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ABSTRACT 

An assembly for use With a shelf generally includes a trim 
piece having a slot along at least a portion thereof. The 
assembly also includes at least one device con?gured for 
attaching the trim piece to the shelf. The at least one device 
includes an interlocking member con?gured to be interlock 
ingly retained Within the slot. 
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DEVICES AND METHODS FOR ATTACHING 
DECORATIVE TRIM PIECES TO SHELVING 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to devices and meth 
ods for attaching decorative trim pieces or molding to 
shelving, such as Wire ventilated shelving and panel shelv 
ing. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Ef?cient and organiZed use of space is very desir 
able, particularly With respect to storage or utility space in 
businesses, residential homes, and apartments. In addition to 
ef?ciency and organiZation, aesthetic appearance can also be 
an important factor. 

[0003] With respect to closet organization and the design 
of closet storage units, particularly for residential use, many 
different options are available. One common example is the 
use of ventilated shelving (e.g., Wire or plastic, and associ 
ated components) to construct storage units Within closets. 
Typical ventilated shelving varies in siZe (e.g., different 
lengths and Widths, etc.) and con?guration (e.g., different 
Wire mesh spacing, etc.). At times, hoWever, the Wire-like 
appearance of ventilated shelving can interfere With the 
overall aesthetics and interior decoration of the closet or 
other location at Which the ventilated shelving is being used. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] According to one aspect of the invention, an 
assembly for use With a shelf generally includes a trim piece 
having a slot along at least a portion thereof. The assembly 
also includes at least one device con?gured for attaching the 
trim piece to the shelf. The at least one device includes an 
interlocking member con?gured to be interlockingly 
retained Within the slot. 

[0005] According to another aspect of the invention, a 
shelving system generally includes at least one shelf. At least 
one trim piece includes a slot along at least a portion thereof. 
The trim piece is attached to the shelf With at least one 
device having an interlocking member interlockingly 
retained Within the slot. 

[0006] According to a further aspect, the invention pro 
vides various devices for attaching trim pieces to shelving. 
In one embodiment, the device generally includes a clip and 
a dovetail portion disposed generally opposite the clip. The 
clip is con?gured to engagingly receive a portion of a shelf. 
The dovetail portion is con?gured to be retained Within a 
dovetail slot disposed along at least a portion of the deco 
rative trim piece. 

[0007] Another aspect of the invention provides methods 
of attaching decorative trim pieces to shelves With at least 
one device having an interlocking member In one exemplary 
implementation, a method generally includes retaining the 
interlocking member Within a slot disposed along at least a 
portion of the decorative trim piece, and attaching the at 
least one device to the shelf. 

[0008] Further aspects and features of the present inven 
tion Will become apparent from the detailed description 
provided hereinafter. It should be understood that the 
detailed description and speci?c examples, While indicating 
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exemplary embodiments of the invention, are intended for 
purposes of illustration only and are not intended to limit the 
scope of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] The present invention Will become more fully 
understood from the detailed description and the accompa 
nying draWings, Wherein: 

[0010] FIG. 1 is a partial perspective vieW of a shelf 
having a trim piece attached thereto With a device according 
to one exemplary embodiment of the invention; 

[0011] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the device aligned 
for positioning With a dovetail slot of the trim piece shoWn 
in FIG. 1; 

[0012] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of the device shoWn in 
FIG. 1 but assembled to the trim piece in an alternate 
con?guration according to one exemplary embodiment of 
the invention; 

[0013] FIG. 4 is a side elevation vieW of the device and 
trim piece shoWn in FIG. 3; 

[0014] FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of the device shoWn in 
FIG. 1; 

[0015] FIG. 6 is another perspective vieW of the device 
shoWn in FIG. 5; 

[0016] FIG. 7 is another perspective vieW of the device 
shoWn in FIG. 5; 

[0017] FIG. 8 is another perspective of the device shoWn 
in FIG. 5; 

[0018] FIG. 9 is a left side elevation vieW of the device 
shoWn in FIG. 5; 

[0019] FIG. 10 is a right side elevation vieW of the device 
shoWn in FIG. 5; 

[0020] FIG. 11 is a front elevation vieW of the device 
shoWn in FIG. 5; 

[0021] FIG. 12 is a back elevation vieW of the device 
shoWn in FIG. 5; 

[0022] FIG. 13 is a bottom plan vieW of the device shoWn 
in FIG. 5; 

[0023] FIG. 14 is a top plan vieW of the device shoWn in 
FIG. 5; 

[0024] FIG. 15 is a perspective vieW of another embodi 
ment of a device; 

[0025] FIG. 16 is another perspective vieW of the device 
shoWn in FIG. 15; 

[0026] FIG. 17 is another perspective vieW of the device 
shoWn in FIG. 15; 

[0027] FIG. 18 is another perspective of the device shoWn 
in FIG. 16; 

[0028] FIG. 19 is a perspective vieW of a device aligned 
for positioning Within a T-shaped slot of a trim piece 
according to one exemplary embodiment on the invention; 
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[0029] FIGS. 20A and 20B are perspective vieWs of 
devices including an interlocking member With a compres 
sion slot according to exemplary embodiments of the inven 
tion; 
[0030] FIG. 21 is a perspective vieW ofa device assembled 
to a trim piece having a dovetail slot that does not extend 
completely through to the end of the trim piece according to 
one exemplary embodiment of the invention; 

[0031] FIG. 22 is a partial perspective vieW of a shelf 
having a component attached thereto With a device accord 
ing to one exemplary embodiment of the invention; 

[0032] FIG. 23 is a rear partial perspective vieW of a shelf 
having a trim piece attached thereto With a device according 
to one exemplary embodiment of the invention; 

[0033] FIG. 24 is a front partial perspective vieW of the 
shelf and trim piece shoWn in FIG. 23; 

[0034] FIG. 25 is a top vieW ofthe shelf shoWn in FIG. 23; 

[0035] FIG. 26 is a side elevation vieW of the shelf shoWn 
in FIG. 23; 

[0036] FIG. 27 is a side elevation vieW illustrating the 
device shoWn in FIG. 23 in a ?rst orientation; and 

[0037] FIG. 28 is a side elevation vieW of the device 
shoWn in FIG. 27 after the device has been rotated to a 
second orientation in Which the device’s interlocking mem 
ber is interlockingly retained Within the slot of the trim 
piece; and 

[0038] FIG. 29A through 29E are perspective vieWs of 
exemplary ventilated Wire shelves for Which can be used one 
or more of the embodiments of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS 

[0039] The folloWing descriptions of various embodi 
ments are merely exemplary in nature and are in no Way 
intended to limit the invention, its application, or uses. 
Although various embodiments are described in connection 
With shelves or shelving trim component parts, it is not so 
limited, and may be used With various component parts and 
may be modi?ed as needed or desired. 

[0040] FIGS. 29A through 29E shoW exemplary ventilated 
Wire shelves for Which can be used one or more of the 
devices of the present invention. Ventilated shelves may be 
of different siZes (e. g., four foot, six foot, eight foot, ten foot, 
and/or cut to a custom siZe, etc.) and may be mounted to 
Walls of a closet (or at other locations, such as a bathroom, 
grocery store, department store, etc.) using brackets and/or 
other suitable means. The depth of the shelves and the 
spacing of the Wires or rod members may also be different 
than What is shoWn in FIGS. 29A through 29E. Further, the 
Wires may be oriented generally longitudinally, transversely, 
diagonally, etc. relative to the shelf. Accordingly, aspects of 
the present invention should not be limited to implementa 
tion into any speci?c form/type of shelf. In addition, any of 
the aspects of the present invention can be used in combi 
nation With any one or more of the other aspects of the 
present invention. 

[0041] In various aspects of the invention, one or more 
devices may be employed in a Wire ventilated shelving 
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system to attach a trim piece (e.g., decorative Wooden or 
plastic fascia trim piece, molding, etc.) to a front edge 
(and/or other portions) of a shelf. Once attached, the trim 
piece or molding can provide the shelf With a more aestheti 
cally pleasing appearance, such as that shoWn in FIG. 24. 

[0042] In various embodiments, one or more devices of 
the present invention can be used to attach decorative trim 
pieces to shelving in a relatively quick and e?icient manner 
Without the use of tools. In addition, various devices of the 
present invention do not have associated thereWith the 
positional limitations to the location of conventional mount 
ing hardWare (e.g., screWs and fastener holes, etc.), thereby 
providing greater ?exibility and ease-of-use. In other 
aspects, one or more devices of the present invention may 
also be employed in a Wire shelving system for connecting 
a Wire shelf to a horiZontal support member for supporting 
the Wire shelf. Again, hoWever, embodiments of the present 
invention may be employed in shelving systems and assem 
blies other than ventilated Wire shelving systems. 

[0043] Referring noW to FIGS. 1 through 14, there is 
shoWn a device 30 that can be used for attaching a trim piece 
22 to a Wire ventilated shelf 50 (or other shelf type) 
according to one exemplary embodiment of the invention. 
As shoWn in FIG. 1, the trim piece 22 includes a back side 
24 and a dovetail slot 26. The dovetail slot 26 includes a 
generally dovetail or fan-shaped transverse pro?le. The 
dovetail slot 26 includes a channel having angled or tapered 
sideWalls 28 (FIG. 3) such that that channel is Wider at its 
bottom (D4) than at its top (D3), as shoWn in FIG. 2. The 
dovetail slot 26 is con?gured to interlockingly receive a 
mating component having edges that have been beveled at 
an angle corresponding to the angle of the slot’s sideWalls 
28. When assembled, the mating component may be inter 
lockingly retained Within the dovetail slot 26. 

[0044] In the illustrated embodiment, the dovetail slot 26 
is integrally de?ned longitudinally along at least a portion of 
the length of the back side 24. Alternatively, the dovetail slot 
26 can be de?ned vertically or transversely along the back 
side 24 of the trim piece 22. In yet other embodiments, the 
dovetail slot 26 may not be monolithically or integrally 
formed into the trim piece 22. Instead, the dovetail slot 26 
may be formed by one or more components separately 
attached to the trim piece 22. In further embodiments, the 
slot 26 can have other con?gurations besides a generally 
dovetail or fan-shaped transverse pro?le. For example, FIG. 
19 illustrates an embodiment in Which the trim piece 222 
includes a slot 226 With a generally T-shaped transverse 
pro?le. By Way of further example, FIGS. 25 through 28 
also illustrate an embodiment in Which the molding 622 
includes a slot 626 having a generally T-shaped transverse 
pro?le. 

[0045] The various trim pieces and molding described 
herein can be formed of a Wide range of suitable materials, 
such as Wood, plastic, composite materials, etc. In various 
embodiments, trim pieces are formed from Wood. In other 
embodiments, trim pieces are molded out of plastic. Alter 
natively, other suitable materials and manufacturing pro 
cesses can be used to form trim pieces. 

[0046] With continued reference to FIG. 1, the device 30 
includes a clip or clamp 32. The clip 32 is con?gured to 
engagingly receive a portion of a shelf. In the illustrated 
embodiment, the clip 32 has a generally U-shaped transverse 
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pro?le. The clip 32 includes a slot 34 con?gured (e.g., sized, 
shaped, etc.) to engagingly receive a portion of the shelf 50. 
In this particular embodiment, the clip 32 engagingly 
receives portions of tWo Wire members 52 vertically dis 
posed one above the other. Alternatively, the clip 32 may be 
con?gured for engagingly receiving only one rod member 
52, such as the loWer rod member shoWn in FIG. 1. In yet 
other embodiments, the clip 32 may be con?gured for 
engagingly receiving other shelf portions besides Wire or rod 
members. For example, other embodiments can include the 
clip 32 engagingly receiving a generally ?at panel portion of 
a shelf. In further embodiments, other means besides clips 
can be employed for attaching a device to a shelf. For 
example, FIGS. 23 through 28 illustrate a device 630 having 
a thumb screW portion 632 generally opposite the interlock 
ing member 638. As shoWn in FIGS. 25 and 28, the device 
630 is attached to the shelf 650 by Way of the shelf members 
652 being sandWiched generally betWeen the thumb screW 
portion 632 and the trim piece 622. 

[0047] Referring noW to FIG. 4, the device 30 may also 
include a catch 46 at about the end portion of the clip 32. The 
catch 46 can help retain the rod members 52 Within the clip 
32. 

[0048] In various embodiments, the clip 32 can be resil 
iently biased or spring loaded. For example, the clip 32 can 
be resiliently biased such that the clip 32 grips the rod 
members 52 after they are positioned Within the clip 32. This 
feature can advantageously provide a more secure connec 
tion to the shelf 50 by helping retain the rod members 52 
Within the clip 32. 

[0049] The device 30 also includes an interlocking mem 
ber disposed generally opposite the clip 32. In this particular 
embodiment, the interlocking member comprises a dovetail 
portion 38 having a transverse pro?le comprising beveled 
angles. The dovetail portion 38 has a transverse pro?le or 
cross-section Which, at least at the center of the dovetail 
portion 38, has opposing edges 40 that have been beveled or 
tapered at an angle corresponding to the angle of the dovetail 
slot’s sideWalls 28. At least one of the opposing beveled 
edges has at least one tapered end portion 42. In some 
embodiments, both beveled edges 40 have at least one 
tapered end portion 42. 

[0050] The dovetail portion 38 is preferably siZed dimen 
sionally such that the dovetail portion 38 can be inserted 
generally sideWays (FIG. 2) into the dovetail slot 26 of the 
trim piece 22. The dovetail portion 38 can then be rotated 
(e.g., about ninety degrees, etc.) to an orientation in Which 
the dovetail portion 38 is retained Within the dovetail slot 26. 
For example, in the illustrated embodiment shoWn in FIGS. 
2 and 6, the distance D1 is less than the spaced distance D3 
separating the outermost edge portions of the dovetail slot 
26. But the distance D2 is greater than the distance D3. In 
other embodiments, the distances D1 and D2 may both be 
greater than the distance D3. In such alternate embodiments, 
the dovetail portion can be slidably positioned into the slot 
from an open end portion of the slot. Further embodiments 
include devices having interlocking members With a con 
?guration besides a dovetail. 

[0051] For example, FIG. 19 illustrates another embodi 
ment including a device 230 having an interlocking member 
238 With a generally T-shaped transverse pro?le. FIGS. 23 
through 28 also illustrate a device 630 having an interlock 
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ing member 638 With a generally T-shaped transverse pro 
?le. In various embodiments, the T-shaped interlocking 
member can be slidably positioned Within the slot from an 
open end of the slot. The T-shaped interlocking member can 
also be inserted into the slot sideWays, and then rotated into 
an orientation in Which the T-shaped interlocking member is 
retained Within the slot. 

[0052] With reference back to FIG. 2, the dovetail portion 
38 can be inserted into the dovetail slot 26 generally 
sideWays. After it is positioned Within the slot 26, the device 
30 may then be rotated (e.g., clockWise as represented by the 
arroW in FIG. 2, or counterclockWise as represented by 
FIGS. 3 and 4) to an orientation in Which the dovetail portion 
38 is retained Within the dovetail slot 26. In various embodi 
ments, the dovetail portion 38 can be con?gured such that 
When rotated, the dovetail portion 38 cams into position and 
is Wedged relatively tightly into place Within the dovetail 
slot 26, thus creating a stop and inhibiting the device 30 from 
sliding relative to the trim piece 22. 

[0053] In various embodiments, the dovetail portion 38 
can be con?gured such that it compresses When retained 
Within the dovetail slot 26, such as When the dovetail portion 
38 is either rotated or slidably positioned Within the slot 26. 
This compression can help create a more secure engagement 
of the dovetail portion 38 Within the dovetail slot 26. 

[0054] As shoWn in FIGS. 5 through 10, the device 30 
includes recesses or pockets 48. These recessed pockets 48 
can provide a degree of compression to the dovetail portion 
38 for engaging the dovetail slot 26. In this particular 
embodiment, the dovetail portion 38 is preferably rotated 
(counterclockwise or clockWise) about ninety degrees to 
reach a relatively secure position Within the dovetail slot 26. 

[0055] The recessed pockets 48 also alloW the device 30 to 
be fabricated With less material. The recessed pockets 48 can 
be con?gured (e.g., siZed, shaped, positioned, etc.) to pro 
vide for some degree of compression While still maintaining 
suf?cient structural sti?fness for the particular application. 

[0056] The device 30 can be formed of a Wide range of 
suitable materials, such as nylon, plastics (e.g., acetal, 
polyethylene, etc.), metals (e.g., steel, bronZe, etc.), rubber, 
composite materials, etc. In various embodiments, the 
device 30 is molded from plastic. Alternatively, other suit 
able materials and manufacturing processes can be used to 
form the device 30. For example, other embodiments 
include a device that is not monolithically or integrally 
formed as a single component. Instead, one or more of the 
device components, such as the interlocking member, clip, 
and/or catch, may be separately attached to one another to 
form the device. 

[0057] Still other embodiments include a device that does 
not have any recessed pockets. For example, FIGS. 15 
through 18 illustrate a device 130 that does not include 
recessed pockets. In this particular illustrated embodiment, 
the device 130 Without recessed pockets can alloW for an 
easier molding process due to the less complex cavity 
needed for molding the device 130. The device 130 can be 
formed of a Wide range of suitable materials, such as nylon, 
plastics (e.g., acetal, polyethylene, etc.), metals (e.g., steel, 
bronZe, etc.), rubber, composite materials, etc. In various 
embodiments, the device 130 is molded from plastic. Alter 
natively, other suitable materials and manufacturing pro 
cesses can be used to form the device 130. 
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[0058] In various embodiments, a device can have an 
interlocking member (e.g., dovetail, etc.) that includes a 
compression slot or slit. This slot can alloW the interlocking 
member to compress about the slot to thereby reduce the size 
of the interlocking member. For example, FIGS. 20A and 
20B respectively illustrate devices 330A and 330B that 
include an interlocking member 338 having a compression 
slot 344. The compression slot 344 extends along a portion 
of the interlocking member 338. During use, the slot 344 
provides for compression of the interlocking member 338 
Within a slot, such as a dovetail slot or other slot con?gu 
ration. The compression slot 344 also alloWs the interlocking 
member portions 338' and 338" to be moved toWards one 
another, to thereby compress and reduce the Width of the slot 
344. Depending on the relative size of the interlocking 
member 338 and the slot into Which it is positioned, the 
portions 338' and 338" may contact or abut against one 
another. This reduction in slot Width facilitates the position 
ing and/or engagement of the interlocking member 338 
Within a slot. The compressed interlocking member 338 can 
frictionally conform to the slot When the interlocking mem 
ber 338 is being interlockingly retained Within the slot. 

[0059] In various embodiments, the device’s dovetail (or 
other interlocking member) may be con?gured such that the 
dovetail portion can slide Within the dovetail slot even after 
the dovetail portion has been rotated into an orientation (e.g., 
FIGS. 1 and 3) in Which the device is interlockingly retained 
Within the dovetail slot. Advantageously, this sliding feature 
can alloW the device to be relatively easily adjusted and 
slidably moved Within the dovetail slot. In such alternate 
embodiments, the trim piece may include a dovetail slot (or 
T-shaped slot, etc.) that does not extend all the Way to either 
or both ends of the trim piece. For example, FIG. 21 
illustrates a trim piece 422 having a dovetail slot 426 that 
does not extend completely through to the end 456 of the 
trim piece 422. In this embodiment, the device 430 can be 
inserted Within the dovetail slot 426 and then rotated about 
ninety degrees to thereby interlockingly retain the device 
430 Within the dovetail slot 426. In various embodiments, 
the device 430 may still be able to slide Within the dovetail 
slot 426 even after it has been rotated to a position in Which 
the dovetail portion 438 has been rotated and interlockingly 
retained Within the slot 426. Conversely, the trim piece 422 
in such embodiments may also be able to slide relative to the 
device 430. For example, tWo devices 430 could be inserted 
at each end portion of the dovetail slot 426 and rotated about 
ninety degrees to a retained position, after Which each device 
430 may be clipped onto the front portion (or other portion) 
of a Wire ventilated shelf (or other type of shelf). Once 
assembled, the devices 430 can be held in a relatively 
stationary position by the shelf, While the trim piece 422 is 
able to slide relative to the devices 430. By virtue of the 
dovetail slot 426 not extending completely through to the 
end portion 456 of the trim piece 422, the trim piece 422 
Would not be able to slide completely off the dovetail portion 
438 of the devices 430. As such, the trim piece 422 Would 
be slidably retained on the devices 430, Which in turn, Would 
be mounted to the shelf. 

[0060] FIG. 22 illustrates another shelving application in 
Which a device can be used to connect a shelf (e.g., Wire 
ventilated shelf, etc.) to a horizontal member (e.g., trim 
piece, support member, etc). As shoWn in FIG. 22, the 
devices 530 are connecting a Wire shelf 550 to a horizontal 
support member 522. The devices 530 can be inserted Within 
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the dovetail slot 526 (or other slot con?guration) de?ned by 
the horizontal member 522. The horizontal member 522, in 
turn, can be af?xed or secured to a Wall or other vertical 
support surface. Accordingly, the devices 530 in this 
example are used to help support the shelf 550 by alloWing 
for the transfer of loads from the shelf 550 to the horizontal 
member 522. The transferred loads may arise from the 
Weight of the shelf 550 and/ or from the goods or supplies on 
the shelf 550. 

[0061] With continued reference to FIG. 22, the devices 
530 have been positioned Within the slot 526 such that the 
generally U-shaped clip 532 is oriented With the opening of 
the clip’s slot 534 facing generally upWard. Alternatively, 
the devices 530 could instead be positioned such that the 
opening of the slot 534 faces generally doWnWard (as shoWn 
in FIG. 1). In Which case, the clip 532 Would have a 
generally upside doWn U-shaped transverse pro?le. 

[0062] In FIG. 22, the shelf members 552 are positioned 
Within the clip slots 534 of tWo devices 530, thereby 
attaching the devices 530 to the shelf 550. Although FIG. 22 
illustrates tWo rod or Wire members 552 positioned Within 
the clips 532, the clips 532 and/or shelf 550 may alternately 
be con?gured such that more or less than tWo rod members 
552 can be positioned With the clip slots 534. In addition, 
other means besides clips can be employed for attaching the 
devices 530 to the shelf 550. 

[0063] In the particular shelving system shoWn in FIG. 22, 
the shelf 550 also includes support arms 554. These support 
arms 554 can help stabilize the shelf 550 and inhibit pivoting 
of the shelf 550 about the rod members 552. When the rod 
members 552 are positioned Within the clips 532, the shelf 
550 receives vertical support from the clip members 532 of 
the devices 530. Arms 554 can also provide support to 
inhibit the shelf 550 from rotating about the rod members 
552. The arms 554 can include a bent portion for contacting 
another surface, such as the vertical Wall to Which the 
horizontal member 522 is mounted. In this exemplary man 
ner, the arms 554 can help counteract the moment about the 
rod members 552 created by a cantilever load resulting from 
items placed on the shelf 550. It should be noted that for the 
shelving system shoWn in FIG. 22 (and other shelving 
structures), any number of (i.e., one or more) devices 530 
may be employed to secure the shelf 550 to the horizontal 
member 522. 

[0064] FIGS. 23 through 28 illustrate another embodiment 
including a device 630, trim piece or molding 622, and a 
ventilated Wire shelf 650. As shoWn in FIG. 23, the venti 
lated shelf 650 includes tWo Wires or rod members 652 
disposed generally vertically relative to one another. The 
shelf 650 also includes Wire members 660 extending over 
the upper rod member 652 and cascade doWnWardly to 
connect to the loWer rod member 652. The shelf 650 also 
includes at least one hook member 662 having a ?rst end 664 
and a second end 666. The ?rst end 662 is connected to the 
upper rod member 652, and the second end 666 is connected 
to a hanger rod 668. The device 630 and/or trim piece 622, 
hoWever, can be used With other types of shelves besides the 
ventilated Wire shelf shoWn in FIGS. 23 through 28. 

[0065] The device 630 includes a thumb screW portion 632 
generally opposite the interlocking member 638. As shoWn 
in FIGS. 25 and 28, the device 630 is attached to the shelf 
650 by Way of the shelf members 652 and 660 being 
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sandwiched generally between the thumb screw portion 632 
and the trim piece 622. More speci?cally, the shelf members 
652 and 660 are sandwiched between the ?ange or shoulder 
672 and the trim piece 622. Alternatively, other means can 
be employed for attaching the device 630 to the shelf 650. 

[0066] A portion 670 of the device 630 is positioned 
within the space de?ned between the rod members 652 and 
660. In other embodiments, the device 630 (or other devices 
of the present invention) may be positioned within other 
openings de?ned by shelf components including holes, slots, 
slits, voids between the wire members, etc. 

[0067] In the particular illustrated embodiment, the device 
portion 670 is a generally circular and cylindrical. Alterna 
tively, other suitable shapes can be employed for the device 
portion 670, such as rectangular, triangular, ovular, etc. 

[0068] As best shown in FIGS. 27 and 28, the device 630 
includes a projection or tab 658. This tab 658 allows a user 
to readily rotate the device 630 between a ?rst orientation 
(FIG. 27) and a second orientation (FIG. 28). Alternatively, 
other means can be employed for allowing a user to rotate 
the device 630 between the ?rst and second orientations. 

[0069] Certain terminology is used herein for purposes of 
reference only, and thus is not intended to be limiting. For 
example, terms such as “upper”, “lower”, “above”, and 
“below” refer to directions in the drawings to which refer 
ence is made. Terms such as “front”, “back”, “rear”, “bot 
tom” and “side”, describe the orientation of portions of the 
component within a consistent but arbitrary frame of refer 
ence which is made clear by reference to the text and the 
associated drawings describing the component under dis 
cussion. Such terminology may include the words speci? 
cally mentioned above, derivatives thereof, and words of 
similar import. Similarly, the terms “?rst”, “second” and 
other such numerical terms referring to structures do not 
imply a sequence or order unless clearly indicated by the 
context. 

[0070] When introducing elements or features of the 
present invention and the exemplary embodiments, the 
articles “a”, “an”, “the” and “said” are intended to mean that 
there are one or more of such elements or features. The terms 

“comprising”, “including” and “having” are intended to be 
inclusive and mean that there may be additional elements or 
features other than those speci?cally noted. 

[0071] The description of the invention is merely exem 
plary in nature and, thus, variations that do not depart from 
the gist of the invention are intended to be within the scope 
of the invention. Such variations are not to be regarded as a 
departure from the spirit and scope of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An assembly for use with a shelf, the assembly com 

prising at least one trim piece including a slot along at least 
a portion thereof, and at least one device con?gured for 
attaching the trim piece to the shelf, the at least one device 
including an interlocking member con?gured to be inter 
lockingly retained within the slot. 

2. The assembly of claim 1, wherein the interlocking 
member is con?gured to be positioned in a ?rst orientation 
within the slot and rotated to a second orientation in which 
the interlocking member is interlockingly retained within the 
slot. 
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3. The assembly of claim 1, wherein the interlocking 
member and the slot form a dovetail joint when the inter 
locking member is interlockingly retained within the slot. 

4. The assembly of claim 1, wherein the slot comprises a 
dovetail slot, and wherein the interlocking member com 
prises a dovetail. 

5. The assembly of claim 1, wherein the slot has a 
generally T- shaped transverse pro?le, and wherein the inter 
locking member has a generally T-shaped transverse pro?le. 

6. The assembly of claim 1, wherein the at least one 
device includes a clip con?gured to engagingly receive a 
portion of the shelf for attaching the at least one device to the 
shelf. 

7. The assembly of claim 1, wherein the at least one 
device includes a thumb screw portion generally opposite 
the interlocking member. 

8. A shelving system comprising at least one shelf, at least 
one trim piece including a slot along at least a portion 
thereof, and at least one device attached to the shelf, the at 
least one device including an interlocking member inter 
lockingly retained within the slot. 

9. The shelving system of claim 8, wherein the interlock 
ing member is con?gured to be positioned in a ?rst orien 
tation within the slot and rotated to a second orientation in 
which the interlocking member is interlockingly retained 
within the slot. 

10. The shelving system of claim 8, further comprising a 
dovetail joint formed between the interlocking member and 
the slot. 

11. The shelving system of claim 8, wherein the slot 
comprises a dovetail slot, and wherein the interlocking 
member comprises a dovetail. 

12. The shelving system of claim 8, wherein the slot has 
a generally T-shaped transverse pro?le, and wherein the 
interlocking member has a generally T-shaped transverse 
pro?le. 

13. The shelving system of claim 8, wherein the at least 
one device includes a clip engaged to the shelf. 

14. The shelving system of claim 13, wherein the at least 
one shelf is a ventilated shelf including at least one rod 
member engaged by the clip. 

15. The shelving system of claim 13, wherein the at least 
one shelf is a ventilated shelf having at least two rod 
members disposed generally vertically relative to one 
another and engaged by the clip. 

16. The shelving system of claim 8, wherein the slot is 
disposed longitudinally along the trim piece but the slot does 
not extend completely through to each end of the trim piece. 

17. The shelving system of claim 8, wherein the at least 
one device includes a thumb screw portion generally oppo 
site the interlocking member. 

18. The shelving system of claim 8, wherein the at least 
one shelf is a ventilated shelf having at least two rod 
members spaced apart from one another, wherein the at least 
one device includes a portion positioned within the space 
de?ned between the at least two rod members. 

19. The shelving system of claim 8, wherein the shelf 
includes a portion sandwiched generally between the trim 
piece and a portion of the at least one device, whereby the 
sandwiching attaches the at least one device to the shelf. 

20. A device for attaching a trim piece to a ventilated 
shelf, the device comprising a clip and a dovetail portion 
disposed generally opposite the clip, the clip con?gured to 
engagingly receive a portion of at least one rod member of 
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the ventilated shelf, the dovetail portion con?gured to be 
retained Within a dovetail slot disposed along at least a 
portion of the decorative trim piece. 

21. The device of claim 20, further comprising a catch at 
an end portion of the clip for helping to retain the shelf 
portion Within the clip. 

22. A method of attaching a decorative trim piece to a 
shelf With at least one device having an interlocking mem 
ber, the method comprising retaining the interlocking mem 
ber Within a slot disposed along at least a portion of the 
decorative trim piece, and attaching the at least one device 
to the shelf. 

23. The method of claim 22, Wherein the at least one 
device includes a clip disposed generally opposite the inter 
locking member, and Wherein attaching the at least one 
device to the shelf includes positioning a portion of the shelf 
Within the clip. 

24. The method of claim 22, Wherein the slot comprises 
a dovetail slot, and Wherein the interlocking member com 
prises a dovetail. 

25. The method of claim 22, Wherein the interlocking 
member has a generally T-shaped transverse pro?le, and 
Wherein the slot has a generally T-shaped transverse pro?le. 
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26. The method of claim 22, Wherein retaining the inter 
locking member Within the slot includes sliding the inter 
locking member into the slot from an open end of the slot. 

27. The method of claim 22, Wherein retaining the inter 
locking member Within the slot includes positioning the 
interlocking member in a ?rst orientation Within the slot and 
then rotating the interlocking member to a second orienta 
tion. 

28. The method of claim 22, Wherein no tools are required 
for retaining the interlocking member Within the slot and 
attaching the at least one device to the shelf. 

29. The method of claim 22, Wherein the at least one 
device includes a thumb screW portion generally opposite 
the interlocking member. 

30. The method of claim 22, Wherein attaching the at least 
one device to the shelf includes positioning a portion of the 
at least one device Within a space de?ned betWeen at least 
tWo Wire members of the shelf. 

31. The method of claim 22, Wherein attaching the at least 
one device to the shelf includes sandWiching portions of at 
least one Wire member of the shelf generally betWeen a 
portion of the at least one device and the trim piece. 

* * * * * 


