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A tool belt for fastening about a Wearer’s torso comprises a 
support belt having a ?rst end and a second end each having 
attachment means for securing the belt about the Wearer’s 
torso. A plurality of individual cushion pads is attached to 
the support belt on a proximal surface of the support belt. At 
least one of a plurality of magnetic elements is associated 
With one of the individual cushion pads. The individual 

(73) Assignee: Contractor Pro 

(21) Appl' NO" 11/169,318 cushion pad has an indentation formed in a proximal surface 

(22) Filed: Jun_ 28, 2005 thereof, shaped to correspond to a shape of the at least one 
magnetic element, and the at least one magnetic element is 

Publication Classi?cation at least partially disposed Within the indentation in the 
cushion pad to restrict movement of the magnetic element 

(51) Int. Cl. relative to the cushion pad While the belt is in use about the 
A41F 9/00 (2006.01) Wearer’s torso. 
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TOOL BELT 

BACKGROUND 

[0001] 
[0002] The present invention relates generally to belts for 
storing and carrying tools. More particularly, the present 
invention relates to tool belts that provide a therapeutic 
bene?t to the Wearer and that are easily handled by a Wearer. 

[0003] 2. RelatedArt 

[0004] Tool belts have been used for some time to carry or 
store a variety of tools, fasteners, equipment, etc., about a 
Wearer’s Waist or torso. Such belts typically include 
pouches, hooks, clips and similar structure on or in Which 
tools and equipment are carried by the belt While the belt is 
secured about the individual’s Waist. In this manner, as the 
individual travels from one Working location to another, he 
or she can ensure that the tools and equipment necessary for 
a particular job are available for use in any particular 
location. 

[0005] While tool belts have become much needed acces 
sories for individuals in a variety of trades, they continue to 
suffer from a number of problems. For example, storage of 
tools and equipment on a tool belt necessarily adds, some 
times signi?cantly, to the Weight of the belt. As the Weight 
of a loaded tool belt increases, detrimental stress applied to 
the Wearer’s back and body increases. This problem is often 
exacerbated by the fact that many tool belts are not “loaded” 
uniformly, e. g., they are often heavier on one side or another, 
increasing the detrimental stress or strain applied to a 
Wearer’s back. Increased stress or strain on a Wearer’s back 
can result not only in discomfort, but can lead to injury that 
can result in loss of productivity and morale, and may 
require expensive medical procedures. 

[0006] In addition, the types of tools and equipment often 
stored or carried on a tool belt have disparate shapes, lengths 
and Weights. While the tool belt is generally capable of 
adequately storing such tools When the belt is strapped about 
a Waist of the individual, many of the pouches, hooks or 
clips are designed to properly hold tools and other devices 
only When the belt is in an upright orientation. This design 
not only alloWs the belt to be used to store a variety of 
odd-shaped tools and equipment, but also alloWs relatively 
easy insertion and WithdraWal of the tools from the belt by 
the individual. 

1. Field of the Invention 

[0007] As a result, in the event the belt is tipped, or not 
otherWise held in an upright orientation, the tools and 
equipment can easily fall out of the pouches, hooks or other 
storage structure. Most Wearers of such tool belts become 
accustomed to this and compensate for this fact by main 
taining a generally upright posture When Wearing the belt. 
HoWever, When the individual removes the tool belt it can be 
very dif?cult to retain all portions of the belt in an upright 
con?guration While holding or transporting the belt by hand, 
and carrying the belt by hand can result in tools or equip 
ment falling from the belt. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] It has been recogniZed that it Would be advanta 
geous to develop a tool belt that provides a therapeutic 
bene?t to a Wearer of the tool belt during use of the tool belt. 
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In addition, it has been recogniZed that it Would be advan 
tageous to develop a tool belt that can be readily manipu 
lated or handled While not in use Without dislodging tools or 
equipment from the belt. 

[0009] The present invention provides a tool belt for 
fastening about a Wearer’s torso, including a support belt 
con?gured to be disposed about the Wearer’s torso and 
having a ?rst end and a second end. The ?rst and the second 
end can each have attachment means for securing the belt 
about the Wearer’s torso. A plurality of individual cushion 
pads can be attached to the support belt on a proximal 
surface of the support belt. A plurality of magnetic elements 
can also be provided, at least one of Which is associated With 
one of the individual cushion pads. The individual cushion 
pad can have an indentation formed in a proximal surface 
thereof, the indentation being shaped to correspond to a 
shape of the at least one magnetic element. The at least one 
magnetic element can be at least partially disposed Within 
the indentation in the cushion pad to restrict movement of 
the magnetic element relative to the cushion pad While the 
belt is in use about the Wearer’s torso. 

[0010] In accordance With another aspect of the invention, 
a tool belt for fastening about a Wearer’s torso is provided, 
including a support belt having a ?rst end and a second end. 
The ?rst end and the second end can each have attachment 
means for securing the belt about the Wearer’s torso. A 
plurality of individual cushion pads can be attached to the 
support belt on a proximal surface of the support belt. A 
plurality of magnetic elements can also be provided, each 
being coupled to a proximal surface of one of the individual 
cushion pads. Each of the individual cushion pads can have 
at least tWo con?gurations: i) a ?rst, relaxed con?guration in 
Which the magnetic element associated With the individual 
cushion pad protrudes partially above the proximal surface 
of the cushion pad; and ii) a second, compressed con?gu 
ration in Which the magnetic element is compressed into the 
individual cushion pad in substantially a same plane as the 
proximal surface of the cushion pad. 

[0011] In accordance With another aspect of the invention, 
a tool belt for fastening about a Wearer’s torso is provided, 
including a support belt having a ?rst end and a second end. 
The ?rst end and the second end can each have attachment 
means for securing the belt about the Wearer’s torso. At least 
one handle can be attached to the tool belt, the handle being 
operable to receive a hand of the Wearer to enable the Wearer 
to support the tool belt With his or her hand. 

[0012] Additional features and advantages of the inven 
tion Will be apparent from the detailed description Which 
folloWs, taken in conjunction With the accompanying draW 
ings, Which together illustrate, by Way of example, features 
of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0013] Additional features and advantages of the inven 
tion Will be apparent from the detailed description Which 
folloWs, taken in conjunction With the accompanying draW 
ings, Which together illustrate, by Way of example, features 
of the invention, and Wherein: 

[0014] FIG. 1A is a front vieW shoWing a proximal side of 
a tool belt in accordance With an embodiment of the present 

invention; 
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[0015] FIG. 1B is a rear vieW showing a distal side of the 
tool belt of FIG. 1A; 

[0016] FIG. 2 is a side vieW ofa cushion pad section ofthe 
tool belt of FIG. 1A, taken along section A-A of FIG. 1A; 

[0017] FIG. 3 is another vieW of the cushion pad of FIG. 
2, shoWn in a compressed con?guration; 

[0018] FIG. 4A is a side vieW of another cushion pad 
section of the tool belt of FIG. 1A, taken along section A-A 
of FIG. 1A; and 

[0019] FIG. 4B is an exploded vieW ofcushion pad section 
of FIG. 4A. 

[0020] Reference Will noW be made to the exemplary 
embodiments illustrated, and speci?c language Will be used 
herein to describe the same. It Will nevertheless be under 
stood that no limitation of the scope of the invention is 
thereby intended. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0021] Reference Will noW be made to the exemplary 
embodiments illustrated in the draWings, and speci?c lan 
guage Will be used herein to describe the same. It Will 
nevertheless be understood that no limitation of the scope of 
the invention is thereby intended. Alterations and further 
modi?cations of the inventive features illustrated herein, and 
additional applications of the principles of the inventions as 
illustrated herein, Which Would occur to one of ordinary skill 
in the relevant art and having possession of this disclosure, 
are to be considered Within the scope of the invention. 

[0022] In describing and/or claiming the present inven 
tion, the folloWing terminology may be used: 

[0023] As used herein, the term “proximal” is to be 
understood to refer to a location that is nearer to a Wearer of 

a tool belt than to persons or things about the Wearer. 
Similarly, the term “distal” is to be understood to refer to a 
location that is nearer persons or things about the individual 
than to the Wearer of the tool belt. Thus, in the case Where 
a tool belt is strapped about a person, the surface or “side” 
of the tool belt that contacts the Wearer’s back, sides and 
stomach is the proximal surface or side of the tool belt. In 
this example, the proximal side of the tool belt extends about 
and is exposed toWard (or is in contact With) the Wearer’s 
torso. 

[0024] As used herein, the terms “inseparably coupled” 
and “inseparably attached” are to be understood to refer to 
a condition in Which tWo or more structures are stitched, 

bonded, melded, attached, or otherWise joined to one 
another in such a manner that they cannot be separated from 
one another Without causing structural damage to at least 
one of the tWo or more structures. The term “inseparably 
coupled” does not apply, for example, to tWo or more 
materials that are merely held adjacent one another, or one 
Within another, and are capable of being separated during 
normal usage of a device comprised of the materials. 

[0025] As illustrated in the attached ?gures, in one exem 
plary embodiment, the present invention generally provides 
a tool belt 10 for fastening about a Wearer’s torso. The tool 
belt can generally be attached about the Wearer’s Waist or 
torso in a similar manner as conventional tool belts are Worn. 

Due to the similar nature of this aspect of the invention to 
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conventional tool belts, no individual or Wearer is illustrated 
in the ?gures, it being understood that one of ordinary skill 
in the art could readily adapt the present invention for use 
With individual Wearers. 

[0026] As shoWn in detail in FIGS. 1A-3, the tool belt 10 
can generally include a support belt 12 that can be con?g 
ured to be disposed about the Wearer’s torso and can have a 
?rst end 14 and a second end 16. The ?rst and second ends 
can each have attachment means 15 and 17, respectively, 
associated thereWith for securing the belt about the Wearer’s 
torso. The attachment means can be of a variety knoWn to 
those of ordinary skill in the art, including buckles, straps, 
hook-and-loop fasteners, snaps, buttons, etc. 

[0027] A plurality of individual cushion pads 18 can be 
attached to the support belt 12 on a proximal surface 20 of 
the support belt. The pads can provide a cushioned interface 
betWeen the Wearer and the belt to provide a more comfort 
able Working environment for the Wearer. The cushion pads 
can generally be conformable and compressible and can be 
formed from a variety of materials, including open-cell foam 
and similar materials. A plurality of magnetic elements 22 
can be provided, at least one of Which can be associated With 
one of the individual cushion pads. In the example shoWn in 
FIGS. 1A, 2 and 3, magnetic element 22a is associated With 
cushion pad 18a. 

[0028] As best appreciated from vieWing FIG. 2, the 
individual cushion pad 1811 can have an indentation 24 
formed in a proximal surface 26 thereof. The indentation can 
be shaped to correspond to a shape of the magnetic element 
22a. The at least one magnetic element can be at least 
partially disposed Within the indentation in the cushion pad 
to restrict lateral movement of the magnetic element relative 
to the cushion pad While the tool belt is in use about the 
Wearer’s torso. While not so required, in one aspect of the 
invention, the magnetic element is bonded or attached 
Within the indentation to aid in retaining the magnetic 
element Within the indentation. 

[0029] In the embodiments illustrated in the ?gures, the 
magnetic elements 22 and the indentations 24 are generally 
circular in shape. HoWever, the magnetic elements and the 
indentations can be formed in a variety of shapes, including 
square, rectangular, oval, etc., as Would occur to one skilled 
in the relevant art. Also, While the siZe of the magnetic 
elements is shoWn as generally much smaller than the 
cushion pads, it is to be understood that the magnetic 
elements can be larger or smaller, relative to the cushion pad, 
depending upon the particular application in Which the 
magnetic elements and cushion pads are to be used. 

[0030] It Will thus be appreciated that the present inven 
tion provides a tool belt that includes both cushion pads 18 
that provide a conformable, comfortable interface betWeen 
the tool belt and the Wearer of the tool belt, and magnetic 
elements 22 that can provide a therapeutic bene?t to the 
Wearer. The bene?ts of magnet therapy in relieving pain and 
stiffness have been studied for some time. In general, 
magnetic therapy involves the placement of magnetic 
devices on or near the body to relieve pain and facilitate 
healing or sore muscles, joints, etc. 

[0031] While the precise mechanism through Which mag 
netic therapy operates has not been clearly proven, advo 
cates of magnetic therapy claim that such therapy has a 
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positive effect on the body, particularly in relieving pain. In 
general, it is believed that the magnetic ?elds produced by 
magnets (or by devices that generate electromagnetic cur 
rent) can penetrate the human body and a?fect the function 
ing of individual cells and improve the Working of the 
nervous system and various organs. 

[0032] The present invention thus provides a tool belt 
having the bene?cial aspects of magnetic therapy coupled, 
in some embodiments, With the therapeutic bene?t of com 
pressible support cushion pads. The magnetic elements 22 
used in the present invention can be of a variety of types, and 
in one embodiment are permanent magnets that generate a 
magnetic ?eld ranging from 250 to 750 gauss. In one 
embodiment of the invention, the magnetic elements are 
permanent magnets that generate a magnetic ?eld of about 
500 gauss. 

[0033] In the case Where the magnetic elements used are 
moderately to highly directional, the magnetic elements can 
be disposed on or coupled in or to the cushion pads such that 
the magnetic ?eld generated by the magnetic elements is 
directed aWay from the proximal surface of the belt toWard 
the Wearer. While permanent magnets are used in some 
embodiments of the invention, the magnetic elements can 
also be temporary magnets and/or electromagnets, as Would 
occur to one having ordinary skill in the art. In those aspects 
of the invention Where electromagnets are used, a suitable 
poWer supply (not shoWn) can be provided on or near the 
tool belt to provide poWer to the electromagnets. 

[0034] As shoWn in FIGS. 2 and 3, in one aspect of the 
invention the magnetic element 22a can protrude at least 
partially above the proximal surface 26 of the cushion pad 
1811. In this manner, as the Wearer dons the tool belt, the 
magnetic element contacts the Wearer ?rst (or, in most cases, 
contacts the clothing of the Wearer ?rst). As the belt is 
cinched about the Wearer, the magnetic element is com 
pressed into the cushion pad until a proximal surface 23 of 
the magnetic element and the proximal surface of the 
cushion pad are aligned in substantially the same plane, as 
shoWn schematically by plane 28 in FIG. 3. Thus, in this 
aspect of the invention, the individual cushion pad includes: 
i) a ?rst, relaxed con?guration in Which the at least one 
magnetic element protrudes partially above the proximal 
surface of the cushion pad; and ii) a second, compressed 
con?guration in Which the magnetic element is compressed 
into the individual cushion such that the proximal surface of 
the magnetic element is substantially level With the proximal 
surface of the cushion pad. 

[0035] The individual cushion pad 18 can thus circum 
scribe the at least one magnetic element 22 to form a 
cushioned area of contact With a back of the Wearer about the 
at least one magnetic element. In this manner, the portion of 
the support belt 12 contacting the Wearer (or the Wearer’s 
clothes) includes a magnetic contact interface surrounded by 
a cushion pad interface. This con?guration can maximiZe the 
therapeutic bene?t provided by the tool belt. 

[0036] The number of cushion pads and magnetic ele 
ments provided on the belt can vary according to the 
particular application of the tool belt. For example, in the 
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1A, eighteen cushion pads 
18 are provided With only the innermost six cushion pads 
having a magnetic element 22 associated thereWith. Thus, in 
this aspect of the invention, a plurality of cushion pads are 
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provided but only a portion of that plurality includes a 
magnetic element. In addition, each of the cushion pads With 
Which a magnetic element is associated can include only a 
single magnetic element, or can include multiple magnetic 
elements, depending upon the particular application in 
Which the tool belt is to be used. 

[0037] The magnetic elements 22 can be disposed on the 
proximal 26 surface of the cushion pads 18 in a variety of 
locations, and in one embodiment the magnetic element is 
substantially centered on the proximal surface of the cushion 
pad, in both a horiZontal and a vertical aspect. This aspect of 
the invention can maximiZe the therapeutic bene?t of both 
the magnetic interface and the cushion interface betWeen the 
tool belt and the Wearer’s torso by providing ample cushion 
surface about all sides of the magnetic element. 

[0038] In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1A, the 
plurality of individual cushion pads 18 are each separated by 
an air space 54. The air space can be con?gured to alloW at 
least a degree of compression of each pad independently of 
an adjacent pad. This aspect of the invention alloWs the 
support belt 12 to conform to the possibly unique curvature 
of a Wearer’s torso by alloWing variable degrees of com 
pression of individual cushion pads. In addition, the air 
space betWeen adjacent cushion pads can alloW air to 
circulate betWeen the cushion pads to provide ventilation to 
aid in maintaining a cool and dry environment betWeen the 
support belt and the Wearer’s torso. 

[0039] As shoWn in FIG. 2, the support belt 12 can include 
a substantially continuous, conformable cover 58 that can be 
applied over the cushion pads and the magnetic elements to 
integrate the pads and magnetic elements into a single unit. 
In the aspect of the invention illustrated in FIGS. 4A and 4B, 
each cushion pad and magnetic element can be covered by 
an individual cover 5811. This aspect of the invention can be 
advantageous in embodiments of the invention in Which the 
cushion pads are individually removable from the support 
belt 12 to alloW a Wearer to customiZe the cushion pad 
arrangement to tailor the belt for his or her oWn preferences. 
The cushion pad 18 of FIGS. 4A and 4B can be attached by 
attachment means 61, such as a hook-and-loop attachment 
system component that can securely but removably attach 
the individual cushion pads to the support belt. Thus, the 
pads can be relatively easily removed from the support belt 
and can be reattached in a di?ferent location. 

[0040] The tool belt 10 can include a variety of hooks, 
pouches, straps, etc. (not shoWn in the ?gures) to alloW tools 
and equipment to be stored on or in the tool belt, as Would 
occur to one of ordinary skill in the art. In one aspect of the 
invention, a strip 52 of a portion of a hook-and-loop fastener 
system can be adhered to a distal surface 21 of the support 
belt 12 to aid in securing a variety of pouches, straps, etc. to 
the belt. In a typical scenario, a tool pouch (not shoWn) can 
be looped or extended about the belt and the strip 52 can 
engage a corresponding fastener material on the pouch to aid 
in securing the tool pouch from moving relative to the belt. 
The tool pouch can be of a variety of types knoWn to those 
skilled in the art and can be con?gured to hold tools and 
fasteners such as nails, screWs, etc. 

[0041] As shoWn in FIG. 1B, the support belt 12 can 
include straps 56 that can alloW an auxiliary belt (not shoWn) 
to be attached about the support belt to provide additional 
support to the support belt to secure the tool belt about a 
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Wearer’s torso. Eyelets 60 can also be coupled to the support 
belt to alloW suspenders (not shown) to be attached to the 
support belt to provide additional support to the tool belt. 

[0042] Returning to FIGS. 1 and 2, a tool belt in accor 
dance With another aspect of the invention can include 
support belt 12 that can be con?gured to be disposed about 
the Wearer’s torso. At least one handle 50 can be attached to 
the tool belt and can be operable to receive a hand (not 
shoWn) of the Wearer to enable the Wearer to support or carry 
the tool belt With his or her hand. This aspect of the 
invention can be advantageous in carrying the tool belt from 
one location to another, installing the tool belt about a Waist, 
storing the tool belt in a vehicle, etc. As the handles 50 can 
be coupled directly to the tool belt, the Weight of the tool belt 
can be supported securely by a hand of the Wearer, and the 
Wearer can carry the belt Without dislodging tools or equip 
ment from the tool belt. 

[0043] In the aspect of the invention shoWn in FIGS. 1A 
and 1B, the belt 10 includes tWo handles 50. HoWever, the 
belt can include a single or multiple handles, as a particular 
application may dictate. The placement of the handles 
relative to a length of the support belt 12 can also vary. For 
example, each of the handles 50 can be attached on opposing 
sides of the support belt and can be substantially centered 
lengthWise on each of tWo halves of the belt. In this manner, 
When both of the handles are grasped by a Wearer, the tool 
belt as a Whole is supported by the handles and the tool belt 
can be safely transported, stored, etc., Without causing tools 
and equipment to fall from the tool belt. Thus, tools and 
equipment need not be “unloaded” from the tool belt prior 
to removing the belt from about a torso, or transporting or 
storing the tool belt. 

[0044] The siZe, location and con?guration of the handles 
50 can vary, and in one embodiment the handles de?ne a 
hand opening 62 betWeen the handle and the belt. The hand 
opening can have a height H that is betWeen about 1 inch and 
about 4 inches, and in one embodiment is about 11/2 inches. 
The hand opening can have a Width betWeen about 41/2 
inches to about 6 inches. By restraining the shape of the hand 
opening de?ned by the handles, the hand opening can be 
su?iciently large to alloW even a gloved hand to enter the 
hand opening, yet the handles do not extend above the belt 
to such an extent that the handles Will interfere With the 
storage and retrieval of tools and equipment from the belt. 

[0045] While not so required, the handles 50 shoWn in the 
exemplary embodiments of FIGS. 1A and 1B are insepara 
bly attached to the support belt 12. In the embodiment 
shoWn, the handles are inseparably attached by stitching the 
handles to the support belt. In this manner, the handles form 
an integral part of the tool belt and are not susceptible to 
sliding or moving relative to the length of the tool belt, even 
in those cases Where the tool belt is not loaded evenly. 

[0046] This feature of the invention is advantageous in 
that tool belts are often not loaded evenly, and one side of 
the belt may be much heavier than another side. In cases 
Where the handles are not ?xed relative to the belt, heavier 
portions of the belt can tend to slide or slump aWay from a 
handle, potentially resulting in tools or equipment falling or 
becoming dislodged from the belt. The present invention 
addresses this problem by ?xing the handles relative to the 
length of the belt to ensure that the full Weight of the belt is 
supported by the handles and that the belt cannot slide 
relative to the handles. 
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[0047] It is to be understood that the above-referenced 
arrangements are only illustrative of the application for the 
principles of the present invention. Numerous modi?cations 
and alternative arrangements can be devised Without depart 
ing from the spirit and scope of the present invention. While 
the present invention has been shoWn in the draWings and 
fully described above With particularity and detail in con 
nection With What is presently deemed to be the most 
practical and preferred embodiment(s) of the invention, it 
Will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art that 
numerous modi?cations can be made Without departing 
from the principles and concepts of the invention as set forth 
herein. 

1. A tool belt for fastening about a Wearer’s torso, com 
prising: 

a support belt having a ?rst end and a second end, the ?rst 
and second ends each having attachment means for 
securing the belt about the Wearer’s torso; 

a plurality of individual cushion pads attached to the 
support belt on a proximal surface of the support belt; 

a plurality of magnetic elements, at least one of Which is 
associated With one of the individual cushion pads; 

the individual cushion pad having an indentation formed 
in a proximal surface thereof, the indentation being 
shaped to correspond to a shape of the at least one 
magnetic element; and 

the at least one magnetic element being at least partially 
disposed Within the indentation in the cushion pad to 
restrict movement of the magnetic element relative to 
the cushion pad While the belt is in use about the 
Wearer’s torso. 

2. The tool belt of claim 1, Wherein the at least one 
magnetic element protrudes at least partially above the 
proximal surface of the cushion pad. 

3. The tool belt of claim 1, Wherein the individual cushion 
pad circumscribes the at least one magnetic element to form 
a cushioned area of contact With a back of the Wearer about 
the at least one magnetic element. 

4. The tool belt of claim 1, Wherein the individual cushion 
pad includes: 

a ?rst, relaxed con?guration in Which the at least one 
magnetic element protrudes partially above the proxi 
mal surface of the cushion pad; and 

a second, compressed con?guration in Which the mag 
netic element is compressed into the individual cushion 
such that a proximal surface of the magnetic element is 
substantially level With the proximal surface of the 
cushion pad. 

5. The tool belt of claim 1, Wherein the at least one 
magnetic element is bonded Within the indentation in the 
individual cushion pad. 

6. The tool belt of claim 1, Wherein each of the plurality 
of individual cushion pads has at least one of the plurality of 
magnetic elements associated thereWith. 

7. The tool belt of claim 6, Wherein each of the individual 
cushion pads includes only one magnetic element associated 
thereWith. 

8. The tool belt of claim 7, Wherein the magnetic element 
associated With each cushion pad is substantially centered on 
the proximal surface of the cushion pad. 
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9. The tool belt of claim 1, wherein the individual cushion 
pads are each separated by an air space, the air space being 
con?gured to alloW at least a degree of compression of each 
pad independently of an adjacent pad. 

10. A tool belt for fastening about a Wearer’s torso, 
comprising: 

a support belt having a ?rst end and a second end, the ?rst 
and second end each having attachment means for 
securing the belt about the Wearer’s torso; 

a plurality of individual cushion pads attached to the 
support belt on a proximal surface of the support belt; 
and 

a plurality of magnetic elements, each coupled to a 
proximal surface of one of the individual cushion pads; 

each of the individual cushion pads having at least tWo 
con?gurations: 
a ?rst, relaxed con?guration in Which the magnetic 

element associated With the individual cushion pad 
protrudes partially above the proximal surface of the 
cushion pad; and 

a second, compressed con?guration in Which the mag 
netic element is compressed into the individual cush 
ion pad such that a proximal surface of the magnetic 
element is in substantially the same plane as the 
proximal surface of the cushion pad. 

11. The tool belt of claim 10, Wherein each of the 
individual cushion pads has an indentation formed in the 
proximal surface thereof, the indentation being shaped to 
correspond to a shape of the magnetic elements; and 

Wherein each of the plurality of magnetic elements is at 
least partially disposed Within an indentation in a 
cushion pad to restrict movement of the magnetic 
element relative to the cushion pad While the belt is in 
use about the Wearer’s torso. 

12. The tool belt of claim 10, Wherein each of the cushion 
pads circumscribes an associated magnetic element to form 
a cushioned area of contact With a back of the Wearer about 
the magnetic element. 

13. The tool belt of claim 10, Wherein each of the 
magnetic elements is bonded Within the indentation in each 
of the cushion pads. 

14. The tool belt of claim 10, further comprising a 
substantially continuous, conformable cover applied over 
the cushion pads and the magnetic elements. 

15. The tool belt of claim 10, Wherein each cushion pad 
includes only one magnetic element associated thereWith. 
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16. The tool belt of claim 15, Wherein the magnetic 
element associated With each cushion pad is substantially 
centered on the proximal surface of the cushion pad. 

17. The tool belt of claim 10, Wherein the magnetic 
element comprises a permanent magnet. 

18. A tool belt for fastening about a Wearer’s torso, 
comprising: 

a support belt having a ?rst end and a second end, the ?rst 
and second end each having attachment means for 
securing the belt about the Wearer’s torso; and 

at least one handle, attached to the support belt, the handle 
being operable to receive a hand of the Wearer to enable 
the Wearer to support the tool belt With his or her hand. 

19. The tool belt of claim 18, further comprising a second 
handle attached to the support belt, the second handle being 
operable to receive the hand of the Wearer enable the Wearer 
to support the tool belt from both handles With his or hand. 

20. The tool belt of claim 19, Wherein the handle and the 
second handle are attached on opposing sides of the support 
belt. 

21. The tool belt of claim 18, Wherein the handle de?nes 
a hand opening betWeen the handle and the support belt, the 
hand opening having a height betWeen about 1 inch and 
about 4 inches. 

22. The tool belt of claim 21, Wherein the hand opening 
has a height of about 11/2 inches. 

23. The tool belt of claim 21, Wherein the hand opening 
has a Width betWeen about 41/2 inches to about 6 inches. 

24. The tool belt of claim 18, Wherein the handle is 
inseparably attached to the support belt. 

25. The tool belt of claim 18, further comprising: 

a plurality of individual cushion pads attached to the 
support belt on a proximal surface of the support belt; 

a plurality of magnetic elements, each associated With one 
of the individual cushion pads; 

the individual cushion pads each having an indentation 
formed in a proximal surface thereof, the indentations 
being shaped to correspond to a shape of the magnetic 
elements; and 

the magnetic elements being at least partially disposed 
Within the indentations in the cushion pad to restrict 
movement of the magnetic elements relative to the 
cushion pads While the belt is in use about the Wearer’s 
torso. 


