
(19) United States 
US 20060260049A1 

(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2006/0260049 A1 
Wenz (43) Pub. Date: NOV. 23, 2006 

(54) COT STORAGE UNIT Publication Classi?cation 

(51) Int. Cl. 
(76) Inventor: Marian Wenz, Morris, MN (US) A47C 21/00 (2006-01) 

A47C 31/00 (2006.01) 
Correspondence Address; (52) US. Cl. ........................................ .. 5/503.1; 248/205.1 

PATTERSON, THUENTE, SKAAR & 
CHRISTENSEN, BA. (57) ABSTRACT 

4800 IDS CENTER The present invention is a storage organizer unit for storing 
80 SOUTH 8TH STREET items. The storage organizer has a ?rst pocket having an 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402-2100 (Us) interior therein and a second pocket having an interior 

therein, the sides of the pockets being coupled to one another 
(21) Appl. No.: 11/337,816 and the pockets being generally stacked upon one another, 

and a plurality of exterior pockets coupled to the exterior of 
(22) Filed: Jan. 23, 2006 the second pocket. The ?rst pocket and second pocket may 

include one or more partitions to divide the pocket into 
Related US. Application Data smaller sections, and the pockets may also include fastening 

means at their openings. The exterior pockets may be varied 
(60) Provisional application No. 60/ 646,131, ?led on Jan. in size, shape and scope to store a variety of articles, and the 
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exterior pockets may include a fastening means. 
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COT STORAGE UNIT 

PRIORITY 

[0001] The present application claims the bene?t of US. 
Provisional Patent Application No. 60/646,131, ?led Jan. 21, 
2005, and is included herein in its entirety by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to a storage 
device for use While hunting, camping, or by military 
personnel. More speci?cally, the present invention is an 
organizer/storage unit Which can be hung from a standard 
cot. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Recreational activities such as camping, hunting, 
and ?shing are very popular. While engaging in these 
activities, it Would be useful to have a storage unit for 
personal items and items related to the activity at hand. Any 
such storage unit must be compact and easily transportable. 
The use of foldable cots for sleeping While engaged in 
outdoor recreational activities is also popular, presumably 
attributable to the high portability and loW cost of the cots, 
and it Would advantageous for a storage unit to be able to be 
used With a standard folding cot. 

[0004] In addition, military personnel have many of the 
same needs as persons engaged in the above recreational 
activities. The use of foldable cots by military personnel is 
very common, and it Would be useful to have a storage unit 
for personal items. While personnel are on a mission, a 
storage unit capable of holding necessary military items 
Would be useful. It Would be advantageous for a storage unit 
to be able to be used With a standard folding cot. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] The present invention comprises a storage orga 
nizer unit for storing items. The storage organizer comprises 
a ?rst pocket having an interior therein and a second pocket 
having an interior therein, the sides of the pockets being 
coupled to one another and the pockets being generally 
stacked upon one another, and a plurality of exterior pockets 
coupled to the exterior of the second pocket. The ?rst pocket 
and second pocket may include one or more partitions to 
divide the pocket into smaller sections, and the pockets may 
also include fastening means at their openings. The exterior 
pockets may be varied in size, shape and scope to store a 
variety of articles, and the exterior pockets may include a 
fastening means. 

[0006] The storage organizer unit is preferably layered, 
having a backing upon Which layers of pockets are coupled. 
Preferably, there as many as three or more layers of pockets 
With the ?rst layer adjacent to the backing being the largest 
pocket(s), the second layer, coupled to the ?rst later having 
someWhat smaller sized pockets than those of the ?rst layer, 
and the third layer being coupled to the second layer and 
having the smallest pockets for relatively small items. A 
preferred embodiment of the present invention includes four 
layers of pockets. 

[0007] In a certain embodiment, the third layer includes a 
pocket generally shaped to hold a hand gun, the pocket being 
open at the top for ready retrieval of the hand gun. The shape 
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is generally like that of a common holster for a hand gun. 
The bottom of this pocket may open to alloW the barrel of 
the hand gun to emerge form the storage organizer unit. 
Certain of the pockets may be formed of a mesh material to 
provide a good circulation of air to the contents of the 
pockets. 
[0008] Preferably for military applications, hook and loop 
fasteners are not used to close any of the pockets of the 
present invention in order to minimize the noise generated 
When opening a pocket. Zippers are preferred over such 
fasteners and in a more preferred case, buttons are used. 

[0009] Preferably, the material used to form the storage 
organizer unit of the present invention is selected to be very 
pliable, having signi?cant strength, While being quite thin, 
?exible and lightWeight. This permits the storage organizer 
unit to be folded into a relatively small package for trans 
portation and shipping so as to not unduly burden a user With 
added bulk or Weight. This means that generally the material 
is selected from a variety of readily available synthetic 
materials. Such materials are also relatively easy to stitch 
through multiple layers in order to assist in the manufacture 
of the storage organizer unit. 

[0010] The present invention is a storage organizer unit, 
comprising a body having at least three layers of pockets 
With a ?rst layer adjacent to and coupled to a backing, a 
second layer of pockets coupled to the ?rst layer of pockets, 
and a third layer of pockets being coupled to the second 
layer of pockets. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] The present invention can be more completely 
understood and appreciated by referring to the folloWing 
more detailed description of the presently preferred exem 
plary embodiments of the invention in conjunction With the 
accompanying draWings, of Which: 

[0012] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of an embodiment of 
a storage organizer unit hung on a standard cot. 

[0013] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of an embodiment of 
a storage organizer unit. 

[0014] FIG. 3 is a close-up of a portion of the storage 
organizer unit of FIG. 2. 

[0015] FIG. 4 is a perspective vieW of a further embodi 
ment of a storage organizer unit. 

[0016] FIG. 5 is a close-up of a portion of the storage 
organizer unit of FIG. 4. 

[0017] FIG. 6 is a front elevational vieW of a still further 
embodiment of a storage organizer unit. 

[0018] FIG. 7 is an open front elevational vieW of the 
storage organizer unit of FIG. 6. 

[0019] FIG. 8 is a sectional vieW of an embodiment of a 
storage organizer unit. 

[0020] FIG. 9 is a sectional vieW of a further embodiment 
of a storage organizer unit. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0021] In the folloWing detailed description of the present 
invention, numerous speci?c details are set forth in order to 
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provide a thorough understanding of the present invention. 
However, it Will be obvious to one skilled in the art that the 
present invention may be practiced Without these speci?c 
details. In other instances, Well-knoWn methods, procedures, 
and components have not been described in detail so as to 
not unnecessarily obscure aspects of the present invention. 

[0022] Referring generally to FIGS. 1-3, storage organizer 
unit 20 generally includes a body 22, a ?rst main pocket 24, 
a second main pocket 26, a plurality of exterior pockets 28, 
and a plurality of attaching means 30. Storage organizer unit 
20 is con?gured to be hung on a standard foldable cot 10, the 
cot 10 having a foldable frame 12 and a sleeping/ sitting 
surface 14 made from a ?exible material. Storage unit 20 is 
ideally constructed from nylon, canvas, cotton, mesh, poly 
ester, or other suitable ?exible and non-rigid materials. In a 
preferred embodiment, storage unit 20 is constructed from 
material being generally Waterproof. The use of ?exible 
material alloWs for storage unit 20 to be rolled up or folded 
up When not in use. 

[0023] The storage organiZer 20 is preferably layered as 
depicted in FIG. 8, having a backing 100 upon Which layers 
of pockets are coupled. Preferably, there as many as three or 
more layers of pockets With the ?rst layer 102 adjacent to the 
backing being the largest pocket(s) 103 (including the main 
pocket 24), the second layer 104, coupled to the ?rst layer 
102 having someWhat smaller siZed pockets 110 than those 
of the ?rst layer 102, and the third layer 106 being coupled 
to the second layer 104 and having smaller pockets 112 for 
relatively small items. A preferred embodiment of the 
present invention includes a fourth layer 108 of pockets 
having pockets 114. A ?rst front panel 120 is coupled to the 
backing 100 to form the ?rst layer 102. A second front panel 
122 is coupled to the ?rst panel 120, using the ?rst panel 120 
as backing, to form the second layer 104. A third front panel 
124 is coupled to the second panel 122, using the second 
panel 122 as backing, to form the third layer 106. Where a 
fourth layer 108 is used, a fourth front panel 126 is coupled 
to the third panel 124, using the third panel 124 as backing, 
to form the third layer 108. 

[0024] Referring noW to FIGS. 1-9, When hung on a cot 
10, storage unit 20 includes a rear side that faces the 
underside of cot 10, and a front or exterior side that faces 
outWardly from cot 10. First main pocket 24 comprises the 
rear portion of body 22. First main pocket 24 is constructed 
from a generally elongate rectangular piece of material, the 
material being folded in half along its longer dimension. 
Upon being folded, ?rst main pocket 24 includes tWo side 
edges 32, a bottom edge 34, and an opening 36, de?ning an 
interior 38 therein. When the material is folded onto itself 
along bottom edge 34 to create ?rst main pocket 24 as 
depicted in FIG. 9, the material is doubled onto itself at each 
side edge 32. The material is secured to itself by adhesive, 
stitching, or other suitable construction means. By stitching 
each side edge 32, ?rst main pocket 24 is thusly created, 
de?ning an interior 38 therein. HoWever, in an alternate 
embodiment, ?rst main pocket 24 may be constructed from 
tWo separate pieces of material being secured on three edges. 

[0025] The interior 38 of ?rst main pocket 24 may be one 
large space, Which is preferred for storing large items in 
storage unit 20, hoWever, it may be desirable to include one 
or more partitions 40 to divide interior 38 into smaller 
spaced sections or compartments for storing smaller items. 
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Partitions 40 are preferably created by stitching each side of 
the folded material to itself, but may also be created by 
applying a thin strip of adhesive to interior 38 in the desired 
location of a partition 40. Further, partitions 40 could be 
releasable, alloWing interior 38 to easily be modi?ed to 
sWitch betWeen a large space, and multiple smaller spaces. 
To make partitions 40 releasable, fasteners capable of being 
easily released may be used, such as hook-and-loop fasten 
ers, buttons, snaps, Zippers, or other such suitable fasteners 
as recogniZed by one skilled in the art. 

[0026] The opening 36 of ?rst main pocket 24 Will face 
upWards in a preferred embodiment. Opening 36 may 
include elastic to provide stretchability, and opening 36 may 
include a closure or fastening means 42, such as a Zipper, 
hook-and-loop fastener, buttons, snaps, or other such suit 
able fasteners as recogniZed by one skilled in the art. The 
fastening means 42 may be varied in accordance With the 
desired use of the pocket. Preferably for military applica 
tions, hook and loop fasteners are not used to close any of 
the pockets of the present invention in order to minimiZe the 
noise generated When opening a pocket. Zippers are pre 
ferred over such fasteners and in a more preferred case, 
buttons are used. In an embodiment illustrated in FIG. 5, 
opening 38 includes a fastening means 42 comprising but 
tons and loops, Which are advantageous for storing large 
items, alloWing ?rst main pocket 24 to expand. 

[0027] A second main pocket 26 comprises the front 
portion of body 22, and is coupled to ?rst main pocket 24. 
Second main pocket 26 is essentially layered upon ?rst main 
pocket 24. The construction of second main pocket 26 is 
similar to ?rst main pocket 24, second main pocket 26 being 
constructed from a generally rectangular piece of material, 
the material being folded in half along its longer dimension. 
Upon being folded, second main pocket 26 includes tWo side 
edges 52, a bottom edge 54, and an opening 56, de?ning an 
interior 58 therein. When the material is folded onto itself 
along bottom edge 54 to create second main pocket 26, the 
material is doubled onto itself at each side edge 52. The 
material is secured to itself at side edge 52 by adhesive, 
stitching, or other suitable construction means. By stitching 
each side edge 52, second main pocket 26 is thusly created, 
de?ning an interior 58 therein. HoWever, in an alternate 
embodiment, second main pocket 26 may be constructed 
from tWo separate pieces of material being secured on three 
edges. 

[0028] In one contemplated embodiment, second main 
pocket 26 is of slightly smaller siZe than ?rst main pocket 
24, so as to alloW better access to opening 36 and opening 
56. The interior 58 of second main pocket 26 may be one 
large space, Which may be preferred for storing large items 
in storage unit 20, hoWever it may be desirable to include 
one or more partitions 60 to divide interior 58 into smaller 
spaced sections or compartments adapted for storing smaller 
items. Partitions 60 are preferably created by stitching each 
side of the folded material to itself, but may also be created 
by applying a thin strip of adhesive to interior 58 in the 
desired location of a partition 60. Further, partitions 60 could 
be releasable, alloWing interior 58 to easily be modi?ed to 
sWitch betWeen a large space, and multiple smaller spaces. 
To make partitions 60 releasable, fasteners capable of being 
easily released are used, such as hook-and-loop fasteners, 
buttons, snaps, Zippers, or other such suitable fasteners as 
recogniZed by one skilled in the art. The opening 56 of 
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second main pocket 26 faces upwards in a preferred embodi 
ment. Opening 56 may include elastic to provide stretch 
ability, and opening 56 may include a closure or fastening 
means 62, such as a Zipper, hook-and-loop fastener, buttons, 
snaps, or other such suitable fasteners as recogniZed by one 
skilled in the art. The fastening means 62 may be varied in 
accordance With the desired use of the pocket. 

[0029] First rear main pocket 24 and second front main 
pocket 26 are operably coupled, generally aligned and 
joined together preferably at their respective side edges 32 
and 52. In addition, ?rst main pocket 24 and second main 
pocket 26 may be operably coupled proximate their respec 
tive openings 36 and 56, although it should be noted that the 
joining of ?rst main pocket 24 and second main pocket 26 
is done in such a Way so as not to restrict access to respective 
openings 36 and 56 and interiors 38 and 58. First pocket 24 
and second pocket 26 are ideally layered upon one another, 
and in a preferred embodiment the pockets are not coupled 
at their respective bottom edges, although such an arrange 
ment is contemplated. In addition, storage unit 20 may be 
constructed in such a Way so that only one set of stitching is 
needed to construct partitions 40 in ?rst pocket 24 and 
partitions 60 in second pocket 26, thereby coupling the tWo 
pockets at the stitching. 

[0030] One or more exterior pockets 28 are disposed on 
the exterior of body 22, being operably coupled to second 
main pocket 26. Exterior pockets 28 are generally comprised 
of a single piece of material, such as nylon, canvas, cotton, 
mesh, or other suitable ?exible and non-rigid materials. 
Exterior pocket 28 is typically secured to second main 
pocket 28 along at least three edges, and has an opening 72. 
Opening 72 may face upWards, although an exterior pocket 
28 may be con?gured having an opening 72 facing to either 
side or bottom. Exterior pockets 28 can comprise a variety 
of siZes, shapes, and con?gurations to store a Wide variety of 
items. An exterior pocket 28 may include one or more 
partitions, creating multiple pockets 28 from one piece of 
material. Exterior pockets 28 may optionally include a 
closure or fastening means 74 proximate opening 72. Fas 
tening means 74 may be a Zipper, hook-and-loop fastener, 
buttons, snaps, or other such suitable fasteners as recogniZed 
by one skilled in the art. Exterior pockets 28 may feature 
pleats and/or elastic material to provide additional storage 
room therein. Multiple exterior pockets 28 may overlap or 
be layered upon one another. 

[0031] Storage unit 20 is removably coupled to a standard 
cot 10 With one or more straps 30. Straps 30 may include a 
?rst portion 82 and a second portion 84, and a fastening 
means 86 such as D-rings, buckles, hook-and-loop, or other 
such suitable fasteners as recogniZed by one skilled in the 
art. Straps 30 are securely coupled to body 22 of storage unit 
20, preferably by stitching. In an alternative embodiment, 
storage unit 20 may be permanently coupled to cot 10 using 
further fastening means such as screWs, bolts, adhesives, or 
stitching. 

[0032] In one embodiment depicted in FIGS. 2-3, storage 
unit 20 may also include an exterior pocket 28 being 
con?gured as a handgun holder 90 disposed on the exterior 
of body 22. A handgun holder 90 may be desirable for 
persons using storage unit 20 in the military, or for hunters, 
especially When in remote areas. Handgun holder 90 
includes an opening 92 adapted for inserting a handgun, an 
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opening 94 to alloW a portion of a handgun barrel to 
protrude, and structure 96 for receiving a handgun. Structure 
96 preferably comprises stitching adapted to receive and 
support a handgun. Handgun holder 90 is adapted to hold a 
handgun at an angle that makes it easy for a person to 
retrieve the handgun While in cot 10. The handgun holder 90 
is preferably open at the top for ready retrieval of a hand gun 
disposed therein. The shape of the handgun holder 90 is 
generally like that of a common holster for a hand gun. The 
bottom opening 94 of this pocket may open to alloW the 
barrel of the hand gun to emerge from the storage organiZer 
unit 20. 

[0033] First main pocket 24 and second main pocket 26 
are ideally suited for storing larger items, such as books, 
papers, maps, articles of clothing, ?shing rod, gun cleaning 
kit, alarm clock, etc. Exterior pockets 28 may be con?gured 
to store a Wide variety of items. For example, a Wallet, keys, 
eyeglasses, mobile phone, GPS, compass, gloves, knife, 
?ashlight, bottled or canned beverage, food products, ?re 
arm magaZines, Writing instruments, insect repellant, toilet 
ries, playing cards, medicines, etc. The depiction of exterior 
pockets 28 in FIGS. 2-7 are illustrative and should not be 
considered limiting, as exterior pockets 28 may be varied in 
siZe, shape and location so as to be useful for storing any 
variety of items. Other arrangements of pockets on or in 
storage unit 20 may be used, and the present invention seeks 
to capture those arrangements. Certain of the exterior pock 
ets 28 may be formed of a mesh material to provide a good 
circulation of air to the contents of exterior pockets 28. 

[0034] A storage receptacle may be used to stoW storage 
unit 20 When storage unit 20 is not being used. In a preferred 
embodiment, the storage receptacle comprises a ?exible 
fabric bag, being constructed of the same material as is used 
for storage unit 20. Said storage receptacle may include a 
closure means such as a draWstring, closure ?ap, Zipper, or 
other similar means. Preferably, the material used to form 
the storage organiZer 10 of the present invention is selected 
to be very pliable, having signi?cant strength, While being 
quite thin, ?exible and light. This permits the storage orga 
niZer 20 to be folded into a relatively small package for 
transportation and shipping so as to not unduly burden a user 
With added bulk or Weight. This means that generally the 
material is selected from a variety of readily available 
synthetic materials, as distinct from the noted natural mate 
rials. Such materials are also relatively easy to stitch through 
multiple layers in order to assist in the manufacture of the 
storage organiZer 10. 
[0035] The present invention is also easily adaptable for 
use With hospital beds, beds in dormitory rooms or camps, 
or baby cribs. 

[0036] In an alternate embodiment depicted in FIGS. 6-7, 
storage unit 20 may be adapted for use in a utility or military 
vehicle. In such an embodiment, storage unit 20 is of a 
smaller siZe than When used in conjunction With the long 
side of a cot 10, although the spirit and scope of the 
invention remain the same. Straps 30 may be adapted to 
secure storage unit 20 to the dashboard area, or other 
suitable area of a vehicle. 

[0037] In a further alternate embodiment, storage unit 20 
may be adapted for use on the end (or short side) of a 
standard cot 10. In such an embodiment, storage unit 20 
Would be siZed appropriately so as to generally conform to 
the length of the short side of cot 10. 
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[0038] Where the foregoing description calls for stitching, 
said stitching may comprise single or multiple roWs of 
stitches. ldeal threads are heavy-duty and Waterproof, such 
as nylon. Further, alternate construction methods may be 
used to create seams, such as gluing. The material used for 
storage unit 20 may be a variety of colors to suit the 
application, such as green or camou?age for military or 
hunting uses, or bright colors for hospital or infant uses. In 
addition, the material used for all or part of storage unit 20 
may be a non-solid material such as mesh fabric. 

[0039] The present invention may be embodied in other 
speci?c forms Without departing from the essential attributes 
thereof; therefore, the illustrated embodiments should be 
considered in all respects as illustrative and not restrictive, 
reference being made to the appended claims rather than to 
the foregoing description to indicate the scope of the inven 
tion. 

[0040] Although the present invention has been described 
With reference to particular embodiments, one skilled in the 
art Will recogniZe that changes may be made in form and 
detail Without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention. Therefore, the illustrated embodiments should be 
considered in all respects as illustrative and not restrictive. 

What is claimed: 
1. A ?exible storage organiZer unit for storing personal 

items, the storage unit comprising: 

a ?rst pocket, comprising a bottom edge, tWo side edges, 
an interior de?ned therein, and an opening into the 
interior; 

a second pocket, comprising a bottom edge, tWo side 
edges, an interior de?ned therein, and an opening into 
the interior, Wherein the respective side edges of each 
pocket are coupled such that the second pocket is 
adjacent to the ?rst pocket and such that the openings 
of the ?rst and second pockets open in the same 
direction; 

at least one exterior pocket coupled to an exterior surface 
of the second pocket; and 

a means for securing the storage unit to a structure. 
2. The ?exible storage unit of claim 1, Wherein the interior 

of the ?rst pocket may include one or more partitions to 
separate the interior of the ?rst pocket into a plurality of 
compartments. 

3. The ?exible storage unit of claim 1, Wherein the interior 
of the second pocket may include one or more partitions to 
separate the interior of the second pocket into a plurality of 
compartments. 

4. The ?exible storage unit of claim 1, Wherein the 
opening of the ?rst pocket includes a means for fastening. 

5. The ?exible storage unit of claim 1, Wherein the 
opening of the second pocket includes a means for fastening. 

6. The ?exible storage unit of claim 1, further comprising 
an exterior pocket adapted to receive and support a handgun 
for ready use. 
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7. The ?exible storage unit of claim 1, Wherein multiple 
exterior pockets are layered upon one another. 

8. A storage organiZer unit, comprising: 

a body having at least three layers of pockets With a ?rst 
layer adjacent to and coupled to a backing, a second 
layer of pockets coupled to the ?rst layer of pockets, 
and a third layer of pockets being coupled to the second 
layer of pockets. 

9. The storage organiZer unit of claim 8, including: 

a ?rst front panel being coupled to the backing to form the 
?rst layer of pockets, a second front panel being 
coupled to the ?rst panel and using the ?rst panel as 
backing thereto to form the second layer, and a third 
front panel being coupled to the second panel and using 
the second panel as backing to form the third layer. 

10. The storage organizer unit of claim 9, including a 
fourth front panel being coupled to the third panel and using 
the third panel as backing to form a fourth layer of pockets. 

11. The storage organiZer unit of claim 8, including at 
least one pocket adapted to enclosedly support a hand gun. 

12. The storage organiZer unit of claim 8, including at 
least one pocket being enclosed on opposed spaced apart 
side margins and having a top opening and an opposed 
bottom opening. 

13. The storage organiZer unit of claim 8, including 
pocket closing means not including hook and loop closures. 

14. The storage organiZer unit of claim 9, each succes 
sively layered layer of pockets having at least one pocket 
that is smaller than a pocket of the previous layer. 

15. A ?exible organiZer for storing items, comprising: 

a body having a rear portion and a front portion, the rear 
portion comprising a pocket having an opening on one 
edge and an interior de?ned therein, the interior having 
one or more partitions dividing the interior into smaller 
compartments, the front portion comprising a pocket 
having an opening on one edge and an interior de?ned 
therein, the interior having one or more partitions 
dividing the interior into smaller compartments, 
Wherein the front portion and the rear portion are 
aligned With each other and coupled along at least three 
edges such that the openings of the ?rst and second 
pockets open in the same direction; and 

at least one exterior pocket coupled to the front portion. 
16. The ?exible organiZer of claim 15, further comprising 

a means for securing the ?exible organiZer to a structure. 
17. The ?exible organiZer of claim 15, Wherein the 

opening of the ?rst pocket includes a means for closure. 
18. The ?exible organiZer of claim 15, Wherein the 

opening of the second pocket includes a means for closure. 
19. The ?exible organiZer of claim 15, further comprising 

an exterior pocket adapted to receive and support a handgun 
for ready use. 

20. The ?exible organizer of claim 15, Wherein multiple 
exterior pockets are layered upon one another. 

* * * * * 


