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(57) ABSTRACT 

A ?sh cooler device 10 comprising an insulated ?sh cooler 
lid 20 that provides a means for ease of deposition of ?sh, 
a funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30 for dropping ?sh through an 
aperture 22 and a trap door 40 into a thermally insulated 
container 24. The ?sh cooler device 10 may also feature an 
ice chest or cooler With tWo lids, an upper lid 26 and the ?sh 
cooler lid 20; and a ?sh remover tray 90 that provides for the 
?sh to be easily removed from the ice/ice Water Without 
having to handle a single ?sh, and a funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver 30. 
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FISH COOLER DEVICE 

CROSS-REFERENCE 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t of Us. Provi 
sional Application Ser. No. 60/705,647, ?led Aug. 04, 2005, 
titled Fish Cooler. The present application is related by the 
same inventor for all applications, Daniel Galon Lester. The 
U8. Provisional Application Ser. No. 60/705,647, ?ledAug. 
04, 2005, titled Fish Cooler is hereby incorporated in its 
entirety by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to a ?sh cooler, ice 
chest, or related type of thermally insulated case Which 
provides a means for ease of deposition of ?sh therein; and 
alleviates the need of having to continuously open the lid of 
the chest, or live Well, and the accompanying inconvenience 
associated thereWith. In addition, this invention provides for 
the ?sh to be easily removed from the ice/ ice Water Without 
having to handle a single ?sh. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Background: 
[0004] There are a variety of references that are available 
for holding various animals, and closure means that are used 
in conjunction thereWith, for facilitating the deposition of 
particularly ?sh placed into a live Well or insulated ice chest, 
or the like. 

[0005] For example some use trap doors: The patent to 
Sinclair, U.S. Pat. No. 752,600, discloses What appears to be 
a standard basket type of ?sh enclosure. It incorporates a 
spring loaded cover through Which a ?sh may be deposited 
for entrance into the basket. The spring-loaded cover, 
through Which the ?sh may be deposited, must have force 
exerted upon it to achieve its opening, as through the Weight 
of the ?sh. The patent to Marble, U.S. Pat. No. 1,388,187, 
shoWs another type of creel or trout basket, and once again, 
it includes a pair of doors through Which ?sh may be 
deposited into the shoWn basket. The opening for the ?sh 
uses a snap-catch for positive closure With an inWardly 
sWinging automatically closing door or cover utiliZing a 
spring Which has a push button extending through a hole in 
the body. One must press the button to alloW reception of a 
?sh into the container. The patent to Lane, U.S. Pat. No. 
1,489,255, shoWs another style of ?shing creel. This par 
ticular device is quite similar to What has been shoWn in the 
earlier described prior art patents herein, and includes a 
spring-biased door that closes. The patent to Collins, U.S. 
Pat. No. 1,719,591, shoWs a form of?sh box, Which includes 
once again, a door using a spring for providing closure for 
its opening, and through Which ?sh may be inserted after 
being caught. The patent to Wells, U.S. Pat. No. 2,560,054, 
shoWs a boat creel, and What appears to be a sleeve type of 
opening through its top closure, Which in actual practice, is 
nothing more than another closure that is spring biased into 
a closed position, by means of a hinge, for closing off the 
shalloW opening of the disclosed creel. The patent to Dick, 
U.S. Pat. No. 2,566,719, describes another variation upon a 
?sh basket. But, once again, in this particular instance, its 
cover plate is simply spring hinged into position for enclo 
sure of its opening. Obviously, as With all of the baskets or 
creels as previously described herein, the pressure of the ?sh 
or its Weight applied to the cover Will open it to attain 
entrance of the ?sh therein, for its deposit into the described 
baskets. The patent to Chiu, U.S. Pat. No. 3,559,329, shoWs 
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a form of a device identi?ed as a bag, formed of straW-like 
material, and has a neck portion integrally formed in it, 
through Which ?sh, as noted, are inserted. The closure for the 
neck portion is attained through the expandable and resilient 
strips, Which open as the ?sh is deposited therein, but Which 
snap back into closure, as shoWn. The patent to BroWer, U.S. 
Pat. No. 4,008,540, teaches another form of insulated ?shing 
creel. Its door is spring biased, by means of a torsion spring. 

[0006] In other examples there are tapered openings or 
chutes: The patent to Dunham, U.S. Pat. No. 4,070,786, 
discloses a ?sh receiving hopper. It shoWs a modi?ed cooler, 
described as a conventional ice chest, and Wherein its hopper 
means is formed through the lid portion, in order to provide 
a form of chute through Which ?sh may be slid against its 
door during their deposition Within the disclosed cooler. The 
patent to Robinson, U.S. Pat. No. 4,845,886, teaches an 
access structure, fabricated of a length of cylinder, having a 
?ange provided at its bottom end, and an insulated hinge 
door connected thereWith, is provided for sliding insertion 
through an aperture located Within the lid or cover of any 
compartment, such as an insulated box, other storage struc 
ture, or an ice chest; and a counterbalance spring holds the 
door to the bottom of the cylinder normally in a closed 
condition, but that under the Weight of any ?sh or other 
aquatic animal deposited thereon, Will open to alloW depo 
sition of such into the compartment for temporary storage. 

[0007] In other examples there are live Well liners: The 
patent to Carlson, U.S. Pat. No. 4,642,934, shoWs a trans 
portable liner for use in a live Well, for transporting the 
catch, such as ?sh from the live Well. The liner is substan 
tially made of a ?exible, porous material forming a plurality 
of adjoining sides and bottom Which forms an open topped 
porous enclosure therebetWeen. The patent to Nelson, U.S. 
Pat. No. 5,050,526, teaches a live Well for ?sh, bait Well, and 
ice chest attachment for a boat that has an elongated con 
tainer having a bait container formed therein and having a 
separate insulated ice chest formed therein. There is a basket 
formed to ?t exactly in one portion of the Well. 

[0008] It is imperative to keep caught ?sh alive or stored 
beloW 40 degree F. in order to prevent food contamination/ 
poisoning because a ?sh’s infectious bacterial agents repli 
cate and produce toxins at 40 degree F. and above, While all 
infectious bacterial agents experience marked reduction in 
their ability to replicate and produce such toxins beloW 40 
degree F. A prudent ?sherman on a day’s ?shing expedition 
or outing stores his caught ?sh in an ice cooler containing 
ice. The time it takes to melt the ice With the consequent 
Water temperature in the cooler reaching 40 degree F. Will 
depend upon hoW long the cooler remains open While the 
?sherman unhooks his caught ?sh and deposits it in the 
cooler, and the number of times this cycle must be repeated 
With respect to subsequently caught ?sh. 

[0009] Cold air is lost from the cooler and the melting of 
ice With its consequent change of state to Water and the 
Warming of such Water is progressively accelerated on each 
and every occasion that the cooler is opened to deposit a ?sh 
in the cooler. Contributing factors are the type and siZe of the 
?sh, and the time it takes the ?sherman to remove an 
imbedded hook from a squirming and thrashing ?sh, and 
Whether the ?sherman maintains physical control over the 
?sh. Another contributing and delaying time factor that Will 
necessitate keeping the cooler open is that ?sh previously 
deposited in the cooler may Wiggle or jump out and Will 
have to be retrieved and redeposited in the cooler. As the 
cooler becomes ?lled With more ?sh, the easier it Will be for 
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previously deposited ?sh to jump out When the cooler is 
opened. An additional contributing factor Will be the travel 
time required in traveling to and returning home from his 
?shing trip. 
[0010] After ?shing When it is time to clean the ?sh, it can 
be cold and messy to reach in to lift the ?sh from the cooler. 
There is a need for a removable basket liner to lift the ?sh 
out of the cooler leaving the Water and ice behind. There are 
also needs for a cooler lid With a trap door that alloWs ?sh 
to be inserted conveniently into the cooler With minimal loss 
of cool air; and a collapsible large funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver to direct the ?sh into the trap door in the lid. It 
Would be desirable to have a ?sh cooler, ice chest, or related 
type of thermally insulated case Which provides means for 
ease of deposition of ?sh therein; and alleviates the need of 
having to continuously open the lid of the chest, or live Well, 
With the accompanying inconvenience associated thereWith. 
In addition, it Would be desirable for the ?sh to be easily 
removed from the ice/ice Water Without having to handle a 
single ?sh. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] These and other features, aspects, and advantages 
of the invention Will become better understood With regard 
to the folloWing description, appended claims, and accom 
panying draWings Where: 

[0012] FIG. 1 is a front cross section vieW of one embodi 
ment of the ?sh cooler device according to the present 
invention; 
[0013] FIG. 2 is a front cross section vieW of another 
embodiment of the ?sh cooler device according to the 
present invention; 
[0014] FIG. 3 is a front cross section vieW of yet another 
embodiment of the ?sh cooler device depicting a counter 
balance closure means according to the present invention; 

[0015] FIG. 4 is a front cross section vieW of still another 
embodiment of the ?sh cooler device depicting a spring 
closure means according to the present invention; 

[0016] FIG. 5A is a side vieW of another embodiment of 
the ?sh cooler device depicting tWo angled trap doors With 
spring closure means according to the present invention; 

[0017] FIG. 5B is a side vieW depicting another spring 
closure means attached betWeen the tWo trap doors With of 
FIG. 5A according to the present invention; 

[0018] FIG. 6A is a front vieW of one embodiment of the 
?sh cooler device according to the present invention; 

[0019] FIG. 6B is a front vieW of another embodiment of 
the ?sh cooler device With Wheel and handle for rolling 
according to the present invention; 

[0020] FIG. 7 is a bottom vieW of one embodiment accord 
ing to the present invention depicting the ?sh cooler lid With 
trap door and a locking means; and 

[0021] FIG. 8 is a front cross section vieW of another 
embodiment according to the present invention depicting the 
?sh cooler lid With trap door and another locking means. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0022] The present invention relates to the ?eld of ?sh 
coolers, ice chest, or related types of thermally insulated 
case Which provides means for ease of deposition of ?sh 
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therein; and alleviates the need of having to continuously 
open the lid of the chest, or live Well, With the accompanying 
inconvenience associated thereWith. In addition, this inven 
tion provides a means for the ?sh to be easily removed from 
the ice/ ice Water Without having to handle a single ?sh. The 
folloWing description is presented to enable one of ordinary 
skill in the art to make and use the invention and to 
incorporate it in the context of particular applications. Vari 
ous modi?cations, as Well as a variety of uses in different 
applications Will be readily apparent to those skilled in the 
art, and the general principles de?ned herein may be applied 
to a Wide range of embodiments. Thus, the present invention 
is not intended to be limited to the embodiments presented, 
but is to be accorded the Widest scope consistent With the 
principles and novel features disclosed herein. 

[0023] OvervieW of the Invention: 

[0024] As depicted in FIG. 1, the present invention is a ?sh 
cooler device 10 comprising an insulated ?sh cooler lid 20, 
a funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30 With a large shape at the top 
or upper portion 34 of the funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30 for 
depositing ?sh through an aperture 22 and a trap door 40 into 
a thermally insulated container 24, an ice chest, or cooler. 
The term depositing includes placing, tossing, or other 
means of getting the ?sh into the funnel shaped ?sh receiver 
30. The ?sh cooler device 10 may also include the combi 
nation of a thermally insulated container 24, such as an ice 
chest, or cooler With tWo lids, an upper lid 26 and a ?sh 
cooler lid 20, hingedly or pivotally attached to the thermally 
insulated container 24; and a ?sh remover tray 90. The ?sh 
cooler lid 20 is attached With the funnel shaped ?sh receiver 
30, With a large shape at the top or upper portion 34 of the 
funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30 for dropping ?sh into the 
thermally insulated container 24, and the funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver 30 tapers to a smaller loWer portion 36 of the funnel 
shaped ?sh receiver 30 that may be attached With a sleeve or 
the ?sh cooler lid 20 With aperture 22 Which directs ?sh to 
the trap door 40. The ?sh cooler device 10 may be produced 
as a kit such as an insulated ?sh cooler lid 20 that Will ?t on 
a standard cooler or ice chest With the standard cooler lid 
raised in the approximate vertical position, or removed, or 
on a built in cold area or cold Well ofa boat; or as a complete 
unit including ?sh cooler lid 20, ?sh remover 90, ice chest, 
cooler, or thermally insulated container 24, and rotatable 
Wheel or Wheels 100 as shoWn in FIG. 6B. Referring to FIG. 
1, When a ?sh is deposited into the funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver 30, it Will not ?op out, but Will fall doWn onto the 
trap door 40 and Will be dispensed into the thermally 
insulated container 24 or ?sh remover 90 Within the ther 
mally insulated container 24 With ice or ice Water. 

[0025] Design Speci?cations: 

[0026] As shoWn in one embodiment in FIG. 1, the ?sh 
cooler device 10 may feature the thermally insulated con 
tainer 24 With tWo lids, the insulated ?sh cooler lid 20 and 
the ice chest lid or the second, outer, upper lid 26; the ?sh 
remover 90; and the funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30. FIG. 1 
depicts a combination ?sh cooler device 10 With thermally 
insulated container 24 With the outer upper lid 26 in the open 
position and the funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30 in the raised 
receiver position. FIG. 6A depicts this combination ?sh 
cooler device 10 With thermally insulated container 24 With 
the outer, upper lid 26 in the closed position. The insulated 
?sh cooler lid 20 is constructed to ?t over the desired 
thermally insulated container area and secured on the ther 
mally insulated container 24. 
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[0027] As depicted in FIGS. 1 and 2, the structure of the 
insulated ?sh cooler lid 20 allows ?sh to enter the container 
24 While minimizing the heat entering the container 24 and 
also not allowing the ?sh to escape the container 24. The 
funnel shaped receiver 30 is for receiving ?sh that are 
deposited in the funnel area. The funnel shaped receiver 30 
has a larger upper portion 34 that tapers doWn to a smaller 
loWer portion 36 Wherein the loWer portion of the funnel 
shaped ?sh receiver 36 may be attached to the insulated ?sh 
cooler lid 20, a sleeve, insert, or aperture 22 of the insulated 
?sh cooler lid 20, such that the ?sh are directed to the trap 
door 40. The tapering of the funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30 
aids in receiving ?sh and alloWing the ?sh to slide toWard 
the trap door 40. The funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30 com 
prises a porous ?exible material in its fabrication that may 
include but is not limited to mesh, Wire net, rubber, nylon, 
plastic, aluminum, or string. The porous ?exible material 
alloWs the upper portion 34 of the funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver 30 to be loWered toWard the loWer portion 36 for 
ease of transportation When not receiving ?sh or alloWs the 
upper portion 34 of the funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30 to be 
raised for receiving ?sh. The funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30 
may also include but is not limited to a large oblong, round, 
square, or rectangular shaped top or upper portion 34. The 
funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30 loWer portion 36 may be a 
similar shape as the upper portion 34 or it may match the 
shape of the sleeve or the shape of the aperture or be an 
independent shape. The funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30 may 
comprise at least tWo funnel hangers that are pivotally 
attached With the ?sh cooler lid 20. The funnel hangers 32 
and 33 are a structure that Will pivot to secure the upper 
portion 34 of the funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30 in the raised 
position and also pivot so as to alloW loWering the upper 
portion 34 to the loWered compact position for transporta 
tion, travel, or storage. The funnel hangers 32 and 33 may 
include but are not limited to doors, molded plastic, Wires, 
or rods With a securing attachment on the opposing end from 
the pivotal attachment end. The ?rst funnel hanger 32 and 
the second funnel hanger 33 are pivotally attached With the 
?sh cooler lid 20 such that the ?rst and second funnel 
hangers 32 and 33 may be pivoted from the approximate 
horizontal position to the approximate vertical position and 
back to the approximate horiZontal position. The approxi 
mate horiZontal position is more horiZontal than vertical. 
The horiZontal position is used When not using the ?sh 
cooler device 10 or transporting the ?sh cooler device 10. 
The approximate vertical position is more vertical than 
horiZontal and is used to secure the funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver 30 in the raised position With hangers 32 and 33 
When receiving ?sh With the ?sh cooler device 10. This 
alloWs the hangers 32 and 33 to secure the upper portion 34 
of the ?sh receiver 30 in the raised position for receiving ?sh 
and also loWered to a compact position for ease of trans 
portation. 

[0028] The aperture 22 in the ?sh cooler lid 20 is for 
alloWing ?sh to drop through into the thermally insulated 
container 24. The shape of the sleeve or the aperture 22 may 
include but is not limited to: an oblong, round, square or 
rectangular shape. FIGS. 1 through 4 depict a single trap 
door 40 that is pivotally attached 42 With the insulated ?sh 
cooler lid 20 With the trap door 40 beloW the loWer portion 
36 of the funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30 and beloW the 
aperture 22. In another embodiment as depicted in FIGS. 5A 
and SE, a ?sh cooler device 10 may include a second or 
multiple trap doors 40 and 41 Wherein the at least tWo trap 
doors 40 and 41 are pivotally attached With the ?sh cooler 
lid 20 With the pivot attachment 42 on the outer or opposing 
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sides of the trap doors 40 and 41. Wherein the multiple trap 
doors are rectangular or square in geometric shape, the trap 
door 40 may have a ?rst end side, a second end side, an 
adjacent side, and an opposing side. The trap doors 40 and 
41 may be pivotally attached such that the trap doors 40 and 
41 When vieWed from the side are in the shape of a V With 
the loWer part of the V disposed on the adjacent sides of the 
tWo trap doors, and the opposing or outer sides pivotally 
attached With a square or rectangular sleeve 23. Referencing 
FIGS. 1 through 5, the trap door 40 may be insulated. The 
shape of the trap door 40 Will normally be similar to the 
aperture 22 and may include but again is not limited to: an 
oblong, round, triangular, square, or rectangular shape. The 
trap door 40 uses a closure means that may include but is not 
limited to extension, compression, leaf, or torsion springs; or 
liquid, plastic, or metal Weight counterbalanced for door 
closure. The closure means is attached With the trap door 40 
and alloWs the Weight of the ?sh to open the trap door 40 and 
once the ?sh passes through or falls through the open trap 
door 40 the closure means closes the trap door 40 to keep 
?sh from exiting the container 24 and heat from entering the 
container 24. The closure means tension may be adjusted for 
closure or sealing With the trap door 40 and ?sh cooler lid 
20 such that the tension keeps the ?sh cooler lid 20 and trap 
door 40 sealed When there is an absence of ?sh on the trap 
door 40 While alloWing the ?sh to drop through the aperture 
22 and the trap door 40 into the container 24 or ice chest 
beloW When ?sh are present on the trap door 40. As depicted 
in FIGS. 5A and 5B in one embodiment With tWo adjacent 
trap doors 40 and 41, the closure means may be an extension 
spring 46 attached With the ?rst end side of a ?rst trap door 
40 attached With the second end side of the second trap door 
41 Wherein the spring 46 is attached With the tWo trap doors 
40 and 41 Wherein the sides of the trap doors for attaching 
are both on the same side of the ?sh cooler lid 20. In another 
embodiment the closure means may be an extension spring 
46 attached With the ?rst end side of a trap door 40 and 
attached With the sleeve 23 or the ?sh cooler lid 20 to close 
the trap door 40. Features of the liquid counterbalanced trap 
door 44 include adjusting the trap door tension by adjusting 
the amount of liquid inside the reservoir thereby tension on 
the trap door 40 is more consistent from the closed to the 
Wide-open position on a liquid counter-balance 44, because 
not only does the counter-balance Weight move closer to the 
pivot point When opening, but the liquid also moves in the 
reservoir closer to the pivot point (the Wider the door opens, 
the more the liquid shifts). When a ?sh is deposited into the 
?sh receiver 30, it Will not ?op out, but Will be directed by 
the funnel shape and fall doWn onto the trap door 40 and Will 
be dispensed through the trap door 40 into the container 24 
With ice or ice Water. The trap door 40 Will not alloW the ?sh 
to escape or exit once the ?sh enter the container 24. The 
trap door 40 may include a locking means for preventing the 
opening of the trap door 40 or maintaining the trap door 40 
in the closed position When desired. There are several 
designs for the locking means; one design may be seen in 
FIG. 7. This design requires the cooler lid to be open to lock 
or unlock the trap door 40. The trap door lock 51 is pivotally 
attached With the ?sh cooler lid 20 and the trap door lock 51 
may be rotated to the locked position 52 or rotated to the 
unlocked position 50 in relation to the counterbalance 
Weight 44 and trap door 40. Another design may be seen in 
FIG. 8 Where the trap door 40 may be locked 54 or unlocked 
56 With the cooler lid closed. In one embodiment, the trap 
door lock 55 is attached With the ?sh cooler lid 20 and the 
upper rod portion 58 of the trap door lock 55 may be 
depressed and/or rotated to lock the counterbalance 44. The 
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trap door lock 55 may be depressed and/or rotated away 
from the counterbalance 44 to unlock the trap door 40. Other 
means of locking the trap doors in the closed position may 
be used in addition to the tWo examples above. As refer 
enced in FIGS. 1 through 5B and FIG. 8, the typical ?sh 
cooler lid 20 includes a funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30, a ?rst 
hanger 32 and a second hanger 33, an aperture 22, and a trap 
door 40 With closure means. The typical funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver 30 Will require porous ?exible material for raising 
and loWering the funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30, ?rst hanger 
32 and second hanger 33 to secure the funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver 30 in the raised position When in use. 

[0029] In one embodiment, When the thermally insulated 
container 24 is included as depicted in FIG. 6B, the ther 
mally insulated container 24 may include at least one Wheel 
100 that is rotatably attached With the container 24 such that 
the container 24 may be balanced on the Wheel 100 or 
Wheels 100 and rolled or easily moved around from one 
location to another. Normally, this con?guration Would 
include at least one handle 102 and tWo Wheels 100 for 
rolling the container 24 from the car or truck to the boat or 
house. In another embodiment, the ?sh cooler device 10 as 
shoWn in FIG. 1 may include a ?sh remover 90. The ?sh 
remover 90 includes porous side Walls 92 and a porous 
bottom ?oor 94 constructed to ?t in a thermally insulated 
container 24, ice chest, or cooler. The ?sh remover 90 is 
constructed to be removable and insertable into the container 
24. Normally, four porous side Walls 92 are used; hoWever 
three or more porous side Walls 92 could be used With a 
porous ?oor 94 shaped to match the siZe and number of 
porous side Walls 92. The porous side Walls 92 are opera 
tionally attached each With an adjacent porous side Wall 92 
and also operationally attached With the porous ?oor 94. 
Each loWer portion of the porous side Walls 92 is attached 
With the corresponding side of the porous ?oor 94. The 
porous side Walls 92 and the porous ?oor 94 may be ?exible, 
rigid, or ?exible porous material attached With a frame. This 
invention includes kits Where different combinations of the 
?sh cooler device 10 may be included. The ?sh cooler device 
10 as a kit may include an insulated ?sh cooler lid 20, a 
funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30, With at least tWo hangers 32 
and 33, a trap door 40, and a ?sh remover 90. 

[0030] In one embodiment, the ?sh cooler device 10 may 
include an insulated ?sh cooler lid 20, a funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver 30, and an insulated counterbalanced 44 trap door 
40 as depicted in FIGS. 3 and 8. 

[0031] In another embodiment, the ?sh cooler 10 may 
include an insulated ?sh cooler lid 20, a funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver 30, and a spring closed 46 trap door 40 that may be 
insulated as shoWn in FIG. 4. 

[0032] In yet another embodiment, the ?sh cooler device 
10 may include an insulated ?sh cooler lid 20, a funnel 
shaped ?sh receiver 30, and a thermally insulated container 
24 With the ?sh cooler lid 20 hingedly attached With the 
thermally insulated container 24 as illustrated in FIG. 1. 

[0033] In still another embodiment, the ?sh cooler device 
10 may include an insulated ?sh cooler lid 20, a funnel 
shaped ?sh receiver 30, a ?sh remover 90, and a thermally 
insulated container 24 as depicted in FIG. 1. 

[0034] Several embodiments have been discussed but 
many different combinations, sub-combinations, and varia 
tions may be produced as kits or as complete units using the 
elements and information discussed herein. 

[0035] Manner of use: The method for using the ?sh 
cooler device 10 and the ?sh remover 90 may vary depend 
ing upon the embodiment. 
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[0036] With one embodiment that includes an insulated 
?sh cooler lid 20, a funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30, and an 
insulated trap door 40, the method may include the steps of: 
raising a lid 26 of the thermally insulated container 24; 
placing ice inside the thermally insulated container 24 for 
keeping the ?sh cool; placing a ?sh cooler lid 20 on the 
thermally insulated container 24; pivoting a ?rst funnel 
hanger 32 and a second funnel hanger 33 to an approximate 
vertical position; raising an upper portion 34 of a funnel 
shaped ?sh receiver 30; securing the upper portion 34 of the 
funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30 With the ?rst funnel hanger 32 
and the second funnel hanger 33 in the raised position, the 
?sh cooler device 10 is noW ready to receive ?sh; and 
depositing ?sh into the funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30. When 
?nished depositing ?sh into the ?sh cooler device 10, a 
person prepares the ?sh cooler device 10 for moving by the 
additional steps of: preparing the ?sh cooler device 10 for 
moving by further including the steps of unsecuring upper 
portion 34 of the funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30 from ?rst 
funnel hanger 32 and second funnel hangers 33; loWering 
upper portion 34 of funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30; pivoting 
the ?rst funnel hanger 32 and the second funnel hanger 33 
to an approximate horizontal position after the funnel shaped 
?sh receiver 30 has been loWered; removing the ?sh cooler 
lid 20 the thermally insulated container 24; and closing the 
lid 26 of the thermally insulated container 24. The additional 
step of transporting the thermally insulated container 24 may 
be further included. 

[0037] Another embodiment of a method for depositing 
?sh may include removing the ?sh from the thermally 
insulated container 24 further including: after raising an 
upper lid 26 of a thermally insulated container 24 and before 
placing ice inside the ?sh remover 90 for keeping the ?sh 
cool, the step of: placing ?sh remover 90 in the thermally 
insulated container 24 for easily removing all of the ?sh 
together; and after the step of depositing ?sh into the funnel 
shaped ?sh receiver 30, the steps of: removing the ?sh from 
the ?sh cooler device 10 further comprising the steps of: 
removing the ?sh cooler lid 20 from the thermally insulated 
container 24; removing the ?sh remover 90 from the ther 
mally insulated container 24; loWering the upper lid 26 of 
the thermally insulated container 24; and securing the upper 
lid 26 of the thermally insulated container 24. 

[0038] For another embodiment that may include a ther 
mally insulated container 24 With an upper lid 26 hingedly 
attached and a ?sh cooler lid 20 hingedly attached, a ?sh 
remover 90, and a funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30, With a 
large shape at the upper portion 34 for dropping ?sh into the 
?sh cooler device 10, With the funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30 
held up in position for receiving ?sh by hangers 32 and 33, 
and the funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30 tapers to a smaller 
loWer portion 36 that may be attached to a sleeve or the ?sh 
cooler lid 20 With aperture 22 Which directs ?sh to the trap 
door 40, the method may include the steps of: raising an 
upper lid 26 and a ?sh cooler lid 20 hingedly attached With 
a thermally insulated container 24; placing ice inside the 
thermally insulated container 24 for keeping ?sh cool; 
loWering the ?sh cooler lid 20 and the upper lid 26 on the 
thermally insulated container 24; raising an upper lid 26 
hingedly attached With the thermally insulated container 24; 
pivoting a ?rst funnel hanger 32 and a second funnel hanger 
33 to an approximate vertical position; raising an upper 
portion 34 of a funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30; securing the 
upper portion 34 of the funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30 With 
the ?rst funnel hanger 32 and the second funnel hanger 33 
in the raised position, the ?sh cooler device 10 is noW ready 
to receive ?sh; depositing ?sh into the funnel shaped ?sh 
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receiver 30, the upper lid 26 and funnel shaped ?sh receiver 
30 may be left in the “up” position all day; next preparing 
the ?sh cooler device 10 for moving comprising the steps of 
unsecuring upper portion 34 of the funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver 30 from the ?rst funnel hanger 32 and the second 
funnel hanger 33; loWering upper portion 34 of funnel 
shaped ?sh receiver 30 after unsecuring the ?rst funnel 
hanger 32 and the second funnel hanger 33; pivoting the ?rst 
funnel hanger 32 and the second funnel hanger 33 to an 
approximate horiZontal position after the funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver 30 has been loWered; closing the upper lid 26 of the 
thermally insulated container 24; and transporting the ther 
mally insulated container 24. For another embodiment, the 
method may further comprising the steps, after raising an 
upper lid 26 and a ?sh cooler lid 20 hingedly attached With 
a thermally insulated container 24 and before placing ice 
inside the ?sh remover 90 for keeping the ?sh cool, of: 
placing ?sh remover 90 in the thermally insulated container 
24 for easily removing all of the ?sh together; and after 
transporting the container 24, of: removing the ?sh from the 
?sh cooler device 10 comprising the steps of: raising the 
upper lid 26 and the ?sh cooler lid 20 hingedly attached With 
a thermally insulated container 24; removing the ?sh 
remover 90 from the thermally insulated container 24 to 
move the ?sh to a location to Work on the ?sh; loWering the 
upper lid 26 and the ?sh cooler lid 20 hingedly attached With 
a thermally insulated container 24; and securing the upper 
lid 26 and the ?sh cooler lid 20 of the thermally insulated 
container 24. For another embodiment the method step 
Wherein the transporting the thermally insulated container 
step further comprising the steps of: pivoting the thermally 
insulated container 24 on at least one Wheel 100 rotatably 
attached With the thermally insulated container 24 to an 
angle for rolling the thermally insulated container 24; rolling 
the thermally insulated container 24 to the desired location 
using the at least one Wheel 100 rotatably attached With the 
thermally insulated container 24; and pivoting the thermally 
insulated container 24 back to an approximately horizontal 
position at the desired location. 

[0039] Uniqueness: 
[0040] As shoWn in the ?gures, the present invention uses 
a funnel shaped ?sh receiver 30 and trap door 40 to alloW a 
person to place caught ?sh on ice or ice Water Without 
having to get up from Where they Were setting to open a 
cooler lid, place the ?sh in the cooler, and close a cooler lid 
for each ?sh caught. This invention includes a closure means 
that includes but is not limited to a spring closure 46 or a 
counterbalance closure 44. The counterbalance closure 44 
may be liquid, plastic, or metal. The ?sh cooler may include 
a trap door lock 51 and 55 Which is used When the ?sh cooler 
device 10 is used for other purposes than receiving ?sh, such 
as transporting of froZen ?sh, and ice. There are several 
designs for the lock; one design may be seen in FIG. 7. This 
design requires the ?sh cooler lid 20 to be open to lock or 
unlock the trap door 40. Another design may be seen in FIG. 
8 Where the trap door 40 may be locked or unlocked With the 
?sh cooler lid 20 closed in relation to the thermally insulated 
container 24. The ?sh remover 90 alloWs for easy removal 
of ?sh from the thermally insulated container 24. The ?sh 
remover 90 eliminates the mess of Water, ice and ?sh sliding 
13 of 23 everyWhere When ?sh is poured out on the ?llet 
table from a cooler. The ?sh remover 90 also eliminates the 
messy task of catching and removing each ?sh from a live 
Well and placing in a container to be taken to the ?llet table. 
This system alloWs for ?sh to be handled only tWice, once 
When caught and once When ready to process. Fish chilled 
on ice/ice Water aids in the ?lleting process. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A ?sh cooler device comprising: 

an insulated ?sh cooler lid for securing said ?sh cooler lid 
With a thermally insulated container such that said ?sh 
cooler lid holds ?sh in the container Without alloWing 
?sh to escape the container or alloWing heat to enter the 
container, said insulated ?sh cooler lid comprising an 
aperture for dropping ?sh through said aperture into the 
container; 

a funnel shaped ?sh receiver for receiving ?sh deposited 
into said funnel shaped ?sh receiver comprising an 
upper portion of said funnel shaped ?sh receiver and a 
loWer portion of said funnel shaped ?sh receiver With 
said loWer portion of said funnel shaped ?sh receiver 
attached With said ?sh cooler lid, said upper portion of 
said funnel shaped ?sh receiver larger than said loWer 
portion of said funnel shaped ?sh receiver for aiding in 
receiving ?sh and alloWing the ?sh to slide toWard said 
loWer portion of said funnel shaped ?sh receiver, said 
funnel shaped ?sh receiver comprising a porous ?ex 
ible material so that said upper portion of said funnel 
shaped ?sh receiver may be loWered toWard said loWer 
portion of said funnel shaped ?sh receiver for ease of 
transportation When not receiving ?sh, and such that 
said upper portion of said funnel shaped ?sh receiver 
raised aWay from said loWer portion of said funnel 
shaped ?sh receiver for receiving ?sh, said funnel 
shaped ?sh receiver further comprising: 

a ?rst funnel hanger pivotally attached With said ?sh 
cooler lid, and 

a second funnel hanger pivotally attached With said ?sh 
cooler lid such that said ?rst funnel hanger and said 
second funnel hanger may be pivoted to an approxi 
mate vertical position Whereby said ?sh receiver may 
be secured in the raised position for receiving ?sh by 
attachment of said ?rst funnel hanger and said sec 
ond funnel hanger and such that said ?rst funnel 
hanger and said second funnel hanger may be piv 
oted to an approximate horiZontal position When said 
?sh receiver is loWered for ease of transportation 
When not receiving ?sh; and 

a trap door pivotally attached With said ?sh cooler lid 
beloW said loWer portion of said funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver Whereby ?sh received in said funnel shaped 
?sh receiver may pass through said ?sh cooler lid 
aperture Wherein said trap door further comprises a 
closure means for alloWing the Weight of the ?sh to 
open said trap door and for closing said trap door 
after the ?sh passes through said trap door. 

2. A ?sh cooler device as set forth in claim 1 Wherein said 
closure means comprises a counterbalance Weight attached 
With said trap door for alloWing the Weight of the ?sh to open 
said trap door and for closing said trap door after the ?sh 
passes through said trap door. 

3. A ?sh cooler device as set forth in claim 2 Wherein said 
insulated ?sh cooler lid further comprises a trap door 
locking means for preventing the opening of said trap door. 

4. A ?sh cooler device as set forth in claim 1 Wherein said 
closure means comprises a spring operationally attached 
With said trap door and said ?sh cooler lid for alloWing the 
Weight of the ?sh to open said trap door and for closing said 
trap door after the ?sh passes through said trap door. 
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5. A ?sh cooler device as set forth in claim 1 Wherein said 
trap door further comprises a second trap door pivotally 
attached With said ?sh cooler lid With pivot attachment on 
opposing sides of the trap doors. 

6. A ?sh cooler device as set forth in claim 5 Wherein said 
trap doors are angled in a V shape as vieWed from the side 
of the ?sh cooler lid With the loWer point of the V disposed 
Where the adjacent sides of the trap doors meet and Wherein 
the closure means further comprises a spring attached With 
a ?rst end side of a ?rst trap door and attached With a second 
end side of the second trap door Wherein the spring is 
attached With the tWo trap doors Wherein the sides of the trap 
doors for attaching are both on the same side of the ?sh 
cooler lid for alloWing the Weight of the ?sh to open said trap 
doors and for closing said trap doors after the ?sh passes 
through said trap doors. 

7. A ?sh cooler device as set forth in claim 5 Wherein said 
trap doors are angled in a V shape as vieWed from the side 
of the ?sh cooler lid With the loWer point of the V disposed 
Where the adjacent sides of the trap doors meet and Wherein 
the closure means further comprises a spring attached With 
a ?rst end side of a ?rst trap door and attached With the 
cooler lid for alloWing the Weight of the ?sh to open said trap 
doors and for closing said trap doors after the ?sh passes 
through said trap doors. 

8. A ?sh cooler device comprising: 

a thermally insulated container; 

an insulated ?sh cooler lid hingedly attached With said 
thermally insulated container such that said ?sh cooler 
lid holds ?sh in said container Without alloWing ?sh to 
escape said container or alloWing heat to enter said 
container, said insulated ?sh cooler lid comprising an 
aperture in the ?sh cooler lid for dropping ?sh through 
said aperture into said container; 

a funnel shaped ?sh receiver for receiving ?sh deposited 
into said funnel shaped ?sh receiver comprising an 
upper portion of said funnel shaped ?sh receiver and a 
loWer portion of said funnel shaped ?sh receiver With 
said loWer portion of said funnel shaped ?sh receiver 
attached With said ?sh cooler lid, said upper portion of 
said funnel shaped ?sh receiver larger than said loWer 
portion of said funnel shaped ?sh receiver for aiding in 
receiving ?sh and alloWing ?sh to slide toWard said 
loWer portion of said funnel shaped ?sh receiver, said 
funnel shaped ?sh receiver comprising a porous ?ex 
ible material so that said upper portion of said funnel 
shaped ?sh receiver may be loWered toWard said loWer 
portion of said funnel shaped ?sh receiver for ease of 
transportation When not receiving ?sh and so that said 
upper portion of said funnel shaped ?sh receiver may 
be raised aWay from said loWer portion of said funnel 
shaped ?sh receiver for receiving ?sh; 

a ?rst funnel hanger pivotally attached With said ?sh 
cooler lid; 

a second funnel hanger pivotally attached With said ?sh 
cooler lid such that said ?rst funnel hanger and said 
second funnel hanger may be pivoted to an approxi 
mate vertical position Whereby said ?sh receiver may 
be secured by said ?rst funnel hanger and said second 
funnel hanger in the raised position for receiving ?sh 
and so that said ?rst funnel hanger and said second 
funnel hanger may be pivoted to an approximate hori 
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Zontal position When said ?sh receiver is loWered for 
ease of transportation When not receiving ?sh; and 

a trap door pivotally attached With said ?sh cooler lid 
beloW said loWer portion of said funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver Whereby ?sh received in said funnel shaped 
?sh receiver may pass through said ?sh cooler lid 
aperture Wherein said trap door further comprises a 
closure means for alloWing the Weight of the ?sh 
resting on the trap door to open said trap door and for 
closing said trap door after the ?sh passes through said 
trap door. 

9. A ?sh cooler device as set forth in claim 8 Wherein said 
thermally insulated container further comprises at least one 
Wheel rotatably attached With said container exterior such 
that said container may be rolled from one location to 
another. 

10. A ?sh cooler device as set forth in claim 8 further 
comprising a ?sh remover further comprising porous side 
Walls and a porous bottom ?oor Wherein said Walls and said 
?oor are operationally attached such that said ?sh remover 
may be positioned Within said thermally insulated container 
such that said ?sh remover may be inserted into and 
removed from said container Whereby ?sh remover con?nes 
?sh Within the ?sh remover. 

11. A ?sh cooler device as set forth in claim 10 Wherein 
said thermally insulated container further comprises at least 
one Wheel rotatably attached With said container exterior 
such that said container may be rolled from one location to 
another. 

12. A ?sh cooler device as set forth in claim 1 in kit form 
further comprising a ?sh remover comprising four porous 
side Walls and a porous bottom ?oor Wherein said Walls and 
?oor are operationally attached such that said ?sh remover 
may be positioned Within the thermally insulated container 
such that said ?sh remover may be inserted into or removed 
from the container Whereby the ?sh remover contains ?sh 
Within the ?sh remover. 

13. A method of depositing ?sh into a thermally insulated 
container and a ?sh cooler device including a ?sh cooler lid, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

raising a lid of the thermally insulated container; 

placing ice inside the thermally insulated container for 
keeping ?sh cool; 

placing the ?sh cooler lid on the thermally insulated 
container; 

pivoting a ?rst funnel hanger and a second funnel hanger 
to an approximate vertical position; 

raising an upper portion of a funnel shaped ?sh receiver; 

securing the upper portion of the funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver With the ?rst funnel hanger and the second 
funnel hanger in the raised position; and 

depositing the ?sh into the funnel shaped ?sh receiver. 
14. A method of depositing ?sh as set forth in claim 13 

further comprising the steps, after depositing the ?sh into the 
funnel shaped ?sh receiver, of: 

preparing the ?sh cooler device for moving further com 
prising the steps of: 

unsecuring the upper portion of the funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver from the ?rst funnel hanger and the second 
funnel hanger; 
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lowering the upper portion of the funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver; 

pivoting the ?rst funnel hanger and the second funnel 
hanger to an approximate horizontal position; 

removing the ?sh cooler lid from the thermally insu 
lated container; and 

closing the lid of the thermally insulated container. 
15. A method of depositing ?sh as set forth in claim 13 

further comprising the steps, after raising an upper lid of a 
thermally insulated container and before placing ice inside 
the ?sh remover for keeping the ?sh cool, of: placing a ?sh 
remover in the thermally insulated container for easily 
removing all of the ?sh together. 

16. A method of depositing ?sh as set forth in claim 15 
further comprising the steps, after depositing the ?sh into the 
funnel shaped ?sh receiver, of: 

preparing the ?sh cooler device for moving further com 
prising the steps of: 

unsecuring upper portion of the funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver from the ?rst funnel hanger and second 
funnel hangers; 

loWering upper portion of funnel shaped ?sh receiver 
after unsecuring the ?rst funnel hanger and the 
second funnel hanger; 

pivoting the ?rst funnel hanger and the second funnel 
hangers to an approximate horiZontal position after 
the funnel shaped ?sh receiver has been loWered; 

removing the ?sh cooler lid; 

closing the lid of the thermally insulated container; 

securing the lid of the thermally insulated container; 
and 

transporting the thermally insulated container. 
17. A method of depositing ?sh as set forth in claim 15 

further comprising the steps, after depositing the ?sh into the 
funnel shaped ?sh receiver, of: 

removing the ?sh from the ?sh cooler device further 
comprising the steps of: 

removing the ?sh cooler lid of the thermally insulated 
container; 

removing the ?sh remover from the thermally insulated 
container to move the ?sh to a location to Work on 

the ?sh; 

loWering the lid of the thermally insulated container; 
and 

securing the lid of the thermally insulated container. 
18. A method of depositing ?sh into a ?sh cooler device, 

the method comprising the steps of: 

raising an upper lid and a ?sh cooler lid hingedly attached 
With a thermally insulated container; 

placing ice inside the thermally insulated container for 
keeping ?sh cool; loWering the ?sh cooler lid and the 
upper lid on the thermally insulated container; raising 
the upper lid hingedly attached With the thermally 
insulated container; 
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pivoting a ?rst funnel hanger and a second funnel hanger 
to an approximate vertical position; 

raising an upper portion of a funnel shaped ?sh receiver; 

securing the upper portion of the funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver With the ?rst funnel hanger and the second 
funnel hanger in the raised position; 

depositing the ?sh into the funnel shaped ?sh receiver; 

preparing the ?sh cooler device for moving comprising 
the steps of: 

unsecuring the upper portion of the funnel shaped ?sh 
receiver from the ?rst funnel hanger and the second 
funnel hangers, 

loWering upper portion of funnel shaped ?sh receiver 
after unsecuring the ?rst funnel hanger and the 
second funnel hanger, 

pivoting the ?rst funnel hanger and the second funnel 
hangers to an approximate horiZontal position after 
the funnel shaped ?sh receiver has been loWered, and 

closing the upper lid of the thermally insulated con 
tainer; and 

transporting the thermally insulated container. 
19. A method of depositing ?sh as set forth in claim 18 

further comprising the steps, 

after raising an upper lid and a ?sh cooler lid hingedly 
attached With a thermally insulated container and 
before placing ice inside the ?sh remover for keeping 
the ?sh cool, of: 

placing a ?sh remover in the thermally insulated con 
tainer for easily removing all of the ?sh together; and 

after transporting the thermally insulated container, of: 

removing the ?sh from the ?sh cooler device compris 
ing the steps of: 

raising the upper lid and the ?sh cooler lid hingedly 
attached With a thermally insulated container; 

removing the ?sh remover from the thermally insu 
lated container to move the ?sh to a location to 

Work on the ?sh; 

loWering the upper lid and the ?sh cooler lid 
hingedly attached With a thermally insulated con 

tainer; and 

securing the upper lid and the ?sh cooler lid of the 
thermally insulated container. 

20. A method of depositing ?sh as set forth in claim 18 
Wherein the transporting the thermally insulated container 
step further comprising the steps of: 

pivoting the thermally insulated container on at least one 
Wheel rotatably attached With the thermally insulated 
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container to an angle for rolling the thermally insulated pivoting the thermally insulated container back to an 
Container; approximately horizontal position at the desired loca 

rolling the thermally insulated container to the desired non‘ 
location using the at least one Wheel rotatably attached 
With the thermally insulated container; and * * * * * 


