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(57) ABSTRACT 

Methods, systems, apparatuses, devices, and products pro 
vide sampled content. One such method receives a program 
ming guide comprising a listing of available content. An 
ancillary stream of data is received and includes samples of 
content listed in the programming guide. A user input is 
received that selects a particular content from the program 
ming guide. Unselected samples of content are ?ltered from 
the ancillary stream of data to produce a sample of the 
selected particular content. The sample is processed for 
previeW of the selected particular content. 

36 
\ Communications 

Device 
wcommunications 

address 34/ 



Patent Application Publication Dec. 21, 2006 Sheet 1 0f 17 US 2006/0288368 A1 

?ne we Eaobw “WEE-camou? 015.585 

Agoioumv GEE-“w 

£2302 HBWHUM-EEEQU 
H .UE 



Patent Application Publication Dec. 21, 2006 Sheet 2 0f 17 US 2006/0288368 A1 

BQEU $328M- / 
£32 iummw?O tag: Gui-80D :52 as“: wEE-WU 8352 cu m8?» 282 2 ,5 

=5 @EAU/ F 
“EM 55 2F 3 \ 

aocazwmmw 256150 SE53 >395 

Y3 

San we iuobw PEEBQ 

“E50 EEEE 0.5 2:02.85 \ 

I\ 

III II.- l l l l ll.:.ll|ll._ " 33.62: _ 53395 I 5-525 _ 

wv av cm 5:33:54 

035mm 







1 A 00 6 3 00 

m $32.5 m co?n~=nn< oomivm 

M mEEEam 

m :oEnE-SO ow 

S \ 
U E 

x 
I I r. I BI... _ g 

m 3mg .3 Eaobm W 

>552; 5:33:54. : on u-EaEwm 

\ L 

wb ‘ 

x3332 322355550 
m .mzh 

Patent Application Publication Dec. 21, 2006 Sheet 5 0f 17 









Patent Application Publication Dec. 21, 2006 Sheet 9 of 17 US 2006/0288368 A1 

Communications Network Sample (Preview) 





Patent Application Publication Dec. 21, 2006 Sheet 11 0f 17 US 2006/0288368 A1 

c.3325 

/ em 

x5332 m-ESQQEE-HEQU 
: dz 



Patent Application Publication Dec. 21, 2006 Sheet 12 0f 17 US 2006/0288368 A1 

220 
/ 

232 / 
ROM 

FIG. 12 

EEPROM 226 

23 
2 Sampling Application 



US 2006/0288368 A1 

QNN 

Singing wEEE-ww 
/ cm 

3 .wrm 

EE3=aa< wEEEnm 
Nam 

Patent Application Publication Dec. 21, 2006 Sheet 13 0f 17 









Patent Application Publication Dec. 21, 2006 Sheet 17 of 17 US 2006/0288368 A1 

FIG. 18 
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METHODS, SYSTEMS, AND PRODUCTS FOR 
SAMPLED CONTENT 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a continuation-in-part of the 
commonly assigned US. application Ser. No. 11/156,190 
(Attorney Docket BS040438), ?led Jun. 17, 2005 and 
entitled “Methods, Systems, and Products for Providing 
Sample Content,” Which is incorporated herein by reference. 

NOTICE OF COPYRIGHT PROTECTION 

[0002] A portion of this disclosure and its ?gures contain 
material subject to copyright protection. The copyright 
oWner has no objection to the facsimile reproduction by 
anyone of the patent document or the patent disclosure, but 
otherWise reserves all copyrights Whatsoever. 

BACKGROUND 

[0003] This application generally relates to data process 
ing and to interactive distribution systems and, more par 
ticularly, to content sampling. 

[0004] Interactive distribution of content is currently 
achieved using programming guides, e.g., electronic pro 
gramming guides (EPGs). Current electronic programming 
guides are generally linear. That is, the subscribing user 
continuously scrolls along the electronic programming 
guide and vieWs the programming available at different time 
slots (or “cells”). Digital cable or digital satellite subscribers 
might receive a slightly more sophisticated programming 
guide, but the subscriber still scrolls along the cells or 
Watches a repeating “carrousel” loop of program offerings. 
The subscriber, regardless of the type of electronic program 
ming guide, must decipher some abbreviated phrasing that 
cryptically describes the program (such as the name of the 
program or a brief description of the subject matter). The 
subscriber is forced to tune to a particular program to truly 
determine Whether the program meets the subscriber’s enter 
tainment desires. 

[0005] What is needed, hoWever, are improved methods, 
systems, devices, and products for providing a user With a 
fuller description of a particular program, thus helping the 
subscriber gain a better understanding of the subject matter 
of the program. Ideally, the subscriber Would also be pro 
vided With a sample of the content, e.g., a video sample of 
some or all of the listed programs in a programming guide. 

SUMMARY 

[0006] The aforementioned problems, and other problems, 
are reduced, according to the exemplary embodiments, using 
methods, systems, apparatuses, and products that provide 
sampled content for electronic programming guides. The 
exemplary embodiments alloW a user to vieW an electronic 
programming guide and select content for sampling. That is, 
the exemplary embodiments alloW the user to broWse, or 
sample, content listed in the electronic programming guide. 
As the user broWses the electronic programming guide, the 
user may Wish to sample some movie, program, or other 
content listed in the electronic programming guide. The 
exemplary embodiments permit the user to highlight, select, 
or otherWise input a selection that indicates the content to be 
sampled. The exemplary embodiments, hoWever, deliver 
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that sampled content to any communications address. That 
is, although the user may vieW the sample on a television, 
the exemplary embodiments permit the user to vieW the 
sample at any communications device. The exemplary 
embodiments, for example, alloW the user to vieW the 
electronic programming guide on a television, While the 
sampled content is delivered to a communications address 
associated With a Wireless cell phone. As the folloWing 
paragraphs explain, the sampled content may be additionally 
or alternatively delivered to any communications device, 
such as a computer, a personal digital assistant, and/or a 
remote control. The user is thus not constrained to vieW both 
the electronic programming guide and the sampled content 
at the same device. The exemplary embodiments permit the 
user, if the user so chooses, to “split” the sampled content 
from the electronic programming guide and deliver the 
sampled content to any communications address. 

[0007] The exemplary embodiments describe a system for 
providing sample content. The system has at least one 
processor for receiving a programming guide and for receiv 
ing an ancillary stream of data. The programming guide 
comprises a listing of available content, and the ancillary 
stream of data comprises multiple samples of content listed 
in the programming guide. A user interface receives a user 
input that selects a particular content from the programming 
guide. The user interface communicates the user input to the 
processor. The processor ?lters unselected samples of con 
tent from the ancillary stream of data to produce a sample of 
the selected particular content as a previeW of the selected 
particular content. 

[0008] In another of the embodiments, a method provides 
sample content. The method receives a programming guide 
comprising a listing of available content. An ancillary 
stream of data is received and includes samples of content 
listed in the programming guide. A user input is received that 
selects a particular content from the programming guide. 
Unselected samples of content are ?ltered from the ancillary 
stream of data to produce a sample of the selected particular 
content. The sample is processed for previeW of the selected 
particular content. 

[0009] In yet another embodiment, a computer program 
product also provides sampled content. The computer pro 
gram product includes a computer-readable medium on 
Which instructions are encoded. The instructions command 
a device to receiving a programming guide and an ancillary 
stream of data. The programming guide comprises a listing 
of available content, and the ancillary stream of data com 
prises samples of content listed in the programming guide. 
Auser input is received that selects a particular content from 
the programming guide. Unselected samples of content are 
?ltered from the ancillary stream of data to produce a sample 
of the selected particular content. The sample is processed 
for previeW of the selected particular content. 

[0010] Other systems, methods, and/ or computer program 
products according to the exemplary embodiments Will be or 
become apparent to one With ordinary skill in the art upon 
revieW of the folloWing draWings and detailed description. It 
is intended that all such additional systems, methods, and/or 
computer program products be included Within this descrip 
tion, be Within the scope of the claims, and be protected by 
the accompanying claims. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] These and other features, aspects, and advantages 
of the exemplary embodiments are better understood When 
the following Detailed Description is read With reference to 
the accompanying draWings, Wherein: 

[0012] FIGS. 1 and 2 are schematics illustrating a sam 
pling application, according to the exemplary embodiments; 

[0013] FIG. 3 is a schematic illustrating a sample com 
municating to a remote control, according to more exem 
plary embodiments; 
[0014] FIG. 4 is a schematic illustrating an ancillary 
stream delivered to a communications device, according to 
even more exemplary embodiments; 

[0015] FIGS. 5 and 6 are schematics illustrating various 
routings for the ancillary stream of data, according to more 
exemplary embodiments; 
[0016] FIGS. 7 and 8 are schematics illustrating routings 
for an electronic programming guide, according to yet more 
exemplary embodiments; 
[0017] FIG. 9 is a schematic illustrating a previeW com 
mand, according to still more exemplary embodiments; 

[0018] FIG. 10 is a block diagram shoWing the sampling 
application residing in a processor-controlled system, 
according to even more exemplary embodiments; 

[0019] FIGS. 11-17 are schematics illustrating the sam 
pling application operating Within various communications 
devices, according to more exemplary embodiments; and 

[0020] FIG. 18 is a ?owchart illustrating a method of 
providing sample content, according to still more exemplary 
embodiments. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0021] The exemplary embodiments Will noW be 
described more fully hereinafter With reference to the 
accompanying draWings. The exemplary embodiments may, 
hoWever, be embodied in many different forms and should 
not be construed as limited to the embodiments set forth 
herein. These embodiments are provided so that this disclo 
sure Will be thorough and complete and Will fully convey the 
scope of the invention to those of ordinary skill in the art. 
Moreover, all statements herein reciting embodiments, as 
Well as speci?c examples thereof, are intended to encompass 
both structural and functional equivalents thereof. Addition 
ally, it is intended that such equivalents include both cur 
rently knoWn equivalents as Well as equivalents developed 
in the future (i.e., any elements developed that perform the 
same function, regardless of structure). 

[0022] Thus, for example, it Will be appreciated by those 
of ordinary skill in the art that the diagrams, schematics, 
illustrations, and the like represent conceptual vieWs or 
processes illustrating the exemplary embodiments. The 
functions of the various elements shoWn in the ?gures may 
be provided through the use of dedicated hardWare as Well 
as hardWare capable of executing associated softWare. Simi 
larly, any sWitches shoWn in the ?gures are conceptual only. 
Their function may be carried out through the operation of 
program logic, through dedicated logic, through the inter 
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action of program control and dedicated logic, or even 
manually, the particular technique being selectable by the 
entity implementing this invention. Those of ordinary skill 
in the art further understand that the exemplary hardWare, 
softWare, processes, methods, and/or operating systems 
described herein are for illustrative purposes and, thus, are 
not intended to be limited to any particular named manu 
facturer. 

[0023] According to exemplary embodiments, methods, 
systems, and products provide sample content from elec 
tronic programming guides. The exemplary embodiments 
alloW a user to vieW an electronic programming guide and 
select content for sampling. That is, the exemplary embodi 
ments alloW the user to broWse, or sample, content listed in 
the electronic programming guide. As the user broWses the 
electronic programming guide, the user may Wish to sample 
some movie, program, or other content listed in the elec 
tronic programming guide. The exemplary embodiments 
permit the user to highlight, select, or otherWise input a 
selection that indicates the content to be sampled. The 
exemplary embodiments, hoWever, deliver that sampled 
content to any communications address. That is, although 
the user may vieW the sample on a television, the exemplary 
embodiments permit the user to vieW the sample at any 
communications device. The exemplary embodiments, for 
example, alloW the user to vieW the electronic programming 
guide on a television, While the sampled content is delivered 
to a communications address associated With a Wireless cell 
phone. As the folloWing paragraphs explain, the sampled 
content may be additionally or alternatively delivered to any 
communications device, such as a computer, a personal 
digital assistant, and/or a remote control. The user is thus not 
constrained to vieW both the electronic programming guide 
and the sampled content at the same device. The exemplary 
embodiments permit the user, if the user so chooses, to 
“split” the sampled content from the electronic program 
ming guide and deliver the sampled content to any commu 
nications address. 

[0024] FIGS. 1 and 2 are schematics illustrating exem 
plary embodiments. According to one embodiment, a sam 
pling application 20 is stored in memory 22 of a media 
device 24. Some or all portions of the sampling application 
20 may be stored in memory in a remote computer server, as 
Will be detailed later. Although the media device 24 is 
generically shoWn, the media device 24, as Will be later 
explained, may be a computer, a television, a television 
integrated With a decoder (or set-top box), a personal digital 
assistant (PDA), a cordless/cellular/EP phone, or any other 
Wireline/Wireless communications device. The media device 
24 receives a programming guide, e.g., an electronic pro 
gramming guide (EPG) 26 from a communications netWork 
28. The electronic programming guide 26 comprises an 
electronic listing of available content, such as movies, 
programs, music, games, or other content that is currently 
playing, playing at a scheduled time in the future, or 
available on demand for vieWing at any time. The electronic 
programming guide 26 may additionally or alternatively 
comprise a listing of available channels and the program 
ming available on each channel. It should be appreciated that 
the programming guide received by the media device 24 is 
not limited to an EPG but may be any other type of 
programming guide. The media device 24 also receives an 
ancillary stream 30 of data via the communications netWork 
28. The ancillary stream 30 of data comprises samples of 
















