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TOWEL TOTE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] Frequenting a beach, lake, pool or camp is a 
common summertime activity, especially for children. Atrip 
to a beach or lake typically requires the visitor to bring With 
them a variety of items, including but not limited to a toWel, 
suntan lotion, a radio or MP3 player, a snack, sunglasses, a 
book, a cell phone, a change of clothing and a Wallet. 
Carrying these items can be cumbersome, so numerous 
devices have been created to address this problem. 

[0002] For example, US. Pat. No. 6,276,828, issued to 
Otley et al. describes a toWel With Zippered pockets that can 
be folded and used as a tote bag. US. Pat. No. 4,967,986 
discloses a carryall suitable for transporting a toWel, having 
a plurality of enclosures that can be used for storage. Patent 
Application US2004/0l55077 also discloses a combination 
beach toWel and knapsack. This toWel can be converted into 
a knapsack, suitable for Wearing on the user’s back and also 
has a storage pocket. 

[0003] Each of these disclosures attempts to alleviate the 
burden of carrying a variety of items to the beach. HoWever, 
in all three cases, the solution requires the purchase of a 
special toWel. In other Words, a family Would be required to 
buy at least one toWel for each family member (assuming 
that the same toWel could be used every day). If the 
specialiZed toWel Were not Washed and ready for use the next 
day, the user Would be forced to either forgo bringing the 
toWel, or bring it Without cleaning it ?rst. Additional special 
purpose toWels Would need to be purchased to insure avail 
ability in the case of guests. Furthermore, due to the special 
features incorporated in each of these toWels, they are less 
practical for everyday use. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] The shortcomings of the prior art are overcome by 
the present invention. The present invention provides a 
lightWeight but durable carryall for a beach toWel or other 
object(s), With additional storage space, in the form of 
pockets. This apparatus can be used With any bath or beach 
siZed toWel, thus obviating the need to purchase special 
beach toWel/tote bag combinations. Brie?y, the apparatus is 
secured around a folded and rolled toWel, using straps that 
can be tied together or secured With a fastener, such as 
Velcro®. The apparatus also has shoulder straps, Which 
alloW the apparatus and attached toWel to be Worn as a 
backpack, thereby freeing the user’s arms and hands. This 
alloWs “hands free” mobility for safe travel such as on foot, 
bike, scooter, moped, or motorcycle. “Hands free” mobility 
is an important safety feature for all users, especially for 
children, caretakers Who Wish to hold the hands of children, 
or those Who Wish to free their hands to carry other items. 
The tote can also be used Without a toWel to secure clothing 
or items for an overnight stay or other purposes. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0005] FIG. 1 is a front vieW shoWing the present inven 
tion; 
[0006] FIG. 2 is a vieW shoWing the present invention as 
it is intended to be Worn; and 

[0007] FIG. 3 is a vieW shoWing a second embodiment of 
the present invention. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0008] FIG. 1 shoWs a front vieW of the present invention. 
The present invention has a main portion 10, from Which at 
least one elongated member 20 extends. This elongated 
member 20 is adapted to encircle a beach toWel or blanket 
that is sheet-like and is preferably in a rolled-up state, or 
other objects having similar bulk, such as a change of 
clothing that is appropriately rolled-up or bundled. In the 
preferred embodiment, tWo such elongated members 20 are 
shoWn, each With a pair of free ends, although the invention 
is not so limited. These elongated members preferably 
extend from the main body 10 of the tote betWeen 6 and 12 
inches and Wrap around the object to be carried. These 
elongated members 20, Which are preferably between 1 and 
2 inches Wide, are then fastened together to hold the object 
in place. These can be fastened using a fastener, such as 
Velcro®, metal or plastic clasps, or other fastening devices, 
or may simply be tied together. 

[0009] In the preferred embodiment, the toWel is ?rst 
folded in half, or in thirds, along the smaller dimension. The 
toWel is then rolled along the longer dimension, thereby 
yielding a cylindrical shape. This cylindrically shaped toWel 
is then secured in the toWel tote, such that the cylinder is 
vertically aligned, as shoWn in FIG. 2. 

[0010] TWo loops 40, one located on each side of the main 
portion 10, are attached to the elongated members 20. These 
loops 40 are of such a siZe and distance apart so as to alloW 
the user to place one arm in each of the loops, thus alloWing 
the tote to be Worn around the shoulders as a knapsack. Each 
of these loops is preferably a single piece of fabric or 
Webbing, hoWever, adjustable or elastic straps are also 
Within the scope of the invention. In the preferred embodi 
ment, these loops 40 are betWeen 24 and 40 inches in 
circumference, and roughly l-2 inches Wide. The loops 40 
can also be formed once the apparatus is appropriately 
positioned on the user, such as by securing opposite ends of 
each loop With a fastening device such as Velcro. 

[0011] In a second embodiment, the loops 40 can be 
attached directly to the main portion 10. 

[0012] FIG. 2 illustrates the preferred method of use for 
the toWel tote. Using the loops 40, the user can carry the 
toWel or other object(s) and tote like a knapsack, or back 
pack. Those skilled in the art Will appreciate that the 
apparatus can be Worn on the front of the body as Well. 

[0013] Also located on the main portion of the tote are one 
or more pockets 50. These pockets 50 can be used to hold a 
variety of items, such as suntan lotion, a Wallet, keys, a 
radio, Water bottle, beverage, book, sunscreen, or other 
sundries typically transported to the beach, pool or camp. 
The opening of the pocket 50 can be secured onto the main 
portion such as With a Zipper, draWstring or Velcro®, if 
desired, to minimiZe the risk of items inadvertently falling 
from the pocket. 

[0014] In the preferred embodiment, the main pocket 50 is 
secured via a draWstring and has an opening of betWeen 7-12 
inches. This alloWs the placement of a Water bottle, or soda 
bottle in the main pocket. A second, smaller pocket 51 is also 
located on the main portion. This second pocket 51 is 
suitable to hold a Wallet, keys, cell phone or other articles of 
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an equivalent size. Alternatively, this second pocket could be 
placed on the back siZe of the main portion so as to hide it 
from vieW. 

[0015] By having pockets in the tote and the ability to 
Wear the tote as a backpack, the user’s hands and arms are 
unencumbered. This alloWs the user to Walk, run, bicycle, or 
skateboard to the pool, lake or beach. This solution alloWs 
children to bicycle With all of the necessary items, Without 
fear that the toWel Will be dropped, or get tangled in the 
spokes of the bicycle. Further, it reduces the risk that the 
child Will fall from the bicycle, since they are able to ride 
using both hands. In the case of an adult, this frees the 
adult’s hand to carry additional items, or to hold their child’s 
hand. 

[0016] Adding pockets to the beach toWels, as shoWn in 
FIG. 3, can enhance the storage capacity of the present 
invention. In this embodiment, the storage pocket of the tote 
is supplemented by the addition of one or more pockets 110 
seWn into the toWel 100. 

What is claimed: 
1. An apparatus for carrying a beach toWel and other 

items, comprising: 
a main portion; 

at least one elongated member extending from each side 
of said main portion, adapted to Wrap around and 
secure said toWel; 

at least tWo straps, each attached to said at least one 
elongated member, con?gured so as to provide tWo 
loops, each loop adapted to receive a respective arm of 
a user, thereby alloWing said apparatus to be Worn as a 
knapsack. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein said main portion 
comprises one or more pockets. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein at least one of said 
elongated members comprises a fastener such that said 
elongated member can be fastened to said elongated member 
extending from the opposite side of said main portion. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein said straps are 
adjustable. 

5. The apparatus of claim 1, comprising four elongated 
members, Wherein tWo of said four members are attached on 
each side of said main portion. 
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6. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein said elongated 
members are made from fabric. 

7. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein said elongated 
members are made from Webbing. 

8. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein said straps are made 
from fabric. 

9. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein said straps are made 
from Webbing. 

10. An apparatus for carrying a beach toWel and other 
items, comprising: 

a main portion; 

at least one elongated member extending from each side 
of said main portion, adapted to Wrap around and 
secure said toWel; 

at least tWo straps, each attached to said main portion, 
con?gured so as to provide tWo loops, each loop 
adapted to receive a respective arm of a user, thereby 
alloWing said apparatus to be Worn as a knapsack. 

11. The apparatus of claim 10, Wherein said main portion 
comprises one or more pockets. 

12. The apparatus of claim 10, Wherein at least one of said 
elongated members comprises a fastener such that said 
elongated member can be fastened to said elongated member 
extending from the opposite side of said main portion. 

13. The apparatus of claim 10, Wherein said straps are 
adjustable. 

14. The apparatus of claim 10, comprising four elongated 
members, Wherein tWo of said four members are attached on 
each side of said main portion. 

15. The apparatus of claim 10, Wherein said elongated 
members are made from fabric. 

16. The apparatus of claim 10, Wherein said elongated 
members are made from Webbing. 

17. The apparatus of claim 10, Wherein said straps are 
made from fabric. 

18. The apparatus of claim 10, Wherein said straps are 
made from Webbing. 


