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(57) ABSTRACT 
A manuscript author uses a Website on the Internet as a 
manuscript reference. The author transmits the address of 
the Website to a database connected to the Internet. The 
database uses the address to obtain a copy of the Website 
from the Internet upon receiving the address such that the 
Website copy is the same as the Website as on the Internet at 
the time the author transmitted the address. The database 
stores the Website copy With a key. The author lists the key 
in the manuscript. An audience obtains the key from the 
manuscript and transmits a request for the Website copy 
along With the key to the database. The database transmits 
via the Internet the Website copy to the audience in response 
to the request such that the audience receives a Website copy 
as on the Internet at the time the author transmitted the 
address. 

DATAB‘ASE 
1) Internet Source Reference 

Material identi?cation 
2) Copy of the Internet 

Source Reference Material 

Copy of the Internet 
Source Reference Material 

OF 
AUDIENCE 

MANUSCRIPT 





Patent Application Publication Feb. 8, 2007 Sheet 2 0f 3 US 2007/0033208 A1 

AUTHOR REVIEWS A WEBSITE. _ ‘ 22 
FoR REFERENCE MATERIAL . /. 

I 
TRANSFER ADDRESS oF THE WEBSITE / 24 F 
_ To A_ DATABASE VIA THE INTERNET Z 0 

I 
TRANSFER COPY OF THE CITED WEBSITE 26 
TO THE DATABASE VIA THE INTERNET 

I 
ASSOCIATE A DISTINcTIvE KEY WITH'THE WEBSITE /' 2a’ 

ADDRESS AND THE COPY OF THE WEBSITE 
_ AT THE DATABASE 

I 
AUTHOR CITES REFERENCE MATERIAL FROM / 

THE WEBSITE IN A MANUSCRIPT 

I 
AUTHOR CITES THE WEBSITE ADDRESS IN /32 

THE BIBLIOGRAPHY SECTION OF THE MANUSCRIPT 

I 
AUTHOR CITES THE DISTINCTIVE KEY ASSOCIATED /34 

WITH THE WEBSITE IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY 
SECTION OF THE MANUSCRIPT 

I 
AUDIENCE REVIEWS THE MANUSCRIPT AND / 

THE BIBLIOGRAPHY SECTION 

I 35 
AUDIENCE TRANSFERS THE DISTINCTIVE KEY CITED INTHE / 

BIBLIOGRAPHY SECTION TO THE DATABASE VIA THE INTERNET 

I 
0 

DATABASE TRANSFERS A COPY OF THE ARCHIVED )4 
WEBSITE TO THE AUDIENCE VIA THE INTERNET 

I ' 4.2 

- AUDIENCE REVIEWS THE ARCHIVED WEBSITE / 
’ FOR VERIFICATION 

FIG. 2 

30 

36 



Patent Application Publication Feb. 8, 2007 Sheet 3 of 3 US 2007/0033208 A1 

/' 70 

REFERENCES 

- 1)www.WebSiteChannel.com, accessed September 2000, last 72 
modified August 2000, Key = WebSiteQhannel Air 

2) www.lnternetSourceinfocom, accessed May 2000, last modi?ed 
January 2000, Key = l lnternet'Sourcelnfo B3. > 

74 
3) Engines, Heywood, pp 01-101, 1998, Key = Engines -Heywood. -/ 

4) Krish email, October 4, 2000, Key = Krish email Oct 4, 2000. 

5) Engine Seminar Audio ‘Conference, Detroit July 2000, 
Key =_Engi_ne Seminar Audio Conference - Detroit, 2000. 

6) Krish letter to Heywood, October 1, 2000, Key = Krish Letter 
to Heywood. ‘ > 

no.5 



US 2007/0033208 A1 

METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR ARCHIVING AND 
RETRIEVING BIBLIOGRAPHY INFORMATION 

AND REFERENCE MATERIAL 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a continuation of US. applica 
tion Ser. No. 09/711,791, ?led Nov. 13, 2000, now US. Pat. 
No. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0003] The present invention relates generally to publish 
ing and, more particularly, to a method and system for using 
a communications netWork such as the Internet to archive 
and retrieve bibliography information and reference material 
cited in a manuscript. 

[0004] 2. BackgroundArt 

[0005] Authors of manuscripts and documents such as 
books and research papers frequently cite material such as 
articles and other books in bibliography section. The bibli 
ography section is usually attached to the end of a manu 
script. (The terms “Works Cited” and “References” mean the 
same. Each is a list of Works that have been cited by an 
author, or Works to Which an author has made a reference. 
However, the term “Bibliography” stands for a list of all the 
material an author has consulted in preparing a manuscript 
irrespective of Whether or not it has been cited.) Herein, the 
term “Bibliography” also represents the terms “Works 
Cited” and “References”. 

[0006] The entire manuscript including the bibliography 
section is then copied for distribution to an audience. The 
author uses the cited reference material as a source of 
information for Writing the manuscript. Traditionally, the 
reference material has been limited to physical media such 
as other books, research papers, neWspaper and magaZine 
articles, and the like. Occasionally, personal communica 
tions (regular mail), Works-in-progress (interim reports, con 
?dential reports), are also cited by authors of manuscripts. 

[0007] HoWever, information available on Websites on the 
World Wide Web, e.g, the Internet, has become an indis 
pensable source for research on several areas of interest and 
often makes a study more comprehensive. Information can 
be retrieved instantly from the Internet at any time from any 
location and may incorporate the most current neWs. Web 
based information is not merely an electronic version of a 
physical publication (such as neWspapers and magaZines) 
but is rather a standalone medium With no physical equiva 
lents or limitations (i.e., page siZe). 

[0008] Authors and researchers are noW starting to cite 
information from Websites in their manuscripts. Various 
professional bodies have issued protocols for citing Web 
content. In the bibliography section, authors generally 
include three pieces of information When citing Web content. 
The ?rst piece of information is the address of the Website 
such as a Uniform Resource Locator (URL), for instance, 
WWW.Website.com. The second piece of information is the 
date of access of the Website (by the author) and the third 
piece of information is the last modi?ed date of the Website. 
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[0009] A problem With citing Websites as sources of 
information is that 1) Websites are subject to frequent, 
invisible modi?cations and 2) may be moved to a neW 
address or removed from the Internet Without notice. More 
over, material from a Website once accessible to everyone 
may noW be limited to a select audience. Even hypertext 
essays (published on the Internet itself) noW often contain a 
list of other Websites used in that study. 

[0010] An important reason for citing references from any 
source including the Internet and traditional published mate 
rial is to enable veri?cation of the material used from the 
references. The bibliography section of a manuscript also 
becomes a resource of information for other researchers in 
that ?eld. Referees of research papers, editors, other 
researchers and the audience of the manuscript need to 
revieW/verify the information taken from the cited refer 
ences. Traditionally, the bibliography information is either 
given in alphabetical order or the order in Which the material 
Was used in the manuscript, With a description of the journal 
or magaZine from Which it Was taken (source), title of the 
particular essay, editor or author name, volume number of 
the journal or magaZine, date of publication, and particular 
pages Where the content Was assimilated. Such information 
enabled easy revieW/veri?cation of the bibliography infor 
mation or reference material. 

[0011] The problem With citing a Website is that the ?uid, 
ever modi?able potential of the content of the Website does 
not guarantee availability and true veri?cation of the mate 
rial actually used by the author. 

[0012] Further, information given out by interacting mem 
bers of neWs groups (another Internet source) and through 
personal communication methods such as e-mails that are 
cited by an author as references cannot be veri?ed by a third 
party unless the information is reproduced verbatim by the 
author in the content of the manuscript or in the bibliography 
section. Authors may also cite Works in progress (such as 
unpublished interim reports) and information obtained 
through personal communication methods such as regular 
mail. HoWever, the problem of the inability to revieW/verify 
such material also ails these sources. 

[0013] While traditional publishers generally act as 
authenticators for the material printed and circulated by 
them there exists no credibility checking service or protocol 
for information available over the Internet. Search engines 
used for selecting Websites by keyWords give Worthy, 
mediocre, and Worthless Websites equal importance. So, 
While it can be considered safe to look up and use content 
published in a magaZine or journal, Which are thus authen 
ticated, it might be risky to use content from most Web sites 
(that don’t have any means of authentication) in a manu 
script. 

[0014] As such, in light of the affect the cited Web based 
material might have had on a given manuscript, it becomes 
important for referees, editors, other researchers, and the 
audience of the manuscript to ascertain the credibility of the 
cited information available on those Internet Websites 
(sources). The same can be said of hitherto non-veri?able 
sources such as interim reports, e-mails, communication on 
neWsgroups/userforums, personal communications (regular 
mail) and the like. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0015] Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide a method and system for using a communications 
netWork to archive and retrieve bibliography information 
and reference material cited in a manuscript. 

[0016] It is another object of the present invention to 
provide a method and system for using a communications 
netWork to archive and retrieve bibliography information 
reference material from an Internet source such as a Website 
cited in a manuscript. 

[0017] It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide a method and system for using a communications 
netWork to archive a copy of information from an Internet 
source cited in a manuscript. 

[0018] It is still another object of the present invention to 
provide a method and system for using a communications 
netWork to archive a copy of information from an Internet 
source cited in a manuscript for retrieval by users of the 
manuscript to enable veri?cation of the cited Internet source 
information. 

[0019] It is still a further object of the present invention to 
provide a method and system for using a communications 
netWork to archive and retrieve bibliography information 
and reference material from personal communications such 
as e-mails and regular mail cited in a manuscript. 

[0020] It is still yet another object of the present invention 
to provide a method and system for using a communications 
netWork to archive and retrieve bibliography information 
and reference material from a digital medium such as audio 
digital ?les, video digital ?les, and graphics digital ?les cited 
in a manuscript. 

[0021] It is still yet a further object of the present invention 
to provide a method and system for using a communications 
netWork to archive and retrieve bibliography information 
and reference material from traditional physical sources of 
information such as books and magaZines, interim reports, 
and Works-in-progress cited in a manuscript. 

[0022] In carrying out the above objects and other objects, 
the present invention provides a system for archiving manu 
script references. The system includes a database in com 
munication via the Internet With an author of a manuscript 
and an audience of the manuscript. The database receives via 
the Internet the address of a Web site being used by the 
author as a reference for the manuscript, uses the Web site 
address to obtain a copy of the Web site from the Internet 
upon receiving the Web site address such that the copy of the 
Web site is the same as the Web site as on the Internet at the 
time the author used the Web site as a reference for the 
manuscript, and stores the copy of the Web site along With 
a distinctive key. The database transmits via the Internet the 
copy of the Web site to the audience in response to receiving 
the key from the audience such that the audience receives a 
copy of the Web site as on the Internet at the time the author 
used the Web site as a reference for the manuscript. The 
database may transmit via the Internet the key to the author. 
The database may store the Web site address along With the 
copy of the Web site and the key. 

[0023] In carrying out the above objects and other objects, 
the present invention provides a method for archiving manu 
script references. The method includes an author of a 
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manuscript using a Web site on the Internet as a reference for 
the manuscript. The author transmits via the Internet the 
address of the Web site to a database connected to the 
Internet. The database uses the Web site address to obtain a 
copy of the Web site from the Internet upon receiving the 
Web site address such that the copy of the Web site is the 
same as the Web site as on the Internet at the time the author 
transmitted the Web site address. The database stores the 
copy of the Web site With a distinctive key. The author cites 
the Web site as being a reference for the manuscript by 
listing the key in the manuscript. An audience of the 
manuscript obtains the key from the manuscript. The audi 
ence transmits via the Internet the key to the database to 
request the database for the copy of the Web site. The 
database transmits via the Internet the copy of the Web site 
to the audience in response to receiving the key from the 
audience such that the audience receives a copy of the Web 
site as on the Internet at the time the author transmitted the 
Web site address. 

[0024] The database may associate the key With the copy 
of the Web site. In this case, the method may further include 
the database transmitting via the Internet the key to the 
author. 

[0025] The database may store the Web site address along 
With the copy of the Web site and the key. The author may 
associate the key With the copy of the Web site. In this case, 
the author transmits via the Internet the key to the database. 

[0026] The author may use an e-mail as a reference for the 
manuscript. In this case, the author transmits via the Internet 
a copy of the e-mail to the database for the database to store; 
and the database transmits via the Internet a copy of the 
e-mail to the audience in response receiving a request for a 
copy of the e-mail from the audience. 

[0027] The author may use a digital ?le as a reference for 
the manuscript. In this case, the author transmits via the 
Internet a copy of the digital ?le to the database for the 
database to store; and the database transmits via the Internet 
a copy of the digital ?le to the audience in response 
receiving a request for a copy of the digital ?le from the 
audience. 

[0028] The author may use a paper book as a reference for 
the manuscript. In this case, the author transmits via the 
Internet an electronic scanned copy of the paper book to the 
database for the database to store; and the database transmits 
via the Internet a copy of the electronic scanned copy of the 
paper book to the audience in response to receiving a request 
for a copy of the electronic scanned copy of the paper book 
from the audience. 

[0029] In carrying out the above objects and other objects, 
the present invention provides a method. This method 
includes transmitting to a database an identi?er of a Web site 
cited as a reference in a manuscript prior to any modi?ca 
tions to the Web site as on the Internet after the Web site has 
been cited. Upon the database receiving the identi?er, the 
database uses the identi?er to obtain from the Internet a copy 
of the Web site such that the copy of the Web site is the same 
as the Web site as on the Internet at the time the Web site Was 
cited. A unique key is assigned to the copy of the Web site. 
The copy of the Web site With the key are stored in the 
database. Citing the Web site includes listing the key in the 
manuscript. An audience obtains the key from the manu 
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script. The database transmits the copy of the Web site to the 
audience in response to the database receiving the key from 
the audience such that the audience receives a copy of the 
Web site as on the Internet at the time the Web site Was cited. 

[0030] This method may further include accessing the 
Internet to locate the Web site prior to citing the Web site. 
Assigning a unique key to the copy of the Web site may 
include the database assigning the key to the copy of the Web 
site. This method may further include transmitting by the 
database the key to an author of the manuscript. In this case, 
listing the key in the manuscript includes the author listing 
the key in the manuscript. This method may further include 
citing the Web site includes the author listing the Web site 
address, the key, and the time at Which the Web site Was 
accessed in the manuscript. This method may further include 
the audience transmitting the key to the database after 
obtaining the key from the manuscript. 

[0031] The advantages associated With the method and 
system of the present invention are numerous. The method 
and system of the present invention advantageously ?ll the 
de?ciency associated With conventional bibliographic pro 
cesses by identifying traditionally non-veri?able reference 
material cited in a manuscript With a distinctive key and then 
archiving a copy of the reference material on a database 
connected to a communications netWork such as the Inter 
net. The audience of the manuscript may then access the 
reference material from the database by using the distinctive 
key for revieW and veri?cation of the reference material. As 
a result, the method and system of the present invention 
protect the cited information from continuous modi?cation 
and removal of the reference material by providing an 
avenue for the audience to gain access to an exact copy of 
the reference material cited by the author of the manuscript. 
Further, the method and system of the present invention 
provide a means of veri?cation of the reference material. 

[0032] The above objects and other objects, features, and 
advantages of the present invention are readily apparent 
from the folloWing detailed description of the best mode for 
carrying out the present invention When taken in connection 
With the accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0033] FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of a system in 
accordance With an embodiment of the present invention; 

[0034] FIG. 2 illustrates a How chart describing operation 
of the method and system in accordance With an embodi 
ment of the present invention; 

[0035] FIG. 3 illustrates a graphical user interface for use 
by the author of a manuscript to transfer the address of a 
Website cited in the manuscript to the database of the system 
shoWn in FIG. 1; 

[0036] FIG. 4 illustrates a graphical user interface for use 
by the audience to receive a copy of a Website cited in a 
manuscript from the database of the system shoWn in FIG. 
1; and 
[0037] FIG. 5 illustrates an example of a bibliography 
section in accordance With an embodiment of the method 
and system of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT(S) 

[0038] In general, the present invention provides a method 
and system for using a communications netWork such as the 
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Internet, Wired and Wireless data communications netWorks, 
and the like to archive and retrieve bibliography information 
and reference material cited in a manuscript. In operation, an 
author cites material from an information source such as an 

Internet source in the manuscript and then adds information 
identifying the Internet source into the bibliography section 
of the manuscript. The reference material from the Internet 
source may be from a Website. The Internet source identi 
?cation information may include the address of the Website, 
i.e, the uniform resource locator (URL), the date of access 
of the Website by the author, and the last modi?ed date of the 
Website. The Website identi?cation information is then trans 
ferred to the Internet for storage on a database associated 
With the manuscript. In addition to the Website identi?cation 
information, a copy of the Website information is also 
transferred to the Internet for storage on the database. The 
database assigns a permanent distinctive key (other than the 
URL identifying the Website) to the Website identi?cation 
information and the copy of the Website. The distinctive key 
can then be used by readers of the manuscript to gain access 
to the Website information cited by the author of the manu 
script as the Website stood on the date of submission by the 
author to the database. 

[0039] The database acts as the bibliography of the manu 
script by including a listing of information for each Website 
cited in the manuscript. HoWever, the database is more than 
a bibliography in that a copy in verbatim of each Website 
used by the author is also stored on the database. In effect, 
the database archives the reference material for subsequent 
retrieval. Accordingly, if the Website is modi?ed or removed 
from the Internet after the date of access by the author or 
after the manuscript is distributed to an audience, the audi 
ence may access the database to retrieve the actual Website 
information used by the author for revieW and veri?cation. 

[0040] Additionally, the method and system in accordance 
With an embodiment of the present invention extend to the 
identi?cation and archival of other reference material such 
as Works-in-progress, e-mails, regular mail, digital ?les, and 
traditional physical media by assigning a distinctive key to 
a copy of each such material and storing the distinctive key 
and the copy in the database for subsequent retrieval from 
the database. 

[0041] Referring noW to FIG. 1, a block diagram of a 
system 10 for use With an embodiment of the present 
invention is shoWn. System 10 includes a communications 
netWork 12 such as the Internet. An author 14 of a manu 
script or document (“manuscript”) and an audience 16 of the 
manuscript are connected With Internet 12 for transferring 
and receiving information from the Internet. A database 18 
is also connected to Internet 12 for transferring and receiv 
ing information from the Internet. Author 14 uses Internet 12 
to cite reference material from Internet sources in the 
manuscript. The Internet sources may be Websites on Inter 
net 12. Author 14 includes a bibliography section Within the 
manuscript for listing the identi?cation of the reference 
materials from the Internet sources and other sources. The 
bibliography section is intended to be revieWed by audience 
16 for revieWing and verifying the reference material cited 
by author 14 in the manuscript. It is noted that the manu 
script may be published or remain unpublished. 

[0042] When citing a Website as reference material in the 
manuscript, author 14 cites information identifying the 
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Website in the bibliography section of the manuscript. The 
identi?cation information of the Website in the bibliography 
section includes the address of the Website such as a URL, 
the date of access of the Website by the author, and the last 
modi?ed date of the Website. Author 14 then transfers to 
Internet 12 information identifying the Website as shoWn in 
FIG. 1. The Website identi?cation information transferred to 
Internet 12 includes the address of the Website. In response 
to author 14 transferring the Website identi?cation informa 
tion to Internet 12, database 18 receives from the Internet the 
Website identi?cation information and a copy of the refer 
ence material of the Website, i.e., a copy of the Website. The 
copy of the Website is verbatim to the Website on Internet 12 
When author 14 transferred the Website identi?cation infor 
mation to the Internet. Database 18 then stores or archives 
the Website identi?cation information With the copy of the 
Website. 

[0043] Database 18 assigns a permanent distinctive key 
(other than the URL identifying the Website) to the Website 
identi?cation information and the copy of the Website. 
Author 14 includes the distinctive key in the bibliography 
section With the Website identi?cation information. Audi 
ence 16 of the manuscript may then access Internet 12 to 
retrieve the copy of the Website cited in the manuscript and 
in the bibliography section. In response to a request by 
audience 16 to Internet 12 for access to the copy of the 
Website, database 18 transfers the archived copy of the 
Website to the audience via the Internet. As part of the 
request, audience 16 transfers the distinctive key provided 
by author 14 in the bibliography section of the manuscript to 
database 18 via Internet 12. Database 18 uses the distinctive 
key to understand What reference material audience 16 is 
requesting. Audience 16 can then revieW the reference 
material from the Website cited in the manuscript by author 
14 for veri?cation. The copy of the Website provided by 
database 18 to audience 16 is an exact copy of the Website 
When author 14 cited the Website in the manuscript and 
submitted to database 18. 

[0044] In effect, database 18 acts as a partial bibliography 
of the manuscript by including a listing of information for 
each Website cited in the manuscript, and further includes a 
copy in verbatim of each Website used by author 14. 
Database 18 archives the Website for subsequent retrieval 
such that if the Website is modi?ed or removed from Internet 
12 subsequent to the author citing the Website, audience 16 
may access the database to retrieve the actual Website used 
by the author for revieW and veri?cation. 

[0045] Referring noW to FIG. 2, a How chart 20 describing 
operation of the method and system in accordance With an 
embodiment of the present invention is shoWn. FloW chart 
20 begins With author 14 revieWing a Website on Internet 12 
for reference material as shoWn in block 22. Upon ?nding 
reference material of interest, author 14 transfers the Website 
address to database 18 via Internet 12 as shoWn in block 24. 
A copy of the Website referenced by author 14 is then also 
transferred to database 18 via Internet 12 as shoWn in block 
26. This copy may be sent from Internet 12 to database 18 
in response to a request for such copy by the database. 
Database 18 stores and archives the Website address and the 
copy of the Website for subsequent retrieval. Database 18 
archives this information because either the Website address 
or the Website itself may possibly be removed or altered after 
being cited by author 14. By archiving this information, 

Feb. 8, 2007 

database 18 ensures that a verbatim copy of the Website as 
cited by author 14 may be accessible for later study and 
veri?cation. As part of the archiving process, database 18 
associates a distinctive key (other than the URL) With the 
Website address and the copy of the Website as shoWn in 
block 28. 

[0046] Author 14 then cites the reference material from 
the Website in a manuscript being Written by the author as 
shoWn in block 30. Author 14 then cites the address of the 
Website such as the Website URL in the bibliography section 
of the manuscript as shoWn in block 32. Author 14 may also 
cite in the bibliography section the date of access of the 
Website and the last modi?ed date of the Website. 

[0047] Author 14 then cites the distinctive key associated 
With the Website in the bibliography section of the manu 
script as shoWn in block 34. After distribution of the 
manuscript to audience 16, the audience revieWs the manu 
script and the bibliography section of the manuscript as 
shoWn in block 36. In order to verify the reference material 
of a Website cited by author 14 in the manuscript, audience 
transfers a request along With the distinctive key cited in the 
bibliography section to database 18 via Internet 12 as shoWn 
in block 38. In response to receiving the request and the 
distinctive key from audience 16, database 18 transfers a 
copy of the archived Website along With the Website address 
to the audience via Internet 12 as shoWn in block 40. 
Audience 16 then revieWs the archived Website for veri? 
cation of the reference material cited by author 14 in the 
manuscript as shoWn in block 42. 

[0048] In addition to obtaining a copy of the archived 
Website from database 18 over Internet 12, audience 16 may 
directly obtain a copy of the archived Website from database 
18 using traditional communications means such as regular 
post mail, courier, facsimile, and the like. Further, if the 
manuscript is a hypertext document, then audience 16 may 
click a hypertext distinctive key link located in the hypertext 
document. The hypertext distinctive key link is associated 
With the archived reference material. Upon audience 16 
clicking the hypertext distinctive key link database 18 
transfers a copy of the archived reference material to the 
audience via Internet 12. 

[0049] Referring noW to FIG. 3, a graphical user interface 
50 for use by author 14 to transfer the address of a cited 
Website to database 18 is shoWn. Graphical user interface 50 
is part of a communications system enabling communication 
betWeen author 14 and database 18 via Internet 12. Graphi 
cal user interface 50 includes an Internet source address 
entry 52 and a distinctive key entry 54. Author 14 enters the 
address of a cited Website in Internet source address entry 
52. For instance, the address is “WWW.WebSiteChannel 
.com” as shoWn in FIG. 3. Author 14 then enters a distinctive 
key to be associated With the cited Website in distinctive key 
entry 54. For instance, the distinctive key is “WebSiteChan 
nel Al” as shoWn in FIG. 3. (Alternatively, the distinctive 
key may be assigned by database 18 and then given by the 
database to author 14 as described above.) Upon entering the 
required information, author 14 presses a submit button 56 
to transfer the entered information to database 18 via Inter 
net 12. Database 18 then accesses Internet 12 to receive a 
copy of the Website at the time of submission of the entered 
information by author 14. Database 18 archives the entered 
information, i.e., the Website address and the distinctive key, 
With the copy of the Website. 
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[0050] Referring noW to FIG. 4, a graphical user interface 
60 for use by audience 16 to receive a copy of the cited 
Website from database 18 is shown. Graphical user interface 
60 is part of a communications system enabling communi 
cation betWeen audience 16 and database 18 via Internet 12. 
Graphical user interface 60 includes an Internet source 
retrieve entry 62. Audience 16 enters the distinctive key 
associated With the cited Website in Internet source retrieve 
entry 62. Upon entering the requested distinctive key infor 
mation, audience 16 presses a submit button 64 to request 
database 18 via Internet 12 to provide the audience With a 
copy of the cited Website. In response to the request, 
database 18 transfers a copy of the cited Website to audience 
16 via Internet 12. Audience 16 may then study and verify 
the cited Website With the manuscript. 

[0051] In addition to archiving Website information, data 
base 18 is further operable for archiving copies of other 
reference materials cited in a manuscript such as Works-in 
progress, e-mails, regular mail, digital ?les such as audio 
?les, video ?les, and graphics ?les, and traditional physical 
media such as paper books and magaZines. For example, the 
reference material cited by author 14 in a manuscript is an 
e-mail. In this case, author 14 transfers a copy of the cited 
e-mail to database 18 via Internet 12. In response to receiv 
ing the e-mail copy database 18 associates a distinctive key 
With the e-mail copy and then stores the distinctive key With 
the e-mail copy. Author 14 then cites the e-mail With the 
distinctive key in the bibliography section of the manuscript. 
In reviewing the manuscript, audience 16 then transfers the 
distinctive key to database 18 via Internet 12 for requesting 
a copy of the cited e-mail for veri?cation. Database 18 then 
transfers the e-mail copy to audience 16 in response to the 
request from the audience. Audience 16 may then revieW the 
e-mail copy for veri?cation. 

[0052] As can be readily understood, the reference mate 
rial may be any type of material that can be stored by 
database 18. For example, any digital ?le can be stored by 
database 18. Similarly, traditional physical media such as 
paper books can also be stored in database 18 by scanning 
a portion or the entire paper book into a digital ?le. Further, 
audio/video ?les such as “ON24” neWs clips currently on the 
Internet may also be stored by database 18. 

[0053] Further, the method and system in accordance With 
an embodiment of the present invention are useful With 
reference material that are kept in secrecy for a period of 
time. For example, reference material may be restricted from 
being distributed to audience 16 for a period of time. The 
reference material may be a completed manuscript having 
some sort of secrecy order or may be a partially ?nished 
manuscript that author 14 does not Wish audience 16 to see 
until completed. Author 14 transfers the completed or par 
tially ?nished reference material and information of When 
the reference material Will be available to audience 16 to 
database 18. Database 18 stores and associates a distinctive 
key With the reference material and the reference material 
availability information. Audience 16 may then use the 
distinctive key to access database 18 for the reference 
material to revieW and verify. In response, database 18 
transfers the reference material availability information to 
audience 16. If the reference material is not yet available to 
audience 16, then the reference material availability infor 
mation may say that the reference material Will be available 
in the future and request the audience to check back at the 
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appropriate time. Upon the expiration of the time period and 
after author 14 has transferred a completed reference mate 
rial to database 18, the database transfers to audience 16 
upon request a copy of the reference material stored on the 
database. 

[0054] Referring noW to FIG. 5, an example of a bibliog 
raphy section 70 in accordance With the method and system 
of an embodiment of the present invention is shoWn. Bib 
liography section 70 is attached to an end of a manuscript 
Written by author 14. Author 14 uses bibliography section 70 
to list all of the references that Were cited in the manuscript. 
For instance, bibliography section 70 includes a Website 
reference 72 (bibliography reference #1) having the address 
“WWW.WebSiteChannel.com” and the associated distinctive 
key “WebSiteChannelAl” as shoWn in FIG. 5. Bibliographic 
reference #2 is also a Website. Similarly, bibliography sec 
tion 70 includes a paper book reference 74 entitled 
“Engines” and authored by HeyWood. Paper book reference 
74 includes the distinctive key “Engines-Heywood” as 
shoWn in FIG. 5. Bibliography references #4, #5, and #6 are 
e-mail, digital audio ?le, and regular mail references. 

[0055] Thus it is apparent that there has been provided, in 
accordance With the present invention, a method and system 
for using the Internet to archive and retrieve bibliography 
information and reference material cited in a manuscript that 
fully satisfy the objects, aims, and advantages set forth 
above. While the present invention has been described in 
conjunction With speci?c embodiments thereof, it is evident 
that many alternatives, modi?cations, and variations Will be 
apparent to those skilled in the art in light of the foregoing 
description. Accordingly, it is intended to embrace all such 
alternatives, modi?cations, and variations as fall Within the 
spirit and broad scope of the appended claims. 

[0056] While embodiments of the present invention have 
been illustrated and described, it is not intended that these 
embodiments illustrate and describe all possible forms of the 
present invention. Rather, the Words used in the speci?cation 
are Words of description rather than limitation, and it is 
understood that various changes may be made Without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A system for archiving manuscript references, the 

system comprising: 

a database in communication via the Internet With an 
author of a manuscript and an audience of the manu 
script; 

Wherein the database receives via the Internet the address 
of a Web site being used by the author as a reference for 
the manuscript, uses the Web site address to obtain a 
copy of the Web site from the Internet upon receiving 
the Web site address such that the copy of the Web site 
is the same as the Web site as on the Internet at the time 
the author used the Web site as a reference for the 
manuscript, and stores the copy of the Web site along 
With a distinctive key; 

Wherein the database transmits via the Internet the copy of 
the Web site to the audience in response to receiving the 
key from the audience such that the audience receives 
a copy of the Web site as on the Internet at the time the 
author used the Web site as a reference for the manu 
script. 
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2. The system of claim 1 wherein: 

the database transmits via the Internet the key to the 
author. 

3. The system of claim 1 Wherein: 

the database stores the Web site address along With the 
copy of the Web site and the key. 

4. A method for archiving manuscript references, the 
method comprising: 

an author of a manuscript using a Web site on the Internet 
as a reference for the manuscript; 

the author transmitting via the Internet the address of the 
Web site to a database connected to the Internet; 

the database using the Web site address to obtain a copy 
of the Web site from the Internet upon receiving the Web 
site address such that the copy of the Web site is the 
same as the Web site as on the Internet at the time the 

author transmitted the Web site address; 

the database storing the copy of the Web site With a 
distinctive key; 

the author citing the Web site as being a reference for the 
manuscript by listing the key in the manuscript; 

an audience of the manuscript obtaining the key from the 
manuscript, the audience transmitting via the Internet 
the key to the database to request the database for the 
copy of the Web site; and 

the database transmitting via the Internet the copy of the 
Web site to the audience in response to receiving the 
key from the audience such that the audience receives 
a copy of the Web site as on the Internet at the time the 
author transmitted the Web site address. 

5. The method of claim 4 Wherein: 

the database associates the key With the copy of the Web 
site; 

the method further comprising the database transmitting 
via the Internet the key to the author. 

6. The method of claim 4 further comprising: 

the database storing the Web site address along With the 
copy of the Web site and the key. 

7. The method of claim 4 Wherein: 

the author associates the key With the copy of the Web site; 

the method further comprising the author transmitting via 
the Internet the key to the database. 

8. The method of claim 4 further comprising: 

the author using an e-mail as a reference for the manu 
script; 

the author transmitting via the Internet a copy of the 
e-mail to the database for the database to store; and 

the database transmitting via the Internet a copy of the 
e-mail to the audience in response receiving a request 
for a copy of the e-mail from the audience. 

9. The method of claim 4 further comprising: 

the author using a digital ?le as a reference for the 
manuscript; 

the author transmitting via the Internet a copy of the 
digital ?le to the database for the database to store; and 
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the database transmitting via the Internet a copy of the 
digital ?le to the audience in response receiving a 
request for a copy of the digital ?le from the audience. 

10. The method of claim 4 further comprising: 

the author using a paper book as a reference for the 
manuscript; 

the author transmitting via the Internet an electronic 
scanned copy of the paper book to the database for the 
database to store; and 

the database transmitting via the Internet a copy of the 
electronic scanned copy of the paper book to the 
audience in response to receiving a request for a copy 
of the electronic scanned copy of the paper book from 
the audience. 

11. A method comprising: 

transmitting to a database an identi?er of a Web site cited 
as a reference in a manuscript prior to any modi?ca 
tions to the Web site as on the Internet after the Web site 
has been cited; 

upon the database receiving the identi?er, using by the 
database the identi?er to obtain from the Internet a 
copy of the Web site such that the copy of the Web site 
is the same as the Web site as on the Internet at the time 

the Web site Was cited; 

assigning a unique key to the copy of the Web site; 

storing in the database the copy of the Web site With the 
key; 

Wherein citing the Web site includes listing the key in the 
manuscript; 

an audience obtaining the key from the manuscript; and 

transmitting by the database the copy of the Web site to the 
audience in response to the database receiving the key 
from the audience such that the audience receives a 
copy of the Web site as on the Internet at the time the 
Web site Was cited. 

12. The method of claim 11 further comprising: 

accessing the Internet to locate the Web site prior to citing 
the Web site. 

13. The method of claim 11 Wherein: 

assigning a unique key to the copy of the Web site includes 
the database assigning the key to the copy of the Web 
site. 

14. The method of claim 13 further comprising: 

transmitting by the database the key to an author of the 
manuscript; 

Wherein listing the key in the manuscript includes the 
author listing the key in the manuscript. 

15. The method of claim 14 Wherein: 

citing the Web site includes the author listing the Web site 
address, the key, and the time at Which the Web site Was 
accessed in the manuscript. 

16. The method of claim 11 further comprising: 

the audience transmitting the key to the database after 
obtaining the key from the manuscript. 


