 22 disposed approximately at the end of the 
handle 21 of the ?rst golf club 20 or the magnetic portion 31 
of the ball markers 30 or both. In some embodiments, the 
base portion 41 may also be comprised in part of materials 
that do not have magnetic properties or that are not subject 
to magnetic attraction by materials having magnetic prop 
erties (“nonmagnetic materials”). In these embodiments, the 
part of the base portion 41 constructed of material having 
magnetic properties or that is subject to attraction by mate 
rials having magnetic properties (“magnetic materials”) may 
be of any siZe and shape that alloWs it to ?t Within the base 
portion 41, as long as the siZe and shape of such part, along 
With its material properties, permits for removable attach 
ment to the ?rst golf club 20 by means of magnetic attraction 
betWeen the base portion 41 and the magnet 22 in a manner 
that Will securely hold the golf ball retriever 40 to the end of 
the handle 21 (or to any ball markers 30 positioned at the end 
of the handle 21) While not requiring an abnormal amount of 
force to remove the golf ball retriever 40 from the ?rst golf 
club 20 When desired. In addition, in embodiments Wherein 
part of the base portion 41 is also comprised of nonmagnetic 
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materials, such part may be constructed of almost any 
suitable material. For example, such part of the base portion 
41 may be constructed of Wood, plastic, rubber (including 
neoprene), other polymers, paper, ceramic, glass, ?berglass, 
carbon composites, resin, or other materials or combinations 
of any such materials that do not exhibit magnetic proper 
ties. Also, in these embodiments, such part may be attached 
to the part constructed of magnetic materials by any suitable 
means, such as the means used to attach the magnetic 
portion 31 to the nonmagnetic portion 32 of the ball marker 
30, as described above and illustrated in connection With 
FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B. The base portion 41 may be of almost 
any siZe and shape, as long as the portion of the base portion 
41 that interfaces With the ?rst golf club 20 (or any ball 
markers 30 positioned on the ?rst golf club 20) is adapted to 
be removably attached to the ?rst golf club 20 (or any ball 
markers 30) in a manner that adequately supports the golf 
ball retriever 40 While it is attached to the ?rst golf club 20 
(or any ball markers 30 positioned on the ?rst golf club 20). 
Preferably, the base portion 41 is constructed of stainless 
steel and has the shape illustrated in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, With 
the portion of the base portion 41 that interfaces With the ?rst 
golf club 20 (or any ball markers 30 positioned on the ?rst 
golf club 20) having a ?at surface that is approximately 
circular in shape. Preferably, the ?at, approximately circular 
surface of the base portion 41 has the same approximate 
diameter as the diameter of the end of the handle 21 of the 
?rst golf club 20 and the disc-shaped ball markers 30 used 
in conjunction With the appliance 10. More preferably, the 
portion of the base portion 41 that interfaces With the ?rst 
golf club 20 (or any ball markers 30 positioned on the ?rst 
golf club 20) is circular and has a diameter in the range from 
1 inch to 1 Vs inches. 

[0029] In the embodiment of the present invention illus 
trated in FIG. 1, FIG. 2, and FIG. 5A, the catch portion 42 
is comprised of tWo arm members 42a, 42b that together 
form an approximately u-shaped catch portion 42 that is of 
a siZe and shape adapted to retrieve and hold a golf ball 15. 
The tWo arm members 42a, 42b are spaced approximately 
symmetrically about the base portion 41. It is to be noted that 
the tWo arm members 42a, 42b need not be exactly sym 
metrically spaced about the base portion 41, as long as the 
degree of symmetry is adequate for the tWo arm members 
42a, 42b together to be able to retrieve and hold the golf ball 
15. For example, the tWo arm members 42a, 42b may not be 
positioned directly opposite one another on the base portion 
41, but may be slightly o?fset as long as the catch portion 42 
is still able to retrieve and hold the golf ball 15. The arm 
members 42a, 42b are generally arcuate longitudinally near 
the base portion 41, and may become more linear as they 
extend from the base portion 41. This arcuate shape causes 
the portion of the arm members 42a, 42b adjacent to the base 
portion 41 to have a shape and siZe that generally conform 
to the outer surface of a golf ball 15. At their distal ends 42a‘, 
42b', the arm members 42a, 42b are approximately parallel 
to one another. The distance betWeen the interior surfaces of 
the distal ends 42a‘, 42b' of the arm members 42a, 42b is 
approximately the same as the diameter of the golf ball 15. 
Alternatively, the distal ends 42a‘, 42b' may be slightly 
turned in and have a separation distance slightly smaller than 
the diameter of a golf ball 15. In addition, the arm members 
42a, 42b may be generally arcuate transversely, as best 
illustrated in FIG. 5A, so that they generally conform to the 
outer surface of a golf ball 15. In other embodiments, the 
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tWo arm members 42a, 42b may be generally V-shaped 
transversely, or may have a longitudinal crease With the 
concave surface facing the golf ball 15, so that they tend to 
cradle the golf ball 15. The arm members 42a, 42b are also 
semi-?exible in nature, so that they bend apart slightly When 
force is exerted on them from inside their interior surfaces. 
The semi-?exible nature of the arm members 42a, 42b may 
be created by the properties of the material of Which the arm 
members 42a, 42b are constructed, the thickness of the arm 
members 42a, 42b, or combinations of the same, as 
described in more detail beloW. Thus, as the golf ball 
retriever 40 is placed over a golf ball 15 on a surface, the 
distal ends 42a‘, 42b' of the arm members 42a, 42b make 
contact on each side of the golf ball 15, Which ?ts tightly 
betWeen the distal ends 42a‘, 42b'. As pressure continues to 
be exerted by the golf ball retriever 40 against the golf ball 
15, the distal ends 42a‘, 42b' slide over the golf ball 15 until 
the ball 15 comes to rest against the arcuate portion of the 
catch portion 42 adjacent to the base portion 41. The golf 
ball 15 is held in place in that position by the catch portion 
42 until suitable force is exerted on the golf ball 15 to 
remove it from the catch portion 42. The catch portion 42 
may be constructed of any suitable material that has the 
strength and rigidity necessary to hold the golf ball 15, While 
still having the ?exibility necessary to retrieve the golf ball 
15 in the manner described herein. For example, the catch 
portion 42 may be constructed of metal, metal alloys, Wood, 
plastic, rubber (including neoprene), other polymers, paper, 
ceramic, glass, ?berglass, carbon composites, resin, or com 
binations of any such materials. The siZe and thickness of the 
arm members 42a, 42b is generally dependent upon the type 
of materials from Which the arm members 42a, 42b are 
constructed and the preference of the user of the appliance 
10. For example, in the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1, 
FIG. 2, and FIG. 5A, the tWo arm members 42a, 42b are 
Wider adjacent to the base portion 41 than they are at the 
distal ends 42a‘, 42b'. In other embodiments, the tWo arm 
members 42a, 42b may have an approximately uniform 
Width along their entire length, or they may be Wider at their 
distal ends 42a, 42b than they are adjacent to the base 
portion 41. Preferably, the tWo arm members 42a, 42b have 
a Width at their distal ends 42a‘, 42b' in the range from % 
inch to 1 inch and a Width adjacent to the base portion 41 in 
the range from % inch to 11/8 inches. The catch portion 42 
may be attached to the base portion 41 using any suitable 
means. For example, the catch portion 42 may be 
attached to the base portion 41 using adhesive, glue, 
epoxy, screws, clamps, clasps, nails, bolts, pins, or other 
fastening means or combinations of any such means. The 
preferred means is dependent upon the materials com 
prising the base portion 41 and the catch portion 42. For 
a base portion 41 constructed of a metallic substance and 
a catch portion 42 constructed of plastic, the preferred 
means is an adhesive. In some cases, such as Where the 

base portion 41 and the catch portion 42 are constructed 
of the same materials, the golf ball retriever 40 may be 
fabricated as a single piece. 

[0030] It is to be noted that the catch portion 42 may have 
a different structure in other embodiments. For example, as 
illustrated in FIG. 5B, the catch portion 142 of the golf ball 
retriever 140 may have three arm members 142a, 142b, 1420 
that have substantially the same characteristics, features and 
functions as the arm members 42a, 42b described above and 
illustrated in connection With FIG. 1, FIG. 2 and FIG. 5A. 
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The other features, characteristics and functions of the golf 
ball retriever 140 are also substantially the same as the other 
features, characteristics and functions as the golf ball 
retriever 40 described above and illustrated in connection 
With FIG. 1, FIG. 2 and FIG. 5A. As another example, as 
illustrated in FIG. 2 and FIG. 5B, the arm members 42a, 42b, 
142a, 142b, 1420 may have one or more slightly raised “rib” 
portions 43a, 43b, 143a, 143b, 1430 extending transversely 
across all or a portion of the interior surfaces of the arm 

members 43a, 43b, 142a,142b, 1420, respectively. These rib 
portions 43a, 43b, 143a, 143b, 1430 may be used to provide 
additional support to hold the golf ball 15 While it is Within 
the grasp of the golf ball retriever 140. As yet another 
example, and referring again to FIG. 1, FIG. 2 and FIG. 5A, 
the interior surface of the arm members 42a, 42b may be 
lined With a ?exible material, such as silicone or rubber, that 
may provide a greater degree of friction or otherWise inhibit 
motion betWeen the arm members 42a, 42b and the golf ball 
15 so that the golf ball 15 is held more securely by the golf 
ball retriever 40. This ?exible material may also have, or 
alternatively have, a surface that has a removably adhesive 
character that Would tend to hold the golf ball 15. 

[0031] The embodiments of the ?rst version of the inven 
tion described above and illustrated in connection With FIG. 
1 through FIG. 5B, may be operated as folloWs. First, and 
referring to FIG. 1 through FIG. 3, the ?rst golf club 20 of 
the appliance 10 may be used to retrieve a second golf club 
50 from the playing surface 16. For example, the second golf 
club 50 may be retrieved from the playing surface 16 by 
positioning the end of the handle 21 of the ?rst golf club 20 
approximately adjacent to a portion (the putter head 51) of 
the second golf club 50 and then raising the portion of the 
second golf club 50 from the surface 16 by raising the end 
of the handle 21 of the ?rst golf club 20 aWay from the 
surface 16 in a manner so that the portion of the second golf 
club 50 remains approximately adjacent to the end of the 
handle 21 of the second golf club 20 (Wherein the magnet 22 
is approximately disposed). When the portion (the putter 
head 51) of the second golf club 50 has reached a convenient 
altitude above the surface 16, the golfer may grasp the 
second golf club 50 With his or her hand and lift it from the 
surface 16. It is to be noted that the ?rst golf club 20 may 
also accomplish the same purpose While one or more ball 
markers 30 are removably attached to the end of the handle 
21 of the ?rst golf club 20. In addition, the ?rst golf club 20 
may also accomplish the same purpose While the golf ball 
retriever 40 is removably attached to the end of the handle 
21 (or attached to one or more ball markers 30 that are 
removably attached to the end of the handle 21) of the ?rst 
golf club 20. Further, When the second golf club 50 has the 
features of the appliance 10 (similar to that of the ?rst golf 
club 20), the portion of the second golf club 50 that is placed 
adjacent to the handle 21 of the ?rst golf club 20 may be the 
handle (not illustrated) at the location Where the magnet 
(also not illustrated) is disposed in the handle of the second 
golf club 50. Second, the ?rst golf club 20 of the appliance 
10 may be used to retrieve and hold one or more ball markers 
30. For example, a ball marker 30 may be retrieved from the 
playing surface 16 by positioning the end of the handle 21 
of the ?rst golf club 20 approximately adjacent to the ball 
marker 30 so that the ball marker 30 is removably attached 
to the handle 21 by magnetic attraction betWeen the magnet 
22 and the ball marker 30, and then raising the ball marker 
30 from the surface 16 by raising the end of the handle 21 
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of the ?rst golf club 20 away from the surface 16. The golfer 
may then position the ball marker 30 on the end of the handle 
21 or adjacent to any other ball marker 30 or ball markers 30 
that have already been removably attached to the end of the 
handle 21. It is to be noted that the ?rst golf club 20 may be 
used to retrieve a ball marker 30 With or Without other ball 
markers 30 removably attached to the end of the handle 21. 
In addition, it is also possible to use the ?rst golf club 20 to 
retrieve a ball marker 30 While the golf ball retriever 40 is 
removably attached to the ?rst golf club 20. When the golfer 
desires to use a ball marker 30, he or she need only remove 
the ball marker 30 from the end of the handle 21 (such as by 
sliding or lifting) and place it at the appropriate location on 
the playing surface 16. If the golf ball retriever 40 is 
removably attached to the ball markers 30, the golf ball 
retriever 40 must generally be removed from the ball mark 
ers 30 (and thus, the ?rst golf club 20) before the ball marker 
30 may be removed from the ?rst golf club 20. Third, the 
appliance 10 may be used to retrieve a golf ball 15 from the 
playing surface 16 and hold the golf ball 15 until it is 
removed from the appliance 10. For example, the golf ball 
retriever 40 may be removably attached to the end of the 
handle 21, or to any ball markers 30 removably attached to 
the end of the handle 21, of the ?rst golf club 20, as 
illustrated in FIG. 1. The golfer may then hold the ?rst golf 
club 20 in a manner so that the golf ball retriever 40 is placed 
over a golf ball 15 on the playing surface 16. The distal ends 
42a‘, 42b‘ of the arm members 42a, 42b are positioned to 
make contact on each side of the golf ball 15, Which ?ts 
tightly betWeen the distal ends 42a‘, 42b‘. As pressure 
continues to be exerted by the golf ball retriever 40 against 
the golf ball 15, the distal ends 42a‘, 42b‘ slide over the golf 
ball 15 until the ball 15 comes to rest against the arcuate 
portion of the catch portion 42 adjacent to the base portion 
41. The golf ball 15 is held in place in that position by the 
catch portion 42 until suitable force is exerted on the golf 
ball 15 to remove it from the catch portion 42. The golf ball 
15 may then be lifted from the surface 16 by the appliance 
10 and When it reaches a convenient altitude above the 
surface 16, the golf ball 15 may be removed from the golf 
ball retriever 40 or may be held by the golf ball retriever 40 
until it is needed again. Fourth, the golf ball retriever 40 may 
be removably attached by magnetic force to the side of the 
handle 21 of the ?rst golf club 20 at the approximate location 
on the handle 21 Where the magnet 22 is disposed, so that the 
base portion 41 is adjacent to the side of the handle 21 and 
the arm members 42a, 42b of the golf ball retriever 40 
generally extend radially aWay from the handle 21 perpen 
dicular to the longitudinal axis of the handle 21. The golfer 
may then lay the ?rst golf club 20 doWn on the surface 16 
in a manner so that the golf ball retriever 40 is positioned 
betWeen the handle 21 of the ?rst golf club 20 and the 
playing surface 16. As a result, the handle 21 and a portion 
of the shaft (not illustrated) of the ?rst golf club 20 is held 
aWay from the surface 16. This prevents the handle 21 from 
becoming Wet if the playing surface 16 is Wet. Upon 
retrieving the ?rst golf club 20 from the playing surface 16 
(such as in the manner described herein), the golf ball 
retriever 40 may be removed from the handle 21 or may be 
positioned on the end of the handle 21. Fifth, in cases Where 
more than one golf club (such as the ?rst golf club 20) 
possesses the features of the appliance 10, tWo or more of 
such clubs may be positioned so that the handles of the golf 
clubs are adjacent to one another and are held in that position 
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by the magnetic force exerted betWeen the magnets that are 
disposed in the handles. Thus, tWo such clubs may be leaned 
against and supported by another object. Three of such clubs 
may be positioned With their handles together so that the 
clubs form a tripod, eliminating the necessity to lay the clubs 
doWn on the playing surface. 

[0032] An embodiment of a second version of the present 
invention is comprised of the appliance 210 illustrated in 
FIG. 6. In this embodiment, the appliance 210 is comprised 
of a sleeve member 260 and sleeve attachment means 
(described in more detail beloW) to removably attach the 
sleeve member 260 to the end of the handle 221 of a ?rst golf 
club 220. It is to be noted that the ?rst golf club 220 may be 
any type of golf club. For example, in various embodiments, 
the ?rst golf club 220 may be any conventional golf club, 
such as a Wood, an iron, or a putter. The handle 221 may be 
any type of handle used in conjunction With a golf club. 
Typically, for example, the handle 221 is a grip constructed 
of rubber or similar material that is positioned around the 
shaft portion (not illustrated) of the ?rst golf club 220 on the 
end of the shaft opposite the portion of the shaft Where the 
head of the ?rst golf club 220 is located. Such handles 221 
are Well knoWn in the art. The sleeve member 260 is 
generally comprised of an approximately tubular portion 
261, a sleeve cap portion 263 disposed at one end of the 
approximately tubular portion 261, and a magnet 262, Which 
is generally disposed in the sleeve cap portion 263. The 
approximately tubular portion 261 may be generally tubular 
in shape, but is adapted to be of a size and shape so that the 
interior surface of the approximately tubular portion 261 
generally conforms to the shape of the exterior surface of the 
end of the handle 221 enclosed by the approximately tubular 
portion 261. In the illustrated embodiment, the approxi 
mately tubular portion 261 is further comprised of a head 
portion 264 and a fastening portion 265. The head portion 
264 may be comprised of any rigid or semi-rigid material 
that has strength adequate to hold the sleeve member 260 to 
the ?rst golf club 220. For example, the head portion 264 
may be comprised of metal, metal alloys, Wood, plastic, 
rubber (including neoprene), silicone, silicone blend, other 
semi-rigid polymers, paper, ceramic, glass, ?berglass, car 
bon composites, resin, or combinations of any such mate 
rials. Preferably, for an approximately tubular portion 261 
constructed of silicone, the approximately tubular portion 
261 has a Wall thickness in the range from 1/16 inch to Vs inch. 
The fastening portion 265 may also be comprised in Whole 
or in part of any semi-rigid material that has strength 
adequate to hold the sleeve member 260 to the ?rst golf club 
220, including the same materials comprising the head 
portion 264. In addition, the fastening portion 265 may also 
include sleeve attachment means incorporated as a part 
thereof. For example, in the illustrated embodiment, the 
fastening portion 265 is also comprised of a strap 266 that 
extends around part of the circumference of the fastening 
portion 265. The strap 266 has hook-type fastening means 
(as is used With fastening systems sold under the trademark 
VELCRO) located on the surface facing the ?rst golf club 
220 on one end 26611 of the strap 266 and loop-type 
fastening means (as is also used With fastening systems sold 
under the trademark VELCRO) located on the surface facing 
aWay from the ?rst golf club 220 on the other end 2661) of 
the strap 266. The fastening portion 265 is generally 
attached to the head portion 264 around its circumferential 
edge that is adjacent to the head portion 264, except for the 
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ends 266a, 2661) of the fabric strap 266 Where the hook and 
loop-type fasteners are located. The strap 266 of this 
embodiment may be comprised of any suitable material 
(such as cloth, fabric, canvas or polymeric material or 
combinations of the same), and may be attached to the 
remainder of the fastening portion 265 by any suitable 
means (such as adhesive, glue, epoxy, fusion, Welding, 
clasps, clamps, clips, stitching, screWs, bolts, pins, or any 
combination of the same). In this embodiment, the sleeve 
member 260 is placed over the end of the handle 221 and is 
pulled doWn over the handle 221 until the end of the handle 
221 is approximately adjacent to the sleeve cap portion 263. 
The end 26611 of the strap 266 With the hook-type fastening 
means is placed over and secured to the end 2661) of the strap 
266 With the loop-type fastening means in a manner so that 
the sleeve member 260 is ?rmly (although removably) 
attached to the ?rst golf club 220. In other embodiments, the 
approximately tubular portion 261 may also have a different 
structure and be combined With other sleeve attachment 
means. For example, the approximately tubular portion 261 
may alone be used to hold the sleeve member 260 to the ?rst 
golf club 220 Where the sleeve attachment means is com 
prised of the friction betWeen the interior surface of the 
approximately tubular portion 261 and the exterior surface 
of the portion of the handle 221 adjacent to the approxi 
mately tubular portion 261. In such embodiments, the 
approximately tubular portion 261 is typically constructed of 
a semi-rigid material and may extend along the longitudinal 
axis of the handle 221 a distance greater than that illustrated 
in FIG. 6. For example, the approximately tubular portion 
261 may extend a distance corresponding to the additional 
length of the fastening portion 265 illustrated in FIG. 6. In 
other embodiments, the approximately tubular portion 261 
may have one or more slits (not illustrated) that extend from 
the open end of and generally along a portion of the 
longitudinal axis of the approximately tubular portion 261. 
The slit or slits may be used to enlarge the open end of the 
approximately tubular portion 261 in order that the approxi 
mately tubular portion 261 may ?t over the end of the handle 
221. In still other embodiments, other sleeve attachment 
means may be utiliZed to removably attach the sleeve 
member 260 to the handle 221 of the ?rst golf club 220. For 
example, the sleeve attachment means may also be com 
prised of clasps, clamps, clips, snaps, or combinations of 
such means. 

[0033] The magnet 262 is disposed in the sleeve cap 
portion 263, as is illustrated in FIG. 6. Although the illus 
trated magnet 262 is approximately disc-shaped, the magnet 
262 may be of almost any other shape or siZe (or both) in 
other embodiments, as long as the magnet 262 ?ts Within or 
partially Within the sleeve cap portion 263 and has the 
requisite magnetic ?eld strength. The magnet 262 may 
generally have any of the structures, features, characteristics 
and operation as the magnets 22 described above and 
illustrated in connection With FIG. 1 through FIG. 3. As 
described above and illustrated in connection With the 
magnet 22 of FIG. 1 through FIG. 3, the magnet 262 must 
be capable of producing a magnetic ?eld adequate to lift a 
portion of a second golf club (not illustrated) in substantially 
the same manner as the magnet 22 described above and 
illustrated in connection With FIG. 1 through FIG. 3 is used 
to lift a portion of the second golf club 50 above the surface 
16, as illustrated in FIG. 3. Preferably, the magnetic ?eld 
strength of the magnet 262 is in the range from 3,500 gauss 
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to 5,500 gauss, as measured at the surface of the magnet 262. 
More preferably, the magnet 262 is a disc-shaped (18 mm 
diameter><3 mm thickness) magnet comprised of a Neody 
mium Iron Boron compound With a Nickel coating and 
having a magnetic ?eld strength of 5,500 gauss. It is to be 
noted that the magnet 262 need not be completely embedded 
Within the sleeve cap portion 263. Instead, a portion of the 
magnet 262 may be positioned on the surface of the sleeve 
cap portion 263 or possibly extend beyond such surface to 
a position outside of the sleeve cap portion 263. This may be 
the case Where the magnet 262 is used for ornamental or 
other decorative purposes in conjunction With the sleeve 
member 260. In addition, the magnet 262 may be attached 
to the sleeve cap portion 263 using any suitable means. For 
example, the magnet 262 may be attached to the sleeve cap 
portion 263 by Welding, fusing, adhesives, glues, epoxies, 
clamps, clasps, pins, screWs, bolts, nuts, or other fasteners or 
combinations of such means. 

[0034] The sleeve member 260 may generally be con 
structed using any suitable means. For example, in the 
illustrated embodiment, the approximately tubular portion 
261 (except for the strap 266) and part of the sleeve cap 
portion 263 may be fabricated of silicone by injection 
molding or other means, With the included part of the sleeve 
cap portion 263 having an indentation in the end thereof that 
is adapted to receive the magnet 262. The magnet 262 may 
be placed into the indentation and be attached to the sleeve 
cap portion 263 using an adhesive. A cap portion (not 
illustrated) may then be placed over the magnet 262 at the 
end of the sleeve cap portion 263, Which cap portion may be 
attached to the remainder of the sleeve cap portion 263 by 
an adhesive. The strap 266 may be fabricated of a nylon 
fabric, With the hook and loop-type fasteners attached to the 
strap 266 by an adhesive. The strap 266 may then be 
attached to the remainder of the fastening portion 265 by 
stitching. 
[0035] In the embodiment of the second version of the 
present invention illustrated in FIG. 6, the appliance 210 
further comprises tWo golf ball markers 230 and a golf ball 
retriever 240. In this second version of the present invention, 
the tWo golf ball markers 230 and the golf ball retriever 240 
may have substantially the same structure, features, charac 
teristics and operation as the golf ball markers 30 and golf 
ball retriever 40 described above and illustrated in connec 
tion With FIG. 1 through FIG. 5B. In addition, the operation 
of the sleeve member 260, as it is removably attached to the 
?rst golf club 220 in the manner described above and 
illustrated in connection With FIG. 6, in conjunction With the 
tWo ball markers 230, the golf ball retriever 240, and a 
second golf club (not illustrated), is substantially the same as 
the operation of the ?rst golf club 20 in conjunction With the 
ball markers 30, the golf ball retriever 40, and the second 
golf club 50, as described above and illustrated in connec 
tion With FIG. 1 through FIG. 5B. Thus, the appliance 210 
may be used in substantially the same manner as the 
appliance 10 described above and illustrated in connection 
With FIG. 1 through FIG. 5B. For example, the appliance 
210 may be used With or Without the ball markers 230 or the 
golf ball retriever 240, or both, or may be used With any of 
the prescribed number of ball markers 230. Prior to using the 
appliance 210, hoWever, the sleeve member 260 is remov 
ably attached to the end of the handle 221 of the ?rst golf 
club 220 by placing the sleeve member 260 over the end of 
the handle 221, and then removably fastening the sleeve 
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member 260 to the handle using the sleeve attachment 
means. When use of the sleeve member 260 is no longer 
desired, the sleeve member 260 may be removed from the 
?rst golf club 220 by unfastening the sleeve attachment 
means and then removing the sleeve member 260 from the 
handle 221 of the ?rst golf club 220. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An appliance for use in playing the game of golf, the 

appliance comprising: 

(a) a ?rst golf club; and 

(b) a magnet disposed approximately at the end of the 
handle of the ?rst golf club, Wherein the magnet has 
magnetic ?eld strength adequate to hold a portion of a 
second golf club approximately adjacent to the magnet 
against the force of the earth’s gravity, so that the 
portion of the second golf club can be raised above a 
surface by the end of the handle of the ?rst golf club by 
means of the magnetic attraction betWeen the magnet 
and the portion of the second golf club. 

2. The appliance of claim 1, Wherein the magnetic ?eld 
strength of the magnet at its surface is in the range from 
3,500 gauss to 5,500 gauss. 

3. The appliance of claim 1, Wherein: 

(a) the appliance further comprises at least one ball 
marker, Wherein the at least one ball marker is further 
comprised of a magnetic portion, Which is further 
comprised of material having magnetic properties or a 
material that is subject to magnetic attraction by mate 
rials having magnetic properties or a combination of 
such materials; and 

(b) the at least one ball marker may be removably attached 
to the end of the ?rst golf club by means of the 
magnetic attraction betWeen the magnetic portion of the 
at least one ball marker and the magnet disposed 
approximately at the end of the handle of the ?rst golf 
club. 

4. The appliance of claim 3, Wherein the at least one ball 
marker is shaped approximately as a circular disc. 

5. The appliance of claim 3, Wherein the at least one ball 
marker is further comprised of a nonmagnetic portion, 
Which is further comprised of a material that does not have 
magnetic properties and is not subject to magnetic attraction. 

6. The appliance of claim 5, Wherein: 

(a) the at least one ball marker is shaped approximately as 
a circular disc having a ?rst circular surface and a 
second circular surface opposite the ?rst circular sur 
face; 

(b) the magnetic portion is shaped approximately as a 
circular disc having a diameter less than the diameter of 
the at least one ball marker and a thickness less than the 
thickness of the at least one ball marker; and 

(c) the magnetic portion is disposed in the at least one ball 
marker so that one surface of the magnetic portion 
forms a portion of the ?rst circular surface and the 
nonmagnetic portion is approximately annular in shape 
When vieWed from above the ?rst circular surface of the 
ball marker. 

7. The appliance of claim 1, further comprising the second 
golf club, Wherein: 
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(a) the portion of the second golf club held adjacent to the 
end of the handle of the ?rst golf club is the end of the 
handle of the second golf club; and 

(b) a magnet is disposed approximately at the end of the 
handle of the second golf club. 

8. An appliance for use in playing the game of golf, the 
appliance comprising a golf ball retriever, Which is further 
comprised of: 

(a) a base portion comprised of a material having mag 
netic properties or a material that is subject to magnetic 
attraction by materials having magnetic properties or a 
combination of such materials, Wherein the base por 
tion may be removably attached to the end of a handle 
of a golf club by means of magnetic attraction betWeen 
the base portion and a magnet disposed approximately 
at the end of the handle of the golf club; and 

(b) a catch portion disposed adjacent to and extending 
from the base portion, Wherein: 

(i) the catch portion is comprised of at least tWo arm 
members; 

(ii) the at least tWo arm members have an arcuate shape 
and are approximately symmetrically spaced about 
the base portion; and 

(iii) the at least tWo arm members together are of a siZe 
and shape adapted to retrieve and hold a golf ball. 

9. The appliance of claim 8, Wherein the catch portion is 
comprised of at least tWo arm members, but not more than 
four arm members. 

10. The appliance of claim 8, Wherein the at least tWo arm 
members are further comprised of a plurality of raised rib 
portions disposed transversely across the surfaces of the at 
least tWo arm members that face the golf ball, Wherein the 
raised rib portions assist in holding the golf ball Within the 
catch portion. 

11. The appliance of claim 8, Wherein the at least tWo arm 
members are further comprised of a layer of a ?exible 
material disposed on the surfaces of the at least tWo arm 
members that face the golf ball, Wherein the ?exible material 
assists in holding the golf ball Within the catch portion. 

12. The appliance of claim 11, Wherein the ?exible 
material is rubber, neoprene, or silicone. 

13. The appliance of claim 8, Wherein: 

(a) the appliance further comprises at least one ball 
marker, Wherein the at least one ball marker is further 
comprised of a magnetic portion constructed from a 
material having magnetic properties or a material that 
is subject to magnetic attraction by materials having 
magnetic properties or a combination of such materials; 
and 

(b) the at least one ball marker may be removably 
disposed betWeen the end of the handle of the golf club 
and the base portion of the golf ball retriever and is held 
in place by means of the magnetic attraction betWeen 
the magnetic portion of the at least one ball marker and 
the base portion or the magnet disposed approximately 
at the end of the handle of the golf club or both. 

14. An appliance for use in playing the game of golf, the 
appliance comprising a golf ball retriever, Which is further 
comprised of: 
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(a) a base portion comprised of a material having mag 
netic properties, Wherein the base portion may be 
removably attached to a portion of a golf club by means 
of magnetic attraction betWeen the base portion and the 
portion of the golf club, Wherein the portion of the golf 
club is comprised of a material having magnetic prop 
erties or a material that is subject to magnetic attraction 
by materials having magnetic properties or a combina 
tion of such materials; and 

(b) a catch portion disposed adjacent to and extending 
from the base portion, Wherein: 

(i) the catch portion is comprised of at least tWo arm 
members; 

(ii) the at least tWo arm members have an arcuate shape 
and are approximately symmetrically spaced about 
the base portion; and 

(iii) the at least tWo arm members together are of a siZe 
and shape adapted to retrieve and hold a golf ball. 

15. An appliance for use in playing the game of golf, the 
appliance comprising: 

(a) a ?rst golf club having a magnet disposed approxi 
mately at the end of the handle of the ?rst golf club, 
Wherein the magnet has magnetic ?eld strength 
adequate to hold a portion of a second golf club 
approximately adjacent to the magnet against the force 
of the earth’s gravity, so that the portion of the second 
golf club can be raised above a surface by the end of the 
handle of the ?rst golf club by means of the magnetic 
attraction betWeen the magnet and the portion of the 
second golf club; and 

(b) a golf ball retriever, Wherein: 

(i) the golf ball retriever is comprised of a material 
having magnetic properties or a material that is 
subject to magnetic attraction by materials having 
magnetic properties or a combination of such mate 
rials; and 

(ii) the golf ball retriever is removably attached to the 
end of the ?rst golf club by means of the magnetic 
attraction betWeen the golf ball retriever and the 
magnet disposed approximately at the end of the 
handle of the ?rst golf club. 

16. The appliance of claim 15, Wherein the magnetic ?eld 
strength of the magnet at its surface is in the range from 
3,500 gauss to 5,500 gauss. 

17. The appliance of claim 15, Wherein the golf ball 
retriever is comprised of: 

(a) a base portion comprised of a material having mag 
netic properties or a material that is subject to magnetic 
attraction by materials having magnetic properties or a 
combination of such materials, Wherein the base por 
tion is removably attached to the end of the handle of 
the ?rst golf club; and 

(b) a catch portion disposed adjacent to and extending 
from the base portion, Wherein: 

(i) the catch portion is comprised of at least tWo arm 
members; 

(ii) the at least tWo arm members have an arcuate shape 
and are approximately symmetrically spaced about 
the base portion; and 
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(iii) the at least tWo arm members together are of a siZe 
and shape adapted to retrieve and hold a golf ball. 

18. The appliance of claim 17, Wherein the at least tWo 
arm members are further comprised of a plurality of raised 
rib portions disposed transversely across the surfaces of the 
at least tWo arm members that face the golf ball, Wherein the 
raised rib portions assist in holding the golf ball Within the 
catch portion. 

19. The appliance of claim 17, Wherein the at least tWo 
arm members are further comprised of a layer of a ?exible 
material disposed on the surfaces of the tWo arm members 
that face the golf ball, Wherein the ?exible material assists 
in holding the golf ball Within the catch portion. 

20. The appliance of claim 19, Wherein the material is 
rubber, neoprene, or silicone. 

21. The appliance of claim 15, Wherein: 

(a) the appliance further comprises at least one ball 
marker, Wherein the at least one ball marker is further 
comprised of a magnetic portion constructed from a 
material having magnetic properties or a material that 
is subject to magnetic attraction by materials having 
magnetic properties or a combination of such materials; 
and 

(b) the at least one ball marker is removably disposed 
betWeen the end of the handle of the ?rst golf club and 
the base portion of the golf ball retriever and is held in 
place by means of the magnetic attraction betWeen the 
magnetic portion of the at least one ball marker and the 
base portion or the magnet disposed approximately at 
the end of the handle of the ?rst golf club or both. 

22. The appliance of claim 21, Wherein the at least one 
ball marker is shaped approximately as a circular disc. 

23. An appliance for use in playing the game of golf, the 
appliance comprising: 

(a) a sleeve member, Which is further comprised of: 

(i) an approximately tubular portion of a siZe and shape 
adapted to ?t over and enclose a portion of the end 
of the handle of a ?rst golf club; 

(ii) a sleeve cap portion disposed at one end of the 
approximately tubular portion; and 

(iii) a magnet disposed in the sleeve cap portion, 
Wherein the magnet has magnetic ?eld strength 
adequate to hold a portion of a second golf club 
approximately adjacent to the magnet against the 
force of the earth’s gravity, so that the portion of the 
second golf club can be raised above a surface by the 
sleeve member by means of the magnetic attraction 
betWeen the magnet and the portion of the second 
golf club; and 

(b) sleeve attachment means to removably attach the 
sleeve member to the end of the handle of the ?rst golf 
club. 

24. The appliance of claim 23, Wherein the magnetic ?eld 
strength of the magnet at its surface is in the range from 
3,500 gauss to 5,500 gauss. 

25. The appliance of claim 23, Wherein the sleeve attach 
ment means is comprised of a strap attached to the approxi 
mately tubular portion, Wherein the strap has tWo ends and 
the ends are removably attached together using hook and 
loop fasteners. 
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26. The appliance of claim 23, wherein the sleeve member 
is comprised of a semi-rigid material and the sleeve attach 
ment means is comprised of friction between the approxi 
mately tubular portion and the exterior surface of the handle 
of the ?rst golf club that is adjacent to the interior surface of 
the approximately tubular portion. 

27. The appliance of claim 23, Wherein: 

(a) the appliance further comprises at least one ball 
marker, Wherein the at least one ball marker is further 
comprised of a magnetic portion, Which is further 
comprised of material having magnetic properties or a 
material that is subject to magnetic attraction by mate 
rials having magnetic properties or a combination of 
such materials; and 

(b) the at least one ball marker may be removably attached 
to the end of the sleeve cap portion of the sleeve 
member by means of the magnetic attraction betWeen 
the magnetic portion of each ball marker and the 
magnet disposed in the sleeve cap portion of the sleeve 
member. 

28. The appliance of claim 27, Wherein the at least one 
ball marker is shaped approximately as a circular disc. 

29. The appliance of claim 27, Wherein: 

(a) the at least one ball marker is further comprised of a 
nonmagnetic portion, Which is further comprised of a 
material that does not have magnetic properties and is 
not subject to magnetic attraction; 

(b) the at least one ball marker is shaped approximately as 
a circular disc having a ?rst circular surface and a 
second circular surface opposite the ?rst circular sur 
face; 

(c) the magnetic portion is shaped approximately as a 
circular disc having a diameter less than the diameter of 
the at least one ball marker and a thickness less than the 
thickness of the at least one ball marker; and 

(d) the magnetic portion is disposed in the at least one ball 
marker so that one surface of the magnetic portion 
forms a portion of the ?rst circular surface and the 
nonmagnetic portion is approximately annular in shape 
When vieWed from above the ?rst circular surface of the 
at least one ball marker. 

30. The appliance of claim 23, Wherein the appliance 
further comprises the ?rst golf club. 

31. The appliance of claim 23, further comprising the 
second golf club, Wherein: 

(a) the portion of the second golf club held adjacent to the 
end of the handle of the ?rst golf club is the end of the 
handle of the second golf club; and 

(b) a magnet is disposed approximately at the end of the 
handle of the second golf club. 

32. The appliance of claim 23, further comprising the 
second golf club and a second sleeve member removably 
attached to the end of the handle of the second golf club by 
sleeve attachment means, Wherein: 

(a) the portion of the second golf club held adjacent to the 
sleeve member of the ?rst golf club is the second sleeve 
member removably attached to the end of the handle of 
the second golf club by the sleeve attachment means; 
and 
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(b) the second sleeve member is further comprised of: 

(i) a second approximately tubular portion of a siZe and 
shape adapted to ?t over and enclose a portion of the 
end of the handle of the second golf club; 

(ii) a second sleeve cap portion disposed at one end of 
the second approximately tubular portion; and 

(iii) a second magnet disposed in the second sleeve cap 
portion, Wherein the second magnet has magnetic 
?eld strength adequate to hold a portion of a third 
golf club approximately adjacent to the second mag 
net against the force of the earth’s gravity, so that the 
portion of the third golf club can be raised above a 
surface by the second sleeve member by means of 
the magnetic attraction betWeen the second magnet 
and the portion of the third golf club. 

33. An appliance for use in playing the game of golf, the 
appliance comprising: 

(a) a sleeve member, Which is further comprised of: 

(i) an approximately tubular portion of a siZe and shape 
adapted to ?t over and enclose a portion of the end 
of the handle of a ?rst golf club; 

(ii) a sleeve cap portion disposed at one end of the 
approximately tubular portion; and 

(ii) a magnet disposed in the sleeve cap portion, 
Wherein the magnet has magnetic ?eld strength 
adequate to hold a portion of a second golf club 
approximately adjacent to the magnet against the 
force of the earth’s gravity, so that the portion of the 
second golf club can be raised above a surface by the 
sleeve member by means of the magnetic attraction 
betWeen the magnet and the portion of the second 
golf club; 

(b) sleeve attachment means to removably attach the 
sleeve member to the end of the handle of the ?rst golf 
club; and 

(c) a golf ball retriever, Wherein: 

(i) the golf ball retriever is comprised of a material 
having magnetic properties or a material that is 
subject to magnetic attraction by materials having 
magnetic properties or a combination of such mate 
rials; and 

(ii) the golf ball retriever is removably attached to the 
cap portion of the sleeve member by means of the 
magnetic attraction betWeen the golf ball retriever 
and the magnet disposed in the sleeve cap portion of 
the sleeve member. 

34. The appliance of claim 33, Wherein the magnetic ?eld 
strength of the magnet at its surface is in the range from 
3,500 gauss to 5,500 gauss. 

35. The appliance of claim 33, Wherein the sleeve attach 
ment means is comprised of a strap attached to the approxi 
mately tubular portion, Wherein the strap has tWo ends and 
the ends are removably attached together using hook and 
loop fasteners. 

36. The appliance of claim 33, Wherein the sleeve member 
is comprised of a semi-rigid material and the sleeve attach 
ment means is comprised of friction betWeen the approxi 
mately tubular portion and the exterior surface of the handle 




