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(57) ABSTRACT 

Living body inspection apparatus Which concurrently carries 
out proper measurement of movement of a living body and 
measurement of a magnetic ?eld emanating from the living 
body. It includes a movement sensor Which includes mag 
netic ?eld generating means for generating a magnetic ?eld 
and magnetic ?eld receiving means attached to a living body 
for receiving the magnetic ?eld and measures movement of 
the living body based on the magnetic ?eld emitted from the 
magnetic ?eld generating means and received by the mag 
netic ?eld receiving means. It also includes: a SQUID 
magnetometer Which receives a biomagnetic ?eld emanating 
from the living body; analyzing means Which analyzes 
measurement data obtained by the movement sensor and the 
SQUID magnetometer; and display means Which outputs a 
result of analysis made by the analyzing means. The mag 
netic ?eld generating means is ?xed in a prescribed position 
relative to the SQUID magnetometer. 
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LIVING BODY INSPECTION APPARATUS 

CLAIM OF PRIORITY 

[0001] The present application claims priority from Japa 
nese application JP 2005-216534 ?led on Jul. 26, 2005, the 
content of Which is hereby incorporated by reference into 
this application. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to living body inspec 
tion apparatus Which measures the motor function of a living 
body and more particularly to living body inspection appa 
ratus Which concurrently carries out measurement of the 
movement of a living body and measurement of a magnetic 
?eld emanating from the living body. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Parkinson’s disease is an incurable disease Which 
develops a lesion in the substantia nigra or striate body 
Within the brain Which controls a movement, and causes 
ataxia of involuntary movement such as Walking. Also, since 
it is a progressive disease, it is said that the patient becomes 
bedridden if the disease is untreated for about ten years. 
Thus, early diagnosis and treatment are needed. 

[0004] HoWever, Parkinson’s disease has no pathogno 
monic signs Which can be detected by a blood test or existing 
diagnostic imaging methods such as CT and MRI though it 
is a brain disease, and at the moment, the severity (progres 
sion stage) of the disease state is determined according to 
speci?c clinical manifestations (tremor, rigidity, akinesia, 
postural instability, etc.) and the patient’s complaint. In the 
above diagnostic method, it is dif?cult to quantitatively 
evaluate the severity of the disease state, and suf?cient 
information for appropriate medications cannot be obtained. 

[0005] Conventionally, biomagnetic ?eld equipment 
Which uses a SQUID (Superconducting Quantum Interfer 
ence Device) magnetometer has been used to measure a 
Weak biomagnetic ?eld (measured magnetic ?eld is called a 
cardiac magnetic ?eld or brain magnetic ?eld) generated by 
a How of ions Which is caused by myocardial activity in a 
living body (muscular activity in general) or neuron activity 
in the brain. 

[0006] Various biological information can be obtained by 
analysis of magnetic ?elds measured by biomagnetic ?eld 
measuring equipment. For example, a brain magnetometer 
(magnetoencephalograph) can be used to measure sponta 
neous brain magnetic ?elds generated spontaneously in a 
subject, evoked brain magnetic ?elds evoked by electrical or 
mechanical stimulation given to a subject, movement-re 
lated brain magnetic ?elds generated by a subject’s move 
ment, and so on. 

[0007] Although event-related brain magnetic ?elds 
(including the abovementioned evoked and movement-re 
lated magnetic ?elds) except spontaneous brain magnetic 
?elds are usually Weaker than spontaneous brain magnetic 
?elds, the S/N (Signal/Noise) ratio can be improved by 
giving the subject a stimulus or task repeatedly and aver 
aging repeated brain magnetic ?eld data thus generated. The 
use of such a brain magnetometer is expected to contribute 
to progress in diagnosis and studies of brain diseases such as 
Parkinson’s disease. 
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[0008] With this background, biomagnetic ?eld measuring 
equipment for diagnosis of Parkinson’s disease in Which a 
simple device for button tapping movements is provided and 
brain magnetic ?elds generated by tapping movements are 
measured over time has been disclosed in the folloWing 
article: Yoshino K., Takagi K., Nomura T., Sati S., and 
Tonoike M. MEG responses during rhythmic ?nger tapping 
in humans to phasic stimulation and their interpretation 
based on neural mechanisms. “Biological Cybernetics”, 86, 
pp. 483-496. 2002. This biomagnetic ?eld measuring equip 
ment evaluates ?nger movements as digital on/olf informa 
tion and measures brain magnetic ?elds generated by ?nger 
movements. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0009] HoWever, according to the equipment disclosed in 
the above article, no information With respect to ?nger 
movements other than digital on/olf information can be 
acquired, thereby making it impossible to properly deter 
mine the poomess of ?nger movements Which is a symptom 
speci?c to Parkinson’s disease. Therefore, even if button 
tapping movements are not uniform (for example, the open 
ing distance betWeen ?ngers differs, the tapping speed 
differs, a tremor occurs during tapping, or the like), aver 
aging operation is performed on brain magnetic ?eld data 
corresponding to all movements. 

[0010] Therefore, an object of the present invention is to 
provide equipment Which concurrently carries out proper 
measurement of the movement of a living body and mea 
surement of a magnetic ?eld emanating from the living 
body. 

[0011] In order to achieve the above object, according to 
one aspect of the present invention, living body inspection 
apparatus includes a movement sensor Which has magnetic 
?eld generating means for generating a magnetic ?eld and 
magnetic ?eld receiving means attached to a living body for 
receiving the magnetic ?eld and measures movement of the 
living body based on the magnetic ?eld emitted from the 
magnetic ?eld generating means and received by the mag 
netic ?eld receiving means. It also includes a SQUID 
magnetometer Which receives a biomagnetic ?eld emanating 
from the living body; analyZing means Which analyZes 
measurement data obtained by the movement sensor and the 
SQUID magnetometer; and display means Which outputs a 
result of analysis made by the analyZing means. Here, the 
magnetic ?eld generating means is ?xed in a prescribed 
position relative to the SQUID magnetometer. 

[0012] This constitution makes it possible to measure the 
movement of a subject properly and perform averaging 
operation based on brain magnetic ?eld data corresponding 
to uniform movement. Consequently, the relation betWeen 
the brain and movement of a patient With a brain disorder 
such as Parkinson’s disease can be evaluated properly. 

[0013] Other aspects of the invention Will be apparent 
from the folloWing description in this speci?cation. 

[0014] According to the present invention, proper mea 
surement of the movement of a living body and measure 
ment of a magnetic ?eld emanating from the living body can 
be carried out concurrently. 



US 2007/0038067 A1 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0015] FIG. 1 is a perspective external vieW of living body 
inspection apparatus according to a ?rst embodiment of the 
invention; 
[0016] FIG. 2 is a block diagram shoWing the general 
structure of the living body inspection apparatus according 
to the ?rst embodiment; 

[0017] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of an array of SQUID 
magnetometers; 

[0018] FIG. 4 is a perspective vieW of the structure of a 
SQUID magnetometer; 

[0019] FIGS. 5A and 5B are top vieWs illustrating the 
positional relationship betWeen a subj ect’s head and SQUID 
magnetometers Where FIG. 5A shoWs a left temporal mea 
suring Zone and FIG. 5B shoWs a right temporal measuring 
Zone; 

[0020] FIGS. 6A, 6B, and 6C are perspective vieWs of 
different ?xing means Where FIG. 6A shoWs the use of an 
adhesive agent, FIG. 6B shoWs the use of a ?at plate, and 
FIG. 6C shoWs a transmitter coil embedded in a bed; 

[0021] FIG. 7 is a block diagram shoWing the structure of 
a movement sensor controller; 

[0022] FIGS. 8A and 8B illustrate the process in Which 
averaging means in the ?rst embodiment performs averaging 
operation on brain magnetic data and generates brain mag 
netic Waveforms Where FIG. 8A shoWs a distance Waveform 
and FIG. 8B concerns brain magnetic data; 

[0023] FIGS. 9A, 9B, and 9C shoW data measured by the 
living body inspection apparatus according to the ?rst 
embodiment Where FIG. 9A shoWs a distance Waveform, 
FIG. 9B shoWs superimposed brain magnetic Waveforms, 
and FIG. 9C is a current arroW map; 

[0024] FIG. 10 is a perspective external vieW of living 
body inspection apparatus according to a second embodi 
ment of the invention; 

[0025] FIGS. 11A and 11B illustrate the process in Which 
averaging means in the second embodiment performs aver 
aging operation on brain magnetic data to generate a brain 
magnetic Waveform Where FIG. 11A concerns a synchro 
niZing signal and FIG. 11B shoWs a distance Waveform; 

[0026] FIG. 12 illustrates a case that measurement is made 
using an electrocardiograph along With the living body 
inspection apparatus; and 

[0027] FIG. 13 illustrates a variation of a movement 
sensor. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0028] Next, preferred embodiments of the present inven 
tion Will be described in detail With reference to the accom 
panying draWings. 

First Embodiment 

[0029] The ?rst embodiment measures the motor function 
of a subject by letting the subject do tapping quickly. 
Speci?cally, the subject is instructed to do tapping, or 
putting together the fore?nger and the thumb as quickly as 
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possible, and the ?nger movement and the magnetic ?eld 
emanating from the brain during tapping are measured. 

[0030] FIG. 1 is a perspective external vieW of living body 
inspection apparatus according to the ?rst embodiment; and 
FIG. 2 is a block diagram shoWing the general structure of 
the living body inspection apparatus according to the ?rst 
embodiment. 

[0031] As shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2, living body inspection 
apparatus 1 includes: a brain magnetic ?eld measuring 
section 2 Which measures Weak magnetic ?elds emanating 
from the brain of a subject 7; a movement measuring section 
3 Which measures ?nger movements of the subject 7; a 
living body analyZing section 4 Which records and analyZes 
measurement data obtained by the brain magnetic ?eld 
measuring section 2 and the movement measuring section 3; 
an output section 5 Which outputs measurement results and 
analysis results; and an input section 6 Which is used to enter 
information of the subject 7. 

[0032] Here, the subject 7 is an object Which is measured 
by the brain magnetic ?eld measuring section 2 and the 
movement measuring section 3. As it makes a movement, 
electric activity occurs inside it. In other Words, in this 
embodiment, the subject 7 is a living body such as an animal 
or a human being. 

[0033] The subject 7 lies doWn on a bed 9 for supporting 
the subject 7, installed in a magnetically shielded room 8 
Which eliminates the in?uence of environmental magnetic 
noise. Referring to FIG. 1, the bed 9 is movable so that its 
position can be adjusted, but during measurement it is ?xed 
on the ?oor. Here, an orthogonal coordinate system (x, y, Z) 
(magnetic ?eld components are expressed by Bx, By, and 
B2) is established so that the xy plane coincides With the 
plane of the bed 9. The bed 9 need not be horiZontal. 

[0034] In this embodiment, raW data obtained by the brain 
magnetic ?eld measuring section 2 is called “brain magnetic 
data” and brain magnetic data averaged by the living body 
analyZing section 4 is called “brain magnetic Waveform. 

[Brain Magnetic Field Measuring Section] 
[0035] The brain magnetic ?eld measuring section 2 
acquires brain magnetic data by measuring brain magnetic 
?elds emanating from the subject 7 in time series. For 
example, the brain magnetic ?eld measuring section 2 may 
be a biomagnetic ?eld measuring device such as a magne 
toencephalograph Which is commonly used. 

[0036] The brain magnetic ?eld measuring section 2 is 
mainly composed of: a deWar 23 Which incorporates a 
plurality of SQUID magnetometers 21 (FIG. 2) for detecting 
Weak brain magnetic ?elds; and a brain magnetic controller 
22 Which controls the SQUID magnetometers 21. 

[0037] The deWar 23 is intended to cool the SQUID 
magnetometers 21 to a cryogenic temperature to maintain a 
superconductive state and inside the deWar 23, each SQUID 
magnetometer 21 is surrounded by refrigerant such as liquid 
helium or liquid nitrogen. In order to prevent in?ltration of 
heat from outside, a vacuum layer is formed betWeen the 
outer Wall of the deWar 23 and the refrigerant. The deWar 23 
is located above the head of the subject 7 and supported by 
a gantry 24 standing erect from the ?oor. 

[0038] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW shoWing an array of 
SQUID magnetometers 21. The SQUID magnetometers 2 
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are sensors Which measure the magnetic ?eld component 
(BZ) perpendicular to a body surface. As shoWn in FIG. 3, 
a plurality of SQUID magnetometers 21 stand vertical on the 
inner Wall of the bottom of the deWar 23 (FIG. 1) along the 
Z direction. The plural SQUID magnetometers 21 are 
equally spaced in the x and y directions so as to detect 
magnetic change With distance accurately. In this embodi 
ment, for example, the distance betWeen SQUID magne 
tometers 21 is 25 mm and the number of SQUID magne 
tometers 21 is 64 (channels) Where they are arranged in an 
8x8 array pattern. 

[0039] FIG. 4 is a perspective vieW shoWing the structure 
of a SQUID magnetometer 21. As shoWn in FIG. 4, the 
SQUID magnetometer 21 includes a primary differential coil 
211 and a SQUID 212. 

[0040] The primary differential coil 211 consists of a 
detection coil 21111 which is located nearer to the subject 7 
(FIG. 1), and a reference coil 2111) Which is located more 
remotely from the subject 7 than the detection coil 211a and 
mainly detects external magnetic ?eld noise. The Winding 
direction of the detection coil 21111 is opposite to that of the 
reference coil 21119 and the faces of the coils 211a and 21b 
are oriented in the Z direction. In this embodiment, for 
example, the coil diameter is 20 mm and the distance 
baseline Which represents the interval betWeen coils is 50 
mm. External magnetic ?eld noise emanates from a signal 
source remoter than the subject 7 and this noise is detected 
by the detection coil 211a and reference coil 211b in the 
same Way. On the other hand, since a signal from the subject 
7 is nearer to the coils 211a and 2111) than external magnetic 
?eld noise, the detection coil 211a detects it as a more 
intense signal. Therefore, a high S/N ratio is achieved by 
taking the difference betWeen magnetic forces detected by 
both the coils 211a and 21119. 

[0041] The material of the primary differential coil 211 is, 
for example, superconducting Wires such as niobium tita 
nium (NbiTi) Wires. The primary differential coil (gradi 
ometer coil) 211 transmits the detection result as a magnetic 
?ux to the SQUID 212 so that high sensitive magnetic 
detection is achieved. 

[0042] The SQUID 212 is a combination of SQUIDs each 
made up of a Josephson device coupled With a supercon 
ducting ring and a knoWn device may be used for it. The 
SQUID 212 is connected With the brain magnetic controller 
22. 

[0043] FIGS. 5A and 5B are top vieWs illustrating the 
positional relation betWeen the head of the subject 7 and the 
SQUID magnetometers Where FIG. 5A shoWs measurement 
of the left temporal and FIG. 5B shoWs measurement of the 
right temporal. The subject 7 turns his/her head to the right 
and left respectively. The position of the SQUID magne 
tometers 21 as shoWn in FIGS. 5A and 5B is just one 
example and it can be adjusted as appropriate so that the area 
to be measured comes in the center of the measuring Zone. 

[0044] As shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2, the brain magnetic 
controller 22 acquires brain magnetic data by controlling the 
SQUID magnetometers 21. The brain magnetic controller 22 
is usually located outside the magnetically shielded room 8 
in order to reduce noise detected by the SQUID magnetom 
eters 21. 
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[0045] Next, the process in Which the brain magnetic 
controller 22 acquires brain magnetic data is explained 
referring to FIG. 2. 

[0046] As shoWn in FIG. 2, output from the SQUID 
magnetometers 21 enters an FLL (Flux Locked Loop) circuit 
221 of the brain magnetic controller 22. The FFL circuit 221 
lets a current ?oW through a feedback coil to cancel change 
in biomagnetic signals entering the SQUID 212 in order to 
maintain output of the SQUID 212 constant. The current 
Which ?oWs through the feedback coil is converted into a 
voltage, Which is then outputted to an ampli?er circuit 222, 
as a voltage proportional to change in brain magnetic 
signals. 

[0047] This output voltage is ampli?ed by the ampli?er 
circuit 222 and ?ltered by a ?lter circuit 223 for frequency 
bandWidth selection, before it is outputted to the living body 
analyZing section 4. 

[Movement Measuring Section] 
[0048] As shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2, the movement mea 
suring section 3 detects movement of the subject 7 in time 
series and acquires, as Waveform data, movement informa 
tion of the subject 7 related to at least one of the folloWing 
factors: distance, velocity, acceleration, and jerk. For the 
movement measuring section 3, a magnetic sensor type 
tapping device disclosed in JP-A No. 95197/2005 may be 
used. If a magnetic sensor type tapping device is used, 
output voltage can be directly used as it is, or Without being 
translated into distance-related data. 

[0049] The movement measuring section 3 is mainly com 
posed of: a movement sensor 31 consisting of a transmitter 
coil 311 for transmitting a magnetic ?eld and a receiver coil 
312 for receiving the magnetic ?eld; and a movement sensor 
controller 32. 

[0050] Referring to FIG. 1, the transmitter coil 311 is put 
under a thumb, and the receiver coil 312 is put on an upper 
portion of a fore?nger through a band 3120. It is desirable 
that the band 3120 be made of an elastically deformable 
material such as rubber or sponge so as to absorb ?nger siZe 
differences among individuals. 

[0051] The transmitter coil 311 is Wound on a coil attach 
ment member 311a, and connected to a current generation 
ampli?er 310 in the movement sensor controller 32. The 
receiver coil 312 is Wound on a coil attachment member 
31211 and connected to a preampli?er circuit 321 in the 
movement sensor controller 32. 

[0052] The transmitter coil 311 is ?xed on the bed 9 
through a ?xing means 311b, so that its distance relative to 
the SQUID magnetometers 21 (i.e. 211a and 21119) is kept 
constant (at a prescribed value) during measurement. This 
reduces loW frequency noise caused by magnetic ?eld 
variation Which Would occur With movement of the trans 
mitter coil 311 When the SQUID magnetometers 21 measure 
magnetic ?elds emanating from the patient 7. 

[0053] FIGS. 6A, 6B, and 6C are perspective vieWs shoW 
ing examples of the ?xing means 311b. 

[0054] The structure of the ?xing means 311!) is not 
limited as far as the coil attachment member 31111 on Which 
the transmitter coil 311 is Wound can be ?xed on the bed 9 
(FIG. 1). One example of the ?xing means 311!) is as shoWn 
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in FIG. 6A Where it is bonded to the bed With an adhesive 
agent. Another example is as shown in FIG. 6B Where a ?at 
plate protruding from the coil attachment member 31111 is 
screwed on the bed 9. A further example is as shoWn in FIG. 
6C Where the transmitter coil 311 is embedded in a bottomed 
hole made in the bed 9. 

[0055] The ?xing means 311!) for ?xing the transmitter 
coil 311 may be such that its position can be adjusted as 
appropriate to alloW the subject to make a movement easily. 
Even in this case, the positional relationship With the SQUID 
magnetometers 21 should be constant during measurement. 

[0056] The ?nger Which is put on the transmitter coil 311 
and the ?nger that Wears the receiver coil 312 are not limited 
to the thumb and the fore?nger respectively, but the trans 
mitter coil 311 and the receiver coil 312 may be attached to 
any ?ngers. Also, their use is not limited to ?ngers but they 
may be attached to four limbs or be designed to measure 
total body movement. Even in this case, the transmitter coil 
311 is ?xed on the bed or the like and the transmitter coil 312 
is attached to any desired body part of the subject so that the 
movement of the desired body part is easily measured. 

[0057] The movement sensor controller 32 (FIG. 2) con 
trols the movement sensor 31 and acquires Waveform data 
relating to ?nger movement through the movement sensor 
31. In order to reduce noise Which the SQUID magnetom 
eters 21 detect, it is desirable to install the movement sensor 
controller 32 outside the magnetically shielded room 8. 

[0058] FIG. 7 is a block diagram shoWing the structure of 
the movement sensor controller 32. The process in Which the 
movement sensor controller 32 acquires Waveform data is 
explained beloW referring to FIG. 7. 

[0059] As shoWn in FIG. 7, an AC voltage having a 
speci?c frequency (for example, 20 kHZ, etc.) is developed 
by an AC generator circuit 326. The AC voltage having the 
speci?c frequency Which has been developed by the AC 
generator circuit 326 is converted into an AC current having 
a speci?c frequency by a current generation ampli?er circuit 
327. The AC current that has been developed by the current 
generation ampli?er circuit 327 is alloWed to How in the 
transmitter coil 311. A magnetic ?eld that has been devel 
oped by the transmitter coil 311 develops an induced elec 
tromotive force Within the receiver coil 312. 

[0060] The developed induced electromotive force (hav 
ing the same frequency as that of the AC voltage having the 
speci?c frequency Which has been developed by the AC 
generator circuit 326) is ampli?ed by a preampli?er circuit 
321, and a signal that has been ampli?ed is sent to a detector 
circuit 304. 

[0061] In the detector circuit 322, since detection is made 
by a speci?c frequency or double frequency Which has been 
generated by the AC generator circuit 326, an output of the 
AC generator circuit 326 is connected to a reference signal 
input terminal of the detector circuit 322 as a reference 
signal 329 after being adjusted in phase by a phase adjuster 
circuit 328. 

[0062] Also, in the case of making detection by double 
frequency, a frequency Which is tWice as high as the speci?c 
frequency, the phase adjuster circuit 328 is not alWays 
required. For a simple circuit structure that makes detection 
by double frequency, the speci?c frequency of the AC 
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generator circuit 326 is doubled, and after the frequency is 
halved by a divider, the frequency is sent to the current 
generation ampli?er circuit 327. The signal having a fre 
quency tWice as high as the speci?c frequency of the AC 
generator circuit 326 is connected to the reference signal 
input terminal of the detector circuit 322 as the reference 
signal 329. 

[0063] The output of the detector circuit 322 passes 
through an LPF (loW-pass ?lter) circuit 323, and is then 
ampli?ed by an ampli?er 324 in order to obtain a desired 
voltage and the ampli?ed output 325 is sent to the living 
body analyZing section 4. The output 325 is a voltage 
corresponding to a relative distance D betWeen the receiver 
coil 312 and the transmitter coil 312 Which are put on a 
living body. 
[0064] Although the above explanation assumes that a 
magnetic sensor type tapping device is used as the move 
ment sensor 31, the movement sensor 31 is not limited 
thereto but may be in any form as far as it is capable of 
measuring movement by the use of generated magnetic 
?elds. For example, a knoWn, conventional device like a 
strain gauge or an accelerometer may be used as Well. 
HoWever, in any case, the positional relationship With the 
SQUID magnetometers 21 should be maintained constant. 

[Living Body AnalyZing Section] 
[0065] As shoWn in FIG. 2, the living body analyZing 
section 4 records and analyZes measurement data obtained 
by the brain magnetic ?eld measuring section 2 and the 
movement measuring section 3. 

[0066] The living body analyZing section 4 includes a 
magnetic ?eld measuring section interface 41, a movement 
measuring section interface 42 and a data processor 43. 

[0067] The brain magnetic ?eld measuring section inter 
face 41 and the movement measuring section interface 42, 
Which include, for example, an analog digital converter 
board (hereinafter referred to as “AD board”) as provided in 
a general computer, convert the brain magnetic data and 
movement-related Waveform data as analog signals detected 
by the brain magnetic ?eld measuring section 2 and move 
ment measuring section 3, into digital signals at a given 
sampling frequency, and send them to the data processor 43. 

[0068] The data processor 43 analyZes the motor function 
of the subject based on the data acquired by the brain 
magnetic ?eld measuring section interface 41 and the move 
ment measuring section interface 42 and output the analyZed 
motor function data to the output section 5 together With the 
information of the subject. 

[0069] The data processor 43 includes: movement Wave 
form generating means 431, averaging means 432, isomag 
netic chart generating means 433, current arroW map gen 
erating means 434, subject information processing means 
435, and output processing means 436. 

[0070] The data processor 43 includes a CPU (Central 
Processing Unit), a memory that is made up of a ROM (read 
only memory) or a RAM (random access memory), and a 
hard disk. The various means 431 to 436 in the data 
processor 43 are realiZed When a program or data stored in 
the memory or the hard disk is loaded in a computer (not 
shoWn). The CPU reads the program from the memory and 
executes arithmetic processing to perform various functions 
of the data processor 43. 
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[Movement Waveform Generating Means] 
[0071] The Waveform data that has been acquired from the 
movement measuring section 3 does not directly express a 
movement Waveform, but expresses a voltage output corre 
sponding to a movement Waveform. 

[0072] The movement Waveform generating means 431 
converts the Waveform data as a voltage output into a 
corresponding movement Waveform, and time-differentiates 
or time-integrates the converted movement Waveform to 
generate a distance Waveform, a velocity Waveform, an 
acceleration Waveform, and a jerk Waveform in a comple 
mentary manner. 

[0073] For example, a distance Waveform is as indicated 
by numeral 802 in FIG. 9A. 

[0074] A “movement Waveform” includes at least one of 
the folloWing types of Waveform unless otherWise speci?ed: 
distance Waveform, velocity Waveform, acceleration Wave 
form, and jerk Waveform. 

[0075] Even When a strain gauge or velocity meter is used 
for the movement measuring section 3, if at least one type 
of movement Waveform is measured, other types of move 
ment Waveform (distance, velocity, acceleration, jerk) can 
be obtained by differential and integral calculus in a comple 
mentary manner. 

[Averaging Means] 
[0076] The averaging means 432 extracts a region corre 
sponding to a speci?c movement from brain magnetic data 
and performs averaging operation on it to generate a brain 
magnetic Waveform. 

[0077] Next, the process in Which the averaging means 
432 in the ?rst embodiment performs averaging operation on 
brain magnetic data and generates a brain magnetic Wave 
form is explained referring to FIGS. 8A and 8B. 

[0078] First, the averaging means 432 extracts intersecting 
points (S1 to S6) at Which the movement Waveform shoWn in 
FIG. 8A intersects With a given threshold S. 

[0079] Then, the averaging means 432 compares Wave 
form regions before and after the extracted intersecting 
points (S l to S6) and extracts times (T1 to T3) of intersecting 
points Which are in a rising zone (an opening movement is 
underWay). Hereinafter these plural times are treated as 
additive synchronization points. 

[0080] The averaging means 432 superimposes these plu 
ral additive synchronization points (T1 to T3) on the brain 
magnetic data shoWn in FIG. 8B and extracts Waveform 
portions (P1 to P3) Which have a given time Width from the 
additive synchronizing points. 

[0081] Then, the averaging means 432 performs averaging 
operation on the extracted plural Waveform portions (P1 to 
P3) to obtain a single brain magnetic Waveform. 

[0082] From brain magnetic data obtained by all the 
SQUID magnetometers 21, brain magnetic Waveforms are 
generated in the same Way as mentioned above and a total 
of sixty-four brain magnetic Waveforms are obtained. One 
example of the result of superimposing the generated sixty 
four brain magnetic Waveforms is shoWn in FIG. 9B and this 
is used to evaluate the magnetic ?eld tendency of a measured 
body area as a Whole. 
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[0083] Thus, the averaging means 432 selects movements 
With reference to the threshold S and performs averaging 
operation only on uniform movements, so that movements 
are adequately related to biomagnetic ?elds. 

[Isomagnetic Chart Generating Means] 

[0084] The isomagnetic chart generating means 433 
extracts magnetic ?elds at speci?c times of brain magnetic 
Waveforms and connects equal magnetic ?elds to draW 
isomagnetic lines (generally called a magnetoencephalo 
gram, or MEG). These functions performed by the isomag 
netic chart generating means are knoWn in conventional 
brain magnetometers. 

[Current ArroW Map Generating Means] 

[0085] The current arroW map generating means 434 visu 
alizes a pseudo-current by partial differentiation of a mag 
netic ?eld (Bz) in the z direction perpendicular to the body 
along the x and y directions. 

[0086] The concrete partial differentiation method is 
expressed by the folloWing equations (1) and (2). 

[0087] Here, a current arroW Which represents a pseudo 
current is shoWn as an arroW (Ix, Iy) on the xy plane. 

[0088] FIG. 9C is a current arroW map shoWing brain 
magnetic Waveforms according to this embodiment. In FIG. 
9C, reference numeral 803 represents a measuring screen 
and reference numeral 805 represents the brain of the subject 
7. As shoWn in FIG. 9C, the current arroW map at time T1 
suggests that intensive currents have been detected in the 
somatosensory area in the vicinity of the top of the head. On 
the other hand, no currents have been detected in the 
auditory sensory area as shoWn at the bottom of the diag 
nosis screen 803. 

[0089] Thus, the current arroW map generating means 434 
quanti?es an electrophysiologic excitation transmission pro 
cess Without dipole estimation or displaying many isomag 
netic charts. 

[0090] Although the current arroW map method has been 
described as a method of making a current distribution 
diagram in this embodiment, the invention is not limited to 
the current arroW map method. For instance, a diagram 
similar to that in FIG. 9C can be draWn up using the 
minimum norm method or lead ?eld method. 

[Subject Information Processing Section] 

[0091] The subject information processing section 435 
(FIG. 2) is provided With a subject database (not shoWn) 
Which records such information as subject information and 
analysis results and manages information recorded in the 
subject database. 

[0092] More speci?cally, in the case of conducting 1) 
registration, correction, deletion, retrieval, and sorting of the 
subject information, 2) association of the subject informa 
tion With the measurement data, 3) registration, correction, 
and deletion of the analysis result of the measurement data 
(addition, correction, and deletion of items), and 4) statis 
tical processing, the subject information processing section 
435 processes main four items related to the registration, 
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correction, and deletion of the statistical processing results 
in conjunction With the subject database. 

[0093] Also, the subject information to be recorded in the 
subject database includes subject ID, name, birth date, age, 
body height, body Weight, disorder name, and comments on 
the subject. 

[0094] The information management as mentioned above 
can be readily made by the subject information processing 
section 435 using the conventional program and data con 
?guration. 

[0095] Also, a hard disk or the like may be used for the 
subject database. 

[Output Processing Means] 
[0096] The output processing means 436 displays infor 
mation recorded in the subject database such as subject 
information or analysis results on the output section 5 in a 
visually understandable manner, in the form of graphs or 
tables as appropriate. 

[0097] The output processing section 436 does not have to 
display all the above analysis results at the same time, and 
may display items that are selected by the operator as 
appropriate. 

[0098] The output section 5 outputs subject information 
and movement information Which are processed by the data 
processor 43 and may be embodied, for example, as an LCD 
(Liquid Crystal Display), CRT (Cathode Ray Tube) display, 
or printer. 

[0099] The input section 6 is intended to enable the 
operator (not shoWn) of the living body inspection apparatus 
1 to enter subject information, etc. and may be embodied as 
a keyboard, mouse or the like. When the operator enters 
subject information etc., an input screen may appear on the 
display as a user interface Which helps the operator make an 
entry. 

Second Embodiment 

[0100] Next, living body inspection apparatus according 
to the second embodiment Will be described referring to 
relevant draWings. In the second embodiment, the motor 
function of the subject is measured While the subject is 
tapping in response to sound stimulation. Concretely, the 
subject is instructed to make tapping movement by putting 
together his/her fore?nger and thumb in tune With sound 
issued from a sound stimulation device. 

[0101] In the description of the second embodiment given 
beloW, features characteristic thereof are described in detail 
but description of other features Which are the same as in the 
?rst embodiment is omitted. 

[0102] As shoWn in FIG. 10, living body inspection appa 
ratus 1 includes: a brain magnetic ?eld measuring section 2 
(FIG. 1) Which measures Weak magnetic ?elds emanating 
from the brain of the subject 7; a movement measuring 
section 3 (FIG. 1) Which measures ?nger movements of the 
subject 7; a living body analyzing section 4 Which records 
and analyzes measurement data obtained by the brain mag 
netic ?eld measuring section 2 and the movement measuring 
section 3; an output section 5 Which outputs measurement 
results and analysis results; an input section 6 Which is used 
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to enter information of the subject 7; and a sound stimulation 
device 203 Which gives a sound stimulus to the subject 7. 

[0103] The sound stimulation device 203 generates tone 
burst sound and sends it to the subject 7 and also generates 
a synchronizing signal 204 and sends it to the living body 
analyzing section 4. 

[0104] For example, the tone burst sound generated by the 
sound stimulation device 203 is retained for 50 ms at 1 kHz 
and a sound stimulus is given at intervals of 0.3 Hz (or every 
3.3 seconds). The tone burst sound generated by the sound 
stimulation device 203 is sent through an air tube 202 and an 
adapter 201 to an ear of the subject. 

[0105] Though not shoWn in FIG. 10, White noise is 
constantly given to the right ear during measurement in 
order to prevent any in?uence of an external sound. 

[0106] Next, the process in Which the averaging means 
432 in the second embodiment performs averaging operation 
on brain magnetic data to generate a brain magnetic Wave 
form Will be explained, referring to FIGS. 11A and 11B. 

[0107] The averaging means 432 of the data processor 43 
in the second embodiment uses synchronizing signal times 
(T1 to T5) as shoWn in FIG. 11A as additive synchronizing 
points in performing averaging operation on brain magnetic 
data. Even in this case, a given threshold S is set for a 
distance Waveform shoWn in FIG. 11B, so that among the 
Waveform portions (P 1 to P5) Which have a given time Width 
from the additive synchronizing points (T l to T5), averaging 
operation is performed only on brain magnetic data (not 
shoWn) corresponding to the Waveform portions beyond the 
threshold S, namely (P1, P3, P5). 
[0108] When the motor function is measured by the use of 
sound stimulation in this Way, the motor function can be 
evaluated in a condition that the auditory sensory area and 
the somatosensory area are activated simultaneously. 

[0109] Also, the use of the sound stimulation device 203 
makes it possible that averaging operation is done on brain 
magnetic data according to the synchronizing signal 204 
generated by the sound stimulation device 203. 

Other Embodiments 

[0110] The form in Which the present invention is embod 
ied is not limited to the ?rst and second embodiments as 
mentioned above and it may be embodied in other various 
forms Within the scope of its technical idea. 

[0111] In the above embodiments, the transmitter coil 311 
of the movement sensor 31 is ?xed on the bed 9; hoWever, 
it need not be alWays ?xed on the bed 9. For example, it may 
be ?xed on the deWar 23, gantry 24 or a ?xture (not shoWn) 
protruding directly from the ?oor. 

[0112] In the above embodiments, an isomagnetic chart 
and an arroW map are generated based on averaged brain 
magnetic Waveforms to evaluate the motor function of the 
subject 7; hoWever, the invention is not limited thereto. For 
example, the motor function of the subject 7 may be 
evaluated by dipole assumption Which uses a conventional 
knoWn algorithm. 

[0113] Instead of being outputted directly as it is, the 
analysis result from the data processor may be statistically 
processed before being outputted. In this case, a statistical 




