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PROTECTIVE PADDING AND PROTECTIVE 
PADDING SYSTEMS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates generally to protec 
tive padding or cushions and to protective padding or 
cushioning systems, and, particularly, to protective padding 
and padding systems for use in protective helmets. 

[0002] Although several embodiments of the present 
invention are discussed in connection With the use thereof as 
protective pads and/or padding systems in protective hel 
mets, one skilled in the art appreciates that the protective 
padding and protective padding systems of the present 
invention have Wide applicability for uses other than in 
connection With protective helmets. 

[0003] In a number of protective helmets, a Webbing 
system has been used to suspend a helmet shell on the 
Wearer’s head. In the case of military helmets, the space 
betWeen the Webbing and the helmet shell (fabricated, for 
example, from KEVLAR® materials available from 
DuPont) contributes to the impact performance of the hel 
met. Additionally, such airspace also facilitates cooling 
Within the helmet. 

[0004] Webbing suspension systems, hoWever, can result 
in undesirable pressure points, leading to discomfort. 
Recently, Webbing suspension systems in certain helmets, 
including certain military helmets, have been replaced by 
padding systems. For example, in the MICH or ACH combat 
helmets available from Mine Safety Appliances Company of 
Pittsburgh, Pa., a plurality of comfort pads of different 
shapes and siZes can be positioned Within the helmet in a 
con?guration determined by the user in accordance With the 
manufacturer’s recommendation. A hook-and-loop type fas 
tening system is, for example, used to removably attach the 
pads to the interior of the helmet shell. The removable pads 
provide for a customiZed ?t, improving Weight distribution 
and promoting comfort and balance. The pads also dissipate 
energy for protection of the user from head trauma. More 
over, the pads provide an airspace betWeen the helmet shell 
and the user to promote cooling. 

[0005] Such a padding or cushioning system is disclosed 
in US. Pat. No. 6,467,099. That padding or cushioning 
structure includes a plurality of pads, each having a body 
facing side, a spaced load-facing side, and a layered assem 
bly intermediate betWeen the tWo sides. The layered assem 
bly includes (a) an acceleration-rate-sensitive, cushioning 
core structure and (b) a fully-jacketing, moisture-proof, 
non-perforated but gas-permeable barrier layer completely 
encapsulating the core structure to block completely any 
?oW of moisture from the outside of the pad into the core 
structure. When under the in?uence of an elevated, local 
iZed, non-atmospheric pressure applied to and on the pad’s 
body-facing side, the acceleration-rate sensitive, cushioning 
core ?oWs in a manner Which tends to dissipate or distribute 
such pressure. The layered assembly can also include (for 
example, at least on the body-facing side of the pad, and on 
the outside of said barrier layer) a moisture-Wicking layer 
operable to Wick aWay moisture presented to the pad on its 
body-facing side. 

[0006] In general, pads or cushions for use in protective 
helmets are preferably lightWeight so as to reduce the overall 
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Weight of the helmet. The pads should also provide comfort 
and impact resistance over a Wide range of environmental 
conditions (including, for example, Wide ranges of tempera 
ture, atmospheric pressure, and moisture). Moreover, such 
pads should also provide for adequate air movement and 
heat transfer. Currently available padding systems meet such 
conditions With varying degrees of success. 

[0007] It thus remains desirable to develop improved 
protective padding and protective padding systems. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] Generally, the present invention provides a protec 
tive padding or cushioning system for use in cushioning 
contact With a body (for example, in a protective helmet 
comprising a plurality of pads of the present invention). 
Each pad comprises at least one section of an outer layer of 
a ?exible, resilient, energy absorbing material that is adapted 
to pass ?uids therethrough, and at least one section of an 
inner layer, adjacent the section of the outer layer, and 
positioned inside the section of the outer layer When Worn on 
the body. The inner layer is of a ?exible, resilient material 
that is less stilf than the outer layer. The inner layer is also 
adapted to pass ?uids therethrough. The pad permits ?uids 
to pass therethrough in a direction generally perpendicular to 
the body, and after saturation of the pad by immersion in 
Water, subsequent removal of bulk Water from the pad by 
shaking the pad by hand for one minute in various orienta 
tions, and drying of the pad for one hour at 77° F. and 50% 
relative humidity, the pad has a Weight gain that is less than 
30%. Preferably, the Weight gain of the pad is less than 20%. 
More preferably, the Weight gain of the pad is less than 10%. 

[0009] In one embodiment, the outer layer comprises a 
plurality of discrete beads of substantially elastic, resilient 
material, positioned adjacent one another and having inter 
stitial spaces therebetWeen through Which air and Water can 
pass. Preferably the beads are Waterproof. In one embodi 
ment, the inner layer comprises a ?rst layer and a second 
layer spaced from the ?rst layer and a plurality of yarns 
connecting With the tWo layers. The inner layer can, for 
example, be formed from one or more hydrophilic materials. 

[0010] The pad of the present invention can further 
include a cover comprising an inner cover material placed 
adjacent to and over an inner surface of the inner layer and 
an outer cover material connected to the inner cover material 
to encompass the inner layer and the outer layer. The inner 
cover can, for example, comprise a hydrophilic, Wicking 
material that can be treated for increased comfort. The outer 
cover material can be permanently connected to the inner 
cover material along the perimeter of the pad. 

[0011] The pad may also include a fastening mechanism to 
fasten the pad to an article Worn on the body, such as a 
helmet. In one embodiment, the fastening mechanism com 
prises hooks or loops for use in a hook-and-loop type 
connection. 

[0012] The present invention also provides a protective 
helmet including a shell and a plurality of pads as described 
above Within the shell adapted to be placed in cushioning 
contact With the head of the user. 

[0013] In a further aspect, the present invention provides 
a protective helmet including a shell and an impact cap 
therein for use in cushioning a body. The impact cap 
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includes a layer of a ?exible, resilient, energy absorbing ?rst 
material that can pass ?uids therethrough. The ?rst material 
can include a plurality of discrete beads of substantially 
elastic, resilient material positioned adjacent one another 
and having interstitial spaces therebetWeen through Which 
?uids can pass. The impact cap can also include at least one 
section adjacent the ?rst material comprising a ?exible, 
resilient second material that is adapted to pass ?uids 
therethrough and being less stilf than the layer of ?rst 
material. 

[0014] As illustrated by the above-described helmet 
including an impact cap, cushioning pads or systems of the 
present invention can be formed in many alternative con 
?gurations. Impact caps (for use, for example, in a ?re?ght 
er’s or other protective helmet) and other cushioning sys 
tems, can be made from the material used as the outer layer 
of the pads of the present invention as described above. In 
the impact caps and other cushioning pads or systems (for 
example, cushioning pads or systems speci?cally shaped or 
formed to cover parts of the body other than the head) of the 
present invention, individual comfort sections made, for 
example, from the material used as the inner layer of the 
pads of the present invention as described above can be 
placed on the inside of the impact cap or other cushioning 
pad or system. These comfort sections can be permanently 
attached to the impact cap or other cushioning system With 
adhesive or removably attached With the hook-and-loop type 
fasteners. As used herein, the term “pad” refers generally to 
both ?at and formed or shaped cushioning devices or 
systems. 

[0015] In still a further aspect, the present invention pro 
vides a pad for use in cushioning contact With a body 
including at least one section of an outer layer of a ?exible, 
resilient, energy absorbing material. The outer layer includes 
a plurality of discrete beads of substantially elastic, resilient 
material positioned adjacent one another and having inter 
stitial spaces therebetWeen through Which ?uids can pass. 
The pad further includes at least one section of an inner layer 
adjacent the section of the outer layer and positioned inside 
the section of the outer layer When Worn on the body. The 
inner layer is of a ?exible, resilient material and is less stilf 
than the outer layer. The inner layer is also adapted to pass 
?uids therethrough. The inner layer can, for example, 
include a ?rst layer, a second layer spaced from the ?rst 
layer and a plurality of yarns connecting the tWo layers. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0016] Other aspects of the invention and advantages 
thereof Will be discerned from the folloWing detailed 
description When read in connection With the accompanying 
draWings, in Which: 

[0017] FIG. 1A illustrates a top plan vieW of one embodi 
ment of a pad of the present invention. 

[0018] FIG. 1B illustrates a cross-section vieW of the pad 
of FIG. 1A. 

[0019] FIG. 2A illustrates an underside vieW of an 
embodiment of a protective helmet of the present invention 
(Without chin strapping) including several pads of the 
present invention. 

[0020] FIG. 2B illustrates a prospective vieW of the hel 
met of FIG. 2A as Worn by a user (Without chin strapping). 
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[0021] FIG. 3A illustrates a top plan vieW of a multi-pad 
padding system of the present invention. 

[0022] FIG. 3B illustrates a cross-sectional vieW of a 
portion of the padding system of FIG. 3A. 

[0023] FIG. 4A illustrates an embodiment of a bottom 
vieW of an impact cap of the present invention. 

[0024] FIG. 4B illustrates a side vieW of the impact cap of 
FIG. 4A positioned Within a protective helmet (shoWn in 
dashed lines). 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0025] FIGS. 1A and 1B illustrate an embodiment of a 
pad or cushion 10 of the present invention for use, for 
example, as a body pad or cushion. Pad 10 is particularly 
suited for use in ballistic-resistant helmet systems although 
it can be used in any protective helmet. In the embodiment 
of FIGS. 1A and 1B, pad 10 includes a ?rst, outer or 
helmet-side layer of material 20 (see FIG. 1B) Which 
provides substantial impact resistance. Preferably, the outer 
layer material 20 is lightWeight and consistently absorbs 
impact energy (that is, provides “impact resistance”) even 
When cycled over multiple impacts. Also, the impact resis 
tance of the material of outer layer 20 preferably remains in 
a desirable range over a Wide range of ambient or environ 
mental conditions. For example, in one embodiment, the 
impact resistance is acceptable over a temperature range of 
approximately 15° F. to 130° F. Similarly, neither rapid 
changes in atmospheric pressure (i.e., air transport) nor the 
presence of Water (either in the form of high humidity or the 
presence or liquid Water) substantially affects the impact 
resistance and/or the breathability of the material of outer 
layer 20. 

[0026] As used herein, the designation “inner” refers gen 
erally to a component, surface or direction toWard the body 
When an article is Worn, and the designation “outer” refers 
generally to a component, surface or direction aWay from the 
body When an article is Worn. 

[0027] In one embodiment, the material of outer layer 20 
includes ?uid ?oW pathWays that provide little resistance to 
?uid ?oW (gas and/or liquid) or has a porosity such that the 
material does not retain Water therein. This loW resistance to 
?uid ?oW also facilitates air movement or breathability. 
Preferably, the material of outer layer 20 alloWs ?uid ?oW 
such that When a 3"><3"><5/s" sample of the material is 
saturated With Water by being submerged in 3 feet of Water 
for 12 hours, shaken by hand in various orientations for one 
minute to remove bulk Water, and alloWed to dry for one 
hour in a standard ambient environment of 77° F. and 50% 
relative humidity on a screen rack or other device, the Water 
retained in the sample results in a Weight gain of less than 
30%, preferably less than 20%, more preferably less than 
15% and even more preferably less than 10%. In the studies 
of the present invention, the materials Were placed on a 
screen rack or other similar device, such that Water ?oWed 
via gravity generally in a direction perpendicular to orien 
tation of the body When pad 10 is in useisee arroW F in 
FIG. 1B and arroW F' in the expanded portion of FIG. 1B. 

[0028] The material of outer layer 20 is also preferably 
lightWeight. In that regard, the density of the material of 
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outer layer 20 is preferably less than 6 lb/ft3, more prefer 
ably less than 4 lb/ft3, and even more preferably less than 3 
lb/ft3 . 

[0029] The material of outer layer 20 can, for example, be 
formed from a plurality of resilient beads that are assembled 
into a pad section or layer (for example, by use of an 
adhesive material). Such a material is commercially avail 
able from Brock USA of Boulder, Colo. and is described 
generally in US. Pat. No. 6,301,722, the disclosure of Which 
is incorporated herein by reference. In general, such mate 
rials are porous, closed-cell composites, formed by adhering 
together resilient, Waterproof, closed cell polymer beads 
(typically, only at their tangent points). The resultant mate 
rial is a durable, non-absorptive composite. The material 
alloWs ?uids such as air and Water to ?oW freely through 
interstitial spaces in the material in all directions. Examples 
of the closed-cell polymeric materials incorporated into such 
materials include polypropylene or polyethylene foam, 
blends of polypropylene and polyethylene foams, and rub 
beriZed polypropylene and/or polyethylene foams. Impact 
resistant materials formed from a plurality of resilient poly 
meric beads are described generally in US. Pat. Nos. 
6,301,722, 6,032,300, 6,098,209, 6,055,676 and 5,920,915, 
the disclosures of Which are incorporated herein by refer 
ence. 

[0030] Such materials are considered time-rate dependent, 
energy dissipating materials that absorb energy in several 
Ways. Under loW impact energy, the individual beads propa 
gate to ?ll interstitial air voids in the material, thereby 
dissipating energy through interstitial friction. Under higher 
energy impacts, the beads themselves can further deform, 
e?fecting mechanical energy dissipation. Under even higher 
energy impacts, the adhesive bonds joining the beads can 
fracture, thereby dissipating further energy. In the saturation/ 
drying test described above, such materials exhibited a 
Weight gain of approximately 8% or less. The density of 
such materials (When dry) Was approximately 2.1 lb/ft3. 

[0031] Pad 10 further includes a second, inner or body 
side layer 30 Which provides cushioning and comfort. 
Although, outer layer 20 as described above provides very 
good impact resistance over a Wide range of conditions, such 
materials can be someWhat uncomfortable When placed 
against the body. Like outer layer 20, inner layer 30 pref 
erably provides for passage of ?uids such as Water and air 
therethrough. HoWever, inner layer 30 can be less rigid or 
stilf than outer layer 20, thereby providing increased comfort 
to a user. 

[0032] Preferably, the material of inner layer 30 has suf 
?ciently loW resistance to ?uid ?oW therethrough such that 
When a 3"><3"><%" sample of the material is saturated With 
Water by being submerged in 3 feet of Water for 12 hours, 
shaken by hand in various orientations for one minute to 
remove bulk Water and alloWed to dry for one hour in a 
standard ambient environment of 770 F. and 50% relative 
humidity on a screen rack or other device, the Water retained 
in the sample results in a Weight gain of less than 30%. 
Indeed, materials having the preferred physical characteris 
tics of the material for inner layer 30 can exhibit Weight 
gains of less than 10%, less than 3% and even less than 1%. 

[0033] Like the material for outer layer 20, the material of 
inner layer 30 is also preferably lightWeight. In that regard, 
the density of the material of inner layer 30 is preferably less 
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than 6 lb/ft3, more preferably less than 4 lb/ft3, and even 
more preferably less than 3 lb/ft3. Indeed, given the desired 
physical characteristics of the material for inner layer 30, 
materials having a density of less than 1 lb/ft3 can be used. 

[0034] Inner layer 30 in a number of embodiments of the 
present invention is a resilient, collapsible material that 
de?nes spaces therethrough to provided loW resistance to 
?uid ?oW. In several embodiments of the present invention 
the material of inner layer 30 Was a three-dimensional knit 
spacer fabric as described, for example, in US. Pat. Nos. 
6,627,562 and 6,103,641, the disclosures of Which are 
incorporated herein by reference. Such materials are com 
mercially available from Gehring Textiles, Inc. of NeW York, 
NY. In general, such materials include a ?rst fabric layer 32 
made from high performance, high tenacity yarns and a 
second fabric layer 34 of an open mesh construction to 
facilitate air circulation. The material also includes a plu 
rality of high performance yarns 36 (typically, mono?lament 
yarns) connecting the tWo layers. The connecting, high 
performance yarns 36 provide a buckling column effect to 
provide resilient compressibility. The materials of inner 
layer 30 can be hydrophilic to enhance transport of body 
?uids aWay from the body, keeping the skin dry (for 
example, by capillary action). In general, inner layer 30 
provides some impact resistance or energy absorbance or 
dissipation function, but typically less than that provided by 
outer layer 20. One or more of the materials of inner layer 
30 can be treated chemically to enhance performance includ 
ing its Water Wicking ability. The materials can be Woven in 
the Warp, Weft and Z dimension. 

[0035] In the saturation/drying test described above, such 
materials exhibited a Weight gain of less than 1%. Prefer 
ably, inner layer 30 is less dense and thus adds less Weight 
per unit thickness to pad 10 than does outer layer 20. The 
three-dimensional knit spacer fabrics described above are 
typically very light in Weight With densities less than 1 lb/ft3 
and do not add appreciable Weight to pad 10. Combining the 
results of the saturations/drying studies of the materials of 
outer layer 20 and inner layer 30, pads 10 exhibited a Weight 
gain of less than 8% in such studies. 

[0036] The pads of the present invention, including outer 
layer 20 and inner layer 30, Without any cover layer thereon 
(Which can be an absorbent Wicking material as described 
beloW), preferably exhibit a Weight gain of less than 30% 
after saturation of the pad by immersion in Water, subsequent 
removal of bulk Water from the pad by shaking the pad for 
one minute, and drying of the pad for one hour at 770 F. and 
50% relative humidity. Preferably, the Weight gain of the pad 
is less than 20%. More preferably, the Weight gain of the pad 
is less than 10%. Each of outer pad layer 20 and inner pad 
layer 30 can be tested individually as described above and 
the results combined to provide a measurement for the 
assembled pad. Alternatively, inner layer 20 and outer layer 
30 can be tested together. In several embodiments of the 
present invention, outer layer 20 and inner layer 30 Were 
adjacent, but not connected, in assembled pad 10. Individual 
testing of inner layer 20 and outer layer 30 Was thus 
performed. Outer layer 20 and inner layer 30 can be con 
nected (for example, via an adhesive) in assembled pad 10, 
but care should be taken to not interfere With ?uid ?oW 
through the pad in a signi?cant manner. Outer layer 20 can, 
for example, be adhered to inner layer 30 using relatively 
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small spots of adhesive that are spaced from each other to 
prevent signi?cant interference With ?uid ?oW through pad 
10. 

[0037] Pad 10 can further include an inner cover layer 40, 
Which comes into contact With the body of the user. The 
material for cover layer 40 is preferably a hydrophilic, 
Wicking material that absorbs moisture resulting, for 
example, from perspiration and transfers it aWay from the 
body (for example, from the head When used in a helmet) 
through, for example, capillary action. In one embodiment, 
cover layer 40 Was fabricated from nylon, polyester, and/or 
other hydrophilic material Which Was conditioned by brush 
ing or napping one side to thereby comfortably contact the 
user’s body. Other embodiments can, for example, include 
other fabric conditioning to enhance Wicking or comfort 
characteristics such as resistance to heat, ?ame, bacteria or 
fungus. Hydrophilic cover layer 40 Wicks perspiration 
toWard and even into adjoining inner layer 30 or outer layer 
20. Air?ow through outer layer 20 and inner layer 30 causes 
evaporation of moisture held Within the capillaries of cover 
layer 40 or passed into inner layer 30 or outer layer 20 and 
thereby promotes cooling. 
[0038] Preferably pad 10 also includes an outer, cover 
layer 50 Which can, for example, be connected or sealed to 
inner cover layer 40 about a perimeter 60 of pad 10, thereby 
fully encompassing or enclosing outer layer 20 and inner 
layer 30 Within a cover formed by inner cover layer 40 and 
outer cover layer 50. In the embodiment of FIGS. 1A and 
1B, pad 10 includes a relatively thin layer of polyurethane 
?lm 70 (for example 5 mil.) used to seal inner cover layer 
40 to outer cover layer 50 by, for example, heat sealing or 
ultrasonic Welding. HoWever, inner cover layer 40 and outer 
cover layer 50 can be connected in many alternative man 
ners as long as the connection is suitable to Withstand 
common usage of pad 10. For example, inner cover layer 40 
and outer cover layer 50 can be connected by seWing. 

[0039] In the embodiment of FIGS. 1A and 1B, the outer 
surface of outer cover layer 50 includes a connector material 
such as a loop material 52 as commonly used in hook-and 
loop type fasteners. Preferably, all the materials used in the 
various layers of pad 10 provide relatively loW resistance to 
?uid ?oW as described above. By providing for the relatively 
free ?oW of ?uids (gas and/or liquid) through the pad of the 
present invention, enclosing, moisture-proof barrier layers 
used in connection With some knoWn padding systems are 
unnecessary and undesirable for use in the present invention. 

[0040] FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate an embodiment of a 
military helmet 100 including a shell 110 of ballistic 
resistant material such as KEVLAR. Pads 10a 10b and 100 
(constructed generally as described above for pad 10) are 
illustrated in FIG. 2A connected to the interior of helmet 
shell 110. In that regard, helmet shell 110 includes hook-type 
fastening areas 120 at various positions thereon to Which the 
loop materials 52a, 52b and 520 (not shoWn in FIG. 2A, but 
essentially the same as loop material 52 of pad 10) on the 
outer cover surfaces of pads 10a, 10b and 100, respectively, 
are removably connectible. Pads of various siZes and shapes 
can be connected to helmet shell 110 in a manner controlled 
by the user to improve the comfort and ?t of helmet 100, but 
Within the guidelines speci?ed by the helmet manufacturer. 
While FIGS. 2A and 2B shoW a military helmet 100, 
various other protective helmets including ?re helmets and 
hard hats can be used in the present invention. 
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[0041] In several embodiments of the present invention, 
the total pad thickness (approximately, the thickness of outer 
layer 20 added to the thickness of inner layer 30) Was in the 
range of approximately 0.75 to 1.0 inches. The thickness of 
inner cover layer 30 Was approximately 0.25 inches. Pref 
erably, inner layer 30 contacted outer layer 20 Without an 
intervening layer of material and Without any adhesive or 
other bonding connection therebetWeen. In this embodi 
ment, the pad, When assembled as a system of components, 
Was designed to compress no more than 0.25 inches in any 
area (that is, the thickness of inner layer 30). It Was found 
that this thickness of inner layer 30 Was su?icient to account 
for differences in head shape and to provide stability. If a pad 
becomes uncomfortable as a result of complete compression 
of inner layer 30 and, thereby, contact With outer layer 20 for 
a particular user, the overall thickness of the pad may be 
incorrect for that user and can be adjusted accordingly. 

[0042] In general, a 25% compression test on the pad 
system can be used to determine if a material is suitable for 
use as inner layer 30. For such a compression test, a force 
gage is used to compress a 0.50" diameter round attachment 
the required distance (that is, 25% or 1A of the thickness of 
the tested material). The force required in pounds is then 
divided by the area of the 0.5" diameter round attachment to 
calculate a pressure in units of pounds per square inch or psi. 
In the studies of the present invention, samples of inner layer 
30 that Were 0.25 inches thick Were tested in combination 
With samples of outer lay 20 at room temperature (approxi 
mately 25° C.). Preferably, the pressure determined in the 
25% compression test is not greater than 1.2 psi. More 
preferably, the pressure is in the range of approximately 0.6 
to 1.0 psi. In this range, the material Will provide comfort 
While maintaining stability. Preferably, the 25% compres 
sion pressure remains Within a suitable range over a Wide 
variation in environmental conditions (for example, tem 
perature, pressure and moisture conditions as described 

above). 
[0043] As illustrated in FIGS. 2A and 2B, a plurality of 
pads of the present invention can be formed in generally any 
con?guration Within common cover layers. In the embodi 
ment of FIGS. 3A and 3B, four pad sections 210a, 210b, 
2100 and 210d are enclosed Within a common inner cover 
layer 240 and a common outer cover layer 250 to form a 
padding system 200. In general, the layers of padding 
system 200 are the same in composition as the layers of pad 
10 and like components are numbered similarly to corre 
sponding components of pad 10 With the addition of 200 
thereto. For example, FIG. 3A illustrates a cross-sectional 
vieW of a central portion of padding system 200 encom 
passing generally trapeZoidal shaped padding sections 2101) 
and 2100. Padding section 2100 includes an outer layer 2200 
and an inner layer 2300 corresponding to outer layer 20 and 
inner layer 30 of pad 10. Inner cover layer 240 extends over 
the entirety of pad system 200 and is connected to outer 
cover layer 250 using heat sealing or sonic Welding of an 
intermediate polyurethane layer 270 in regions 260 around 
and betWeen padding sections 210a, 210b, 2100 and 210d. 
A loop surface 252 is provided on the outer surface of outer 
cover layer 250 for connection to a hook fastener as 
described above. 

[0044] The material of outer layer 20 as described above 
is readily formable (for example, molded or thermomolded) 
into a Wide variety of shapes. The other layers of the pads of 
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the present invention are readily conformable to any such 
shape. In one embodiment of the present invention, such 
layers can be formed into an impact cap 310 (see FIGS. 4A 
and 4B) as described, for example, in US. Pat. Nos. 
4,286,339, 5,044,016 and 6,032,297, the disclosures of 
Which are incorporated herein by reference. 

[0045] Impact cap 310 of FIGS. 4A and 4B is formed to 
have an outer section or layer 320 Which has the physical 
characteristics of outer layer 20 of pad 10 described above. 
In one embodiment, outer section 320 is formed from a 
material comprising a plurality of resilient beads (as 
described above for outer layer 20 of pad 10) that are formed 
to the shape of impact cap 310. As described above, such 
materials are commercially available from Brock USA of 
Boulder, Colo. and are described, for example, in US. Pat. 
No. 6,301,722. A border or protective perimeter 324 (for 
example, formed from a polymeric material) can be placed 
or formed around the bottom perimeter of impact cap 310 to 
prevent damage or fraying. 

[0046] An inner layer or individual comfort pads or sec 
tions made, for example, from a material suitable for use as 
inner layer 30 of pad 10 is preferably provided betWeen the 
head of the user and outer layer or section 320. In the 
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 4A, individual sections of 
such a material (tWo pads or sections 330a and 33019 are 
illustrated) are removably attached to outer section 320 
using fasteners 316 such as hook-and-loop type fasteners. As 
is clear to one skilled in the art, other types of fastening 
systems can be used for removable or nonremovable con 
nection of inner sections 330a, 3301) etc. to outer section 
320. Moreover, in an alternative embodiment, an inner 
section can be formed to be generally coextensive With the 
inner Wall of outer layer 320. 

[0047] FIG. 4B illustrates a helmet 400 including impact 
cap 310 placed Within helmet shell 410. In the embodiment 
of FIG. 4B, impact cap 310 is removably held Within helmet 
shell via a plurality of hook-and-loop type fastening systems 
416. As is clear to one skilled in the art, many types of 
fastening systems can be used to removably or nonremov 
ably attach impact cap 310 Within helmet shell 410. 

[0048] In general, the pads and padding systems of the 
present invention are easily fabricated at relatively loW cost. 
Moreover, the pads of the present invention provide 
increased heat dissipation, increased perspiration evapora 
tion, loWer Water retention and less sensitivity to environ 
mental conditions than currently available pads used in 
connection With protective helmets and particularly ballis 
tic-resistant helmets. The materials of the pads of the present 
invention provide multi-impact resistance (for example, as 
determined during cyclic durability type compression) at 
very loW Weight. Moreover, the pads of the present invention 
are readily fabricated from materials that are inert and 
resistant to repeated Washings and exposure to a Wide range 
of ?eld conditions. 

[0049] Although the present invention has been described 
in detail in connection With the above embodiments and/or 
examples, it should be understood that such detail is illus 
trative and not restrictive, and that those skilled in the art can 
make variations Without departing from the invention. The 
scope of the invention is indicated by the folloWing claims 
rather than by the foregoing description. All changes and 
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variations that come Within the meaning and range of 
equivalency of the claims are to be embraced Within their 
scope. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A pad for use in cushioning contact With a body 

comprising: 

at least one section of an outer layer of a ?exible, resilient, 
energy absorbing material, the outer layer being 
adapted to pass ?uids therethrough; 

at least one section of an inner layer adjacent the section 
of the outer layer and positioned inside the section of 
the outer layer When Worn on the body, the inner layer 
being of a ?exible, resilient material and being less stilf 
than the outer layer, the inner layer being adapted to 
pass ?uids therethrough; and 

Wherein the pad permits ?uids to pass therethrough in a 
direction generally perpendicular to the body and, after 
saturation of the pad by immersion in Water, subsequent 
removal of bulk Water from the pad by shaking and 
drying, the pad exhibits a Weight gain that is less than 
30%. 

2. The pad of claim 1 Wherein the pad exhibits a Weight 
gain that is less than 20%. 

3. The pad of claim 1 Wherein the pad exhibits a Weight 
gain that is less than 10%. 

4. The pad of claim 3 Wherein the outer layer comprises 
a plurality of discrete beads of substantially elastic, resilient 
material positioned adjacent one another and having inter 
stitial spaces therebetWeen through Which air and Water can 
pass. 

5. The pad of claim 3 Wherein the inner layer comprises 
a ?rst layer, a second layer spaced from the ?rst layer and a 
plurality of yarns connecting the tWo layers. 

6. The pad of claim 4 Wherein the inner layer comprises 
a ?rst layer, a second layer spaced from the ?rst layer and a 
plurality of yarns connecting the tWo layers. 

7. The pad of claim 6 Wherein the beads of the outer layer 
are adhered together and are Waterproof. 

8. The pad of claim 7 Wherein the inner layer is formed 
from one or more hydrophilic materials. 

9. The pad of claim 6 Wherein the inner layer and the outer 
layer are encompassed by a cover. 

10. The pad of claim 9 Wherein the cover comprises an 
inner cover material placed adjacent to and over an inner 
surface of the inner layer, the inner cover comprising a 
hydrophilic, Wicking material. 

11. The pad of claim 10 Wherein an outer surface of the 
outer cover material includes a fastening mechanism to 
fasten the pad to an article Worn on the body. 

12. The pad of claim 11 Wherein the fastening mechanism 
comprises hooks or loops for use in a hook-and-loop type 
connection. 

13. A pad for use in cushioning contact With a body 
comprising: 

at least one section of an outer layer of a ?exible, resilient, 
energy absorbing material, the outer layer comprising a 
plurality of discrete beads of substantially elastic, resil 
ient material positioned adjacent one another and hav 
ing interstitial spaces therebetWeen through Which ?u 
ids can pass; and 



US 2006/0260026 A1 

at least one section of an inner layer adjacent the section 
of the outer layer and positioned inside the section of 
the outer layer When Worn on the body, the inner layer 
being of a ?exible, resilient material and being less sti? 
than the outer layer, the inner layer being adapted to 
pass ?uids therethrough. 

14. The pad of claim 13 Wherein the inner layer comprises 
a ?rst layer, a second layer spaced from the ?rst layer and a 
plurality of yarns connecting the tWo layers. 

15. A protective helmet comprising a shell and a plurality 
of pads therein adapted to be placed in cushioning contact 
With a body, each pad being adapted to pass ?uids there 
through in a direction generally perpendicular to the body 
and comprising: 

an outer layer of a ?exible, resilient, energy absorbing 
material adjacent to the shell, the outer layer being 
adapted to pass ?uids therethrough; and 

an inner layer adjacent the outer layer and positioned on 
the opposite side of the outer layer from the shell, the 
inner layer being of a ?exible, resilient material and 
being less sti? than the outer layer, the inner layer being 
adapted to pass ?uids therethrough; and 

Wherein after saturation of one of the plurality of pads by 
immersion in Water, subsequent removal of bulk Water 
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from the pad by shaking and drying, the pad exhibits a 
Weight gain that is less than 30%. 

16. The helmet of claim 15 Wherein each pad exhibits a 
Weight gain that is less than 20%. 

17. The helmet of claim 15 Wherein each pad exhibits a 
Weight gain that is less than 10%. 

18. A protective helmet comprising a shell and an impact 
cap therein for use in cushioning a body, the impact cap 
comprising a layer of a ?exible, resilient, energy absorbing 
?rst material that can pass ?uids therethrough, and at least 
one section adjacent the ?rst material comprising a ?exible, 
resilient second material that is adapted to pass ?uids 
therethrough and is less sti? than the layer of ?rst material. 

19. The protective helmet of claim 18 further comprising 
a plurality of sections of the second material adjacent the 
?rst material. 

20. The protective helmet of claim 18 Wherein the energy 
absorbing ?rst material comprises a plurality of substantially 
elastic, resilient material positioned adjacent one another 
and having interstitial spaces therebetWeen through Which 
air and Water can pass. 


